100th Year. Vol Number 112 + Deaf Smith County, Texas

HUSTLIN' HEREFORD,
HOME OF
Bonnie Rhodes

Today's weather

OUTLOOK

« Mostly cloudy skies «

Tonight: Mostly cloudy with a
20 percent chance of light rain,
rain may change to light freezing
rain or light snow late, lows near
30, south winds 10 to 15 mph.

Saturday: Partly sunny with
highs around 60, southwest winds
10 to 20 mph.

Saturday night: Partly cloudy
with lows in the lower 30s.

- Extended forecast -

Sunday: Partly cloudy, highs
around 60.

Monday: Windy and much
colder, cloudy with a chance of
light snow, lows near 20, highs in
the upper 20s.

Tuesday: Mostly cloudy with a
slight chance of light snow, lows
around 12, highs in the mid-20s.

Wednesday: Mostly cloudy with
a slight chance of light snow,
lows 10 to 15, highs in the upper
20s.

Thursday: Mostly cloudy with
a slight chance of light snow,
lows around 15, highs near 30.

» Hereford weather -

Thursday’s high, 62; low, 31;
no precipitation, according to
KPAN Radio.

Weather turns colder

Light freezing rain or snow
could start the weekend for West
Texans in what forecasters say
will herald several days of in-
creasingly cold weather.

Early-morning temperatures to-
day ranged from the 30s to 50. It
was 32 degrees a. Amarillo and
47 at Galveston.

Other readings were 33 at
Conroe and 45 at both Spur and
Odessa.

Winds were mostly northerly
and southerly at 5 to 15 mph in
the north and west, with gusts in
the Panhandle, and light and vari-
able conditions elsewhere.

Patchy tog shrouded some lo-
cations in the southeast and in
eastern parts of North Texas,
along with the Coastal Plains.

With the latest cold front’s
approach, a slight chance of rain
was forecast through the week-
end, with precipitation possibly
turning to light freezing rain or
light snow late at night in the
Panhandle.

Daytime highs should range
from near 40 in the Panhandle to
almost 70 along the Rio Grande.

Seniors
request
warmth

Two senior citizens, age 73 and 71,
both with serious health problems
and grieving over the death of a son,
are asking for a gift of simple warmth
this holiday season.

The husband is confined to a
wheelchair; the wife is battling dia-
betes. They get by on their Social

Security check.

This couple
has asked for
help with blan-
kets and food

from the Christ-
mas Stocking
Fund.

Generous con-
tributions from
local residents
will make it
sible for CSF to
ho? this couple

many others
of the community’s less fortunate
during the Yule season.
S
The anonymous eommittee of vol-

unteers ndmmi ve the
nuds of t and thoo derly a
tn thair decisions on
caring and shar-
unity. CSF
u mm as pos-

dblo durlng the 2000 campaign.
You can help CSF to extend maxi-
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‘A MERRY OLDE

‘guests’ with

A procession of lords and ladies in their
finest, formal attire entered the hall led by
the lord and lady of the manor, ascended the

pekoe or coffee and sweet paystree.
By Becky Thorn
H;n'/urd Brand Lifestyles Editor

“A Merry Olde Christmas” was presented
by the Hereford Chamber Singers Thursday
evening in the Fellowship Hall of First Bap-
tist Church.

Lord and lady of the manor were por-
trayed by Duffy and Claudia McBrayer and
the herald was Chad Beavers.

The singers were directed by David Cox

and accompanied by pianist, Linda Gilbert

CHRISTMAS’

BRAN /Becky Thorn
The Hereford Chamber Singers presented “A Merry Olde Christmas” Thursday evening as
the lord of the manor entertained Christmas guests. Entering the banquet hall (Fellowship Hall of
First Baptist Church) are (from left) Lady Bera Boyd, Lord Chad Beavers and Lady Christine
Beavers.

Chamber singers entertain

performance

and flautist, Christine Beavers.
Other members of the group were Nathan
Abernethy, Charles Axtell, Gayle Binder, Bera

risers and entertained their gueysts with Boyd, Jeanie Conway, Nancy Cox, Sharon
most excellent Christmas music while they Cramer, Trish Elliott, Paula Eubanks, Susan
dined on mixed herbs and greens, roaste leg George, Amy Gililland, Carolyn Jansa, Leota
of ox, pomme de terre, lentils, trenchers, Kelso, Barbara Kerr, Jerry Killingsworth, Trow

Mims, Susan Shaw and Gene Streun.

The Hereford Chamber Singers was origi-
nally organized in 1975 with Bill Devers as
director. The group has given numerous local
and area performances. The singers have
performed for the Texas State Chorale Direc-
tors Convention in San Antonio and traveled
as far as Romania and Australia to perform.

The current singers re-organized in 1999
with Gene Streun as president of the group.

The next scheduled performance is Dec. 14
at the annual Lions Club Christmas party.
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Pheasant
season’s

opening

Donald Cooper
Hereford Brand Managing Editor

Pheasant hunters won't be getting their tra-
ditional sendoff this year; however, as long as
there are plenty of birds, they probably won't
mind.

For several years, Hereford's First United
Methodist Church has sponsored a pheasant
hunters’ breakfast on the opening day of the
season. However, the church is not holding the
breakfast this year, sending the hunters into
local restaurants before they hit the fields.

The pheasant season opens Saturday and
runs through Dec. 24. The daily bag limit is
three roosters, with a possession limit of six.

Texas Department of Parks and Wildlife
(TDPW) officials are predicting a good season.
The agency’'s annual census of the pheasant
population indicates higher populations in the
traditionally good counties, such as Deaf Smith
County, and expanding populations in other
counties.

Among the areas cited by the TDPW as
having good pheasant populations is the farming
country east of Hereford and southeast of Can-
yon, where the agency reported a surprising
number of birds.

Although the 1999 season was considered a
disappointment because of dry conditions and
hailstorms which hit during the spring nesting
season. However, there was adequate moisture
during this year’s nesting season, resulting in
an excellent hatch through much of the Pan-
handle. Also, the survival rate of hatchlings
appears to have been good.

The season also means big bucks for area
businesses. Field guides, hotels, restaurants,
service stations, entertainment .establishments
and shopping outlets all benefit from the hordes
of hunters.

According to the TDPW, nearly 22,000 hunt-
ers converged on the High Plains last year,
spending an average 1.8 actual hunting days.
Some hunters are said to spend $1,200 to $2,000
for the first weekend hunt.

In an article in last week’s Hereford Brand,
Deaf Smith County Chamber of Commerce ex-
ecutive vice president Sid Shaw said the first
weekend of the season means at least $20,000
to the local economy.

“We're packed solid for the first weekend, and
we have a long waiting list,” said Cindy Isaacson,
new owner of the Best Western Red Carpet Inn.
“The second weekend is still open, but the
opening weekend is always the busiest.”

“Everyone benefits when the hunters come to
town,” Isaacson said. “Some of these guys are

Please see HUNTERS, Page A8

HOLIDAY MAIL

BRAND/Don Cooper
Deaf Smith County Judge Tom
Simons (right) presents a plac, e
to Sheriff Joe Brown as Tax
Assessor-Collector Margaret Del
Toro watches. Plaques of
appreciation were presented to
Brown, Del Toro and Precinct 1
Commissioner Wayne Betzen
(left) this morning during a party
for the outgoing county officials.
The three officials’ terms will
expire Dec. 31.
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B Time is running out for getting
overseas packages to post office

By Donald Cooper
Hereford Brand Managing Editor

As holiday shoppers crowd
malls and other retail outlets,
the holiday mailers are crowd-
ing post offices.

Time is running out for
people who want to use the
U.S. Postal Service to send
packages to loved ones. All
air packages to Europe should
be sent by Monday For air
packages to Canada, the dead-
line is Dec. 15.

Cards and letters bound for
Europe should be mailed by
Monday. For Canada, the dead-

line for cards and letters is
Dec. 15.

Hereford Postmaster
Charles Britten said recently
the crunch here is less severe
than it was 10-15 years ago. Unlike
post offices in some larger cities,
Hereford is not hiring temporary
workers to help handle the holiday
mail.

If this year’s holiday rnailing sea-
son is like past years, Britten said
he anticipates the busiest days to be
Dec. 21-23.

According to a recent Associated
Press article, Nicholas Barranca,
head of the Postal Service opera-
tions planning/processing, officials
are confident the agency will be
able to handle the increased vol-

BPAND/DL!\ Cooper
Postal worker Harriet Trujillo sorts mail at
the Hereford Post Office.

ume.

Between Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas, the Postal Service handles an
average of 150 pieces of mail each
day.

The peak day for the Postal Ser-
vice is expected to be Dec. 11, when
about 280 million items are expected
to be postmarked. A second peak is
expected Dec. 18, with the busiest
delivery days Dec. 13-Dec. 20.

For last-minute shoppers, Express
Mail will be delivered on Sunday,
Dec. 24, and on Christmas Day it-
self, according to the report.
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