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pday was clear and calm.!where in this great western

nd that sometimes tips the
r's top-piece was quiet and
protest. The car was
ns to every touch of the
hand of Thompson who
th good speed but with

p the day went well with

e went to see a new
whereon the eyes of ma-
not looked but which
jheld with pleasure and
We breathed the pur-

hest air that heaven be-

pr creatures here below
about us stretched a land-
mnbroken and unchanged
or mountain peak. To
and Scuth, to East and
stretched as far as eyes
pe and everywhere we saw
roductive soil whereon now
or soon must dwell the ma-
f an empire. The wonder
all these years such limit-
ad fertile plains have been
ndisputed range of herds
p unwalled haunts of herds-
The day of glory for the
is no more and in its stead
e the plowman driving not
bled ox, who of old has led |
pwly marcing van of empire
westward march, but dri-
now & steed of steel behind
mighty tread the plows
truly ‘‘gang along," upturn-
sres of the virgin soil,
orming ranges into fruit-
ms and territory into em-

lest some prince of pen-
ays ‘enough’ let us come
to a practical discussion of
pw country, Bailey county,
rginia City, Texas, and a
Biption of a day’s visit spent
pdy of its promise to the
peker. The question with
ospectors has been, not

jh whether the soil is capa-
large production, but

it does produce from
ear. Knowing that much
country through which

p to pass was of very
he same character as that
Virginia City district, I

d to see what the farmers

@ way were doing and

r they seemed to plan for
ent and successful homes

country. It might be well at
this point to call attention to a
thing which many are not famil-
iar with, namely, that a break-
fast food is now being manufac-
tured from Kaffir corn, and it is
said to be an assured success.
This means an enlarged market
for this grain and is a hopeful
prophecy of a still larger service
it is to render in feeding the hun-
gry millions when its real place
is assigned it. As much can be
said of milo maize which is of
practically the same chemical
composition. The intrinsic val-
ue of these lands as measured
by their productive capaeity is
enough to guarantee the future
of the country, but the Virginia
City country has the advantage
of being nearly in the center of
Bailey county with the practical
certainty that it will become the
county seat as soon as the popu-
lation of the county will justify
the establishment of a capital.
A further fact not overlooked
these days in the development of
a new country is thaut the making
of the Virginia City country is in
the hadds of a progressive and
trustworthy promotion company,
the Vaughan Land Company of
which Mr. M. C. Vaughan is
president. This company is bs-
ing systametic effort to bring a
good class of citizens and an yp-
to-date lot of farmers to settle
on their lands.
Whatever is said of the country
and its resources is proof
of the future prosperity of Vir-
ginia City itself. In the heart of
a great stretch of fertile plains |
country with every promise of a
county seat in the near feature
the town is certain to grow to a
good size at once. Prominent
railroad promoters are already
interested in the building of a
railroad through this country
and to Virginia City. The factis
that they have deflinitely prom-
ised as soon as colonization is
well under way they will build.
Investments in city property are
certain to yield good returns.
Virginia City is as certain to
make a good town as the country
around it is to make good. The

so-called arid lands. Far
han I expected, I fonndl
cess of home-building go-
The proverbial shack

ly given place to sub-

Ml homes, and groves and
is are growing up just as
have seen them “at home.”

n faith in the country was
ened by the trip across.
ginia City is in the midst of
p body of land stretching
ry direction from the town,
the sweep of the sea and
xhaustible capacity ot pro-
pn. None of the soil has
cess of sand, much of it be-
red color and sufficiently
to resist the blowing winds.
my candid belief that no
r soil can be found on the
plains than that offered

e at Virginia City by the
han Land Co. Whatever
s on the plains will grow
p, wheat, corn, milo maize,
ir corn, broom corn, potatoes,
ns, melons, cucumbers, pump-
and all other things thas
in such abundance else-

townsite proposition is handled
separately from the land busi-
ness, although Mr. Vaughan is
president of both. One of our
citizens here, Mr. Will Smith, is
manager, and is known to us as
a good business man and a gen-
tleman of the highest type. Be-
fore our return we went down to
Monument Lake near the town-
site and climbed along the rug-
ged cliff on its east side until we
reached the cave where *‘'Billy
the Kid” is said to have had his
haunt in the days of his desper-
ation. The cave is at the foot of
the cliff and is sufficiently large
for hiding oneslf and has a small
opening low down well adapted
for the hiding of a criminal who
planned the destruction of any
would-be encroacher. Below the
cliff at one side is a beautiful
tificial lake of clear water believ-

ed to be supplied from the earth
as it is full from year to year.
In the midst of landscape inde-
scribably beautiful and the cen-
| ter of a large territory of rich

ar- | convenient, well arranged and

soil, Virginh City is destined to
be the home of & prosperous nd

happy people.
Second Snow in March. &

of March this year fell Tuesday |
night and Wednesday morning. |
The atmospheric condition Md
been quite favorable except br

to be looking for such a ¢ood
thing. The amount of the fall

ea but it is impossible to know
just what it was since much of it
melted before the snowing had
discontinnved. Two snows in
March are sufficient to put on a
good staying smile—and they will
make a good growth of grass as
well. Farm work will be advan*
ced greatly and with some show-

making crop this season.

A Big Nursery Launched At
Portales, New Mexico.

W. W. Humble, of the firm of
Blankenship-Woodcock Mercan-
tile Company, who has been here
for eight years and who has been
quick to discern the striking
adaption of this country to fruit
raising and who has made a care-
ful and splendid demonstration
on his own home place here in
Portales, where he has a 80 acre
orchard in. the bearing period,
has now definitely launched a
great nursery. He has 100,000
little home grown grafts now
growing under the most favor-
able conditions. These “Will be
ready for fall setting, and will be
thoroughly acclimated stock of
all the standard varieties, abso-
lutely guaranteed to be free from
disease and true to name,
Perhaps no other man in the

to lJaunch a successful nursery.
In the first place he has been
working with and studying the
business closely for the past six
years and more. Meantime he
has lost hundreds of dollars in
buying northern grown and for-
eign grown stock. Not only so,
but in spite of all draw backs he
has succeeded in growing a 80
acre orchard which can not be
excelled even in the Pecos Valley.
Then he has installed recently
a pumping plant, valued at $1200
which has a capacity of 600 gal-
lons a minute and pumps suffi-
cient water to irrigate 50 acres
of orchard., His ground has been
tested and has also all this coan-
try round about; and now that we
can get home grown trees, of
the best variety, which have been
grown under the most favorable
conditions and by the direction
of the most experienced man in
the country; and can get them “‘at
home', within a days time, know
what we are getting, and can set
them practically the same day
they are dug up, it does seem
that all this great shallow water
draw should be speedily lined
with all the best varieties of fruit
trees and Portales made a ship-
ping point equal to points in the
Pecos Valley itself. Let us see
to it, that it is even so. Call and
see Mr. Humble.

Undertaking Parlors.
Perhaps it is not known to
many of our readers that Ed J.
Neer has one of the most unique,

completely equipped undertaking
establishments in New Mexico.

Others areas large, no doubt,
and some even larger, but none
could be more exquisitely ar-
ranged or more perfectly kept.
Wish a touch of the hand he can

strong winds and nobody seemed |

is estimated at three to six incbn

ers in April we will have a record h

whole community is better fitted |

nkarts Bngd on fifth Pag;
~ ..Don’t Forget...

————— Qgct our prices on lmplemeﬁti%d &l 'class of Hardware

“efore you buy. We ChR BAVE you Money.

Humpbréy () Sledge.

Show you 80 styles and prioel
. goffing, which for the Ilittle
of Portales is a remarkably
supply. The sanitary fea-
” will satisfy the most scrup-
Woms. An oil heater awaits the
touch of a match; and -electric
Mghte await the touch of the
”n. In fact if there is any-
‘ lacking in this or any other
of Bd J. Neer’s business the
ler would be at a loss to name
s Anyhow, does'nt It do you
| to see a man have his busi-
neas arranged to a T?

Aflorney Hart Moves to Clovis. -

Astorney T. C. Hart moved to
Clovis this week, he and Mrs.
Hart going up on Thursday's
train. Much regret is felt in
Portales over the loss of this
splendid gentleman and citizen
and his cultured and elegant
wife. Mr. Hart has resided here
i:)r more than a year and in that

me has greatly grown in popu-
lar favor, proving himself a gen-
tleman of high character and a
lawyer of the first class. He has
been connected with aome of the

| eost impertant criminal and civ-

il cases coming before this court
since he moved here. Asa citi
zen, he has been public spirited
and enterprising, joining hearti-
ly in every-effort to build up the
town.

In politics he is a democrat ev-
idently of the genuine type inas-
much as he remained true to his
creed through a residence in In-
diana and Kansas.

Reluctant as we are to dismiss
him from the roll of our citizen-
ship we nevertheless take pleas-
ure in commending him heartily
to his new neighbors in Clovis
and the citizens of Curry county.
Mr. and Mrs. Hart are both ia-
teresting, cultured people of eol-
lege training, he having gradua-
ted from the law school of the
University of Indiana where he
also took academic work. We
wish for them increased prosper
ity im their new home a 1d & large
piace in the esteem of the Clovis
and Curry county public.

The Beat Sagar industry.

Little attention has yet been
given to it but there are many
who want to see the beet sugar
industry thoroughly tested here.
We meet men frequently who
believe it will be a success when
it is tried ac2ording to approved
methods but the trouble is nobo
dy takes the initiative, that is on-
ly a few have done so, Why
shouldn't a large number of in-
terested farmers get together
and agree to associate themsel
ves and be mutually helpful in
proving the value of the country
for such s purpose? Amarillo
has gone so far in this direction
and so far proved the capacity of
that country to grow sugar beets
that they are planning the erec-
tion of a beet sugar factory.
What can be done there in that
line can most likely be done here.
At any rate we should never stop
until we absolutely know.

J. H. Gee, Vice-President of
the First National Bank at Elida
was in the city Wednesday and

Thursday.

ﬁe_do not owe a dollar ‘of borrowed money.
shows confidence in our stability as wellas a very
prosperous condition of the Bank.

ByhﬂYmMerchandweatOuerre
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Seven _Years.

We are apprpaching the 7th milestone of our existence
as a Bank Ih Poftales:

1902

Is the the year of our birth and we can truth
fully say ‘‘We have grown up with the Country”
thus far.
dividends to stockholders every six months and
have built up a busineu second to none in East-
ern Ne® Méaxico.

At this time our Cap:ul Surplus and Undivided prof-

Since our organization we have paid

$ 70,000.00
225,000.00
115,000.00

This

We thank our friends for their patronage in the years
gone by and if .we menit it we hope to make the New

the best in our hiktory—in the u\‘esnf.;me we wish to aid our
- cpmtopens tawaris ewking it tha best for them. Remember
| we CAN pad WIikh
. small, it you will permit us.

~F| P8t Nahonal Bank

handl¢ i your |business, be it large or

By W. 0. OLDHAM, Cashier.

tion. Freésh stock armriving every day

The New York Racket Store

J.W.WARE,

Proprietor

| '"'Heatly-N ash
REALTY COMPANY

is the best Real Estate and Fire Ineurance
Company'ia Eastern New Mexico.

2nd Door East Portales Hotel.

?orules. New Mexico.

-.-.-.-.o......

Carter Abstract Co.

Portalos, New Mexico.

Complete Set of Ab.rtract

Books

Office up Stalrs Up Stairs hM.‘Q
.-.-. e
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