ing

va-

ep-
kin

in-
ht,
he
by

all
us

~—thesecond section happened to a

| Ford roadster.

The Crockett Comrier.

———
—_—

Entered asSecond-Class Matter at Crockett Post-Office.

Subscription Price $1.00 Per Annum, Payable at Crockett

MOTTO: “QUALITY, NOT QUANTITY."

CROCKETT, TEXAS, DECEMBER 21, 1918,

VOLUME XXVII-NO. 4

Seldier Train in Accident.

A number of soldier trains have
been passing through Crockett late-
ly, returning from the Mexican bor-
der to their home states in the
north. Saturday morning between
2 and 3 o'clock one of these trains
running in two sections passed
Crockett, the second section having
twenty-nine cars and being ' drawn
by two engines. At about 3 o'clock,
when a mile north of Grapeland,

serious accident. which is reported
to the Courier as follows:

Saturday morning about 3 a. m.
as a heavily loaded soldier train
was rounding a curve a mile north
of Grapeland, a broken rail was en-
countered, ditching five Pullman
Sleeping cars, occupied by soldiers
asleep in the berths. Three of the
cars turned over, smashing theends | .
of the cars and throwing them from
their trucks. The wrecker was
quickly dispatched to the wreck.
The hoisting crane, in attempting to
lift some of the wreckage, became
overbalanced —and turned over,
necessitating a delay in clearing the
wreckage, which was not accom-
plished until Saturday afternoon.
Three south-bound passenger trains
were tied up porth of the accident,
one for fifteen hours, another for
six and the third, the Sun Shine
Special, for two hours. They passed
the wreck in a bunch and proceeded
to Houston only a few minutes
apart.

The soldiers were on their way
to lowa, their home state. Some of
them received minor bruises, but
none were hurt seriously. , The fact
that they were in their berths was
in their favor. The conductor and
a brakeman in one of the cars, who
were sitting up, were seriously hurt.

As soon as the track was clear
and the ‘*-~ins running again, a
freight (rain wrecked between
Palestine and Elkhart Sunday, ty-
ing up all trains again until Monday
afternoon, when three southbound
passenger trains passed Crockett
again running about ten minutes
apart. Two soldier trains were tied
up at Grapeland Sunday night and
our information is that the soldiers
bought all the fireworks and soft
drinks in the town.

A soldier reported missing after
the wreck Saturday morning was
found sound asleep in the berth of
an overturned Pullman, unaware
that anything unusual had happen-
ed.

R. F. D. Number 2

Crockett, Tex., Dec. 17, 1916.—
Dear Santa Claus:

I am sick, and would be delight-
ed to have you share some of your
toys with me. | want you to bring
me a tricycle, and my younger
brother, Marvin, a little horse and
wagon, and my baby brother, Rob-
bie, a high chair. And, of course,
we would like some apples, oranges
and nuts. And please don't forget
Papa and Mamma. We live on the
San Antonio road, and have a big
chimney. Much love for you and
your little boy, from

0. B. Rhone.

Automobile Registrations.

No. 327, George E. Darsey, Grape-
land, a Chandler six.
No. 328, V. Streeter, Crockett, a

m
i

it

) ;‘,!;i' l

Foﬁ;) 329, H. A. Anglin, Ratcliff, a
No. 330, Howard Jordan, Crock-
ett, a Dodge touring.

. Christmas

and a

Happy
ew Year
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Tax-Payers’ Protective Asseciation.

The Courier publishes this week
the general prospectus of those who
propose to organize a Taxpayers’
Protective ‘Association R C.
Spinks, W. B. Page. W. T. Hale,
Edmund Hill and others are work-
ing on the general plan and present-

“Ting it to-the farmers and others for

signature,

All who pay taxes, or bope to
have anything in the future on
which to pay taxes, are earnestly
appealed to to join in this move-
-ment. It is proposed to meet at
Crockett on Wednesday, January
10, 1917, when organization will

" | be perfected:

| Those who affix their names here-
{to do 80 in the aim and purpose of
| organizing a Taxpayers' Protective
| Association—those whose holdings,
real and personal are subject to
| taxation for the support and main-
tenance of government.

In the organization of this Asso-
:ciation of taxpayers we distinctly
‘and emphatically affirm that the
taim and purpose of same is to pro-
| tect ourselves against the abuse of

the taxing power.

Of all functions of government
' that which comes nearest home to

the humblest and the highest is the
exercise of the taxing power.

No government can exist and
fulfill the ends for which govern-
ments are created which do ot
carry with it the power under wise
and judicious limitations to levy, to
collect and to expend taxes. Such
| power is an attribute of sovereignty
and those who exercise such power
should do so with a keen sense of
their responsibility to the people by
whom it is delegated and from
- whom it proceeds.

It is the exercise of this power of
taxauon. its abuse, its perversion
and its;misapplication of the funds
' arising therefrom that appeal to the
' people and stir their ever vigilant
watchfulness.
| Do the people realize what they
‘are doing when they delegate to
ﬁve men the attributes of sovereign-
| ty—the power to levy; to collect
1and to disburse funds? Do they re-
|ahze that such power can be abused
—has been abused? Knowing such
afacts is it{not all the more incum-
| bent on all true, patriotic citizens to
.guard the power of taxation and its
|exercise with jealous scrutiny?

3' Those associating themselves in
|a Taxpayers’ Protective Association
|yield to none in public spirit and
'have been ever ready to contribute
by taxation and otherwise to the
' ends of government and the aspira-
{tions of highly organized society—
'but we are frank to admit, however,
+much as it may be deplored, that
the taxing power has been misused
and abused in Houston county.
There is a remedy to the taxpayer
for such misuse and abuse. We
lfrequemly see resorts to the courts
to stay such perversion of the tax-
ling power and those in Houston

: , county who were denied the privi-

| lege of voting on certain questions
| can rest assured that the Taxpayers’
| Protective Association will not scru-
ple to invoke any remedy available
'to promote the ends for which we
' have organized.

Those who have been elected and
charged with the responsibility of
protecting the people against the
abuse of the taxing power and the
lavish misuse of the funds accruing

(Continued on 5th page.)






















