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By Mrs. Mattie
Conaway Hines

The first school that
was held in the area
which later became Sp-
ade Community was
taught by Bertha Con-
away in the summer of
1899. In speaking of that
experience she reiated
this experience:

“In the summer of
1899, I taught Spade’s
first school, it was call-
ed Liberty then. The
people had taken up
money to hire a teacher,
They gave me $75.00 to
teach a three months
term. I was re-elected
for the next year. I was
only 17 years old when I
got my certificate in
April before my eigh-
teenth birthday in June
and that summer I
taught my first school at
Liberty.

My room and board
cost me $5.00 per month.
I stayed with Mr. and
Mrs. R. F. Hargrove.
There were three of my
students older than I.
One of them, Mary Van
Zandt who was twenty-
five years old and I only
eighteen.

I always read the Bi-
ble and had a prayer
each morning at the
opening of the days
work. I very often had to
chop the wood and build
my own fires. Of course,
during that time the
boys chopped some.”

Other pioneer teach-
ers were Miss Willie
Davis, who taught the
term following Bertha,
Alex Davis and Miss
Irla Scoggins. The first
post office was called
Herbert.

In 1910, a new building
was erected at the loca-
tion on Wild Horse
Creek and the names of
the school and post of-
fice were changed to
Spade. The spa‘e is the
brand used by che ranch
which lies south of the
community and was es-
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wood. The ranch is
known as the Render-
brook Ranch.

Some of the pioneer
citizens of the commu-
nity were: R. F. Har
grove, his brother Bill,
Char'ie May, J. L. Van
Zandt, F. W. Crump and
J. D. Falkner.

This and other rural
school buildings in the
county were similar. All

Letter To The Editor

the buildings were one-
room structures, with a
door in one of the solid
ends and two or three
narrow windows on
each side. They were
furnished with home-
made benches of va-
rious lengths of lumber.
There were no black-
boards, as the children
used slates. Usually
there was a long bench

5~ Bob Bullock

Report

State Comptroller Bob Bullock announced that
August city sales tax rebate checks to 952 Texas
cities will total $95.8 million.

s month's payment brings the cities’ year-to-
date totals to $439.3 million compared to $392.9
nulhon during a comparable period in 1980.

0n a statewide average, sales tax payments are up
s year by nearly 12 percent over 1980, aqfording to

Bullock.

Bullock said the August payments include quarter-
ly payments from merchants and businesses for the

vear's second quarter.

Colorado City's check this month is for $27,836.52
bringing the city’s total this year to $128,382.58, up
10.63 percent over 1980 payments.

'his 1s compared to $19,618.44 at the end of August
n 1980 and the 1981 payment to date is $116,050.75.

[.oraine will receive $1,450.95 bringing their 1981

ital to $3,822.57, this is down 26.46 percent. Their

980 otal of $1,576.00 for this same period. Their
arly total for 1980 was $5,197.96.

Ity sales taxes are collected along with the state’s
sales tax by merchants and businesses and rebated
monthly by the Comptroller’s office to the cities in
which they are levied, concluded Bullock.

Volunteer Crew Holds
Celebration Sept. 5th

Volunteer Ambulance
crew of Robert Lee, will
be holding an early La-
bor Day celebration,
Sept. 5th.

They will be serving
barbecue from 5:30 to
8:30 p.m., and a dance
from 9 p.m., to 1 a.m.,
with Bill  Chisum's
‘‘Plain Country Band.”
Ticket for the meal are
$4 and $2 and’for the
dance, $3.50.

There will be a draw-
ing for a heavy beef ‘‘on
hoof’’ for first prize,

[, Clarence C. Burt, tax assessor-collector for the
Mitchell County Hospital District, in accordance
with the provisions of Article 7244¢, Sec. 1 VTCS,
have calculated the tax rate which may not be the
exceeded by more than three percent by the gover-
ning body of the Mitchell County Hospital District
without holding a public hearing as required by Ar-
ticle 7244c¢, Sec. 2, VTCS. That rate 1s as follow:
$ 0.15 per $100 of value
Clarence C. Burt
Tax Assessor-Collector

SPECIAL
OF THE WEEK

CORN DOGS

All Kinds of Food

“Frésh-Made to Pleage You!

For '

donated by Wayne Mc-
Cabe. Three other priz-
es will also be given.

You are not required
to be present to win.
Tickets can be bought
from any volunteer
member for not less
than a $5 donation.

All proceeds are going
toward buying the new
ambulance.

Sept. 18 and 20th at the
Coke County Fair, the
Volunteer members will
have the concession
stand and hand crafted
booth.

SPECIAL GOOD IN
Colorado City

2128 Hickory

728-3951

P AND

Snyder
4100 College Ave.

5737620

at the front of the room,
known as the ‘‘recita-
tion”’ bench where the
pupils were called to

recite their lessons,
such as the Spade school
in 1910 and several
years later.

Text books used by
the pupils were furnish-
ed by their parents until
the free textbook law
was passed in 1919. Of-
ten the pupils brought
what books were read
and studied with no at-
tention given to the gr-
ades. One reader would
be read and re-read all
year until the stories
were practically memo-
rized.

The drinking -water
was carried in buckets
from Wild Horse Creek.
Everyone drank from
the same dipper. Later,
cisterns were dug and
the water drawn by
hand, using a bucket
and a rope drawn on a
pulley.

Games of ‘‘town ball”’
were played by all the
pupils from the smallest
to the largest, with the
teacher participating.
The ball was home-
made, often from the
ravelings from discard-
ed stockings; the bat
was made from a mes-
quite tree limb with the
bark peeled from it.
Other games as ‘““Wolf
Over the River,”” ‘‘Little
White House Over the
Hill” and ‘“‘Pop the
Whip”’ were played.

The school house was
not only an educational
center, but also the reli-
gious hub of the commu-
nity. Literary societies
were held regularly on
Friday evenings where
not only the children
appeared on the pro-
grams, but their parents
as well.

Singing schools were
held at Spade. I recall
attending a singiag sc-
hool which was {aught
by prof. J. T. Elliott. He
had taught the Conaway
School, which I attended
about 1911 or 1912.

More people had mo-
ved into the Spade Com-
munity and a larger
two-story building took
the place of the smaller
school structure. In
1928, Spade was teach-
ing ten grades. It along
with Iatan, Carr, Con-
away and Rogers were
four teacher schools,
teaching ten grades.

Spade had a five-room
building, equipped with
a Delco light plant. This
modern school building
cost $15,000.00 when er-
ected, and was equipped
to teach home econo-
mics and general scien-
ce. It had an auditorium

with a seating capacity

of 300. A large five-room
teacherage was located
near the building. There
were seventy-seven (77)
enrolled and a nine-
month term was held in
the 1934-35 term.

The consolidation
movement had been be-
gun in the county and
the 1934-1935 school
term at Spade marked
the last year of teaching
ten grades. The next
year only seven (7) gra-
des were taught, then
six (6) grades were tau-
ght the next two years.
In 1938-1939, the entire
school was transferred
to Westbrook.

The change brought
about by mechanized
farming had caused the
small farmers to seek
other jobs. At one time,
there were 29 rural sc-
hools in the county. In
1935, there were 25, gra-
dually these were a con-
solidated with one of the

schools,
Colorado

The last rural school
to transfer was Seven
Wells School, which
transferred ~t the end of
the 194743 term. It was
the first rural schoo. .a
the coun' " begun in the
early 188 s.

I have tried to
you a brief history of the
early school which was

first known as Liberty;
a post office named Her-
bert, iter changed to
Spade.

I wisb ' could name
more 0. the fami' s

who lived at 1e time in
this area. I do want to
pay tr oute to the excel-
lent teachers in the
Hood family. Minnie
Lee and Mabel both tau-

ght, as well as five of
their aunts and uncles.
There was Jim, Rufus,
Jeff and Lydia and Min-
nie. All of whom were
excellent. school teach-

ers. Mr. and Mrs. Rug
sell Hood were leadert
in the Spade Baptis.
Church and the commu-
nity during their life
time.

Spade Community Held Get-Together
At The CC Thompson Room August 1

On August 1, the Sp-
ade Community held a
get-together at the C. C.
Thompson Room in the
City National Bank an-
nex building. Bennie Bl-
ack registered guests. A
morning of visitation
and the sharing of old
pictures and other me-
morabilia was enjoyed.

The invocation for the
covered dish luncheon
was given by Jack Jar-
nagin. Pictures of the
group was taken by Tom
Goss, II.

At 1:30 p.m., a pro-
gram began. Several
people gave early re-
membrances of the
community, churches,
school, and their fam-
ilies. Mrs. Mattie Hines
gave an early history of
the Liberty and Spade
Schools. Nellie Grace
Hargrove—Haley added
some interesting infor-
mation concerning the
early school building
and community activi-
ties.

The Rev. Homer Sal-
ley told of the Spade
Methodist Church his-
tory. Minnie Lee Hood-
Moore gave a history of
the early Liberty and
Spade Baptist Church-
es, which was taken
from the old church mi-
nutes book. Mrs. Stella
Welch-Bennett and Mrs.

|

‘\\\‘x"\v\\—\‘\-“\r\‘\—“\.‘\\‘\_‘\4\‘\-“\——\‘\—‘\‘ e e . . e, S . S o . e e T T T

® " § "N

—_— VTN Y TN Y T

urs
and...

..because the future of

Elizabeth Welch-Gary
gave some information,
remembrances, and
early history of the Wel-
ch and Browne families

"in Spade.

Ivan Barber told 0f his
family’s coming to Sp-
ade from Mason County
and some of their adven-
tures on the way. Gla-
dys Loveless-Meskimen
modeled a dress which
had belonged to her
grandmother, Dora No-
rthcutt. She also gave
remembrances of her
grandparents—the Jesse
Northcutts, who were
early residents. Otto
VanZandt told of the
VanZandts coming to
Mitchell County and set-
tling in the Spade Com-
munity.

The Barber family
was recognized as hav-
ing the largest repre-
sentation of descenda-
nts present, a total of 16
members. The Hargro-
ves had 13 descendants.
The Browne family had
nine members present.

Mrs. Elizabeth Gary
was recognized as the
oldest member present-
being 91 years old. Two
ex-Spade teachers were
recognized —  Mabel
Hood-Loagan, who had
11 of her ex-students
present and Mrs. Paul-

\
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good earth 1s in vour hands'
Conservation is everybody's concern
as a farmer, can play an active roie in the effort
to save our natural resources and all that

they provide. We want to help, too!

service with farm improvement loans

ine Hargrove-Ponting.
The youngest descen-
dant was Sandra Gain-
ey, daughter of Ronnie
and Brenda Gainey,
granddaughter of Har-
old and Joan Barberd-
Gainey of Monahans
and great granddaught-

The person coming
the fartherest was C. G.
Board from Modesto,
California. The oldest
continual resident of thé
Spade Community ic
Ross Hargrove. Couple
married longest was
Tom and Alma Grant
for 58 years.

er of Douglass Barber.

e e

e e S SNSRI SN )

r >_
i Stenholm Report|
By Charles W. Stenholm
As we move into the second century of our history

as a nation, beginning our 205th year, we move from
an era of criticism to what I believe is an era of true

optimism.

Many times during the past 205 years, our natior
has faced problems that have seemed insurmount
able. But every time a major obstacle to ous
country’s well-being comes along, Americans have
been able to reach down to their bootstraps. pull
themselves up and stand tall.

The free enterprise system has been challengec
To understand what is happening to erode tha:
cornerstone of our countrv. we should listen to «
voice from the past. Professor Tyler of Edinbur:
University expressed it verv well back in the 18th

Century when he said

‘A democracy caanot exist as a permanent forn
of government. [t can only exist until the majorit
discovers 1t can vote itself monies out of the publ.
treasury. From that time on, the majority alwan
votes for the candidate who promises the mos'
benefits from the public treasury, with the result tha-
a democracy always collapses over a loost fiscic
policy, always to be followed by a dictatorship

That need not be this country's destiny Wit}
determination and resolve, with courage; sacrifice
and hard work on the part of every citizen and every
elected representative of that citicenrv. the second
century can be our country's brightest century

DUt you,

If practicing conservation means making mprovements
or changes on your farm, then maybe we ¢ an be of

. to get

the cash you need to be conservation conscious

Let’s work together...because conservation

is evervbodvy’s job!

THE CITY NATIONAL BANK

COLORADO CITY, TEXAS
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