Serving the Counties of Borden, Dawson, Garza, Howard, Lynn & Scurry

Stephen F. Austin Live Oak
Tree Planting Ceremony

A tree planting ceremony
was held last Thursday,
August 26™ in front of the
Borden County Courthouse
in honor of Stephen F.
i Austin. The tree was
- presented by the Daughters of
jé{:;"the Republic of Texas,
| through a program to help

@l preserve the history of Texas.

| The tree was planted by
- Borden  County
~ history teacher Bobby Avery

~ School

and his 7" grade history
class. :
The tree planted was grown
from an acorn harvested from
a live oak tree located on the
site of Stephen F. Austin’s
death near present-day West
Columbia, Texas. Under this
tree- a Texas Historical
Monument marks the place
where Austin  died on
December 27, 1836. The
property has been

transformed into a beautiful
area dedicated to the memory
of “the Father of Texas,’.a
title given to Austin by
General Sam Houston.
Stephen Fuller Austin was
born to Mary Brown and
Moses Austin
County, Virginia, on
November 3, 1793. His
father, Moses Austin,

planned the first American

colony in Texas, obtained a

e

History Lesson: History teacher Bobby Avery reads the history of Stephen I'. Austin and
the special meaning of the oak tree, to his 7th grade history class during the planting
dedication ceremony.

in Wythe:

grant of land from Mexico,
but died before he could
establish a colony.

Stephen Austin started a
colony of 300 American
families on the Brazos River
in 1821. He managed the
affairs of the colony wisely
and by 1830, there were more
than 20,000 Americans in
Texas. He became influential
with both the colonists and
the Mexican authorities. In
1833, when he asked Mexico
for separate state
government, he was accused
of trying to annex Texas to
the United States and was
thrown in prison for two
years. Upon his return to
Texas in 1835, he found the

people ready to fight for :
freedom from Mexico. Texas
became a Republic in 1836,
and Austin was appointed
Secretary of State.

A Texas flag flies daily
over the site of Austin’s
death. Every November 3",
the date Stephen F. Austin
was born, a ceremonial flag is
raised in tribute to him, and
he is honored by a
celebration of his life and
accomplishments. It was
through  Austin’s  tireless

.efforts and dedication that the

state of Texas was created
and the territorial size of the
United States was increased
by one-fourth.
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BCJLA General Meeting
Tuesday, September 14™.

BCJLA will hold its annual
General Membership
Meeting on September 14" at
7:00 p.m. The meeting will
take place at the Borden
County Community Building
in Gail. All families who will
be participating in the County
Stock Show are encouraged

to attend. Board of Directors
will also be elected by the
General Membership, and an
Open Forum will allow input
to be voiced concerning
BCJLA and it’s functions.

Remember, your attendance

is important!

COYOTE FOOTBALL

Thursday, September 2™ .

JH & JV Football - Meadow - H - 6:00/7:30

Friday, September 3™. .

HS Football - Meadow - There - 7:30 p.m.
60 COYOTESH

Join the Crowd and Back the Coyotes!

























