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PICKING

A WINNER

It’s Super Bowl
Sunday. Sports
writers Steve
Belvin and Steve
Reagan start you
off by telling you
why the other
one’s wrong on his
Super Bowl pick.
But that’s not all.
Read an exciting
Super Bowl section
in Sports.

BRICK
BY BRICK

The Heritage
Museum is
building a building
— brick by brick.
Story on Page 1-C.

s

GETTING
HIS GOAT

Borden County
livestock results,
Page 7-A.
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Local weather
Forecast for the Big Spring
area: Fair and cool today with
highs in the upper 40s. Clear.
tonight with temperatures in the
20s. Sunny and warmer on Mon-
day with highs in the mid 50s.

football board not illegal

By RUTH COCHRAN
City Editor

BIG SPRING — A police football
board, that fueled gambling allega-
tions against the Big Spring Police
Department, was not illegal, accor-
ding to the Howard County
attorney.

Hardy Wilkerson said Friday
that he reviewed a preliminary
report on gambling activity at the
police department and concluded
that personnel did not participate
in illegal gambling. The report,
which apparently detailed gambl-
ing involving a football pool, was
completed and submitted by police
department personnel.

Budget

seeks

to cut
deficit

By MARTIN CRUTSINGER
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON President
Bush’s $1.23 trillion budget, due to
be unveiled Monday, will seek to
slash the federal deficit in half in
1991, administration sources said
Saturday, in a spending plan based
on pared-down defense outlays and
optimistic economic assumptions.

Bush, sticking to his campaign
pledge, will meet his deficit goal
without a general tax increase, op-
ting instead to save billions of
dollars through trimming a variety
of government programs, ranging
from Medicare to college student
loans

The budget document, Bush’s
first solo effort to reorder the
government’'s spending priorities,
also will contain a somewhat
whimsical overview written by
Budget Director Richard G. Dar-
man, who likens the federal budget
to the “‘Ultimate Cookie Monster

the voracious gremlin on the
‘‘Sesame Street’' television
program

With a generally rosy set of
assumptions about economic
growth and with a host of proposed
cuts in military and domestic spen-
ding programs, the administration
projects that the deficit for 1991
will be reduced to $63.1 billion, just
under the $64 billion deficit target
established in the Gramm-Rudman
deficit reduction law

The administration projects a
deficit for the current fiscal year of
$123.8 billion, far above the
Gramm-Rudman target of $100
billion, according to officials who
have seen the budget projections

The county attorney’s office was
asked to review the information
because if the activity had been
determined illegal, it would have
been a class C misdemeanor.
Misdemeanor cases fall under the
jurisdiction of county court.

Wilkerson said it doesn’t appear
that members of the department
were engaged in illegal activities.

‘“After reviewing the activity
that went on and looking at the
statute as it’s written, my conclu-
sion is that no illegal activity took
place,”” Wilkerson said. ‘‘In coming
to this conclusion, I reviewed not
only the law, but the defenses
available under the law and the

BIG SPRING — Cheryl New looks up at the Hall-Bennett Hospital

defenses the Legislature made
available.

“It is my conclusion that the
Legislature did not intend to
criminalize this type of activity if
the activity was conducted
discreetly, if all participants had
an equal chance of winning, and if
the promoter of the activity was
not taking a portion of the profits.
In other words, all profits went to
the winners."

Wilkerson said the report showed
him no proof of illegal gambling or
widespread gambling at the
department.

*“The report indicated to me that
it was just a plain and simple foot-

ofo by Tim Appe

which was closed last month after 61 years of service. A clinic still
operates at the facility but New wants the hospital reopened.

Girl Scouts become
Big Spring heroines

By STEVE RAY
Herald Editor

BIG SPRING Two local
Brownies selling Girl Scout cookies
became heroines Sunday after run-
ning for help to save a man who
had broken his back earlier in the
day

Sisters Tammie and Julie Gross
were selling Girl Scout cookies
when they knocked on the door of
Wayne Fitzgibbons.

‘““We went over to his house and
he told us to please go get him an
ambulance,” said eight-year-old
Tammie. ‘‘He thought he had a
broken back. We went across the
street and tried four houses and
then finally got someone to call an
ambulance.”

When the ambulance arrived it
took the 19-year-old Fitzgibbons to
Scenic Mountain Hospital where he
was diagnosed with a broken fifth
vetebrae in his back.

Fitzgibbons said he broke his
back in a three-wheeler accident

earlier in the day while he and a
friend were motorcylcing outside
of Big Spring.

“I hit a ravine and the three-
wheeler came down on top of my
head,”’ Fitzgibbons said. ‘‘We both
went up but I hit the ground before
it did and then it hit me. My friend
wanted to take me to the hospital
but T had him put me in the bed of
the pickup truck and {d1d him not to
worry about me.

““The more I laid there, the worse
it got. The pain started getting so
intense he said he was going to take
me to the hospital.”

But Fitzgibbons said he convinc-
ed his friend to just take him home
instead.

Later that day, Fitzgibbons said
he couldn’t stand the pain and
crawled to the door and tried to
flag down a car but no one would
stop.

Tucky for Fitzgibbons, it was
time for Girl Scouts to sell cookies
e COOKIES page 2-A
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BIG SPRING — Wayne Fitzgibbons, left, was
helped by tocatl Brownies Julie and Tammie Gross

ball pool,” he said. *“No more, no
less. It appears as though the con-
duct may be questionable, but it
certainly does not appear criminal
and therefore not worthy of
prosecution.

“There may be city personnel
policies that prohibit this type of
conduct and that would make it
perhaps subject to an internal or
administrative review and
discipline.”

City Manager Hal Boyd said
Saturday he knows of no city
policies that would prohibit ac-
tivities such as the football pool
from taking place

Police Chief Joe Cook said Fri-

HARDY WILKERSON

day that he submitted the
preliminary report to Wilkerson to
determine how the department
should investigate the gambling
allegations. Cook said his depart-
® GAMBLING page 2-A

Employee wants
hospital reopened

By ERIN BLAIR
Staff Writer

BIG SPRING Cheryl New
thinks Big Spring needs a choice in
hospital care. So she’s circulating a
petition to get
Hall-Bennett
Memorial
Hospital
renovated and

reopened
The non-
profit com

mumnity
hospital closed
its doors Dec
1, 1989 after 61

HALL
years of service. Now only its clinic

and radiology department are
open, run by two doctors and a
handful of support staff, including
New, the administrative assistant.

On Thursday, Hall-Bennett’s

board of directors voted to close
the hospital permanently. “We
can’'t support it any more,’”’ said
Harold Hall, chairman of the
board. He said the board would
hold onto the facility until a founda-
tion could take it over and added
that the clinic, operated by Drs.
Joe Ellis and Louise Worthy, would
remain open

Hall said decreases in Medicare
payments and two malpractice
fawsuits that cost the hospital over
a milion dollars drained its
finances during the 80s. The retire-
ment of Dr. Clyde Thomas, a long-
time associate, diminished the pool
of doctors at the hospital

“This is happening to a lot of
small communities,’’ Hall said.

The petition is a joint effort by
staff members to gain publicity for
® HOSPITAL page 2-A

Area co-ops fight
electric rate hike

By PATRICK DRISCOLL
Staff Writer

CROSSROADS Area electric
cooperatives will join other utilities
companies across the state in
Austin Feb. 1 to protest moves by
TU Electric to seek a 10.2 percent
rate hike

Cap Rock Electric of Stanton and
Lone Wolf Electric Cooperative
Inc. in Colorado City will be among
the protestors at a pre-hearing on a
TU Electric's request to increase
rates. The Texas Public Utilities
Commission will conduct a pre
hearing at the agency’s Austin of
fice in response to TU Electric's
Jan. 16 filing of the request for a
rate increase. That rate increase
could go into effect this summer

Cap Rock believes the proposed
rates are unfair because it in
creases costs for wholesale

customers such as Cap Rock more
than it does for residential
customers. said Steve Collier
director of power and supply for
the company's Austin office

But Dick Ramsey, director of
communications for TU Electric in
Dallas, said rates have to vary for
different customers because of
varying fuel costs and factors such
as when and how much electricity
1s used

According to a TU Electric
schedule, wholesale base rates,
which do not include fuel costs, are
projected to increase about 35 per-
cent as compared to 22.5 percent
for residential base rates

Wholesale total rates are about
12 percent compared to 10.5 per-
cent for residential total rates.

Collier said that their retail
e ELECTRIC page 2-A
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when they heard him ask for help as they were
selling Girl Scout cookies last Sunday.

















































