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71 percent say
OK to gambling

Seventy one percent
of those voting in the
Herald online poll this
past week said legisla-
tors should consider
legalized gambling as a
method to help pay for
school finance. Twelve
people — 27 percent —
said gambling should
not be considered. The
question was: Should
legislators consider
legalizing gambling
(casinos, horse racing,
etc.) in Texas to help
pay for school finance?

A new poll will be
posted today. The ques-
tion is:

What’s the best way
to eliminate plastic
hags getting hung up in
our trees?

A. Ban stores from
using them.

B. Charge a deposit
on plastic bags.

C. Don'’t care.

To vote, visit the her-
ald Web site at
bigspringherald.com.
There is no fee to par-
| ticipate.

| Donkey basketball
games Saturday

The Coahoma Parent
Teacher Association is
hosting donkey basket-
ball at the Coahoma
HHigh School Gym
Saturday at 2 p.m. and
1 pam.

Tickets for the shows
are $5 in advance or $6
at the door. Tickets
can be purchased at
Coahoma High,
Coahoma Jr. High and
Coahoma Elementary,
as well as the Big
Spring Area Chamber
of Commerce.

The fund-raiser, to
purchase playground
equipment, is being
sponsored by First
Bank of West Texas,
Kelly Newton
Insurance, Brandon
LLuce Farm Bureau
Insurance, ALON USA,
Wesley Beauchamp
State Farm Insurance
and Scenic Mountain
Medical Center.
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Hit-and-run plea nets woman four years

By STEVE REAGAN

Staff Writer

A Big Spring woman was sentenced to four
years in prison after pleading guilty to the
September 2004 hit-and-run death of a pedes-
trian.

Ishell Lovett Ward, 36, pleaded guilty in
118th District Court Thursday to felony fail-
ure to stop and render aid, Assistant District
Attorney Robin Orr said.

In addition, Ward, who was on probation
for two earlier forgery convictions, had her
probation revoked on both charges and was
sentenced to 20 months in a state jail facility.
She will serve all three sentences concur-

Bee

rently.

Ward was arrested following the Sept. 14
hit-and-run death of Daniel Guzman, 41, of
Big Spring.

According to published reports, Ward was
the driver of a Chevrolet sedan that struck
and killed Guzman on the 500 block of Gregg
Street late in the night of Sept. 14, 2004.

Eyewitnesses reported that the driver then
immediately left the scene. Ward apparently
then abandoned the vehicle and reported it
stolen, police reports state.

Ward faced a possible maximum sentence
of five years in state prison and a fine of up
to $5,000.

Other pleas, accepted in District Court

best

Marcy student

wins spelling

contest crown

By STEVE'REAGAN
Staff Writer

To the good people at
Webster'’s Dictionary,
“absorb” means to take in
and make part of an exis-
tent whole.

For Katrina Patrowski,
it means a free trip to
Lubbock — and maybe
even Washington, D.C.

Patrowski, a fourth-
grader at Marcy
Elementary, correctly
spelled “absorb” to grab

Spring

from
Elementary’s

win the spelling

Spelling Bee. The

See BEE, Page 3A

ety Wonors “in -the Big
Independent
School District Spelling
Bee Thursday afternoon.
It took eight rounds,
and a fierce challenge
Kentwood
Hannah
Spence, for Patrowski to

crown.

Now, it's off to Lubbock
March 5 for the Regional

winner

there goes to Washington,

Thursday included: -

* Leanne Cherise Simpson, 31, was sen-
tenced to 180 days in a state jail facility after
pleading guilty to the charge of theft over
$1,500 but less than $10,000.

* Christopher Lee Partridge and Craig
Allan Partridge, ages unknown, pleadeq
guilty to possession of marijuana under four
ounces. Their respective six-month sen:
tences in county jail were probated for two
years, and each was fined $1,500, Orr said. -

Contact Staff Writer Steve Reagan at 263':-
7331 ext. 234 or by email at
reporter@bigspringherald.com

Above, Big Spring
Independent School District
Spelling Bee Champion
Katrina Patrowski, left, is
congratulated by BSISD
Assistant Superintendent
Rey Villarreal. At left, the
2005 District Spelling Bee -
contenstants were, from -
left: Patricia Morales,
Goliad Middle School; Jose"
Jimenez lIl, Bauer Magnet;
Austin Gibson, Moss
Elementary; Tony Lewis,
Washington Elementary;
Brianna Conners, Big
Spring Junior High; Hannah'
Spence, Kentwood '
Elementary; and Patrowski;
representing Marcy
Elementary.

HERALD photos/Steve Reagan

L
S N

House votes to toughen
driver’s license, asylum laws

Hospital volunteers

/
’
4

WASHINGTON (AP) —_—
Immigration legislation passed
by the House would allow the
federal government to complete
a controversial fence on the bor-
der with México regardless of
environmental concerns and
force the states to make sure
they're not granting driver’s
licenses to illegal aliens.

The legislation, passed
Thursday by a 261-161 vote, also
would grant judges broader
power to deport political asylum
seekers.

States would have three years
to comply with the new federal

standards dictating what fea-
tures driver’s licenses must
have. They could ‘still issue spe-
cial driving permits to illegal
aliens, but those permits would
not be recognized as identities
for boarding airlines or allowing
entry to federal buildings.
Republicans said the Sept. 11,
2001, hijackers had multiple dri-
ver’s licenses that enabled them
to slip through security and
board the planes they flew into
the World Trade Center and the
Pentagon and that crashed into

See FENCE, Page 3A

By VALERIE AVERY

Special to the Herald

Big Spring State Hospital's vol-
unteers are recruiting delivery
drivers and gift basket design-
ers, and taking last-minute
orders for their annual
Valentine's Day fund-raiser.

Flowers, candy, stuffed ani-
mals, green plants and singing
telegrams are still available for
pick-up or delivery. Delivery is
free and provided by many of the
hospital’s volunteers or those

set to deliver treats

“Everything is going well,
however, we especially
need help on the 14th

to make deliveries in the
community.”

—Co-chair Dorothy Sheppard

who pitch in for one day.
“Being adelivery person is just ,

See TREATS, Page 3A
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Obituaries

Lynda Carol Davis

Lynda Carol Davis, 53, of Big Sprmg
died Wednesday, Feb. 9, 2005, in a
Midland hospital. Funeral services will
be held at 10 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 12,
2005, at the East Fourth Street Baptist
Church in Big Spring with the Rev. Rex
Clayton, pastor, and the Rev. Dudley
Mullins, pastor of the First Baptist
Church of Kermit, officiating. Interment
will follow at Trinity Memorial Park.

The family will receive friends from 7
p.m. until 9 p.m. today at the funeral home.

She was born May 2, 1951, in Big Spring.

Lynda graduated from Big Spring High School in
1969 and from Howard Payne University in 1973. While
at Howard Payne she was in the honor’s program in
the Douglas McArthur Academy of Freedom. She had
worked as a long distance telephone operator for AT &
T for 23 years. Lynda’s hobbies were collecting Beanie
Babies, antique bottles, stamps and coins. Her loves
were her family, church and watching football.

She was a member of East Fourth Street Baptist
Church, a member of the Communication Workers of
America, the Pioneer Club, the Howard Payne
University Alumni Association and the Big Spring
High School Ex’s Association:-

Survivors include her mother, Latrice Davis of Big
Spring; her brother and sister-in-law, Charles Wayne
and Carol Davis of Austin; her aunt, Mrs. Grady Davis
of China Springs; her uncles and aunts, Bill and
Dorothy Ellis, Travis and Peggy Ellis, Bob and Treva
Ellis and Weldon and Gladys Irion, all of Amarillo;
and numerous cousins.

She was preceded in death by her father, Earl L.
“Dick” Davis; her grandparents, N.L. and Ellen Davis
and Silas and Maurine Ellis and several aunts and
uncles.

The family suggests memorials to either the Building
Fund or Library Fund at East Fourth Street Baptist
Church, 401 E. Fourth, Big Spring 79720.
~ Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.
Online condolences can be made at
www.npwelch.com.

Paid obituary

Donald Charles Blatzheim Jr.

Donald Charles Blatzheim Jr., 67, of

Amarillo, formerly of Big Sprmg, died
Thursday, Feb. 10; 2005. Services were 3
p.m. today, Feb. 11, 2005, at St. Thomas
the Apostle Catholic Church with the
Rev. Rex Nicholl of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic Church officiating.
M Burial will be in the Llano Cemetery.
‘2 Arrangements are by Boxwell Brothers
¢**8 Funeral Directors in Amarillo.
Mr. Blatzheim was born July 12, 1937,
in Dallas. He graduated from Price College High
Scheol and attended West Texas State University,
receiving a bachelor of business administration degree
in marketing. He worked in the petroleum and credit
industry and as an insurance adjuster with GAB
Robins, retiring in 2002 after 26 years. He loved guns
and fast cars.

He is survived by a brother, James Blatzheim and
his wife, Pamela of Amarillo; a niece, Barbara Woody
and her husband, Briton of Nixa, Mo.; and a nephew,
Phillip Blatzheim and his wife, Alexandra of Cypress.
“The family asks that memorials be to American
Cancer Society, 3915 Bell St. 79109 or a favorite chari-

ty.

Paid obituary

Fire/EMS

. The Big Spring Fire Department/Emergency Medical
Service reported the following activity between 8 a.m.
Thursday and 8 a.m. today:

. » TRAUMA was reported on the 400 block of N.E.
10th St. A person was transported to Scenic Mountain
Medical Center.

. » MEDICAL was reported on the 2600 block of
Ridgedale St. One person was transported to Scenic
Mountain Medical Center.

-« TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported on the 2500
block of Gregg Street. Two persons were transported
to Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

* TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported at the inter-
section of Dogwood and Wasson roads. One person
was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported on the 2300 block of
Driver Road. One person was transported to SMMC.
-« TRAUMA was reported on the 1600 block of Nolan
Street. One person was transperted to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported on the 4100 block of
Parkway Drive. One person was transported to
SMMC.

* MEDICAL was reported in Coahoma. One person
was transported to SMMC.

Senior Circle

Will Be Having
Potluck & Bingo on

Monpay, Fesruary 14

NOT SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 12

We Apologize For
Any Inconvenience
This May Have Caused.

Freddie Letha McGrath

Freddie Letha McGrath, 85, of Big
Spring died Wednesday, Feb. 9, 2005, in
a ‘local nursing home. Memorial ser-
vices are 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 12, 2005,
at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood
Chapel with the Rev. Carroll Kohl offi-
ciating and the Rev. Wayne Frost of St.
Paul Lutheran Church assisting.

and served three years in the United
States Army during World War Il as a
nurse at veteran’'s hospitals in California and Waco.
She came to Big Spring in 1956 and worked as a regis- i
tered nurse at the V.A. Medical Center for 23 years,
retiring in 1979. She was a member of St. Paul
Lutheran Church.

She is survived by one son, Michael James McGrath
of Big Spring.

She was preceded in death by one son,-Larry
McGrath in 1976 and three snsters Liz Hale, Ann
Wilkerson and Jo Cope.

The family suggests memorials to Meals on Wheels,
P.O. Box 765, Big Spring 79721-0765.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.
Online condolences can be made -at
www.npwelch.com.

Norma Ruth Roche

Norma Ruth Roche, 78, of Florence died Sunday, Feb.
6, 2005, at her residence. Graveside funeral services
were 2 p.m. today, Feb. 11, 2005, at the Garden City
Cemetery.

Born June 15, 1926 in Big Spring, she grew up in
Garden City and graduated as valedictorian of Garden
City High School. She married Warren P. Roche Jan.
11, 1950, in Austin and she taught school in Killeen
and Florence. She attended Faith Family Church in
Georgetown.

She is survived by. her husband, Warren Roche of
Florence; three sons and two daughters-in-law, Dr.
Rocky and Jeanet Roche of Florence, Randal and
Susan Roche of Georgetown and Robin Roche of
Florence; one daughter and son-in-law, Delsa and Bill
Stafford of Florence; one sister and brother-in-law,
Millie and Jay Cunningham of The Woodlands; and 10
grandchildren. :

She was preceded in death by her father, Harry
Calverley; her mother, Anna Ruby Hardy and her step-
father, J.W. Hardy.

Arrangements are under the direction of Crawford
Bowers Funeral Home of Killeen.

Austin G. Sherrill Sr.

Austin G. Sherrill Sr., 87, of Big Spring died at 9:55
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 10, 2005, at the V.A. Medical
Center following a long illness. Services are pendmg at
Myers & Smith Funeral Home. ; s

riat (EYSYRE Fees .

Mable chkenson

Mable Dickenson, 73, of Big Spring died Friday, Feb.
11, 2005, at a local hospital. Her services are pending
with Nalley-Pickle & - Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Big Spring.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Thursday and 8 a.m.
today:

. DAVID RENTERIA, 38 was arrested on a motion
to revoke probation for driving while intoxicated, sec-
ond offense.

« LEANN SIMPSON, 31, was sentenced to 20 months
in state jail facility after being convicted of theft over
$1,500.

« JUANITA PAMELA RITZ, 40, was arrested on a
charge of possession of a gambling device/equip-
ment/paraphernalia.

« KEVIN RITZ, 39, was arrested on a charge of pos-
session of a gambling device/equipment/parapherna-
lia.

« ISABEL TORRES, 45, was arrested by the
Department of Public Safety on a charge of driving
while intoxicated.

RIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported on County
Road 34.

-» CRIMINAL TRESPASS was reported on the 300

block of Denton Road.
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Bulletin board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the

Herald news room at 263-7331 or emall
bigspringherald.com

TODAY

+ AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.

» Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in
the Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell
Lane.

» Spring City Senior Citizen’s Center country and
western dance from 7:30 p.m. untxl 10:30 p.m. All area
senior citizens are invited.

SATURDAY

» Howard County Scottish Rite Club meets at 7:30
a.m. at the Masonic Lodge located at 21st and
Lancaster streets. Breakfast is served.

» Free eye glasses are available from 9 a.m. until
11:45 a.m. in the Event Center, 1607 E. Third.

» Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.

MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS: $12.50 monthly Howard & Martin Counties. $13.25 elséwhere.

\

Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Thursday and 8 a.m.
today:

* PAMELA KAY LEFLER, 42, 1301 Mulberry, was
arrested on a charge of public intoxication.

« ISABEL TORRES, 45, Lamesa, was arrested on a
charge of public intoxication.

« THOMAS CLARK, 56, Kermit, was arrested on a
charge of public intoxication. :

+« RICKY WINTERS, 41, 309 N.W. Ninth St., was
arrested on a charge of driving while intoxicated/open
container.

+ ASSAULT/FAMILY VIOLENCE was reported on
the 1700 block of Scurry Street and the 200 block of
Circle Drive.

+ CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported on the 600
block of Warehouse Road.

* CRIMINAL TRESPASS WARNING was issued on
the 1000 block of Birdwell Lane.

+ DISORDERLY CONDUCT was reported on the
1300 block of Virginia Street. '

* THEFT was reported on the 1800 block of Gregg
Street (twice).

Lottery

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Thursday
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 7-11-15-17, Bonus Ball: 25.
Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 0.
Estim. 2d jackpot for Monday night drawing:
$225,000.
Results of the Cash 5 drawing Thursday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 13-14-16-20-27.

Number matching five of five: 0.

Next Cash 5 drawing: Friday night.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Thursday night
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 5-1-7

Weather

Tonight...Cloudy with a 50 percent chance of rain.
Not as cool. Lows in the lower 40s. South winds
around 10 mph.

Saturday...Cloudy with a 40 percent chance of show-
ers. Highs around 60. South winds 10 to 20 mph.
Saturday night...Mostly cloudy with slight chance of
showers and isolated thunderstorms. Lows in the
mid 40s. Southwest winds 15 to 25 mph. The chance
of rain is 20 percent.

Sunday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s.
Northwest winds 15 to 20 mph.

Sunday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the upper 30s.
Monday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s.
Monday night...Partly cloudy. Lows around 40.
Tuesday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 60s.
Tuesday night...Mostly cloudy. Lows in the upper
30s.

W’l

Beer * Wine

First Come First Serve
5:00 pm - 10:00 pm
North Serv. Rd. 1-20 West

~ 263-1651

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
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