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ROBERT LEE OBSERVER

WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS

By Edward C. Wayne

Greer Incident Is Believed Nazi Test
Of American Foreign Policy Position;
Japanese Paper Sees Defeat for Germans;
General Winter Nears Eastern Front

(EDITOR'S NOTE—~When epinlens are expressed in these columns, the
are i(hese of the news analyst and net necessarily of this newspaper.

(Released by Western Newspaper Unlon.)

- One Was Attacked; One Sailed Safely
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Almost at the same time that a Nazi sub attacked the U.S.S. Greer
near leeland, the safe arrival at Viadivostok was announced of the 8,428-

ton American oil tanker, Associated.

(Below) The Associated carrying |

85,000 barrels of high-octane gas for use by Soviet aircraft is the second
tanker reaching the Siberian port without incident despite some Japanese

talk of stopping American ships in a Japanese sea rone.

The Greer,

undamaged, dropped a depth bomb in a counterattack on the sub. The
incident is the first in which an American warship figured in the present

war,

GREER: l
A Test by Nazis ‘

The encounter of the U. S. De- |
strover Greer 200 miles southwest of
Iceland with a German submarine |
turned out to be an incident of the
utmost importance in defining Amer-
ica’s position in the world war

It was not so much the nature of
the battle, but the wording of the
German announcements concerning |

it that increased its significance to |

Americans

For the Nazis not merely admxt‘{
ted that it was a German sub-
Aris W was involved, they
ame squarely 1 Presi-
( e not y ecause of
the P t's general foreign pol
but went beyond this and
irged that Mr. Roosevelt had giv-
en general orders for the American

AV start siu g

The Germans asserted that the
Greer was the aggressor in the fight,

had not merely contented itself
with ascertaining the position of the |
submarine, but had begun the shoot- |

ing, and that the German craft had |

defended itself without ''being in a
position to know'’ the nationality of
the U. S. craft

The President took the attitude
that the Greer was on proper U. §
business on the high seas, that he
saw no reasaon to consider a German
blockade zone as having any effect
on the freedom of the seas for Amer-
ican vessels, and that the Greer,
in attempting to “eliminate” a Ger-

acted properly

In many quarters it was believed
that the prin
attack on the
create ar

Greer
ncident which would test
strength of the President's
foreign policy, and perhaps create
a national ten have Amer-
ican troops wit n from Iceland,
rdered to

paris of the

out the

pest to
iraw
and the na Al vessels

{ Lthe eastern

Perhaps, if the Germans had said
We are s ¥ but the torpe foes
vere i fr A lerable
distance ind w had thought the
Greer s Br jest er e
furor it w lave

died ' A
No bone vere broken or armor
plate d But the Germans de
cided ad irge Mr. Roose- |
velt witl iwving ordered the Amer-
ican ship t ittack the U-boat, and
the reactior 18 far as could be seen,
was quite the reverse { what the
Germans had planned and hoped for

One congressman said

“I'd believe Roosevelt against

Hitler any day in the week

And that summed up the
general public reaction. Most inter-
esting was the excitement of certain
super-isolat who immediate-
ly, following the encounter, had
said that the Greer was attacked by
a British submarine in a gigantic |
plot to get the United States into the
war

The acceptance by Germany of
the submarine’'s identity deflated
these arguments abruptly.

about

onists,

Showing (at top) is the U.S.S. Roper, sister ship of the Greer.

JAPAN:
Sees Defeat?

Arrival of a second tanker-load of
oil at Viadivostok without Japanese
interference was accompanied both
by a stiffening of the British-Ameri-
can attitude toward Nippon and a
sensational article in Japan News-
Week practically predicting a Nazi
defeat in this, the third year of the
war,

No attempt was made to suppress
the publication in a paper which
often reflects the views of high gov-
ernment circles.

At the same time a national news-
paper poll disclosed that Americans
had voted 70 per cent in favor of a

curbing of Japan even at the cost of |

war

Japan's News-Week said: “‘The
situation ushering in the third year
of war is such that although it does
not indicate that the Nazis and their
ill-founded plans have been defeat-
ed, it does mean that by the end
of the third year the finish of the
horrible carnage should be within
the grasp of the Allies.

"“"However well Hitler may have
thought he planned his march to
world domination, it is now quite
apparent that even he is fallible.”

Regardless of the officlal or un-
official character of the publication,

| observers saw in the permission to

circulate this article a powerful sign
of a milder Japanese viewpoint
toward the world situation, and a

| doubt in thinking circles as to the
man submarine after an attack, had

| an affinity which the United States
| and Britain were doing all in their

e purpose of the U-boat |
had been to |

wisdom of the Axis tie-up for Japan,

power to break down,

LENINGRAD:
Defense of City
Despite conflicting reports abous

the status of the battle for Lenin- |

grad, it was evident that the defense
of the city already had started, and

| that once again the Russians were

surprising the world with the
tenacity of their resistance, and
their willingness to make huge sac-
rifices for eventual victory.

Early in the German invasion of
Russia it had been stated that if

| the Russians were willing to make

the necessary sacrifices, and were
fight on even though
into retreat that might cost

willing to
forced

| them Leningrad, Moscow and Kiev,
the Germans

would find them as
crack as the Japanese
had found the Chinese.

France had the same opportunity,
but had failed. Would the Russians
really fight

The answer to that question al-
ready had been written in the history
of 24 months of warfare on the
eastern front, and the Russian de-
fense of their homeland was chal-
lenging the admiration of skeptical
England and even more skeptical

tough a nut to

| America
The end of September was going |

to bring the end of favorable blitz

| weather for the Germans, and most
military observers believed the Nazi |

army was in for a tough winter in

1 Russia.

l simply as

Round Leningrad

The map shows the area in
which the battle of Leningrad
was bitterly fought. (a) Schlues-
selburg, 25 miles from Lenin-
grad; (b) Kronstadt, Soviet naval
base and fortress; (¢) _Ivrijuki,
which witnessed some of the
grimmest fighting.

 CRUISERS:
Pair Take W ater

At Kearny, N. J., and at Quincy,
Mass., two more cruisers took the
water to add strength to America's
two-ocean navy, and a third's keel
was laid the same day at Philadel-
| phia.
| The Kearny ship, a 6,000-ton speed-
| ster, was reported to have a speed

of 43 knots, equal to the fastest de-

stroyer. Many secret features give
her this speed, it was said. The other
vessel, the San Juan, launched at

Quincy, was of similar characteris-

tics, but all information about her

in detail was withheld.

The launchings brought the total
of ships far past the 338 figure on
August 1, which did not include the
new battleships North Carolina and
Washington, floating but not yet in
actual service, also many smaller
craft,

The fleet actually in service in-
cluded 15 battleships, 6 aircraft car-
riers, 37 cruisers, 168 destroyers,
112 submarines.

FORTRESS:
Plane of the Hour

, Although there are only a few

| ““fortress bombers” in Britain tak-
ing part in the air blitz of Germany
and occupied points, the work they
were doing was bringing much com-
mendation that many styled them
“America’s outstanding contribution
to warfare."”

There was little mystery about the
new ships, for they were simply a
translating of the “‘stratoliner’’ into
a warplane.

And the United States, recognizing
the favorable reaction to this air
weapon in actual use, immediately
implemented it by giving a $337,-
000,000 order to Boeing and designat-
ing two other factories to make them

| In volume, giving Douglas a $9,700,-
000 contract for a few, and ordering

|

Friday, September 19, 1941

V7 adh cogion Dgedle
Billion More of Lend-Lease i##
For Agricultural Products

But It's Some Job to Decide What Should
Be Ordered Curtailed and What
Expanded on Farms.

!

By BAUKHAGE

National Farm and Home Hour Commentator.

WNU Service, 1343 H Street, N-W,
Washington, D, C,

By the time this is in print an-
other billion dollars will probably
be allocated from the lend-lease fund
to buy farm products.

When word of this was impending
the well-prepared legions of the de-
partment of agriculture pushed the
button and started one of the biggest
campaigns in the history of farm-
dom to turn the product of field and
pasture, sty and coop and creamery
toward their most effective goals.

These goals are the expansion of

| production of those products which

are needed for shipment to England,
for commercial export and for home
use. And it takes a nice eye and a
sharp pencil to figure out in advanee
just what productiion to expand,
what products to curtail so the farm-
er will come out right with enough to
sell and yet without a glut on his
hands.

Of course, milk and poultry prod-
ucts are high on the list of British
needs. There are pork products,
too. And all edible fats. And meat.

We have to have enough meat for
home consumption, of course, and
that has to be figured in, and when it
comes to fats we face a possible
shortage at home because imports

' are cut off. Take coconut oil. Nor-

mally, we use tons of that and we are
not getting it now.

A series of meetings of members
of the department of agriculture and
other employees of state agriculture
organizations and others started
with the September 1 gathering in
Salt Lake City. Then they moved

| eastward—September 18 in Chicago,

the Vega factory to get ready to |

put them owt on a basis of inter-
| changeable parts with those made
by Boeing and Douglas.

What the Fortress plane, as Brit-
ain called them, could do was being
demonstrated almost daily in war-
fare. The usual communique was
that a bombing had been carried
out, and *‘all our planes returned."”
A jaunt from Britain to Berlin was
just a short hop for these planes,
carrying a huge load of bambs and
moving high above accurate anti-

| aircraft fire, often not seen or heard
| until their explosives started hitting
| the ground.

Yet at least one had returned par-

tially damaged after an encounter |

with seven Nazi fighter planes, which
were forced to attack it from down
under. The usual technique of
| fighting a bomber is to swoop on
its tail from above,

The planes are four-motored, of
excessively high speed, capable of
flight, fully loaded, at 40,000 feet alti-
tude, carry a big crew, heavy arma-
ment, and a tremendous load of
large-caliber bombs.

It is known that a navy plane of
similar proportions is soon to be
launched and tested in this country.
It i1s even larger than the Fortress
bombers.

PLOT:
To Fuel l'-Boats

Baltimore, a port-of-call for the
German submarine Deutschland
during the last war, got a thrill out
of the revelation that a Portuguese
freighter, the Mello, was seized at
Norfolk, Va., after loading in the
Maryland city a cargo of 1,000 gal-

{ lons of lubricating oil, believed des-
| tined for German submarines at sea.

The Mello put into Norfolk, and
‘ during a routine customs examina-
tion, the supply of lubricating oil
which the ship was not licensed tc
| carry, was found, and it was listec
“stores."”

| Their composite name

on the twenty-second in New York
and one in Memphis on the twenty-
eighth,

These meetings are designed to
instruct those who will go out and
contact the farmers with regard to
the need for expansion of production
in certain lines, and the curtail-
ment in certain others. It has taken
a long time to find out just what
Great Britain needs from us. But
Undersecretary of Agriculture Paul
Appleby and Triple A Administra-
tor R. M. Evans have been in Eng-
land for some time and they have
managed to get together with the
British food ministry and iron things
out. Meanwhile, the experts here
have been figuring out just what we
need for ourselves and for commer-
cial export and as well as the farm
capacity to fill the need.

A Quick Glimpse
At New Super-Board

Who are the seven super-men who
make up the new super-board in
charge of the defense program?
is SPAB,
which stands, as you probably know
by this time, for supply, priorities
and allocation board.

Henry Wallace, chairman: Intelli-
gent, unpopular with extreme New
Dealers and conservatives, there-
fore presumably middle-of-the-road-

| er. A man who can listen to two

sides of a question and who has

| made the Triple A (whether you like
| it or not) work.

Donald Nelson, executive director:
Successful business man, believer in
defense, can get on with New Deal-
ers.

Members: William Knudsen, suc-
cessful, efficient master automobile
producer. Not so good at plan-
ning but he won't have to.

Sidney Hillman, successful labor
leader, shorn of many of his powers
but free to do the administrative
work he is capable of doing.

The secretaries of war and navy
(Stimson and Knox) both Republi-
cans, both with competent, co-opera-
tive staff men under them,

Harry Hopkins, close friend of the
President, hampered by ill health,
able to say ‘‘no"” to the President.

Leon Henderson: Here is probably
the most controversial subject on
the board. However, 1 have heard
many who disagreed with him thor-
oughly speak of his abilities with
respect. He is a forceful figure.

Eight men with the greatest task |

of production ever put on any group
of men in America. Upon their suc-
cess or failure may depend the
| shape of the world to come,
' The Business of Government
' Never Ceases
| In the news room of the National
| Broadcasting company in Washing-
ton there is a bulletin board. About

|

24 hours before one of those red
dates on the calendar come along,
the boss' secretary puts a notice on
the board. It reads:

‘“Monday, September 1 (or Thurs-
day, December 25, or whatever the
red-letter day is) will be a hohday.
Broadcasting will continue as
usual.”

The last sentence is a reminder to
announcers, entertainers, commen-
tators and engineers that while the
rest of the world will be fish ng or
loafing or motoring, ‘‘the show must
go on."

The news tickers will keep up
their monotonous chatter, the end-
less lengths of yellow paper with
their multifold chronicle of the hu-
man comedy—and tragedy—will un-
roll jerkily from the tireless ma-
chines, for those who care to listen
the story will go out over the air.

Shortly after the last time cne of
those ‘‘broadcasting as usual’’ mes-
sages was put on the bulletin board
a message came over the news tick-
ers. It read:

UPR

Washington.—Representative Cart-
wright, of Oklahoma, Says 12 Con-
gressmen Died During the Last Six
Months From Worry and Overwork.
Therefore, Reasons Cartwright. Con-
gress Needs a Rest . . .

The day before I had received a
letter from one of my listeners com-
plaining about the President going
off fishing and spending so many
week-ends in Hyde Park. Well, Mr.,
Cartwright may be wrong when lLe
says that all those congressmen died
of overwork. Some of them, | hap-
pen to know, did wear themselves
out at their jobs. And for more
than one government official, re-
gardless of holidays, government
goes on as usual.

As for the President, his job goes
on at Hyde Park with very lttle
interlude. For instance: It is Fri-
day in Washington, about 4:45 in the
afternoon. The White House news
conference is over and 200 reporters
are slowly filing out of the oval of-
fice which their combined bodily
heat has warmed beyond the best ef-
forts of the cooling system to com-
bat.

A Few on Platform.

Long before it is time for the spe-
cial train to pull out of Union sta-
tion a few favored citizens are on
the platform. The secret service has
been busy. A special police detail
is waving cars away from the south
entrance to the waiting room re-
served for special parties. A whole
crew of railroad men, detectives and
others whose functions are myster.-
ous to the layman are hurrying
about.

The newsmen who are to accom-
pany the President on the trip ar-
rive and take their places in the din-
ing car. This car is the busiest on
the train. The genial Clarcnce
Queen, dusky chef, has a well
stocked larder.

The President won't use the diner
tonight. It is nearly 11 and a secret
service man comes up and whis-
pers in the ear of William Hassett,
the secretary who usually acco~ pa-
nies the President to Hyde Purk
while Secretary Early holds the fort
in Washington.

Hassett hurries off. In a few mo-
ments a limousine drives rigit up
to the private car. It stops oproste
the ramp which has been s=et up
from the floor to the platform of the
car. The President, without cere-
mony of any kind, makes his wav un
the ramp alone. There will Lo a
last word with Hassett, perlars a
lemonade, and the presidential val-
et will be called to the compart-
ment. The secret service men will
take up their vigil. The train pul's
out,

Business Goes On,

The lights in the diner and ir tre
club car will burn long. There ore
some early morning stories to le
written by the reporters. But in tl e
President's car where the seciotu-
ries and other staff workers ave
their compartments, there will te
silence,

Next morning the President wil
breakfast at his home in Hyde Park
and out will come the brief cace

again. There will be trips around
the estate, perhaps a picnic in which
the newsmen and the neighborhood
joins as they always do on Lobor
day. But between times there will

be phone calls to Washington and
frequently official visitors.
Government goes on.
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