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THE PLAINS OF TF.XAS

—_—

thb‘ Panhandle and the South
Plains is approximately 36,000
square miles. An- idea of the
area of the country ¢an be gained

|from the statement that’it is lar-

paper Man.

.....

STORY TOLD BY AN IOWA MAX

Character of Soil, Water, Rain Fall,
Field Crops, Vegetables and Pos-
sibilities in General.

Ed F. Corbin, connected with
the Farmers’ Tribune, Sioux
City, Iowa, who was here about
the first of this month with his
wife on a trip to see and get data
concerning the Panhandle coun-
try writes his paper as follows:

We have frequently heard it
said that the young man of today
does not have the opportunities
for money making that were en-
joyed by our fathers and grand-
fathers. We have just returned
from an ‘extensive trip through

* ' the Panhandle and South Plains

- South of

country of Texas. We went there
for the purpose of ascertaining
the desirability of farmers buy-
ing homes in that section. While
in that magnificent country it oc-
curred to us that, were it possi-
ble for those who are pessimistic
with reference to present oppor-
tunities, to see the Panhandle
country and learn of the oppor-
tunities it offers they would
change their minds. "While we
were on our way to the South-
west we were wont to compare
the ease with which homeseekers
can now make a trip to the Pan-
handle and inspect the land, with
the difficulties that were experi-
enced by the pioneers who came
to Jowa and surrounding states
in the early days. If you makeé
a trip to the Southwest now you
may, if you wish, be carried to
and from your destination in ele-
‘gant railroad coaches; you may
take excellent meals on the diner
and sleep in a comfortable berth.
One can make the round trip to
the Panhandle and spend several
days there for an outlay of less
than $50. Compare this to the
overland journey in a prairie
schooner that the pioneers to the
western states made half a cent-
ury or so agd and think of the
privations and- dangers ' they
faced. These people located on
land that required a half century
or more to become worth from
$80 to $150 per.acre, but we are
firmly of the opinion that the
Jand which can now be bought in
the Texas Panhandle at $12.50 to
$25 per acre will be worth what
Iowa and Illinois land is now
worth in less than fifteen years.
Roughly speaking, the Panhan- |e
dle is that portion of Texas
north of the 34th parallel of
tude, it bei bounded on tho
west by New Mexico and on the
north and east -by Okhhomt.
the Panhandle
are the South Plains w

hwdli

1 are | of
in every way to the Pan-
'l‘!le combined ‘area ot

o————

1 Below this is a subsoil of m
the same character, although it

Delaware, Connecticut, Rhode
Island, Massa.chusetts, Vermont
and New Hampshlre

The soil is a rich chb&olate col-
ored loam, ranging in depth from
a few inches to three or four feet.
h

is a few shades lighter in color.
It is very similar to the subsoil
found in a large portion of north-
western Iowa. The subsoil va-

Iries in depth from a few inches

to 40 feet. Beneath this subsoil
is a layer of white mineral sub-
stance and rock, We fraveled
several hundred miles in an auto-
mobile through the territory con-
tiguous to Canyon 'City, Here-
ford, Amarillo, Plainview, Happy
and Friona and we found no land

that was not capable of being

tilled except that immediately
adjoining the canyons and
streams, and in most cases land
could be plowed up to the very
edge of those canyons and
streams.

According to the recordsof the
U. S. Weather Bureau located at
Amarillo, the averageasainfall for
the past fifteen years has been
22.67 incher—within two or three
inches of the annual rainfall of
Sioux City for the same period.
While we have no authority for
making the statement, we are of
the opinion that the rainfall in
the country south, east and west
of Amarillo is not less than at
Amarillo and probably greater.
In this connection it will be in-
teresting to know that by far the
largest rainfall comes during the
growing season—April. May,
June, July, August and Septem-
ber—-the total average for those
months for the 15 years mention-
ed above being 17.05 inches. An
abundance of pure water can be
obtained at a depth of from 30 to
200 feet. The records of the lo-
cal weather station show that the
average temperature for the
three summer months is 71.9 de-
grees while the average for the
three winter months is 39.4 de-
grees.

The altitude -of the country
ranges from 2,800 to 4,000 feet.
Owing to this high altitude the
nights in summer are very cool,
although the days are quite warm.
For the same reason the crops in
the Panhandle are very similar
to those of Iowa, Illinois and sur-
rounding states. Alfalfa is a

‘profitable crop, from three to five,

and, we were told by farmers
living there, that as high as six

cuttings have been made in bne

year. The annual yield is from
three to five tops per acre. We
publish in connection with this
article an illustration of a scene
in an al field near Canyo
Cit. This photograph was
ay 17th. . Alfalfa does mu

better on what is called sub-irri-
gun land than it does on higher

d. By sub-irrigated land is
meant low or land that is

s rar s

saw field after field of wheat that

looked good and much of it was|:

heading out nicely, but it was es-
timated by old residents that the
yield would be short.

It was es- :

saw near Hereford would yield
between 20 and 25 bushels per
acre. We understand that as
high as 40 bushels have been
raised.

Oats do well, producing from
380 to 70 bushels per acre. The
oats we saw in May were appa-
rently doing well and a fair yield
was looked for. The Panhandle
is not an Indian corn country
because the cold nights are un-
favorable-to its growth, although
we talked with farmers who had
raised 40 bushels per acre. . Milo
maize and Kaffic corn are sure
crops, Even though a spring
should be unusually “\dry and the
wheat and oat- crops should be a
failure, milo maize and Kaffir
corn can still be plantedand a
fair yield is almost a certainty.
We learned from farmers that

and cherries yield good ‘crops.
We saw trees loaded with cher-
ries that were larger than peas,
and we saw peaches that were
almost as large as robin’s eggs
the middle of May. The possi-
bilities of the country so far as

The New Victor Cultvalor

apples, peaches, prunes, pears |

made by Parlin & Orendorff,

up-to-date cultivator on the market.
latest improvements, being a balance frame, for
either riding or walking, parallel or ridget beam, e
wide or narrow tred, with best soft center hard face :

fruits are concerned are not fully !
known because people have not,
yet had .an opportunity to see'
just what can be done along that
line.

In the South Plains country
cotton is raised very successful- ,
ly. All vegetables common to
such a climate give big yields.
Last year-a farmer living south
of Hereford raised a patch of ten
rows of cabbage 30 yards inl
length. After he and his son
had used what they needed for
their families he sold the remain-
der for $77.30, in addition to
which he received $3 in cash pri-
zes at a local fair. At this rate
cabbages would yield $1,360 per
acre. :

)

Hereford is to have a new de-
pot. The first carload of brick
has been placed on the ground.
The site selected for the new
structure lies between the main
track and Curfsinger’s store. It
will face oh Dewey avenue. Plans
and specifications call for.a build-
ing 78x120 feet, two stories high.
The first story, or ground floor,
will be used for the offices, wait-
ing and baggage rooms; the sec-
ond will be arranged for living
rooms. The material will be

pressed brick on a concrete foun-
dat.ion.-—Hereford Brand.

New Depot for Hereford.

: A petii;ion is in circulation and
has been signed by four hundred

"Voters, for a new courthousé and

jail. The commissioners’ court
will take the matter up on Satur-
day and put it before the people
in t.he form of an election. That
crops|® new .courthonse and jail are
much needed necessities in Plain-

view, is & self-evident fact. —Hyle
we | County Herald.
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is the latest and most
It has all the

shovels, dust’ proof boxes, being very strong and easy

to adjust, all parts made from 'the very best material
‘and is fully warranted. Being overstocked with cul-
tivators, we are making extremely low priqes» in or=

PR

der to reduce our stock.,

Baker Perfoct Barbed Wire, American Field Fence,

We want to supply you with . ,~

ol

Eclipse Windmills, McCormick Harvesting Machinoty.

Our stock of Implements, Wagons, Buggiés,*Water e

Call in and let us show you some of the many things we carry, too
: numerous to mention.

and Well Supplies, Queensware, Shelfware, Etc., 3

is complete. ; : 3

We are on the east side of the

%
-courthouse. We respectfully solicit your business. '
RELIABLE GOODS AT REASONABLE PRICES j‘
| Maize Heads - Kaffir Corn |
1 We buy them, heads or threshed. b
{ We crush them for you. b 4
b We sell the ground feed. £y
} Highest Market Prices Paid and the “other fellow never { ’“
{ undersells us. b X
{ }
' Star Mill and Elevator Co. A
{1 ) i
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