Light Planes Coming To UPT

Team Assists
Bad Weather

Forecasters

Activities of a wunit
assigned to temporary duty at
Reese will be adding something
to the area skyscape during the
next few weeks.

The addition to the normal air
traffic of jet trainers, rescue heli-
copters, and commercial planes
in the area are weather balloons
being sent aloft by Flight A, 6th
Weather Squadron (Mobile), to
study atmospheric conditions and
gather information to be used in
severe weather forecasting. Flight
A’'s mother unit is stationed at
Tinker AFB, Oklahoma. The
flight will be at Reese until late
in May and will be sending up
at least two balloons every day.
It is on its third annual tour to
this base.

The unit is one of four as-
signed by the National Coordin-
ating Committee for Aviation Me-
teorology to duties in its ‘‘Tor-
nado Alley 1964" severe weather
observation program. The pro-
gram is designed to give supple-
mentary weather data support for
civil and military weather warn-
ing services from Feb. 15 through
Sept. 15. Operations of Tornado
Alley units are restricted to the
area east of' the Rocky Moun-
tains,

Flight chief MSgt. William J.
Rummel said the value Jof units
like his own is in their capability
for mobility.

By moving around the coun-
try they are able to give fixed
national weather reporting net-
works a greater amount of
information *han would other-
wise be available.

* As Sergeant Rummel told it,

_ Flight A is mainly responsible for

gathering information by radio
and wind soundings (Rawin-
sonde) using instruments capable
of measuring atmospheric condi-
tions from surface level to alti-
tudes of 80,000 feet or higher.

The instruments in use by the
flight include those necessary for
determining wind, temperature,
humidity, and pressure plus the
radio equipment required to track
and record findings.

A typical ‘launch” would en-
tail preparing the balloon and in-
struments for flight, activating
the inexpensive water battery used
to power the instruments, and
setting up- the unit's ground me-
teorological detector, a kind of
radio direction finder.

In flight, the instruments on
(See Tornado, Page 3)

Bill Would Boost

Academy Strength
WASHINGTON (AFNS)—The

ir Force will get an approxi-
mate 74 per cent boost in author-

ized Air Force Academy cadet
strength under terms of a bill
awaiting signature by President

Lyndon B. Johnson.

The bill allows the Air- Force
to increase the number of cadets
in training from 2,529 to 4,417.
The same increase is provided for
the Army Military Academy. The
Navy has been authorized the
higher cadet strength for some
time.

Enactment of the new law will,
for the first time, set up uniform
statutory provisions applicable to
all three Service academies.

recently |’
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RHIP—First Reese man notified of prmoiion
to a supergrade in the April quota, CMSgt.
George O. Crain, Detachment 13, Western

Roach)

: Lft and rihf,
A1C Allen T.
adorned for the day (Photo by A2C Larry

AIC William A. Olson and
Kester, polish the new stripes,

Air Rescue Service, basks in his new glory.

Units Urged To Hit Goals

Hope that all Reese units speed
up contributions to the Federal
Service Joint Crusade without de-
lay was expressed this week by
Maj. Joseph V. Sullivan, crusade
chairman, as the final week of
the campaign approached.

The major said the crusade at
Reese terminates: March 16 and
only five units have reached the
100 per cent participation goal.

““Some of our units have re-
ported success far below this
goal,” Major Sullivan said. ‘‘Some
of them may just be lagging on
reporting. But the records show
much work is yet to be done in
the remaining few days if we
approach our 100 per cent par-
ticipation.’

Five units—the two pilot train-
ing squadrons, Student Squadron,
Rescue Detachment and Field
Training Detachment — previous
to this week reached the goal.

As of Tuesday afternoon this
week, Air Base Group had 60
per cent participation, the Dep-
uty Commander for Material had
55 per cent, the Hospital had 60

GEMINI TO WATER—Astronaut James Lovell, right, goes into
the water, as Gordon Harvey, left, a member of the astronaut
training program gets set to jump. The jumps are part of a
training program seeking methods of leaving the Gemini space
capsule in water.

per cent and civilian personnel
25 per cent. Reports had not
been received from other units.

*“This is a worthy cause,” Ma-
jor Sullivan commented. *“‘Our
money goes to aid in the re-
search and other campaigns
against crippling and killing dis-
eases. It goes to help feed and
inform persons in other lands
who otherwise might be influ-
enced by our enemy.

‘“Reese has a record of meet-
ing its responsibilities in every
worthy drive over the years.
There is no need for us to fail
now. Our civilian neighbors are
depending on us to do our part
and our national and base lead-
ers are expecting us all to par-
ticipate in this crusade. Time is
short, but the remaining days
should bring notable results.”

Historical Unit
Seeking Members

The Air Force Historical Foun-
dation, an organization dedicated
to placing the history of airpower
in its true perspective, has is-
sued a call for new members.

The foundation, headed by
Maj. Gen. Benjamin D, Foulois
(Ret.), one of the first military
pilots in the history of airpower,
lists as its most important pur-
suit . a continuing effort to
free men's thinking from estab-
lished values and patterns which
are products of historical ex-
amples that evolutionary pro-
cesses have outmoded.”

A pamphlet published by the
foundation explains its goals for
prospective new members.

Membership is open to all of-
ficers, airmen and civilians. Cap-
tain Floyd Longwell is Reese
project " officer.
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EXCESS COSTLY

Air Force personnel exceeding
weight allowance on shipment of
furniture at government expense
must pay for the excess. Failure
to dispose of useless or broken
articles before shipment may

prove costly.

Many Graduates
Given TAC Duty

Almost half of the 36 young
officers graduating March 27
from undergraduating pilot train-
ing at Reese are being reassigned
to Tactical Air Command.

Sixteen' members of Class 64-F
are going to TAC, with six re-
assigned to Air Defense Com-
mand, five to Strategic Air Com-
mand, five to Air Training Com-
mand, two of them remaining at
Reese as instructor pilots, and
two to Military Air Transport
Service. Two graduates are ' re-
turning to Air National Guard
units to serve as pilots and in-
structors.

The graduates are moving to
16  different bases and will fly
ten types of aircraft for the U.S.
Air Force and two for the Na-
tional Guard.

Seven graduates are assigned
as radar pilots for TAC, while
others will fly C-123, C-130 and

C-135 transport planes, B-52
bombers, KC-135 refueling air-
craft, F-100 and F-102 fighters,

H-21 helicopters and T-37 and
T-38 jet trainers.

Tralmng Tlme

Will Be Cut
To 52 Weeks

HQ. ATC, RANDOLPH
AFB, TEX. —Light airplane
flying training is being sched-
uled back into the Air Train-
ing Command pilot training
program as one move to meet
the need for an increased
pilot production rate.

A flight indoctrination pro-
gram for pilot trainees will be
conducted by civilian contractors
using a commercial light airplane.
It will be initiated in the fiscal
year starting July 1, 1965, to
meet the USAF new annual pilot
goal of 2,700 jet pilots in Fiscal
Year 1967, starting a year later.

Headquarters USAF has ap-
proved a higher pilot produc-
tion rate with firm word that
there will be no additions %o
the present eight undergradu-
ate pilot training bases.

(Reese is one of the eight UPT

bases.)

ATC officials are currently de-
veloping plans and details for the
revised pilot program aimed at
meecting the increased pilot need
with minimum cost increase.

ATC officials say the new
program will be 52 weeks in
length instead of the present
55 weeks.

The total flying hours for each
student will be reduced from 262
to 240 with 30 hours of this de-
voted to light plane training. Of
the 210 hours of jet fllght train-
ing, 90 hours will be in the T-37
and 120 hours in the T-38.

A test program is being con-
ducted at Laughlin AFB to de-
termine the best means of maxi-
mizing training from each hour
available. This program, 42
weeks in length, employs im-
proved flight time utilization tech-
niques,

Re-introducing a light plane
phase to flight training will
reduce training cost in early
phases where attrition is high-
est.

This permits an increase in
numbers trained at a lesser cost
escalation than a simple program
expansion.

Present ATC figures on attri-
tion show that ROTC students
who have had a flight orienta-
tion program have better chances
of success in jet training than
those who haven't.

The light aircraft, yet to be
selected, will be purchased by
USAF and leased to contractors
who will fly and maintain them.
Exact procedure for establishing
contracts for flying service has
not been determined.

T-37 PIT Moves
To New Location

Movement of the T-37 Pilot
Instructor Training School (PIT)
from Williams AFB to James Con-
nally AFB will be completed with
start of Class 64-1 on March 13.

Classes are scheduled for entry
every 2| training days and will
consist alternately of 27 and 28
students per class. A total of 275
instructor pilots will graduate in
10 classes each year. The course
will last 10 weeks.

The new course will provide
the T-37 instructor pilots for all
Undergraduate Pilot Training
bases within "ATC. A total per-
manent party of 43 officers and
14 airmen will be assigned to the
3514 Flying Training Squadron.

X-15 REFURBISHING—The Speedy X-15 rocket plane is rapidly
taking shape on the West Coast. This model  of the X-15 is
being rebuilt from ship No. 2 that crashed at Mud Lake, Nev.,
November, 1962. The modified aircraft will be capable of 30-
seconds of sustained flight at Mach 6 (more than 6,000 feet

per second or 4,000 miles an

“hour).


















