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GOP predicts gains as primary filing period ends

By MICHAEL HOLMES
and PEGGY FIKAC
Associated Press Writers

AUSTIN (AP) - The two major
political partics have completed their
primary clection ballots, with Texas
Republicans predicting bold gains
and Democrats saying not so fast.

GOP Chairman Tom Pauken,
buoyed by growth that he said is
bringing Republican primarics to all
254 counties for the first ime, voiced
the hope for big things in 1996.

““I think we’ve really got the best
slate of candidates we’ve ever had,™
Pauken said. “What we're trying o
do is put together a conservative

infrastructure.”
But new statc Democratic
Chairman Bill White vowed a

vigorous cffort by his party after
losses in recent years.

“The interestamong high-quality
candidates in running under the
Democratic banner has been very
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good this year,”” White said.

Democrats’ goals, he said, include
doing ‘‘a better job, frankly, than we
have done in the past ... 1o make sure
that our candidates at all levels
effectively communicate their
mainstream values and belicfs 1o the
public, so that the image of the
Democratic Party is more an image
of the future.”

Tuesday was the deadline for
candidates to file for the March 12
primaries. Runoff clections will be
April 9.

In the presidenual primarics,
President Clinton was joined on the
ballot by a number of lesser-known
hopefuls, while all the major
Republicans filed.

U.S. Sen. Phil Gramm, R-Texas,
utilized the state’s unusual “LBJ
Law" to file for both president and
re-clection.

That law, first passed for then-Sen.
Lyndon Johnson’s dual races in 1960,

The tax form cometh

Hereford postmaster Charles Britten shows some of the thousands of income tax forms that
are being delivered here by mail carriers. Britten said these stacks are just for one route.
The forms started going out on Tuesday, with the remainder scheduled to be delivered today.

Shutdown-ending bill faces
challenge in defiant House

By ALAN FRAM
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) - Defiant
House Rcpublicans arc resisting a
Senatc-passed bill that would end a
record-length partial federal
shutdown by temporarily returning
federal workers to their jobs with pay.

With President Clinton and
congressional leaders planning to
resume Whitec House budget talks
today, House Speaker Newt Gingrich
planned to first brief rank-and-file
GOP lawmakers on sessions that both
sides say are making progress.

Underscoring House differences
with the more moderate Scnate,
Gingrich on Tuesday linked an end
to the 19-day shutdown to an
agreement with Clinton on balancing
the budget by 2002.

“If there is an agreement on a
basis for balancing the budget, a lot
of things could happen in a very few
hours,”” Gingrich, R-Ga., told

' reporters.

The Senate used a unanimous
voice vote Tuesday to approve a
measure by Senate Majority Leader
Bob Dole, R-Kan., that would
immediately return 260,000 idled
federal employees to work through
Jan. 12 and pay them. It also would
pay the necarly 500,000 other civil
servants who have been ordered to
report to work without pay because
their agencies’ budgets remain
unapproved.

“I don't sec any sense in what
we've been doing,” said Dole, adding
that by Jan. 12, ““We're going to
know by then if we're serious’” about
striking a budget-balancing deal.

Rep. John Bochner of Ohio,
chairman of the House Republican
Conference, said today the Senate bill

See related story,
Page 10

would not be considered in the House
today unless there was an agreement
with the president on a balanced
budget.

““‘Although there is a crisis and a
lot of government employees arc
experiencing some hardship, the fact
is 260 million Americans are facing
another crisis - a budget that is out of
balance and has been for 30 ycars,””
Bochner said on *““CBS This
Moming.”

The Scnate also approved an
alternative bill that would return
furloughed workers to their jobs but
not pay them. In addition, the
measure would approve money fora
host of federal functions that would
otherwise be halted, such as
providing meals for the eclderly,
protective services for children and
some benefits for veterans, American
Indians and the unemployed.

U.S. District Judge Emmet G.
Sullivan said he would rule today on
arequest by federal workers’ unions
that would bar the government from
forcing employees to work without
pay during the shutdown.

The 104th Congress was set o
begin its second session today, which
will run through this year. Both sides
pledged in November to try to
complete a seven-year
balanced-budget pact during the first
session, and Republicans sought to
remind the public of that.

“Tonight, I hope the president will
meet that obligation’’ and agree to a
deal, Gingrich said before Tucsday's
ncgotiating session.

also is being uscd this year by Fred
Hudson of Center, who listed his
occupation as lawyer-merchant and
i1s secking both the Democratic
presidential nomination and the
party’s nomination for the U.S. Housc
in the 2nd Congressional District.
Pauken said Gramm's chances
were good to win the 123 Texas
delegates to the Republican National
Convention. But he said Kansas Sen.
Robert Dole might do well if he has
sweplt the earlier primaries in states
lcading up to Texas.
“Right now, Phil Gramm is the
favorite,” he said.
In the Senate race, where Gramm
1s seeking a third term, his primary
«hallengers were former state Sen.
Henry C. Grover of Houston and
David Young of Austin, a former
Democrat who has run unsuccessfully
for a string of statewide posts.
On the Democratic side, the Senate
primary tumed into a genuine battle.

When the three-hour meeting was
over, a joint statcment by the
ncgotiators cited ‘“‘constructive
progress’’ and said the talks would
rcsume today, their fifth meeting in
six days.

Mcmbers of both sides, speaking
on condition of anonymity, said no
agreements were reached Tuesday but
that differences over tax cuts and
other issues were discussed,

“Now, even some of the more
jaded among us feel the potential for
adcal is out there,”” one Republican
said, adding that *‘specific numbers”’
were talked over.

Both sides favor relying mostly on
savings from Medicare, Medicaid and
dozens of other domestic programs,
and both want atax cut. Republicans
want to chop more deeply in each
category than the president prefers.

The Los Angeles Times reports in
today’s ecditions that Clinton has
privately told Republican leaders he
is willing to agree to a capital gains
tax cut as part of a broader budget
agreement. The Times notes that
Clinton has indicated previously he
might consider a capital gains tax cut,
but says his comments to GOP leaders
mark the first time he has offered to
support such a reduction as part of a
budget compromise.

The split between House and Senate
Republicans over the shutdown has
existed for weeks, growing as the
current closure began Dec. 16. There
was more GOP unity during an earlier,
six-day shutdown in November.

Driven in large part by its large,
confrontational freshman class, the
House GOP has argued for weeks that
the closure keeps pressure on Clinton
to bargain serigusly over climinating
the federal deficit.

Seeking the nomination to
challenge Gramm'’s re-election are
two congressmen - Johp Bryant of
Dallas and Jim Chapman of Sulphur
Springs - plus Heuston lawyer John
Odam and Victor Morales of
Crandall, a high school teacher.*

Joining Bryant and Chapman in
giving up scats in the U.S. House
were five other Texas congressmen,
making for onc of the most open
congressional ficlds in years.

Also stepping down this year are
U.S.Reps. Ron Coleman, D-El Paso;

Kika Dc LaGarza, D-McAllen; Jack
Fields, R-Humble; Pecte Geren,
D-Fort Worth; and Charles Wilson,
D-Lufkin.

Pauken said the GOP's goals for

(See PRIMARY, Page 2)

AUSTIN (AP) - Here is a list
of primary election candidates
filing for some federal and state
offices, as provided Tuesday by
state and county Democratic and
Republican parties. (An “i"”
denotes incumbent.)

PRESIDENT
Democratic:

President Bill Clinton (1)

Willie Felix Caner, Fort Worth

Sal Casamassima, Houston

Ted Gunderson, Nevada

Dr. Heather Anne Harder, Indiana

Fred Hudson, Center

Lyndon H. LaRouche, Jr, Virginia

Elvena E. Lloyd-Duffie, Illinois
Republican:

l.amar Alexander, Tennessee

Patrick J. Buchanan, Virginia

State primary election ballots

Charles E. Collins, Flonda

U.S. Senate Majonity Leader Bob Dole,
Kansas "

Susan Ducey, Pennsylvania

Steve Forbes, New Jersey

U.S. Sen. Phil Gramm, College Station

Alan L.. Keyes, Maryland

Mary “Yrance' LeTulle, Ausun

U.S. Sen. Richard G. Lugar, Indiana

Morry Taylor, lllinois

U.S. SENATE

Democratic:

U.S. Rep. John Bryant, Dallas

US. Rep. Jim Chapman, Sulphur
Springs

Victor M. Morales, Crandall

John Will Odam, Houston
Republican:

U.S. Sen. Phil Gramm (1)

Henry C. “Hank'* Grover, Houston

David Young, Austin
U.S. REP, District 13

Democratic:

Aaron Alejandro, Wichita Ialls

Samuel Silverman, Amanllo
Republican:

U.S.Rep. Mac Thomberry, Clarendon
()

U.S. REP,, District 17

Democratic:

U.S. Rep. Charles W. Stenholm,
Stamford (1)
Republican:

Rudy lzzard, San Angelo

U.S. REP, District 19

Democratic:

Michael G. Clennan, Perryton

John Sawyer, [Lubbock
Republican:

U.S. Rep. Larry Combest, Lubbock (1)

Four county incumbents

County Sheriff Joc Brown will be
challenged by aformer deputy, Fidel
Reyna Jr., in the March Democratic
Primary, and therc will be three

contested county races in the
November general clection.
The election races were sct

Wednesday when the deadline passed
for Democratic or Republican
candidates to file an application for
a place on the primary ballot. Four
Democratic incumbents have filed for
reelection, with only Brown drawing
an opponent in the primary.

The incumbents are Brown, county
sheriff; Margaret Del Toro, county
tax assessor-collector; Tony Castillo,

Precinct 1 county commissioncer; and
Troy Don Moore, Precinct 3
commissioner.

Waync Betzen, 40, a farmer in the
Dawn area, filed yesterday as a
Rcpublican candidate in the Precinct
1 county commissioncr race,
according to Fran Tooley, county
GOP chairman.

Mike Morrison had previously
filed for county sheriff, and Dan Hall
had filed as a candidatce for Precinct
3 county commissioner in the GOP
primary clections.

With Reyna filing as a Democratic
candidate, oniy the sheriff’s race will
be contested in the March 12 primary

#\a face opponents this year

clections. And, with Betzen filing in
the Republican primary, only Del
Toro will be unopposed in the
November general clections.

Reyna, 42, is a former deputy
under Sheriff Brown. He currently
is employed as a parole officer in
Amarillo, according to Roddy Allred,
county Democratic party chairman.

The party primary clections are
scheduled March 12. Early voting
will be held from Feb. 21 to March
8. Party precinctconventions will be
held March 12 1o clect delegates to
county or district conventions.
Runoff Primary Elcction Day is sct
for April 9.

New Years snow melts away;
warmer weather on the way

By JEAN PAGEL
Associated Press Writer
LUBBOCK, Texas (AP)
Accumulations of snow in Lubbock
wore off like a New Year's resolu-
tion, and forecasters say more warmer

weather is in store today.

Freezing cold had tightened its
grasp Tuesday across much of the
state.

A half-foot of snow fell in Van
Hom in far West Texas. Freeze and
frost warnings were in effect for the
typically warm Rio Grande Valley.
Temperatures, however, weren't
expected to dip low enough to harm
agriculture.

*“The major crops that are in right
now would be carrots, cabbage,
onions - all your winter vegetables.
Those are extremely cold-hardy
crops, and it will not hurt any of
those,”” said Bill Weeks, executive

\vice president of Texas Citrus and

Vegetable Growers.

Wecks said citrus crops would not
suffer unless temperatures plunge and
stay in the 20s.

Today's highs for most of West
Texas were expected to be in the 40s,
and after a drop into the 20s again
tonight, Thursday's highs should be
in the mid-50s, the National Weather
Service said.

About 2 inches femained on the
ground in Lubbock, left over from
frozen precipitation and high winds
that caused some of the city utility’s
electric fuses to blow out Monday.
Temperatures hovered in the 20s.

Cotton experts on the dry South
Plains were thankful for the snow.
And they hoped this cold spell would
help kill off the boll weevil, a pest
that has survived the mild winters of
recent years.

“Although it (the cold) is not
necessarily all that pleasant, we need
to have it,” said Don Johnson,
executive vice president of Plains
Cotton Growers in Lubbock.

Don Jennings, street superinten-
dent in Lubbock, said crews worked

into the night putting salt and sand at
intersections.

“It’s slick in a few spots, but
basically was pretty good,” Jennings
said.

Streets were caked with ice in

Alpine and every tow truck was busy
Tuesday, said police dispatcher
Maribel Castro. Nonc of the

fender-benders was serious.
Thick snow fell Tuesday after-
noon, she said.
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Make a fist please

Amy Reynolds, mobile services coordinator for the Coffee
Memorial Blood Center, prepares to take John Smith’s blood
during a special blood drive held Tuesday in the Community
Center. The drive was sponsored by Coffee Memorial Blood
Center, HRMC, K-Bob's and the Deaf Smith County Chamber
of Commerce Women’s Division.




























