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While touring the community, Coahoma first graders rode the Lil'Sooper lift. The students became acquainted
with service field employees as part of their studies.

Hercld photo by Martha E. Flores

The Associaied Press

WASHINGTON D.C. — Congress
voted Friday to phase out wool and
mohair subsidies over the next two

ears, resolving a dispute that had
held up a $71 billion spending bill for
agricultural programs.

A measure approved by the House
and Senate provides for ranchers to
get 75 percent of the usual subsidies
for wool and mohair produced in
1994, half for the 1995 crop and
none for 1996.

The measure was separate from
the $71 billion spending bill for agri-
cultural programs in the budget year
starting Oct. 1.

Opponents of the controversial
subsidy program had tried to use the

Sunday, October 17, 1993

1 Congress votes t”o'phase '
« out wool, mohair subsidies

spending bill to cut off payments
starting Oct. 1.

However, ranchers complained
that doing that would cut off pay-
ments for wool and mohair shorn in
1993, because payments aren’t made
until the spring of the following cal-
endar year.

Ranchers said that would cause
economic hardship because they
have borrowed money against the
expected payments. The subsidies
will cost $190 million for 1993,

Texas producers are the biggest
beneficiaries of the program, with
some 16,000 ranchers in 35 West
Texas counties earning $85 million
of the subsidies last year. More than
90 percent of the nation’s mohair
and 25 percent of the country’s wool

comes from Texas, largely from rural
Edwards Plateau counties.

Supporters say the payments
under the 40-year-old program are
crucial to the survival of many wool
and mohair ranchers. But opponents
say the payments are a waste of
money that often go to the well-ofT.

The House approved its version of
the spending bill Sept. 30. The Sen-
ate approved the spending bill early
Friday, then approved the other bill
phasing out the subsidies. The House
then passed the phase-out bill Fri-
day.

Both measures go to President
Clinton.

The subsidy bill provides new
interim help to ranchers. During the

First graders pound

Coahoma pavement

MARTHA E. FLORES
Regional Editor

COAHOMA - Coahoma Elementary
first graders took to the streets Fri-
day.

Seventy-five students along with
teachers and parents walked a five-
block area, visiting with store keep-
ers, firefighters, city employees, ser-
vice station attendants and post
office personnel.

“This is the culminating activity to
our community helpers unit,”
teacher Judith Prince said. “The

study is of all the different helpers of
the community, school, fire depart-
ment, water department, barber
shop, city hall and service sector.

“It is about all the people that help
us make daily life possible.”

The group began their tour at the
school, continuing to the fire station,
city hall, Lil' Sooper Market, post
office and a service station. The last
stop was lunch at Dairy Queen.

Craig Light, 7, said, “I like going to
the fire station because they are cool
and nice. I want to be one when I

grow up.”

Crystal Lomas, 6, was more
impressed with the post office, where
she learned how mail was processed
and was given a coloring book.

Leslie Rodriguez, 6, said she
enjoyed the elevator at the Lil’ Soop-
er best. “It went up and [ wasn't
scared,” she said.

Each year the first grade teachers
take their classes throughout the
town. Other teachers participating
were Sherry Rowden, Terry Cook
and Peggy Hodnett. The teachers
had about 20 parents helper.

Feed a sheep sorghum, save a butterfly

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON D.C. — How could
feeding sorghum to sheep help the
monarch butterfly?

By preventing overgrazing on the
monarch’s winter habitat in Mexico,
says the U.S. Feed Grains Council.

A sorghum sheep-feeding demon-
stration sponsored by the ... council
may help solve the plight of the
monarch butterflies in Mexico and
increase exports of U.S.-produced
grain sorghum,” the organization
reported recently. .

The council has been conducting a
sheep-feeding demonstration, using
grain sorghum produced in the Unit-
ed States.

“In one year, the program has put
150,000 head of lamb on feed as a

World sugar stocks dipping to

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Global consump-
tion of sugar will outpace production
in the 1993-94 crop year and cut
stocks to their lowest level in four
years, the Agriculture Department
says.

“However, world raw sugar prices
are relatively stable as harvests
begin this month in Europe,” a
recent report by the Economic
Research Service added.

Global consumption is forecast at
112.9 million metric tons, up mar-
ginally from the revised estimate for
1992-93.
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direct result of the demonstration,
and we project up to 450,000 head
on feed over the next two years,”
said William Mark, the council’s
director of international operations.

“The program has clearly demon-
strated the value of putting animals
on feed as opposed to simply graz-
ing,” he said.

Furthermore, the Mexican govern-
ment heard of the demonstration
“and determined that it could not
only help local sheep producers, but
could help save the winter habitat of
the monarchs,” the council said.

The habitat was being destroyed
by overgrazing by local sheep pro-
ducers, it related.

“The overgrazing of the land was
leading to a number of problems,
including soil erosion and a decline

“The lack of substantial year-to-
year growth is due to a significant
drop in sugar use in the Russian Fed-
eration and elsewhere in the former
Soviet Union and Central Europe, as
well as slower consumption growth
in China and India,” the report said.

“These developments offset strong
consumption growth in many popu-
lous developing countries such as
Pakistan, up 4.4 percent to 3.8 mil-
lion; Indonesia, up 4.4 percent to 2.6
million tons; Brazil, up 2.7 percent to
7.6 million; and Mexico, up 2.8 per-
cent to 4.5 millicn.”

World sugar production for 1993-
94 is forecast at 111.5 million metric
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in the number ol trees,” Mark said.

A subsidy program was begin
recently by the Mexican government,
allowing peasants to participate in
the council feeding system.

The council cited the following
results: decreased grazing of the
endangered land, increased carrying
capacity of the land, increased prof-
its for the peasants and environmen-
tal protection of the monarchs’ win-
ter habitat.

“It is not only an environmental
success,” Mark said. “There is a
direct link here between improving
the production practices in Mexico
and increasing the sales of U.S.-pyo-
duced feed grains.”

The council is a private organiza-
tion that develops and expands
export markets for U.S. feed grains
and co-products. \

four-year low

tons, about the same as the global
1992-93 crop but 1.4 million tons
below consumption expected for
1993-94, the report said.

“The production outlook indicates
a deterioration in the Southern
Hemisphere due largely to drought
affecting several leading sugar-pro-
ducing and exporting countries,” it
said.

Australia is down 6 percent to 4.1
million tons; South Africa is down 19
percent to 1.3 million tons; and
Brazil is off 2.0 percent to 9.4 million
tons.
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Funding trial
ends on
light note

The Associated Press

AUSTIN — Testimony ended on
a light note Friday in the trial on
the new school finance law, with
the presiding judge leading the
courtroom in singing ‘‘Happy
Birthday” to an expert witness.

Texas Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Toni Hunter presented edu-
cation consultant Lynn Moak,
who testified for the state, with a
carrot cake topped by a single
candle. It was his 49th birthday.

State District Judge F. Scott
McCown of Austin plans to hear
closing arguments in the case
Monday.

Austin lawyer Rick Gray, repre-
senting poor school districts that
afe challenging the law, said he
axpected McCown to rule in two
weeks to a month.

The lighthearted moment as
the trial ended its second week
demonstrates the friendly atmos-

.phere in McCown's court, where 5 ° 9 O

the same lawyers and experts-| 4| S R N
have faced enchodbryht&j iR, G e
the long-running battle over | Ol' v

school finance equity.
48 Months 5 60%
at »

The Texas Supreme Court in
Effective Through November 30t

1989 ordered lawmakers to even

out funding available to school
701 E. FM700

JUST AS THE ; "R

AUTUMN LEAVES

districts of differing property.
Schools rely on state aid and local
property taxes.

Two previous laws aimed at
meeting that order have been
ruled unconstitutional — one on a
challenge led by poor districts,
the other by property-rich ones.

Both sides, along with some
school districts in the middle,
have gone to court against the
current law.

Citizens

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
267-6373

Shop Carter’s for tables and chairs
and dining room suites-all kinds.

“Table and four chairs $629%
Extra chairs available at *6 1% each.

Shown is 48” Oak Ball and Claw Dining Table
and four Pressback Side Dining Chairs. The
48" table is constructed of Oak Solids and

Veneers, with a solid Oak Base and a
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