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By PAT REMICK
GARLAND (UPI) — The roof of a church collapsed on worshipers Sunday under the
weight of a heavy rainfall, killing a 9-year-old girl and injuring more than 50 persons,

many seriously.

Some of the first rescuers on the scene said one woman carried from the debris had
lost a leg. They reported victims with broken backs and bones, deep gashes and wide-
spread shock and hysteria. Sumvors were taken to five area hospitals.

“‘We had the opening song," said the Rev. Verner I. Ulrich, 35, pastor of the Walnut
Village Church of Christ. “One of the elders stood up to give the opening prtyer and

that’s when it happened.”

John Shaw, administrator of Garland Memorial Hospital, said 30 persons wu'e treat-
ed or admitted. Garland Community Hospital treated or admitted 12, and Presbyteri-
an and Baylor hospitals in Dallas treated and released another 10.

thmxmadhhmﬂauudmdmewuhum
chairs and beds. Skrvivors in Sunday church clothes, soaked and muddy from the or-
deal, waited quietly at the hospitals for word of the extent of relatives’ injuries.

The elder, lay minister E.L. Griffin, was at the podium starting his prayer, with all
heads in the church bowed, when the roof cracked lengthwise in the middle and fell

across tworthirds of the congregation of 175 persons. People

from the

began
building, and then a few minutes later the southwest corner of the roof fell in, hitting

more people.

“There was a loud pop,” Griffin said. “Most of it fell in front of me and just covered
the people up. Why couldn't it have been last night? or later? It couldn’t have hap-

pened at a worse time.”

The church was built three years ago at a cost of $200,000. It was a one-story brick

CHURCH ROOF COLLAPSES — Fire and rescue workers look  suspect the roof may have collapsed due to the weight of the

through debris Sunday after the roof of a church collapsed dur-

ing services, killing one person and injuring many others. Police

Senator Admits Receiving
‘Pocket Money’ From Friends

WASHINGTON (UPD) — Mcllionaire
Sen Herman Talmadge, D-Ga , has done
nothing improper by accepting small
gifts of pocket money from backers dur-
ing his long career in public office, an
aide said Sunday

The 64-year-old chairman of the Senate
Agriculture Committee lists property
partnerships, stocks and bonds valued at
between $1.9 million and $4 million, in
cluding a 1.389%acre estate in Lovejoy,
Ga., according to his Senate financial dis
closure report

The statement also showed the four
term senator received $24,700 for speech
es he gave, mostly to groups interested in
agricultural or medical issues before
committees he heads

Yet the former Georgia governor, who
mas held public office now for more than
30 years, says whenever he returns to his
home state, he is showered with “small
gifts of cash

Wherever | go (in Georgia), people en-
tertain me, lodge me, give me small
amounts of money.” said Tulmadge, a
former member of the Senate Watergate

Committee, in an interview published in
Sunday's Washington Star

“My out-of-pocket expenses come from
donations friends give me —$5, a $10 bill,
sometimes $15 or $20." he said. “They
come up and say they know | have a lot of
expenses back in Washington and they
want to help me

Talmadge said he got along on $25 a
week in pocket money, and paid for any
major expenses he had with checks

He said the money was “‘volunteered as
gifts — small, inconsequential amounts

The newspaper said details of Tal-
madge’'s financial affairs surfaced in di-
vorce settlement proceedings with his
wife. Elzabeth, a candidate for Con-
gress

According to the divorce proceedings
and court files at McDonough, Ga , Tal
madge wrote only two $300 checks be-
tween 1970 and 1976 that may have been
for personal expenses —None to “cash”
and another to himself, the newspaper
sad

The gifts of pocket money were not list-

water left by heavy rains in the area. (AP Laserphoto)

ed as income in his tax returns, Talmadge
said, because recipients need not report
such gifts. If the money had represented
campaign contributions that were con-
verted to personal use, Talmadge would
have been liable for income taxes

The senator also told the newspaper he
has received [ree clothing and has stayed
without cost at hotels or motels on fre-
quent trips to Georgia

Talmadge could not be reached for
comment Sunday But his press secretar
y. Gordon Roberts, said if the senator
said he was getting along on $25 a week in
cash, T take him at his word. "

Accepting and using cash gifts for pock-
et money is not illegal, the aide said

There was nothing improper about

what was done. | read the story and don't
think it alleged anything improper ™

Jackson Praises

Operation PUSH

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Rev
Jesse Jackson said Sunday his motiva-
tional program for inner city school
children is proving that students will
make the proper decisions about their
future when given responsibility and
support

Jackson, the civil rights leader and
director of “Operation PUSH for Excell-
ence,” said an integral part of the pro.
gram is to allow students to make their
own decisions

We challenge them,” he said, “We've
found that when students respond, they
tend 1o take the high road.”

But he said student responsibility must
be backed with support by the family
He said his program demands commit-
ments from parents and community
leaders as well as students and teachers

Students are asked to sign a pledge
that they will study two hours a night
with no interruptions or distractions

Motorists Warned

Against Overloads

WASHINGTON (UPDY — Hol-
day-bound motorists who overioad
their automobiles are risking both
their lives and their hard-earned
vacation money, a tire industrial
official warned Sunday

““Serious accidents can be caused
by an overloaded car,” said Mal-
colm Lovell Jr., chairman of the
Tcre Industry Safety Council. “Too
much weight can severely damage
tires, cause springs to fail and
make shock absorbers ineffec-

andaboloohuhenmhd
designations on the sidewalls of
tires before loading up their autos.
“Take your mother-in-law along
if you want to, and even the kitch-
en sink if you must, but use discre-
tion in what you stow in your car
that can make it too heavy for safe

820 204 Browsheld Nghwey

We Carry The ‘Very Finest For The Very leas’

Survivors Recount Moments
Of Terror During Tragedy

GARLAND, Texas (UPI) — Police
Chief Jeff Youngblood helped carry wat-
ersoaked Bibles Sunday from the flooded
debris in the Walnut Village Church of
Christ.

The hysteria and urgency was over

He stopped for a moment, looking re-
lieved despite the disaster. “If we only
have one fatality from this, we probably
will be very fortunate,” he said

The roof over the sanctuary, laden with
tons of water from overnight racns, split
in the middle during the morning wor-
ship service and collapsed onto 175 per-
sons

One girl was killed and over 50 persons
were injured, many seriously. Many
more could have died

Charles Sams, 43, of Garland said he
and his wife had just bowed their heads
for the opening prayer when the water,
huge wooden beams, roofing material
and gravel came down

“Everything just came down,” he said
“And | mean everything. The ceiling
The water gushed in. I thought we were
going to drown. The debris was over our
heads, smothering us. People were grasp-
ing for anybody they could get hold of
We literally walked out on the roof ™

His wife, Mae, 62, suffered a broken
wrist and lacerations as two huge wooden
beams that stretch from the pulpit to the
back of the auditorium fell to the ground

“I had time to see those come down,”
he said. "1 jumped. | pulled my wile
back. That may be the only thing that
saved us. If we had been sitting three feet
to the left we wouldn't be here right now
We're just lucky to be alive.”

Minutes later, after many in the con-
gregation had fled, another corner of the
roof collapsed, causing more injuries

The Rev. Verner |. Ulrich, 35, pastor of
the church, moved from stretcher to
stretcher at Garland Memorial Hospital,
where 30 of the victims were taken. The
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One Killed, Many Injured As Churc
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other part of the building.
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Early reports that two persons were trapped in the church were
afternoon. A crane lifted the two main sections of the roof and
through the sanctuary and were convinced no one was left inside.

mNMWuﬂmmwmethﬁh“m
ceived an official 2 inches of rain in the storms that began Saturday evening. Howaver,
mnwsummumcmurummm“ﬁuu

thunderstorms.

Buford Rose, 43, owner of a nearby service station, said a woman came:
to him in shock at about 11 a.m., screaming, * mmuh'ﬁuuﬂ’:

hospital had held a disaster exercise only
three weeks ago.

“1 was sitting almost at the back of the
church with my family,” he said. “I
heard something that sounded like a boit
of lightning. I knew something was
wrong so I pushed my family out towurd
the walls. There was a lot of commotion.
The roof collapsed. I got my family out
and then we started getting other people
out.”

The scene at the hospital was quiet
with few tears.

Most who were in church but not in-
jured displayed symptoms of shock —
ashen faced, staring at nothing, waiting
for word of the extent of injuries of oth-
ers in the congregation.

Virtually all of those in the sanctuary
were adults. Their offspring were in the
“Children’s Church,” a separate room in
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the same building. d
Buford Rose, 43, owner of a service sta-
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“I don't know what happened.” the;
woman said. T just don’t know what (o=
do. I don't know what to say.” >
.
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Muscovites Cheer, Jeer

At Trial Of Dissident

MOSCOW (UPI) — Moscow citizens
“wrathfully condemn” dissident leader
Yuri Orlov, who was sentenced by a Sovi-
etcwnlosevenyeapmpmmmdﬂve
in exile for his activist work, the Tass '
news agency said Sunday.

Orlov, co-founder of the group set up to
monitor Soviet compliance with the hu-
man rights provisions of the international
Helsinki accords, was convicted Thurs-
day of “antiSoviet agitation and propa-
ganda.”

The Soviet press called the trial *
pen,’ bu(nolomammudp-
lomatic observers or friends of Orlov
were allowed in the courtroom. Only his
wefe, Irina, and his two sons were per-
mitted to dttend

The courtroom was filled with a hostile
crowd that frequently laughed and jeered

mdalldut“dnh-uu"-i-h
verdict was read.
Two articles on Orlov appeared h

LUBBOCK TO RIO GRANDE VALLEY
RIO GRANDE VALLEY ( )
(HARLINGEN) TO LUBBOCK
Depart Arrive Depart Arrive
6:45am 9:50am. 6:55 am. 10:10am
11:00 am 1:20p.m 10:55 a.m. 2:25pm.
245pm. 5:50 p.m. 1:30 p.m. 4£25pm
¢4 pm 7:50 p.m. 2:55pm. 6:10pm
6:45p.m. 10:35 p.m. 7:00 pm. 10:25 p.m.
*7:00 p.m. 9:50 p.m.

*Friday only
For reservations, call 762-8881.
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