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Knox City Greyhound head baseball coach Mitch McLemore has a word with the team following Friday

=

night's win over Vernon Northside. The Hounds reached the playoffs with the 9-3 victory.

Knox County Commissioners
Meet in Regular Session

The Knox County Commis-
sioner’s Court met in it’s regular
session Monday, May 9 at the
courthouse in Benjamin to act
and deliberate on agenda items.

Following Judge Travis
Floyd’s call to order, the previ-
ous regular meeting and a spe-
cial meeting’s minutes were ap-
proved and the Court preceded
with the agenda’s business.

First up, a discussion on
County employee personal time.
Commissioners made a motion to
amend the County Policy Manu-
al to include two personal days
annually for each employee.

Next, Judge Floyd introduced
the County’s new director of Ag-
ing Services, Cheryl Daniel to
the Court and asked how things
were going so far.

“So far, so good,” Daniel said.
“I have a few new ideas and I
want to ask others to come for-
ward with their ideas.”

Judge Floyd informed the
court that the air conditioning
unit at the Aging Center was
out of commission and that a
replacement heating and air con-
ditioning unit could be put in
for $3,200. The commissioners

agreed to fund the new unit, ac-
knowledging that the WCTCOG
office could help pay 75 percent
of the cost through grant money.

Dave Jacobs of SecureTech
Systems demonstrated a wireless
security device for the Court. The
device, which will be installed in
the courtroom and several of-
fices in the courthouse, acts as a
“panic button” for those working

.in the building in need of assis-

tance from law enforcement of-
ficials.

A motion was tabled until
Officer Nick Jimenez could be
present to discuss a new radar
unit for the DPS.

A party for retiring county
employee Raul Barrientez was

“discussed. Barrientez has worked

for Knox County for 26 years.

A motion was passed regard-
ing the Double Mountain Res-
ervoir to issue a letter to their
board stating the county’s sup-
port of the project.

A motion was carried to adopt
the National Incident Manage-
ment System (NIMS) as the
standard procedure for handling
incidents like hazardous material
spills, terrorism and sheltering.

The technology/software up-
grade for the courthouse was
discussed and three companies
have given demonstrations of
their software systems. No deci-
sion has been reached yet as to
which company will be awarded
the bid. The Court agreed that
it’s implementation would come

in next year’s budget.

A motion carried to waive
matching funds payments and
instead deliver services in an
agreement with the Texas De-
partment of Transportation.

The Court approved accounts
payable, the financial state-
ments and budget for the year.
Throughout the meeting, several
references were made to the ris-
ing cost of fuel prices and the
diminishing effect they have had
on the County’s budget.

In attendance: Commission-
ers Johnny Birkenfeld, Jimmy
Urbanczyk, Weldon Skiles and
Jerry Parker, Judge Travis Floyd,
Treasurer Irma Bell, Clerk Ron-
nie Verhalen, Sheriff Dean Hom-
stad, Aging Director Cheryl
Daniel, Munday City Adminis-
trator Dwayne Bearden, Robert
Copeland and Dave Jacobs.

Knox City School Board

Election Results

Knox City CISD Trustees
elections were held Saturday,
May 7. Three positions on the
school board were up for grabs
and all three incumbents were
re-elected.

Incumbents Scott Lynn re-
ceived 80 votes, Bill Stewart
gammered 71 votes and Charles
Schur collected 69 votes to se-

cure their seats on the board and
challenger Michelle Esquivel fell
short in her bid with 14 votes.

Voter turnout was down sig-
nificantly from the previous
school board election, however
there was a bond election on the
ballot last time out.

84 total votes were cast last
Saturday compared to the 320 in

the school board/bond election
last year.

Bill Stewart, elected to his
fourth term on the school board,
was thankful to his supporters.

“I really appreciate the peo-
ple’s support,” Stewart stated.
“I’ll try to continue to work for
the betterment of the kids, the
school and the community.”

Knox City - O’Brien Students Gain Awards

and Accolades for 2004-05 School Year
by Louis Baty, Superintendent of Schools |

May 2nd at the Region 9 ESC to
recognize Knox City Elementary
as being named a Distinguished
Progress School. '

This is the first of a three part
series about the activities and ac-
complishments of the students
and faculty of Knox City-O’Brien
CISD. The students are involved
in numerous activities and have
achieved many accomplishments
in which we as a community
should be extremely proud. This
week’s focus is academics and
co-curricular activities.

The academic accomplish-
ments experienced this year are
tremendous for the students and
collectively as a student body.
Each year the Texas Education
Agency assigns one of four rat-
ings to each campus and district
based mainly upon academic
achievements of the students as
measured by the Texas Assess-
ment of Knowledge and Skills
(TAKS) test. The Elementary
campus received the Exemplary
Rating which is the highest rat-
ing possible. The Middle School,
High School and the District re-
ceived the second highest possi-
ble rating of Recognized. In ad-
dition the Elementary School was
one of only 10 schools statewide
designated as a Distinguished
Progress School. A special rec-
ognition luncheon was held on

Knox City FFA Banquet

Knox City Elementary,
O’Brien Mid School, and Knox
City High School students won
district in their respective UIL
Academic contests this year. At
the high school level Bridgette
Billington, Laura Harrington,
Ben Simmons, Tomas Myers,
Pablo Sanchez, Eric Lewis, Kay-
lie Billington, Grant Lewis, Josh
Hunt, Tiffany Wilde, Brittany
Hawkins, Jamilla Ward, Kayla
Martin, and Emily Lewis ad-
vanced to the Regional Academic
Contest held at Hardin Simmons
University. Also, Jeremy Saxton
and Kayla Martin qualified and
competed at the State UIL De-
bate Competition in Austin. To
experience this type of success,
students at all three campuses
spent hours memorizing po-
ems, writing speeches, working
math problems, reading litera-
ture selections, studying spelling
words, organizing debate points,
etc. preparing for the different
events. In addition the High
School students attended prac-
tice meets at Hamlin, Haskell,

Tuesday night at the Knox City FFA Banquet, Jim Dillon pres-
ents FFA President Jimmy Albus, Jr. with one of many awards
handed out on the evening. Vice-President Ricky Dale Smith
looks on and awaits his turn at the podium. Look for a wrap-up
on the FFA Banquet and more photos in next week’s edition of

The Knox County News. (Photo: Sheri Baty)
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and Wylie. The One-Act Play
performed “Rise and Shine” with
Ben Simmons being selected as
Best Actor and Veronica Hernan-
dez being named to the Honor-
able Mention All-Star Cast at the
district zone competition. The
students also preformed the One-
Act Play following the Chamber
of Commerce Banquet; and per-
formed the play as a fundraiser
for the Relay for Life.

In the co-curricular activities
of band, FCCLA, and FFA our
students have also accomplished
many goals. Our band received
a 2, “Excellent Rating” at the
UIL Band Marching contest in
October. Then in April they re-
ceived a 1 “Superior Rating” in
both the UIL Concert and Sight
Reading Contest. By receiv-
ing the two 1 ratings, the band
earned a “Sweepstakes ‘B” rat-
ing. It should also be noted that
at the concert and sight reading
contest all three judges in each
division gave the band a 1 rating.
The Mid School Band and High
School Band also performed
two public concerts for the en-
joyment of the parents, friends,
and community members. Also,

(See Knox City - OBrien, Page 2)

Benjamin
Council
Election

The Benjamin City Council
elections held Saturday, May 7
had an unusually large turnout
for the small town.

68 votes were cast in the town
of 264 citizens. There are a total
of 135 registered voters eligible
to vote in Benjamin. Voter turn-
out was 50 percent.

Although unopposed in the
election, Mayor Linda Cox re-
ceived 60 votes, Cindy Layton
received 59, Chad Rainwater had
60 votes cast for him, and Misty
Jones received the highest num-
ber of supporters with 64.

Challenging for the two open
seats on the council were incum-
bent Jackie Young, Dennis Duke
and Ermie Eaton. Young and
Duke each received 58 votes,
gaining election to the council
and Eaton was unsuccessful in
his bid for a seat with 10 votes.

The council members and
mayor will be officially sworn
in on May 18 at the regularly
scheduled meeting beginning at
6:30 p.m. according to City Sec-
retary Kathy Rainwater.

Election judge Bobby Hudson
told City officials that this was
the highest turnout he had seen
in many years.






























