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By BETH MJLLER
Senior Staff Writer

Kingsmill residents charge in a
lawsuit against Hoechst Celanese
that the company has polluted the
air, water and ground, causing
numerous health problems to resi-
dents.

The lawsuit was filed late
Wednesday afternoon in 147th Dis-
trict Court in Austin.

Dave Phillips, human resources
manager with Celanese, today said
the company has not received for-
mal notification of the lawsuit.

“We have not knowingly dis-
charged anything into the environ-
ment. Allegations of that nature don’t
deserve a response,” Phillips said.

The plaintiffs are seeking millions
of dollars in compensatory and
exemplary damages in their lawsuit,
which names Hoechst Celanese and
Underground Resources Manage-
ment, a subsidiary of International
Technologies Corp. The plaintiffs
allege personal injuries and dam-
ages to personal and real property.

In late 1991, benzene contamina-
tion was discovered in the water
well of the Kingsmill Community
Water Supply Corp., which is also
listed as a plaintiff. The plaintiffs
allege that Celanese caused the pol-

lution, although Celanese has denjed
that charge.

Earlier this month, the Texas
Water Commission began distribut-
ing bottled water, through state
emergency funds, to Kingsmill resi-
dents, pending the outcome of
attempts to determine the responsi-
ble party in the contamination.

The lawsuit, filed by Amarillo
attorney Wayne Barfield, states that
“most, if not all, of the chemicals,”
which the Pampa plant produces
“carry a substantial risk of injury to
persons who may be exposed to
these chemicals in their environ-
ment.” The lawsuit also states that
many of the chemicals can cause
forms of “cancer, birth defects and
deformities.”

Also, the lawsuit states, “Hoechst
Celanese knew the advantages of
locating their chemical plant near a
small town (Pampa) which their
plant managers and public relations
personnel could mold into a ‘com-
pany town’ using their financial
impact to the local economy as an
intimidating and coercive ‘hammer”
to get whatever ‘considerations or
favors’ the plant needed.”

Celanese, located southwest of
Pampa, was built in 1952 on a 650-
acre tract of land, east of Kingsmill.
The plant is directly above the Ogal-
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Kingsmill residents file lawsuit;

claim Celanese polluted water

lala Aquifer, according to the law-
suit and is located in “an air path-
way whereby the prevailing winds
from the south and southwest could
carry the toxic air emissions” from
the plant directly over the communi-
ties of Kingsmill and Pampa.

The lawsuit alleges that Hoechst
Celanese has continually “dumped,
spilled, released and/or otherwise
discharged toxic and hazardous
untreated liquid and/or solid waste

into the solar evaporation and seep-

age pond creating a massive ‘lake of
contaminated water’ beneath the
plant in excess of 200 feet deep, 2
1/2 miles long and one mile wide
radiating in-all directions of the
compass.”

Kingsmill residents allege in the
lawsuit that the “lake of contaminat-
ed water” has migrated into the
ground underneath eight sections of
land including Kingsmill and the
area surrounding the plant and that
it has contaminated the Ogallala
Aquifer.

Phillips said he is convinced
Kingsmill residents want “media
exposure” because a number of
members of the media have called
Celanese and they all have copies of
the lawsuit, he said, although the
company does not.

Please see LAWSUIT, page 2

(Staff file photo by Daniel Wiegers)

Members of the Texas Water Commission unload bottled water for Kingsmill
residents earlier this month. From left are Jimmy Walker, Don Manning, Mike

Hull and Mike Baker.

Jury sentences couple to 99 years

GALVESTON (AP) — A suburban
Fort Worth couple was sentenced
today to 99 years in jail for injuring
their teen-age son, who died last
year of starvation.

Jurors, who began deliberations
Wednesday, returned the verdict
shortly after 11 a.m. today.

Jay Hill, 42, and his wife Linda,
38, of White Settlement were con-
victed Tuesday in connection with
the death last November of their 13-
year-old son, Stephen, who was

deprived of food and kept chained
in the family’s trailer.

The jury agreed with prosecutors’
contention that the chain uséd to
confine the boy was a deadly
weapon, so the couple must serve at
least 15 years of their sentences
before they will be eligible for
parole.

The Hills could have been sen-
tenced to 5 years to life in prison, or
to probation.

Jurors deliberated only about 45

Pampa educators

By CHERYL BERZANSKIS
Lifestyles Editor

Improving quality of services
delivered by Pampa Independent
School District was the goal of a
three-day seminar this week at
Pampa Middle School.

The focus of the training effort,
which was attended by principals,
assistant principals and administra-
tive staff of the district, centered on
improving the quality of education
through the use of management
techniques developed for industry
and adapted for use in education.
The training was led by Scott Leek
of Provost Consulting Group,
Austin.

The concept called “total quality
management” was developed by W.
Edwards Deming. Total Quality
Management (TQM) focuses on
customer needs and the ability of
the supplying institution to meet
those needs quickly and correctly
through efficient systems of deliv-
ery.

As applied to education, TQM
sees the student as consumer of ser-

vices and the school district as sup-
plier. The goal is to supply the stu-
dents who may have different needs
with high-quality educational oppor-
tunities where they can learn most
efficiently.

“We need to learn to recognize
within the district, we have cus-
tomers,” said schools superintendent
Dawson Orr. “The public is the cus-
tomer of education. At the level of
the high school seniors, we have
clear customers - colleges, the mili-
tary, the job market.”

Rather than working longer or
harder, TQM looks at all the pieces
or systems that make up the district.
It is the system which must be
changed or improved to deliver
higher quality services, Orr contin-
ued.

Leadership provides support for
the main providers of the services
with customer satisfaction the final
goal, he said.

Rather than costing the district
more money, TQM aims to cut
expenses.

“What we've seen throughout the
industry, when you improve your

minutes before convicung the Hills
Tuesday of injury to a child.

They returned this morning from
being sequestered overnight after
their efforts Wednesday did not
lead to a sentence. State District
Judge Bill Burdock ordered the
jury to a hotel for the night follow-
ing several hours of work without
a decision. —

The case was moved 1o Galveston
because of extensive pretrial public-
ity in Fort Worth.
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By W. DALE NELSON
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Defense Department plans to
end or reduce operations at
an additional 69 sites in
Europe and one in Korea as
part of its program to scale
down U.S. presence overseas,
the Pentagon announced
today.

It was the elghth round of
reductions in Europe and
brings to 628 the number of
overseas installations at

~which operations will be
ended, reduced or placed on
standby. Of thesc. 592 are in
Europe.

This makes a 38 percent
reduction of U.S. overseas
installations since January
1990.

Pentagon spokesman Bob
Hall said more overseas reduc-
tions would be announced later.
He said no decision had been
made on whether there will be
more reductions in the United
States.

Pentagon announces closure
of additional European bases

The European installations
affected include one each in
Belgium and the Nether-
lands, three in Turkey, six in
Italy, nine in the United
Kingdom, and 28 in Ger-
many.

The Pentagon said operat:ons
at 21 petroleum tank farms and
fuel pumping stations in France
would also be ended.

Altogether, the realignment
will affect more than 5,000 mil-
itary personnel, 450 U.S. civil-
ian employees and 2,300 local
nationals. Since the drawdown
began, more than 90,000 per-
sonnel authorizations have been
eliminated.

Hall said military personnel
affected, as well as some of the
U.S. civilians, would be reas-
signed elsewhere abroad or in
the United States. He said most
of the local would be
terminated.

Large sites in Europe affect-
ed by the announcement
include Dolan Barracks,
Camp Pieri and@Dragoner
Kaserne in Germany, which

“partially returned include facili-

have ended or reduced opera
tions or are scheduled for

in Britain in September 1993,

are being returned to those
countries.
Other significant sites being

ties in the Ankara, Turkey, area,
leased facilities in the Izmir
area of Turkey and Finthen Air-
field in Germany., v
U.S. forces in Korea will
end operations at Camp
Isbell, a small installation in
Seoul. The announcements
bring to 21 the number of
U.S. facilities in Korea that

return.

In London, the Ministry of
Defense said U.S. military
forces would leave five bases

affecting nearly 200 Brinsh

the closures is ,t_he High
Wycombe Air Station in
Buckinghamshire, west of
London, a U.S. military
administrative center which
includes a high school and
bank for military personnel
and their families.

Group plans emergency drill

By ANGELA LEGGETT
Staff Writer

Planning a functional exercise to
test the efficiency of those involved in
an emergency situation in Pampa was
discussed at the Local Emergency
Plapning Committee meeting

esday.

“Ideally the state would like to
see us start with a table top exer-
cise,” said Ken Hall, emergency
management coordinator. “A func-
tional exercise would be the next
step, with more pressure, but with-
out rolling the troops or equip-
ment.”

The group discussed preparing for
an indoor mock exercise.

“I would like to have the county
government involved,” Hall said.
“We need to decide the number of

players and who would act out the
exercise. Preferably those in our
departments who are not here.”

Hall asked for ideas, people
involved and the roles they would
like to play.

He will use a computer program
to make an evaluation sheet and
after the simulation, there will be a
discussion and evaluation.

The exercise should last a set
amount of time. The last exercise
took one hour. It should take place
in the middle to end of September.

They plan to gather ideas from
those present for a full-scale exercise.

McLean might even like to get
involved, Hall said.

Old business included shelter
manager training and advertising.

“We need to have two people
manning each shelter every 12

hours,” said Lynda Duncan, director
of the Red Cross in Pampa.

They are hoping to get volunteers
from the public to be trained as shel-
ter managers.

“Local churches have been so gra-
cious in donating their shelters,” said
Hall.

Duncan said, “It will take approx-
imately eight hours in training. Four
hours of Red Cross training and four
hours of shelter management train-
ing, all of which could be completed
in two evenings.”

“If the shelter is open and run by
the Red Cross guidelines,” Hall
said, “they will cover any damages.
It is to our advantage to use the
resources available to us.”

Members approved the min-
utes from the meeting May 13.

The next meeting is set for Oct. 14.

Carson officials discuss tornado cleanup

By ANGELA LEGGETT
Staff Writer

PANHANDLE - Carson County
Commissioners Court, in a regular
meeting this week, discussed an
update on the cleanup from the June
27 tornadoes.

To date, approximately $45,000 to
$55,000 has been spent from local
funds on the effort. The obstacle
being dealt with at the present time
is the disposition of the burn pit. A
grant will be applied for through the
Texas Department of Community
Affairs to have the debris disposed
of in an appropriate manner.

Commissioner Mike Britten was
granted a requested to sell a used
bulldozer by bid.

For the upcoming year, a 15.8

percent increase in the premium of
county health coverage with First
Care Insurance was discussed.

Joe Chapel with the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation visited with
the Court concerning the“mainte-
nance and upkeep of bridges on
county roads. Chapel explained a
cost-share program available for
counties to replace bridges which
qualify. Members agreed the county
could use other means to address the
problem in a more economical and
practical manner in most instances.
The-cost share called for 20 percent
local funds and 80 percent federal
funds.

Election judges for November
elections appointed by the Commis-
sioners Court are: Precinct 101, Nila
Burgin; Precinct 102, R.W. Stande-

fer; Precinct 103, Debbie -Hollis;
Precinct 201, Joyce Hoffman;
Precinct 202, Mary Ann Labus;
Precinct 301, Omar Robinson;
Precinct 302, Betty Jones; Precinct
401, Linda Kalka; Precinct 402, Sue
Owens; absentee, Dorothy Broad-
away.

Alternate judges are: Precinct
101, Carl Looten; Precinct 102, Tam
Terry or Shirley Kelly; Precinct 201,
Glenna McLeod; Precinct 202,
Frank M. Wink; Precinct 301, Jeri
Osborne; Precinct 302, Thelma
Dugan; Precinct 401, Risa Hardin;
Precinct 402, Max Owens; and
absentee, Gracie Garcia.

The 1992-93 fiscal year budget
hearing will be held Aug. 24. The
tax rate is aiso scheduled to be set at
the meeung.

train in '"Total Quality Management'

quality, costs go down. As a board
member, we hope as we apply these
principles to education, we see
improved quality at reduced cost,”
said PISD board member James
Fruge’.

Orr and Pampa High School Prin-
cipal Daniel Coward were invited
by John Fonister, Hoechst-Celanese
quality manager, to a four-day, in-
house seminar at the plant. Orr said
that after attending the seminar, he
felt TQM would meet the needs of
PISD.

Hoechst-Celanese began using
TQM in 1981, according to plant
manager Jerry Moore, and contin-
ues training employees in the
method.

Orr knows a “handful”
districts who use TQM.

“I think we are in the vanguard of
districts applying it. We want to do
it well,” Orr said.

Moore emphasized that TQM is
not a quick fix for problems in any
institution, nor is it a management
fad, but an ongoing method to
improve delivery of goods and ser-
vices to customers

of school

After the initial training, follow
up education is planned. Seven
Celanese employees have been
designated to provide extra sup-
port for the district. Orr said he
plans monthly administrative
meetings to include more TQM
training.

The seminar expenses were divid-
ed among PISD, Celanese, and the
M.K. Brown Foundation.

During the three days, 25 district
employees tackled district concerns
- absenteeism, rcadiness for first
grade, high school and middle
school failure, discipline manage-
ment - with skills they were learn-
ing using TQM. Pat Farmer, assis-
tant principal at PHS, said she was
excited about the workshop
because the exercises they did
related to real problems local edu-
cators face.

Coward said that in the 1991-92
school year, he applied TQM to one
problem area at Pampa High - that
of the high correlation between stu-
dents enrolled in basic level math
courses and their failure to pass the
Texas Assessment of Academic

Skills test. By analyzing data, high
school staffers recommended to the
school district board that fundamen-
tals of math be dropped from the
PHS curriculum. The board accept-
ed that recommendation in the
spring.

“As we learn to view what we do
as a process, we can better self eval-
uate what we’re doing and make
substantive changes,” Coward said.
“In the past, change has been exter-
nal. This process equips employees
for internal change.”

INSIDE

Because of the cooperative effort
between PISD and Celanese, Orr
and Fruge’ have been invited to sub-
mit a proposal about the partnership
for consideration at the “Quality and
Education: Critical Linkages” con-
ference set for November. If the pro-
posal is accepted, Orr and Fruge’
will present it at the meeting. The
conference, sponsored by Gov. Ann
Richards and the National Center
for Manufacturing Sciences, will
explore TQM and its role in meeting
national education goals.
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