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Police increase patrol after aggravated robbery

INCIDENT AT THE HSC: Victim’s car later found off

campus; police spokesman said incident was not typical.

By Katherine Amerson/
The University Daily

A suspect wanted for aggravated rob-
bery in the Texas Tech University Health
Sciences Center E-3 parking lot was
apprehended shortly after the incident
Monday morning.

According to a Tech Police Depart-

ment report, the student was forced from
his car by a man armed with a semiauto-
matic pistol, at which point the suspect
took off in the car.

The victim was uninjured, according
to the report.

The suspect left his own vehicle run-
ning with the headlights on at the crime
scene, according to the arrest report.

The vehicle is a 2002 black Ford F150
with a Massachusetts license plate.

The suspect and the victim’s car, a
1999 Ford Explorer with New Mexico
license plates, were later located off cam-
pus, according to the police report.

“This happened at like 5 in the morn-
ing, so it was still dark,” Maj. Gordon
Hoffman of the Texas Tech Police Depar-
ment said. “This is very rare — highly
unusual.”

Students need to be aware of their
surroundings, Hoffman said, and park in
well-lit areas at night.

Angila Faison, vice president of com-
munications and marketing for the HSC,
said the incident was not specifically
targeted at the victim.

“It was an unfortunate situation, but
it's a situation that reminds us to keep
safety first,” she said. “This is really an
isolated incident.”

The suspect was having personal is-
sues, Faison said, and this was the result
of those issues.

“I really don’t want this to be a consen-
sus that this is a widespread problem,” she
said. “Our campus is very safe.”

Faison said there are several ways
someone can keep safe at night.

For example, the HSC always offers
escorts to walk people to their cars.

Everone should walk with a friend if
possible and have a cell phone available,
she said.

Faison also said the Tech police have
increased patrol of the HSC parking lot
as a result of the occurrence.

“It’s just a very unique situation,” she
said. “We always put safety first.”

Council hears proposal

to slow meth business

By Brittany Barrientos/The University Daily

Every year multiple
drug busts are made at labs
producing methamphet-
amines in Lubbock and
across the South Plains,
but if the Lubbock Board
of Health has anything to
do with it, the frequency
may decline.

The Health Board proposed an ordinance to the Lubbock
City Council on Thursday which suggests limiting sales on
ephedrine-based cold remedies such as Sudafed.

Lubbock Health Director Tommy Camden said the ordi-
nance entails the cold medicines being placed in a locked
location or behind a counter, requiring the store to keep a log of
everyone who purchases the medicine and requiring customers
to show photo identification and sign the log.

“The purpose is to limit precursor drugs that can be used
in the manufacturing of illegal drugs,” he said. “(We hope to)
limit the tablet form of pseudo-ephedrine.” ’

Byron Gray, an investigator with the Lubbock Police
Department, said he investigates and seizes local metham-
phetamine labs.

“We seize 20 to 30 per year, depending on the year,” he said.
“There are a lot more going on, but they’re moving out of the
city and into the county where they are less detectable.”

He said the main precursor of methamphetamines is pseudo-
ephedrine and with access to the compound being more difficult
to get a hold of, he expects the number of methamphetamine
labs to decrease.

“Maybe we won’t have so many places that are a danger to
citizens and officers,” Gray said. “I think (the ordinance) will
cut down a lot of the problems.”

Camden said the Lubbock City Council voted to pass the
ordinance 6 to zero. :

Before the ordinance can take effect, it must be read before
the City Council and be voted on twice. The second reading
is scheduled for March 4.

City Councilman Floyd Price said he believes the Council
will approve the ordinance on the second reading. He believes
the ordinance will help reduce the problems associated with
methamphetamines.
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BYRON MOTLEY DISPLAYS a photo of Toledo
catcher Moses Walker during his presentation “Sto-
ries of the Negro Baseball League” Wednesday night.
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JOSHUA LARRY, A senior chemistry major from Houston, combines ligands to form orange crystals in a
funnel during his organic chemistry lab in the Chemistry building Thursday afternoon.

Iranian group
seeking U.S.
legitimacy

By Katherine Shrader/Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — One-time
members of a terrorist organization are hiding
in the United States.

The organization’s former U.S. repre-
sentative freely walks the streets and has a
contract with Fox News as a foreign affairs
analyst. Lawmakers write letters on the
group’s behalf. And former intelligence
officials say the group maintains contacts
in defense circles, although the Pentagon
denies it.

A cult to some and freedom fighters to
others, the National Council of Resistance
of Iran and its affiliate groups typify the gray
areas in the war on terror. While they’ve been
designated foreign terrorist organizations by
the State Department, the groups’ one-time

" members still maneuver between the restric-

tions aimed at disabling them.

The former U.S. representative for the
council, Alireza Jafarzadeh, says the U.S.
government listed his organization as ter-
rorists to appease moderate elements within
the Iranian government. He’s hoping the
Bush administration will lift the terrorist
designation.

“I see increasingly more voices being
raised against this designation in different
parts within the administration and outside
the administration,” said Jafarzadeh, who
notes that his group no longer exists in the
United States but his free-speech rights allow
him to discuss policies it once advocated.

IRAN continued on page 5

Pope undergoes successful
surgery to aid in breathing

By Victor L. Simpson/Associated Press

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope John Paul II underwent a suc-
cessful operation to insert a tube in his throat to relieve his breathing
problems, hours after he was rushed back to the hospital Thursday
for the second time in a month with flu-like symptoms of fever and
congestion, the Vatican said.

Spokesman Joaquin Navarro-Valls said the tracheotomy lasted 30
minutes and the outcome was “positive.” The pope had approved the
procedure, which the Vatican characterized as elective.

The frail, 84-year-old pontiff, who was taken to the hospital shortly
before 11 a.m. in an ambulance, will be spending the night in the
hospital, Navarro-Valls said. -

But the tracheotomy may require a longer hospital stay and have
serious consequences for the pope’s abilities to carry out his duties since
he will not be able to speak while the breathing tube is in his throat.

Before the tracheotomy, outside medical experts had said John Paul
may have pneumonia. But Navarro-Valls’ statement made no reference
to pneumonia, saying the pope suffered a narrowing of his larynx.

The pope’s sudden turn for the worse alarmed the faithful from
Nigeria to the Philippines to St. Peter’s Square and raised more doubts
about his ability to carry on.

“We have prayed for the pope to live as long as possible so we can
still share our joy with him,” said Zofia Gebala, a 73-year-old retiree,
as she left a church in Wadowice, the pope’s birthplace in southern
Poland. “We are praying for him every day, for his well-being. But it’s
all in God’s hands now.”

John Paul, who suffers from Parkinson’s disease, had greeted pilgrims
twice at the window of his studio at St. Peter’s Square since his release
from Gemelli Polyclinic Hospital on Feb. 10. On Wednesday, he made
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Board about campus issues.
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No major decisions on agenda for regents

By Meghann Lora/The University Daily

The Texas Tech Board of Regents convenes at 9 a.m. today to discuss matters af-
Tech President Jon Whitmore said the board would be discussing matters important
to students, faculty and staff, but no significant decisions will be made at this meeting.

The board is divided into four committees, including the facilities committee, the
finance and administration committee, the academic clinical and student affairs com-

Whitmore said the committees met Thursday so the university could inform the
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MIKE ELLICOTT, VICE chancellor for facilities planning and construction, requests
a budget increase for the Arts 3D annex project during the Board of Regents meeting
Thursday in the Administration building.

Wall Street at a Glance

L Tomorrow Dow Jones Industrials
: Close: 10,748.79
52 N\ A\ Change:+75.00
SHOWERS SHOWERS Standard&Poors 500:
Ty High 48 / Low 34 High 51 / Low 33 1,200.20 +9.40

CIRCULATION: 806-742-3388

NYSE: 7,283.28 +40.00

Nasdaq Composite:
2,051.70 +20.45

American Stock Exchange:
1,505.34 +7.45

E-MAIL: ud@ttu.edu



mailto:ud@ttu.edu






















