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Stanton gets $350,000 grant for water line replacement

By CARLTON JOHNSON
Staff Writer

The city of Stanton is one of several
Texas communities to receive a Texas
Community Development Program
(TCDP) grant, as part of $48.6 million
recently granted to 225 Texas cities and
counties by the Texas Department of
Housing and Community Affairs
(TDHCA).

Stanton City Manager Danny Fryar
said the grant Stanton received was for
$350,000.

The TCDP provides cities under
50,000 in population and counties
under 200,000 in population with finan-
cial assistance for public works, hous-
ing, colonia activities, economic devel-

opment and planning.

Each year, Texas receives an alloca-
tion of funds from the U.S. Department

of Housing and Urban Development to
principally assist persons of very low,
low and moderate income. The funds
are distributed through six funding
categories to meet the diverse needs of
the citizens of Texas.

In announcing the awards, TDHCA
Executive Director Larry Paul Manley
stated, “The cities and counties receiv-
ing these grants will be able to use the
funding for much needed projects that
primarily benefit very low, low and
moderate income Texans. As a result,
these communities will not have to
rely solely on other revenue sources,
such as local taxes.”

The awards to 225 Texas cities and
counties are the result of annual com-
petitions in the Community Develop-
ment Fund and Planning and Capacity
Building Fund. Other funding cate-
gories are the Colonia Fund, Disaster
Relief/Urgent Need Fund, Housing

Demonstration Fund and the Texas
Capital Fund. All fund categories, with
the exception of the Texas capital
Fund, which is administered by the
Texas Department of Commerce, are
distributed by TDHCA.

Fryar said, “The grant is going to go
toward water improvements, replacing
all original two-inch water lines with
six-inch water lines.”

The city of Stanton will be installing
12,300 linear feet of PVC pipe to replace
aging galvanized lines.

“We're also going to put in new ser-
vice lines and new PVC lines on the
east side of town,” Fryar said.

Stanton advertised for bid Monday
and expects the construction on city
waterlines to begin in about six
months and expects completion within
a year.

Fryar said Stanton also received a
$208,000 Housing Services Grant from

TDHCA and will be able to remodel
eight homes of low income and under-
privileged residents.

A total of 595 requests for funding
under the Community Development
Fund and 197 grants will be awarded to
communities in the 24 State Planning
Regions, according to TDHCA.

These projects were selected through
a shared scoring system between
TDHCA and the Regional Review Com-
mittees. There are 24 Regional Review
Committees comprised of 12 local elect-
ed officials appointed by the Governor.
The funding recommendations are
then reviewed and approved by the
State Community Development Review
Committee.

According to TDHCA, through the
Planning and Capacity Building Fund,
28 grants are being awarded to cities
for the development of planning
reports and mapping. The information

resulting from these activities is useful
for defining existing problems and
identifying resources and potential
solutions in an efforts to assist the very
low, low and moderate income resi-
dents in the community. Some of the
areas addressed include housing, pub-
lic infrastructure, and the economic
climate of the locality.

TDHCA annually administers funds
in excess of $490 million, the over-
whelming majority of which is derived
from mortgage revenue bond financing
and refinancing, federal grants and fed-
eral tax credits.

Other West Texas area counties
receiving grants include: Scurry Coun-
ty, $249,900; Ector County, $350,000;
Nolan County, $241,709; Jones/Fisher
Counties, $223,528; Ward County,
$750,000; and Reeves County, $382,600.

DIFFICULT ANGLE

Manuel Ramirez of Lubbock finds himself in a difficult position,

#s he and other workers continue construction efforts on the new Furr’s Cafeteria building. Ramirez is employed by
Henley Interior Systems. He and members of his crew spend four days in Big Spring working and retum home o Lubbock for a long weskend.
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Police arrest fourth suspect in shooting deaths

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

A shooting last Thursday
night that left two men dead has
" resulted in the arrest of a fourth
Big Spring man by police.

Vaudelio Hilario Garcia, 35, of
511 N.E. 10th St., was arrested

that left Kenny Guzman and
Luis Hernandez, both of Big

Spring, dead of
wounds.

Garcia joins Michael Viera,
Roland Garcia and Rosendo
Montana in police custody.
Vaudelio Garcia’s bond s
$200,000, while the other three
are being held on $500,000 bond.

Vaudelio Garcia also was
arrested on a charge of posses-
sion of marijuana under two
ounces and remains in custody
at the police department. The
other three suspects have been

gunshot

transferred to the Howard Coun-
ty jail.

Big Spring Police Sgt. Victor
Brake said Vaudelio Garcia’s
bond is lower because, unlike
the other three suspects, he is
not on probation or considered
a flight risk.

Police believe the shooting,
which occurred at about 10 p.m.
Sept. 5 outside a residence at 410
N.E. 10th, was a result of a long-
standing feud between two of
the principals involved.

Police C- ... Lonnie Smith
said last veek the shooting
began shortly after a car carry-
ing an undisclosed number of
people pulled up to the resi-
dence on N. E. 10th Street.

“It appears that there was a
long-standing conflict between
one of the men in the car and
one of the men at the house,”
Smith said.

Guzman suffered a gunshot

Please see ARREST, page 2A

Former lawmaker Watkins announces bid for Senate race

Watkins cited his legislative
experience and community
work fo West Texas as reason

for his candidacy.
“] believe that my experience

of the Texas Sen-

“ate,” Watkins stated.

Watkins, who is married and
has five children, added, “We
must rededicate ourselves to

A Highs

seeing that our children have
the opportunities and quality of
life that we have enjoyed.”

Watkins’ experience also
includes serving as Chairman of
the Higher Education Commit-
tee and on the powerful Appro-
priations Committee, as well as
the Ways and Means Commit-
tee.

His campaign centers around

a strong anti-crime record evi-
dent in his terms in the legisla-

* ture and as a judge, with strong

support for the educational
institutions in West Texas.

“I have always supported the
educational institutions in West
Texas,” Watkins stated. “We
must educate our children if we
are m to have a better future
for e

Council amends
ordinance to OK
parking of trucks

By CARLTON JOHNSON
Staff Writer

An issue that was raised sev-
eral months ago by Big Spring
truck driver John Edwards,
where to park his 18-wheeler,
has been settled by the Big
Spring City Council in a4 to 3
vote in favor of amending an
ordinance dealing with the
issue Tuesday.

Oouncil members Pat DeAn-
da, Stephanie Horton and
Jimmy Campbell voted against
changing the ordinance, restat-
ing the same objections the
voiced in May and June.

Campbell made a motion to
defeat the amen .ed ordinance,
but did not have a second to his
motion, which died without a
vote.

Councilman Chuck Cawthon
made a motion, which was sec-
onded by Councilman John
Paul Anderson, to pass the
amended ordinance on first
reading. The motion passed,
receiving votes from Cawthon,
Anderson, Mayor Tim Blacks-
hear and Councilman Tom
Guess.

At the May 28 council meet-
ing, Edwards requested a
change in a city ordinance that
would allow him to park his
truck in front of his residence,
but was denied.

Edwards’ residence is on West
15th Street and whenever he's
in town, which is about four to
seven days after being on the
road for 30 to 45 days at a time,
he likes to park his truck in
front of his residence.

At that time Chief Building
Inspector Todd Darden said res-
idents in the area were in atten-
dance at a May Traffic Commis-
sion meeting in opposition to
Edwards’ request to have the
ordinance changed allowing
him to park his truck in front of
his residence.

According to Edwards, the
one person in the area who
opposed the ordinance change
did so because “he didn’t want
to have to look at the truck.”

Edwards told the Big Spring
City Council that his truck was
how he makes his living and it
also serves as his primary mode
of transportation.

He added he also brings about

$45,000 to $55,000 into Big
Spring’'s economy as a truck
driver.

The council could not act on
Edwards’ comments in May
because he wasn’t on the agenda
and addressed them at the end
of the meeting, but he was told
he could request to be on the
council’s June 11 agenda.

Edwards had said he was not
trying to be above the law, but if
he couldn't park his truck in
front of his residence and the
city Jeaves its current ordi-
nance in place, based on what
he I« been told by the Attorney
Gendydl's office, the city will
have to post residential streets
as “no truck streets.”

Section 18-147 of the City Code
addresses the parking of trucks,
vehicles transporting hazardous
materials and buses, and
defines a truck as the following:

“Any motor vehicle, designed
maintained or used primarily
for the transportation of proper-
ty, which has three or more
axles and/or a gross vehicle
weight of more than 10,000
pounds.”

Edwards said there are sever-
al recreational type vehicles
and motor homes in Big Spring
that have three or more axles,
that carry property, weigh more
than 10,000 pounds and are
allowed to park in residential
areas.

Mary Ann Edwards represent-
ed her husband at the council’s
June 11 meeting and said,
“There are several other people
in the city who are in violation
of this ordinance. We've never
had a complaint in 20 years and
now all of a sudden it not okay
to park in front of our house.
Someone needs to look at this
ordinance and perhaps change
the wording. It should be in
effect for everyone.”

Edwards was referring to the
recreational vehicles and motor
homes she says are in violation
of the ordinance.

Mayor Tim Blackshear said
there are several ordinances on
the books that are not stringent-
ly enforced because there have
not been any complaints, but
the truck ordinance became an
issue because there was a com-

Please see COUNCIL, page 2A

Woman files sexual harrassment suit against college

Sparks says Howard College officials have
not yet been served with a copy of lawsuit

Hernandez, who quit in

college officials had not been
served with a copy of the law-
suit.

“We anticipate it to come
soon, but we don't have any-
thing as yet,” Sparks said.

Sparks did say Cole was a
part-time employee with the fit-
ness center, and is no longer
with the college.

The college has a sexual
harassment policy in place at
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