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Good Tidings
Of Great Joy

By R. W. Blackmon

Pastor, Kickapoo Baptist Church

Luke 2: 8-14. And there were in
the same country shepherds abid-
ing in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. And, lo,
the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord
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shone round about them and they
were sore afraid. And the angel
of the Lord said unto them, Fear
not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall
be to all people. For unto you
is born this day in the city of Da-|
vid a Saviour, which is Christ th(';
Lord. And this shall be a sign|
unto you; Ye shall find the babe!
wrapped in swaddling clothes lying |
in a manger., And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of
heavenly host praising God, and|
saying, Glory to God in the highest |
and on earth peace, good will to-|
ward men.

In those broad undulating fields
around Bethlehem, where
Ruth began her mission of gluan-}

ing, and where David tended the| Lord of glory born lying in a man-| ——

souls, looking and longing for His Thc

appearing. Just as the highest hill
top catches the first rays of the
rising sun, so these shepherds,
standing on the heights of believ-
ing expectation, are first to hear
of Him who was born to bless a
sleeping world. |
I11. THE GOSPEIL. “Behold I
bring you good tidings.”" Let us
examine the characteristics of this
wonderful God-spell that was in
the approaching ages to hold so
many spellbound amidst all the |
fascinations of the world and plea-|
sures of sin. '
It was
I. MYSTERIOUS. “Unto You is
born Christ the Lord.”
Ly searching find this out? .
|
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Who can
The

!Hm'k of his father Jesse, shep-| ger, stripped of His ineffable ma-
' herds were still keeping watch o-|

| ver their flock by night,

But that
was a night rever to be forgotten.
That night a appeared that
was destined to supercede the

star

{ brightness of the sun, and to fill

hristmas
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to all good people everywhere.
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the whole earth with glory of the|
invisible God. Look at

I. THE PREACHER. “The An-
gel of the Lord.”” This is the first
herald of the new dispensation, It
was a great occasion, but it was |
not what the wisdom of men would |
call an eloquent sermon. It was|
brilliant in its simplicity, though |
in meaning fathomless as eternity.
“Fear not, I bring you good tidingxg
of great joy.” It was what all|
sermons should be; plain, pointed,
practical, powerful.

II. THE HEARERS. “Shepherds
in the fields.”” They were both
intelligent and attentive. They
were more. They were hungering
and thirsting for the tidings which
now fell so suddenly on their|
They were anxious

startled ears.

|
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| The world for which Christ died
| shall be

multitude of the

| to God in the highest."”

jesty and wrapped
clothes. This
The sign of

compassion

in swaddling
is the sign (V 12) |
infinite grace and!
Great is the mystery .
of Godliness. God manifest in the |
flesh ‘

2. GOOD. “Good tidings."” Thel

| voice on the mount at the giving |

fear and
The law proclaimed was

of the law only brought

quaking

hcly, just, and good, but that was
no tidings of good to sinful men.
The gospel brings good tidings,
because it declares a Saviour born,
Without the birth of God’'s Son, no |
son could be born of God. '

3. JOYFUL. f
great joy."
not."’

tidings of
Its first note is ‘‘Fear
Fear not the depth of )‘1)1]!‘!
sinfulness, the number of your
sins, weakness, or the
foes of the soul without, for unto‘i
YOU is born o Saviour. God has:
laid help on ONE that is might_\'.i
‘““He can save to the utmost.” !

4. PERSONAL. *“I bring YOU|
good tidings. “‘For unto YOU is|
born this day!'' The voice of this|
heavenly wisdom 1is still crying
out, “Unto YOU, O men, I call.”
The shepherds could not but be-
lieve that this message from God
was for all that heard it.

5. UNIVERSAL. *“Which shall
be to all people.”” When our Lord:
lay in His swaddling clothes, or
when He stood before Pilate, He
was in the eyes of men a very in-
significant object compared with
Pilate and the pagan Emperor of
Rome, but where are they now?

“Good

your own

blessed through His
Name.

6. CONFIRMED

“Suddenly a
host,
saying, “(}!nry|
This thing |
was not done in a corner. 'I‘hmq]
who believe the Gospel will have'

heavenly
praising God and

ample reasons for cleaving to it,
both miraculous and otherwise,
the Word will always be confirmed |
with signs following. ‘““The Spirit|
beareth witness with out spirit that |
we are the children of God.”
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HRISTMAS is a time for counting our

blessings, for acknowledging with gratitude the
loyalty of our friends, and for expressing appre-
ciation and good wishes that the yuletide will be

a joyous and happy season.
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