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4 NEWS

at a glance

Underground H,0
levels fall locally

The Panhandle Groundwa-
ter Conservation District reports
annual depth-to-water measure-
ments for Donley County fell
slightly during the last year.

The measurements from
the two principal aquifers under
Donley County - the Ogallala
and the Whitehorse - were
taken during the period of
December 2000 -~ March 2001.
The Ogallala had an average
depth-to-water of 94 feet, an
average decline of 0.6 feet. The
average depth-to-water for the
Whitehorse was 75 feet, and
that aquifer showed an average
decline of 0.8 feet.

The Dockum aquifer also
underlies small parts of the
county but is not measured due
to its size

Detailed county measure-
ments and decline maps will be
published in the district news-
letter. To receive a copy, contact
the district at 201 W. Third St.,
PO Box 637, White Deer, TX
79097 or call 806-883-2501.

County delays
courthouse bids

Donley County officials
have extended the deadline for
contractors wishing to bid on
the restoration of the 1890
courthouse.

Bids were to have been
opened on July 12, but some
contractors complained that
wouldn't give them enough
time considering the July 4th
holidays

The new deadline for sub-
mision of bids is July 19.

Country Club sets
golf scrambles

The Clarendon Country
Club will be holding a Two-
Man Scramble on July 21-28. A
Calloway 4 wood will be given
away after the meal on Satur-
day night

Also, an 18-hole Scramble
is scheduled for Sunday, July
29 at 1:30 p.m. The Friday
Night Scrambles start at 6:00
p.m. in July and August

Call the Pro Shop for more
details at 874-2166.

Jamboree to be
held Saturday

By Betty Thomas

The Saints’ Roost Jambo-
ree will be held Saturday, July
14, in the Harned Sisters Fine
Arts Auditorium at Clarendon
College beginning at 7 p.m.

The Jamboree will feature
Palo Duro from Amarillo with
Jim Anderson. the Hedley
Church Choir with Bruce
Howard, Half Price Band from
Amarillo with Don Travis, and
our own Saints' Roost Band.

Free admission. Everyone
is welcome. Food will be pro-
vided in the lobby.

Inside:

2 Soft, weak parents
are coddling today’s
children and deny-
ing them important
lessons about life.

3 A local man was
given the highest
award from the state
VFW organization.

4 Check outthese pics

| from our annual cel-
ebration.

8 And Medical Center
Nursing Home holds
an Open House for
its renovations.

All this and much more in this
week's gator grinning edition!

DCSB donates $50k for CC library

The Donley County State Bank made a present needs of the institution. The library now
donation to the Clarendon College Foundation has approximately 4,000 square feet of space

totaling $50,000 Tuesday afternoon.

the projects of the New Horizons Campaign.

library is very important to the future of Clar- this project.”
endon College.”

structed in 1968, is not big enough to meet the

An adequate new library is expected to
Shelton said the current CC Library, which cost CC at least $1 million, but Shelton said the

is a part of the Administration Building con- “ideal” facility would cost about $2 million.

Donley County State Bank President Jimmy

Fowler said his bank has been a longtime sup-
porter of the Panhandle’s oldest institution of
and holds 22,000 volumes. For a school the size higher learning.
The money was earmarked for use as seed of CC, it should be 8-10,000 square feet and

“Hopefully this gift will be a little start that
money for the college’s proposed library, one of hold 30-40,000 volumes, the president said.

they can build on to reach their goal,” Fowler
“The library is a major project of our cap- said.
“This is something we're very pleased ital campaign,” Shelton said, “and we're very

The New Horizons Campaign was autho-
about,” said CC President Myles Shelton. “The pleased that this gift will set the standards for

rized by the CC Board of Regents in May of
2000. Its two main objectives are the construc-
tion of a new library and a livestock and eques-
trian center. Secondary goals include raising
money for scholarships, upgrading technology,
and other campus improvements.

Donley County State Bank officers Bobbie Thorn-
berry and Jimmy Fowler with CC President Myles
«Shelton (center).
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Leapin’ lizards!

A common phrase was repeated
last Tuesday as word spread of
a quirky discovery near Claren-
don’s wastewater treatment plant —
“You're kidding me.”

It was no joke, however. City
employees had, in fact, found an
alligator that morning — a run-over,
smelly, maggot-infested, dead alli-
gator, but a gator nonetheless.

“I thought my cold medicine
had finally kicked in,” city employee
Alton Gaines said recalling his dis-
éovery “I asked Mike [Bishop], ‘Do
you see what | see?"”

Gaines and Bishop were headed
to the sewer plant for the daily check
of the facility when they found the
gator lying halfway in Jefferson
Street and halfway in the weeds.

“Itlooked like someone had run
over it,” Gaines said. “But it was
really in pretty good condition.”

The beast measured six foot
from snout to tail, and Gaines said

about 36 hours based on the fly

Alligator found in

Clarendon

City workers hold open the mouth of the six-foot alligator found run over by a car on the north side of
they figured it had been dead for Clarendon last Tuesday morning.

Enterprise Digital Photo / Chery!l Jonnson

larvae that had hatched in the car- boars and deer.
cass. Alligators are not commonly
Other than tire tracks, Gaines found in Donley County, but it
said he could make out paw prints is not unprecedented. THE DONLEY
and raccoon tracks near the body, County LEADER reported on Febru-
which he and Bishop later buried. ary 2, 1950, that Bud Hermesmeyer
City workers say the plant on the had found a dead six-foot alligator
north edge of town is a popular in a coyote den near a playa lake
place for animals - paiticularly wild northwest of the city.

The common belief amongst
the townspeople currently is that
the gator was probably someone’s
pet that was either thrown out or
escaped. That was also the reckon-
ing in 1950.

The American alligator’s natu-
ral habitat encompasses most of the
southeastern United States from

the Carolinas and Florida to the
eastern one-third of Texas and as
far north as Arkansas, according
to the US Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice. One website, <swww.pnx.com/
gator>, says alligators grow about
one foot per year until they reach
11 feet long, which would make the
local reptile about six years old.

Ride ‘Em Cowboy

Katie Askew waits for the nod from David Johnston as he gets set to
ride the stick bull during the Donley County Horse Club Stick Horse
Rodeo last week. Kids enjoyed barrel racing, pole bending, bull riding,
and chasing the rodeo clowns around the ring. Katie is the daughter
of Danny and Terry Askew of Clarendon, and David is the son of Neal

and Tammie Johnston of Clarendon.
Enterprise Digital Photo

VFW presents Life Saving
Awards to county citizens

The National Veterans of For-
eign Wars of the United States has
awarded several Donley County cit-
izens with the National VFW Life
Saving Award.

Sheriff Charles “Butch” Black-
burn, Jr., dispatcher Clarice Hoggatt,
firefighter James Hinton, and local
man Max Rippetoe were recognized
for rescuing two people this spring.

Vic Jeter and his companion
were rescued from his truck when it
was swept into the drainage behind
Renee’s Diner during a heavy rain on
May 3, 2001.

Donley County Post 7782 and
its Quartermaster William Holden

made the recommendation. Post Com-
mander J.D. Hopper presented the
awards.

The certificate reads, “In grateful
recognition and sincere appreciation
of your prompt and selfless life-sav-
ing action. Your personal initiative
and prompt action resulted in saving
the life of another and is one of the
highest obligations to humanity. Your
efforts will serve as an inspiration to
others and especially the Veterans of
Foreign Wars.”

Congratulations to those who
assisted in the rescue and all the
others who protected local lives that
night.

Washington taking less money

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The fed-
eral government began taking less
money from its citizens this month,
according to a press release from
US Rep. Mac Thornberry (R-Claren-
don).

“Beginning July 1, one of the first
elements of the tax break [kicked)
in,” Thornberry said. “Employers will
begin withholding one percent less of
Americans’ monthly paychecks.”

The tax relief package was passed
by Congress and signed by the Presi-
dent earlier this year. The tax cut is
the largest American taxpayers have
seen in 20 years. Among other things,
the tax cut reduces income tax rates,
reduces the marriage penalty, dou-
bles the child tax credit, and phases
out the death tax - something Thorn-

berry has pushed for since he was
first elected.

Also, beginning in July the fed-
eral government will begin mailing
$38 billion in rebate checks to taxpay-
ers around the country. The amount of
rebate will vary; for example single
taxpayers could get as much as $300,
$500 for single parents, and $600 for
married couples.

“That means extra money next
month to use on vacation, pay down
credit cards, or add to savings,”
Thornberry said. “While I would have
liked to have seen tax relief do more,
such as reduce the federal tax on gas-
oline and the tax on Social Security
benefits, this is a good start toward
reducing burdensome taxes on Amer-
ican workers.”

Hot time 1n
the old town
for annual
celebration

A new location and a new rodeo
did nothing to dampen enthusiasm
for the 123rd annual Saints’ Roost
Celebration held here last week, but
visitors and townsfolk did have to
contend with temperatures that soared
above 100°F.

The celebration got started
Wednesday, July 4, with a bicycle
parade on Kearney Street. Winners
in the youngest division were Taylor
Knorpp, first; Hannah Hommel,
second; and Branson Cruse, third.
In the middle division winners were
Haley Chambless, first; and Tyler
and Taylor Smith, second and third.
In the big kids" division winners
were Chris Tiedeman, first; Amanda
Rice, second; and Deston Chambless,
third.

Events on the Fourth continued
at Thunder Junction with ice cream
and sloppy joes being served all day
and fireworks being fired that night.

The town took Thursday off and
got back to celebrating on Friday, July
6, with the Stick Horse Rodeo spon-
sored by the Donley County Horse
Club and the Depression Lunch spon-
sored by the Main Street Ministry
Center. The first day of a three-day
carnival started that afternoon at
Thunder Junction.

Friday night, the Clarendon
Outdoor Entertainment Association
marked its 50th anniversary by chang-
ing its traditional rodeo to a ranch
rodeo competition. Comments were
positive from those in attendance as
local and area ranches battled it out
to see who had the best cowboys.
Twelve ranches competed on Friday
night, and another 12 competed on
Saturday. Results were not available
at presstime.

Saturday was the big day of the
celebration with the craft fair, barbe-
cue, parade, turtle race, and more.

Some grumbling had been heard
around town about moving the festivi-
ties from their traditional place on the
courthouse square to City Park due
to the courthouse restoration project.
But right away Saturday, the room-
iness and beauty of the park and
the convenience of the covered pavil-
ion had people making positive com-
ments. In the days that have followed,
some citizens are even saying they
prefer the new location.

During the Old Settlers Reunion,
Clara Mae Carter and C.E. Welch
were recognized as the oldest folks
in attendance. Mildred Housden was
honored as the person having lived in
the county the longest, and Dr. Buddy
Hudson from Colleyville, Texas, was
the person traveling the greatest dis-
tance (o the celebration. W.K. Hardin
and Claudine Todd were the Pioneer
Man and Woman of the Year.

Attendance for the barbecue was
down again this year. The Al Morrah
Shrine Club reports serving only 850
people. Last year, the Shriners served
1,100. That figure was 1,134 in 1999
and over 1,500 in 1997. A total for
1998 was unavailable.

The Lions Club’s Cow Patty
Bingo winner was Paulette Kidd. She
won $50.

See ‘Celebration’ on page 3.
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