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Four teens found slain in San Antonio today

By DAVID SEDENO
Associated Press Writer

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Four
members of a family were found
stabbed to death early today in a
mobile home in San Antonio.

The bodies were so brutally
mutilated that police did not rec-
ognize at first that one victim was
a male.

“‘Itresembles the Charles Man-
son thing. It’s the worst I've seen
in 28 years on the department,”’
Sgt. George Wilson told the San

' Antonio Express-News.

‘“It’s unbelievable. All of them
were savagely stabbed. There
are knives broken off in their
necks,’”’ said Wilson.

A former neighbor identified
the victims as Jennifer Mann, 19;
Shannon Mann, 17; Martha
Mann, 14, and Ernest Mann, 13.

The former neighbor, Janice
Pope, identified the victims’ pa-
rents as Ernest and Becky Mann,
who are separated. Mann is an
independent contractor.

Officers were searching for a
man who was seen leaving the
mobile home in a car belonging to
one of the victims.

Police first reported that four
girls had been killed, but the
mother of the victims later con-
firmed that one was a boy.

The mother collapsed after
identifying her children, police
said.

The killer used an entire set of
kitchen steak knives, police said.

Broken knife blades were scat-
tered around the mobile home
and some knives had been broken
off and left in the bodies.

‘“It’s a mess down there. A real
mess,’’ said San Antonio Detec-
tive Richard Roberts.

Police Lt. Weldon Stinson said
three of the victims were nude.

Sgt. George Wilson said the sis-
ters were aged 14, 17 and 19, and
the boy was 13.

Officers were unable to deter-
mine whether they had been sex-
ually assaulted.

An ambulance attendant who
was inside the mobile home park
told reporters the interior of the

Appraisal district reappoints
two men to its review board

By DEE DEE LARAMORE
Staff Writer

Gray County Appraisal Board
members reappointed two men to
the Appraisal Review Board dur-
ing their regular meeting Thurs-
day afternoon.

Curt Beck of Pampa and Dean
Burger of rural Pampa were
each reappointed to their posi-
tions on the Appraisal Review
Board at the completion of two-
year terms.

Present board members in
addition to Beck and Burger are
Dudley Steele, Milo Carlson and
Larry Cross, all of Pampa. Board
members represent varied back-
grounds, including industry, oil-
field construction, insurance and
real estate, and farming.

The Appraisal Review Board
performs a judiciary function be-
tween the appraisal staff and tax-

payers or other taxing entities,
explained Pat Bagley, chief
appraiser.

The board’s purpose is to settle
disputes on values between the
appraisal district and taxpayers
or taxing entities, he said.

In other action, appraisal
board members passed a resolu-
tion allowing Bagley and an
assistant or other board mem-
bers as alternate signatures on
the district’s checking account.

‘“This resolution appoints
someone besides the chairman or
secretary to be able to sign
checks in the case of an emergen-
cy,” Bagley said. The signatures
would be needed only for monthly
expenditures and items approved
in board meetings, he said.

‘“We did not have a policy on
this before,”’ he added.

An executive session on real
estate and personnel matters en-

ded without any action being
taken.

‘““We thought when we went into
session that there might be some-
thing we could do, but then we
found we couldn’t,”” Bagley said.
“If I say any more I will be violat-
ing the (open meeting) law.”

Bagley reported on projects
presently under way with the
appraisal district.

‘“We are reviewing our
values,’’ he said. ‘‘We are doing a
re-appraisal each year. People
are used to someone coming in
and doing a re-appraisal every
four years and having some
dramatic increase. I believe that
by re-appraising every year, the
changes will be slight.

‘“We’re not looking much in the
way of increases,’” he said. “‘It's
very likely there could be reduc-
tions in some cases. With the eco-

See BOARD, Page 2

Spaghetti supper

home looked like ‘‘a slaughter-
house.”

Officers were called to the
mobile home in the Villa Grande
Mobile Home Park at 3:27 a.m.
by a person who said a girl was
fighting with her boyfriend, Stin-
son said.

When police arrived at 3:55
a.m., Stinson said, officers found
the bodies.

Officers said there were signs
that at least some of the victims
had struggled with their
assailants.

Others may have been killed in
their sleep, officers said.

Authorities said the telephone
jacks had been ripped from the
wall of the mobile home.

p

Reporters were being kept ab-
out one-quarter mile away from
the well-kept mobile home park
on the south side of San Antonio.

At one point, the father of the
victims struck a television cam-
eraman and had to be restrained
from striking a second one, au-
thorities said. Four officers res-
trained him.

‘“Get those cameras out of
here. This is not a carnival! This
is not a damn circus!’’ the father
said.

Pope, the former neighbor of
the slain teen-agers, said the four
liked to give parties.

“They just wanted to have fun.
They wanted attention.

‘“They didn’t get it from their

mother; she had a lot cn her
mind. They needed someone to
talk to about their problems.
They just needed friends,”” Pope
said.

Yvonne Ochoa, 20, said she
knew the oldest victim and had
worked with her at a grocery
store in San Antonio until quitting
work two months ago.

‘““She wouldn’t talk, but she
asked me about married life and
said she was wanting to move in
with her boyfriend. They were al-
ways breaking up but she said she
loved him.

“She said that he hit her and
that he also broke into her other
house but that she still wanted to
marry,”’ Ochoa said.

(AP Laserphoto)

San Antonio police restrain father of four teens found slain this morning while
his wife, at left, views the scene.

Groups, individuals readying

for city’s Adopt-A-Park Day

Sgt. Butch Leggett, left, and Sgt. Carry Lee
get an early start on preparations for the
spaghetti supper to be held from 5 to 8 p.m.
Saturday by Company B of the Texas Army
National Guard at its armory near Recrea-
tion Park. Proceeds will go the Veterans of
Foreign Wars Memorial Fund to assist in
funding the monument dedicated to Gray
County veterans who sacrificed their lives in

'service to their country. The monument will

(StafY phege by Duane A. Laverty)

be located in Memorial Park with the Pam-
pa Army Air Field Museum. National Guard
spokesmen say donations will be in-
strumental ‘“‘in helping to raise a monument
where families, friends and interested indi-
viduals can go to reflect on the sacrifices of
these veterans.’’

Volunteers will be busy Saturday morning pick-
ing up litter, painting playground equipment and
performing other tasks during Pampa’s first
Adopt-A-Park Day

Clean Pampa Inc. Coordinator Janice Miller
said nine parks have been ‘‘adopted’’ by 11 groups
or individuals, with two parks — Beech and Fraser
— each having two ‘‘adopters.”’

The program to get more citizen involvement in
maintaining the parks is operated under the direc-
tion of the city's Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, with support and encouragement from
Clean Pampa

All adopters are asked to be engaged in clean-up
projects by 9 a.m. Saturday morning in a com-
munitywide coordinated kick-off for the beauti-
fication and anti-litter project.

Miller said Clean Pampa and Parks Department
representatives will be visiting each park to check
with adopters on their needs and to get acquainted
with them.

Present adopters include the Bob Wood family,
Aspen; Dena Whisler and Dick Forbes, Beech;
Mary Beth Bingham, Cuyler; Mike Hodel and Tom
Wheeler, Fraser; Kirk Duncan, Mora Wilks; Leon
Choate, North Crest; Bill and Katrina Hildeb-
randt, Petroleum; Cabot Corp. (Ron Hurst),

Prairie Village; and Pampa Girl Scouts (Celia
Fowler), Santa Fe.

Miller said some of the volunteer adopters have
already been busy with projects in their respective
adopted parks, but Saturday has been set aside as
a special day for officially launching the program.

Adopt-A-Park Day is one of two main projects
being conducted this month during Keep America
Beautiful Month, being observed nationally.

KAB Month promotes origoing citizen participa-
tion in a variety of environmental and community
improvement programs. Gov. Bill Clements has
proclaimed April as KAB Month in Texas and has
urged all citizens from businesses, civic groups,
government agencies and other organizations ‘‘to
work together to preserve the natural beauty of our
state not only during Keep America Beautiful
Month but throughout the year.”

Saturday, April 23, will be the second Great
Texas Trash-Off in conjunction with the state’s
Adopt-A-Highway program. Those groups and
organizations that have adopted sections of state
and national highways will be encouraged to coor-
dinate litter pickup on that day.

Miller said groups and individuals wanting more
information on either the Adopt-A-Park or Adopt-
A-Highway program can contact Clean Pampa at
665-2514.

Miami takes one-act to region

By DEE DEE LARAMORE
Staff Writer

MIAMI — Miami High School’s
one-act play will be competing at
the regional UIL meet in Level-
land on Thursday, April 21, the
first time the group has advanced
so far in state competition in 31
years.

‘““We've been an alternate in
area (competition) for two
years,” said David Thweatt,
director. ‘‘It’s been a matter of
building the program, just like a
football team.”

Servant to the Masters, MHS's
-1988 one-act production, is a com-
media dell’arte play, Thweatt ex-
plained. Though originally a two-
act play, he said, it has been con-
densed to meet the University In-
terscholastic League specifica-
tions.

Basically, Servant to the Mas-
ters is the story of two pairs of
frustrated lovers who, for com-

plicated reasons, cannot work out
their own affairs. Silvio loves
Clarice, and she loves him. But
she has been betrothed by her
father to Beatrice’s brother, who
is thought to be dead.

At this moment, he enters.
Actually, it is Beatrice disguised
as her brother. Her brother is in
fact dead, and the man she loves
is accused of killing him. The de-
lightful servant - to two masters -
a popular figure in both Latin and
Italian comedy, now comes to
help work out the problems and in
the end receives a fitting reward.

Commedia dell’arte stems
from plays performed for the un-
educated people during the Ita-
lian Renaissance, Thweatt said.
Actors, wearing half masks,
would improvise plays based on
stock characters and storylines,
he said, adding that the charac-
ters included a henpecked hus-
band, a greedy miser, a running
slave, el capitano, the harlequin

and others.
This form of play is unusual on
a Class 1-A level, Thweatt said.

for first time in 31 years

“I'm trying to get our level of
competition up to a 4-A or 5-A
level,” he said, ‘‘and the kids are

Cast and crew of ‘Servant to the Masters.’

doing a very good job with it.”

Of the 75 students at Miami
High School, he said, 17 are in-
volved in the production of the
play.

Cast members and their parts
are Angie Allison, Smeraldina;
Mike Gill, Silvio; Tracy Locke,
Clarice; Max Seymour, Panta-
lone; Kenny Wheeler, Dr. Lom-
bardi; Amy Goodman, Brighell-
a; Toni Richardson, Truffaldino;
Brandi Anderson, Beatrice Ras-
poni; Thomas Guerrero, Florin-
do Aretusi; James Hill, Porter;
Shelly Hale, Vittoria; and Connie
Mixon, Nicki.

Crew members include
Kimberly Locke, sound; Dee Ann
Locke, stage manager; Doug
Talley, lighting; Mindee Flow-
ers, assistant director; and
Jamia Clifton, prop and costume
manager.

Miami’s one-act play qualified
for regional after placing as one
of the top two plays at area com-

petition at Amarillo College last
Saturday.

Richardson was named best
actress at area. Allison and
Anderson were named to All-Star
Cast. All-Star Cast Honorable
Mention was awarded to Mixon,
Guerrero, Goodman, Seymour
and Locke.

In their critique of the play,
judges said Miami’s characters
had the ‘‘most consistent believa-
bility’’ they had seen in a high
school play.

Miami’s students will prepare
for regional competition by work-
ing on accents, and putting more
en‘edrgy into their acting, Thweatt
said.

Mobeetie's one-act play, The
Boy Who Stole the Stars, ended
this year’s bid for state at area
competition. However, cast
member Greg Langley was
awarded best actor at area and
Tammy Harwell was named to
the All-Star Cast.





































