Vol, No. 25

Happy Birthday
Mr. }Sterling Evans

Brackettville, Fort Clark, Spofford, and Kinney County, Texas

August 3, 1995

T

If a man had half as much mszght, as he has hmds:ght, he would have twice as much foreslght. o

LWQ-‘\—“—WM

T ——

P P

Border Patrol Welcomes Wldner

I_‘deund F. Widner Assistant Border Patrol Agent in Charge.

Edmund F. Widner has entered
on duty at the Brackettviile Border
Patrol Station as Assistant Border
Patrol Agent in Charge. Mr. Widner
is married to Amy and has a family
of three children, Adrian, Andres,
and Monette.

Crane

Returns!

Former BISD Band Director
Lynnette Crane stopped by the
The Brackett News office last week
to say hello.

Miss Crane is the Band Director
at Hearne High School. Diane Sim-
pson is Miss Crane’s assistant.

Miss Crane said she still misses
her band kids and her pals in
Brackett. Rumor has it that Miss
Crane is getting married in

February. Good Luck to you Lyn-
nette!

Get Ready For School NOW!

For children the difference bet-
ween summer vacation and school
days is like comparing Texas and
Hawaii - an ocean of difference and
several time zones. About this time
of year, parents are attempting to
get their school-aged child back on a
regular routine after two and a half
months of staying up, sleeping late
and dodging school books.

So, how can a parent re-establish
routines after the summer slack?

Constance J. Fournier, Ph.D., a
psychologist in the Scott & White
Division of Child and Adolescent
Mental Health, advises parents to
plan ahead by establishing routines,
staging a practice run-through
before school starts and keeping the
lines of communication open bet-
ween children and teachers. Dr.
Fournier is also assistant professor
with the Texas A&M University
Health Science Center College of
Medicine. AN

GETTING BACK ON TRACK

“Parents have to help their
children adjust; parents have to
move their children’s schedule back
a few time zones to get their systems
ready for school time,” she said.
To get youngsters back on track,
Dr. Fournier advises parents to plan
ahead. First, about a week or two
before school starts, parents should
start encouraging their children to
adjust to the schedule change by set-
ting firm times for bedtime
schedules and routines. “The more
children are on a schedule, the bet-
ter off they are,” she said. ‘‘Setting
a regular routine before school star-
ts help gets their bodies attuned to
the schedule.”

Every youngster has a repertoire
of stalling tactics to push bedtime: A
drink of water, one more story, and
interesting television show. Be firm

His career with the U.S. Border
Patrol encompasses 20 years of ser-
vice. He entered on duty at the
Campo, California Border Patrol
Station as an agent in March of 1975
until April of 1985. He began duty at
the El Centro, California Border

Left to Rigrff:

Patrol Station as a Supervisory Bor-
der Patrol Agent and served there
until November of 1987 when he
transferred to Deming, New
Mexico. He performed duties as a
Supervisory Border Patrol Agent at
the Deming, New Mexico Border

Patrol Station until his current:

promotion to the Brackettville Bor-
der Patrol'Station.

Mr. Widner stated his intentions
are to draw on his experience and
enhance the abilities and activities of
the Brackettville Station.

Mr. Gene Meeks, Patrol Agent in
Charge for the Brackettville Border
Patrol Station, stated that Mr. Wid-
ner replaces Jeffrey M. Parson who
was promoted to Patrol Agent in
Charge for the Carrizo Springs Bor-
der Patrol Station. Mr. Meeks said
he is extremely happy to have Mr.
Widner as a new member of the
Brackettville Station. He also stated
that Mr. Widner is highly experien-
ced and thoroughly qualified for the
job and is expected to handle his
new responsibilities effectively and
efficiently. Mr. Widner entered on
duty July 23, 1995.

Diane Simpson, Miss Crane, Tim Hale, Jewel Robinson and Bo Hagler.

Practice Makes Punctual

on weekdays and flexible on the
weekends, said Dr. Fournier.
Thanks to the miracle of video
recorders, a child’s favorite show
can be taped and viewed at another
time.

PRACTICE MAKES PUNCTUAL

Two to three days before the first
day of school, have a practice mor-
ning. ‘‘Doing this a few days before
gives you time to work out whatever
kinks appear in the system. It’s bet-
ter to work out the snags ahead of
time, rather than on the first day of
school.”

This dry run should also include
time schedules: What time does the
bus or car pool come? What time
must a child leave home to walk to
school? What route is the best way
to walk to school? What time does
school begin?

The practice sessions should also
include setting aside a special place
to organize books and papers the
night before. “Getting all this
organized the night before
eliminates the last-minute shuffle in
the morning as the school bus is
coming,”’ Dr. Fournier said.

Parents and children need to
renegotiate routines each year.
What worked last year may be ob-
solete this year. “For example,
routines change as a child gets
older. Older students or teenagers
may want to spend more time in
front of a mirror for such activities
as fixing their hair. This becomes
important at certain ages. So, make
sure the child wakes up a few
minutes earlier to allow extra time
before the mirror,”” she said.

VISTING THE SCHOOL

Dr. Fournier also advises parents
to arrange a visit to the school
before the start of the school year.
This is especially beneficial for kin-

dergartners or first graders heading
to school for the first time, or when
children are transferring to new
schools. ““If possible, arrange a visit
with school officials so that your
chiid can learn where the
classrooms, play yards and cafeteria
are and - especially important --
know where the lavatories and
water fountains are,”’ she said.
BUILDING A TEAM
WITH THE TEACHER

Dr. Fournier, a former school
teacher, encourages parents to meet
early in the year with the child’s
teacher. ‘‘Parents usually meet the
teacher on the first day of school,
but that’s an extremely hectic day,”
she said. Instead, parents should
arrange to meet or telephone the
teacher during a conference period,
when the teacher is free for phone
calls or a visit.

“This first meeting may be in-
timidating at first for some parents,
but remember teachers teach
because they really enjoy children.
They want your child to have a good
education. That’s what they are
there for,” she added.

Parents should ask what they can
do to help their child and the
teacher. ‘“They are team members
in the child’s education,” Dr. Four-
nier said. ‘“‘Some parents may have
flexible time during the day to help
during school times. Some parents
can’t be there during the day, but
there are still some things that a
parent can do. For example, a
parent could offer to cut out or
gather pictures for bulletin board
displays, arrange to provide cookies
for school events or volunteer for
weekend work sessions such as
cleaning up the school yards.” She
also encourages parents to join and

continued on page 6.
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Left to Right: Dr. Shirley Mock and Miss Charles Wilson on the front
porch of the Swanson home on Fort Clark.

Dr. Shirley Mock Intervlews
Miss Charles Wilson

Friday, July 28, Dr. Shirley Mock
made a return visit to Fort Clark and
Brackettville in her pursuit to
develop an extensive study of
Seminole Scout cultures.

Normally she has been assxsted i)y
Ed George but due to illness in his
family Willie Mendez, a volunteer

- Brackett
Tigerettes Begin
Volleyball
Workouts

The Brackett Tigerettes will
begin volleyball workouts on Mon-
day, August 14, and will open their
‘95 campaign two days later as they
host the Del Rio Queens. The
Tigerettes will work out from 7:30-
11:30 Monday Morning, and then
from 1:00-3:00 that afternoon to
prepare for their season opener.

“We’ll be concentrating a lot on
conditioning,”  Fifth-year Coach
Tammy Coggins said. = “It will be
hard playing after only two days of
practice because the girls are going
to go in the game sore, but the other
team will have the same disadvan-
tage."

Brackett returns three starters
from last year’s squad that went un-
defeated in district and advanced to
the play-offs - outside hitters Denice
and Debra Frerich and defensive
specialist Naiya Garcia.

“The returning starters are
strong,” Coggins said. ‘“They will
help us out a lot.

“The returning starters are
strong,” Coggins said. ‘“They will
help us outalot.”

“We're expecting Mandy Meek,
who is 6-foot-1, to start and she’ll be
a big hitter for us.”

The Tigerettes will battle it out
with Dilley and LaPryor for the
District 25-2A championship this
season.

“It’s going to be tough for all of us
in the district,” Coggins said. “We
all have young teams coming up,
and Dilley and LaPryor both have
new coaches.

“I Really think we should win
district. They’ve had a taste of it
already and want it again.

“Winning bi-district is a big
possibility this year because Lytle
has lost some people and Cole, the
other team from District 26 to go to
the play-offs, has lost quite a few
people also.”

Coggins said playing with team-
work will be Brackett’s biggest key
to being successful.

“I think we mainly have to work
on team-work,”” she said. ‘“We have
to be able to work together without
bickering.

“Our defense is fairly well, but we
have to improve our hitting.”

photographer who is also employed
at the Texas Institute of Cultures in
San Antonio assisted her.

They had an extensive video in-

Mitw with Miss. Charles Wilson.
Later in the afternoon they con-
tinued the interview at the Semifiole
Cemetery. They also called on Ben

Pingenot and Willmm Maenn to
ﬁymatenaltheyhadonthesub—
DrMockplnnstoretnmforthe

like to
lﬁanyaapoem. ‘blehkepartﬁx
terview.

UILR eallgnment

By J.J. Guidry
Contributing Writer

When the University Inter-
scholastic League realligned the
high school softball districts this
'fl:'Iay, Brackett was lost in the shuf-

e.

The UIL expanded the structure
of the softball districts by going
from two classifications to four.

In the reallignment, Brackett
dropped from Class 3A to Class 2A
and was placed in District 2 with
Marathon.

When it was known that
Marathon would not field a softball
team for the 1996 season, Brackett
was left without a district opponent.

Tigerettes coach Gregg Nowlin
said that UIL officials informed him
that Brackett would have to petition
to get into a new district.

And that’s exactly what happen
ned.

Nowlin said Wednesday that the
superintendents  from the  four
schools in District 5-2A - Natalia, .
Lytle, Center Point and Blanco -
gave prehmmary approval to let
Brackett join their district.

“All of the superintendents have *
agreed to let us in, ‘“Nowlin said.
“Each of the schools now have to
not:fy the UIL, that’s the next
step.”

Nowlin said it was beneficial for
Brackett to drop down to Class
2A. The Tigerettes advanced to the
play-offs twice in as many years, but .

DISASTER

WASHINGTON--U.S. Represen-
tative Henry Bonilla reminds family-
sized farm and ranch operators in
several Texas counties that low-
interest emergency loans are
available through the Consolidated
Farm Service Agency (CFSA).
These loans are available to
producers affected by the excessive
rain, hail, and drought that occurred
between January 1, 1994, and
November 21, 1994. Emergency
loans are designated to help farmers
and ranchers overcome the adverse
economic situation caused by the
weather conditions.

“Because of the severe weather
which hit West Texas last year,
many of our farmers and ranchers
weren’t able to deliver their food
and fiber to market,” Bonilla said.

felltoClassSAteamsmtheﬁrst
round. : -
“It’s tough playmg those . big '
schools 'in the first round of the
play-offs,"” Nowlin said. ‘We always .
seem to draw those 3A schools, one
year, it was Medina Valley and last
year it was Devine. -

“We competed ‘with them but it

‘was tough. If we’re competing with

somebody ' our own' level and our
own classification, we'll do a lot
better.”

Natalia is another team that will
benefit from the reallignment. The
Lady Mustangs have had winning
seasons the last two years, but
finished ' third 'in: dnstnct behmd
Class3Ateams R

“Namlm will be ‘the toughest
competition,” Nowlin ' said. *“The

.dxstnctshouldcomedownbetween

us and'them.”

As a part of the rulhgnment
Brackett moves from Region IV to _
Region I. The ’l‘ngerettea are now in,
the same region as Hawley, who
won the Class 3A state champaon

‘shxplastseason iy -

“Itsgoingtobearealcom .
petmve region,” Nowlin said. “The °
way it's” set ‘up,  the play-off
representatives from our district will

- geta bye in the first round, and then

wouldn't possibly meet Hawley, the
defending state champxons, until the
regional finals or semifinals. =

“You could get pretty far in the
play-offs | before' you would even

have to play somebody like that."

“These loans will serve as a: great
help to many family farmers and °
ranchers in the 23rd Congressional
District. While many outfits don’t
needanotherloan,ﬂusnsanopnon
to cover production losses.”

Family~sxzed farm and ranch -
operators in the following counties
may apply for this loan program:
Zavala, Dimmit, Kinney, Maverick, '
Medina, and Uvalde. Each ap- :
plication’ will be’ considered on its ¢
own merits, taking into account the *
extent of losses, security available, *
repayment = ability and  other
eligibility requirements.

For more information, you may
contact your local CFSA county of-

fice, which can assist in completing
your apphatxon for assistance.






















