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By Nanalee Nichols

The newsrack has been a case
of "is the glass half full or half
empty” lately.

Sometimes it's easy to begin
thinking the worst, to begin think-
ing that the glass is always half
empty...butthatis seldom thereal
case!

We have a newspaper rack
that has become a trial and tribu-
lation. It was one of the ones
stolen last year. After it was re-
covered they haven't stolen it
again...they have justmanagedto
steal the coin tube, complete with

padlock.

This has happened abuot once
amonth. The rack is in place, but
the heavy metal tube has been cut
off.

The thing that has been so very
frustrating about this is that the
lock and coin tube costs so much
more than the amount of money
the thieves get.

There is never more than two
or three dollars in this rack be-
cause we empty it constantly!

Finally, though, we decided to
give it up.

We put a paper cup inside the
store and people leave their quar-
ters inside.

Last week, when my husband
came in he had a slightly awed
look on his face.

"Look at this, " he said.And he
poured a whole handful of quar-
ters out onto the counter.

It seems that virtually every
single person who had taken a
paper had made the effort to step
inside the store and pay for it.

It opened our eyes. Instead of
being frustrated and angry be-
cause of the coin tube theft, we
found oursclves impressed that
so many people were so honest!

Sure, it'saggravating that there
is someone willing to go to all
Lhat trouble to steal a few dollars, oJ
t least aggravate us.

Butthe assurance that there are SO
many more people who are hones|
enough to pay for something when
there isn't even a coin slot handy wag
heartening.

And it put things back into per
kpective.

Inaworld where every news medid
urce is trumpeting violence, theft
Eshoncsly and ruin, it's nice to havd
reassurance that people are stil
bascially decent and honest...that it is
pnly a very few who cause all of this
problem.
The glass, which had been appear-
ng half empty, suddenly looks half
full again.

A D-Fy-It meeting will be held
Sept. 4 atRivercrestat 7 p.m. Every-
one is invited to get this worthy pro-
gram started. Although the program
is set with 6-12 grades in mind, all
grades will be added by starting an
early education program ‘for K-5

es.

A breakfast will be held for the
Talco-Bogata School Board and fac-
ulty Friday, August 25, beginning at
7 am.

The Rivercrest Cheerleaders will
be having a car wash on August 18
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Tip Top
parking lot in Bogata.
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Sales Taxes Show Healthy Increase,
According to Comptroller Bullock

State Comptroller Bob Bullock said
Friday that sales taxes collected in
April, May and June of this year
showed a healthy increase over last
year's collections.

"This is further confirmation of a
recovered Texas economy and of a
state that's in economic expansion,”
Bullock said.

The Comptroller's office sent $148
million in sales tax rebate checks to
citiesand counties throughout Texas.

Payments to cities totaled $135
million, an 11% increase over last
August's payments and an 8% in-
crease over last year's total payments
at this time.

RIVERCREST REBELS are
working hard to get in shape for
the coming football season. The
team is young and small, but

NW 5 and NW 9 County Roac.ls
are being reworked this week in

CHILDREN and adultsenjoyed
craft time at the Talco Assem-

In Lamar County, Blossom re-
ceived $3,016.65, marking a 6.46%
decrease while Deport received
$2,383.35, marking a 3.23% decrease
over last year's payments for the same
period.

In Titus County, Mt. Pleasant re-
ceived $146,978.59 for a 6.40% in-
crease and Talcoreceived $2,601.14,
for a 14.83% decrease over the 1989
payments.

In Red River County, Bogata re-
ceived $4,04996 for a 1.41% in-
crease. Clarksville received
$26,398.61 for a 1.91% increase and
Detroit received $2,324.32.

Houston received $23 million, the

they make up for their size in
spirit. Everyone is invited to
come out and support the team
on Friday, August 25 with a

Talco. The inconvenience will
be owrth the wait for pothole-

bly of God Bible School held this
week, August 20-25, (Staff Photo

state's largest payment, while Dallas
received the state's second largest
payment of $14 million.

Rebates to counties totaled $13
million this month for an increase of
18% over last August's payments.
That sizeable jump is largely due o
more counties collecting sales tax
now than last year, Bullock said.

All local sales taxes must be ap-
proved by area voters and may be
used for any legal city or county
expenses. Most areas put the money
in their General fund and use it for
operations like fire fighting, main-
taining roads and law enforcement.

practice game at Rivercrest
against Fannindel. (Staff Photo
by Nancy Brown)

freeroads. (Staff Photoby Nancy
Brown)

by Nancy brown;

Rivercrest D-Fy-It Chapter

Holds Second

The Rivercrest Chapter of D-Fy-It
held their second meeting last Thurs-
day night at the high school.

The program was outlined in detail
for those present at the meeting,
beginning with the purpose.

The purpose of the program is to
provide high school and middle
school students with a voluntary
program that rewards them for being
drug free and to influence those who
abuse drugs to reject them through
the use of positive peer pressure.

Goals of the program are: to pro-
mote drug free students in Talco-
Bogata CISD; to educate the student
community in the dangers of drug
abuse and provide more positive al-
ternatives; to reduce the demand size
of drug abuse in the Talco-Bogata
area; 10 1improve communication
between youth, police and the com-
munity; to enhance the leadership
capabilities of students; and to do our
part toward a drug free Texas.

Emphasis is placed on: certifica-
tion of drug free by use of drug test-
ing; and card membership with dis-
count privileges.

Regarding the organization of the
club; a governing board will be
formed and a chairman elected;
Advisory Board--Chief of Police
(coordinator)and following divisions:
law enforcement, education, medi-
cal and counseling, media, Chamber
of Commerce, Ministerial Alliance,
service organizationsandcommunity.
The board provides program and
funding support to the student leader-
ship group.

Acuvities included in the program
are: organization (by laws/member-
shipapplications, meetings, program
decisions); testing (entering thepro-
gram and random testing); public
relations (program publicity, educa-
tion and awareness campaigns); pro-
grams and activitics (ie. lock ins, ice
cream and coke parties, pizza parties,

Meeting

dances, programs on drug abuse, etc.);
1go and printing (cards, banners, T-
shirts, etc.).

All testing will be provided by
Titus County Memorial Hospital.
Testing and collection site will be at
Talc-Bogata school facilities. Test-
ing will be monitored by the school
counselor, school nurse, health
teacher, elected student leadership
group, and the law enforcement offi-
cer assigned the chapter. Students in
the program are subject to random
testing or at the direction of the stu-
dent leaders.

Students who fail the test forfeit
their card and privileges for a deter-
mined amount of time (assessed by
the student leadership). Testing
screens four types of drugs, ampheta-
mines, marijuana, cocaine and PCP.
Card members are entitled to such
privileges as theater, food and cloth-
ing discounts, special programs and
activities and other benefits in Talco-
Bogata and participating communi-
ties and counties.

Any member who loses his or her
card must pay $5 to secure another
card. Card membership can be re-
moved for failing drug screen test,
alcohol consumption and other rea-
sons established by student leader-
ship. However, care is taken to en-
courage the student to re-enter the
program.

This program can be expanded to
other cities in the state of Texas. The
focus of this program is "NO USE".

In order to achieve a drug free
community, it will require the efforts
of the entire community working
together in a partnership against
substance abuse.

A membership application, along
with aparental consent/release form
and rules for membership, will be
sent home with Talco-Bogata stu-
dents, for anyone interested in join-
ing the D-Fy-It program.

Talco-Bogata CISD
Accepts Bids

The Talco-Bogata School Board
met August 14 in the homemaking
room at Rivercrest High School and
accepted the bid for dairy products
from Oak Farms Dairy to provide
milk products to the school for the
1990-91 school year.

Also, the bid from Wonder Bread
was accepted to provide service to
the school.

The cafeteria lunches and break-

MRS. TAMMIE CASE is the
new aide at Talco School. She
will fill the position left open
when Mrs. Annie Sue Goodroe
retired. (Staff Photo by Nancy
Brown)

fast prices will remain the same as
last year.

Hiring of several personnel was
also done. Hired were Special Ed
Aide, Tammy Case for Talco; Cafe-
teria Worker, Sandra Parson for the
Talco building; Sixth Grade Lan-
guage, Georgia Robinett; Compen-
satory Aide, Donna Miller to work on
the Bogata Campus.

MRS.SANDRA PARSONS will
be the new cafeteria worker at
Talco School this year. (Staff
Photo by Nancy Brown)

C People & Things )

Talco-Bogata School System will
begin August 29 at 8:10 a.m.

The Rivercrest football team will
have its first scrimmage August 24 at
Rivercrestagainst Fannindelat 7 p.m.

The Junior High players can pick
up their equipment on Thursday,
August 23 at the field house.

The First Baptist Church of Talco
will have a pot luck dinner Sunday,
August 26 after services, which will
kick off their Back To Sunday School
campaign.

An account has been opened at
Guaranty Bank in Mt. Pleasant for 5
1/2 month old Rachel Kuhl, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Kuhl, born
with Downes Syndrome. Rachel will
undergo heart surgery September 25
in Children's Medical Center in Dal-
las. All donations will be appréci-
ated.

_ Assembly of God Church is hold-
ing Bible School this week, August
20—_25. from 9 to 12. All children are
invited to attend.
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