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A QUICK READ OF THE NEWS

Tumor removed from jaw

Dieuvius Morancy told doctors he had
been living with the football-sized tumor
protruding from his face for two or three
years.

Doctors at the University of Miami/Jack-
son Memorial Hospital 10 1/2 hours last
week removing 18-inch tumor from the 37-
year-old Haitian peasant farmer.

The benign tumor probably began grow-
ing 20 years ago and originated from cells
that ordinarily form teeth, doctors said. But
for unknown reasons, the tumor — known
began growing in-

as an ameloblastoma
side the jaw instead.

The growth gotso big itcaused Morancy’s
trachea to shift to the left, leaving him with
difficulty in swallowing and sometimes in
talking.

He came to the United States after meet-
ing doctors from Atlanta who were in Haiti
on a medical mission earlier this year.

The doctors were afraid Morancy might
die, so they arranged free care and surgery.
Accused doctors aid juror

Three doctors who were defendants in an
Erie, Pa., medical malpractice case revived
a juror who fainted during the trial, leading
the judge to declare a mistrial.

The case against Drs. Scott Henry, Joseph
Carvelli and Betty Toperzer, involving a
woman with liver disease, was later settled
out of court.

The doctors aided juror Andrew Estok
when he fainted and slid to the floor of the
jury box 10 minutes into the plaintiffs” open-
ing statement.

Estok, 54, speculated that a light break-
fast of a banana and a cup of coffee may
have contributed to his lightheadedness.

Judge Shad Connelly declared the mis-
trial, saying he was worried that the doctors’
reaction may have led jurors “to be preju-
diced toward the doctors.”

“They had seen them actina very humane
way in a situation where they did nothave to
act at all — legally,” Connelly said.

Drawing date: Saturday, Aug. 19
Winning numbers: 18-23-33-40-45-46
Estimated jackpot: $13 million
Winners: 0

Next drawing: Wednesday, Aug. 23
Estimated jackpot: $17 million

On this date 1n history

Aug. 30 — The Texas Legislature gives a land
endowment to institutions for the “deaf, blind,
insane and orphaned” (1856).

Sept. 1 — Texans aboard the merchant ships
San Felipe and Laura seize the Correo de Méjico
in a lead-in to the Oct. 2 start of the Texas
Revolution(1835).

LLOCAL WEATHER )

The forecast through the weekend calls
for more of the same old same-old: partly
cloudy and seasonably warm. High tem-
peratures should be consistently around
93 to 94 through Monday, with morning
lows falling into the 62-63 range. No
great chance of precipitation is in the
forecast.

Editor Ronn Smith can be reached at
272-4536 or ctyankee @fivearea.com
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Nursing-home plan may be subject of lawsuit

By RONN SMITH
Editor

As of press time Tuesday night, leaders of the
Muleshoe Area Hospital District had not been
informed whether or not they would have to sue
the Texas Attorney General’s Office in order to
proceed with a proposed nursing home.

The project apparently has become a hostage
of politics in Austin.

The district has been waiting since July for
the attorney general to sign off on the project.
District Administrator Jim Bone said Aug. 11
that “we ran into a problem with the attorney
general’s office in getting their endorsement.”

He said at that time that the problem was not
Attorney General John Cornyn himself, but a
subordinate who had decided that building a
nursing home was an improper use of hospital
district general obligation bonds.

The Farwell Hospital District has operated
for 26 years with the sole purpose of operating
a nursing home, never intending a hospital.

Since then, however, Bone — along with
District Board President Buck Campbell and
attorneys for the district — met with the oppos-
ing official, who heads the attorney general’s
public finance division, and first assistant attor-
ney general Andy Taylor. They reported no real
progress.

“We have never been denied officially,” Bone
said Monday, but no official denial is necessary
so long as approval is withheld.

The district’s local attorney, Charles Aycock
of Farwell, said Monday that Keith Thomasson,
the division chief, “bases his opinion on noth-
ing, except he thinks it doesn’t feel right.”

Campbell agreed, saying, “The reasonevery-
body got so frustrated is that this guy doesn’t
have a reason — it’s just his opinion.”

“If there’s a justifiable legal reason, I don’t
know why he doesn’t tell us,” Aycock said.

Aycock added that no legal opinion has ever
held that building a nursing home was a proper
hospital use in Texas and no legislation has ever
expressed that intent. “There is absolutely no
reason they shouldn’t approve this bond issue,”
he said.

“I don’t know if this is a personal i1ssue with
him,” Aycock said. “He knows nothing of the
Muleshoe Area Hospital District.”

He told board members during aspecial meet-
ing Monday that he does not feel the attorney
general wants alawsuit filed. He said that would
mean a Republican administration going into a
Texas Supreme Court where all nine justices are
Republican, and having no legal leg to stand on.
“I don’t think they want to see that,” he said.

He said state officials also are aware of the
local politics — that 87 percent of those voting
approved this project.

Near the end of Monday’s special meeting,
board member Mike Miller moved to Bone to
authorize filing the lawsuit at his discretion, and
the motion was seconded by Paul Wilbanks.

Ed Esquivel, an attorney with Fulbright and
Jaworski in Dallas, has been overseeing the
Austin dealings for the Muleshoe district.

Aycock said Esquivel is probably the state’s
No. I expert in the field, having handled such
issue for 30 years with only one previous case

Muleshoe teens to observe
See You at the Pole event

contested by the attorney general.

He also said Esquivel had expected the
Muleshoe case “would be a routine matter, as it
always has been.”

Strangely enough, district officials said the
attorney general’s representatives told them that
if a lawsuit s filed, the attorney general’s office
won’t take an adversarial position on it.

District officials said several state figures
have called the attorney general’s office about
the Muleshoe case, from the licutenant gover-
nor to Sen. Teel Bivins of Amarillo.

Summing up, Aycock said the attorney
general’s office may well be surprised at the
strength of reaction to the case.

“You have this little gnat out here in West
Texas, and they probably never figured they’d
get this many people calling about it,” he said.

Also during Monday’s special meeting, the
board authorized Bone to investigate the possi-
bility of the district operating the Farwell Medi-
cal Clinic as a rural health clinic, which might
work out not only to be a financial advantage for
the district but help recruit another doctor.

Valuable signature

Amanda Walker (left), 2-year-old Julissa Garcia (mostly hidden) and Robert Garcia get an
autograph from country singer Rick Trevino on Saturday at Joe’s Boot Shop in Muleshoe.
Looking on are Milton Walters, Trevino’s promoter, and Noe Anzaldua of Muleshoe.

Trial in cow-pickup accident delayed to October

By RONN SMITH
Editor

Acivil lawsuit seeking dam
agesin a 1998 accident involy
ing a pickup hitting a cow has
been delayed until October by
District Judge Gordon Green.

The action stems from an
Aug. 23, 1998, wreck involv-
ing a pickup driven by Beatrice
Casares (also known as
Beatrice Morin) of Morton.

The vehicle hit a cow on
Farm-to-Market 1731 about 1.7
miles north of mile marker 198
in southern Bailey County, ac-
cording to court documents.

The pickup was a total loss,
and the lawsuit alleges there
were injuries to Casares’ pas-
sengers: her husband, George
Morin; her children, Christina
Casares and Brandon Morin;
Joe Morales; and Morales’
daughter, April Morin (referred
to in some court documents as
April Marlin).

The lawsuit secks unspeci-

fied amounts in damages from
the owner of the cow, A&T
Cattle Co. and Ann Sowder.

Beatrice Casares is named
as a third-party defendant in
the lawsuit, which alleges that
her negligent driving contrib-
uted to the injuries sustained
by the plaintiff.

Court documents indicate
that the accident occurred about
9 p.m., and that several cattle
were loose on the highway.

lhey further state that

Journal photo: Beatrice Morin

Sowder and her son, William,
were using spotlights in trying
to round up the cattle at the
time.

Plaintiffs include all the pas-
sengers in Casares’ vehicle at
the time of the accident.

Documents filed with the

7 indicated that

court July
Christina Casares, whowas 16
at the time of the accident, had
turned 18 and wanted to be
considered a plaintiff in her

own right.

Combestto visit Muleshoe, Farwell

Theofficeof U.S.Rep. Larry
Combest announced Tuesday
night that he will visit Mule-
shoe and Farwell on Aug. 29.

He is scheduled to address a
Muleshoe Rotary Club lun-
cheon from noon to | p.m. at
the Bailey County Coliseumto
discuss legislative issues and
give an agricultural update.

Combest is chairman of the
House Agriculture Committee.

Earlier (10:30 a.m. to 11:30
a.m.), Combest is scheduled to
tour the Top of Texas apple
processing plant at Farwell.

The plant serves area or-
chards, a successful example
of crop diversification, that
have operated for five years.

For more information on the
tour, call Ronnie Holt at 272-
4271; on the luncheon from
Jay Messenger at 272-4561.

Missed your paper? Call carrier
Melissa Flores at 272-6719 or the Journal
during business hours, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

Muleshoe students will be
invited to participate in the na-
tional See You at the Pole ob-
servance at 7 a.m. Sept. 20 at
the Muleshoe High School flag-
pole.

A prayer meeting that started
10 years ago with just one youth
group, meeting in the dark of
night on a Texas campus, See
You at the Pole has grown so
dramatically that itis expected
to be observed on about 56,000
campuses across the country
this year.

The theme for this yearis “A
Generation Seeking God,”
taken from King David’s words

recorded in Psalm 24:3-6.

The passage was chosen be-
cause it expresses a spiritual
intensity similar to what many
youth workers say they observe
today in teen-agers of the
“Millenial Generation.”

See You at the Pole gather-
ings frequently include intense
periods of singing and passion-
ate prayer.

A resource kit, available by
calling (888) ALLIANCE, has
been prepared by the National
Network of Youth Ministries
to help congregations plan for
the event.

Information is available on
the Internet at www.syatp.com.

Hands-on coaching

‘Coach Joe Pat Wright (center left) gets right in the thick of things Tuesday
as he shows members of the varsity Mules how to run a play. The team is
scheduled to scrimmage at Idalou at 7:30 p.m. Aug. 24, preceded by the
freshmen at 5 and the junior varsity at 6.
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