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DRILLING RIG TOPPLED. R. D. Steward. tool pusher
for Wylie Drilling Corp. of Abilene surveys damage to a
rotary drilling rig toppled by an early Sunday morning

pits

tornado in Winters. The rig which suffered $1 million

another location Tuesday

damage had been drilling for oil and was to be moved to
The rig fell across two sludge

(AP Laserphoto)

Republican leaders downplay

WASHINGTON (AP) — *Don't
embarrass the president,”” was the
dominant theme when Republicans met
on the shore of the Chesapeake Bay to
discuss issues. But while carefully
sidestepping any positions that might
differ from the White House line. the
GOP officials also seemed to say,
“Watch what we do. not what we say. "

That came across most clearly when
delegates to the fifth annual Tidewater
Conference confronted the
timeshonored GOP issue of balancing
the federal budget

Republicans

Another number not mentioned either
in the resolution or the debate was $91.5
billion — the projected record deficit in
the budget the president proposed for
the fiscal year beginning next Oct. 1
And the administration recently raised
that projection to $96.4 billion

There was plenty of rhetoric about
balancing the budget — by mandating it
through a constitutional amendment. if
necessary — but no talk about how far
out of balance the budget now is and

With exquisite precision, the
resolution adopted by the conference of remain
party leaders cited the interest and
inflation rates during the last year of When Rep

the Carter administration and the lower

figures prevailing now

But there was no mention of the
numbers for unemployment,
percent compared to 7.4 percent when

Jimmy Carter left office

“Unemployment is too high. but will
be reduced by the economic growth
programs enacted last year and now
said

being implemented."’

now 8.8

Joel
Washington suggested mentioning the

how far out of balance it is expected to

Pritchard of

defense budget as an area that had to be

little support
proposal

examined for possible cuts. he got so
he didn't

push his

However. once the formal session had

the

ended. the resolutions had passed and
the participants were relaxing. they
were a little more candid about what
they think has to be done

.| .party differences with Reagan

Rep. Carroll Campbell Jr. of South
Carolina said he has no doubt the
defense budget proposed by President
Reagan will be trimmed by Congress
and that efforts will be made to raise
revenue by closing some tax loopholes
and probably eliminating the provision
allowing corporations to sell unused tax
credits

Other participants expressed similar
views

Campbell is a believer in the Reagan
economic program. He predicted it will
work. given enough time. But he also is
a believer in a balanced budget and. as
do many of the conference participants.
thinks the time has arrived when
Congress will be forced to examine
programs whose benefits automatically
increase when the Consumer Price
Index rises

Congressional willingness to cut
entitlement programs — Social
Security could be one of the programs
being considered — is seen by many
members of Congress as the key to
getting Reagan to relax his insistence
that the defense budget go untouched

., Train derails after hitting truck

PEEASANTON. Texas (AP) — A
stretch of interstate highway near here
may be closed for a month after a

freight train crashed into a
tractor-trailer rig. derailing 22 of the  Antonio. occurred
train's cars. Department of Public  Saturday.

Safety officials say

The rig landed on the tracks after
smashing through a guard rail on a
authorities

highway overpass above.
said-»

Antonio said

Names in the News

It was not known what time S
night the truck. which was carrying an
earth mover on a trailer. plunged from
Interstate 37 to the

The truck driver was killed and three
men on the train were injured

The derailment. about four miles east
of Pleasanton and 40 miles south of San

about 10 pm

state DPS officials in San

aturday

Missouri-Pacific

railroad tracks 30 feet below. But
authorities said another freight passed
by the area at 7:45 p.m. without
incident

The driver of the rig was identified as
Richard Homer Smith. 28. of Edinburg.
the DPS said

Damage done by train units when
they smashed into highway overpass
supports prompted the DPS to close
that section of [-37 and detour traffic
through Pleasanton

PAMPA NEWS Mondoy, March 15, 1982 3’

Survivors describe tornadoes

GOLDSBORO, Texas (AP) — James
Rhodes Jr. heard something **whistling
real bad™ about 2 a.m. as he lay in his
bed during a thunderstorm.

By the time I looked around. I had
bricks and glass on my bed,” the
16-year-old high school junior said.
“Then I flew out the window and the
house went down."

In a matter of moments Sunday, a
tornado swept him, his 13-year-old
sister Vickie and their parents from
their home and tossed them as far as 40
yards away.

"I feel the man upstairs was with

e,” James Jr. said. "'If he wasn't, |
wouldn't have been here talking with
you.

“After | flew out of the house. I was
pinned under some boards and bricks.,"
he said, “"and a little piece of the attic
came for my head. | threw up my
shoulder and knocked it down. Then |
saw a bigger piece that | wouldn't have
been able to stop. but about two feet
away it just curved away, like a
baseball."”

“It was horrifying.”” said James’
father, J.C.. a welder. "'l was sound
asleep and | heard my wife scream,
*Something's wrong ' I found her in the
hall and tried to grab her hands and pull
her to the floor

“But she was pulled from my hands
and | was spun around. | was begging
for the Lord to stop it,” he said. "*The
next thing 1 knew, we were out in the
yard. And when it stopped. it stopped
dead still.”

After locating his family. he went for
help.

“Ididn’t have time to think. " he said
I went running down to the highway in
my underwear. about a half mile. I got
cuts all over my feet, and I saw some
hot wires in a mud puddle and | jumped
over them."

A passing motorist took him to a
neighbor's house to call an ambulance
A relative said Rhodes had so much
glass sticking in him then that he
couldn't be clothed other than to have a
towel placed around him.

The family. suffering from cuts and

bruises, was taken 20 miles north to
Abilene and the Hendrick Medical
Center, where Rhodes and his son were
treated and released and his wife and
daughter were admitted and reported
instable condition.

‘I am not a religious person but’s-

that's going to change ... because ‘the

man' was giving me a warning and 1.

see it.,”" Rhodes said. “'He protected us
and gave us our lives back.”

The tornado threw some of the
Rhodes family's cars. trucks and
appliances as far as 300 yards. A

one-ton welding truck was tossed 150

yards

One truck landed on a steer that had + .+

to be destroyed. and three litters of
puppies were lost in the storm. said a
neighbor. Mrs
Registered poodles and chihuahuas
The family's
was deser\ed
Rhodes said the family had built xhe

house almost by hand. brick by brick. , -

over four years. It was completed in
time to celebrate Vickie's first birthday
init

Bodies of three missing fam1ly

members recovered from lake

LAKE DALLAS. Texas (AP) — The
Valentine's Day disappearance of a
couple and their two young daughters
continues to puzzle police a month
later, even though the recovery of two
bodies during the weekend is believed
to leave only the girls’ father missing.

“I won't be making any speculation
of what happened until the father is
found.” said Sgt. Ron Douglas of the
Denton County Sheriff's Department.

The bodies pulled from Lewisville
Lake on Saturday are believed to be
those of Alice Merillat. 27. and her
5-year-old daughter. Kendra Lee. The
body of the other girl. 6-year-old
Kayleen, was found floating in the lake
Feb. 21

Kenneth Merillat, 32, is still missing

Positive identification of the two
bodies found Saturday will be made

after dental examinations today.
Denton County sheriff's deputy Randy
Kaisner said Sunday

Autopsies on the three bodies
recovered show drowning as the cause
of death. and no marks to indicate foul
play have been found on the bodies.
according to officials with the Dallas
County medical examiner's office. But
the office has ‘withheld a ruling on
whether the deaths were accidental

The three bodies were found in the
same area of the lake

Kendra Lee's body washed up on the
northeast shore of the lake and was
found at 10 a.m. Saturday. Fishermen
spotted the other body seven hours
later. about a mile offshore where the
child’s body was found

Kaisner and Peace Justice Robert

Sparks said the two bodies had been in* "*

the water
The
woman's body as that of Mrs. Merillat

“alongtime.”

was based on descriptions of clothing
was wearing- -~
when the family vanished. according to
the sheriff's .

and cowboy boots she

Lt. Jim Wilson of
department

The Lake Dallas family disappeared
Feb. 14 after going to the Lewisville
Lake to gather firewood. a trip that was
something of a weekend ritual for the
family. since the family moved to Lake
Dallas last spring from Michigan

On Saturday. Kayleen was buried in
Adrian, Mich.. the town were she and
her sister were born and where their
parents met

Prison master’s job at stake

NEWJOWN. Conn. (AP) —

One of, Marianne Kopko's
favorite ‘possessions 1s her
“Trieky Dick™ doll. whose
arms and legs never go the
same way twice when its
strings are pulled

The doll. a look-alike of

former President Richard M
Nixon. is one of more than'a
thousand political articles
neatly displayed in her home
‘Miss Kopko. a piano
teacher. is the editor of
“Checkers. ' the newsletter of
the Nixon Political Items
Collectors club. The title
refers to a 1952 speech In
which Nixon. as a member of
the U.S. Senate. replied to
charges that he accepted gifts
and favors — including his
dog. Checkers — from
California businessmen

LOS ANGELES (AP)
The Go-Go's are alive and
well and recording in Los
Angéies.

No fooling. They really are

The all-female rock band.
riding high on the music
charts, has been beset by a
rumor that its lead singer has
died — but it's not true. 'a
spokeswoman said Sunday

““They're here in Los
Angeles and they're fine.”
said Betsy Alexander.
national director of publicity
for . Imternational Record
Syndicate. Lead singer
Belinda Carlisle and the four
other members of the ban are
cutting a new record. she
said.

Switchboards have been
flooded by calls at IRS. the
Go-Go's label. and at A&M
Records. which distributes
the Go-Go's No.1 album
“Beauty and the Beat” and
top-10 single “*We've Got the
Beal."" she said.

Most callers are téen-agers
claiming to have heard on
television or radio of Ms.
Cardsle's drug-related death,
Ms. Alexander said. <

i : /

RICHARD NIXON

NEW YORK (AP) — Sen
Bob Packwood keeps getting
in hot water with the Reagan
administration. but that's
OK: the Oregon Republican
says he isn’t chasing higher
office that would require help
from the top

“I'm not prepared to give
up the last shred of privacy |
have.”" he told People
magazine in an interview
*...1 want to go to Shakey's
Pizza with my family without
being recognized.”

What Packwood. 49. seems
determined to do is make his
name as a political
curmudgeon. Much of

1925 N. Hobart

—
Malcolm Hinkle, Inc.

665-1841
Serving the Top O’ Texas Mere Than 28 Yeans

®O0ur Service Is Available
O All Work Guaranteed.

Do You Need A Plumber?

24 Hours A Day, 7 Days A Week

Plumbing-Heating
Air Conditioning

®Budget Terms ®We Appreciate Your
Business

SEN. BOB PACKWOOD

Washington rolled

recently after he said he and

leaders
heads"™
President Reagan tells one of
his anecdotes about welfare

other Senate
shake our

cheaters
But Packwood's

the president also come in the
direct form — as when he said
Reagan’s stands on women.
blacks and minorities
hurt us more in the long run
than the economy.”

His friends

short-term goal might be
Senate majority leader. But
Packwood.
rivals Lowell Weicker as the

for that.

BELINDA CARLISLE

.
Its eyes

“"just
when

ways

+ CAPRI bt
blasts at anddiot il ot Kb
NOW SHOWING
OPEN 7:00 SHOW 7:30

“will

say his

who

Senate’s top GOP maverick,
might have to temper his

HOUSTON (AP) — State
officials go to federal court
here today to try to persuade
U.S. District Judge William
Wayne Justice to fire the
special master Justice hired
last spring to oversee Texas
prison reforms

Texas Attorney General
Mark White. who filed the
motion seeking today’s
hearing. says the master and
his federal monitors have
been guilty of “outrageous”
and ‘‘disruptive’ conduct
that has helped incite prison
disturbances

White has demanded they
all be fired and their office be
abolished.

The reforms themselves —
in which Justice ordered state
authorities last April to ease
overcrowding. upgrade
medical facilities and make
sweeping changes otherwise
to improve prison conditions
— have been appealed to the

5th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals. Some have been
stayed

Texas authorities complain
that in the meantime. Vincent
Nathan. the special master
appointed by Justice to
oversee the reforms. and
Nathan's staff have taken

sides with the prisoners and
are partly to blame for unrest
in the Texas Department of
Corrections
Prospective

witnesses

at The Nugge
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include 60 convicts and 127
other people. The hearing is
expected to last several
weeks

Today's court session also Nathan and his monitors gzzhorr(nﬁ:::“nkin'[c‘: ‘)(I.IIJQ):I :
was called to serve the dual began their visits. the opiana" Gice a stolen
purpose of hearing. over the number of prison . .p an(d '\"u'mljs ‘other
state’'s objections. a status disturbances has increased contraband m(_‘h e . >
report from the special from one every 5'> monthsto o0 0 o 5 an t
master's staff. Justice last oneevery 19days ssession of ; riote -
month rejected the state’s “The master's disruptive Posees: i ol
request not to discuss the motives and actions and those ;
state’s motion to fire Nathan of his staff are nowhere better
and Nathan's latest report at evidenced than by the ‘
the same hearing statistical correlation

Nathan. a lawyer from between their visits to
Toledo. Ohio. and his various units and the
mOﬂIthFS hﬂ:'t‘ been lalk'mgr:n resulting increase m violent
Inmates at some of the v
prison’s 19 units for the past QISIHERANE €8 gach Corunad:».‘(,enler
vear..gathering -infermation 'I‘]] dl 665-7726
and filing critical reports in l'ee e
Justice's court D:g'(;s Open

White says Nathan and his h : .m.
subordinates have failed to m mls ap »
report concealed weapons the N apaNS. Texas (ap) | FROM THE
monitors found among the < 1hree residents of this DIRECTOR OF
convicts West Texas city were killed m,myms,am.

White's motion also
accused the master and his
staff of ‘‘undermining
discipline and fostering
unrest by spreading rumors™
among the convicts

“That

of the city limits.

a member of the investigatorssaid
special master's staff would  Trooper Billy Rowan
be a co-conspirator in such identified the victims as
outrageous.”~ Archie Bailey. 68. his wife.

conduct is

at one unit that convicts at
another were staging a food

strike

White's motion said since

Sunday

Join Us For
Beer And Blarney

Wednesday,
March 17th

Everybody’s Irish on St. Patrick’s Day And, we're
celebrating with Beer, Blarney and Bar-B-Que.

The party starts at 6:00 p.m., Wednesday March 17
with Bar-B-Que Ribs, Sausage, Beef and all of the
trimmings including free beer.

evening in a
car-pickup collision, said the
Department of Public Safety
The crash took place about
6:15p.m.on U.S. 80, just west

White's motion said
White accused the federal
monitors of discovering. but

Rhodes raises AKC :

three-bedroom home

tentative identification of the

the =.

A STRANGER

White said. referring to a Margaret. and Charles Baron
complaint that one of the Beaton. All were from
federal monitors told inmates Monahans Is WATCH'NG
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