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Brackettville was picked as the
site for the first meeting between
Border Patrol officials and area
ranchers and the initial confron-
tation took place Monday night
with more than 30 area residents
demanding to know what can be
done about the hundreds of ille-
gal immigrants they encounter on
their properties each day.

The concerns escalated after
Border Patrol officials at the meet-
ing indicated that an increase in
the amount of illegal immigrants

to this area is expected to increase
because enforcement is so strin-
gent in other areas.

Among the actions being taken
by the Del Rio sector in an effort
to handle the expected increase in
illegal immigrants is to request
250 to 500 more Border Patrol
agents.

The prediction that an increase
rather than a decrease in the num-
ber ofillegal immigrants who will
cross the border into the
U.S.,caused even more concern
to ranchers at the meeting who
demanded to know how law en-
forcement officials can help them
deal with illegal immigrants on
their property. Some expressed
fear for their lives. Some said they
believed Mexican nationals had
more rights in this country than
U.S. citizens. Some said the gov-
ernment in Mexico is to blame and
that the new presidents in both
countries need to meet to come up
with a solution. The U.S. should
take of its citizens and Mexico
should take care of theirs, they
declared. A man in the audience
offered to draw up a petition to
present to legislators including
U.S. Rep. Henry Bonilla and
United States Sentator Kay Bailey
Hutchison to come up with legis-
lation addressing the problem.

Also at Monday’s meeting was
District Attorney Tom Lee who,
in response to what ranchers can
do about illegal immigrants on
their land, said: “There’s nothing
in the world that would prevent
anyone from filing trespassing
charges against illegal aliens that
come across your land, but a lot
of that is going to depend on
whether Tully (Shahan), your
county attorney can afford to
spend the time on the many hun-
dreds of people that are arrested
on those circumstances.”

Trespassing is a misdemeanor
offense involving the county at-
torney, Lee explained. “Crimi-
nal trespass is an offense that re-
quires a person to be off of the
property, to remove himself from
the property after having been
given notice to depart. If they
refuse to leave, for example, then
that is an element that has to be
proven by the prosecuting attor-
ney. Many times that is solved by
posting notices that if you’re on
this property, you will be trespass-
ing and that satisfies that element,
so that has to be there but on many
occasions, that’s not present,” he
said.

After several comments from
members of the audience still
wanting to know what can be done
about trespassers, Lee answered:
“I think what a lot of you are con-
cerned about, again without get-
ting into these matters that are
pending now (i.e. Sam Blackwood
case), let me tell you that our law
does provide a defense, it’s called
justification for the commission of
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you can go kill somebody. A jus-
tification is a defense to prosecu-
tion that is determined by a jury
of 12 good citizens that listen for
the evidence. I don’t get to make
the decision nor does the judge nor
does the grand jury, you get to
make that decision. ”

Lee added, “We are very civi-

A 25-year-old Border Patrol
agent trainee sustained serious in-
juries early Monday morning
when the vehicle she was driving
on Highway 131 (Spofford Road)
ran off the roadway, rolled over
three times, and ejected her 65 feet
from the vehicle.

The trainee, Maria Carrizales,
was listed in stable condition
Wednesday afternoon at Univer-
sity Hospital in San Antonio,
where she and her passenger,
agent John Garrett, 31, were taken
shortly after the accident.

According to a Department of
Public Safety report, the Border
Patrol vehicle driven by Carrizales
was traveling south on Highway

131, when “the driver runs offthe
right side of the road upon meet-
ing traffic.

“Driver overcorrects to the left,
losing control of the vehicle. Try-
ing to gain control, the driver turns
hard to the right, running off the
the right side ofthe roadway again

Texas’ second back-to-school
clothing and footwear sales tax
exemption holiday will start Fri-
day, Aug. 4 at 12:01 a.m. and end
at midnight, Sunday, Aug. 6.

Approved by the 199 Texas
Legislature as SB 441 (co-spon-
sored by Rep. Henry Cuellar,
Laredo Democrat) the sales tax
holiday is designed to give fami-
lies a tax break as they provide
their children with back-to-school
clothing.

However, the sales tax holiday
is not limited to children’s items
and also includes work clothes,
uniforms, and boots, baby clothes
and diapers, and underclothes and

lized people. Human life is held
in a very precious way by these
citizens of the United States. We
are not cavalier about allowing
citizens to use deadly force. As a
result of that, our Legislature has
set out a system whereby you are
justified in using deadly force only
if certain factors exist. And ifthose

and into a ditch. Driver then turns
hard to left, causing the vehicle to
roll about three times, ejecting the
driver. The vehicle comes to rest
in a ditch on the right side of the
road, facing north. Ejected driver
comes to rest near the fence ap-

proximately 65 feet from the ve-
hicle.”

+ |

socks.

Items not covered by the sales
tax holiday include accessories,
fabric jewelry, watches, back-
packs and handbags, specialty
sporting equipment and any item
costing over $100.

“The tax burden on working
families is too high,” said Rep.
Cuellar.

“With this tax relief, working
families will have more money to
spend on their families and not on
taxes.”

Almost all clothing and shoes
costing under $100 per item are
included in the sales tax holiday.

(

factors don’t exist, you’re notjus-
tified in using that deadly force.
There’s a difference in using force
and deadly force. You have to be
justified in using force against the
person first. For example, tres-
passing. Our law says you can
use force to prevent somebody or
terminate a person’s trespass upon
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The accident occurred about
3:50 a.m. Monday 6.7 miles
south of Brackettville. Carrizales
and Garrett were taken from the
accident scene to Uvalde Memo-
rial Hospital by Kinney County
EMS and were airlifted from
Uvalde Memorial to University
Hospital by Life Flight.
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Consumers receive the break
on individual items, regardless of
the amount they buy.

For example, sales tax is not
due ifa consumer buys three pairs
of shoes each priced under $100.

But the full sales tax must be
paid if a pair of shoes is sold for
$110.

Last year, consumers saved
more than $25 million in state
sales taxes and more than $7 mil-
lion in local taxes during the three-
day tax-free weekend.

This year, the dollar amount
is expected to increase slightly,
officials at the State Comptroller’s
Office said.

Students sign-upfor classes at Brackett High
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your property. It does not say you
can use deadly force to do that
though. And so you know these
signs that you see that says. Tres-
passers will be shot” is absolutely
against the law in the state of
Texas. You cannot shoot some-
body, you can’t use deadly force
to prevent trespassing.

“Our law states that a person
is justified in using deadly force
against another ifhe would be jus-
tified in using force in the first
place. Basically, to bejustified in

using force against the person in
the first place, that person has to
be using force against you. If
you’re standing there minding
your own business, and I decide
to punch you in the mouth. I'm
notjustified in using that force. It
has to be done in direct response
to the amount of force being used
against you. If a reasonable per-
son in the actor’s situation would
not have retreated, again there’s
a key word that our law uses about
the use of deadly force and one
that is always used, a reasonable

+ @prson standard has to be implied.

If a person is a fool or acting un-
reasonably, you’re notjustified in
using force. It always relies on
what a reasonable person in that
circumstance would do under
those facts and if a jury looks at
that and says, ‘a reasonable per-
son would never do that,” there
goes the defense out the window.
And again this issue on attacking
the person, the person would not
have retreated. There is a duty to
retreat before you can use deadly
force. The only exception to that
is that if you’re in your home and
someone is in your home to com-
mit a crime and you are using
deadly force in that circumstance.
Our law says you do not have to
retreat under those circumstances.
And then it goes on to say when
and to the degree you reasonably
believe the deadly force is imme-
diate and there are many questions
that we argue about in the court-
room about whether there was any
immediacy involved.

“Deadly force normally comes
into play whenever you’re talking
about combat -a mutual combat
situation. Somebody pulls a knife,
a gun, but a person in that fight
says, ‘I’m not going to engage in
this fight,”” and starts to walk off
and they’re shot, then you’ve lost
the use of deadly force and justi-
fication because you don’t have
the immediate factor in there.
Deadly force has to be done in
response to deadly force.

Lee also explained deadly force
in regards to protection of prop-
erty, “which is what most of you
are concerned about,” he added.
In the penal code, “that section
states that a person in lawful pos-
session of land or tangible mov-
able property is justified in using
force against another when and to
the degree the actor reasonably
believes the force is immediately
necessary to prevent or terminate
the other’s trespass on the land or
unlawful interference with the
property. You can use force but
you cannot use deadly force.

“A person is justified in using
deadly force against another to
protect land or tangible movable
property ifthey would be justified
in using force in the first place.
And when and to the degree he
reasonably believes deadly force
is immediately necessary to pre-
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Briefs -

Fun is|contagious - come to the
“clean-up” and catch it!

Fort Clark Spring’s Commu-
nity Council sponsors a monthly
project that will include activities
that incorporate painting, scrub-
bing, trash pick-up, window wash-
ing, and general cleaning.

Volunteers are urged to meet
in front of Shafter Hall Saturday,
Aug. 5 at 9 a.m. Besides the grati-
fication of doing something posi-
tive for our beautiful environment,
volunteers enjoy a tasty lunch at
12 noon and happy memories of
food, fun and fellowship.
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Nationally known motivational
and wisdom speaker and best-sell-
ing author Mike Murdock will be
at Grace Community Church, 709
Kings’ Way in Del Rio, Saturday
through Monday, Aug. 5-7.

Murdock will speak Saturday,
at 7 p.m., Sunday at 10 a.m. and
6 p.m. , and Monday at 9 a.m. at
the church.

Murdock is a noted author who
has written many bestsellers in-
cluding, “Wisdom for Winning”
“Dream Seeds” and “The Double
Diamond Principle.”

If you need transportation,
please call the church office at
774-5755 between 8 a.m. and 5
p.m. and Anna or MaryKay will
be blessed to help you. A nursery
is also provided. Se habla espariol.

+

A $1,000 grand prize is being
offered in a special religious po-
etry contest sponsored by New
Jersey Rainbow Poets, free to ev-
eryone. There are 28 prizes in all
totalling over $3,000.

To enter, send one poem only
of 21 lines or less: Free Poetry
Contest, PMB70, 103 N. Wood
Ave., Linden, N.J. 07036. Or en-
ter on-line www.freecontest.com.

The deadline for entering is
Aug. 24.
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There were 232 apprenhensions
in the Brackettville area between
July 17 and 23, according to the
Del Rio sector of the Border Pa-
trol. The number is included in
the, 2,311 sector total for that pe-
riod. Other apprehensions in-
volved 23 in Abilepe, 342 in
Carrizo Springs, 14 in Comstock,
296 in Del Rio, 1,287 in Eagle
Pass, 23 in Rocksprings, 2 in San
Angelo and 92 in Uvalde. All but
47 apprehended were Mexican
nationals.
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Did you know that there are
laws which condone, ifnot ac-
tually allow, an attorney to lie
in court without penalty?
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No one could top Stan
Conoloy’s contribution, but
Jim Heath received a lot of
good natured teasing about his
wedding, which would take
place on July 29.
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Activity at Brackett Indepen-
dent School District is quick-
ening as we move toward the
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OPINION

Thursday, Aug. 3, 2000

Integrity for sale — justice for hire

The Way I See It!
By Steven R. LaMascus

Did you know that there are
laws, which condone if not ac-
tually allow an attorney to lie in
court without penalty? When
you are fulfilling your civic du-
ties by serving on a jury, and
you are listening attentively to
the attorneys and the testimony
to determine who is innocent
and who is guilty, you are not
there to dispense justice. You
are there to determine whose at-
torney is the best actor.

In a criminal case it is a bit
different. In that case there are
usually two different sets of

rules. One set applies to the at-
torney of the accused; the other
set applies to the prosecutor. The
prosecutor must be truthful. He
cannot fabricate evidence or in-
tentionally misrepresent material
facts. The defense attorney on
the other hand is bound by no
such limits. He is legally free to
lie and deceive as he sees fit to
convince you, the jury, that his
client is not guilty. It doesn’t
matter one bit if the attorney
knows that the defendant is as
guilty as sin, he is going to tell
you the guy is as innocent as a
lamb and teaches Sunday school
classes for orphans. His integ-
rity, your integrity, and the in-
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We make a living by what we get,
but we make a life by what we give

Letters to the Editor Policy
The Brackett News welcomes and encourages letters to the

editor. Letters should not exceed 350 words. The editor re-
serves the right to refuse or edit all letters submitted for length,
potentially libelous statements and accuracy of information.
All letters must be signed and include a mailing address and
phone number for verification purposes. Letters published
and viewpoints of columnists do not necessarily reflect the
editorial beliefs of this newspaper.

Dewhurst says more than $4.8
million earned for Texas schools

Texas Land Commissioner
David Dewhurst announces that
more than $4.8 million was
earned for the Permanent
School Fund (PSF) in lease sales
and land sales approved by the
Texas School Land Board.
Dewhurst, who chairs the board,
said oil and gas firms paid more
than $4 million to lease 17,945
acres of PSF lands, and more
than $800,000 was earned from
the sale of 6,802 acres of PSF
lands. Dewhurst said the $226
average bid per acre for oil and
gas leases is the highest in two
years. “This bonus is a wel-
come addition to the Permanent
School Fund, which benefits the
public school children of
Texas,” Dewhurst said. “A
quality education is the birth-
right of all Texans, and it takes
a lot of resources to do the job
properly. I will continue to work
hard to boost earnings from our
state lands.”Dewhurst said roy-
alties earned from oil and gas
produced on state lands accrue
to the PSF, which earns money

for Texas public school children
from kindergarten through the
12th grade. The PSF has ap-
proximately $22 billion in assets
and contributed about $662 mil-
lion to Texas public schools last
year.

Sealed bids from oil and gas
companies were opened at
Tuesday’s public meeting of the
School Land Board in Austin,
with Dewhurst presiding. A to-
tal of 57 tracts out of 256 offered
were awarded. About $20 mil-
lion has been earned for the PSF
since Dewhurst doubled lease
sales to four per year in 1999.

Dewhurst said the three high-
est bids Tuesday were $204,530
from Union Oil Co. of Califor-
nia, $200,067 from Juneau Ex-
ploration Co., and $196,826
from H. D. O’Neill. Dewhurst
said Independent Land Services
had the largest dollar amount in
total bids, more than $481,000,
while Cockrell Oil & Gas had the
second highest total, about
$412,000, and Michael Dixon
was third highest at $343,040.
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tegrity of the court are totally
immaterial to the sad fact that the
guilty have more rights than the
innocent.

Today in the United States,
Justice has been destroyed.
There is no Justice anymore,
only "due process." Now I do
believe in due process. I believe
that everyone deserves a fair and
impartial trial when accused of
a crime.

However, I also believe that
all parties should be forced to
play by the same rules; and
those rules should be total truth.
There is no possible way that
Justice can be served if deceit
and lies are allowed in the court-
room. The courts were designed
and intended to find the truth,
make the guilty pay, and absolve
the innocent.

Today in the United States,
Justice is for sale to the highest
bidder. A perfect example is
0.J. Simpson. I don’t know any-
one who does not believe that he
murdered his wife and her
friend. However, he was able to
purchase a stable of attorneys
who, through trickery and de-
ceit, managed to destroy the tes-
timony, and in some instances

the very lives and careers of the
investigating officers. They were
not interested in obtaining jus-
tice; they wanted notoriety and
wealth. They wanted to take the
focus of the trial off their client
and place it upon his accusers.
They knew they could not win
by unvarnished truthfulness so
they resorted to trickery; and
they made millions. The only
real loser there was Justice.

Why must this be? Why can’t
we change the rules of the courts
to include penalties for perjury
when attorneys knowingly and
willfully lie? Let them give their
clients the best defense possible.
That is, after all, their job.

But their duty is also to see
that Justice is done. They are
officers of the court. Their first
duty should be to the court, to
Justice. They should not, either
morally, ethically, or legally be
allowed to fabricate evidence,
tell lies, or use unimportant, ir-
relevant legal technicalities to
secure the release of a guilty
party. They should be bound by
oath to "tell the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth,
so help them God!"

If it is proven that a police of-

ficer has fabricated evidence,
lied about a suspect, conducted
an illegal search, forced a con-
fession, then prosecute the of-
ficer; but don’t release the crimi-
nal unless he is proven innocent.
Don’t throw out truthful, factual
evidence because it was illegally
or improperly obtained, pros-
ecute the officer who obtained
it illegally. Then you will have
Justice in 'two cases and not a
pretense of Justice in one.

If Justice is not dead in this
country, it is certainly ill. It is
no longer a hallmark of integ-
rity.

Justice is for sale; integrity is
on the auction block; the Halls
of Justice are coated with the
slime of deceit and dishonor.
Truth, Justice and the American
way have been replaced with
deceit, purchasing power, and
worship of the process.

The facade of legal process
has become more important than
the actuality of Justice. And that
is just plain truth!

Amos 5:15 - "Hate evil, love
good; maintain justice in the
courts. Perhaps the Lord God
Almighty will have mercy on the
remnant of Joseph."

U.S. must break the dangerous
habit of depending on imported oil

Capitol Comments
By Kay Bailey Hutchison
United States Senator

Since oil was discovered at
Spindletop in 1901, the fate of
Texas has been closely tied to
the energy industry.

A year ago thousands of oil
producers were forced out of the
business because of record low
oil prices.

Today drivers are feeling the
sharp pinch of rising prices at
the pump.

Such volatility is the direct
result of America’s growing re-
liance on foreign oil.

By the first week in June,
gasoline prices had increased by
50 percent over the past year.

If your summer plans include
a plane trip, the price of your
ticket will have increased by
about $30 for a round trip. And
travelers aren’t the only ones
feeling the pinch.

Diesel prices are up too, cost-
ing the typical trucker an addi-
tional $150 to $200 to fill up.
Small truckers are especially
hard hit.

Those who entered into ship-
ping contracts based on lower
fuel prices now face disaster.
Eventually, consumers will pay
in the form of higher shipping
and retail prices.

Farmers who are now look-
ing toward the fall harvest can
see their narrow profit margins
disappearing into the tanks of
trucks and harvesters.

Your Representatives

American consumers need
short-term, immediate relief
from this situation.

Then Congress needs to roll
up its sleeves and get to work
on some long-term solutions
that will stabilize oil prices and
reassert America’s energy inde-
pendence.

To accomplish the first goal,
I have introduced legislation that
would suspend the 18.4 cents-
per-gallon federal gasoline tax
and the 24.4 cents-per-gallon
tax on diesel fuel.

This bill has been written to
ensure that the tax reduction will
have maximum impact on the
price of gasoline at thé pump -
and no impact on the Federal
Highway Trust Fund (which will
remain fully funded throughout
the proposed suspension pe-
riod).

The revenue is to be made up
from surplus budget funds,
$150 billion of which Congress
has already set aside for tax cuts.
Suspension of the gas tax will
use less than 3 percent of those
funds.

This pales in comparison to
the anticipated $1.7 trillion sur-
plus expected over the next 10
years.

Next challenge: finding long-
term solutions that will stabilize
oil and gas prices and wean our
country from energy depen-
dence on overseas supplies.

During the 1973 OPEC oil
embargo, the United States im-
ported approximately 36 percent

President

1111

U.S. Senator

ton, D.C. 20510

U.S. Senator
Washington, D.C. 20510

Congressman 23rd District

Governor

78711,

State Senator District 19

Texas 78840, 1-830-774-0800

President William J. Clinton, The white House, 1600 Pennsyl-
vania Ave. Washington, D.C. 20510, Comment line 1-202-456-

The Honorable Phil Gramm, 370 Russell Building, Washing-

The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison, 283 Russell Building,

The Honorable Henry Bonilla, 110 E. Broadway, Del Rio, Texas
78840. 1-830-774-6547 or 1529 Longworth Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20515-4323, Washington: 1-202-225-4511, San
Antonio: 1-210-697-9055, Fax: 1-210-697-9185

The Honorable George W. Bush, Box 12428, Austin, Texas
1-800-252-9600, 1-512-463-2000, Fax: 1-512-463-7397 .
The Honorable Frank Madla, Texas Senate, P.O. Box 12068
Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711, 1-512-463-0121

State Representative District 74
The Honorable Pete P. Gallego, 1110 W. 10th Street, Del Rio,

of its oil from overseas. In 1993,
imports stood at 46 percent. To-
day, the U.S. imports 56 percent
and that is projected to grow to
65 percent by 2020.

To reverse this dangerous
trend, I have introduced legis-
lation that will revitalize domes-
tic energy production.

This bill includes a $3 per
barrel, phased tax credit that is
triggered when oil prices fall to
between $14 and $17 per bar-
rel.

Such a credit would apply
only to low-volume “marginal”
oil wells producing less than 15
barrels per day. It would en-
courage production from exist-
ing fields as well as open new
areas to exploration. And it
would also apply to marginal
natural gas wells, which have the
potential to reduce our oil needs
by 20 percent — the same
amount we import from Saudi
Arabia.

This legislation has been in-
corporated into the National
Energy Security Act of 2000,
the goal of which is to cut Ameri-
can dependence on foreign en-
ergy to 50 percent by 2010.

The Senate Majority Leader
has promised a vote on it before
the end of the year.

Right now American motor-
ists are paying a high price for
the failed energy policies — or
absence thereof — that we’ve
seen over the past seven years.
Cutting the gasoline tax is a
good, quick fix for what ails us.

But America will pay an even
higher price down the road if we
do not restructure our energy
priorities and do everything we
can to encourage domestic pro-
duction. We must break our
dangerous habit of depending on
imported oil.

Reaching out
to impoverished

areas in the U.S.

Submitted by
Congressman Henry Bonilla

Congress did a tremendous
thing last week and it did so
without partisanship and bicker-
ing. We passed the Community
Renewal and New Markets Act
of 2000 to help America’s most
impoverished communities.

The bill combines the Con-
gress’ American Community
Renewal Act with the
Administration’s New Market
Initiative to give our nation’s low
income communities faith, hope
and an opportunity at the Ameri-
can Dream.

While most of America is en-
joying the economic prosperity
brought upon by a balanced
budget, fiscal responsibility and
middle income tax cuts, some ru-
ral and inner city areas continue
to be left behind. The lack of
employment opportunity and
economic activity continues to
contribute to high crime and
drug abuse rates. This poisons
the American Dream. The Com-
munity Renewal and New Mar-
kets Initiative Act will change
that and bring low income com-
munities into America’s prosper-
ity through its array of incen-

tives.
The legislation will reduce

taxes and deregulate restraints in
order to spur business invest-
ment and employment growth in
depressed areas. It will provide
40 “renewal communities” with
much-needed assistance in the
form of targeted, pro-growth
tax benefits, regulatory relief,
savings incentives, and home
ownership opportunities, as well
as provide for the inclusion of
faith-based organizations in lo-
cal solutions such as drug and
alcohol treatment.

The Community Renewal and
New Market Initiative provides
a $21 billion tax cut targeted spe-
cifically to low income commu-
nities. It would make individu-
als and businesses within re-
newal communities eligible for
a variety of tax incentives in-
cluding: a zero capital gains rate,
expensing for small businesses,
wage tax credits and a 20 per-
cent revitalization deduction for
non-residential building. In ad-
dition, faith-based substance
abuse treatment programs will
be encouraged to enter the com-
munities and be eligible to re-
ceive federal assistance to pro-
vide counsel and help to needed
members of the communities.
Home ownership will also be-
come a reality with greater op-
portunities available.

The government has tried in
the past to impose its own solu-
tions on local communities, but
no one can solve these problems
as well as the community itself.
We must enlist the entrepre-
neurs, community groups and
faith based organizations of each
community to join in the fight
and make their own changes.

It is time to revitalize our
nation’s depressed communities
and ensure that the American
Dream is accessible to everyone
with good work ethic. This is
exactly what this legislation
does and is exactly why it will
work.
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