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. Russian circus playing
in Big Spring called
'so totally different’

By ED TODD
Staff Writer

BIG SPRING — The Russians aren’t just coming. They're unexpec-

tedly here.

And the propaganda you've heard is probably true provided it’s about the
one-ring circus — The Moscow Circus, that is.

“It’s so totally different, you have to see it,”” said Bill Perry, the touring
troupe’'s American roadshow director who calls himself the ‘“‘executive jani-

tor.”

Granted, the rotund Perry was acting as press agent for the circus’

two-day engagement in Big Spring.

But unless the show is seen by West Texans, neither Americans nor Rus-
sians will gain fully from the show’s cultural aims: to bring the two na-

tions closer together.

(The United States reciprocates by touring an American circus around

Russia.)

And on that basis, Tuesday'’s initial Big Spring performance before about
2,200 persons may have gained some ground.

The 2%-hour show was virtually devoid of fanfare. The seasoned ar-
tists performed without a big ‘‘build-up” or any words like ‘“This is a
spectacular show” from ringmaster Boris Michailovitch Nikitin.

“THEY'RE ARTISTS,” Perry had said, ‘‘and to artists you don’t say all

this ‘bull.””’

They simply performed one act at a time: in a 50-foot ring.
At show’s end, the audience gave the 64-member troupe a standing ova-
tion. And the troupe returned the applause, true to Russian tradition.

The show contained:

—Antics by master clown Kuklachov and his believe-it-or-not trained

alleycats.

—The fast-paced and skilled riding of the Nugzarov Riders, the “daring”
Mountain Horsemen (the Cossacks) and their mounts — demonstrating

battle-survival maneuvers.

—Muzzled brown bears riding bicyles and motorcycles, boxing in a

ring and juggling a barrel.

—Monkeys in cowboy get-up and running around with a pony.

—Five brightly-feathered parrots on rings

—*La petite jeune fille’’ mastering A mannequin act.

—Aerial gymnastic ‘“thrills’’ by the Antoninovs.

—Jcarian games, including foot jug/glers and acrobatic bouncing, by the

Kusyakov Troupe.

—A show of physique, muscular strength and dexterity by ‘‘strong

man'' Anatoli Ozipov.

—Gavrila Barkar and his team ir) more artistic acrobatic feats.

—And, of course, more.

CERTAINLY, THE circus was un-American: no big game.. elephants,
lions and tigers; no high-flying trapeze artists or tight-rope walkers and

no carnival atmosphere.
It was strictly Russian show bz,

A 13-member orchestra, direc ted by Boris Leonidovitch Porojezki, gave
beat and rhythm to the perforrmance and reflected the speed and excite-

ment of the show.

“The show is performed to full orchestration”...and the music is *“‘typi-
(See CIRCUS, Page 4A)
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Sohio Prv:sident Alton Whitehouse, left, with Energy Secretary
James Sclalesinger, center, and Sen. Alan Cranston, D-Calif.,
after Tues,day's Washington meeting. (AP Laserphoto)
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Midland mayor, TESCO disagree on result of

By SUSAN TOTH
Staff Writer

Midland's mayor and electric ser-
vice company manager disagreed
today on the result of proposed legis-
lation to give a state agency total
authority to regulate electric rates in
the state.

A Senate committee voted Monday
in favor of a Houston senator’s bill to
give the Public Utility Comission ex-
clusive jurisdiction over-electric utili-
ty rates and services.

Taking the cities out of the rate-
making process is a sure way to
weaken utilities and drive rates up,
Midland Mayor Ernest Angelo Jr.
said today.

The process will keep rates down by
eliminating a two-tiered system, ap-
peal and duplication of efforts, ac-
cording to Winston Barclay, Mid-
land manager of Texas Electric Ser-
vice Co.

The current system, Angelo said,
“‘gives us the right to be part of the
decmon:mklnx process from the be-

Since cities have the right to give up
their rate-m authority to the
Public Utilities mission, “only
those cities that value (the author-

%
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A team of acrobats with the Moscow Circus, now appearing in
Big Spring, displays balance and grace during itS routine Tues-
day. (Staff Photo)

By GUY SULLIVAN
Staff Writer

U.S. Rep. Kent Hance Tuesday in-
troduced legislation designed to re-
open the proposed $1 billion crude oil
pipeline between Long Beach, Calif.,
and Midland.

Announcement of the submittal of
the bill was made Tuesday by a Wash-
ington, D.C. spokesman for the fresh-
man legislator’s office there.

In a related development on the
same day in Washington, Standard
0il Co. of Ohio officials and various
lawmakers told of an all-out effort to
untangle snags to the project.

Should all obstacles to completion
of the pipeline be cleared in six
months, Sohio officials, they would be
able to go on with the project.

Sohio officials today projected full
completion of the project in three
years, if the way is paved to carry it
out

The California-to-Texas pipeline
appeared doomed last Tuesday when
Sohio officials announced they were
pulling out of the project because of
red tape, pending litigation and a
variety of other reasons.

The Hance bill, entitled ‘“The Crude

ity) still have it. The Legislature is
trying to take it away from those
cities and place the regulatory power
in the hands of a state bureaucra-
cy,’”” said Angelo.

The PUC makes the final decisions
now, Barclay countered.

TESCO, which serves 72 cities in
Texas, appealed 52 of the 72 decisions
to the PUC during its last rate case,
he said, because the cities passed
different rates than TESCO request-

Oil Transportation Amendment of
1979, will be an amendment to the
Public Utility Regulatory Act of 1978,
said a Hance spokesman today.

Hance's act would allow Sohio to
bypass all state and federal regula-
tions preventing completion of the
project, said a spokesman.

“The resolution I have introduced
would allow the president and con-
gress to waive all state and federal
laws which have been holding up the
start of construction,” Hance said.

“It is simply ridiculous for the regu-
latory bureaucracy of the state of
California to hold up a project such as
this which will save American con-
sumers more than $500 million per
year in energy costs,” said Hance.

Hance's amendment includes state
laws, in addition to federal statutes,
said a spokesman for his office

“I have already had several other
congressmen comment to me on the
bill and feel we will pick up many
co-sponsors,”’ Hance said.

“This is a much-needed pipeline
and it is inconceivable to me that it
has taken as long as it has for approv-
al.”

Sohio has spent the last five years
unsuccessfully trying to to obtain

ed, denied any increase or took no ac
tion.

The present system ‘‘is burden-
some. It costs a lot of extra money
which eventually, the rate-payer has
to pay, the final decision is made by
the utility commission anyway, and
the system drags out the time needed
for a rate request,”” Barclay main-
tained.

Barclay said he saw no real loss to
the cities, which still can call hear-

No delay seen
in inking treaty

JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel’s Par-
liament moved ahead today toward
final ratification of the peace treaty
with Egypt, and Prime Minister Men-
achem Begin’s latest rejection of a
Palestinian state and the return of
East Jerusalem to the Arabs was not
expected to delay the signing of the
pact next week.

A large majotity of the Knesset, the
Israeli Parliament, was expected to
a})prove the treaty at the conclusion
of its two-day debate tonight or early
Thursday. In Washington, House
%nker Thomas P. O’Neill said Pres-

nt Carter told him Begin, Egyptian
President Anwar Sadat and Carter
would sign the treaty at 2 p.m. Mon-
day in the U.S. capital.

Begin opened the Knesset debate
with the vow that Israel would never
permit the division of Jerusalem
again, would never allow a Palestin-
lan state to be established west of the
Jordan River and would never return
to the borders it had before the 1967
Arab-Israeli war.

Egyptian Prime Minister Mustafa
Khalil, who provoked Begin's state-
ment by saying last week that the
peace agreement provided for the
eventual return of East Jerusalem to
the Arabs, said Begin's reply “spoils
the atmosphere’ of the peace pro-
cess. But when asked if it might block
the treaty signing, he said: ““No, 1
don’t think so.”

Begin's declaration, reiterating a
stand endorsed by most Israelis, was
made to placate right-wing hawks
demanding assurances that the au-
tonomy promised by the treaty to the
Palestinians in the West Bank of the
Jordan River and the Gaza Strip
would not lead to Palestinian state-
hood or to the weakening of Israel's
military presence in the territories it
seized in the 1967 war.

Left-wing hecklers frequently inter-
rupted Begin’'s two-hour speech,
charging that the treaty ignores Pa-
lestinian rights. But ratification was
assured when Shimon Peres, head of
the opposition Labor Party, declared
his 31 members would vote for the

more than 645 necessary permits for
the line, which is supposed to trans-
port Alaskan crude oil from Califor-
nia entry facilities to Texas Gulf
Coast refineries as well as similar
operations in the Midwest and the
Northeast.

Last week, Hance scathingly critic-
ized California Gov. Jerry Brown for
what he called “selfish’ and “‘incom-
prehensible inaction” regarding the
pipeline completion.

Brown replied to the effect that the
Sohio pipeline was killed not because
of regulatory delays, but because the
oil company did not want to obey state
anti-pollution laws.

“They (Sohio) didn't want to clean
up their garbage,” Brown said.

Brown also defended his state's
tough air quality rules, saying, *I
take credit for making them (Sohio)
adhere to air pollution standards.”

Alton Whitehouse, Sohio chairman,
announced the scuttling of the project
one day after Secretary of Energy
James R. Schlesinger testified during
a U.S. Senate Energy Committee

ings and intervene in the state pro-

cess.

Angelo disagreed.

“I'm very pessimistic about utility
commissions. They don’t work in any
other states. We were about the only
state left without (a state-wide regu-
latory commission), and we have the
lowest rates in the nation,” he said.

The Midland City Council fought the
formation of the PUC originally, he

treaty. This plus the 60 votes of the
government coalition and the support
of some splinter groups promised
about 100 yeas to about 20 nays.

On the Arab side, Jordan's King
Hussein was going to Saudi Arabia
today to discuss what to do when the
treaty is signed. He and the Saudi
royal family have indicated they will
support pan-Arab sanctions against
Egypt, but the Egyptians says they
believe the Saudis will not cut off the
sizable financial aid they have been
giving them.

Iraq has called Arab League mem-
bers to an emergency meeting in
Baghdad next week to decide on eco-
nomic and other reprisals against
Egypt for signing the treaty.

Sadat has asked Carter to arrange a
$15-billion, five-year economic aid
program for Egypt, with the money to
come from Japan and West Germany
as well as the United Sttes. Assistant
Secretary of State Richard T
went from Cairo to Tokyo y
after talks with Egyptian economists.
He said he was given a “very long
list”" of projects the Egyptians want
help with.

Egypt has also asked the Pentagon
for 300 F-16 jet fighters plus 500 tanks
to replace its aging Russian-supplied
armor for which it can no longer get
spare parts because of its alliance
with the United States.

The Carter administration agreed
to provide Israel with $3 billion to-
ward the cost of its withdrawal from
the Sinal Peninsula. Most of this will
be used to build two new air bases in
southern Israel, replacing two bases
the Israelis are abandoning in Sinal.
The $3 billion is in addition to the $1.8
billion military and economic aid Is-
rael gets annually from the United
States.

A Pentagon official saild the Egyp-
tians are likely to get less than $3
billion because they don't face “‘spe-
clal withdrawal costs.” He said thelr
request for F-16 fighters is still under
consideration, but the Pentagon “‘is
looking at what aircraft may be

available for earlier delivery."”

' Sohio officials now say ‘maybe;’ Hance offers bill

hearing in Washington, D.C., that he
believes the nation needs the pipe-
line.

Whitehouse said Sohio, which owns
53 percent of the Prudehoe Bay (Alas-
ka) oil reserves, pushed for pipe-
line because executives felt it was
“inefficient” and “dumb” to have to
ship Alaskan crude oll through the
Panama Canal.

The pipeline’s apparent new lease
on life Tuesday came after represen-
tatives from Sohlo, California and
Congress a to an all-out, three-
pronged

ort to untangle its legal
problems within six months.

Whitehouse the Sohio chairman, did
not commit his company to
the project, but he said its reviv
would be a “strong probability” if the
problems were cleared up within
three months and “‘a definite proba-
bility” if they were solved iIn six
months.

Tuesday’s three-part ap-
proach would involve the Washington
permit agency, the California Legis-
lature, the courts and Congress.

rate bill

said, as did TESCO.

While the council already has
talked tothe district’s representatives
in Austin to protest the action, “I get
the feeling there is a
attitude on the part of the cities in the
state. They see the inevitable and are
ready to just quit,” said Angelo.

“It may be no big tragedy, but I
th::k it's a mistake,”” the mayor
said.

Thunderstorms may follow Tuesday's all-day fog

Chances of thunderstorms loomed
over the Midland area today, follow-
ing some unusually tenacious foggy
weather Tuesday which caused some
flights to be canceled and others to be
delayed at Midland Regional Air-

port.

The weatherman at the National
Weather Service at the airport fore-
cast a 30 percent probability of thun-
derstorms tonight and a 20 percent
chance Thursday.

The weather station measured a
trace of rainfall this morning, bring-
ing the month’s total to 0.24 inch
and the year's mark- to 0.66 inch,

slightly more than a inch short of the
1.74-inch average through March.
Much of Southeast, Central and
North Texas was under flash flood
watches today after another night of
thunderstorms dumped heavy rain-
fall on land soaked by earlier rain.
Some of the heaviest storm activity
during Tuesday night came along
upper portions of Texas coast.
Some g was reported in the
Freeport area and forecasters pre-
dicted street flooding over large
areas of Southeast Texas, Central
Texas and the Hill Country, including
the Houston and San Antonio areas.
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One of the largest flash flood watch
areas covered South Texas north of a
line from Eagle Pass to Beaumont.

More heavy rain was ex in
North Texas today where flash flood
watches covered much of the area.

Forecasts called for mostly cloudy
skies and widespread showers and
thunderstorms today. And there was
a chance of locally heavy rain mainly
in Central and Southeast Texas.
Highs were to ra from the lower
50s in the Panha tc tre lower 80s
in South Texas.

Numerous severe thunderstorm
warnings were issued during the
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early morning hours. Counties co-
vered by some of the w in-
cluded Medina, Bandera, Bexar,
Kendall, Comal, Ma rda, Bra-
zoria, Galveston, Cham Whar-
ton, Fort Bend, Harris and Liberty.

Severe thunderstorm warnings ear-
lier in the night covered many other
counties.

There were no immediate reports of
serious damage.

Flash flood warnings and river -i
flood statements also were issued
throughout

the pre-dawn hours,
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