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Lozano Crowned Queen At Cinco

de Mayo Celebration

# Cinco de Mayo Queen Blanca Lozano and her court, Amanda
Samaniego and Christina Martinez.

Sirens sounded around town
on Saturday, May 3, 2003, as the
Cinco de Mayo parade made its
way down Main Street, around the
loop and out to the Sutton County
Park. This was just the beginning of
a day of family fun and celebration
at the Knights of Columbus Cinco
de Mayo Celebration. Arts and
Crafts, jewelry, toys, crosses, bird-
houses and more were all on dis-
play, tempting shoppers to visit the
booths set up on the grassy area
around the dance slab.

Inside the fence, food booths
were set up, offering a vast array of
mexican delights, including stuffed
Chili Rellenos, Carne Asada,
Tapatios, Tacos and more. There
was also lots of American treats,
like Corn on the Cob, Funnel
Cakes, Brisket and sausage wraps.
All this could be washed down by a
cold beer or some fresh squeezed
lemonade.

~ Kids were entertained with a
giant “Titanic” slide, a laser tag
game, and the old favorite barrel
train.

At noon, the royalty took cen-
ter stage, with Father Bill
DuBussion announcing the Cinco
de Mayo Queen and her court. The
big winner this year was Miss
Blanca Lozano who sold the most
raffle tickets. All proceeds will go
to the building of the new Parish

Hall at St. Ann’s Catholic Church.
Lozano’s court consisted of runners
up, Amanda Samaniego. Christina
Martinez and Vicky Vara.

After the girls made their vic-
tory lap and posed for pictures, the
music started and everyone
returned to a day of fun.

The celebration was topped off
with a dance at the slab, with Grupo
Estilo providing the music.

Seniors of all ages enjoyed the
Cinco de Mayo celebration.

Chamber of Commerce Welcomes

New Manager

Ruthie Bounds

Fourth generation Sonoran, Ruthie Bounds, has been hired as the new
® office manager at the Sonora Chamber of Commerce. Bounds, a lifetime
resident of Sonora, brings years of management, marketing and public rela-
tions experience to the position. Her most prominent goals are to re-organ-
ize the office and get the focus back on local retail merchants of Sonora.
She plans to increase the promotion of tourism for Sonora nationally and to
continue providing vital information for visitors and hunters in our area.

“I also look forward to working with all the other organizations in
Sonora, for the overall benefit of the community,” said Ruthie.

Ruthie is the wife of 25 years to Rick Bounds, employed by Location
Builders, the mother of Jason, employed by Kingdom Transportation and
the proud grandmother of four year old Tanya.

Downtown Lions Club To Celebrate 75 Years

submitted

Sonora will be roaring on May
9th "and 10th as the Sonora
Downtown Lions host the Texas
Lions District 2-1A Convention.
The Sonora Downtown Lions Club
was chartered on May 9, 1928 by a
group of men that wanted to reach
out and help children and other peo-
ple in their community.

District 2-A1 Governor Virgil
Polocek is the host for the event,
welcoming over 59 other Lions
Clubs from around Texas. The
activities will begin on Friday, May
9, 2003 at 8:00 a.m. with a Lions
Golf Tournament at the Sonora Golf
Club, sponsored by First National
Bank, The Bank & Trust, Sonora
Golf Club and the City, of Sonora.
All golfers are invited and encour-
aged to join the Lions in the tourna-
ment. Five dollars ($5) will get you
lunch served on the patio. Cash
prizes, shirts, towels and hats will
be awarded to the best at the end of

the tournament.

Visitors can also stretch their
legs on Friday by taking the
Historical Downtown Walking and
Shopping Tour. Lunch will be
offered in the Bank Vault Park for a
fee of $7.50

At 1:00 p.m. on Friday, leaving
from the Best Western Sonora Inn,
Lions and visitors can take part in a
tour of the Jimmy Cahill Ranch (the
trip is free).

Everyone is invited to the
Sonora Downtown Lions Club 75th
Birthday Bash Friday night at the
Sutton County Park Dance Slab
(next to the 4-H Civic Center) start-
ing at 6:30 p.m. Lion President,
Robert Duran will also be celebrat-
ing his 75th birthday. Any cowboy
or cowgirl won't want to miss the
BBQ dinner, with plates on sale for
$6 per person. While dining, you
can tap your toes to the tunes of the
Texas Fiddlers.

On Saturday, May 10th at 7:00
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Thank You,

by Congressman

wrote, "All that I

am or ever hope to

be, I owe to my

angel Mother." I

couldn't agree
more.

This Sunday, families across
America will celebrate Mother's
Day. Children will wake at the crack
of dawn to make mom breakfast in
bed. Kids of all ages will pull out
the construction paper and crayons
and make mom a homemade greet-
ing card. And sons and daughters
everywhere will write a note, place
a phone call or stop by the house to
say "thank you, mom."

However you celebrate,
Mother's Day is our opportunity to
thank Mom for all the lessons,
devotion, guidance and love she has
shown us over the years. It's a day to
celebrate  motherhood and to
remember our mothers.

Contrary to popular belief,
Mother's Day was not conceived in
the boardroom of Hallmark. The
first tributes date back to the offer-
ings ancient Romans made to-their
Great Mother of Gods. Hundreds of
years later,
become a day to celebrate all moth-
ers. It's the most popular day of the

See Bonilla page 7

Mother's Day has -

Bi-District Champions

It was a beautiful day with the
Davis Mountains in the background
at Kokemot Baseball Park in
Alpine, Texas for the bi-district
playoff game between the Sonora
Broncos and Tornillo Coyotes.

Justin Sims was the winning
pitcher, facing 18 batters with seven
strike outs, three walks and no runs
on one hit in five innings.

The bats exploded for the
Broncos as the visiting team, who
made quick work of the Coyotes by
scoring 12 runs on 11 hits in the first
inning. They were starting their
third bat around when the 3rd out
was made.

Scottie Moore, playing 3rd

Relay For Life Works To Close

The Book On Cancer

by Storie Sharp

#The pages will start to turn on
May 16, 2003 as the American
Cancer Society Relay for Life
begins marching toward the goal of
closing the book on cancer.

The 2003 Relay for Life will
begin at 6:00 p.m. at the Bronco
Stadium. This year’s “Storybook”
theme promises to bring out charac-
ters from all sorts of tales, including
Peter Piper’s Presby’s, Mary’s
Little Lambs, The Jungle Book,
Pocahontas, The Gingerbread Man,
Alice In Wonderland, Noah’s Ark,
Dr. Seuss, Beetle Bailey, David and
Goliath, Bob the Builder, and more.
With 14 teams signed up, consisting
of ‘over 15 members on each, the
event is building to be one of the
biggest yet.

The honored - Survivor
Celebration will start at 6:00 p.m.,
with the introduction of all of
Sutton County’s cancer survivors.
This group of fighters will make the
first lap, starting the night relay and
fun. The survivors will then be
treated to snacks and drinks under
the Survivor tent and everyone will
be invited to sign the Relay quilt.

As the walkers take to the
track, the fun, food and games
begin on the practice field. The
teams will be selling food for all
tastes, including fajitas, gyros, ham-
burgers, gingerbread, candy and
even a pot-luck supper. There wills
be games for all ages, including a
hot sauce eating contest sponsored
by El Torrito and a “Chicken Little”
Bingo, a hula hoop toss, pin the tail
on the lamb, putt-putt golf and
much more. The Sonora PTO team
has even secured the inflatable cas-
tle and slide and the rock wall for
kids of all ages.

The emotional Luminaria
Ceremony will start just after dark,
with the special dedication to those
that are fighting or have lost the
fight against cancer. Names will be

read from the list of honorees as
special songs set the tone for the
lap. The Relay committee hopes to
light up the stadium with these sig-
nificant symbols of love and devo-
tion. If you haven’t purchased a
luminaria in honor of or in memory
of your loved one or friend that has
had or has cancer, you can do so
from any team member or send in
the form available on page 7.
Luminarias can also be purchased
at the Relay.

This year’s teams are The
Church of the Good Shepherd, St.
John’s Episcopal Church, T&C
Village Market, First National
Bank, The Samaniego Family,
Lillian M. Hudspeth/Dr.
Pajestka/The Ladies Auxiliary, The
Sutton County Steakhouse, The
First  Baptist Church, The
Elementary PTO, The Elementary
School Teachers, The BeeBe
Family, Lighthouse Community
Church, Dominion and BB
Chemical.

Music, including live perform-
ance by Sonora and other local tal-
ent, and games will keep everyone
going all night.The Sonora
Downtown Lions Club will wake
everyone up with their pancake
breakfast around 6:00 a.m.

Awards will be given for the
most money raised, most spirited,
most laps walked, a chuckwagon
award and best campsite.

For more information you can
call 387-2507 or contact any com-
mittee member, Kim Lewis, Shanna
Petty, Justin McGeath, Jody
Luttrell, Tammie Tidwell, Tibba
Edmondson, Noemi Samaniego,
Kelly Thorp, Annette Mabry, Danni
Price, Lynn Sahr, Erica Morriss or
Storie Sharp.

Don’t miss a “Storybook”
evening, as the 2003 Relay for Life
works to make cancer one for the
books... the history books!

a.m. there will be a Key Member
Breakfast at the Sutton County 4-H
Civic Center. The District Cabinet
meeting will follow. The special
Lions Club Queen Contest lunch-
eon will begin at 11:30 a.m. There
are five Lions Club Queen
Contestants, including Sonora’s
own Downtown Lions Club Queen,
Brea Hughes. The cost for the Lions
Club Queens Contest Luncheon is
$7.50.

The Saturday evening activi-
ties will start at 6:30 p.m. at the
Civic Center with a formal Awards
Banquet and key note speaker, Past
Director of Lions  Clubs
International, Sid L. Scruggs III of
North Carolina . He is also an
Ambassador of Good Will award
winner. The cost for the evening is
$15.

Join the Lions for an evening
of celebration and fun.

base, got the momentum started in
the fist inning with a single and a
stolen base.

Landon Brockman's home run
down the third base line easily
cleared the wall and scored Israel
Arevalo. The first two Coyotes fac-
ing Justin Sims were quickly set
down by strike outs in the first
inning. The 3rd out was a fly out to
center fielder, Caleb Gulley.

The Broncos turned a double
play in the 3rd inning. The first out
was Manuel Lopez playing short
stop to Peter Duran at second and
then Duran to Arevalo for the dou-
ble play. The third batter and last out
for the inning was Duran to

Arevalo. .

Left fielder, Lance Roberts, hit
three singles for the day and right
fielder, Doug Yocham. scored three
of the 15 runs for the Broncos.

In the next playoff round,
Sonora will play Shallowater in
Sweetwater on Friday, May 9, in the
best of two in a three game series.
The first game will be played at
4:30 p.m. Friday with the second
game following 30 minutes after
the first. The “if” game, if needed,
will be played Saturday at 7:30 p.m. -
Best of luck in the playoffs. Go
Broncos! :

School Board Discusses Tax Increase

Due To Chapter 41 Status

~+.The Board.of ‘Trustees of the
Sonora Independent School District
met in regular session at 5:30 P.M.
on Monday, April 14, 2003.

Board members present were
Tryon Fields, President, Jesse
Bustamante, Tammy Favila, Scott
Jacoby, and Barbara Jennings.

Sam David Hernandez and Tom
Payton were unable to attend.

Visitor, Bonnie Lou Campbell,
invited board members to the Earth
Day celebration scheduled for
Tuesday, April 22 at 2 PM. on the
Elementary Playground.

Chief Appraiser Rex Ann
Friess stated that 98% of the current
levy had been collected along with
38% of delinquent taxes. Mrs.
Friess commented that the
Appraisal District was aggressively
pursuing continued collection of
delinquent taxes.

The Board reviewed current
bills in the amount of $229,635.80.

Superintendent Brant Myers
reported that enrollment had been
increasing steadily since February
18 and currently stood at 916. He
further stated that attendance
seemed to be improving and was
currently 96.99%.

Myers reviewed the March
Maintenance Report as follows:

1. Campuses: quotes are being
taken for replacing carpet in the
halls at the High School (original
carpet). 2. Extra-Curricular: quotes
are being accepted for re-doing the
restrooms at the track with the left-
over brick from the Castle Hill proj-
ect to be utilized to build the stall
dividers. Also, the ag students have
recently built a trailer that will be
used to haul the big mower.
3.Housing: the sprinkler systems
are finished at the Castle Hill
Apartments and are being complet-
ed at the administrator houses.

Grass has been planted at the Castle

Hill. Apartments and as ‘'soon as
more bricks arrive, the sidewalks
will be finished. Additionally, the
Superintendent stated that carpet
will soon be replaced in some of the
apartments on Mesquite Street.
Barbara Jennings stated that the
sidewalks on Castle Hill did not
look right and she questioned if
weeds would grow up through the
bricks. :

Myers reiterated that the side-
walk project was not yet finished
and that the reason bricks were used
was because they were both more
economical and.could be taken up
easier than a concrete sidewalk if
there were problems with the sprin-
kler system or the plumbing.

Architect ~ John = Williams
reported that the renovation project
should be out for bids by the time of
the May board meeting. He stated
that all parties involved in the proj-
ect had been struggling with the
budget trying to find ways to keep
the costs down and that the bid envi-
ronment was still looking pretty
good. Following further discussion
regarding the project, Mr. Williams
commented that he hoped to have a
firm price no later than June |.

The Superintendent reviewed
projected revenue cstimates in detail
and said that the district had been
informed that it would be a Chapter
41 school district. He stated that
because the school was becoming
an equalized district, it would take
an increase in local revenue to offset
the amount of money leaving the the
district due to Robin Hood. Mr.
Myers said that the Board would
have to look at a tax increase and
presented projected revenue with
the following tax rates: $1.40,
$1.45, and $1.50.

Myers then distributed salary
schedules for teachers (adopted in

See School Board page 7

Area Champions

»

The Lady Bronco Softball team stays on base with their win against Idalou for the Area Championship (see
story page 5). The Ladies will play Colorado City on Thursday, May 8th in San Angelo.
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