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Woodwork...

=
. by Dalton

WE CAN"T SEE the wind, but we know it's there, because we
can feelit, and we can see the results of it when tornadoes strike,
or our fence blows down. We don't know what colorthe wind is,
however.

Sclentifictheoreticians, however, have given the name “black
hole” to something else which cannot be seen. Black hole is
what they call an impossible-to-see celestial object which they
think is formed after the collapse of a very large star, like John
Candy. Quoting from an Associated Press story last week:
“Matter from the star compresses and eventually becomes so
dense that its gravitational force will not permit anything—not
even light-to escape. Since it retains all light, a black hole
cannot be seen.”

Speaking of dense, | guess | am, because | have a hard time
understanding how they know a black hole is there if they can't
see it, even through a telescope.

“Dr. Starstein, what are you doing with that telescope?”

“I am looking for an invisible black hole, Igor...and apparently

there are lots of them up there because | am not seeing any. But,
Eurekal There is one, now!”

“No, Doctor, that was me. | just put the cover back on the end
of the telescope.”

So they don’t really know if there are black holes. But if there
are, they will be surrounded by big masses of heat, violence and
energy, spewing out clouds of gas and dust, like a '47 Ford
needing aring job (lownedone). And the Associated Press story
said a new Hubble Space Telescope in orbit has given a view of
such a giant spot of energy in a galaxy called NGC4261.

This black hole is 400 light years wide, and 45 million light
years from Earth. In other words, if you could travel at the speed
of light, it would take you 45 million years to go see that black
hole, and then when you got there, you couldn't see it, because
it's invisible.

Most of us will have to be content with seeing Carisbad
Caverns.

HEP IS ON THE WAY: One of my readers brought me copies
of the Texas Dictionary of the English Language to which |
vaguely referred last week, and also another similar booklet
called How To Speak Southern . Some of the definitions are

‘good, andit's true that many of us tawk like thet. Some examples
from the “Speak Southern” book by Steve Mitchell:

Argy: To dispute in a contentious manner. “Ah told you to
take your bath, boy, and Ah'm not gonna stand here and argy
with you about it.”

Arn: Instrument to remove wrinkles from clothing. “Ah’'m not
gonna arn today. it's too hot.”

Arshtaters: A vegetable, source of French Fries. | like
arshtaters, but | hate to peel ‘'em.”

. Bard: To obtain the use of, not always temporarily. “He bard
.mah shovel and never did bring it back.”

. Bub: Fragile objectdesigned to provide light. “That lightbub's
‘not spose to burn out awready.” \

© Crine: Weeping. “What's that woman crine about?”

. Dayum: Ounmmmuobymm “Frankly,
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Eaxlon Shirley’s Custom-Made Spurs:

Tahoka ‘Jingles’ Heard Around The World

by KAREN McCAIN

Some of the world’s most fa-
mous feet beat a path 1o Earlon
Shirley’s door in Tahoka.

When Shirley is not managing
the Farmers’ Co-op Gin, he can usu-
ally be found in his shop making
custom-ordered spurs,

Some of hi$ customers include
Charlie Daniels and Michael Martin
Murphy. “I have a pair of spurs on
order for George Strait. I'm just wait-
ing to getan okay on the final design,”
Shirley said.

This hobby has trned into a lu-
crative business for Shirley. Prices
for a pair of Shirley spurs range from
$495 10 $695, and can go even higher
depending upon the amount of gold
used and intricacy of detail.

The sluggish economy has not
affcctcd the number of ordus ShnrlLy

ARE THOSE LEGS THAT I SEE?

has received. Requests for his spurs
come from Kentucky, Missouri, Ten-
nessee, New Mexico, and even as far
away as Spain and Germany.

Shirley not only makes spurs for
the stars, but also for working cow-
boys and collectors.

He says he enjoys the fame and
money that designing a pair of spurs
for a celebrity can bring, but his heart
is in making spurs for working cow-
boys.

“I"d rather make a pair for acow-
boy who will use them everyday than
foracelebrity who dangles them from
his belt,” Shirley said.

As the 1992 cotton ginning sea-
son reaches its peak, Shirley finds the
hobby to be very beneficial.

“Making spurs is about as far
away from the cotton ginning busi-
ness as you can get. I enjoy making

~ Earlon Shirley displays a pair of

hand-made “gal leg” spurs which he made (photo at left). The Tahoka
man makes custom-ordered spurs for customers all over the world.

TAHOKA GIRLSTOPER
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(LYNN COUNTY NEWS PHOTO by Karen McCain)

Tahoka

them. I guess I'd make these spurs
even if I didn’t sell any because it’s
such good thempy. Shirley said.

A —

Junior High cheerleaders Abby Wells (left) and Robin Martin will
perform a dance routine.to “Jingle Bell Rock” in Foley’s Thanksgiving
Day Parade in Houston, televised on ABC beginning at 10 a.m. Thanks-
giving Day. The eighth grade girls were named All-Star Cheerleaders at
the Universal Cheerleading Association (UCA) summer camp and were
two of only four girls from 25 Texas cheerleading squads chosen for the
honor of marching in the televised parade. The girls will be wearing the
red cheerleading outfits which are shown in this photo, Abby is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Wells of Tahoka and Robin is the daughter
of Suette Martin of Tahoka and Bobby Martin of Lubbock.

(LYNN COUNTY NEWS PHOTO)

Businesses To CIose For Thanksgiving Holidays

The Lynn County News will be
closed Thursday and Friday, Nov. 26
and 27, for the Thanksgiving holi-
days. The office will open at 9 a.m.

Most Lynn County businesses
will be closed on Thanksgiving Day,
and a few, including the County
Courthouse, will be closed the fol-

Monday, Nov, 30 for business. lowing Friday also.
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His interest in spur-making be-
gan as he experimented with silver
(See SPURS page 4)

CLASSY ORNAMENTATION - Acorns and oak leaves are among
some of the more popular design requests Earlon Shirley gets for his
hand-made spurs.
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Five Are Indicted
By Grand Jury Here

True bills of indictment were re-
turned against five persons by a 106th
District Grand Jury meeting in Tahoka
Monday«indicted were:

Mark Wayne Wilhite, 37, of Lub-
bock, forgery by passing. Thisisare-
indictment of a suspect not in cus-
tody, and for whom bond of $25,000
has been set.

Robert Lester Hicks, 35, of Den-
ver City, driving while intoxicated,
subsequent offense. As of Tucsday,
Hicks was being held in jail in Lub-
bock, with bond set at $25,000.

Armondo Hinojosa, 34, Anton,
unauthorized use of a motor vehicle.
He was not in custody Tuesday.

Felix Hernandez, 43, O’ Donnell,
aggravated assault. He was free on
$2500 bond.

Julian Gloria Vegalr., 32, Odessa,
DWI subsequent offense. He was in
Lynn County jail.

In other law enforcement aclivity
this week, sheriff’s officers investi-
gated cases of criminal mischicl, at-
tempted burglary and thelt.

James O. Jeffcoat reporicda wind-
shield on aJohn Deere tractor broken
or shot out Sunday near FM 179 al

Twin Lakes, west of O’Donnell.
Damage was estimated at more than
$80

Josa Rojas of Wilson reporied.
someone tried to break into his home
on Gouger St. last Friday.

Charles McAuley of Tahoka re-
ported theft of a wheat drill from a
location north of Tahoka on U.S. 87
last Friday.

A phone call to Crime Line last
week has solved the case of damage
10 two trees at Nevills Cemetery.
Police Chief Jerry Webster said the
$100 reward would be paid to the
anonymous caller who implicated two
Tahoka young men. The two were
questioned and agreed 10 make resti-
tution, the chief said.

Police this week also were called
to Tahoka High School, where some-
onc had damaged a computer center
by burning a candle on it in the office
of school nurse Joan Knox. She also
reported the computer did not work
after the incident,

In jail during the week were one
person cach for judgment and sen-
tence on DWI, DWlfirst offense, and
public intoxication.

City Seeks Input From Citizens
On Local Cable TV Service

by JUANELL JONES

City of Tahoka officials are seck-
ing input from citizens during the
next few weeks on the cable televi-
sion service offered here.

Telemedia’s cable franchise with
Tahoka expiresin April 1994 accord-
ing to City Manager Barry Pittman,
andcity officials will conduct several
public hearings in the near future for
citizens to voice their concerns or
opinions. Citizens are also encour-
aged 1o contact Pittman at City Hall
to voice an opinion on the cable tele-
vigion service.

In a council meeting Monday
night, officials heard attorney Cal
Huffaker-explain the new cable bill
and how itaffected the city. Huffaker
noted that the main difference to
municipalitics would be a decision
on whether to become franchising
authorities for the cable service.
There is some cost involved in being
a franchising authority, and other
factors which the city must debate
before making a decision. If, how-
ever, the city does not elect to be the
franchising authority, then the cable

(See CITY, page 2)
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