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. Horsford Wins 15t Place

K_yle Horsford won 1% place with his hamp at the Houston
Livestock Show. The pig was bred by Horsford Show Pigs. Kyle
also won the $100.00 Certified Texas Bred Award for that class

for having the highest placing Texas bred pig of that class. Kyle
is the son of Lance and Dinah Horsford.

Photo by Barker Photography.

Lion Queens vie Watch for
for Scholarships Wheat

The Lions Queen contest will -
Diseases

Citizen and Businessperson of the
Year Announced at Chamber Banquet

By Bailey iNaugle

Stratford residents gathered at the County Barn on Kriday for the annual Chamber of Commerce banquet.
Kathy' Altman was selected for the honor of Citizen of the Year, and Javier Rodriguez was named
Businessperson of the Year. House Representative David Swinford was present for the event and honored the
recipients by awarding them flags that had been flown over the state capital.

Attendees enjoyed the musical stylings of Branded, a local Christian rock band, along with a delicious meal
prepared by Tip Top Catering. After the meal, Police Chief Greg Mullins spoke on the dangers of identity

theft and followed up with a questions and answer period.
Photo by (Stratford Chamber of Commerce)

Shown above Kathie Altman and Javier Rodriquez, both with House Representative David Swinford.

Fund for Zelda
Pickens Has
Been Set Up

There has been a fund set
up at Happy State Bank to

help ~with Medical
Expenses for Zelda
Pickens.

Presley Fund
Set Up At Bank

A medical fund for the son of
J.B. & Amanda Presley has
been set up at the First State
Bank of Stratford. Fore
more information contact
the First State Bank 396-
5521.

Early
Release

. Early Release,
Wednesday, April
Mary Allen

16",
Elementary-release
at 12:55 p.m. Junior

High
School
1:00 p.m.

and High
release at

The Imagination
Station "Week of
the Young Child"
April 22 & 24

The Imagination Station will
host their annual "Week of the
Young Child" theme of "On the
Farm". April 22 will feature crops
and machinery. April 24 will
feature animals. The April 24
program is filled with some space
available on April 22. This
program is for pre-kindergarten
through 2nd grade.

Weather Line
366-2000
Sponsored by
Stratford Grain &
ADM/Alliance
Nutrition
Greg Wright -7 days a

week, updati ng as needed

Higher fuel costs
drive up Xcel
Energy bills

Higher natural gas prices have
resulted in an increase in the fuel-
cost portion of Xcel Energy

_customer bills in Texas.

Beginning May 1, Texas
customers using 1,000 kilowatt-
hours of power a month will see a
13 percent increase in the overall
bill, or $11.61 more per month.

The increase was filed today
with  the  Public  Utility
Commission of Texas.

Fuel costs, which are passed
through to customers directly at
no profit to the company, are
figured through a fuel factor, or
formula, that is set twice a year.
The summer factor will take
effect May 1 and takes into
account a 28 percent rise in the
cost of natural gas over the
winter. These costs are not part of
a customer's base electric rate.

The recently announced fuel
surcharge in Texas is also a
separate charge that will expire in
March 2009. Its purpose is to
recover past under collections of
fuel costs. It is not factored into
this fuel cost increase.

The increase in the fuel factor is
not permanent. If fuel prices fall
over the next six months, the
winter factor will be less when it
goes into effect in October. Any
over collections would be
credited back to the customer.

Almost all utility companies
that use large amounts of natural
gas to generate power are
increasing fuel-related charges on
customer bills. Even with the
increases, Xcel 'Energy bills
remain among the lowest in the
state.

Xcel Energy is investing in
upgrades to our generation and
transmission system that should
slow the rise in future fuel costs
by spurring the development of
more wind power, enabling us to
import lower-cost power and
enabling us to generate our :own
power more efficiently. These
measures also will help us lower
our greenhouse gas emissions.

Customers can mitigate cost
increases by using power more
efficiently in their homes and
businesses. Information on how to
reduce power costs is available at
www.xcelenergy.com by-clicking
on the "residential" tab and going
to the "save energy and money"
link.

WALK ACROSS
TEXAS? DO IT
SAFELY!

By Susie Spurlock

Walk Across Texas in Sherman
County began Sunday, April 6,
2008 with 24 persons
participating. All participants are
reminded of simple walking rules
to protect themselves and fellow
walkers by following the safety
guidelines.

Walk on the sidewalk. Stay on
the sidewalk and use crosswalks.
Avoid walking in traffic where
there are no sidewalks or
crosswalks. If you have to walk
on a road that does not have
sidewalks, most safety experts
advise to always walk facing the
traffic and as far to the left as
possible so you can better see the
approaching traffic.

Look left, right, and left for
traffic. Stop at the curb or the
edge of the road and look left,
right, and left again for traffic.
Stopping at the curb signals
drivers that you intend to cross. If
you see a car, wait until it goes
by. Then look left, right, and left
again until no cars are coming.
Keep looking for cars while you
are crossing. If a car is parked
where you are crossing, make
sure there is no driver in the car.
Then go to the edge of the car and
look left-right-left until no cars
are coming.

. Cross at intersections. Most
people are hit by cars when they
cross the road at places other than
intersections. Cross in marked
crosswalks, and obey traffic lights
and traffic signs. Look left, right,
left, behind you (for cars turning
right) and in front of you (for cars

turning left). Look in every
direction. Continue to look for
cars as you cross the street.
Drivers are supposed to watch out
for people walking and to stop to
allow pedestrians to cross safely,
but pedestrians cannot count -on
drivers to see them or stop.

See and be seen. Remember
that drivers need to see you to
avoid you. Stay out of the driver's
blind spot. Make eye contact with
drivers - when crossing busy
streets. Dress to be seen. Brightly
colored clothing makes it easier
for drivers to see you during the

“daytime. At night, you also need

to wear special reflective material

highlight the 2008 2-T1 District
Convention in Dalhart April 25-
26. Each Lions club is to bring
their Club  Queen,  with
scholarships awarded to first and
: second place winners and Miss
on your shoes, cap, or jacket to Congeniality. Please enclose a
reﬂef:t the headlights of cars picture of your Queen candidate.
coming toward you. You should = The convention kicks off Friday
also wear bright colors or ywith a golf tournament at the
reflective clothing if you are pajhart Country Club, tee time,
walking near traffic when it is ;.00 PM. A BBQ dinner is
raining, snowing, or foggy. Carry scheduled at the Rita Blanca
a flashlight when walking in the Coliseum and golf awards will be
dark. If you are pushing a stroller, presented at that time.
make certain that the stroller is = Saturday's breakfast will feature
properly marked with reflective jntroduction of the Queens and a
tape or reflective light. scholarship  auction.  After
Reflective Safety Vest. The preakfast is the District business
Stratford EMS has reflective meeting and training seminars.
safety vest for all interested | jon Steve Wiegand will host the
persons regardless of age. The yice Governor's luncheon which
vests are $8.00 each. To secure js followed by a Necrology
one, call the EMS office at 396- Seryice. Dalhart's LaRita Theatre
2844. is the site for the much
Here's to your safety as you anticipated Queens contest at
Walk Across Texas!! 3:00 p.m. which is open to the
fd“_ca_"o”"l programs of the Texas puplic. The convention will
griLife Extension Service are open Conehide Wit ihd Goveriors
to all citizens without regard to race, b d ; Distri
color, sex, disability, religion, age or ARGUEL NG TECCPROR, PIiicE
national origin. Governor Bob Langhorme has
issued the call to 51 Lions Clubs
_to attend the convention and is

Mem deen Helps Out

Local Modern Woodmen of America recently put their hands to
work helping out one of Stratford's favorite neighbors. On
March 31, 2008, members of the Stratford Modern Woodmen
Camp worked together to clean up E.R. Bell's yard.

The project was part of the organization's Good Neighbor
Program, a nationwide program that gives Modern Woodmen
camps across the country money for hands-on repair and
community beautification projects. Nearly 500 such projects
benefit communities in the United States.

At E.R.'s home, the camp raked out countless bags of leaves from
under all the bushes. They also cleaned out a pond that was full

By David Graf

Wheat producers need to be
aware there have been some
reports recently of wheat disease
in the Texas Panhandle, said
David Graf, Texas AgriLife
Extension Service agriculture and
natural resources agent for
Sherman County.

Three viruses have been
isolated in testing at the Great
Plains  Diagnostic ~Lab in
Amarillo, including wheat streak
mosaic, high plains virus and the
newly discovered triticum mosaic
virus, Graf said.

Symptoms include mottled and
or streaked leaves and may
appear to be the result of drought,
he said. Laboratory testing is the
only method of detection.

Severely infected plants can
desiccate and die. While there is
no remedy for virus infection,
producers may want to consider
grazing a severely affected field,
Graf said.

Fields adjacent to Conservation
Reserve Program grass are more
likely to be infected, he said. The
wheat curl mite is the sole vector
for each of these three diseases.
Breaking this mite's cycle by
eliminating the "green bridge" of
live plants between wheat crops
will help prevent its recurrence.

"Certainly producers need to be
aware of its presence, so it can be
managed," states Graf.'

Dr. Charlie Rush, Texas
Agrilife Research plant
pathologist in Amarillo, is

currently conducting a wheat
disease survey to compliment
previous years of data.

Percentage of infected fields
that have been tested in previous
years have ranged from 25 to 60
percent.

Graf said anyone suspecting a
disease problem should contact
the Extension office for assistance
in submitting samples. The office
can be called at 366-2081.

Educational programs of the
Texas AgriLIFE Extension Service
are open to all citizens without
regard to race, color, sex, disability,
religion, age or national origin. The
Texas A&M University System, U.S.
Department of Agriculture and the
County Commissioners Courts of
Texas. :
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of leaves. We all had a wonderful time, especially the kids!! E.R. Daring ideas are like chessmen

came out to enjoy the 30-member crew. Afterwards, the cam
treated all the workers to pizza, drinks and desserts.

"Modern Woodmen strives to give families opportunities to
volunteer and enhance their communities,”” says Laurie
Spurlock, local Modern Woodmen camp secretary. "Our Good
Neighbors Program does both.” Pictured are Russell Spurlock
and Clint Seward working hard.

p moved forward. They may be
beaten, but they may start a
winning game.

—dJohann Wolfgang von
Goethe
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http://www.northridqe8.com
http://www.duncanchevrolet.com







