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Federal ATF Agents Arrest Donnie Eaton In
Roby, Four Charges Leveled, Including Drugs

p.m. by Federal ATF Agént Kelton
Thornton of Lubbock.

Eaton was in a pick-up. Agent
Thornton had a federal warrant in his

Donnie Eaton, age 54, a former
Rotan resident, currently living in
Knox City, was arrested in Roby last
Friday night at approximately 5:30

NOTE RECEIVED: Ronnie Teichelman, former vo. ag.
teacher at Rotan, is now serving as the Superintendent of Panhandle
Schools. Had a nice note from him with the write-up and photo of his
son Ryan and the girl he will be marrying.

CONTROLLED BURNS: Enough can’t be said about this
item. Farmers and ranchers who will be conducting controlled burns
are strongly encouraged to call the Fisher County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and make the dispatcher aware of the location, time and date of
the burn. People seeing pastures on fire tend to report the fire and if
the dispatcher is unaware that the fire is a controlled burn, will
dispatche the fire department.

One call will save a lot of man hours and money.

. OUT ON A LIMB: Janeece and I went to Abilene last
Sunday afternoon to take in amovie. We had seen two good ones in
a row over the holidays, Father Of The Bride, Part 2; The American
President. They were excellent. We also took in Grumpier Old Men
a few weeks ago. '

The movie of the year, in my opinion, and a must for every
educator is “Mr. Holland’s, Opus” starring Richard Dryfus. It is
extraordinary. Movie is about 2 hours and 15 minutes long, but great.
If Dryfus doesn’t get an academy award for his performance some-
thing is wrong - same thing with the picture getting an Academy
Award. I went to this one because it was Janeece’s turn to pick. I
would not have picked Mr. Holland’s Opus. If you touch the lives of
children in the classroom, if you are thinking of becoming a teacher,
if your child isateacheritis a ‘must’ to see. If you are amusic teacher,
this one only comes along once in a lifetime.

BASEBALL FACT: I was visiting by phone with a sports
memorabilia collector in California last week about an ad in the South
Central Minor Leaguer, a new publication scheduled to debut out of
Rotan in late March. This paper will promote 20-minor league teams
in nine south central states. He noticed we were located on Sammy
Baugh Avenue from our letterhead. He related that he just completed
the sale of a 1938 team autographed St. Louis Cardinals baseball, and
one of those signing was Sam Baugh. Sam was given a contractto play
for the Cardinals, by Rogers Hornsby, and he reported to Spring
Training in 1938. He reported to camp injured - an injured sternum
during his final game of his first season with the Redskins. The injury
prevented him from *’showing his stuff’, but he apparently did sign
the ball with the other members of the Cardinals at Spring Training
that year. Baugh didn’t make the major league Cardinals that season
but did play minor league ball for a half-season each at Columbus,
Ohio and Syracuse, New York - a fact few know about. The teams to
be covered by the South Central Minor Leaguer are - from the Texas
- Louisiana League - Abilene Prairie Dogs, Amarillo Dillas, Lubbock
Crickets, Tyler WildCatters, Alexandria Aces, Corpus Christi Barra-
cudas, Mobile BaySharks and Rio Grande Valley White Wings. From
the Texas League - El Paso Diablos, Midland Angels, San Antonio
Missions, Arkansas Travelers, Jackson Generals, Wichita Wranglers,
Shreveport Captains and Tulsa Drillers. In addition we pick up two
teams from the Pacific Coast League - Albuquerque Dukes and
Colorado Springs Sky Sox and two from the American Association -
New Orleans Zephyrs and Oklahoma City 89ers. The nine south
central states include - Texas, Louisiana, Colorado, Oklahoma, Ala-
bama, Mississippi, Arkansas, Kansas and New Mexico. The first
edition, Vol. 1, #1, will be printed in late March for distribution to
21,000 baseball fans this Spring. :

MANAGER: Scott McKinney, son of Francene and Murl
McKinney of Rotan, is the manager of West Texas Equipment
Company, Caterpillar dealers, in Abilene.

NEWS CONFERENCE: Former Sweetwater Mayor Rick
Rhodes is a candidate for the position of Texas Senator. Rick is
running for the seat currently being held by Bill Sims. Sims has
announced his retirement as head of the 24th Senatorial District.

FINALLY: OI’ Whistle Britches from his Shinnery Ridge
Ranch at Rough Creek is still trying to figure out two new words he
read aboutinthe Rough Creek Reporter. Spendicitis and Costrophobia.
Spendicitis is an occupational disease striking politicians and
costrophobia is an ailment striking taxpayers - it is the fear of rising
prices.

Exaggeration - Our own faults are not minimized by magni-
fying the faults of others.

Liars - A liar is one who forgets to keep a partition between
his imagination and the true facts.

- Schools - A young man from Rough Creek decided to play
hookey from a correspondence school. He mailed inemptyenvelopes.

Finally, Finally - Not all news that is fit to print is fit to read.

possession for Eaton's arrest.
United States Attorney Bill Mateja
of Lubbock said that Eaton was
charged with (1.) Conspiracy to pos-
sess with intent to distribute meth-
amphetamines; (2.) Conspiracy to
obstruct justice and tamper with wit-
nesses; (3.) Obstruction of justice
and (4.) Tampering with witnesses.

Eaton was arrested, transported to
Lubbock County Jail where he re-
mained until last Monday afternoon.

He was scheduled to go before a
District Judge, in the absence of Fed-
eral Judge Warnacker, for arraign-
ment.

Eaton's son Dale Wayne Eaton, is
in custody of federal officials in Lub-

RECYCLE MATERIAL TRAILER: The City of Rotan has a new
ecycle material trailer as a result of a grant from the Texas Natural
Resources Conservation Commission, through the West Central Texas
Council of Governments. The trailer is valued at $8,945. Rotan City
officials are looking for a place to sell the collected plastic, paper and |

bock, charged with various drug and
arson charges in connection with the
October 17th fire in Rotan that de-
stroyed three businesses and resulted
in the death of Louis Eaton.

Make McMurry‘

Honor Roll

McMurry University has an-
nounced its Dean's Honor Roll re-
cipients for the 1995 fall semester.
To be selected for the Dean's Honor
Roll, a student must take between six
and eleven credit hours and have a
3.5 or better G.P.A.

Students from the county are:
Bonnie Chris Waldon of Roby- Se-
nior- Business- Undecided; and

Monica Frances Carrillo of Rotan-
Sophomore- Undecided and Matthew
Douglas Mercer of Rotan-
sopohomore- Communication.

Sheriff Issues

Warrant For
Marker Vandal

Fisher County Sheriff Gene Pack
indicated last Monday moming that
he has issued a warrant for one per-
son involved in the recent vandalism
to grave markers at the McCaulley
Cemetery.

Sheriff Pack
Investigates

House Burglary

Fisher County Sheriff Gene Pack
indicated last Monday moming thata
person or persons unknown burglar-
ized a house belonging to Nancy
Matley of Fort Worth last week.

The home, located in the South
part of Fisher County on F.M. 419
was in the process of being remod-
eled. .

Several tools, personal property -
including a new microwave, snap-on
tools, guitar, banjo, tires, paint were
stolen.

Theincident was reported by Oleta
Wentworth, a relative of the people
remodeling the home.

Sheriff Pack is inverstigating the
incident. Anyone with information
concerning the theft can contact Sher-
iff Gene Pack at the Fisher COunty
Sheriff's Department.

Fisher County
Grand Jury

®
Indicts Ramon

The Fisher County Grand Jury,
met last Thursday, January 18thand
returned one indictment.

The grand jury returned an indict-
ment against Joe Ramon, age 58, of
Rotan for three-counts of indecency
with a child.

He was arrested last Monday and
was released on a $4,500 bond.

16 Year Old Is
Arrested For
Vehicle Theft

The 16-year old Rotan resident,
who allegedly took the vehicle be-
longing to Harvey Strickland, was
arrested in Sweetwater on Wednes-
day,January 17th,according to Fisher
County Sheriff Gene Pack.

He was charged with unautho-
rized use of amotor vehicleand felony
theft.

He was turned over to juvenile
authorities.

Rotan Economic Development
Trying To Get Brazos Building

The members of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Rotan Economic De-
velopment Corporation met earlier
this month and approved a proposal
to try an purchase the old Brazos
Trucking building, south of Rotan.

Thosepresent for the meeting were
Larry Landes, Greg Pruitt, Ella Rae
Helms and Jim Gruben. Absent was
Larry Markham. Also present was

Myla Black and Harold Sanders.
The board members discussed the
Texas Boll Weevil Eradication Pro-
gram and the board worked on a
proposal to establish a zone office in
Rotan. Board members discussed
the purchase of the Brazos Transport
Building. Board members asked
Myla Black to submit an offer for the
building and three acres to the build-

ing owners. The price was to include
the payment of current taxes, back
taxes and penalties and interest.
Board members authorized Greg
Pruitt to negotiate the purchase of the
building and land.

In other action, the board talked to
attempting to secure lease rights on
50-70 acres of land near the City of
Rotan.

Greg Pruitt, in listing the potential
economic impact of the zone office
in Rotan, indicated that there is a
potential that the office would em-
ploy 50 seasonal and 10 - 12 full time
employees beginning in the Spring
of 1997. He was comfortable in
pegging the potential payroll impact
on the area at near $400,000 a year.

McClain's In Emu Bird Ranching

by Ruby Wild

Every crossword puzzle "freak"
oran avid jeopardy fan (I am both) is
familiar with the word "Emu". How-
ever, this week I have learned that an
Emu is much more than just a three
letter word in a crossword puzzle.

Larry McClain and his son Steve
are proud partners in an extensive
Emu farm, and deservedly so! Their
pride is evidenced in the careful plan-
ning and the arrangement of the pens
and grounds for their Emus, and by
the growth in numbers of their Emus,
and by the growth in numbers of their
birds in a very short period of time.

Atpresent, they have two hundred
Emus including thirty-five pairs of
breeders. Chicks are hatching con-
stantly. Their large incubator holds
six hundred eggs, and they have three
hundred eggs hatching. It takes fifty
to sixty days to hatch. Laying season
for hens is from October to April. On
the average each hen lays an egg
every three days, approximately thirty
eggs during the laying season. The
eggs are laid at night, and must be
gathered each night to avoid risk of
freezing. The eggs are ten inches in
diameter, and they are a dark avo-
cado green color with a thick shell.
Larry said that when the chicks are
ready to come out of the shell, by
holding them against your ear you
can them chirp. Sometimes it is
necessary to crack the shell a little to
help the bird.

There were five chicks in the
brooder, where they remain for a

week after hatching before they are
placed on the grounds with the other
birds. The chicks are adorable (about
the size of a small poultry fryer) with
white stripes mixed with the greyish
brown feathers. It takes one year
from hatch to slaughter.

For a period of time Larry and
Steve also had ostriches. Ostriches
have a mean disposition and the ma-
ture adult weighs three hundred
pounds. They can be dangerous.
Eventually, they sold the last ostrich
and now devote their full time and
energy to Emus.

The mature adult Emu weighs one
hundred pounds, and is more tame
and gentle than the ostrich. When an
Emu is slaughtered there is no waste.
Every part is marketable. Larry said

that the meat isred with a beef flavor.
It is lower in cholesterol and fat than
poultry and much less than beef. In
this cholesterol and fat conscious
society, thatin itself should be a plus.
The skin is used for leather accesso-
ries and footwear. Feathers are used
for specialty women's accessories and
decorator pillows. There isalayerof
fat between the skin and the meat,
from which oil is extracted (five li-
ters per bird). The oil is tested and
processed for medicinal and cosmetic
purposes. It is hyper-allergenic and
absorbs immediately. Even the feet
are in demand in some Asian coun-
tries.

Kroger Food Chain in the Dallas
area has contracted to buy two thou-
sand pounds of Emu meateach week,

beginning April 1, 1996. The meat
will be prime cut and it will be pack-
aged by the meat markets.

In December 1994 a United Emu
Co-Op was formed for the purpose of
promoting the sale of Emu by-prod-
ucts and to stimulate growth in bird
ranching. It will provide contracts
with major corporations for by-prod-
ucts sales. The Co-Op willbe aboom
to the Emu industry.

While Larry and I were at the
farm, Steve was busy putting out
commercial Emu food for the birds.
Sure, there is work involved! But

Larry said that it is something the
whole family enjoys.

I wouldn't say that the Emu is an
especially pretty bird, but it was noth-
ing less than spectacular to watch
two hundred healthy contented Emus
strutting around on the immaculately
kept grounds provided by Larry and
Steve.

Larry, Marvis and Steve; thank
you for sharing some of your knowl-
edge of Emus. We wish you much
continued success and prosperity in a
work that you enjoy and take pride in.






























