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Results .of weekly
Herald online poll

The majority of par-
ticipants answered
“yes” to the question
“Do you believe com-
bining the city and
county law enforce-
ment office buildings
is a good idea?” on the
Big Spring Herald’s
online poll.

Among 47 responses,
25 were “yes,” 13 were
“no” and 9 were “don’t
care.”

This week’s poll
refers-to a bill Texas
legislators will be con-
sidering. The poll
states: Should it be
against the law for the
driver of a vehicle to
use a hand-held cell
phone in that vehicle
while it is moving,
except for emergency
purposes?

You need not be a
subscriber to the

* | Herot“W¥trstrerat 4

bigspringherald.com in
order to participate in
the poll.

COMING
THIS WEEKEND

\mericanrofile

Cover Story: Martin
Luther King III is car-
rying on the tradition
of his father, civil
rights leader Martin
Luther King Jr. He
discusses his work at
the King Center and
his drive to complete
his father’s dream.
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Find us online at:
www.bigspringherald.com

To reach us, please call
263-7331. Office hours
are 8 am. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
If you miss your paper,
please call 263-7335
before 7 p.m. weekdays
and from 8 a.m. to noon
Sunday.

Yates’ conviction thrown out -

Judge says false testimony from forensic psychiatrist tainted jury

By MICHAEL GRACZYK
Associated Press Writer

HOUSTON — The Houston
mother who drowned her five
children in the family bathtub is
not likely to see freedom soon, if
ever, despite a court ruling that
throws out her murder convic-
tions and life prison term, attor-
neys for Andrea Yates say.

If the verdict reversal
Thursday by a Texas appeals

court stands, Yates, 40, could be
moved to a private mental health
center at some point that “would
permit some freedom outside
four walls and razor wire,”
lawyer George Parnham said.
“We are not going to seek her
immediate release from where
she is,” he added, saying Yates is
receiving proper treatment and
is being kept secure at the
Skyview Unit of the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice

in East Texas, about 140 miles
north of Houston. “A verdict of
this magnitude does not mean

that Andrea goes free.”

It was at Skyview, in the war-
den’s office Thursday morning,
that Yates was told the Texas
First Court of Appeals deter-
from
forensic psychiatrist Park Dietz
-led to her improper conviction of

mined false testimony

See YATES, Page 3A

Scurry, offers primary health care.

CLINIC OPEN HOUSE

HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins

Mari Torres, an LVN with the Dia De Reyes Clinic, right, explains some of the services .offered at the
newly opened business to Tito Arencibia and Sherry Wegner. The clinic, which is located at 1800

Torture, abuse won't be tolerated,
Attorney General nominee promises

By JESSE J. HOLLAND
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Attorney
General-nominee Alberto
Gonzales. under scorching crit-
icism from senators, con-
demned torture as an interro-
gation tactic Thursday and
promised to prosecute abusers

“When you start Iookfingﬂaftr torture statutes

' and you look at ways around the spirit of

 the law, you're losing the moral high ground.
... | do believe that we’ve lost our way.”

f —Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., during confirmation hearing |

of terror suspects. He also dis-
closed the White House was
looking at trying to change the
Geneva Conventions that pro-
tect prisoner rights.

Pressed at his confirmation
hearing by senators from both
parties, the White House coun-
sel defended his advice to
President Bush that the
treaty's protections did not
extend to al-Qaida and other
suspected terrorists.

“Torture and abuse will not

for Attorney General nominee Alberto Gonzales |

bers of the Senate Judiciary
Committee. “I will ensure the
Department of Justice aggres-
sively pursues those responsi-
ble for such abhorrent
actions.”

Gonzales said that as attor-
ney general, he would abide by
the 1949 Geneva treaty. But he
also said the White House was
looking at the possibility of
seeking revisions to the con-

the principles, the basic treat-
ment of human beings, should
be revisited,” Gonzales said.
“But there has been some very
preliminary discussion: Is this
something that we ought to
look at?”

He said the discussions have
not gone far. “It's not been a
systematic project or effort to
look at . this question,”
Gonzales said. “But some peo-

be tolerated by this adminis-
tration,” Gonzales told mem-

ventions.
"Now I’'m not suggesting that

See NOMINEE, Page 3A
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Delayed
justice

delivered

Man pleads guilty in 1986
death of Big Spring native

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

It took almost 19 years, but.Christie
Proctor’s killer was finally brought to
justice.

David Elliott Penton, an inmate at an
Ohio prison, pleaded guilty Thursday
in McKinney to capital murder in the
death of Big

Spring native  “Pm satisfied that
Proctor an ,
two other | he’s off the streets
small hil-
dren who dis. | for good ... As far
appeared i
8 oo the | as my daughter IS'
greater Dallas | concerned, that will
area in the | 58
mid-1980s. ; never go away.

As part of a |
plea bargain | —Laura Proctor,
with  Collin | mother of murder victim

County prose- '
cutors, Penton will serve three concur-
rent life sentences for the Texas mur-
ders. .

Penton, who is serving a life sen-
tence in Ohio.for the murder of a 9-
vear-old Columbus girl in 1988, must
serve the remainder of his Ohio sen-
tence before he begins serving time for
his Texas crimes. According to
Christie’s mother, Laura, Penton will
not be eligible for parole from Ohio
until 2027, meaning that he will likely
die in prison.

Laura Proctor expressed satisfaction
that Penton has finally answered for
his crime.

“I'm very pleased that this matter is
over, once and for all,” she said. “We
heard out of his mouth, unequivocally,
that he was guilty of Christie’s mur-
der. He will spend the rest of his life in
prison, and he won’'t hurt anybody
else.

“Going through a jury trial would
have been long ... and very difficult,”
she added. “I'm satisfied that he’s off
the streets for good ... As far as my
daughter is concerned, that will never
go away. There will always be that
void.”

Locally, Christie’s aunt also
expressed satisfaction with the sen-
tence.

“I'm glad it’'s over,” KBST newscast-
er Lisa Brooks said. “I do feel some

See PLEADS, Page 3A

TWC: Seminar could save employers thousands of dollars

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Area employers can get a jump
on the tax season and possibly
save thousands of dollars this
year as the Texas Workforce
Network presents a seminar
Friday, Jan. 14, concerning the
Work Opportunity Tax Credit.

Vincent Sassi, a representative
with TWC’s Austin office and an
expert on the Work Opportunity
Tax Credit, will hold the ques-
tion and answer session at the
Big Spring Workforce Network
office located at 310 Owens.

“Vincent is a very good speak-

~

' What: Work Opportunity Tax
Credit seminar.

Where: Big Spring Workforce
Network, 310 Owens. ‘

. When: 9 a.m. Friday, Jan. 14. |

er and is the sort of guy that can
make things like this tax credit
easier to understand,” said Mary
Gregg, assistant area manager
for the local TWC office. “The

session will get started at 9 a.m.

and is expected to last about an
hour with a question and answer
session to follow.”

Gregg said area employers who
aren't familiar with the tax cred-
it, which is a part of the ongoing
federal welfare reform effort,
may be missing out on some

major tax breaks.

“Employers are.always looking
for ways to cut their taxes, and
this credit can be a really good
way,” said Gregg. “You can take
tax credits for the people you
hire if they fall into a certain cat-
egory — veterans, people receiv-

amount of money.

“The tax credit was developed
as part of the welfare reform
effort, and is designed to help get
people off of programs such as
food stamps and others. In the
end, they can really rake in the
credits, especially if they have
hired several qualifying employ-
ees. There's no limit to how
many employees you can claim.”

ing food stamps and others — at

the end of the tax year. One cred-
it for hiring a veteran, for
instance, can be as much as
$2,300. So it's a substantial

Contact Staff Writer Thomas
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext.” 232 or by
e-mail at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

-
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Obituaries
J.W. Thompson

J.W. Thompson, 67, of Killeen, formerly of Big
Spring, died Jan. 5, 2005, at his residence. Services are
2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 8, 2005, at the Heritage Funeral
Home in Harker Heights with Tommy Odell, Tunis
Schuurman and Mike Daily officiating. Burial follows
_ in Pleasant Hill Cemetery.

He was born Aug. 20, 1936, in Trent and was raised
" and educated in Big Spring, He worked as an electri-
cian for 30 years and was a pastor for 40 years.

He was preceded in death by his parents, J. M. and

" Beulah Thompson and his father-in-law, John B.
- Randolph.
" He is survived by his wife, Hazel Thompson of
- Killeen; son, Richard Thompson of Killeen; daughters,
Sharae and husband, Reb Thompson-Weedon III of
Harker Heights and Christie Thompson of Houston;
brother, Luke and his wife, Pat Thompson of Roswell,
N.M.; and sister, Juel Deen and husband, Irland
. McCormick of San Angelo.

The family will receive visitors today from 6 p.m.
until 8 p.m. at the funeral home.

Arrangements are under the direction of Heritage
Funeral Home.

Kasen Zane Lee

Kasen Zane Lee, infant son of Pfc. David and
Michelle Lee, of Big Spring died Wednesday, Jan. 5,
2005, in a local hospital. His services are pending with
Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of
Big Spring. »

Irma Vines

Irma Vines, 82, of Belton, formerly of Big Spring,
~ died Thursday evening, Jan. 6, 2005, at Scott and
White Hospital in Temple. Services are pending at

"~ Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

QO BIG SPRING HIGH SCHOOL SPEECH AND
" DEBATE TEAM has its fourth annual tournament
*  today and Saturday in the high school and judges are
needed. These events include current events and dra-
matic and humorous acting events. To volunteer con-
tact Clint Adams at 264-3641.

Q AN ACOUNT HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED FOR
THE FAMILY OF CHRIS RIVERA, 26, A FORMER
COSDEN FEDERAL CREDIT UNION MEMBER,
who died Dec. 28, 2004. The fund is to assist his wife,
Natasha Rivera and his four children, all younger than
6, with funeral expenses. The account no. is 760221. To
donate contact the credit union at 264-2600.

- O REGION 18 SERVICE CENTER has video and
audio-visual material used in the schools available for
viewing Jan. 27. The session is 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. at
the center, which is located at 2811 LaForce Blvd.,
Midland International Airport. Persons wishing to
request preview of the films may call Pam Winn,
media supervisor of the education service center, at
telephone number 432-567-3260. :

QO CHRIST’'S COMMUNITY CHURCH is looking for
infant car seats to be given to needy families. Call
Karen at 263-3517 or the church at 263-5683.

Q A BENEFIT FUND HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED
at Cosden Federal Credit Union for Jeremiah Best, to
help with the cost of his cancer treatment.
Contributions and prayers are appreciated.

Q AN ACCOUNT TO BENEFIT TRISTIN
RANGEL, son of Ione and Tim Rangel, has been set up
at the Big Spring Government Employees Federal
Credit Union, 2204 Gregg St., account No. 529903, to
help with medical expenses. He has been diagnosed
with acute lymphocytic leukemia and is in a Lubbock
hospital.

O BUFFALO COUNTRY FINA is giving away an
autographed photograph of Michael Jordan, along
with two other Jordan magazine covers, to help with
medical costs of 12-year-old Sage Gibson, son of Big
Spring Junior High School assistant principal Tommy
Gibson, who has been diagnosed with a tumor. For an
update on Gibson’s condition visit
www.carepages.com/ServeCarePage?cpn=Sagepage&u
niq=923947. For more information about the Buffalo
Fina fund-raiser call 267-5050.

d THE FAMILY OF MICHAEL STEADHAM is in
need of help to pay for his funeral expenses. Friends of
the family say he had no insurance and died sudden-
ly. An account has been established at the Cosden
Federal Credit Union for those wishing to help the
family. For more information, call 264-0838 or 264-2600.

O THE BIG SPRING WEST TEXAS GIRL SCOUTS
COUNCIL SENIOR TROOP 266 is collecting stuffed
animals for Scenic Mountain Medical Center’s emer-
gency room. A collection box for the stuffed toys will
be at Seams-So-Nice in the Big Spring Mall. Or call
Laurie Peterson at 432-267-9773.

a AN dRIGINAL SUE BAGWELL PAINTING will
be given away in April at the Heritage Museum.
Contact the museum at 267-8288 for more details.

. 3J FORSAN SCHOOL BAND WILL PERFORM IN
" WASHINGTON D.C. JULY 4, 2005, by special invi-
‘. tation, representing Texas. Funds are needed to cover
the $145,000 cost of the trip. Donations are being
accepted at the First Bank of West Texas, account
name Forsan Band Trip. Contact Forsan
Superintendent Randy Johnson or band directors Jim
Rhodcs and Jeremy Higgenbotham at 457-2223.

O A SAVINGS ACCOUNT TO BENEFIT LOVE
FROM HOME has been ‘established at- Citizen's
Federal Credit Union. Love From Home is a local

LOCAL
Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Thursday and 8 a.m.
today: .

* WYLIE BARNELL STOKES, 33, of 2612 Chanute,
was arrested Thursday on three local warrants.

*« GLORIA GARZA, 47, of 4202 Parkway, was arrest-
ed Thursday and held for the HCSO.

* THEFT was reported:

- in the 1700 block of FM 700.

- in the 1200 block of 11th Place.

« POSSESSION/DELIVERY OF DRUG PARA-
PHERNALIA was reported in the 3300 block of
Highway 80. '

* FORGERY was reported in the 2100 block of Gregg
Street.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

« MARIO YANEZ, 24, was transferred to the county
jail Thursday by the BSPD on a charge of driving
while license suspended.

* MAJOR TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near
FM 818 and Mustang Draw.

Lottery

The winning Cash Five numbers drawn Thursday by
the Texas Lottery: 1-6-7-12-24

The winning Texas Two Step numbers drawn
Thursday by the Texas Lottery: 4-10-26-29. Bonus ball
19.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Thursday night
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 4-5-5

note

effort to provide personal items needed by the soldiers
serving in Operation Iraqi Freedom. Contact the cred-
it union at 267-6373 to contribute funds to offset the
cost of postage for the packi. cs mailed to the soldiers.

O MANNA RELIEF, a non-profit ministry that pro-
vides glyconutritional supplements to critically ill
children, is accepting donations for the program. Call
Gene or Robbie Froman at 263-0385.

Q THE MOBILE MEALS PROGRAM, which deliv-
ers to the elderly-and homebound, needs volunteers to
deliver meals. If you can spare one hour per week to
deliver eight or 10 meals, you are needed. About 85 to

90 meals are prepared;, packaged and delivered to. .
'| 606 E. Third.

recipients within the city limits of Big Spring..1f you
can volunteer, please call 263-4016 before 3 p.m. '

Q ROAD TO RECOVERY DRIVERS WANTED.
Volunteer drivers are needed to transport cancer
patients to and from treatments. If you can spare a few
hours each month, please consider volunteering to
drive somebody along the Road to Recovery. For more
information about volunteering or if you are a cancer
patient in need of the service, call La Wanda Hamm,
263-78217.

Q BIG SPRING AND SURROUNDING counties are
in critical need of foster families. Foster parents are
the caretakers for the children in the community who

-have been abused or neglected. For more information

on becoming foster parents or.-adoptive families, call
the Children’s Protective Services office at 263-9669.

Q SPRING TABERNACLE CHURCH, 1209 Wright,
has free food for the area needy. Distribution is sched-
uled from 10 a.m. to noon every Thursday.

Q POTTON HOUSE, 200 Gregg, a restored historic
home, is open from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday. An admission fee, which includes
entry into Heritage Museum, is $2 for adults and $1 for
children and senior citizens.

Q HERITAGE MUSEUM, 510 Scurry, is open from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and from 10
a.m. until 5 p.m. Saturday. An admission fee, which
includes entry into the Potton House, is $2 for adults
and $1 for children. ;

Q HANGAR 25 AIR MUSEUM is open from 9 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday, from 10 a.m. until 2
p.m. Saturday and from 1:30 p.m. until 4 p.m. Sunday.

Weather

Tonight - Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s.
Southwest winds near 10 mph.

Saturday - Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s.
Southwest winds 10 to 15 mph.

Saturday night - Partly cloudy. Lows near 40.
Southwest winds 10 to 20 mph.

Sunday - Partly cloudy. Highs near 70.

Sunday night - Mostly cloudy. Lows near 40.
Monday - Mostly cloudy. Highs near 70.
Monday night - Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 40s..
Tuesday - Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s.
Tuesday night - Partly cloudy with a 20 percent
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| Community Room in the basement. Call 270-2615 for_

Bulletin board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the
Herald news room at 263-7331 or emall
editor@bigspringherald.com

TODAY

« AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.

« Greater Big Spring Rotary meets at noon in the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

« Spring City Senior Citizen’s country and western
dance from 7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. All area seniorsk
are invited.

SATURDAY A
« Eagle’s Lodge Chili Cook-off to benefit West Texas

Centers for Mental Health and Mental Retardation
begins at 8 a.m. Tasting begins at 1 p.m. in the lodge,
703 W. Third. Call 263-0007, ext. 247 for more infor-
mation.
« Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.
« Big Spring Squares. Call 263-6305 for more infor-

mation.

MONDAY

« Keep Big Spring Beautiful meets at noon in the La
Posada Restaurant.

« Senior Circle meets at 4 p.m. at Scenic Mountain
Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair Aerobics.
Those 50 years and older are invited to attend. Call
268-4721.

» Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at
5 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center, 306
W. Third for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758.

« Big Spring Band Boosters meet at 5:30 p.m. in the
Big Spring High School band hall.

« Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. TX 1756
meets at 5:30 p.m. Monday in the 11th and Birdwell
Lane Church of Christ. A different program is
offered every week, and anyone 7 years old or older
is welcome to attend. Please enter through the north-
west door. Call 263-2786 for more information.

* Coahoma Lions Club meets at 6 p.m. in the
Coahoma Community Center at 306 North Ave.

» Evening Lions Club meets at 6:30 p.m. in the La
Posada Restaurant. )

« Archeology Society for Howard and Borden coun-
ties meets at 7 p.m. in the Howard County Library

more information.
» Concerned Citizens Council meets at 7 p.m. at 500
S. Main St., in the Dorothy Lamb Meeting Room of

the Howard County Library. The public is welcome.

* Big Spring Commandery No. 31 meets at 7:30 p.m.
at the Masonic Temple at 221 1/2 Main St. Dinner
begins at.6:30 p.m.

» Big Spring Assembly No. 211 Social Order of
Beauceant meets at 7:30 p.m. in the Masonic Temple
at 221 1/2 Main St. Dinner begins at 6:30 p.m.

. » Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at

Suppéft”groups

SATURDAY

Q Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting,
615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers
meeting 615 Settles 8-9 p.m. Open birthday night, no
smoking meeting the last Saturday of each month at 8
p.m.

SUNDAY
Q Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to noon
at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5-6 p.m.

TUESDAY

Q The Multiple Sclerosis Support Group meets at 6
p.m., a new time, the last Tuesday of each month in
the College Baptist Church Fellowship Hall, 1005

Birdwell Lane. Call Tracey at 263-4948 for more infor-
mation.

THURSDAY
Q Narcotics Anonymous, non-smoking discussion

meeting, 8- 9 p.m., at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church,
1001 Goliad.

Q Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.;

women’s meeting; 6:30-7:30 p.m. Non-smoking closed
discussion meeting, 8-9 p.m.

Q The Fibromyalgia Autoimmune Disease Support
Group will meet the fourth Thursday of the month at
noon in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center begin-
ning in January. Call 263-8273 for more information.

S| Alzheimers Support Group meets at 2 p.m. on the
third Thursday of each month at The Texas State

Veterans Home, 1809 N. Hwy 87. For more information
call Orand Carroll 268-8387.
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801 W. Marcy ¢ 432-267-6500 _
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Pool, Private Patios, Covered Parking o
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