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Caligula or Califano. . .

The Roman emperor Caligula lopped off his
mom's head when he got tired of her. He had a
favorite quip he used to make when he would kiss
one of his coricubines on the neck. According to
Plutarch, he would whisper somiething to the
effect of “Just remember, my dear. I could take
this head off at any time."”
< Of course, Caligula doesn't get .much press
today. He was assassinated by the way

But the power of HEW secretary Joseph A
Califano reminds us of the grasping hunger for
power that Caligula had. We checked the papers
over the past few months, and who do you think
made the most decisions at the federal level that
caused action all the way to Tucumari? The
President? Wrong. Mr. Carter has proposed
much and so far achieved little

Mr. Califano is another apple. When he sicced
the mighty forces of HEW on the state of North
Carolina, they went unmuzzled, rasping for the
$85 million federal bone

When Califano said the funds would be cut, that
was it; they were held in abeyance pending his
benevolence. But on the same day he was
condescendingly agreeing to a 'goal’" and not a
“*quota’’ for the UNC system — a page one story
— he was also telling the press that HEW, under
Medicaid, had already paid part of the expenses
for at least two sex - change operations. He has
directed his lieutenants to study whether the
federal government should use your tax dollars to
pay for transsexual surgery — making girls out of

 $24,750

Each car in San Francisco's expensive new
taxpayer-subsidized rapid-transit system must
have a door - opener - and - closer. Each doorman
will be paid $20,250 a year, plus $4,500 in fringe
benefits

San Francisco's rapid transit administration

Besides meddling in the affairs of the state
university system, eyeballing money for sex
change operations, Califano also wants to put an
end to cigarette advertising. For our own good, of
course 6.

So he makes a statement like this: All you
have to do is look at the handsome Marlboro man.
You'll see that it's targeted at children. "’ Califano
wants to spend $36 million to get people not to
smoke, using good ole government prépaganda.

The leaders of the Tobacco Institute are miffed
at Califano's high - handed actions. Said one
director: “'He is talking through his hat.”

That seems an apt description

We ought to get Mr. califano a hat with a plume,

and perhaps a seraph with a gilt knob. It would be
a fitting suit for someone who wields power like a
dictator

It is an irony that Califano, who works for the
president, has gotten more press and made more
fast - sticking decisions by far than the chief
executive of the country

We have a vision of President Jim sitting at his
desk in the Oval Office, chin on elbows, asking
Califano as he sits down smoothing his robes:
**Just how do you do it, Joey? I wish I could push
Congress around like you do the people and the
states. It's just not fair ... After all, I am the
president.

*Which reminds me, Mr. President,”” responds
Joe, “I've been meaning to talk to you about all
the ashtrays you keep around here..."” .

doormen

has ordered the company building the cars to
leave out electrical controls that would allow the

operator in the front car to control all of the
train's doors

You figure it out.

Urban strategy?

By BERNARD SIEGAN

The Carter administration, with the usual
fanfare attendant to such happenings, has
unveiled its new urban strategy, designed to
relieve the ills of the city. I have not read the
proposal, and possibly the administration may
have discovered some way of rejuvenating areas
that are past their economic prime. Its track
record suggests that the likelihood ' the

government can produce a workable pragram on .

housing is, indeed, remote .

The urban strategy supports a variety of
benefits for inner city housing. Ten years ago the
government announced with similar exuberance
a program for creating new satellite cities that
waould also alleviate urban ills, and proceeded to
back 13 new town projects with $299 million in
financial guarantees - Seven of these
developments have gone broke and the
government has had to pay off debts amounting to
$149 miilion

The others are apparently managing to keep
afloat. but the experience has led Housing
Secretary Patricia Harris to decide against
backing any more satellite cities. To date this
program has resulted in the construction of about
7,500 housing units, very far from the grandiose
figures projected when the proposal was first
initiated

News reports say Mrs. Harris has decided to
support new towns on inner city sites that were
cleared under previous programs, but great sums
would be involved and the money is not presently
available. The last major endeavor in this
direction was started by President Johnson in
1967, and 1t Tfailed. Johnson wanted to buiid
housing for the poor on surplus, federally owned
land in seven metropolitan areas. Dr. Martha
Derthick of the Brookings Institute wrote a
mgnograph on the subject in 1971 describing the
ill fate that met Johnson's efforts

As of that date no new communities had been
built; three had been cancelled, and only 280 units
of housing had been or were being erected. Yet
the government owned the land. about 950 acres,
and the funds for construction were available
Johnson originally contemplated the construction
of many thousands of units, including 4,000 to
5,000 on a 335 - acre tract in Washington, D.C. Low
income housing is a mixed blessing for the cities,
and local pressurés managed to kill or delay
implementation of the federal program

The most wasteful of all housing policies were
the subsidized programs of the early 1970s, which
accounted for over 800.000 units of housing, and
which will cost a grand total estimated
somewhere between $40 and $80 billion. The
scandals. waste and ineffectiveness of the

programs led to their suspension by the Nixon
administration in early ‘1973. In a suit filed to
compel the govemyment to continue with the
subsidies, the U.S¥ Court of -Appeals for the
District of Columbia upheld in 1974 the
administration's _decision and in its opinion
devastatingly analf\"sed the major components of
the program

The court found that “‘an inordinate number "’ of
the single family units constructed were poorly
built and had deteriorated rapidly. The rate of
default and abandonment in some neighborhoods
had beem extremely high, and the rate of failure
within 10 years for single family programs was
conservatively estimated at 16 percent

Instead of being geared to the lowest income
groups, the subsidies increased with income.
which caused fewer units to be built for those who

supposedly needed it most, an inverse (or

perverse)'correlation with poverty. The difficulty
confronted by those who did purchase the units
was that once the subsidy maximum was reached
the government no longer protected them against
increases in taxes and insurance — and this led to
many defaults.

Multi-family housing constructed under the
program cost 20 percent more to build than
comparable privately financed units. and the
rents were about 10 percent higher — and
probably more if neighborhood quality were
considered. The 10 year default rate was
projected to be 20 percent. making the program's
insurance fund acturily unsound. As of March
1972 still early in the program. the mortgages in
default amounted to 26 percent of the total
amount then outstanding

The court said that the subsidy formula
provided an incentive for sponsors to overbuild
(some projects included swimming pools and
dishwashers). and to overstate costs. And the
government's cost control procedures were
unable to deter this practice

The motivation for many sponsors was tax
shelter benefits available during the early years
of a project's life. A Senate staff concluded that
once the tax benefits had been realized. the
project became a counterproductive investment
The sponsor would seek to sell or return it te the
government. if he could not find a buyer

Unfortunately, much of the money government
spends on subsidized housing does not pay for
actual construction. A study released in 1972
showed that in most of the subsidized housing
developments built in Boston between one - fourth
and one - half of the total federal subsidy went for
federal and local administrative expenses and for
tax benefits to ihvestors

Camels can go for as much as 8 days in summer and 8 weeks in winter Without water.
Then they have been known to imbibe as much as a hundred quarts in 10 minutes.
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The Pampa News

EVER STRIVING FOR TOP O TEXAS
TO BE AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE

Let Peace Begin With Me

This newspaper is dedicated to furnishing information to our readers so that they can
better promote and preserve their own freedom and encourage others to see its blessing.
For only when man understands freedom and is free to control himself and all he possesses

can he develop to his utmost capabilities.

We believe that all men are equally endowed by their Creator, and not by a govern-
ment, with the right to take moral action to preserve their life and property and secure more

freedom and keep it for themselves and others

To discharge this responsibility, free men, to the best of their ability, must understand
and apply to daily living the great moral guide expressed in the Coveting Commandment.

(Address all communications to The Pampa News, 403 W. Atchison, P.O. Drawer 2198,
Pampa, Texas 79085, Letters to the editor should be signed and nomes will be withheld

upon request.

(Permission is hereby granted to reproduce in whole or in part any editorials originated
by The News and appearing in these columns, providing proper credit is given.)
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By TOM WICKER
(c) 1978 N.Y. Times
News Service

NEW YORK — Even the
indictment of three former
Federal Bureau of Investigation
officials and the announcement
that disciplinary action might be
taken against 68 agents doesn't
seem to have made thée
necessary point to the FBI. That
point is that the Bureau's
officials are neither required
nor entitled to order illegal acts,
and its agents are neither
required nor entitled to carry
out such orders.

No one would know that from
the highly revealing responses
of many of those ‘affected by
Attorney General Griffin Bell's

long - awaited crackdown on the
Bureau for having resorted to
numerous break - ins in pursuit
of the fugitive Weathermen
early in the 1970s. Here are some
of the things being said:

— By W. Mark Felt, former
acting associate director of the
FBI and one of those indicted:
“In my own career up against
mobsters, criminals, spies and
the mad bombers of the Weather
Underground, I never
approached a case with criminal
intent and never got any
personal gain.”" Not a word of
that addresses the question
whether Felt broke the law or
ordered it broken.

— By a lawyer for Edward S.
Miller, formerly chief of the

Mr.
Bureau's intelligence séction,
who also was indicted: His client
“would emerge as a man who
acted in the best interest of the
United States." But did he break
thelaw in doing so”

‘— By the president of  the
Society of -Former Special
Agents: “When these (agents
and officials) acted, they were
doing exactly what Attorney
General Kleindienst, the White
House, the Congress and the
American public wanted and
needed to have done at the
time." But Bell specified that he
had found no evidence of higher
responsibility for ordering the
break - ins; public opinion is
irrelevant; and in any case this
is the Nuremberg defense that
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More room at the top

My travels take me to a
somewhere - else campus at
least onced a week. I am
enc red by much of what
today oung people stand for
— and some of the things *
arerelusing to stand for.

But | am ot blind to the
unprecedent {1 intrusion of
druys and reiated depra Ly into
the ranks of what we used to call
**children.”

If there is any “bright side’ to
the numbers I am about to relate
it is this: All those youngsters on
the way down are leaving a lot of
room at the top for the others.

Half of all high school students

now have experimented with

drugs and more than one - third
consider themselves ‘‘regular
users.”

That is one -
million'

And yet for every school-ager
popping pills or on the needle,
others are onthe bottle.

Nearly 8.000 young Americap
die each year in - accidents
involving alcohol, 40,000 are
crippled or disfigured

Dependency on drugs or drink
spawns related crimes to
support those habits. Los
Angeles police guesstimate that
3.000 boys and girls under the
age of 14 are prostitutes

Three thousand in just that
one city'!

More than half of what the
FBI calls “'serious crimes’” —
rape. robbery, murder — are
now committed by boys and
girls between 10and 17.

Last year in our schools there
were 9.000 reported rapes, 12,000
armed robberies and 70,000

third of 37

assaults on teachers; more than
$600 million lost to vandalism.

This year one -million
desperate youngsters will run
away from home; it's indicated
that 40 percent to 60 percent of
those flee child abuse and incest.
The average age of the
runawaysis 14.

Perhaps the most tragic toll is
the' loss of so many youngsters to
depression, emotional stress,
loneliness. Last year 4,000
school - agers killed themselves
and 80,000 tried. Among
Americans between the ages of
15 and 19, accidents are still the
leading cause of death — but
second is suicide.

There is no way to prove that
our Supreme Court’s
determination to dissassociate
religion and education has
contributed to this mass
frustration, but it can be proved

Today in

By The Associated Press

Today is Tuesday, May 2, the
122nd day of 1978. There are 243
days left in the year.

Today's highlight in history:

On this date in 1945, the So-
viets announced the fall of Ber-
lin in World War II.

On this date:

In 1670, the Hudson's Bay
Company was chartered by
England.

In 1863, Confederate Gen.
Thomas *‘Stonewall” Jackson
was mistaken for a Northern
scout, and fatally wounded by
his own soldiers in the Civil
War Battle of Chancellorsville,
Va.

Berry's Wor
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“Unbelievable! The guy who brought us the
pet rock says he'll make millions on this

stupid rainbow poster | just bougm;"

that when Christianity was
ordered out of the classroom a
whole bunch of substitute
religions rushed in to satisfy the
inevitable hunger of all young
people for a sense of rightness
and wrongness. This appetite
has spawned 5000 substitute
religions — cult and occult —
with some three million
members, mostly young. -

An unprecedented
proliferation of ‘‘church
schools” is now offering an
alternative to the barreness of
public education.

And again — if there is any-
compensation for the
degneration of so many of this
oncoming generation it is that —
for the disciplined others — they
are leaving a lot of room at the
top.

(c) 1978, Los Angeles Times
Syndicate

history

In 1890, the Oklahoma Terri-
tory was organized.

In 1933, Adolf Hitler abolished
labor unions in Germany.

In 1960, Caryl Chessman was
executed-in San Quentin Prison
in California after eight stays
of execution.

In 1966, there was rioting in
Israel during a visit by former
West German Chancellor Kon-
rad Adenauer.

Ten years ago: A nationwide
telephone strike ended in the
United States with the signing
of a three-year labor contract
that would increase workers’
pay nearly 20 percent.

Five ‘ years ago: John Con- the hmm most brand - mﬂ_& e
nally, former Texas governor .

and US. treasury secretary,
announced his switch from the
Democratic to the Republican

.25 per mon
months, $19.50
00 per year.

Bell

-

cracks
Sy Y

to Selwyn Rabb of The New
York Times: “A year or so ago,

.jﬁm including J. Wallace

LaPrade, the head of the big

New York field office. shakes
FBI morale, at least
momentarily. In the'lmpr

the (agents) in the New York  view, however,

office were confident and eocky.
Now they're confused about
tactics, about leadership and
most of all about what happened
to their self - image as the elite
investigative body in America.”
" But surely most of these agents
would rather rebuild their
confidence and their self - image
on a basis of strict compliance
with the law they are supposed
to enforce.

Only Pat Gray, the former
acting director and the third
man indicted, faced the real
issue. ‘I never participated in or
knowingly authorized illegal
conduct during my tenuré with/
the FBI,"” Gray said. A trial will
determine the validity of his
statement, but it at least
recognized that the question was
one of legality rather than of
patriotic motives or presumed
necessity. .

The imdeqmc)gol these as
justification for the actions of
police. officers is only
emphasized by historical
perspective. In retrospect, that
is, do the Weathermen really
appear to have been so
threatening to the national
security as to have warranted
virtual suspension of the law in
their pursuit? And can the
Special Agents Legal Defense
Committee

really make —an -

evidential case to support its
assertion that the Weathermen
were not just Felt’s ‘‘mad
bombers'* but ‘“a foreign -
influenoced terrorist
organization”? What kind of
foreign influence and from
whom? :

Obviously the threat of
disciplinary action against 68

Bureau of the

practlcuthtbdmmus .

operations offers a real

possiblity — not only to build

even stronger morale but to
restore shaken public
confidence inthe FBI

As for fears that censured

agents might be more
vulnerable to civil suits, they
probably are justified. But
people hose rights were violated
have a Constitutional right to

sue for redress: the agents' '
Jiability only stresses the fact
that they are no more entitled to
carry out illegal acts than their

superiors are toorder them.
Once the shock of Pell's

crackdown has passed, the law -
abiding rank and file of the FBI

probably will come to see that he

acted in both the public's and the |

Bureau's best interest — that
these are in fact one and the
same, or ought to be. Bell,
moreover, vindicated his own
conduct of a difficult
investigation; however dilatory
or reluctant he may have
seemed at times, when he did
act, he acted both firmly and
courageously.

One disturbing =possibility

remains, particularly in light of
the Richard Helms case. The

have been offered one chance to
accept a,plea bargain — guilty
to a misdemeanor. y.
they turned it down, for they, the
FBI and the country need to
have the basic issue settled in
court; and that is all the more
vital since Felt and Miller, at
least, appear likely to offer the
Nuremberg defense.

, .
Your money’s worth™ "

Doing your own painting

P —————————— G TP o T

If you are typical of millions of
us, you will be tackling the job of
painting part or all of your house
or apartment sterting in the

next few weeks. An

bet

professionals or amateur do - it -
yourselfers, is done in the
spring.

And if you're merely a casual
— much less a dedicated do - it -
yourselfer — you will try the job
on your own to slash costs. The
do - it - yourselfer can save
about 80 per cent compared to
contracting a paint job,
according to the National Paint
& Coatings Assn., assuming yru
‘plan the job carefully, pica the
right paint for the rigt« surface,

deal with a reputable paint

dealer who handles high quality,
brand name paints.

You'll lose on time spent, of
course, but if time on the project
is not your primary concern,
there's - no disputing the
potential savings by doing the
work on your own.

As one illustration, you
probably-can paint an average -
sized room that requires a
minimum of preparation for as
little as $15 to $20. A professional
may charge $100 for the
MZ g - - i

As another illustration, say a
gallon of paint costs $9 and tak
three hours to apply. Ata ratea
$15 per hour, a contractor would
charge $54 to apply the gallon of
paint (including the paint). The
paint alone is about 20 per cent
of this total cost.

The most expensive error you
can make is buying cheap paint,
for you soon will have to do the
job over. Take the time to read

paints, for it will list the contents
as well as how and where to use
the paint.

The content analysis is
divided into two ca ;
piercenu'ae of  dry o(
(important) and percentage
vehicle (liquid portion). A good
rule of thumb is to buy a brand -
name paint with a high content
of Ti02, advises Bill Pepper,
pigment development manager
for Gulf & Western's chemical

,division. It may cost a bit more
~ but it will save you money in the
long run. It will cover the area -

most effective, how much of the
“surface can be coated and how
to- prepare the surface for
coating. Other do's and don'ts:
Dust or wash dirty walls and
examine plastic walls for

completely dried before
begin to cover it.

Stir the paint to mix.
pigments at the bottom of the
can. But latex paints should not
be stirred vigorously because
this creates air bubbles in the
paint v* ich will ruin the job. In
late’. paints, the amount of Ti02
<an vary from 23 to 63 per cent of
the pigment content.

Don'’t dip the brush more than .
one - third into the paint. This

Teduces  splattering -and -

area too quickly. When painting
ceilings, for .instance, work
across the width of the room, so
you can start a second lap before
the first has dried. When
painting walls, start at the upper
left hand corner and work down
toward the floor. (Southpaws
should work from right to left.)

Don't paint woodwork with too
large a brush. Remove wax or
varnish if necessary before
floors may require the removal
of all the old coating.

Don't _paint undesirable
architectural features
(radiators, pipes) in a color that
contrasts with the wall. This
emphasizes them. But don't
choose neutral colors either just

" because they're safe.

Have a continuing color flow
through your home from room to
room, using harmonious colors
mm .~,_I !“ [N R

Study color swatches in both
daylight and nightlight because
colors often change under
artificial lighting. color
sample always should be lighter

Of course, remove hardware
from doors and windows. Loosen

“or drop clothes for those

inevitable splatters, and clean
up as you go. Paint is easier to
remove when wet,
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