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Floydada Native breeds Houston
Livestock Show Grand Champion

By Kelli Childre
Special to The Hesperian-Beacon

HAMLIN, TX - Tears
and applause filled the NRG
Center East Arena at the
Houston Livestock Show and
Rodeo as the winner was an-
nounced for the Junior Mar-
ket Barrow Grand Cham-
pion on March 14. Exhibitor
Karley Willenborg, 14, from
Waco and McLennan Coun-
ty 4-H, took home the Grand
Champion trophy, as did
her dark crossbred barrow’s
breeder, Shannon Barbee.

Barbee is a Floydada na-
tive, graduating from FHS in
1987. He showed pigs from
1978 through his senior year.
During his later years as a
youth exhibitor he bred and
raised swine. Although his
career took him down the
path of banking, he still had
a love and desire for raising
show pigs. In 2010, he started
Shannon Barbee Show Pigs
in Hamlin, where he now re-
sides. Two years ago, he left
his banking job to concen-
trate fully on his breeding
business.

He takes a very hands-on
approach with the show pigs
he sells and keeps in contact
with the buyer to offer advice
and support on getting the
animal to its full show poten-
tial. He attends all the major
stock shows and makes the
rounds to follow-up with and

be a support to the exhibitors
that are showmg a pig he has
bred.

The Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo is the
world’s  largest livestock

show, and winning the show

daughters, had a large crowd
surrounding them during the
grand champion drive. Before
the champion was named, the
judge talked about regard-
less of where you place in a

show you’ll always remember-

during the grand champion
drive. Childhood friends,
Coy LaBaume of Plainview
and Kelli (LaBaume) Childre
of Cedar Park, were sitting
beside Larry. They grew up
as neighbors and shared pig
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Karley Willenborg (left), from Waco and McLennan County 4-H, took home the Junior Market
Barrow Grand Champion trophy, as did her dark crossbred barrow’s breeder, Shannon
Barbee (right) at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo.

is a dream come true for an
exhibitor and breeder. The
Willenborg  family, Barbee,
his wife Tammy and their two

the friendships and memories
you make along the way. Bar-
bee’s. dad;-Larry Barbee, of
Tyler, was sitting behind him

Finally, “Fitness on the Square”

By Deon Fincher
The Hesperian-Beacon

FLOYDADA - “Its my pas-
sion—it’s my calling. By the grace
of God, I am able to help people
through their grieving during the
daytime hours, and at night, I come
here and laugh and help others
through this process—whether that
be fitness, support, or those just
needing time out of the house.”

Amanda Perales met me at the
door of her newest home—inside
the building on the corner of Main
Street and California, the Arwine
Drug building. The signs arent up
yet, but Fitness on the Square is up
and running. The building began
its transformation on March 1st.
Nineteen days later, Mandy was
putting in the finishing touches in
preparation for her “TABATA la-
dies.”

“If you would have told me 10
years ago, that I would be a fitness
coach and that I would have a place
of my own,”relates Mandy, ‘T would
have laughed at you! But, I truly be-
lieve that this is my calling.”

Her ‘calling’ has been a work in
progress. “I was at home with my
kids. I was depressed,” she explains.
“There was no gym, I was too busy,
my kids needed me, there was no
place to meet with a support group-
-1 used every excuse I could come
up with.” They were just excuses
resulting in tamping down her
confidence and spoiling her health.
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Amanda Peralez (R) with Master Trainer, Jessica Wiggins
Balliew (L), upon the completion of Peralez’s BARRE
Certification. Perales has opened Fitness on the Square in
downtown Floydada. She offers TABATA, BARRE and ZUMBA

ﬁtness classes.
knew that there were so many

women that need just a little mo-
tivation, just like me. That’s why I
started.”

Initially, it was ZUMBA, a
dance-type cardio workout set
to music, that fueled Perales. She
taught classes for three years in
Lockney, Ralls, Petersburg, and
Floydada every day. ‘I started notic-
ing that my students wanted more
than dancing,” reminisced Perales.

“They wanted core training and
glut strengthening--they wanted to
work out.” So, last summer, Mandy
signed up to get certified to teach
TABATA. “The coach that trained
me told me, Mandy, you can do
Cross Fit, P90X, HIT.. .everything
falls under this one TABATA cer-
tification, and then you can do so
much!”

- “Honestly, I had to Google TA-

BATA" said Perales. “It sounds
See FITNESS, Page 10

pens and traveled to stock
shows together. When the
barrow was- named Grand
Champion, it was a surreal

moment taking the four of
them back to where Barbee
started raising pigs on his
great-grandfather Bennett’s
small plot under 2 acers down
a dirt road on the east side of
Floydada.

Jackie and Jon Hodges,
Gary Lawrence — Aura En-
gineering LLC, Stronghold
Companies, and Shannon
and Joe Underwood broke
a world record with their
$245,000 bid for Willen-
borg’s barrow at the HLSR
Junior Market Barrow Auc-
tion on March 15. The
HLSR establishes a guaran-

teed minimum payment for-

each exhibitor qualifying for
a junior market auction. Wil-
lenborg received the guaran-
teed minimum of $40,000 for
the Grand Champion Barrow.
The additional funds are used
to bring other exhibitors to
the guaranteed minimum for
their placing and go into the
HLSR’s Educational Fund to
be used for scholarship and
grant recipients.

In addition to the Grand
Champion Barrow, Shannon
Barbee Show Pigs had several
barrows that made the cut for
exhibiting in Houston with
two of them placing 1st and
4th in the dark crossbred di-
vision. i

Barbee is the grandson of
Floydada resident, Harold
Wayne Bennett, and the late
Geneva Bennett.
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Lockney’s FCCLA students gathered loads of supplies to fill

‘ backpacks that will be given to children serviced by CASA.

These kiddos are removed from abusive situations and
placed in Foster care; the backpacks give them something of
“their own"” to hold onto and use. Executive Director, Shay
Price, accepted the donations for Great Plains CASA for Kids.

FCCLA focuses on Child Abuse

By Deon Fincher
The Hesperian-Beacon

LOCKNEY - The Lockney
FCCLA, the Family & Consumer
Sciences’ student organization, has
had their sights set on this spring’s
Regional meeting and the STAR
Events (Students Taking Action
with Recognition) that recognize
members within the chapter and
through individual projects.  For
good reason, the members ‘have

‘been diligently working on their

projects.

'There are 20 members within the
Lockney Chapter, with 14 that at-
tended the Regional meeting. It is
at the Regional meeting that these
students finally get to introduce and
explain the numerous projects in
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which they have been involved and
advance to the next level of compe-
tition.

One of the key projects that the
entire membership worked on this
year was the organizations Com-
munity Service Project. They part-
nered with Crisis Center of the
Plains for the education segment of
the project. Staff from the women's
crisis center met with the students,
bi-weekly; to discuss sex trafficking,
domestic violence, and child abuse.
Through this education process,
the students came up with their
projects—each of which centered
around the kids that are serviced
through CASA.

Austin Rodriguez, David Amaya

and Michael Luna wanted to pro- |

vide backpacks for the CASA kids
See FCCLA, Page 10

Upcoming
Events are listed free of charge for
nonprofit civic organizations, schools
and community events. Please submit
listings at least two weeks ahead of
the date. Listings will run through the
date of the event. Emailed submis-
sions are preferred to fchb.editor@
yahoo.com

FLOYD COUNTY
BURN BAN IN EFFECT

FLOYDADA SENIOR
CITIZENS FUNDRAISER

The Floydada Senior Citizen’s Center
will be having a Sunday meal on April
7 featuring their famous chicken fried
steak, mashed potatoes, drink, des-
sert. Doors will open at 11:15 a.m.
Minimum donation is $8.00. Dine in
or take out. Delivery available, call
806-983-2032

LHS CHEERLEADERS

FUNDRAISER ...
The Lockney High School cheerlead-
ers will have a fundraiser on Sunday,

- April 7th at the Lockney Senior Citi-

zens building. Brisket meal will be
served from 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Generous donations welcomed.

FLOYD COUNTY
PIONEER ASSN.

The Floyd County Pioneer Association

(Old Settler’s) will hold a meeting
on Tuesday, Aprit 9 at at 7 p.m. in

the First National Bank’s Community’

Room. Discussion will be held about
the Old Settler’s Reunion 2019. Ev-
eryone is welcome.

FLOYD COUNTY

PIONEER ASSN.

The Floyd County Pioneer Association
(Old Settler’s) will hold a meeting

on Tuesday, April 23 at at 7 p.m. in
the First National Bank’s Community
Room. Discussion will be held about
the Old Settler’s Reunion 2019. Ev
eryone is welcome.

OLD SETTLER’S

REUNION

SAVE THE DATE!!! Saturday, May 11th
is the 2019 Old Settler’s Reunion!
Downtown Floydada - Lots of activi-
ties for the whole family to enjoy.
Mark your calendars now!!! Watch

in the Hesperian-Beacon’s upcoming
issues for more info on all the activi-
ties.

LIGHT THE CROSS

MEMORIAL PRINTS

“Light the Cross” Memorial prints are
available at Script Printing, Cathy’s
Floral or Karen Houchin Law, starting
at $20.00 each. Help keep the Cross
lit in Blanco Canyon by making a
donation or purchasing a print. They
make great and unusual gifts. Dona-
tions may be made at First National
Bank, Floydada.

Corrections

If you spot an error of fact,
contact the FCHB office email:
fchb.editor@yahoo.com

Come in Shop

News on the go

Use your
smartphone to
scan the quick
response, or

: QR, code to

~ visit us online.
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Our New Spring Arrivals!

Bridal Shower Selection
Landon Kidd & Shelby Madden ~ May 4

120 S Vi Rooknay (8663 6522548
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