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TO HUSBAND MOISTURE

Points the Farmer Needs to I(low to Insure
Good Crops---Water Supply Stored

How to Store Moisture in a Dry Time, When Crops Are Growing—As-
sist Percolation to Put Land Culture on the Basis
of a Surety—Positive Results

The need of the farmer is to pay
close attention to the tilling of his
lands so that he may not onlv hold
the moisture that is already
stored therein, but thatthe rainfall
during the crop season may be
used to the greatest advantages.

The mulch permits the water to
pass into the soil below. If the
plowing has been well done there
will be a well pulverized portion
just beneath the surface mulch,
which, acting like a sponge, takes
up the moisture as it fills. Gravi-

tation finds it easy to pull the wa-'

ter down through the second strata,
it being well pulverized by the
thorough breaking it has received.

Down beneath the plowed ground
the hard soil is dry, bnt it is slow-
ly moistened by the water percola-
ting through it from the soft,
sponge-like soil'above. The hard,
dry soil at first resists the water,
but it soon becomes moist, and if
the soft mulch is kept on the sur-
face it acts like a great sponge cov-
ering the entire field taking up
great quantities of water that are
transferred to the soil benearh,
where it is stored for the thirsty
plants.

The raius throughout the year
mav be to a great extent stored in
the soil for the crop season. The
soil mulch upon the surface in a
few days becomes dry. It then

becomes a resistant to water circu-
lation, that is, it acts to a small
degree as a blanket and holds the
moisture below.

Each particle of soil, like a very
small sponge, holds its drop of
moisture, and all the water that
has passed through the surface
‘mulch continues to go down uutil
it is seized by some dry particle of
soil and held for use.

As soon as the plant begins to
grow upward, it begins to cast its
s roots into the ground. The roots
always move toward moisture.
The life of the plant is in the soil,
to a great extent, at least. The
moisture is taken up by the plant
till all of it has been consumed in
the radius covered by the roots of
the plant.

-—

If the soil has received thorough
tilling so that the greater part of
the moistute has been taken up for
reserve, the growing of the crop
will be easy. The surface mulch
holding down, or rather, by the
natural resistance that dry soil of-
fers to moisture passing through it,
the moisture is held in the ground
till the natural need of the plant
demands it.

I.ambs have become so scarce in
Wall street that some of the brok-
ers are not eating anything regu-
larly.

* CONVENTION

Of Hale County Demo-
crats Tuesday

The Hale County
convention met last Tuesday at the
court house, and there was present

a fair representation of the precinct
E. Skaggs, chair- |

delegates. H.
man of the Democratic executive
committee, presided.

Six precincts were represented,
as follows:

Precinct No. 1, J. E. Lancaster,
R. M. Ellerd, J. H. Slaton, R. E.
Burch, J. K. Malone, I.. 5. Kinder,
W. C Mathes, J. N. Jordan, T, J.
Tilson, R. P. Smythe.

Precirct No. 2, J. W.
W. J. Dunlap.

Precinct No. 3, T. J. Ellerd, A.
I.. Anderson, Will Akers, R. W,
Lemond.

Precinct No. 4, G. M. Phillips,
B. B. Morton.

Precinct No. 5, B. F. Thomas.

Precinct No. 6—W. H. Ragland.

The business was speedily trans-
acted, It consisted of planning a
way to raise money to defray elec-
tion expenses — printing tickets,
election blanks, etc. All county
officers were assessed $10 each; all
precinct officers $1 each.

The vote of the primary was can-
vassed and reported. 327 votes
were cast in the county; 200 for

Smylie,

Democratic |

_ e —— e —

lthe Bailey ticket, 127 for the John-
|son ticket.

H. E Skaggs and R. M. Ellerd
were elected delegates to the state
,convemiou; J. E. Lancaster and R.
'E. Burch, alternates.

; This campaign has been perhaps

the hottest Hale county has ever
seen, but while this is the case,
there has been no bitterness of feel,
ing. The western spirit is broad
and liberal, and the people believe
in freedom of thought.

K. P. Grand< Lodge

Lee %hropslure a most enthusi-
astic K .P. retumed the latter part
of last week from the meeting of
the grand lodge at Austin. He
says the people turned the keys of
the city over to them, and bade
them have a good time—which
they did.

Officers were elected as follows:
Tom Powell, San Angelo, grand
chancellor; W. W. King, Ennis,
vice chancellor; Jno. F. Wofford,
grand prelate; R. H. Buck, Fort
FWorth, grand inner guard; Chas,
F. Wyman, Dallas, grand outer
guard.

Mr. Shropshire says northwest
I'I‘exas was well represented at the
meeting.

George Blansford, with the L.
P. Martin Saddle company, return-
ed Tuesday from a visit to the
homefolks at Colorado City. He
reports a fine time, but says he is
glad to get back to Plainview.

The following are the real estate
transfers for week ending May
1, as furnished by (he W. B.
Joiner Abstract Co.

W. H. Wright and wife to Mrs.
H. A. Campbell, lots 5 6 7 8 High-
land addition to Plainview, $1550.

J. H. Buntin and wife to Aaron
Good, N W % sur No 20 blk D7,
$4184.

J. H. Buntin and wife to Perry
Smith, 8§ W % sur No 20 blk Dy
$2148.

Geo. Berge and wife to Fred B.
Draper, undivided % iiterest in
west % sur g blk Aa, $2880.

The Plainview Bank & Trust Co.
to the Citizens National Bank, lot
6 blk 31 Plainview, $3000.

A. E. Harp, R. H. Wilkin and
R. C. Ware to A. I. Fraim, blocks
26 and 29, Lakeside Addition to
Plainview, $1100.

F. W. Moseley and wife to C.E.
Warner, west % sur 11 blk A 2,
$4300.

Leroy Wright to J. H. Beauch-

amp, part of S W ¥{ sur 6 blk Dy,
$2700.
E. I. May and 'wife to H. L.

Haswell, east % sur 16, blk C L,
$3280.

C. M. Merrell and wife to H. W.
and C, N. Jones, lots12 3 blk 6
Central Park addition to Plain-
view, $r1.

C. M. Merrell and wife to H.W.
and C. N. Jones, lots 4 5 6 blk 4
Central Park addition to Plain-
view, $625.

M. F. Mitchner a.nd wife to Ma-
rion Gallup, N E ¥ sur 22 blk A1
$3190.

W. T. Thompson and wife to
Sallie Phelps,
D5, $6754.

A. E. Harp, R. H. Wilkin and
R. C. Ware to J. J. Oxford, lots
123456 bls 35 Highland addi-
tion to Plainview, $1000.

Jno. L. Brock and wife to H. M.
Fletcher, 20 acres out of N W 4
sur 34 blk T K 2, $300.

William Hooper et al to O. M.
Unger, sur 75 blk D2, $864o0.

G. W. North and wife to G. A
London and B. N. Graham, lot 6
blk 36, and part of 7 and 8 of same
blk, Plainview, $2800.

B. H. Wisdom to June Kimble,
sur 19 blk Ds, $800.

——

TRADE DAY

Busmess Monday Was
Quite Lively

Business in Plainniew was lively
Monday among the traders.

Twelve sales were made at the
Red Wagon Yard, horses, buggies
and some farm implements.

A quarter section of land was
sold at public sale and brought
nine dollars and twenty-five cents
per acre,

Dick MecWhorter acted as auc-
tioneer, and from the prices things
brought and the lively bidding that
was done, he knows the business.

People are beginning to recog-
nize the value of trade day both to
buyer and seller. This is an im-
portant day for our town and we
have our tellow townsman, J. D.
Kendrick, to thank for making it
what it is. Large crowds and a
lively interest marked the entire
time of the sales.

IS THERE A LOCO WEFD?

Its Effect on Horses and Mules Well Known by

N W ¥ sur 6 blk!

© streets

the Men in the Cow Country

Found in Different Sections—Disappears in Pasture Land When Put

Under Fence—Government Investigation—How to Get
Information on the Cure of Disease .

The News has received an inquiry
as to whether there is any such
thing as a loco (crazy) weed,
which poisons cattle and horses.

The interogation iill be deemed
preposterous by cowboys and others
who know. the facts. Questions
like that propounded to The News
have led the Department of Agri-
culture, even recent y, to investi-
gate, and inquiry has resulted in
abundant official evidence to satis-
fy the most incredulous. To remove
all doubt on the question’ the De-
partment of Agriculture determin-
ed to make a thorough idvestiga-
tion of it at first hand., The re-
searches, covering a period of three
years has shown beyond doubt
that their are two varieties of the
loco plant, both poisonous, and
that one poisons horses, sheep and
cattle, while the other poisous only
horses. The external symptoms
(of the disease) described by stock-
men were in general corroborated.
The principal symptoms are the
lowered head, slow, staggering
gait, movements showing some-
times paralytic symptoms, a dis-
]eased nervous system, and in the
later stages extreme emaciation.
In chronic cases there are fre-
'quently ulcers. Generally speak-
'ing, locoed cattle have ulcers in
the fourth stomach. There is an
excess of fluids in the various cav-

ities of the body.

Experiments as to the feasibility
of killing the loco weed showed
that it could readily be done in
fenced pastures, put was impossible
on open ranges. It is believed that
the loco weed is not confined to the
grazing regions, but that it may be
found in older States, and that the
““mild sickness’’ from which cows
sometimes suffer is very similar in
its symtoms to the disease of the
‘‘locoed’’ live stock of the West.

As one observes, the early sett-
| lers believed that ‘‘milk sickness'’
was caused by some poisonous
plant, which -ows ate, but they
never found out what it was.

They found, however, that when
pastures were fenced the poisonous
plant’ whatever it was, gradually
died out, and that only animals
that ranged the woods had the dis-
ease. It sems probable that a spe-
cies of the loco plant, or some pois-
onous plant closely resembling it,
grew wild iu the older States in
earley times, which . has since be-
come extinct or has been civilized
out of existence.

Any one ihterested can secure
more detailed information, both as
to the cause and treatment of the
disease, applying to the Departure
of Agriculture for the bulletin on
"'Results of Loco Wesd Investiga-
| tions in the Field.”’—Dallas News.,

Raises Fine Horses.

W. J. Espy. who lives near Run-
ningwater, was driving two fine
horses of the Wilks stock on our
Monday. They are fine
specimens of - horseflesh and show
what kind of animals can be raised
here. Mr. Espy lives on the L. A.
Knight ranch and raises fine horses
and hogs. The day of the large
herd is passed, but the industrious
farmer can now begin to make
moncy on high grade stock.

Mr. Espy came from Collin to
Hale county several years ago and
has made money by sticking to
the farm.

The Optimists Times

Most of the signs of the times
continue favorable. , Oklahoma
State bankers, in special session at
Oklahoma City, by a rising vote,
indorsed the new state bank guar-
anty law, fathered by Gov. C. N.
Haskell, and listened to addresses
by State Bank Commissioner Smock
and Attorney Frank E. Wells, pres-
ident of the Oklahoma Bar Associ-
ation, on phases of the law. In
response to a call of a number of
the banks, State bankers met to
discuss the new situation presented
them by the refusal of National
banks to come under the provisions
of the new State law, regulating
banks and intended to guarantee
depasits.

There are enough lo here’s and

lo there’s to deceive the elect.

? RUNAWAY
Causes Considerable Ex-

citement in Town

J. W. French’s team was left
standing on the street near the
Plainview Implement company’s
place of business, Tuesday, by Mr,
French's brother, who had gone
away for a few minutes. The
traces had been dropped. The
team became frightened and ran,
pulling the wagon by a chain used
as a breast yoke. They ran from
their place of starting to the Brok-
en Dollar store. Therethey struck
a ditch and turned the wagon ov-
er, breaking a coupling pole and
leaving a part of the wagon be-
hind. They then ran east two
blocks and turned south, going
two blocks below the square; then
they turned west again and ran to
Pacific street. Finally Mr. Acres
caught the team. No damages
were done save the breaking of the
wagon.

The Fort Worth Record reported

| the victory for the Bailey ticket to

be zbout 35,000. The Dallas News
gave the majority at about 25,000.
The Bailey forces gained a great
victory in the campaign.

show you about it.
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A fine boy baby was born to C.
| A. Bowron and wife last Friday.
M

We are agents for the Columbia Gasoline Hay Baler.
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