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COOPER’'S BULLISH sophomore fullback
Terry Orr blasts his way for a five-yard gain

through the Midland defense Friday night.

Orr, with 69 yards, was the Cougars’ leading
ground gainer, and he scored two touchdowns.

Partain)

Cooper won, 34-8. (Staff Photo by Bruce

Abortion extortion circumvented

By BETTY ANNE WILLIAMS -~
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Senate

approved a resolution Friday to
guarantee that some 275,000 federal
employees will receive paychecks,
despite a congressional deadlock over
the use of federal money to pay for
abortions

The money for the government
paychecks is included in an ap-
propriations bill for the departments
of Labor and Health, Education and

Welfare, but that bill has been stalled
for 2%2 months because the House and
Senate cannot agree on when federal
money can be used to pay for abor-
tions under federal medical aid
programs

The Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee, irate over House rejection of a
compromise proposal on the abortion
issue, had urged the Senate on Friday
to attach the rejected compromise
language to the resolution aimed at
freeing the federal paychecks caught

Pecan tree only entry

requirement for show

Another first is coming to town, and
Charlie Green is as pleased as any
fruit-nut fancier could be

The event is Midland County's first-
ever countywide pecan show to be
staged by the newly-organized
Midland Pecan Growers Association

Anyone who's got a nut-ladened
pecan tree to call his own can enter
the contest, said Green, the county's
agricultural agent

“If they've got one pecan tree they
can enter the same as if they had a
thousand,’’ Green said.

Well. Harold Semple and his wife
Pat just happen to have thousands
They're commercial growers,
shellers, packagers, marketers.

But that doesn't mean that they'll

WEATHER

Pleasant weather with high in 70s
forecast. Complete details on page
. 2A.
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walk off with the cake

The odds for winning, however,
may be in favor of the one-tree
grower, perhaps you or your neighbor
down the block or down the road.

That often happens to the pecan
hobbyists who ‘‘baby and pet' their
growing trees, Green said

Green hesitated to say just how
many growers the show might at-
tract. “We may have more than we
can handle or we may have fewer
than we would like."”

It's hard to say

There's about 20,000 pecan trees one
year old or older in the county, Green
said. And Harold and Pat Semple
have 5,000 of them. Their 15-year-old
orchard is just south of town

‘““He (Semple) pioneered this
‘thing,””’ Green said of commercial
pecan-growing in the county

By the way, Semple is president of
the Midland Pecan Growers
Association, and his wife is secretary-
treasurer.

David Harris, who operates a 2,500-
tree orchard near the Spraberry
community, is- the group's vice
president.

There are other commercial
growers hereabouts who may pit their
“‘wares’’ against the amateurs. These
other professional ‘‘pecanists’’ in-
clude likes of Jack Kirby, Marijo
K Collins and the L. L. Butler
estate.

Judging of the pecans will be on
Nov. 28, and the No. 1 judge likely will
be a “fruit-nut” specialist by the

(Continued on Page 2A)
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in the dispute.

But the House adjourned Friday,
beginning a three-week recess, and
the Senate turned down its com-
mittee's recommendation and gave
approval to the payroll resolution

In exchange for that approval,
House leaders promised to ‘‘do
everything possible to work out an
agreement'’ over the abortion
dispute, said Sen. Warren Magnuson,
D-Wash.

The paycheck resolution passed on
a voice vote

The House wants strict language
that would not let the government pay
for abortions through federal medical
care programs except in cases where
a woman's life would be in danger if
she carried a child to term. Senators
wanted less restrictive language that
would allow women to have abortions
in cases of rape or incest or when a
woman would suffer ‘“severe and
long-lasting physical health damage"’
because of pregnancy

The dispute has held up passage of
an appropriations bill that contains
not only the abortion language, but
money to pay the Labor Department
and HEW employees and District of
Columbia workers, as well as money
for various smaller agencies.

BANK PRESIDENT Wilbur Yeager, foreground,
and chamber of commerce President Harrell
Feldt, background, put their signatures on the final
steel girder which moments later was hoisted aloft

The House had rejected by a vote of
193-172 the compromise wording
approved by the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee. The House
vote angered many senators who felt
the Senate had made enough con-
cessions

Some senators said the 3'<month-
long dispute over abortion policy has
come down to a test of wills between
the House and Senate

The Senate's proposal was drafted
when discussions broke off between
House and Senate conferees who had
been designated to make recom-
mendations on ways to compromise

New air

ALPINE — Big Bend Airways, a
commuter air service, will transport
passengers and freight between
Alpine and Midland on five flights,
four days weekly starting Monday

“We chose Midland,” said Pat
Perez, one of the trio of owners in the
air venture, “because it's a hub
airport. Passengers can go anywhere
in the world from there."
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Bill providing
for big SS tax
increases OK'd

By JIM LUTHER -

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Senate
approved a Social Security financing
bill Friday night that would more
than double the maximum annual
payroll tax paid by workers over the
next 10 years. Many eraployers would
face far greater increases

The bill, passed 42-25, is similarto a
plan President Carter proposed to
shore up the financially troubled
pension system

A House-Senate conference com-
mittee will work out differences
between the measure and the House-
passed version, which would triple
some workers' taxes over the next
decade

The Senate voted to increase the
amount of money an elderly Social
Security recipient may earn without
losing any of his or her pension. The
House version is more genérous,
eliminating the earnings limit en-
tirely in 1982

Here are unofficial estimates of the
taxes in the two bills. The figures
include tax increases already written
into current law:

$10,000 WORKER

The tax now is $585 a year. Both
bills would raise it to $605 in 1978
Under the Senate bill the payroll tax
on this worker would total $6,612 from
1978 through 1987, or $357 more than
without the bill. The House version
would result in a total of $6,580, or $325
more than current law

HIGH-PAID WORKER

Currently, no worker pays an an-

nual Social Security tax of more than

$965. That maximum is paid only by
those earning $16,500 or more. Under
the Senate bill, by 1987 the maximum
wage subject to tax by an employee
would be $33,900, for a top tax of
$2,407, and a 10-year total of $17,189.
T?l\lat is $1,988 more than without-the
bill.

In the House bill, the maxim
wage subject to employee tax in 1987
would be $42600, resulting in a
maximum tax of $3,025. The tax over
the next 10 years would total $21,391,
or $6,191 more than current law

EMPLOYER

The employer now matches the
employee's share of tax, a practice
that would be continued under the
House bill. Under the Senate bill, that
tradition would end in 1979, when an
employer would be liable for a payroll
tax on the first $50,000 of each
worker's wages, or a top tax of $3,068.
In 1985 the maximum faxable wage
would soar to $75,000, meaning a top
tax of $5,288.

Social Security is in trouble because
of a declining birth rate and high
unemployment, which reduce con-
tributions to the system, and high
inflation, which increases payments.
The problems were compounded by a
1972 congressional error which had
the effect of giving some beneficiaries
double cost-of-living increases to
compensate for inflation.

The Senate bill corrects that error,
as does the House version, by
reducing benefits that some future

(Continued on Page 2A)

service to begin

Perez added that the schedule was
planned to accommodate weekend
travelers so that Sul Ross students
and persons who work can catch an
evening flight out Friday and come
back to Alpine Sunday night.

The aircraft used by Big Bend
Airways is a nine-seat Beechcraft
Super EI18S, which according to
Perez, has one of the best safety

expanding First National Bank of Midland. When
completed next year, the 24-story tower will be the
tallest building between Fort gomand Phoenix.
Another photo on Page 5C. (Staff P
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records of medium-sized, twin-engine
aircraft on the market today

Perez, who describes himself as a
38-year-old “aviation nut,” said that
although ‘“‘we haven't done a
feasibility study, we think the airline
has a 50-50 chance."”

“We know it's been tried here in the
past, but I don't think previous at-
tempts have had the scheduling we're
talking about, nor was the price of
gasoline for automobiles as high as it
is today," he said

Perez is joined in the partnership by
Charlie Blankenship and Terry
Wright. Wright and Perez, who will
share the piloting duties for Big Bend
Airways, have over 22,000 hours of
flying time

Passengers may leave Alpine at 7
a.m. Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday, arriving at Midland Regional
Air Terminal approximately 45§
minutes later

The Friday afternoon flight departs
Alpine at 4:15 p.m. and arrives in
Midland at 5 pm. On Sunday,
departure time from Alpine is 6:15
p.m.

Return flights from Midland on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
leave at 7:15 p.m., arriving in Alpine
at 8 p.m. Another Friday flight leaves
Midland at 2 p.m., arriving here at
2:45p.m.

The late night Sunday flight departs
Midland at 10 p.m. and arrives in
Alpine at 10:45p.m.

Price for all seats is $27 each way.
Children sitting with a paid passenger
travel without charge.

“That old adage that it's cheaper to
drive just may not be true anymore.
For instance, the state pays its em-
ployees 18 cents a mile to drive from
here to Midland-and back.

“With The price of gasoline, that
{rouad trip will take about seven hours
land cost about $64. We can make the

same' trip in on¢ and one-half-hours
for $54,"" said Perez.
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