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- Sweeping changes continue in Soviet Union

Parliament gives preliminary ok to transfer power to republics

MOSCOW (AP) —
parliament today

preliminary approval to a sweep-
ing plan to transfer most central
to the republics and
transform the Soviet Union into a
loose confederation of sovereign

power

alates.

The Soviet
gave Mikhail S. Gorbachev agreed to

Earlier today, Soviet President

grant independence to the Baltic
republics, making them the first
breakaway Soviet states to win

crumbling fast in the wake of last
month's hard-line coup. Two-
thirds of the Soviet republics
have declared independence.
Gorbachev had been expected
to raise the issue of Baltic in-
dependence at the Congress of
People’s Deputies, but did not

because it apparently lacked suf-
ficient support there

The Cungress adjourned for the
night after voting overwhelming-
ly to approve a resolution on the
power-transferring plan as a
basis for discussion.

Delegations from each republic

were to work on the drafts and
submit proposals this evening to
an editorial commission, which
was to work through the night to
consider the various proposals.
Lawmakers were to reconvene
Thursday morning to consider
them.

Word of Gorbachev's agree-
ment to grant Baltic in-
dependence came after he met
with Baltic representatives from
the Congress. He asked them to
draft a declaration, said
Algimantas Cekuolis, a former

(see SOVIET, page 8)
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Q—Can varsity football
tickets be purchased in ad-
vance this year? If so, how
much are they?

A—Football tickets will
be sold week by week, Mon-
day through noon Friday at
the business administration
office. The price is $4 for
adults and $1 for students.
Student tickets may also be
purchased at all campuses
in the district. Tickets at the
gate Friday nights are $4
each for both adults and
students.

Local

c ot

Tourism

The chamber of com-
merce’s tourism and retire-
ment committee will meet
at 10 a.m. Thursday in the
chamber boardroom.

Reception

The Price Daniel Unit
Windham School staff will
host a reception for retiring
teacher Marge Mathis from
24 p.m. Sunday at the Der-
mott School.

Model planes

Snyder Area Model
Airplane Club will meet
Thursday at 7 p.m. at the
club flying field 2'2 miles
south of Cogdell Hospital on
Round Top Rd.

Visitors are welcome.

Cheerleaders

A rehearsal for girls who
were in the varsity
cheerleading mini-camp is
scheduled for 5:45 p.m.
Thursday at Tiger Stadium.

Any girl planning to per-
form during Friday’s foot-
ball game must be present
at the rehearsal.

GOP

An organizational
meeting of the Republican
Party in Scurry County will
be held at 7 p.m., Sept. 19, in
the community room of
Snyder National Bank.

John Thomas, chairman,
said purpose .of the meeting
is to explore ways to make
the party more active and
increase participation in
Scurry County in view of the
1992 elections. The subject
of candidate recruitment
will be discussed. All in-
terested persons are in-
vited.

Weather

Snyder Temperatures:
High Tuesday, 91 degrees;
low, 67 degrees; reading at
7 am. Wednesday, 68
degrees; .09 of an inch
precipitation; total
precipitation for 1991 to
date, 16.02 inches.

Snyder Area Forecast:
Tonight,' cloudy with a 40
percent chance of showers
or thunderstorms. Low in
the lower 60s. Northeast to
east wind 5 to 15 mph.
Thursday, mostly cloudy
with a 30 percent chance of
showers or thunderstorms.
High in the lower 80s. East
to southeast wind 5 to 15
mph

Almanac: Sunset today,
8:04 p.m. Sunrise Thursday,
7:22 am, Of 245 days in
1991, the sun has shone 239

days in Snyder
S i
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CED tax rate set at 75.43 cents

Trustees approved a tax rate of
75.43 cents for County Education
District 11 on Tuesday, paving
the way for the 11 school districts
to finalize their budgets for the
1991-92 school year.

CED 11 encompasses five coun-
ties, including Scurry. Total
mineral and real estate .values
for the 11 school districts is
$2,624,734,582. The CED is charg-
ed with collecting $18.7 million in
taxes and disbursing it to the
school districts, including
Snyder, Ira and Hermleigh.

In other action Tuesday, the
board approved West Texas
State Bank in Snyder as its bank
depository, agreed to work out a
contract to allow eight collection
agencies to collect CED taxes,
and approved an administrative
budget of $44,500.80.

Key discussion concerned the
tax rate, which, as approved,
takes into account a three per-
cent early payment discount to
taxpayers, and is based on a 97.57
percent collection rate.

“In my opinion, that is a little
too low,” said trustee Duane
Shock of Crosbyton ISD. ‘I think
it needs to be more like 76 cents.
I'd feel safer with a lower collec-
tion rate (than 97.57) because
almost every entity is increasing
the tax burden on taxpayers. If
the tax burden is increased, it
will increase tax delinquencies.”

Others at the meeting,
however, pointed out that not all
taxpayers will take advantage of
the three percent early payment,
and therefore the CED will make
up some money that way.

Trustees approved the tax rate
by a vote of 10-0, with Mark
Kirkpatrick of Post abstaining.

Another cause for lengthy
discussion was the topic of collec-
tion contracts. Some board
members preferred leaving col-
lection to the school districts.

On tax rate...

Others noted that the CED would
have more control by contracting
with collection agencies.

“‘We said we were going to keep
it simple; why complicate it?"
said Shock. ‘‘The schools have an
obligation by law to collect the
taxes and give it tothe CED."

“l think the schools have a

NEW LAW — Employees at the county motor vehi-
cle registration office check liability insurance
coverage in compliance with a new state law effec-
tive Sept. 1. The law requires proof of financial

system in place and | think we
ought to give it a chance and see
how it works,”” added trustee
Vick Burk of Rotan.

However, trustees took note

that Jayton ISD, because of a
standing contract between the
school district and its collection
agency, would incur expenses of

‘o

over $45,000 if the CED reverted
collection to the schools.

I think if we can save Jayton
$45,000 then this board certainly
ought to take that into considera-
tion,”” said trustee Terry Martin
of Snyder ISD.

“If the contract can lay out
(see CED, page8)
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responsibility when registering a vehicle, receiv-

ing a driver’s license or inspection sticker. Pic-
tured, left to right, are tax accessor Rona Sikes,
Jacqueline Wills and Linda Sellars. (SDN Staff

SISD public hearing slated

Snyder public schools trustees
will hold a public hearing to
discuss the 199192 tax rate at
12:30 p.m. Thursday in the
district administration office.

The hearing is one in a series of
meetings scheduled by Snyder
ISD. Last week, trustees voted to
exceed the effective tax rate
by at least three percent. By law,
the board must hold a public
hearing if it plans to exceed the
effective rate‘;)% that amount. In
accordance, ursday’s public
hearing was scheduled.

The rd is scheduled to for-
mally set the tax rate on Sept. 12.

Trustees were informed last.
week that a district tax rate of
43.3 cents per $100 valuation
would bring in $3,178,944, or the
amount needed to cover the

budget deficit.
Snyder ISD has approved a ten-
tative 1991-92 udget of

$13,952,425. Estimated revenues,
excluding local school district
taxes, but including $8,286,023 in
tax monies from County Educa-
tion District 11, total $10,576,719.
The difference between the ten-
tative budget and revenues is
$3,375,706.

Administrators have proposed
taking $200,000 f the fund
balance to pay for a roof for Cen-
tral Elementary and -two boilers
at Snyder Junior High, which
would trim the budget deficit to
$3,175,706. This would be the
@imount covered by local district
taxes at 43.3 cents per $100 valua-
tion o

Tuesday, County Education
District 11 board members set
the CED tax rate at 75.43 cents
per $100 valuation. Should Snyder
ISD decide to approve a 43.3-cent
rate, taxpayers would pay $1.1873
per $100 valuation. Last year’s
tax rate was 97 cents.

One issue expected to be ad-
dressed at Thursday’s public
hearing is teacher pay raises. No
raises are included in the ten-
tative 1991-92 budget, other than
routine step and career ladder
hikes. However, trustees have
said they will consider a pay
raise and have named a commit-

tee to study various proposals.

One such proposal which has
been mentioned would be to raise
all teacher salaries to $1,500
above state base. This proposal
would require about $100,000 in
additional funds for the 1991-92
year. A three-percent raise for
other staff, including administra-
tion, maintenance and support
personnel, would add another
$60,000 to the budget. To imple-
ment $160,000 in raises, the board
would need to hike the tax rate by
roughly 2.3 cents.

A 2.3 cent addition to the
estimated tax rate of 43.3 cents

would total 45.6 in local taxes.
Snyder ISD can impose a tax rate
of up to 55.27 cents without risk-
ing a rollback.

Hearing
on county
rate draws
no interest

A public hearing on the
county’s proposed tax rate Tues-
day night attracted no protests
and little public interest.’

With the exception of one coun-
ty resident who voiced no objec-
tion to the rate, county and
hospital officials were the only
ones in attendance at the meeting
in which commissioners and
County Judge Bob Doolittle
highlighted cuts they made in the
county’s 1992 budget of $5.2
million.

The hearing was on the propos-
ed tax rate of 37.87 cents per $100
valuation, just under the rollback
rate of 37.88 cents.

County officials noted that in
an effort to curb a $330,000 budget
deficit, $50,000 was cut from
court-appointed attorney fees;
$50,000 from health insurance;
and $35,000. from Cogdell
Memorial Hospital.

Additional trimming was need-
ed, so commissioners attempted
to cut 10 percent of controllable

expenses from all county depart-

ments,
‘““We received cooperation from
most department heads,” said

. commissioners.

‘“We tried to make realistic
cuts. We didn’t cut just to be cut-
ting,” said Precinct 2 Commis-

% sioner Roy Idom.

“I don’t see us making any
budget amendments. We'll have
to see that work is not being done
or customers are stacked in the
hall (before amendments are
made),”’ said Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner C.D. Gray of the budget
cuts.

Doolittle said the rate would be
adopted during Monday's
meeting of commissioners court.

With the new rate in place, a
tax of $90.89 would be rendered
on a $30,000 family home, in-
cluding an exemption of 20 per-
cent or $6,000. The tax on the
same home with last year’s rate
of 33.37 cents was $80.09.

This year saw a drop in the tax
base of some $50 million, raising
the effective tax rate to 35.16
cents. *

Cogdell board, Tech
officials plan meeting

Cogdell Memorial Hospital
board of trustees will meet with
representatives from Texas Tech
University Health Sciences
Center here Thursday to discuss
their relationship pertaining to

" The SDN Column s, oy weaumen

The feller on Deep Creek says, “One in-
dividual's red tape is another’s system. "’

During hard times, it's often easy to determine
that a place to cut back is on promotion. But
everybody knows if you don't tell your story, your
competitor certainly isn’t going to tell it for you

Long-time successful firms, even those with

giant market shares, believe that advertising and

promotion aré essential — both in good and bad

times

Each year, Wrigley's makes 14,000 tons of a
rubbery compound with ingredients also found in
paint, underwear-elastic and petrochemicals.
Machines roll out blobs of the stuff, slice it into
thin sticks and sheathe it in foil wrap

Chewing gum is a lucrative business, and
Wrigley's only business. Much like Coca-Cola's
dominance of the soft drink market, Wrigley's
holds an impressive 48 percent share of the chew-

ing gum sales

Wrigley's has ex
like dropping the five-piece pack that origina
sold for a nickel. After a 15-year absence, the
company brought back the five-stick pack and in-
creased its market share by four percent.

In the 1950s, when the Doublemint Twins made
their debut, the rest of the advertising world
hooted at the hokey concept. But what other peé-
ple laughed at still works today

Some critics contend that Juicy Fruit is a viola
tion of good manners, but what works makes for

Wrigley's is successful and must believe in the
old adage about ‘“‘dancing with the one that
brought you."
many of the themes that were developed when
Dwight Eisenhower was president.

Last year, Wrigley's increased its advertising
budget from $134 to $158 million, and the company
enjoyed sales of $2.4 billion. :

Its advertising pitches contain

rimented with some chlnﬁe.
ly

an even juicer bank account

the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice
The meeting is scheduled for

12:30 p.m.

Bernhard Mittemeyer, M.D.,
executive vice president of the
Health Sciences Center, and Jim
Lewis, executive assistant, will
be at the informal meeting

“It's an opportunity for both
sides to get together and talk
about the continued relationship
with Texas Tech and the TDCJ
contracts,” said Cogdell CEO
Tim Lancaster

Cogdell contracts through the
Health Sciences Center with the
TDCJ to provide healthcare and
g\armaceuucals for the Price

aniel Unit outside Snyder. Late
last month, the hospital was
notified that it had lost a $600,000
contract to provide phar-
maceuticals for the Clements
Unit in Amarillo

Lancaster confirmed that
trustees will ‘‘try one more time
to salvage that contract with the
Amarillo wunit,'’ during
Thursday's meeting




























