FotoVybes.com al lows ,use

By Joseph Basco John Love IlII, CFO of FotoVybes. Love alsois ~ On the FotoVybes website, users uploaded
jbasco@mrt.com the District 2 City Council represenative. amateur and professional looking photos from
“Events can be :omed by the nl:lendws SXBS(\)Wb.aOnc photo featured a person dressed up
| : from their point of view,” Love said. “Hundreds as. Fett from Star Wars; another was a shot
. ATudithr:e-person ?Ch su:ctup f;onﬂ zl.' dlacnd, and thousands can document the event from a of Sixth Street, the legendary downtown Austin
SCTRVERE i CUSPORS Srasast. O -ty Loun-  ,,nique perspective.” road where people walk freely from bar to bar
cil, hoped to gain new members for its real-time SXSW was the first festival for the groupto  during the 10-day festival because the road
photo sharing app during this year's South by try out their social media app, said Jose “Bo” becomes closed to vehicular traffic.
Southwest Interactive festival. Zertuche, a partner with FotoVybes. The group Love said the concept for FotoVybes began in
The app, FotoVybes, lets users upload photos  used QR codes, barcode-like symbols that 2008. Love, Zertuche and Kelly Cockerell, the
to the app’s website, fotovybes.com, to docu- smartphones can scan, as a high-tech way to 4
ment events such as SXSW in real time, said provide instructions for new users. Please see PHOTOS/4A
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ticket holder
rights

By Chris Tomlinson
Assoctated Presy

AUSTIN — When a Texan buys a
concert ticket. 1s 1t a hicense to have a great
time or does 1t become personal property
that can be sold or traded?

Texas lawmakers plan to take up the
question that has tnggered legislative hghts
in other states and could determine how
tickets for concerts. sports or any other
major event are sold. resold or even taken
away. An attempt to wrangle tickets to the
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo last
month put a spotlight on the problem.

The rodeo discovered that season ticket
holders. sponsors and others who had
tickets to a George Strait concert were
reselling their tickets. some for as high as
$11.000. Rodeo staft decided that resell-
ing the tickets for a higher value violated
the terms of the ucket and cancelled 5.000)
of them 1n order to resell the uckets to
someone else.

®, 0 & ® _ |
| That set oft a backlash from the ticket
FOOd competltlon helps Mldland klds | holders who claimed the uckets belonged
| to them. They claimed they should be
allowed to do anything they want with
By Tvler White Barbeque Society-sanctioned said. | their property. to include selling them at
b @y com event at the Scharbauer Sports The Boys & Girls Club is a m | whatever price th;“; m"“l"'“l: “””I_d dt:dlf . But
Complex’s Cimarex Energy national organization that offers | the fine pnint on those tickets made the ro-
B Food Etc. | deo’s revocation and re-i1ssue of the tickets

Pitmaster Moe Cason has Pavilion. | after-school programs for chil- | " s
slathered his signature barbecue But Saturday’s competition dren. The two Midland chapters m“:'aa'“gec":" | perff".“} penmwb‘lc.. \ o
. : - , . While some Texans found the revocation
flavor across the US. st cooking  8lso offesed financial benciits for  soe an average KX chikiren pmasters share | of their tickets outrageous. Tennesseans
compeﬁ[ions such as Saturday'g Midland’s BO}’S & Girls clubs, an week]y,. said David Chancellor. their secrets of had a different cxperiencc. Garth Brooks

Best of the Basin BBQ organization Cason said provided  executive director for the Boys & Sig".aém;ﬁt’ | put on a flood relief concert. but many

Championship. “positive structure” to his Girls Club of Midland. more photos from | of the tickets intended for victims and

The Des Moines, lowa, native  childhood. Monique Bottalico, the local the competition volunteers ended up with scalpers. who
said he enjoys the thnll of duk- “It’s the giving heart of the club’s director of community and sold them for three-times the face price.
iﬂg it out with fellow barbecue pUbIIC that allows the BQ}'S & P." LR The Tennessee chjh[u[un: 1S .._nngidenng
enthusiasts at the Kansas City Girls Club to flounish.” Cason Please see BARBECUE/4A a proposed law that would allow more re-
strictions to make sure that only the person
who buys a ticket uses it.

Event promoters say the goal is to stop

B County judge is a common thread | :irnminessiss

that most people can’t afford.

MIDLAND  in Midland’s skyscraper talks ot e e e, e

purchaser’s ID card serves as an electronic

ticket and is non-transferrable. In January,
ews last week of the possible In last week’s negotiations, the county Ticketmaster required 400 people who
Ndowmown construction of a 53-floor  judge was at the center of the deal that freed bought tickets for a Kid Rock concert in
“Energy Tower” fueled memones up the acreage where developers plan to Michigan to present an ID or the credit

Pitmaster Moe Cason tips his hat to satisfied tasters of his barbecue creation in the Best of the Basin BBQ Championship on Saturday at the
Scharbauer Sports Complex’'s Cimarex Energy Pavilion.

of another old building that jutted up sud- plant the skyscraper. Bradford signed off on card used to buy the ticket in order to gain

denly in the 1970s, as well as one of the the sale of the Midland County Courthouse admittance, sparking a warning from a lo-

players involved in decisions on both of the  to the city of Midland for a $2.22 million cal consumer group.

structures. price tag. Such rules present a challenge for
Mike Bradford, long a community leader Thirty-seven years ago, he was also a part corporations who buy tickets in bulk for

unafraid of heights, is the common denomi-  of the talks surrounding what became employees or to offer to their customers

nator in both of the Tall City’s would-be
sky’s-the-limit buildings. Please see 101/4A Please see TICKETS/4A
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. See which state had & Review of BiackBerry's new phone. Page 3A
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Dallas-Fort Worth Inter-
are frequently tasked with
sweeping venues, such

as Cowboys Stadium and
Rangers Ballpark in Ar-
lington, for bombs and fire-
arms before major events
and visits by dignitanes.
The grant-funded dogs

and their handlers are also
called to help investigators
across the region search for
tossed guns or spent shell
casings linked to cnmes.

But only the newest
member of the team, a
yellow Lab named Jasper,
is trained to spot would-be
suicide bombers. Known
as a vapor wake detec-
tion dog, Jasper can track
the scent of an explosive
being carried or worn by a
person, even in a crowded
area like a mall or a sports
venue.

“They will follow the
trail. They will take you
right to the person that
has explosives on them.”
Assistant Fire Marshal Ste-
phen Lea said. “The others
won’t do that™”

Fire officials showed
off Jasper and the other
dogs’ abilities to some City

lnﬂulhmh?pﬁoh.hwmdhm.w,
chews on his toy ball during interviews in Arlington. The Arlington

Fire

Council membeﬁnreccmly
during a tour of

new Mam Street office
downtown.

Arlington, which has
one of 468 bomb squads
nationwide, also added a
smaller explosive ord-
nance disposal robot this
year that not only can
climb stairs and pry open
vehicle doors but also can
maneuver through houses
and apartments to retrieve
bombs.

“It is designed to keep us
out of harm’s way,” Deputy
Fire Marshal Darin Nieder-
haus told the Fort Worth
Star-Telegram. “We would
rather damage a robot than
an individual.”

The Fire Department’s

Explosive Ordnance Disposal Team is in a new,
K9 teams in the same location in Arlington

six other canines are
trained to ignore odors

coming from people, which |

makes sense because they
typically work with peace
officers carrying firearms,
Lea said. They concentrate
on searching vehicles and
buildings. |

Vapor wake canines are
taught to find and follow
an odor trail even when the
person carrying or wear-
ing explosives has passed
through 10 to 15 minutes
earlier. |

The dogs, trained by Au-
burn University, are used
by agencies including the
U.S. Capitol Police, Am-
trak and the Transportation
Security Administration,
according to the school.

Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — A researcher 1s
people in the 1950s
who were part of one of the earliest gen-
erations of San Antonio’s Chicano barrio
gangs for an oral history project.

“If we don’t collect this history now, we
would lose it,” Mike Tapia, a criminologist
at the University of Texas at San Antonio
who is leading the academic study, told
the San Antonio Express-News.

So far, Tapia has interviewed 15 former
gang members for the project that will be
preserved at the Institute of Texan Cul-

gathering stories from

tures 1n San Antonio.

Tapia and survivors of that subculture
spoke about the project Saturday at the speak.
" annual conference of the National Asso-
ciation for Chicana.and Chicano Studies.
They told stories of addiction, imprison-
ment and deadly grudges in addition to

tales of redemption.

“Chicano gangs are a fixture in most
Southwestern communities, and they have
been since the 1930s or "40s,” Tapia said.
“There are still groups of boys who grow
up on the same block and form a gang.

In some cases, the gangs have spanned
decades. Tapia said he has met teenage
boys who claim the same gang affiliation

as their grandfathers.

In addition to preserving what many
view as an overlooked history, Tapia and
the participants hope the study yields les-
sons that benefit the current generation.

“Our goal is not to glonfy the activities

Project collects stories
of 1950s barrio gangs

or roles that gangs play in society,” said
Jose “Joe” Gallegos Jr., a former gang

member who now directs a group devoted
to drug and alcohol education. “By telhng
these stories, we can show positive alter-
natives to gang activity.”

Tapia’s interest in
1990s, when he was a gang social worker
in San Antonio. Over his years of aca-
demic research, he heard stories about the
old groups: El Ghostown, El Circle, La
Dot and Los Courts. He realized that little
about the subject could be found in print
and that the generation of gang members
was dying off.

the topic began in the

It’s been a challenge to locate former

develop

gang members and persuade them to
Some of the old inner-city gangs
were dispersed or wiped out by downtown
ment. Others are reluctant to come
forward. Of the 100 well-known members
so far identified in the study, most are

dead. The target age of this group is 73.

Also included in the project are sto-
ries of former law enforcement officers
who clashed with the

the speakers Saturday was retired Shenff
Ralph Lopez, who talked about growing
up in Las Colonias, a neighborhood where

opportunity was scarce.
Lopez said he accepted that other young

. Among

men around him pursued paths to cnnme

said.

while he became a Marine and a lawman.
He tried not to pass judgment because he
knew their hardships.

“We saw it, and we overcame it,” Lopez

Immigrants to be exhumed

in hopes of identifying

Associated Press

FALFURRIAS — Start-
ing in May, a group will
exhume the remains of
dozens of illegal immi-

grants laid to rest at Falfur-

rias Cemetery in South
Texas in hopes of identify-
ing them.

At the end of last year,
35 lmlmgrants who had
died in Brooks County
were still unidentified, and
immigrant groups called
for the use of DNA tests to
help with the process.

The San Antonio
Express-News reported
that the county’s decision
to partner with Baylor
University physical an-
thropologist Lori Baker’s
group Reuniting Families
to identify the remains
defused those tensions. But
challenges ahead for the
forensic anthropologists
include lost markers for
some of the graves.

Last year, ranchers and
law enfuwmem in Brooks
posing

hodh: *rbl.ll

remains of illegal immu-
grants — by far the most
in any Texas county. That
number was about double
what it was the year before
and six times higher than
in 2010.

Brooks County i1s a
patchwork of ranchland

with about 7,200 residents.

To circumvent the Falfur-
‘rias border checkpoint,
human smuggling routes
cut through miles of thick
brush in the rural county.
During summer months
in the area, temperatures
climb into the 100s.

Amid a rising number
of unidentified dead over
the past decade, Baker has
taken on the task of identi-

county along the U.S.
Mexico border processes

. immigrant remains.

For instance, while
Texas offers ghidance on
how to handle remains,
discretion and prac-
tices vary according to
jurisdiction.

“When we look at the to-
tal number of deaths on the
border, it’s very difficult to

said. “There are hungreds

of people reported miiss-
ing, and there are hundreds

of people unidentified,

and yet there’s no way of

plmmgthosetwoﬂnnp
right now.”

For fiscal year 2012,
the Border Patrol
463 migrant deaths
Sulhmmm
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Iu, Jr.

Pedro Santos, his sister, Car-
men Riojas, and his wife,
Consuelo.

Toby is survived by his
sons, Toribio "Toby" Santos
IV of Midland and Rodger
Santos and wife Dorsey of
Midland; his daughter Sonya
Santos and husband Randy
Barreraz of Midland; and his
sister Maria Louisa Guerra of
Nlmn Texas. Toby also had

o grandchildren and many
mecesandnephews

Family will receive friends
on Monday, March 25 at
Ellis Funeral Home from
6-8pm. A rosary will be held
on Wednesday, March 27 at
6:30pm at Finch Funeral
Chapel in Nixon, Texas. A
funeral mass has been sched-
uled for Thursday, March
28 at 10am at Saint Joseph
Catholic Church in Nixon,
Texas with intemment (o
follow at Bumolas Cemetery
in Smiley, Texas. Online
condolences - may be made at
www_ellisfunerals.com.

Ellis Funeral Home

Funerals & Cremations
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Edward Reynolds Ken-
nedy, Jr. of Midland, Texas
passed away on March 11,
2013. He was 89 years, 6
months and 20 days old. He
was born August 19, 1923 n
Sentinel Butte, North Dakota.
His parents were Edward
Reynolds Kennedy. Sr. and
Jeannette Cecilia Simard
Kennedy. Edward Reynolds
Kennedy Sr. was bomn in
1884 and passed away on
Easter Day 1960. Jeannette
Cecilia Simard Kennedy was
born January 6, 1891 and
lived to be 110 years old.
The Kennedy Family of Sen-
tinel Butte, ND owned a drug
store and a wholesale busi-
ness. Edward attended a one
room school in Sentinel
Butte. At the age of 16 he
graduated from high school.
Just before his 17th birthday
he left Sentinel Butte to at-
tend the University of Texas

in Austin. During World War
I1 he left the University and
served in the US. Army In-
fantry in France. He was se-
verely wounded there and re-
ceived a Purple Heart. Hc

| William Edward Dworsky:

y in 1975; hus

stcpdaughtcrs
y Fox and Ka-
Atchley Smith.

e is survived by his wife
of 37 years, Margaret Jones
Atchley Kennedy; daughter,
Blix Ann Kennedy Master-
son; son-in-law, Richard Earl
Masterson;  granddaughter,
Stephanic Ann Masterson
Guss and husband Michael
Lee Guss; great-grandson,

sister-in-law, Mrs. Bernard J.
Kennedy; niece, Coleen Ken-
nedy Roller and husband Lar-
ry -Roller; niece, Roberta
Kennedy Cary and husband
John Cary; nephew, James
Kennedy and wife Betty
Schroeder Kennedy: nephew.
Thomas Kennedy and wife
Melisa Schacher Kennedy:
four great-nieces: Liz Cary.
Canissa Kennedy Bertsch.
Katie Kennedy and Cassie
Kennedy; six great-nephews:
Chris Roller,
Andy Roller, Ben Roller.
Willie Roller and Jason Ken-
nedy,  step-granddaughter.
Kyndra Jm and husband
Bradley Jones; step great-

| grandsons, Myles Jones and

Kyle Jones. Edward also
leaves- behind his beloved
pets Pecos, his dog and Leo.
his cat.

As he wished. there will be
a celebration dinner honornng
Edward’s hfc on Monday.
March 25th at the La Bodega
Mexican Restaurant in Mid-
land, Texas at 5:30 p.m. He
requested friends and family
celebrate his life with good
times, food, and dnnk.
Please join us.

Memonals may be sent to:

Midland Humane Coalition
P.O. Box 4040
Midland. TX 79704

Grand Companions Humane
Society

P.O. Box 1156

Ft. Davis, TX 79734

St. Ann’s Catholic School
2000 W. Texas Ave.
Midland, TX 79701

Death Notices
Bruce Fink

Bruce Fink, 59, of Mud-
land, passed away on Friday,
March 22, 2013 m a local
hospital. Memorial services
will be held at 1:00 pm,
Wednesday, March 27, 2013
at Nalley-Pickle & Weich
Chapel in Midland.

Survivors include his wife,
Jennifer Fink: mother, Shir-
ley Gingras; sister, Luann
Goin and husband Randy;
band Tim; brother-in-law,
Patrick Becker; sister-in-law
Debra Wagenman; brother-

in-law, Andrew Becker and

Lorn; and numerous nieces

and nephews.

Arrangements are under
the direction of Nalley-Pickle
& Welch Funeral of

Midland.
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Associated Press

GALVESTON — Officals

that can cause
research facility

Laboratory
ficials suspect the missing

the investigation continues.

The medical branch said
is transmitted only
It is not believed to be

'
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say a vial containing a virus
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in Galveston, but tlnesmmw
believe there’s a threat to the
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For years, it was as much
a part of the businessman’s
uniform as a suit and tie.

That all began to change
when Apple introduced
the iPhone and Google’s
partners delivered their first
which proved that phones
also could be multime-
dia devices — capable of
playing video and holding
your music library. Black-
Berry’s phones offered
some of those features,
but they weren’t nearly as
capable as the competition.
As consumers increasingly
bought these new phones,
BlackBerry found itself
banking on its loyal business
customer base. But those
customers abandoned the
company, as well.

In short, BlackBerry finds
itself today in the same
position as IBM, which
helped create the personal
computer, in the early 1990s
— largely relegated to the
sidelines of a technological
revolution it helped foment.

Enter the BlackBerry
Z.10, a black slab of a phone
that is bit larger and feels
somewhat heavier than Ap-
ple’s iPhone5. Its screen 1S
large, bright and clear, it has
the usual USB port, cameras
on the front and back and
— unlike the 1Phone — the
back cover can be easily
popped off, allowing for
easy access to the SIM card
and battery. Physically, the
Z.10 looks and feels like just
about every other smart-
phone out there.

And like just about all of
the smartphones on the mar-
ket, the Z10’s keyboard 1s
a virtual one, only popping
up on the screen when it’s
needed. BlackBerry plans
to offer the Q10. which will
offer BlackBerry loyalists
the physical keyboard they
demand.

Both the Z10 and Q10 are
powered by BlackBerry's
new touch-based and much-
delayed operating system,
known as BlackBerry 10. It
works a lot like its Google
and Apple counterparts:
Opening an app 1s a point-
and-touch exercise, and you
can swipe through different
pages of applications with a
flick of your finger.

-
(] .
& ag
o

Mark Lenniharn/AP

The BlackBerry Z10 smariphone is displayed in New York.

The new operating system
allows users to access mul-
tiple apps at the same time,
just like your average An-
droid or Apple smartphone.
To switch between open
apps on an 1Phone, ym‘dl‘nt
the home button twice; with
the BlackBerry you simply
swipe your finger from the
bottom of the screen to the

top.
llhasallthefeatmes

ability to read PDFs, a maps
application and an iTunes-
like program that will play
and organize your music.
The music program is a
pretty thoughtful iteration of
what’s become a standard
utility: It’s well-designed
and easy 1o use.

BlackBerry 1s even pre-
installing some commonly
used social-networking
applications such as Face-
book, Twitter and LinkedIn.
However, the Facebook and
Twitter apps aren't as well-
integrated into the operat-
Ing system as they are on
Apple’s 10S, which makes
it harder to share Web pages
and other content on your
social networks.

Its app store, dubbed
BlackBerry World. had
more than 70,000 apps as
of September — including
apps from the New York
Times and the Wall Street
Journal . United Auirlines
and Amazon’s Kindle .
However, 1t still lacks a
lot of important apps: The
Washington Post doesn't
have a BlackBerry app, nei-
ther do Amencan Airlines or
Southwest Airlines. Netflix
and Instagram are absent.
as well.

In 1ts advertising for the
phone. BlackBerry has
placed a special emphasis
on the “Hub,” which puts all
your emails, Facebook and
Twitter notifications, text
messages and phone calls 1n
one place.

The upside 1s that 1t
unifies all your communi-
cations in one place. The
downside 1s that it treats
all these different forms of
communication like 1t treats
email, which 1s maddening
in its own special way. But
it’s nice to see a phone com-
pany that’s trying to break
the siloing that’s become
endemic with smartphone
applications.

The BlackBerry’s digital
keyboard also has a nifty
auto-complete feature that
guesses which word you're
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Intrusive and annoying auto-

complete feature, Black-

words just above vanious let-

ters on the keyboard and al-
lows you to pick which one
you want simply by flicking
your finger up. It’s another
welcome advancement to

a smartphone feature that
doesn’t really seem to have
been updated much in recent
years.

These are great improve-
ments, but they are improve-
ments around the edges of a
feature-set that was defined
by Apple and Google five
years ago.

And herein lies the prob-
lem for BlackBerry.

Its Z10 1s a more than
competent phone and the
operating system powering
it is more complete than
Apple’s or Google's was
when they launched them
years ago.

But Apple and Google
have continued to improve
on their offenngs, which
means BlackBerry's new
phone and operating system
fail to offer consumers a
compelling reason to pur-
chase their product over the
competition. And with 1ts
nivals as entrenched as they
are. that probably means
BlackBerry will remain a
bit player in the segment 1t
helped create.

IT IS CRITICAL that our nation experience a great mor
hefore 1t's 100

of His Spirit i
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from an infected donor in

guu:hne from the federally funded
United Network for Organ Sharing came
out in June, nine months after organs
from the Florida donor went to four pa-
tients. The guidelines urge caution when
considering donors with encephalitis, a
brain inflammation that is one symptom
of rabies. The Florida donor suffered from
the condition.

The only other known U.S. case of
rabies transmission through a transplant
occurred in 2004 in Texas. Four organ re-
cipients died, and the case helped stir the
creation of a UNOS committee dedicated
to reducing disease transmission through
transplants. The Disease Transmission
Advisory Committee was formed in 2006
as part of a government agreement with
the private group, based in Richmond, Va.

The committee said it took so long to
publish the encephalitis guidelines partly
because it had to gather and analyze
enough data about rare transmission
events to provide a solid basis for its
recommendations.

-The committee also decided to address
more common diseases first.

In 2010, it issued guidance on influenza,

suggesting that lungs and intestines from
donors infected with the HINI virus not
be recovered for transplant. In 201 1. the
panel published guidance on the cancer-

causing HTLV-1 virus. and last November,

recommendations on tuberculosis. The
group now is working on guidance for

. West Nile virus.

The encephalitis document urges
organ banks and transplant surgeons to
be cautious in considering organs from

' donors whose symptoms suggest a central
- nervous system infection. such as rabes.

It urges “extreme caution” when the
encephalitis appears to be from a virus.
The document lists the rabies virus as one

possible cause of encephalitis.
|
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m“tamedb a food-bormne toxin,
cunodmslltwaluﬁsh,sud

ciguatera,
Kathy Giery, director of LifeQuest Organ

Shesudnobndysuspecledlhcm
had rabies until after the Maryland recipi-
ent died. If they had, the organs wouldn't
have been offered, she said.

“The guidelines from 2012 were differ-
ent from what was in place in 2011, when
this took place, so for our cases today apd
going forward, | think everyone would be
aﬁing at this through a different lens,”

Giery said.

Dr. Michael Green, a University of
Pittsburgh pediatric surgeon and chairman
of the Disease Transmission Advisory
Committee, said a concem for rabies in
potential donors would call for extreme
caution. But he said every transplant car-
ries risk.

“In every instance, the transplant team
must weigh the rare nsk of donor disease
transmission against the possibly greater
risk that a candidate will die without a
transplant opportunity,” Green wrote 1n an
email.

Compared with other diseases, rabies 1S
rare. It kills just a handful of U.S. resi-
dents a year. Usually transmitted by a wild
animal bite, it’s almost always fatal once
symptoms appear. But the disease can be
stopped 1f a bitten person gets treatment,
including a senes of vaccinations, soon af-
ter exposurc . The people in Flonda. Geor-
gia and lllinois who also received organs
from Small have shown no symptoms and
are getting the vaccines.

Thirty-two other people 1n five states
who had close contact with the recipients
or donor also have been urged to get the
vaccine. according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.

Committee member Dr. Timothy Pruett.
surgical chief of the University of Minne-
sota transplant programs, said deaths from
transmitted diseases are hormble events —
but part and parcel of the organ donation
system.

.
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“Serving West Texas Since 1981"

Landscape & Water Features that Conserve Water, | 685-3521 “ _' :

Outdoor Rooms, Low Voltage Lighting Systems

www.franklinfoliage.com

India produces over a third of the world's tractors. That's
more than anyone else.

Skunk cabbage flowers can heat themselves up to 15°C
when the ambient temperature is -15°C.

eek (4
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1l and spiritual movement

{ for a powerful movement

/. Join us in this kingdom journey.

I mpie, who are called b name,
" will humble themselves and pray and seek
my face and turn from their wicked ways,
then will | hear from heaven and will
forgive their sin and will heal their land”

2 CHRONICLES 7:14
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Loraine St

Cluab meoetings,
support groups today

B Midiand Amatew Radio Club,
7-30 p.m., clubhouse, Loop 250 and
Lamesa Road; 561-9729.

8 Tall City VFW Post 7208, 1303

E. Taylor, bingo games 7 p.m.

Parts of Midland
experience water
Mpnﬂ—

officer said there were reports of low
water pressure Sunday night in west
Midiand. Officials contacted the water
plant and said pumps did nol kick in
at the elevated storage tank. Water
pressure started rising by at least
9:45 p.m. after pumps were turned

back on, according to the city.
Talk show schedules

News tak

KCRS (AM 550)

6-9 a.m. The Morning Drive with
Robert Hallmark and Kurt Verie:

9-11 a.m. Lynn Woolley

11 a.m.-2 p.m. Rush Limbaugh

2-5 p.m. Dave Ramsey

5-6 p.m. Local news reports

6-9 p.m. Roger Hedgecock

9-midnight Hugh Hewitt

Midnight-6 a.m. Coast to Coast
with George Noory

Web: hitp//www.newstalkkcrs.
comy

KWEL (AM 1070, FM 107.1)

6-10 a.m. Morning Show with
Craig Anderson

10 a.m.-noon, Neal Boortz (till Jan
21, then Herman Cain)

Noon-2 p.m. Glenn Beck

2-5 p.m. Sean Hannity

5-6 p.m. Jason Moore

6-8 p.m., Jerry Doyle

8-11 p.m. Mike Savage.

11 p.m.-6 a.m. The Music of Your
Life

Web: http://www kwel.com

Sport talk
KMND (AM 1510)

6-9 a.m. Mike and Mike in the
Morning

9 a.m.-noon The Herd with Colin
Cowherd

Noon-3 p.m. The Dan Patrick
Show

Other options

Contemporary Christian: KFRI
(FM 88.7), KLVW (FM 90.5)

NPR: KOCV (FM 91.3)

How to submit

B Births: Have information and
a picture about a newborn son,
daughter, grandson or granddaughter
you want in the paper? Call Managing
Editor Mary Dearen at 687-8852.

B Engagement, wedding anni-
versary or quinceanera announce-
ments: email write-up and photo
to weddings @ mrt.com. For more
information, call 682-6222.

B Education news: email infor-
mation and photo to Mary Dearen
at mdearen @mrt.com or Meredith
Moriak at mmoriak @ mrt.com. For
more information, call 687-8852.

B Religion news: email informa-
tion and photo to Features Editor
Megan Buck at mbuck @mrt.com. For
more information, call 687-8871.

B Business and oil industry
news: contact Oil Editor Mella
McEwen at 687-8860 or mmcewen@
mrt.com.

B Letters to the editor: email
to letters @ mrt.com or mail to 201 E.
Ilinois Ave., 79701. For more informa-
tion call 687-8852.

EZ Express

Leaves Downtown Midland: 6:15
am.7:15am 815am. 3:15pm.,
4:15p.m., 515 p.m.

Ballpark (6:40 a.m.), UTPB/EZ Rider,
Odessa)

Leaves Downtown Odessa: 6:15
am,715am 815am.  315pm.,

415pm., 5:15 p.m.

each other.

said. “My wife though

grilling skills.”

taking that off.”

clean pan.

Barbecue pitmasters share
secrets of signature flavor

Pr[;,uncap an'i?ead in Midland to host

‘Cooking with the Pros BBQ Class,”
a fundraiser for the Boys & Girls Club of
Midland, in conjunction with the Best of
the Basin BBQ Championship held Friday
and Saturday. Both were recently featured
on the Food Network show “Chopped™ and
will be in the upcoming season of “BBQ
Pitmasters.” They are co-owners of Whis-
key Ranch BBQ and are one of the few
husband and wife teams to compete against

Pitmasters Jennifer and Tommy

Class attendees were interested in leamn-
ing about smokers, seasoning rubs and
cutting and trimming meat. Rick Lanning
t | would enjoy this
class and gave it to me as a gift for Valen-
tine’s Day, and I am hoping to improve my

We were all looking forward to getting
tips from the pros even if we were grilling
in our backyards and not competing.

Jennifer began with chicken thighs,
preferring organic to regular because of the
better skin. She skillfully cut the fat off of
the skin. Tommy said, ““They call her a brain
surgeon due to her great knife skills.” After
the skin was trimmed, she rolled it around
| the thigh making neat little packages.

We learned when choosing ribs for
grilling, look for good marbling and round
bones about the size of the end of your
thumb (the round bones indicate younger
animals versus flat bones pf older pigs). If
you trim the ribs, handle the entire piece of
meat checking for shards of bone. When
purchasing vacuum packed meats, make
sure the seal is not broken and there 1s no

_air in the package. Jennifer also demon-
strated the art of taking off the membrane
on the back side of arack of rnbs. Using
a paper towel to grip the skin and a very
sharp knife. she was able to pull it care-
fully and remove it. Tommy said, ** Your
ribs will never turn out any better after

If you hate a messy prep area, Jennifer
told us to put a large trash bag over our foil
pan while seasoning and storing meats.
Once you put the meat on the grill, you can
throw the bag away and you will still have a

We were reminded when cutting a brisket
to “always cut against the grain of the
meat.” She demonstrated cutting a small
comner off of the brisket against the grain to
remind you the right angle to cut the meat
after it comes off the grill. Usually you can

Foop ETcC.

Email Joan Huff at
foodetcmrt@aol.com.

Trimming a brisket was quite a task and
when Jennifer was finished, the entire slab
of meat was amazingly of uniform height.

Tommy discussed sauces and suggested
adding additions to familiar barbecue sauc-
es including butter, apple juice, apple juice
concentrate, agave nectar, pineapple juice or
honey, tasting as you go to find something
unique for your palate. Jennifer suggested
spraying your chicken with “I Can’t Believe
it’s Not Butter” or pineapple juice to keep
it moist while cooking. Lawry’s Season-
ing Salt is a favorite flavoring agent used
in their cooking in addition to an arsenal
of other rubs and mixtures, many that they
have created themselves.

When rubbing meat with seasoning. they
recommend putting the rub on and letting 1t

“sweat” before you turn the meat to sprinkle

the other side. The meat will almost look
wet as the spices are being absorbed. They
season all sides of the meat, even on the
edges of the rnibs, making sure to put flavor
everywhere. Injecting the meat with juices
including ginger ale, 7-Up and peach nectar
or a variety of other mixes that can be found
at groceries or online always add to the
flavor of meats. Jennifer demonstrated the
injection process at about 1” intervals on a
brisket and pork butt.

The ease at which the Duncans prepared,
seasoned and injected various meats for
the competition demonstrated their years
of experience. They have perfected their
seasonings and continue to add new flavor
combinations which they encouraged us to
try at home with our own favorite flavor-
ings. And, when grilling, it’s “low and
slow!” for the best results

As attendees of the cooking class, we
wereallinviwdtobconthe“Smkedtoﬂle
Bone” cook-cff team and “compete™ along-
side the Duncans. We all mainly watched
on Friday and Saturday asking questions
and leaming more about grill setup and
the competition side of barbecue. Saturday
afternoon the winners were announced and
we were very excited that out of 59 teams,

mﬁmmm tell, but sometimes, after seasoning and the Duncans took home a 2nd in chicken,
(5:55 p.m.) Midiand College, Down- gnlhngntnsl;mﬂtosecﬂ:roughtothemat an 8th in brisket and 7th overall.
town Midland) : ~
FF:'ﬁMbrm
a Service,
visit: hitp:// www. B T
v e yoaeharmac ARBECUE
From 1A Duncan said they like to competitors, Cason and
Feedback N gauge their succéss by how  Tommy Duncan both said
resoutce velopment, said  much they give back tothe  a cook can have a specialty,
The Reporter- :wm the group needs more fund- community. but success means excelling
Wm m“n:rmﬁ ing to keep membership Saturday’s competition at all four meat categones.
in our community. costs at $10 a year per child. required the 59 teams to Even with well-known
il comments: Once you Volunteer Jana Asebedo  cook and tumn in four meat cooksmtown,Mlcﬂand
finish the story, see what MyWest- said Midland’s population dishes: chicken, pork rib,
Texas readers are writing at the boom has stressed the club’s  pork and brisket.
comments section. _ | two locations in the Tall Midlander Howard
Jmm City. But Bottalico said the -~ Thomas, Plains Pipeline
Telegram. weekend’s cooking compe-  construction manager,
B Twitter: Follow us orsendusa | tition offered a great oppor-  cooked for the company’s
tweet via @mwinews or @mwisparts | tunity to raise that money team and said there is an
through donations, sponsors  element of luck as teams
What is Passover? | .. other proceeds, as well anffwmwmpﬂm
The eight-day festival of Passover as spread group awareness er.
's celebrated in the early spring. to the community. “You get all types of
from the 15¢th through the 22nd Chancellor said the club’s  people out here, and their
of the Hebrew month of Nissan.t | goal was to raise $50,000 taste buds are different,” he
commemorajes the emanoipation of | this weekend for the clubs md.
the lsmees from siavery in ancient | i, Miidland. While he did Almand, member
eam Fishing Shirt, said
metcy tasty ribs is to
cook “low and slow and
(drink) a good cold beer.”
Cason, who has competed
in the second and third sea-
sons of “BBQ Pitmasters,” a
Monday, March 25, the Destination American real-
dmanmnmm ity show, of TLC,
uhn said being a cook is
important, but the meat

,The Jewish holiday duo Tomm o‘y
rEMlan

determines

—'And'n f,lﬂ- s !

From 1A

third partner, were brain-
storming for technological
ideas, but the technology,
such as smartphones and
smart TVs, was not popu-
lar back then, Love said.

Now, as technol-
ogy caught up, Love said
everyone has a screen In
their pocket, which allows
people to share anywhere
at anytime.

“FotoVybes allows at-
tendees to submit photos
as seen by the audience,”
Zertuche said. “We pro-
vide an app that eliminates
the needs for monitors on
a wall to share photos. TV
screens are now secondary

| to smartphones.”

TickEeTs

From 1A

or friendly politicians. Tour
groups also oppose tighter
restrictions because they
often buy tickets in bulk to
include in package deals.

In Texas, though. law-
makers pride themselves
on property rights and free
markets, and lawmakers are
considering a proposed law
would go in the opposite
direction.

Rep. Rene Oliveira, D-
Brownsville, authored HB
3041, a bill that would ban
the ticket seller from stop-
ping the resale or transfer of
the ticket. limiting the price
the ticket holder can charge
for it or requiring an ID to
use the ticket.

Next week Oliveira 1s
expected to bring his bill up
before the House Business
and Industry Commuttee,
which he leads. Sen. Larry
Taylor, R-Galveston, has a
similar bill in the Senate.
The measure is supported
by a group called Fan
Freedom, an advocacy.
group that includes ticket
resellers, fans and consumer
advocacy groups. The group
believes that major ticket
agencies have too much
power over the market.

Both sides of the argu-

101

From 1A

Midland’s tallest edifice.
Though he had a much
lower profile in those days,

Bradford, who had been
hired as a recruiter for First
National Bank, was in the
office the day former bank
chairman Jno. P. Butler
walked inta Bradford’s
office.

“When we added on to
the bank in the 1970s, that
was a fun time,” Bradford
said recently. “Mr. But-
ler came in and told me
one day in 1976 that we
were going to expand the
bank, so I'm wondering
what location is he talking
about. And Mr. Butler said,
‘You're in it. We're going
to add 16 stories to this
building.’ I said, ‘Excuse
me?’”

Two years later, it was
done.

FELONYARRESTS

female driver and a baby.
The mother and son were
in critical condition at Mid-
land Memorial Hospital as
of Saturday afternoon, Hig-
gins said. There were no
l.pmmmm
as of 6 p.m. on Sunday.
Dispatch sent police at
10:15 p.m. to the crash.

Zertuche said Foto-
Vybes is targeted toward
tech-savvy young adults
and can be used for events
both public and private.

But going forward, in
the era of Facebook, Twit-
ter, Instagram and Vine,
Zertuche said a challenge
they’re going to face is
recruiting new users to the
capacity that the app al-
lows. Love said the app 1s
meant to be used beyond
the photo takers; it’s also
for the viewers, whether
they’re in Midland or
England.

“Our mission i1s to
provide the most accurate
account of an event.” Love
said.

ment promise that their
solution will guarantee
greater access to tickets,
but for completely different
reasons.

Ticket sellers said that
with greater power, they
can shut down scalpers who
buy up blocks of tickets and
deny normal fans the chance
to buy at the regular price.
They also complain that the
artist and venue don’t get to
share in the profit from the
higher ticket pnices.

Yet supporters of ticket-
holder rights said ticket sell-
ers are the problem. Tickets
for the biggest events can
sell out within minutes of
going on sale, not because
the demand is so high, but
because many of the tickets
are reserved for fan clubs,
sponsors or people enrolled
in elite credit card pro-
grams. It is not unusual for
more than half of tickets to
be reserved before they go
on sale to the public.

Texas lawmakers will
hear testimony and look
into the issue over the next
few weeks and decide how
to balance what is best for
the ticket sellers and buyers.
Other states will certainly
be watching to see what
Texas does.

The addition of the extra
floors moved First National
Bank and its 24 floors past

the Wilco Building, which

had a mere 22 floors. It has

been the tallest structure 1n

Midland since those upper

16 floors opened in 1978.
The Wilco Building

had been advertised as the

tallest building between

Fort Worth and Phoenix,

a distinction that First Na-

tional Bank grabbed upon

its completion.
The new Energy Tower,

when opened, will be the
sixth tallest structure In
all of Texas, taller than
anything in Fort Worth, El
Paso, Austin, San Anto-
nio — or Phoenix, for that
matter.

Patterson’s book, “A
History of Character: The
Story of Midland, Texas,”
will be completed this year.

Brittany C. Arrington, 26, aommm-ms-nm
on a third or more charge of driving while intoxicated.
Deborah A. Brown, 43, of Midiand, was amested Saturday on

a charge of robbery.
Ishmaei

37, of Midland, wag arrested Saturday on

a charge of assault on a family or househbld member by imped-

ing breathing.

Joe A. Hernandez i, 18, of Midland, was arrested Saturday
on a charge of obstruction or retaliation.
Vicente A. Hernandez, 35, of Midland, was asrested Saturday

on a third or more charge

of driving
M:lmﬂ.dmﬂwsmmyma

while

a--lo.n.um of Midiand, was arrested Saturday on a
Mded’WMhﬂM1m
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ily’s priest, the Rev. Don
Faman, said.

The Bresettes, a family
of seven, took a weeklong

vacation to Destin, Fla.. and |

were about to fly home to
Overland Park, Kan., when
the arrival-departure sign
fell.

Luke Bresette. 10,
was killed. His brother,
5-year-old Tyler, suffered a
concussion. His 8-year-old
brother, Sam, had a broken
leg and nose. Tyler was let
out of a children’s hospital
Sunday.

OREGON

Unlucky home hit twice

by 2 different drivers

ALOHA —
Aloha home has been the
crash-landing site of two
different people suspected
of drunken dnving.

In the first crash, on
Wednesday, Washington
County sheriff’s deputies
came upon the crash scene
and arrested the dnver on

DUII charges, but the home

didn’t sustain any damage
and no one was injured.

Then, on Friday, police
found 26-year-old Kim-
berly Veed, of Portland.
wedged inside her 2003
Honda Accord, which was
itself wedged between two
homes, causing substantial
damage.

Veed failed field sobriety
tests and her blood-alcohol
content was more than
twice the legal lmt.

One unlucky

Daily Lunch Specials

2 MEALS & s
2 DRINKS 1 5
PLUS QUESO
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ger the billions of dollars in
revenue from their patented
products in order to recover
the billions they spend
developing new drugs. And
both the large companies
and the generic makers say
the marketing of generics
often is hastened by these
deals.

The justices will hear the
argument Monday.

Such pay-for-delay deals
arise when generic compa-

| nies file a challenge at the

Food and Drug Adminis-
tration to the patents that
give brand-name drugs a
20-year monopoly. The
generic drugmakers aim to
prove the patent is flawed
or otherwise invalid, so
they can launch a generic
version well before the pat-
ent ends.

Brand-name drugmak-
ers then usually sue the
generic companies, which
sets up what could be years
of expensive litigation.
When the two sides aren’t
certain who will win, they
often reach a compromise
deal that allows the generic
company to sell its cheaper
copycat drug in a few years

Sandy Scott bronze elephant

amqtr desk. diming

chair and ottoman. refngeral

wonB‘:'Dattnalcommredto
82 won b

in settlement deals, and 25
were dropped.

Generic drugs account
for about 80 percent of all
American prescriptions for
medicines and vaccines, but
a far smaller percentage of
the $325 billion spent by
U.S. consumers on drugs
each year. Generics saved
American patients, taxpay-
ers and the healthcare
system an estimated $193
billion in 2011 alone, ac-
cording to health data irm
IMS Health.

But government ofhicials
believe the number of
potentially anticompeti-
tive patent settlements is
increasing. Pay-for-delay
deals increased from 28 to
40 in just the last two fiscal
years and the deals in fiscal
2012 covered 31 brand-
name pharmaceuticals,
Federal Trade Commission
officials said. Those had
combined annual U.S. sales
of more than $8.3 billion.

The Obama adminis-
tration argues the agree-
ments are illegal if they're

MOVING SALE
2100 North “L”’ S

March 26th. — 10 am - Em
Wedmsjay March 27th, — 10am -
bookends. 16 x 9 Sisal rug, 169" 1‘)
Onctla!mg I[l(‘luppi:mlaltgz:mcham fine antique roll top
desk, pamted cupboards. bar Chippendale
table with an iron base. small pine cupboard.
office desk and credenza. mounted Nilgas head. marrors. lamps.
decorative items, “Puebla” serving preces, games, great books.
greenhouse plants, sleeping bags. miniature upholstered rocking
or, linens, Octane Fitness Exerciser,
Plnggoli:.ltbsm:inm

Judl“.lackson‘s Estate Sales
major credit cards accepted

treet

style bench. small

Dolly P. Doctor, MD

- ™\ Board Certiied in Internal Medicine
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drug AndroGel in August
2015. Solvay agreed to
pay Watson an estimated
$19 million-$30 mallion
annually, government of-
ficials said. The patent runs
until August 2020. Watson
agreed to also help sell

the brand-name version,
AndroGel.

AndroGel, which brought
in $1.2 billion last year for
AbbVie, is a gel applied to
the skin daily to treat low
testosterone in men. Low
testosterone can affect sex
drive, energy level, mood.
muscle mass and bone
strength.

The FTC called the deal
anticompetitive and sued
Watson, now called Actavis
Inc.

The 11th U.S. Circunt
Court of Appeals in Atlanta
rejected the government's
objections, and the FTC
appealed to the Supreme
Court.

The federal district and
appellate courts both ruled
against the government,
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“By doing what the FTC
wants, you're going to hurt
consumers rather than help
them,” said Paul Bisaro,
CEO of Actavis of Parsip-

pany, N.J.
Bisaro said consumers

will save an estimated $50
billion just from patent set-
tlements involving Lipitor,
the cholesterol-lowering
drug made by Pfizer Inc.,
of New York, that reigned
for nearly a decade as the
world’s top-selling drug.
Lipitor’s patent ran until
2017, but multiple generic
companies challenged it.
Pfizer reached a settlement
that enabled Actavis and
a second company to sell
slightly cheaper generic
versions starting Nov. 30.
2011 and several other ge-
neric drugmakers to begin
selling generic Lipitor six
months later. The price then
plummeted from Phzer's
$375 to $530 for a three-
month supply. depending
on dosage, to $20 to $40
for generic versions.
Because genenc com-
panies tend to challenge
patents of every successful
drug. the FTC’s position
would impose onerous
legal costs on brand-name
drugmakers and limit their
ability to fund expensive
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drugstore gmups have lined
up to support the Obama
administration in this case.

“AARP believes it is in
the interest of those fifty
and older, and indeed the
public at large, to has-
ten the entry of gencnc
prescription drugs to the
marketplace,” said Ken
Zeller, senior attorney with
the AARP Foundation
Litigation. “Pay-for-delay
agreements such as those at
issue in this case frustrate
that public interest.”

The American Medi-
cal Association, the giant
doctors’ group, believes
pay-for-delay agreements
undermine the balance be-
tween spurring innovation
through patents and foster-
ing competition through ge-
nerics. AMA President Dr.
Jeremy A.. Lazarus said.
“Pay for delay must stop
to ensure the most cost-
effective treatment options
are available to patients.”

Drugstores also be-
lieve pay-for-delay deals
“pose considerable harm
to patients because they
postpone the availability of
genernic drugs, which limats
patient access 0 generc
medications,” said Chnssy
Kopple. of the National
Association of Chain Drug
Stores.
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B Attempt to break language ‘
barrier is worth its weight in gold. -

S omething bordering on the miracu-
lous at my community
high sc the other night: The
parents who speak only Spanish were
included and respected in a meeting in a
way that did not turn the whole thing into
a big, fat mess. -

In the past, the school district’s well
intentioned efforts to include non-English-
speaking parents in assemblies had turmed
them into long, plodding exercises in
maintaining focus through short bursts
and long pauses.

A presenter would impart a message
in chunks and a translator would repeat
the information in Spanish. Invariably,
the English speaker would go for way too
long without breaking to let the translator
catch up. Then the Spanish information
would stream out, sometimes too quickly
to understand.

The crowd would get shifty and ex-
asperated because both audiences were
waiting to hear the portion that was for
them. The presentations would take twice
as long as they would have in a single
language, and some parents left agitated.

When piling out of the gymnasium or
auditorium, it was not uncommon to hear
loud complaints of English-only speakers
of the sort that would usually be limited to
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printed in two languages.

Such is life in a community that was
once strictly blue-collar white and over
the course of a very few years became 50
percent Hispanic. You don’t have to hang
around the local coffee shops too long
before you hear someone grousing that
the signs on Main Street businesses are
increasingly only in Spanish. |

The dual-language school assemblies
were a nightmare — at least half the
crowd felt left out at any given moment —
and it reinforced to longtime residents that
their new neighbors were making things
worse, not better.

So imagine my surprise when I at-
tended a recent meeting in which the
Spanish-speaking families were outfitted
with discreet headsets streaming real-time
translation from a school employee.

A quick check around the room showed
an equally engaged audience that was
seamlessly following the featured speaker

mary language of their community. I, too,
wish that our financially struggling, aca-
demically failing schools weren’t further
by the intense needs of children
and parents who can barely communicate
in English.

But even when attacked with fervor,
English-language acquisition doesn’t
always happen quickly enough to make it
possible for parents to actively participate
in their child’s education without some
help.

According to the National Education
Policy Center’s just-released brief on
English-language leamers (ELLs) and pa-
rental involvement, these students mainly
attend schools with few resources and
low instructional capacities and have high
communication barmers to overcome.

The No. 1 tonic for clearing those obsta-
cles is strengthening parental involvement

in school. Among many best-practice
recommendations, such as recruiting ELL
families as volunteers and audiences and

including them in school governance, is
the practice of providing translators for all
key parent meetings.

As you can see, that’s easier said than
done — even the best-intentioned solu-
tions can end up feeling oppressive and
divisive.

Thankfully, my school district realized
how ineffective meetings had become and
was able to find a workable solution to the
tricky puzzle of maintaining a welcom-
ing school environment for non-English
speakers that avoids further segregating
the community.

A district representative told me that
the set-up had just arrived and 1'd been
among the first to witness the new system
in action. And I was asked to make sure |
told the school’s administration how much
I liked it.

You see, such a system isn’t exactly
cheap — and there are some who would
make the argument that it was an invest-
ment that could have been made in other
materials benefitting the entire student
body.

But I'd disagree. The inconspicuous
translation services benefit everyone. As
far as I'm concerned, any system that both
accommodates a second language and
equally respects all the cultures present in
a school community is worth its weight in
gold.

OUR VIEW

Drug demand has
become another product
of increased population

e are continuing to learn.that expanding our population
Wbase not only brings added business opportunities for
the area, but it also brings some added challenges.
We saw another example of that this past week when a Drug
Enforcement Administration report said that the area’s increased

population has resulted in an increase in the demand for drugs

such as methamphetamine.

According to the DEA. the population growth has supplied a
developing market and traffickers are seizing the opportunity to

fill the demand.

The DEA claims that for the fiscal year 2013, about 70 percent
of the DEA’s criminal investigations involved meth trafficking.
That’s a huge increase from the year before, when meth traffick-
ing was involved in only 15 to 20 percent of cases.

It’s not apparently clear as to why this sudden shift in meth use
has occurred. but it is clear that there 1s a growing market here for

the drug.

We've heard for years that the Midland-Odessa area has been a
major point in transit for drugs coming out of Mexico. Now, how-
ever, Midland-Odessa is becoming more known as a destination.

The DEA also said marijuana continues to be the most popular
and accessible drug in the region. There also continues to be a

demand for powder and crack cocaine.

Unfortunately, rapid population growth also brings a lot of
societal ills with it. We now are seeing this play itself out with
increased drug activity. The problem i1s compounded in our area
due to the near proximity to the source of the drugs, which come

almost entirely out of Mexico.

There are appealing things to come out of this current boom ac-
tivity: jabs are available, people are working and we continue to
enjoy one of the lowest unemployment rates in the entire nation.
Businesses are making money, and the entire area is flourishing.

However, we are learning step by step that an economy on fire
also contains some inherent problems associated with unfettered

growth.

Of course, we have already seen how our housing shortage can
limit what we want to do. And we’ve seen the negative impact on
‘our city infrastructure, roads, education and available workforce.
And now we see an increase in drug trafficking. There’s a lot
on our plate left to correct, even in the good times.
~ The key is to face our problems head-on in a pro-active manner
as they arise and try to stay ahead of the curve. Eventually, the
curve will level out. and we’ll be in position to take advantage of

the growth on our terms. - .

It’s a major challenge but one that is worth the-time and the
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Obma succeeds at doing nothing

B Kibitzer-in-chief has a good time,
doesn’t accomplish much durnng
Middle East trip.

n Israel last week, President Obama was quite
the kibitzer.

He kibitzed — Yiddish for offering unsolic-
ited chatter, jokes or advice — about the stripes
on the tarmac at Ben Gunion Airport. He kibitzed
about Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's fam-
tly and about being a lefty. He kibitzed about the
weather and gardening. He kibitzed about Israel
President Shimon Peres’ health, a mechanical
snake, a chandelier and the relative troubles pre-
sented by Congress and the Knesset.

He even kibitzed on a visit to Yitzhak Rabin's
grave Friday, as overheard by reporters in the
White House press pool: “Bibi arranged for
perfect weather ... Shimon plied me with wine ...
[Rabin] had a great speaking voice. ... I can sing.
They had me on YouTube.”

Obama didn’t accomplish much of substance:
no obvious progress toward talks with the Pal-
estinians and no new ground in deterring Iran’s
nuclear program or Syria’s chemical weapons. But
the Israelis, who had been suspicious of Obama’s
commitment to the Jewish state, were delighted
by the attention. “He had us at ‘Shalom’” was the
headline on an analysis in The Jerusalem Post.

The trip was so successful that it could provide
Obama with a road map (to use the monbund term
from peace talks) for success in his second term in
areas beyond the region. Call it the triumph of low
expectations: When your goals are less ambitious,
they are easier to meet.

When he came into office in 2009, Obama had
encouraged the belief that he could bring peace to
the world and prosperity to the American economy
and still be home for lunch. Now, after a humbling
four years, he has lowered his sights. White House
officials discouraged any belief-that the Israel tnp
was about something other than good will.

When reporters asked Michael Oren, the Israeli
ambassador to the United States, about the early
stages of the trip, he replied: “This is fantastic. We
have not had to talk business yet.”

Obama began his presidency with hopes of being
an honest broker between Israelis and Palestimans.
“The situation for the Palestimian 1S intoler-
able,” he said in his Cairo speech four years ago
proclaiming “it is time for us to act.” Construction
of Isracli settlements, he noted, “violates previ-

- ous agreements and undermines efforts to achieve

peace. It is time for these settlements to stop.”
Two years later, Obama alarmed Israel when he
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proclaimed that “the borders of Israel and Pales-
tine should be based on the 1967 lines with mutu-
ally agreed swaps.”

But on this trip, he stood in Ramallah with Pal-
estinian President Mahmoud Abbas and encour-
aged the Palestinians not to “put the cart before the
horse” by demanding a settlement freeze before
entering peace talks.

Speaking to Israeli students in Jerusalem,
Obama was philosophical. “I know that only
Israelis can make the fundamental decisions about
your country’s future,” he said. He told them he
had proposed “principles on territory and secunty
that I believe can be the basis for |peace] talks —
but for the moment, put aside the plans and the
process. I ask you, instead, to think about what can
be done to build trust between people. ... That's
where peace begins — not just in the plans of
leaders, but in the hearts of people.”

Even a heckler demanding the release of Jona-
than Pollard, a spy for Israel, didn’t interfere with
Obama’s friendly spint. “l have to say we actu-
ally arranged for that because it made me feel at
home,” he told the crowd.

Gone were Obama’s demands. Suppressed were
his lofty ambitions. And absent were expectations,
in his audience and among the American public,
that he would achieve a peace breakthrough. It was
a tacit admission of failure, yet everybody seemed
happier with the scaled-back aspirations.

Obama expressed particular delight in the
ceremonial parts of his visit, such as toasting
Peres, the 89-year-old president. “Mmm, that’s
good wine,” he said after requesting a fresh glass.
“Actually, we should probably get this out of the
photograph. All these people will say I'm having
too much fun in Israel.”

Earlier, Obama planted a magnolia tree in the
president’s garden. “l want everyone to know, this
was on Air Force One,” he said. Shoveling earth,
he added: “And we’re very good gardeners.”

After the ceremony, Israeli officials said the tree
would be inspected for pests and that it might need
to be dug up. But that didn’t matter: The point was
the gesture — not whether or not it took root.
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