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F US Employment
" Hits Level Of

Column

Keeping tab on our neighbors:

The Post Dispatch notes that if federal revenue
sharing should be discontinued, the City of Post
would have to increase its taxes by 30.9 per cent and
Garza County would have to increase its taxes by 24.9
per cent to maintain services at the current level.

These estimates came from Bob Bullock, state
comptroller. He also had indicated some lesser in-
creases for Snyder and Scurry County if revenue

should be hailted, but any such figures here

be somewhat misleading. Both the city and
county here have used revenue sharing for ‘‘extras’
utine operations. So, the revenue

funds, although they have helped on some

jects such as the zgriculture-livestock exhibit

building at the coliseum, are not exactly vital to the
operation of local government.

*x X X

Tommy Hart of the Big Spring Herald reports that
one acid critic of Congress said recently that the only
things the elected gentry in Washington can agree
on are (1) plans to increase their salaries, (2) raise
taxes, (3) blast the party of the opposition, (4) dream
up new forms for taxpayers and businessmen to fill
out, (5) take trips to foreign lands to ‘‘study”’ their
problems, and above all, (6) make profound
statements.

1 think most of us willk agree with his statememnt
that we're getting quite a bit more government than
we're paying for,"” concluded Hart.

And he might have added, quite a bit more than we

*x K %

Walter Buckel of the Lamesa Press-Reporter says
there is a sign on a dry cleaning establishment in Las

Vegas, Nev., that reads: ‘“While you're here, why’

don’t you have your clothes cleaned, too??

*x % X

The Borden Star has this advice: “Cheerfulness is
contagious, but don’t wait to catch it from others. Be a
Jarrier —WACIL McNAIR.

*x % X
Today In History

By The Associated Press

Today is Friday, March 5, the 65th day of 1976.

There are 31 days left in the year.
Today's highlight in history:

On this date in 1770, British troops and a Boston
crowd clashed. The incident became known as the
Boston Massacre and hastened the American

Revolution.
On this date:

In 1768, the Spanish took possession of New Orleans

from the French.

In 1798, French forces occupied Bern, Switzerland.

In 149, Zachary Taylor was inaugurated as the
12th American president.

In 1868, the U.S. Senate was organized into a court
of impeachment to decide on charges against
President Andrew Johnson.

In 1877, the 1%th U.S. president, Rutherford Hayes,
was inaugurated.

In 1853, Soviet Premier Josef Stalin died in Moscow
after 29 years of power.

Ten years ago: A British jetliner hit Japan's Mount
Fuji, killing all 124 persons aboard, including 84
Americans.

Five years ago: In Turkey, there were clashes

between students and troops searching for four
American airmen who had been kidnaped.

One year ago: Arab commandoes landed on a
beach at Tel Aviv in Israel, shot their way into a hotel
and held some 40 guests and employes as hostages.

Bicentennial footnote: Two hundred years ago
today, the British besieged in Boston planned an
assault on Americans who had just occupied strategic
Dorchester heights, but heavy rains forestalled the

* X X
The Weather

SNYDER TEMPERATURES: High Thursday, 67

degrees;-low, 31 degrees; reading at 7 a.m. today, 31
degrees.

Northwest and Southwest Texas: Mostly fair
through Saturday. Low tonight 25 north and moun-
tains to 38 south. High Saturday 59 north to 76 south.

North Central and Northeast Texas: Partly cloudy

through Saturday in southeast. Fair elsewhere. Low

Somigh 38 nertieveat to £ svuthenst. High Saturdey 86

MCmtnlmdSoutheutTe:u Slight chance
of thundershowers tonight mainly in Southeast
Texas. Clearing Saturday. Low tonight near 40 north
to near 60 south. High Saturday 65t0 75. -

Port Arthur to Port O’Connor : Small craft

in el ort o 818 o nte gt 1ot
tonight.

Seas 6 to 8 feet aritl gradually diminishing

Port O’Connor to Brownsville: Small craft
in effect. North winds 10'to 15 knots late tonight and
m uomcmmmm

HONE YCOMB—George Middleton of College Park,

Md., an

IBM systems

engineer, holds a four-inch data cartridge—there are 3,382—which is kept in this
new.computer storage unit named “"TELOPS.” Being developed for NASA, the
unit will handle 169.1 billion characters of information fransmitted by 25 U.S.

scientific satellites now orbiting the earth.

(AP Wirephoto)

Ford Shakes Up Farm
Policy-Making Machinery

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) —
President Ford, making a pitch
for the farm vote in [llinois, to-
day announced a major shake-
up his farm policy-making ma-
chinery and said the United
States is ready to sell the Rus-
sians more grain if they want
18

Ford stopped short of an-
nouncing any new sales but

said in a speech prepared for a
farm forumi: “We must sell

“would have farmers pro-
ducing again for a government
storage bin and a government
d’&k."

The President said a record
$2 billion worth of 1975 crops al-
ready sold “is only the begin-

White House spokesmen said
it ““‘is being formed to consoli-
date agricultural policymak-
ing ..., will report direetly to the
President and will advise him
on the formulation, coordina-
tion and implementation of all
agricultural policy.”

As Ford arrived In
Springfield for two days of
campaigning for the March pri-
mary, a senior Agrictumre De-
partment official said in Wash-
ington that US. grain firms

have been discussing new sales
to the Soviet Union.

But the official, Assistant Ag-
riculture Secretary Richard E.
Bell, said: ‘“There is nothing
new to announce at this time."”’

Deaths Linked
To Flu At

Epidemic Levels

ATLANTA (AP) — Deaths
linked to influenza and pneu-
monia reached epidemic levels
in every region of the nation
last week for the first time this
year, the national Center for
Disease Control reported today.

The CDC announced that 1.-

'i‘hat is 656 deaths above the
“expected number” calculated

Bell told Sen. Charles Percy,
R-IIl.. at a Senate nutrition
committee hearing that the
US. grain supply is large
enough to forestall any export
embargo for the rest of the sea-
son. But he said he could make
no promise against further em-
bargoes at any time in the fu-
ture.

Before Ford left for Illinois,
reports circulated in Washing-
ton that grain companies might
sell as much as four million
more tons of wheat and corn to
the Soviets to help make up for
a small Russian harvest last
year.

Such a move would be politi-
cally popular with farmers,
who were angered last July
when Ford ordered an embargo
on grain sales to Russia after
the Soviets had made large
purchases The embargo was
lifted in October after the
United States and Russia
signed a long-term grain sales
pact designed, tp bring more
stability to the U.,& grain mar-
ket.

Townsend

Rites Pending

Arthur Townsend Sr., 81, a
longtime resident of Scurry
County, died at 1:20 a.m. today
in a Lubbock nursing home.

Funeral arrangements were
pending at Bell-Seale Funeral
Home.

He was a native of Man-
chester, Tenn.

Surviving are two daughters,
Mrs. Hattie McKee of Idalou and

By ROBERT A. DOBKIN
AP Labor Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
nation’s unemployment rate fell
for the fourth straight month in
February, dropping to 7.6 per
cent from 7.8 per cent, as more
Americans found jobs and total
employment returned to its pre-
recession peak, the government

said today.

The Labor Department said
total employment, which
plunged by 2.2 million during
the recession, increased by an-
other 125,000 last month and
“has now fully returned to the
July 1974, prerecession peak of
86.3 million.”

While employment is back to
its prerecession level, the work

™ force — the number of people

working or looking for jobs —
grew from 91 million in June
1974 to 93.5 million now, which
is one reason the jobless rate
remains high.

Unemployment fell by 150,000
last month to a seasonally ad-
justed 7.1 million, the Labor
Department said. Progress iIn
reducing unemployment and
the slowing of inflation provides
President Ford with fresh am-
munition for his election cam-

paign and efforts to sell his go-

slow fiscal 1977 budget to Con-
gress.

As Ford left the White House
for a campaign trip to Illinois,
he called the figures ‘‘ex-
tremely encouraging’’ and said
‘“they show the trend that
we've been predicting.”

He also said the jobless re-
port provides more basis for
the optimism he feels the pub-
lic is beginning to show about
the economy.

Ford laughed when a report-
er suggested the report would
not hurt his campaign.
“There’'s nothing political in it
at all, byt it's very encouraging
to the unemployed,’”’ the Presi-
dent said.

Grand Jury
Indicts 11

A Scurry County Grand Jury
returned 11 indictments here

Thursday afternoon.

Domingo Martinez was In-
dicted on a charge of burglary of
a house, and Alford Lee Holden
was indicted on a charge of
burglary of @ motor vehicle.

Rocky Roscoe Farmer and
Cullen Arnold Farmer both were
indicted on charges of

aggravated assault on a peace

officer.
Four persons were indicted on

charges of driving while in-

toxicated, subsequent offense.
They are John Tennyson Mon-
tgomery, Elvis Lee Pinkerton,
Jerry Wayne Chesshire and
Hilario Harnandez Fuentez.

Three cases were transferred
to county court. These included
a charge of possession of a
prohibited weapon against
Yolando Herrera Gonzales, a
similar charge against
Christoval R. Martinez, and a
charge of assault by causing
bodily injury against Guadalupe
Ramon Butierrez.

Voters Get
Registration
Certificates

Newly issued voter
registration certificates have
gone into the mail addressed to
all Scurry County voters on
record at the county tax office.

Don Adams, tax assessor-
collector, said that the cer-
tificates mailed out are the
actual registrations. Included in
the mailing are blank forms to
be filled out only if there are
errors in the registration cer-
tificates. Those whose cer-
tificates are correct in all details
need not fill out the blank forms,
Adams said. These forms were
included only for use of voters
whose situation has changed

The last time unemployment
has been below 7.6 per cent
was in December 1974, when it
was 7.2 per cent. It later rose
to a recession high of 8.9 per
cent in May, 1975.

February's two-tenths of a
per cent drop in the jobless
rate, though not as large as the
five-tenths of a per cent decline
in January, continued a declin-
ing trend which began last
June and accelerated in No-
vember.

Most of the recovery in em-
ployment has been among
women, as employment of adult
men was still nearly 700,000 be-
low its peak before the reces-
sion, the Labor Department
noted.

The government said the
February decline in joblessness
was spread throughout the
work force. The jobless rate for
heads of households fell below

VITORIA, Spain (AP) — The
coffins of three workers killed
by police bullets were carried
through the streets of Vitoria
today followed by nearly half of
the Basque town'’s 90,000 people
in a massive show of deflance
against the government.

Virtually the entire labor
force of Alava Province was
idle and tens of thousands of
workers in Spain’'s three other
Basque provinces stayed off the
job. Several clashes with police
were reported in Basque cities,
but extra police reinforcements
guarded Vitoria's streets and
no incidents were reported
there. |

Lefist laber groups called for
a general strike Monday in the
entire Basque region.

The three workers were
killed Wednesday when police
fired into rioting mobsg, in Vi-
toria, 175 miles northeast of
Madrid, to put down the worst
labor riots since the death of
Gen. Francisco Franco last No-
vember. More than 100 persons
were injured.

In Madrid, the government
met to discuss the growing po-
litical unrest.

The priest who celebrated the
funeral Mass in Vitoria accused
the state of ‘‘brutal wiolence”
that profaned ‘‘the right to
life.'" His oration was -inter-
rupted by applause several

Prerecession

the 5 per cent mark for the
first time since late 1974, drop-
ping to 4.9 per cent.

The jobless rate for married
men was unchanged last month
at 4.1 per cent, while the rate
for all adult men fell from 5.8
to 5.7 per cent. The rate for
adult women remained steady
at 7.9 per cent. The teen-age
jobless rate‘fell from 199 to
19.2 per cent.

Joblessness among white
workers dipped from 7.1 to 6.8
per cent, but the rate for
blacks and other minority races
rose from 13.2 to 13.7 per cent.

The size of the civilian labor
force was unchanged last
month at 93.5 million, the gov-
ernment said. It has grown by
about 1.9 million over the past
year, with adult women ac-
counting for more than 1.3 mil-
lion of the increase.

Coffins Carried
Through Vitoria

ames.

The unidentified priest, who
said he was acting with the
consent of his bishop, de-
manded that the police who
fired the fatal shots be arrested
and prosecuted.

Grim-faced workers grabbed
the coffins as théy left the cath-
edral and hoisted them on thetr
shoulders amid shouts of ‘‘car-
ry them through the center” of
the Basque capital.

The throng paused its march
briefly in front of the civil gov-
ernor’s office, the central gov-
ernment’s seat of authority, be-
fore moving through main
streets 'o the cemetery where
the wo: kers were buried

Thousands in a downtown
plaza applauded as the coffins
went by. A police helicopter
that trailed the procession drew
hoots. Nearly everyone in the
crowd seemed to be wearing a
black arm band.

Pamplona, the capital of the
province of Navarre, was re-
ported virtually paralyzed by a
sympathy strike. Clashes with
police and several arrests were
reported. An estimated 30,000
workers struck in Bilbao, capi-
tal of Vizcaya Province.

Vitoria’'s stores remained
closed for the second straight

day and Spanish flags flew at
half-staff, even on government

buildings.

School Election

The Ira school board race
attracted the most attention
among districts in Scurry
County as the filing deadline for
April 3 trustee elections passed
Thursday.

Six candidates are in the race
for two places on the Ira board.

Meanwhile, two incumbents
are unopposed at Fluvanna, one
incumbent is unopposed and
another has one opponent in the
Snyder district, while the
Hermleigh district has four
candidates for three places on
the board.

In the race at Ira are Floyd
(Bud) House, Leon Sterling, Bill
Murphy, Jim R. Brown, J.B.
(Jake) Autry, am® incumbent,
and Mrs. Carolyn Barbee.
Harvey Clements, the other
incumbent is not seeking re-
election.

Two incumbents, Douglas

Dorothy
W. Kimzey. Jack Nachlinger,
the third incumbent, is not a

Ballots Complete

Alsormungmoppo-adm

three candidates for the county
board.

these include Bob Bell

for member-at-large, Blake
Walker for Precinct No. 1 and
Ray Rulford for Precinct No. 2,
all incumbents.

The school board elections will
be held on Saturday, April 3.

No Contests

For College,

City Posts

There will be no contested
races on the ballot April 3 for the
Snyder City Council Election
and the Scurry County Junior

College Trustee Election.

-The deadline for candidates to

file was Thursday.

Unopposed on the city ballot
are Mayor W.A. Vestal; Jack .
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" Mrs. Brenda Matslar of Lub- ~—  sinté “they were initinlly — candidate.- :
bock; three sons, Arthur | hhyﬂ'llrl.'.nhl&

Spadden is unopposed for Place
l,ﬂhmm in
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TREES PRESENTED—Stanfield Elementary

School has been presenfed four pecan trees, andﬁ_a
have been planted in front of the school. Shown wifh
one of the trees are, from left, Karen Burkett, PTA

president;

Linda Martin,

2 The Snvae ~x.) Daily News, Fri , Mar. 5, 1976 | '
Jury To See

PTA vice president;

Jimmy Clinkenbeard, a sixth grade student, and
Joel Gritfin, principal. Mrs. Burkett is holding a
Bicentennial certificate prescnted to her earlier by
George Patterson, Bicenten i.al Horizons chair-

man.

By EDMOND LeBRETON
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — An
amendment to a House-passed
foreign aid appropriation bill
could deprive many countries
of their share of U.S. aid, han-
dlers of the bill say.

They predicted Thursday
night that the amendment
added to the $5.3%-bilhon bill
would never become law They
said they are counting on the
Senate to reshape the bil by
removing the amendment.

The amendment would ban
use of any of the foreign aid
money for countries delinquent
for more than a year in repay-
Ing any uncontested debts to
the Unuted States.

This provision was adopted,
229 o 139, despite warnings
that 1t could make Israel, Syr-
a, Egypt and some 30 other
countries ineligible for the
funding.

The bill contains, with minor
modifications, President Ford's
package of more than $3 billion
in special funds designed to
maintain a delicate military-
diplomatic balance in the
Middle East and aid peace ne-
gotialions.

The bill was sent to the Sen-
ate by a 214 to 152 vote. If the

Bicentennial
Caskets Are
Being Sold

JACKSON, Miss. (AP) —
Earl Walker Jr. had no idea
when he spread patrotic colors
over one of his firm’s caskets
that his Bicentennal novelty
would mushroom into a major
funeral home attraction.

“They're not selling like hot-
cakes,”" the president of the
Jackson Casket Co. said Thurs-
day. ‘But we've sold quite a
few of them and we've got
quite a few back orders.”

The Bicentennial casket is a
soft blend of transparent scar-
let and midnight blue, set off
with white trimmings. Gold
stars decorate the corner hard-
ware and it's topped off with a
small flag.

The idea might be called
award-winning. It was honored
at the Non-Buycentennial Cele-
bration’’ Feb. 29 in Lucken-
bach, Tex., as a one of several
products that “‘exceeded all
others in their abuse and vul-
garity of the Bicentennial.”

Walker, whose father started
the casket business in 1942, said
his firm produced the first Bi-
centennial casket last June as a
novelty item for display at a
meeting of funeral home direc-
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Reshaped Aid
Bill Expected

Senate deletes the debt prowi-
sion, as backers of the measure
predicted, the measure will go
to conference and the House
will be under heavy pressure to

agree

Rep. Otto

Passman.

D-1.a..

chairman of the subcommittee
that wrote the original bill, told
reporters the debt amendment
“‘has no more chance
come law than | do to retrieve

a moon Duggy.

o be-

“It will be deleted in confer-
ence. It just can't be made to
work. It was an emotional thing
at the end of a long day. It was
a good one to demagogue on."

Some Republicans concurred
Rep. John B. Anderson of ll-
linois, chairman of the House

said
were
adopted in the past but “‘end up
on the cutting room floor."”

MIDDAY
STOCKS

Republican
similar

Conference,
amendments

and
_ 2vening except Saturday by the
ner Printing and Publishing

Entered as S6CONd Class matter at

the post office at Snyder, Tlull.;

-

Wisrarcheé®

carrier in Snyder 45 cenfis per week
$1 85 per month, By malil in Scurry
and ad,oining Counties, one year
$14.95 Balance of Tewes-and all other
states $21.00 *r
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By Patty

By TONY LEDWELL
Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) —
The notebook page came from
the terrorist underground
marked with mysterious doodl-
ings about making a time bomb
and embellished with a remind-
er of a meeting to ‘‘talk about
shooting.”

The writer
Hearst.

Jurors in Miss Hearst's trial
for bank robbery have not seen
the document recovered from
the last hideout of two of her
fugitive companions — but they
will.

U.S. Dist. Judge Oliver J.
Carter settled a bitter and pro-

was Patricia

“tracted légal duel Thursday by

rejecting defense attorney F.
[ee Bailev’'s move to suppress
the mountain of material taken
from the apartment of Sym-
bionese l.iberation Army mem-
bers Willlam and Emily Harris.

With the issue finally re-
solved, the government pre-
pared to resume its rebuttal
case today by calling psy-
chiatrists who will take issue
with the findings of defense ex-
perts who said Miss Hearst was
terrified of her captors and
took part in the holdup in fear
for her life.

U.S’ Atty. James L. Brown-
ing Jr. fought vigorously to win
admission of the notebooks and
papers that Miss Hearst re-
fused to testify about, invoking
the 5th Amendment more than
40 umes.

Her attorneys spent the bet-
ter part of Thursday studying
the documents _after Carter’s
ruling and conceded I1n most
cases that the handwriting be-
longed to the defendant.

One of the more startling
pages contained apparent In-
structions for making a time
bomb. There are such phrases
as "‘Toaster wire: 10 sec. Tim-

ing device w-fuse. Clock or
cigarette.

An arrow from the word
“clock ™ points to a notation

“set 10 minutes’’ and a similar
notation near the word ‘‘ciga-
retté’’ reads ""Wire in fuse.”’

Protesting
Winegrowers

In Mourning

NARBONNE, France (AP) —
Winegrowers protesting cheap
imports from Italy and Spain
began two days of mourning in
southern France today after a
gunbattle with riot police that
left one man dead on each side
and scores wounded

Violent demonstrations have
taken place this week from
Marseilles to the Spanish bor-
der. With nationwide local elec-
tons scheduled Sunday, the
growers problems have be-
came a major political 1ssue

The Socialist party called for
an extraordinary session of the
National Assembly to discuss
the situation. Socialist leader
Francois Mitterrand said the
violence stemmed from ‘‘an ac-
cumulation of injustices.™

Interior Minister Michel
Ponuatowsk: said on nationwide
television that he had ordered
firm though moderate police
action to halt any further out-
breaks

The gunbattie started Thurs-
day when riot police tried to
stop more than 1,000 demon-
strators from burning a freight
train they had halted outside
Narbonne by tearing up the
track

Pleas Heard In

County Court

Several pleas of guilty have
been entered 1n county court.

Jose Rocha pleaded guiity to a
charge of driving while in-
toxicated and received a $100
fine, plus court costs, and a 30-
day jail term probated for six
months. The charge was filed
Feb. 26 by city police.

Francisco Garcia Lopez,
pleaded.guilty to a charge of
DWI and received a $100 fine,
plus costs, and a 30-day term
probated for six months. The
charge was filed Feb. 20 by city
police. |

Augustine Garcia pleadec'
guilty to a charge of DWI and
received a $100 fine, plus costs,
and a 30-day jail term probated
six months. The charge was filed
Feb. 21 by city police.

Felipe Silva pleaded guilty to
a cha: ‘e of assault and received
a $100 fine, plus costs, and a 30-
day jail t rm. The charge was
filed Jan. 21 by city police.

WASHINGTON (AP) —Land
owners around Ft. Hood in Cen-
tral Texas have won their’
battle with the U.S. Army —
but the war may go on.

But for the time being the
landowners appear (o have
proved their claim that the
Army has not shown a good
enough reason for its planned
expansion of the military in-
stallation.

Their
Thursday by a House Armed
Services subcommittee which
voted unanimously not to allow
the Army to enlarge Ft. Hood
by buying 59,300 acres of Texas

}'anch land.

"Chairman Richard H. I¢chord,

D-Mo., of the military in-
stallations and facilities sub-
committee said the closed-ses-
sion vote reflected the mem-
bers’ opinion that ‘“‘the Army
hadn’t fully justified their need
for’’ additional land for Ft.
Hood.

“If and when the Army can
justify it, they (the subcom-
mittee members) would vote
for it,”’ he said.

Earlier the Army had said in
congressional testimony that it
needed the approximately 90
square miles, estimated to cost
$36.5 million, for additional
maneuver and training
grounds.

Local residents, whose land
northwest of the base would
have been taken, said that Ft.
Hood i1s underutilized, and that
the Army had not properly and
thoroughly studied._its land
needs.

Ichord said the military au-
thorization bill for fiscal 1977
spending would be taken up by
the full House Armed Services
Committee next week.

Although the full committee
could restore the deleted au-
thorization for Ft, Hood, Ichord

victory was ratified -

'BUT WAR MAY GO ON
PageWritten Landowners Win

Fight With Army

said this was ‘‘very unlikely.”
Even more unlikely is the
possibility of the full House re-
storing the item if ,the com-
mijttee leaves 1t out.
Thé Senate has not begun ac-
tion on the authorization bill.
Sen. John G. Tower, R-Tex.,
will hold hearings today in Kill-
een, Tex., and Saturday at
nearby Gatesville to gather tes-
timony from area residents.
Tower is the ranking Republi-
can member on the Senate mil-
itary construction authorization
subcommittee. A member of
Tower’s staff said his plans to
hold the hearings were not af-
fected by the House subcom-

‘mittee action:

If the Senate incluGes author-
ization for the post expansion
and the House does not, the dif-

ference would be resolved by a

conference.

Ichord said he could not pre-
dict how strong a fight the
House members of the confer-
ence committee would mount to
keep the Ft. Hood authorization
out of the over-all military au-
thorization bill.

Meanwhile, Rep. Alan Steel-
man, R-Tex., who is not a
member of the House Armed
Services Committee, has asked
the General Accounting Office,
Congress’ investigative agency,
to study the Ft. Hood dispute
and determine what the Army's
space requirements are at the

post.

Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld said earlier that cost
and convenience factors would
make it preferable to expand
Ft. Hood rather than to move
tank units elsewhere to train.

“It appears clear,”” he said,
‘‘that for cost reasons, and cer-
tainly convenience reasons,
that an expansion of an existing
facility would be preferrable.”

Cost Of Big 'ITip

Not Disclosed

WASHINGTON (AP) — Con-
gress has a six-page report to
show for a 15<day tour of the
Southwest Pacific by four sena-
tors, their wives and at least 15
aides.

No one involved can say how
much the January trip cost the
ltaxpayers

The party, which traveled by

military jet, wvisited Hawail,
Saipan, Guam, Australia and
New Zealand

The senators were Senate As-

sistant Republican Leader Rob-
ert P. Griffin, R-Mich; Ernest

able but unknown quantity of
foreign cwrrency supplied by
the State Department.

And he said a total account-
ing of the spending won't be
available until sometime next
year.

HOSPITAL
NOTES

ADMISSIONS: Henry Nichols,
304 Twenty-sixth; George Arm-
strong, 314 Thirty-first;
Margaret Kenney, 1012 Twenty-
seventh: Tracy Marvin, 3309

F. Hollings, D-S.C.; Howard H.
Baker. R-Tenn.: and John C.
Culver. D-lowa. Gruffin 1s a

member of the Foreign Rela-
tions Commuittee

*In additon to their wives,
they were accompanied by 1]
committee and personal staff
members and four or five mili-
tary attaches

The report, issued this week,
tells of the delegation's meet-
ings with Australian Prime
Minister Malcolm Fraser, New
Zealand Prime Minister Robert
Muldoon and other top officials.

Discussions were held 1In
Honolulu with top-ranking U.S.
Navy officers on security in the
Pacific and Indian oceans, the
report said.

It said that the Australian
government lifted a ban on vis-
its to Australian ports of US.
nuclear-powered ships after
delegation members asked how
the U.S. Navy could fulfill its
ireaty obligations to protect
Australia if its ships were de-
nied access to Australian ports.

The report also noted that
many Australians are disturbed
at the lack of a U.S. ambassa-
dor to their nation for more
than six months. ‘“To-the Aus-
tralians, this looks like neglect
at best. or at worst, like a ges-
ture of disapproval of Austral-
ian policies,” the report said.

Only one staff aide on the
Foreign Relations Committee
was said to have any Iidea
about how much was spent on
the trip. However, when he was
asked he said he doesn’'t know
and neither does anyone else.

The aide Said it is known that
the delegation spent $15,000 to
$16.000 in U.S. currency. But he
said it also spent a consicer-

TASTY BUFFET

Every Meal Except
Breakfast |

Our Buffet Specialties

Ave. A: Fred Davis, Modern
Courts, [Lamesa Hwy.;
Guadalupe Moreno, 1106

Twenty-fourth. p

DISMISSALS: Weldon Biddle,
William Tune, Mrs. Roland
Tippens and baby girl, Librado
Ramos, Johnny Mata, William
Vickers, Alma Ramirez, Mary
Bearden, Lawana Towell, Nora
Smith, Sara Lomax, George

BIRTHS

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Kenney,
1012 Twenty-seventh, are the

parents of an 8 Ib. 8 oz. baby girl,
born at 4:15 p.m. March 4 in

Cogdell Memorial Hospital.

Firemen Called
Out Four Times

Three grass fires and one
trailer house fire were reported
yesterday by the fire depart-
ment.

At 4:05 p.m., a grass fire was
reported approximately one
mile north of the Paymaster gin
on the Lamesa Highway.

Another grass fire occurred
yesterday afternoon at Thirty-
seventh Street and Avenue C.

The third grass fire was
reported shortly before 5 p.m.,
approximately one mile south of
the city on the Roundtop Road.

A trailer house .fire occurred
yesterday evening in the 2000
block of Avenue N. The fire
began in the furnace of the
trailer house. Only minor
damages were reported.
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"Turbulent

Wea_ther
Dies Down

By The Assoclated Press

Turbulent weather pushed by
a cold front fromm West Texas
across the state died down to-
day after a night of showers
and frequently severe thunder-
Although three dozen counties
in North asd Northeast Texas
went under a tornado watch
earlier, no serious damage was
reported. A small twister
wrecked a small building and
damaged a barn on Fort
Worth’s east side.

Hail accompanied some of
the storms and sleet peppered
parts of Dallas briefly during
the night. At the same time
dust floated through the air
around Waco as stiff winds

- flailed many localities.

By early morning most of the
unruly weather was scattered
across the countryside from
around San Antonio eastward
past Lufkin and into Louisiana.

At that point the forward
edge of the cold front trigger-
ing the storms stretched along
a line from Lufkin in the east
to Laredo on the Mexican bor-
der. It was expected to move
on out of state before the day's
end.

Skies cleared behind the fron-
tal system in Northwest Texas
and temperatures in- early
morning tumbied to 14 degrees
at Dalhart and 16 at Amarillo
in the Panhandle.

Among other chilly spots
were Childress 20, Lubbock 22,
El Paso 25 and Wichita Falls
30. Readings elsewhere ranged
from the upper 30s into the 70s,
staying as warm as 72 at
McAllen in the Lower Rio
Grande Valley.

Forecasts called for dry and
cool air along with clearing
skies to spread across the state
from the west.

Bethea Added
To Fugitive List

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
FBI today added Thomas Ed-
ward Bethea, wanted for kid-
naping, to its list of ‘“Ten Most
Wanted Fugitives."

Bethea, 38, was charged with
the kidnaping of Alan L. Bortn-
ick, son of a wealthy trucking
exacutive, in the Washington,
D.C. area on Jan. 12.

Bortnick, 27, was released
after his family reportedly paid
$250,000 in ransom to the kid-
napers.

Five persons have been ar-
rested in connection with the
incident, but only a small por-
tion of the money has been re-
covered.

Bethea was on parole from a

bank robbery conviction at the
time of the incident.

Three Mishaps
Are Reported

Three traffic accidents were
reported yesterday by the police
department. All three accidents
were reported within a 2I1-
minute period.

An accident involving three
cars was reported at4:09 p.m. at
2500 College Avenue. Involved in
the accident were a 1971 Ford
driven by Mary E. Phy, a 1975
Buick owned by Johnson Cattle
Co., and a 1968 Oldsmobile
owned by Robert Huden.

Another traffic accident oc-
curred yesterday involving two
vehicles at 1900 Twenty-seventh
Street. The accident was
reported at 4:10 p.m. Involved
were a 1967 International driven
by James Littlepage Jr., and a

1969 Ford driven by Marvin Dale
Hobbs.
The third mishap was

reported at 4:30 p.m. at 2600
College Avenue. Involved in that
accident were a 1973 Dodge
driven by Hoyt Holt of Snyder
and a 1967 Ford driven by Clay
L.. Neely of Fluvanna.

Safety glass became standard
automobile equipment as early
as 1928.
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“I KNEW | should have attended that meeting

tonight. They made me chairperson of a com-

mittee!"

School Finance

Methods Studied

EDINBURG, Tex. (AP) — A
Texas house committee study-
ing a alternative methods of
public school financing listened
Thursday to proposals for a
state Income tax, an Increase
in sales tax, legalized horse
race betting and even a tax on
soda pop.

The hearing here was one of
several to be held around the
state by the committee appoint-
ed after a federal court ruled
that the current system of
school financing 1s not proper
because richer districts get
more money. The court ordered
the state to come up with a
new method of public school fi-
nancing.

Rep. Tom C. Massey of San
Angelo, committee chairman,
said the next hearing will be
held at Dallas March 18. Later
hearings are to be held in Na-
cogdoches, San Angelo, Has-
kell, San Antonio and Austin

The collection of the new
taxes, perhaps in the form of a
state income tax, should be
made at the state ievel, accord-
ing to Alfred del Barrio, cur-
riculum director for the
Edocouch-Elsa school system

The local districts may loSe
some control if the state col-
lects and distributes all of the
money, according to state Rep.
Fred Agnich of Dallas. He told
Del Barrio, 'It 1s a political
fact of life that whoever fur-
nishes the money will take con-
trol and tell you how to spend
it

Opposition to an increase In
the sales tax came from Ruben
Hinojosa, a member of the
State Board of Education from
nearby Mercedes. ‘‘Texas 1s
one of the ten richest states,
but is in the lowest ten states In
the amount of money spent on
education,’” Hinojosa said

An example of the inequity of
the current system, Hinojosa
said is in the lower Rio
Grande Valley where mest dis-
tricts can afford only $450-750
per child per year while some
districts can afford to spend as
much as $5,000.

Mrs. Lea Means, president of
District One of the Texas State
Teachers Association, said that
Gov. Dolph Briscoe's pledge of
“n0o new taxes or no tax in-
creases has placed a stumbling
block to educating the children
of Texas.”

A one per cent sales tax in-

crease would produce $300 mil-
lion per year in new taxes, ac-
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cording to Santa Rosa school
superintendent James Murphy.
In acknowledging that Briscoe
would likely veto such a sales
tax increase, Murphy s<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>