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QT The Therapy Dog and her owner, JP Yousha of Midland, answered questions regarding the use of therapy ani-
mals in a hospital setting at Big Spring State Hospital earlier this week. The Volunteer Services Council funded 
the construction of an Animal Assisted Therapy building to house the animals more than 10 years ago. 

Merger
creates
largest
airline

JLE tour, ceremony Friday
By THOMAS JENKINS     

Staff Writer

Local law enforcement officials are 
inviting Crossroads citizens to tour 
the newly completed Troy Hogue 
Joint Law Enforcement Center on 
Friday following a cornerstone cere-
mony presented by the Staked Plains 
598 Masonic Lodge.

The ceremony is expected to start 
at 2 p.m., according to Howard Coun-
ty Sheriff Stan Parker, with the open 
house set to follow.

“We want to invite everyone in the 
community to come out and take part 
in the cornerstone ceremony and 
open house,” Parker said. “Every-
thing will be taking place between 
2 p.m. and 4 p.m. at the new law en-

forcement center, located on Big 
Spring’s west side on W. Highway 
80.

“We realize a lot of people toured 
the facility back when we had the 
naming ceremony, however, much 
of it was still under construction and 
missing key elements. This will give

See TOUR, Page 3

By DAVID KOENIG
AP Airlines Writer

DALLAS (AP) — American Airlines 
and US Airways have agreed to merge 
in an $11 billion deal that would cre-
ate the world’s biggest airline.

The combined carrier will be called 
American Airlines and be based in 
Fort Worth, but US Airways CEO 
Doug Parker will run it.

The merger would reduce the num-
ber of major U.S. airlines to four: the 
new American, United, Delta and 
Southwest.

The deal is a coup for smaller US 
Airways Group Inc., which pushed 
for a merger almost as soon as Ameri-
can parent AMR Corp. filed for bank-
ruptcy protection in November 2011.

While Parker runs the company, 
AMR CEO Tom Horton will serve as 
chairman until its first shareholder 
meeting, likely in mid-2014.

The boards of both companies ap-
proved the deal Wednesday. The 
companies announced it early Thurs-
day and expect it to close in the third 
quarter of this year.

“The combined airline will have 
the scale, breadth and capabilities to 
compete more effectively and prof-
itably in the global marketplace,” 
Parker said in a statement. “Our 
combined network will provide a sig-
nificantly more attractive offering 
to customers, ensuring that we are 
always able to take them where they 
want to go.”

See MERGER, Page 3

Four-legged therapy

Johnson courtship letters released
By MICHAEL GRACZYK
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — Days af-
ter the congressional aide met 
the University of Texas his-
tory and journalism graduate 
in Austin, he boldly proposed 
marriage.

Claudia Alta Taylor, the 
21-year-old rancher’s daugh-
ter known to her friends as 
“Bird,” was intrigued but 
thought Lyndon Johnson’s 
proposal was much too im-
pulsive. Her clearly smitten 
suitor, however, was persis-
tent.

“It is an important deci-
sion,” he wrote to her in one 
of the nearly 90 love letters the 
pair exchanged during their 
10-week courtship in 1934. “It 
isn’t being made in one night 
... but your lack of decision 

hasn’t tempered either my af-
fection, devotion or ability to 
know what I want.”

She replied that his pro-
posal and repeated insistence 
“sort of put me on the spot, 
didn’t it, dear? All I can say, 
in absolutely honesty, is — I 
love you, I don’t know how 
everlastingly I love you — so 
I can’t answer you yet.”

The correspondence be-
tween the 26-year-old future 
president and the woman the 
world would come to know 
as Lady Bird are available 
for public review for the first 
time starting Thursday — 
Valentine’s Day — at the LBJ 
Presidential Library at the 
University of Texas at Aus-
tin.

A few of the letters were 
previously released but not 

the entire collection, which 
also will be posted online.

“We’ve had several requests 
from researchers to release 
these,” Claudia Anderson, 
the library’s supervisory ar-
chivist, said Wednesday. “It 
just seemed like a good time 
to do it.”

Unlike brief and instanta-
neous Twitter or Facebook 
posts or cryptic phone texts, 
the letters — most multiple 
pages — reflect a time when 
the handwritten note was the 
chief form of communica-
tion.

“Dearly Beloved,” Taylor 
begins one, before reconsid-
ering her salutation. “This 
sounds like a sermon — it 
isn’t.”

He signs them, “Lyndon,” 
or “Lyndon Baines.” She 

signs, “Bird.” One closes, “Do 
you still love me? Devotedly, 
Bird.”

Her stationery carries that 
name, given to her by a care-
taker nurse who described 
her as “pretty as a lady bird.” 
Her handwriting is very neat 
in thin black script.

His, also in script with 
thick dark black ink, is on let-
terhead from Washington’s 
Dodge Hotel, where he lived 
while working as an aide to 
U.S. Rep. Richard Kleberg of 
Texas. Other letters are on 
Kleberg’s office stationery, 
sent simply to “Miss Bird 
Taylor, Karnack, Texas,” 
where her home didn’t have a 
telephone. The envelope car-
ries 6 cents postage, but some

See LBJ, Page 3



The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Wednesday and 7 
a.m. today:

• DARIN FRANK WITTEN, 25, of 604 S. Goliad, 
was arrested Wednesday on warrants for shoplift-
ing – more than $50 and less than $500, cruelty to 
animals – failure to provide, expired driver’s 
license, failure to appear and expired registration 
certificate.

• CHRISTENE MICHELLE BEAM, 32, of Cypress, 
Texas, was arrested Wednesday on a warrant for 
abandoning/endangering a child – criminal negli-
gence.

• THEFT was reported in the 200 block of W. FM 
700.

• BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE was reported:
In the 700 block of W. Interstate Highway 20.
In the 700 block of W. Interstate Highway 20.
In the 2600 block of Hunter.
In the 800 block of W. FM 700.
• FORGERY was reported in the 3600 block of W. 

Highway 80.
• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 400 

block of Edwards Blvd.
• BURGLARY OF A BUILDING was reported in 

the 200 block of Union Street.
• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported 

in the 1200 block of Harding.
• ASSAULT was reported:
In the 1900 block of N. Highway 87.
In the 1900 block of N. Highway 87.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 76 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• TERESA LORENE LANG, 30, was arrested 
Wednesday by the HCSO on a motion to revoke pro-
bation for driving while license invalid with a pre-
vious conviction or suspension and a charge of 
failure to identify as a fugitive from justice.

• ANTHONY HEATH WRIGHT, 25, was arrested 
Wednesday by the HCSO on a charge of criminal 
mischief.

• DUSTIN JAMES SAUCEDO, 23, was arrested 
Wednesday by the HCSO on charges of harassment 
and no driver’s license – when unlicensed.

• SHANE EDDIE ANDERSON, 41, was arrested 
Wednesday by the HCSO on a charge of bondsman 
off bond – possession of a controlled substance and 
municipal warrants for expired motor vehicle 
inspection certificate, failure to maintain financial 
responsibility, no seat belt – driver and speeding.

• CHRISTINE MICHELLE BEAM, 32, was arrest-
ed Wednesday by the HCSO on a warrant for aban-
doning/endangering a child – criminal negligence.

• JOHN JOE ATKINSON JR., 28, was arrested 
Wednesday by DPS on a charge of driving while 
license invalid with a previous conviction or sus-
pension.

• DARIN WITTEN, 25, was arrested Wednesday 
by the HCSO on charges of cruelty to non-livestock 
animals – failure to provide, theft – more than $50 
and less than $500 and municipal warrants for dis-
playing expired registration certificate, expired 
driver’s license and failure to appear.

• JONATHAN LEWIS THORP, 41, was booked 
into the county detention center Wednesday by the 
Glasscock County Sheriff’s Office on a charge of 
driving while intoxicated.
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Edgar Helwig
Edgar Helwig, 97, of St. Lawrence died Wednesday, 

Feb. 13, 2013, in a Big Spring nursing home. His 
services are pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch 
Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 400 block of 
Westover Road. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 200 block of W. 
Marcy. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 800 block of S. 
San Antonio. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 900 block of 
Fourth Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of 
Cardinal. One person was transported to SMMC.

• DUMPSTER FIRE was reported in the 600 block 
of E. Third Street.

Visit the HERALD online at
www.bigspringherald.com

Today's Weather
Local 3-Day Forecast

Fri
2/15

54/29
Generally sunny de-
spite a few afternoon
clouds. High 54F.
Winds ENE at 15 to 25
mph.

Sunrise:
7:28 AM

Sunset:
6:32 PM

Sat
2/16

62/39
Abundant sunshine.
Highs in the low 60s
and lows in the upper
30s.

Sunrise:
7:27 AM

Sunset:
6:33 PM

Sun
2/17

71/46
Sunshine. Highs in the
low 70s and lows in
the mid 40s.

Sunrise:
7:26 AM

Sunset:
6:34 PM

Brownsville
77/57

Houston
68/41

Austin
63/34

Dallas
54/34

El Paso
58/31

Amarillo
46/21

San Antonio
67/41

Big Spring
54/29

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 54 31 pt sunny Kingsville 76 48 pt sunny
Amarillo 46 21 pt sunny Livingston 65 35 pt sunny
Austin 63 34 pt sunny Longview 57 34 pt sunny
Beaumont 67 40 mst sunny Lubbock 50 24 mst sunny
Brownsville 77 57 pt sunny Lufkin 63 36 pt sunny
Brownwood 56 32 pt sunny Midland 55 30 mst sunny
Corpus Christi 72 48 pt sunny Raymondville 77 53 pt sunny
Corsicana 53 32 pt sunny Rosenberg 69 40 pt sunny
Dallas 54 34 pt sunny San Antonio 67 41 pt sunny
Del Rio 69 44 pt sunny San Marcos 65 34 pt sunny
El Paso 58 31 sunny Sulphur Springs 53 34 pt sunny
Fort Stockton 55 30 pt sunny Sweetwater 53 31 pt sunny
Gainesville 49 28 pt sunny Tyler 56 34 pt sunny
Greenville 51 30 pt sunny Weatherford 51 30 pt sunny
Houston 68 41 pt sunny Wichita Falls 51 28 mst sunny

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 61 31 mst sunny Minneapolis 15 3 cloudy
Boston 49 30 pt sunny New York 49 35 mst sunny
Chicago 26 14 cloudy Phoenix 70 43 sunny
Dallas 54 34 pt sunny San Francisco 69 49 sunny
Denver 40 23 pt sunny Seattle 54 43 pt sunny
Houston 68 41 pt sunny St. Louis 37 24 mst sunny
Los Angeles 78 51 sunny Washington, DC 58 36 mst sunny
Miami 76 63 rain

Moon Phases

New
Feb 10

First
Feb 17

Full
Feb 25

Last
Mar 4

UV Index
Fri

2/15
5

Moderate

Sat
2/16

5
Moderate

Sun
2/17

5
Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11

©2010 American Profile Hometown Content Service

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, open discus-

sion noon to 1 p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 
p.m. Non-smoking closed discussion meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

• Spring Tabernacle Ministries has a faith-based 
support group for those who need help finding and 
continuing to walk down the path God has for each 
of us. Meetings are at 11 a.m. until noon and again 
at 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.. The classes take place at Spring 
Tabernacle Ministries, located at 1209 Wright St.

• Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. Weigh-in 
is confidential and you don’t have to talk if you 
don’t want to. Flexible payment options.

• Circle of Hope, a Celebrate Recovery group, 
meets at 6:30-8 p.m. at Spring Creek Fellowship, 
located in the College Park Shopping Center. 
Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered recovery 
program dealing with life’s hang-ups, hurts and 
habits, covering many areas. Circle of Hope group 
is a ministry of Spring Creek Fellowship. For fur-
ther information, contact Dale at 432-270-8462.

• Overcomer’s: Recovery & Restoration (R&R), a 
Christ-centered recovery program is held at 
Cornerstone Covenant Church from 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
in the “Green Room” of the East Wing. For more 
convenient access to the meeting room, park in the 
back of the church and enter through the metal 
door across from the fellowship hall. If you need 
more information, contact the church secretary at 
432-264-0015.

• Visual Awareness Support Group (VASG) is 
open to the public but specifically aimed for people 
who suffer from vision problems and their caregiv-
ers. For more information, call 263-2501. 
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East Side Baptist Church
Invites everyone to join us

Friday, February 15th at 7 pm
for a night of Great Music.

The David Warren Family
will be in Concert. These folks have been 

singing for the Lord many years.
They will truly bless your heart. 

So come and enjoy the music & fun.
1108 E. 6th                                                            267-1915
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Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 02/28/13
234303

COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE 
AND RESTAURANT
$1.00 Off Adults
50¢ Off Children

Sunday Only
11-3 Buffet or 

Any Entree $7.95 or above
1 Coupon Per Person

Must Be Presented For Discount
Expires 02-28-2013
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MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Jimmy Garrard, 38, died 
Sunday. Graveside ser-
vices will be at 2 p.m. 
today at Mount Olive 
Memorial Park.MERGER

Continued from Page 1

AMR creditors will 
own 72 percent of the 
new company, with the 
remaining 28 percent 
will going to US Airways 
shareholders. The credi-
tors’ portion includes 
a 23.6 percent share for 
American employees 
and unions, plus a small 
stake for existing share-
holders of American’s 
parent AMR Corp.

The airlines said they 
expect $1 billion in com-
bined benefits from the 
merger. They expect 
the bigger airline to 
lure corporate travelers 
away from competitors, 
contributing to $900 
million in additional 
revenue. They also an-
ticipate cost savings of 
roughly $150 million.

They also said they ex-
pect to spend $1.2 billion 
on transition costs over 
the next three years.

Travelers on Ameri-
can and US Airways 
won’t notice immediate 
changes. It likely will 
be months before the 
frequent-flier programs 
are combined and years 

before the two airlines 
are fully integrated.

The companies had ne-
gotiated since August, 
when creditors pushed 
AMR to conduct merger 
talks so they could de-
cide which earned them 
a better return: a merg-
er or an independent 
American.

The deal would need 
approval by AMR’s 
bankruptcy judge and 
antitrust regulators, 
who have permitted 
three other big airline 
mergers to go ahead 
since 2008.

The rapid consolida-
tion has allowed the 
surviving airlines to 
offer bigger route net-
works that appeal to 
high-paying business 
travelers. And it has al-
lowed them to limit the 

supply of seats, which 
helps prop up fares and 
airline profits.

The new American 
would have more than 
900 planes, 3,200 daily 
flights and about 95,000 
employees, not count-
ing regional affiliates. 
It will be slightly bigger 
than United Airlines by 
passenger traffic, not 
counting regional affili-
ate airlines.

The new airline will 

keep all of American’s 
and US Airways’ hubs.

The companies said 
the new board of direc-
tors will have 12 mem-
bers: Three from Ameri-
can, including Horton; 
four from US Airways, 
including Parker; and 
five appointed by Amer-
ican’s creditors.

AMR shareholders are 
poised to get a 3.5 per-
cent stake in the new 
airline, the companies 

said. That’s unusual 
because equity holders 
typically get wiped out 
in a Chapter 11 proceed-
ing.

The companies said 
it’s too soon to know 
where the new airline’s 
operations center, res-
ervations, flight train-
ing, maintenance and 
crew bases will be.

Shares of US Airways 
rose 17 cents, or 1.2 per-
cent, to $14.66 in pre-
market trading.

TOUR
Continued from Page 1

area residents a chance 
to see the finished prod-
uct, fully furnished and 
operational.”

Parker said Friday’s 
event gives local law 
enforcement officials — 
from both the Howard 
County Sheriff’s Office 
and the Big Spring Po-
lice Department — a 
chance to show the com-
munity how the two 

agencies work hand-in-
hand.

“There are a number 
of areas at the law en-
forcement center both 
agencies share, which 
is very important to 
saving the taxpayers 
money,” Parker said. 
“It helps us to avoid the 
duplication of services, 
such as record keeping 
and dispatch. It also 
allow our law enforce-
ment officers to quickly 
and easily share infor-
mation on cases, which 

has been vital to both 
agency’s success.”

According to BSPD 
Chief Lonnie Smith, the 
joint law enforcement 
center has been a major 
step in the right direc-
tion for both agencies, 
as well as the citizens 
they serve.

“The new center will 
be a cost saver to our lo-
cal taxpayers and bring 
better efficiency to both 
departments,” Smith 
said. “The benefits will 
have an effect on our 

community. By shar-
ing the new center, both 
agencies share more 
information and assist 
each other with man-
power and training. 
This will be seen by the 
public as time goes on. 
The patrol division of 
both departments share 
briefings and work area, 
which conjoins the in-
formation needed to pa-
trol more efficiently.

“The city patrol are 
still assigned districts 
and work those areas 

through their shift. 
They start the shift and 
end the shift at the new 
building, but then they 
are in the districts as-
signed. As to noticing 
any difference in areas 
of town, the police pres-
ence should be the same. 
We have also completed 
consolidating dispatch 
services and records 
division. This consoli-
dation has and will pro-
vide better efficiency in 
these areas and provide 
savings on both depart-

ments’ budgets.”
For more information 

on Friday’s ceremony, 
call 432-264-2244.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

LBJ
Continued from Page 1

he sent by air mail or 
special delivery.

None of the letters is 
dated, but merely pro-
vides a day of the week. 
Fortunately for archi-
vists, Taylor saved the 
envelopes — Johnson 
didn’t — as well as the 
letters, allowing re-
searchers to assemble 
what they believe is a 
chronological order.

In one letter, Taylor 

defends her indecision 
on marriage, saying “ev-
erybody is so constantly 
urging” her to wait, that 
two months isn’t long 
enough to know him. 
“My head aches,” she 
writes.

Anderson said John-
son is “certainly roman-
tic in these letters in 
that he is wooing her, 
he’s trying to impress 
her and he makes vari-
ous arguments why they 
should get married.”

“I would not really call 
these letters sentimen-

tal. He wants a commit-
ment from her. ... His 
letters express that,” 
Anderson said. “They 
are fascinating.”

She said the letters re-
flect characteristics that 
would come to be synon-
ymous with the couple: 
“His impatience, his 
passion for helping peo-
ple; her interest in con-
servation and nature.”

He talks about get-
ting jobs for people, his 
own job in Washington 
and complains how she 
doesn’t write every day. 

Hers progress from, 
“I’m not so sure about 
this,” to, “I adore you.”

Ten weeks after they 
met, Johnson showed 
up in November 1934 at 
Lady Bird’s widowed fa-
ther’s home in Karnack 
in northeast Texas, to 
press for an answer. 
Even as they made the 
350-mile drive to San 
Antonio, she wasn’t 
sure she would “commit 
matrimony,” as Mrs. 
Johnson described it 
later.

But the couple mar-

ried Nov. 17, 1934, four 
days after the last let-
ter in the collection, at 
St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church in San Antonio.

Johnson dispatched a 
friend, Dan Quill, who 
was postmaster in the 
Alamo city, to get a ring 
for the ceremony. It 
came from a Sears store 
and cost $2.50.

Lady Bird Johnson 
spent 34 years in Wash-
ington as her husband’s 
political career took him 
to the chief executive’s 
office after President 

John F. Kennedy was 
assassinated in 1963. 
Lyndon Johnson was 
elected the following 
year to a four-year term, 
but declined to seek re-
election in 1968 amid 
growing civil unrest 
and challenges from his 
Democratic Party over 
his Vietnam War poli-
cies.

He and Lady Bird re-
tired to their ranch in 
Austin, and Lyndon 
Johnson died in 1973. 
Mrs. Johnson died in 
2007 at age 94.

Take note
• American Legion Post No. 506 will host a fish 

fry Saturday at 3203 W. Highway 80. Plates are $10 
each; serving will be from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and de-
livery is available from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more 
information, call 263-2084.

• An account has been established at Citizens 
Credit Union to help pay medical expenses for Jodi 
Schlipf Baird, who is being treated for Stage 4 can-
cer. For more information, contact the credit credit 
union at 267-6373 or Donna Whetsel at 432-466-9744.

• The Howard County A&M Club is accepting 
scholarship applications from high school stu-
dents who are graduating this May and have been 
accepted at Texas A&M University for the Fall 2013 
semester. Students must be Howard County resi-
dents and will enroll for at least 12 semester hours. 
Application deadline is April 1. More information 
and the application may be found on the club’s web 
site: www.westexags.com

• Healthy Woman is presenting a heart healthy 
affair “Be Aware of YOUR Heart” at noon Feb. 21 
at the Dora Roberts Community Center. Drs. Rudy 
and Chris Haddad will speak, along with a person 
story from Mitzi Knight. The event is free to the 
public, but reservations need to be made no later 
than Feb. 15 at 5 p.m. To reserve your spot, call 
Amanda Duforat at 432-268-4842 or Anita Cline at 
432-268-4721.

• Big Spring State Hospital patients are in need 
of warm clothing. Clean items should be taken to 
the Community Relations Office near the south 
entrance of the hospital, 1901 N. U.S. Highway 87. 

Clothing that cannot be used by the patients will be 
taken to the hospital’s Chalet Resale Shop for sale 
to raise money for patient needs. Men’s clothing 
and larger-sized clothing are always in need. For 
more information, call Melissa Adams, BSSH pro-
gram coordinator, at 432 268-7730.

• The Big Spring State Hospital Volunteer Ser-
vices Council needs assistance in The Chalet Re-
sale Shoppe, 115 East Second St. The Chalet Resale 
Shoppe is a fast-paced retail shop specializing in 
gently worn clothing and small household appli-
ance. Volunteers are needed to sort, price, check 
out and stock donated items. Volunteer hours are 
flexible. The Chalet is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Satur-
day. For more information, contact Jamey Stegall 
at james.stegall@dshs.state.tx.us or 432 268-7535.

• Compass Hospice is in need of your help. If you 
would be interested in offering your love and God’s 
comfort to those who are suffering, or to their fami-
lies, contact Michelle Coutermarsh at 263-5999 or 
come by 602 S. Main. 

Volunteers are needed in many categories includ-
ing patient care. You may give as much or as little 
time as you wish. Any amount of time is greatly ap-
preciated. Training is offered free of charge.

• Every Friday night from 7:30 p.m. until 10 p.m. 
is dance night at the Senior Citizen Center. The 
cost is $8 per person.

• Mobile Meals is in need of volunteer delivery 
drivers. If you can donate one hour per week to help 
deliver meals to the elderly, call Macaria Cantu at 

263-4016.

• Spring Tabernacle Ministries, 1209 Wright St., 
has a brief, inspirational message before giving 
away food and clothing on Thursday mornings. It’s 
a great way to work off community service and get 
help, too. Be there at 9 a.m.-11 a.m. and get two for 
one plus a rehab meeting. 

• Home Hospice is seeking volunteers. Volunteers 
are needed for in office duties as well as sitters, de-
liveries and crafts. To find out more information or 
to volunteer contact Sherry Hodnett at Home Hos-
pice by calling 264-7599. 

• Hangar 25 Air Museum needs your help. We are 
in need of volunteers to fill a variety of positions 
such as tour guides, front desk, clerical, events, 
and many others. Set your hours and days of the 
week you are available. Meet new people and en-
joy a rewarding experience. For more information, 
contact Emma Bogard at 432-267-2963.

• The Salvation Army is holding its annual heater 
drive and is in need of heaters. Community mem-
bers can donate new or used heaters. Monetary do-
nations are also welcomed. Donations can be made 
at the main office, located at 811 W. Fifth St., Mon-
day through Friday between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

• The Homeownership Preservation Foundation 
(HPF) is an independent national nonprofit dedi-
cated to helping distressed homeowners navigate 
financial challenges and avoid mortgage foreclo-
sure.  If you want to stop foreclosure and are in 
need of foreclosure help, call 888-995-HOPE.



Stories are important not 
as simple entertainment, 
but also as education and 
indoctrination. What we 

believe happened in the past and 
the stories we highlight shade 
our present and in-
fluence our future. 
The best stories 
not only have a 
moral, where good 
triumphs over 
evil, but engage us 
intellectually and 
also emotionally.

This past 
Tuesday night, 
President Barack 
Obama delivered 
his first State of 
the Union address 
for his second term on the floor 
of the House of Representatives. 
In attendance were Supreme 
Court justices, military gener-
als, Cabinet officers, senators, 
congressmen and guests — but 
Obama was not talking to the 
people in the audience as much 
as he was speaking to the people 
of our country.

He has to tell his story, to sell 
his story.

With a Republican-controlled 
House, the president must ap-
peal to the country as a whole 
if he is going to accomplish his 
goals. 

The best way to move the mem-
bers of Congress is to move their 
constituents, the voters who vote 
them in — and out — of office. 
The people then press on their 
representatives regarding the ac-
tion that they want them to take.

Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida 
gave the Republican response to 
Obama’s speech. 

Written before he knew what 
Obama was going to say, it takes 

on themes and policies without 
being specific.

Both men finished their 
speeches with the same conclu-
sion: It is our responsibility to 
write our chapter of our Ameri-
can story.

The importance of stories 
led Jim Loehr to write “The 
Power of Story: Rewrite Your 
Destiny in Business and in 
Life.” “Stories impose meaning 
on the chaos,” he wrote. “They 
organize and give context to our 
sensory experiences. ... Facts are 
meaningless until you create a 
story around them. ... A story is 
our creation of a reality; indeed 
our story matters more than 
what actually happened.”

This focus on words and 
stories was evident in the clos-
ing passages of the speeches by 
Obama and Rubio.

“We may do different jobs, and 
wear different uniforms, and 
hold different views than the 
person beside us, but as Ameri-
cans, we all share the same 
proud title: We are citizens,” 
Obama said.

“It’s a word that doesn’t just 
describe our nationality or legal 
status.

It describes the way we’re 
made. It describes what we 
believe. It captures the endur-
ing idea that this country only 
works when we accept certain 
obligations to one another and 
to future generations; that our 
rights are wrapped up in the 
rights of others; and that well 
into our third century as a na-
tion, it remains the task of us 
all, as citizens of these United 
States, to be the authors of the 
next great chapter in our Ameri-
can story.”

While Obama focused on the 

rights and responsibilities of 
citizens, Rubio focused on the 
hope our nation gives to people.

“This dream — of a better life 
for their children — it’s the hope 
of parents everywhere,” Ru-
bio said. “Politicians here and 
throughout the world have long 
promised that more government 
can make those dreams come 
true.

“But we Americans have 
always known better,” he con-
tinued. “From our earliest days, 
we embraced economic liberty 
instead. And because we did, 
America remains one of the few 
places on earth where dreams 
like these even have a chance.

“Each time our nation has 
faced great challenges, what has 
kept us together was our shared 
hope for a better life.

“Now, let that hope bring us 
together again. To solve the 
challenges of our time and write 
the next chapter in the amazing 
story of the greatest nation man 
has ever known.”

Obama’s close grouped all citi-
zens together, with shared rights 
and responsibilities. Rubio’s 
close brought Americans togeth-
er through hope for the future, 
and an embrace of economic 
liberty — not government — as 
the way to solve problems.

It will be interesting to watch 
and listen as the national con-
versation about the alternative 
stories take place and to see how 
our chapter of the American 
Story turns out.

To find out more about Jackie 
Gingrich Cushman, visit www.
creators.com.
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E ditoria l
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment
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Writing our American story

Guns and ammo ... and sex

T
he more complex and important the de-
bate, the more likely a single word can 
sway public opinion, which in turn ex-
erts irresistible pressure on members 

of Congress who face the voters again soon 
enough.

So no matter how much we might agree that 
the nation’s immigration system is a broken 
mess in desperate need of reform, one word 
swells into a Jabba-the-Hut barrier to sensible 
advancement: amnesty.

It has become almost tiresome to argue over 
the definition. Supporters, like this newspaper, 
will point to fact upon fact to show that com-
prehensive reform is anything but amnesty. 
Instead of granting guilt-free citizenship, plan 
after plan requires illegal immigrants to pass 
background checks, pay fines and back taxes, 
learn English and start their path to legaliza-
tion at the back of the line.

Opponents shake their heads and dig in: “They 
broke the law, didn’t they? Secure the border, 
and enforce the laws we already have.”

Everyone remains stuck in an angry place 
that precludes progress toward a smarter, 
fairer system. It needn’t be this way, and this 
newspaper is optimistic — for the first time in 
years — that reasonable people of good inten-
tion can push the debate beyond a single nettle-
some word.

At some point, those who decry amnesty 
must contend with a question they might rath-
er avoid: What do you do about the 11 million 
illegal immigrants already here?

If you believe the fix is as simple as rounding 
them up and sending them home, consider the 
prohibitive personnel and transportation costs 
— not to mention the visual of police-state 
sweeps of entire neighborhoods. There are rea-
sons no one seriously offers this as a solution. 
In a nation already running massive annual 
deficits and debt approaching $17 trillion, it 
makes no fiscal sense.

Neither does leaving these people in the shad-
ows, a half-step removed from American life.

As Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida puts it, “If we 
do nothing, what we have is de facto amnesty 
because we don’t know who the undocumented 
are.” That’s one reason he joined a bipartisan 
Senate group offering a better way. In addition 
to the penalties and requirements, the Gang of 
Eight’s legalization process would not begin 
until the border was judged secure and other 
enforcement measures were in place.

Opponents remain stung by memories of the 
1986 Simpson-Mazzoli Act, which effectively 
legalized 3 million illegal immigrants but 
never provided the promised enforcement and 
border security. That truly was amnesty, and 
it’s no surprise that it led to more, not fewer, 
illegal crossings over the years.

Opponents would have a point today if the Sen-
ate framework or President Barack Obama’s 
similar plan were as feckless. Instead, their 
goals are to make legality a stronger induce-
ment than illegality and finally put the amnes-
ty argument in the shadows, where it belongs.

— The Dallas Morning News

Putting an end to
amnesty argument

I learned a lot about biology 
by watching a Senate Ju-
diciary Committee hear-
ing that was titled: “What 

Should America Do About Gun 
Violence?”

I am not sure 
biology was sup-
posed to be the 
point, but an odd 
witness, who is not 
an expert on gun 
violence, let it rear 
its ugly head.

Gayle Trotter is 
a senior fellow at 
the Independent 
Women’s Forum, a 
self-described con-
servative group 
that believes in 
“limited government, personal 
liberty and free markets.”

Trotter also believes in guns 
and ammo. Lots of ammo.

She testified that women must 
be able to arm themselves with 
military-style semi-automatic 
rifles that contain large ammo 
magazines because women are 
smaller than men and need an 
equalizer.

A large ammo magazine allows 
a shooter to fire the weapon 
many, many times before reload-
ing. At Newtown, the shooter 
was able not only to murder 20 
children, but shoot each of them 
a sickening three to 11 times 
because he had a large ammo 
magazine.

Last year in Tucson, Ariz., the 
shooter who killed six people 
and wounded U.S. Rep. Gabrielle 
Giffords used a 33-round maga-
zine.

At Aurora, Colo., James 
Holmes used a 100-round drum 
magazine in his Smith & Wesson 
semiautomatic rifle, according 
to police, to kill 12 people and 
wound 58.

Police have testified that their 
greatest opportunity to rush 
shooters is when the shooter 
must stop firing to reload. If the 
shooter doesn’t have to reload 
for a long time, that opportunity 
is diminished.

None of which in convincing to 
Gayle Trotter.

“You are a large man, tall man, 
a tall man,” Trotter said to one 
senator who questioned the need 
for large ammo magazines. “You 

are not a young mother who has 
a young child with her. You can-
not understand.

“You are not a woman stuck in 
her house, not able to defend her 
children, not able to leave her 
child, not able to go seek safety 
on the phone with 911.”

This might be understandable 
if Trotter lived in Syria and 
needed to defend her family on a 
daily basis. But she lives in the 
United States. There is certainly 
violent crime in the United 
States, but little of it comes from 
criminals who kick down the 
doors of homes and come after 
women and children with guns 
blazing.

If that does happen, the safest 
thing to do is to call 911.

The most dangerous thing to 
do is to keep loaded weapons 
around the house where chil-
dren can find them and acciden-
tally kill themselves or others. 
(And the Newtown shooter 
killed his mother in her sleep 
with one of the many guns she 
kept around the house for self-
defense.)

As Slate recently pointed out: 
“The Harvard Injury Control 
Research Center has found that 
states with more guns have more 
female violent deaths. ... The Vi-
olence Policy Center’s research 
showed that in 1998, the year 
they studied, 83 women were 
killed by an intimate partner for 
every woman who used a gun in 
self-defense.”

But Trotter testified: “Guns 
make women safer. In a violent 
confrontation, guns reverse the 
balance of power. Armed with 
a gun, a woman may even have 
the advantage over a violent at-
tacker.”

This is a position upon which 

reasonable people can differ.
Personally, I believe a 

100-round gun magazine is far 
more likely to be used by a crim-
inal to kill innocent civilians 
and police than by a homeowner 
protecting herself.

Hunters do not need large-
capacity magazines. If you need 
100 rounds to shoot a deer, you 
need another sport.

But Trotter believes that 
guns even the biological score. 
Big men can be killed by small 
women. Which is only fair.

“If we ban these types of as-
sault weapons, you are putting 
women at a great disadvantage, 
more so than men, because they 
do not have the same type of 
physical strength and opportu-
nity to defend themselves in a 
hand-to-hand struggle,” Trotter 
told the senators.

OK. But there is one place 
women can go, arm themselves 
and legally shoot large, danger-
ous men: the military.

The U.S. military recently 
announced that women will 
officially be allowed in combat 
— they have unofficially been 
in combat for years — and you 
would think Trotter would be in 
favor of this.

Here is a chance for small 
women to arm themselves with 
large weapons and kill all the 
big, male attackers that they 
want. And Afghanistan is one 
good place they can do it.

But Trotter is opposed to this.
“There are real reasons to 

avoid putting women in com-
bat,” Trotter wrote on her blog 
last June. “When you mix young 
women with fit young men, preg-
nancies are to be expected.”

But we have the finest fight-
ing forces in the world. They 
are capable of both killing the 
enemy and fooling around. Quite 
possibly at the same time.

And we owe it to America and 
biology to give them the chance 
to prove it.

To find out more about Roger 
Simon, and read features by oth-
er Creators writers and cartoon-
ists, visit the Creators webpage at 
www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2013 CREATORS.
COM

Hunters do not need 
large-capacity maga-
zines. If you need 100 
rounds to shoot a 
deer, you need anoth-
er sport.
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News in brief
Ex-judge says he helped 
Austin attorney’s lawsuits 

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas (AP) — A former South 
Texas judge who faces prison in a bribery scandal 
has testified he helped an Austin attorney with cas-
es and planned to join his firm.

Testimony continues in the Corpus Christi brib-
ery and racketeering trial of Marc Rosenthal. Ex-
state District Judge Abel Limas earlier pleaded 
guilty to racketeering and awaits sentencing.

The Valley Morning Star reports Limas on 
Wednesday testified about his relationship with 
ex-state Rep. Jim Solis and Rosenthal. Solis was 
convicted of extortion-related counts.

Limas described talks with Rosenthal and So-
lis, saying they issued instructions on orders and 
rulings for two cases. Limas says discussions also 
involved him joining Rosenthal’s firm and getting 
$100,000 up front for his favors while on the bench.

The defense says Solis was the person making 
deals with the judge.

Houston police shoot, kill 
man holding toddler son 

HOUSTON (AP) — Houston police have shot and 
killed a man who threatened his year-old son with 
a butcher knife and refused to surrender while 
smoking crack cocaine.

The toddler was not injured Wednesday night. 
Police didn’t immediately release the name of the 
father or the officer who opened fire during the 
standoff at an apartment.

Neighbors called police about a man and a woman 
fighting. Police forced their way into the unit and 
the woman holding the boy put him down and ran 
outside.

Police spokesman John Cannon says the man 
picked up his son while smoking crack from a pipe. 
Cannon says an officer fired when the father put the 
knife to the child’s throat.

Police say the boy’s mother was at the complex 
but not present during the argument.

Ex-Stanford execs to 
learn fate for $7B swindle

HOUSTON (AP) — The last two defendants await-
ing sentencing for their roles in a $7 billion Ponzi 
scheme run by disgraced Texas financier R. Allen 
Stanford head to federal court in Houston to learn 
their fate.

Gilbert Lopez Jr. and Mark Kuhrt are set to be 
sentenced Thursday. They were each convicted 
last year of conspiracy to commit wire fraud and 
nine counts of wire fraud. Each count carries a 
maximum of 20 years in prison.

Stanford was convicted last year on 13 fraud-re-
lated counts and sentenced to 110 years in prison. 
Prosecutors say Lopez and Kuhrt helped to hide 
Stanford’s misuse of assets. Lopez was Stanford’s 
chief accounting officer, while Kuhrt was the glob-
al controller.

Besides Stanford, two other former executives 
with his now-dismantled business empire have 
been sentenced.

Escaped prisoner described 
as ‘a schizophrenic’

GRAPEVINE, Texas (AP) — The Florida pris-
oner who stabbed a detective and escaped near 
Dallas while being transported to Nevada is “a 
schizophrenic” who vowed not to return to prison, 
according to authorities and a 911 call released 
Wednesday.

Alberto Morales, 42, escaped Monday after using 
a piece from his eyeglasses to stab Miami-Dade De-
tective Jaime Pardinas, one of two officers trans-
ferring the prisoner by car to Nevada. The escape 
happened while they were stopped in a Wal-Mart 
store parking lot in Grapevine, a community near 
the Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport.

Grapevine police spokesman Robert Eberling 

said authorities continue to search near the airport 
and will do so until they believe they should look 
elsewhere. He said the search covers “any place 
anybody can hide,” including yards and drainage 
ditches.

Eberling said inmates who knew Morales in pris-
on have told investigators that he had vowed not to 
return.

“He’s made it pretty clear that he’s not going back 
to prison,” Eberling said.

On a recording of a 911 call released Wednesday, 
Pardinas can be heard breathing heavily as he tells 
the operator that he’s been stabbed. He described 
Morales’ height, weight and appearance and then 
added, “He’s a schizophrenic.”

On another 911 call, a bystander told the opera-
tor: “There’s a guy with a gun and somebody on the 
floor bleeding.” The caller than clarified that “the 
guy with the gun is helping the guy that’s bleed-
ing.”

Texas providers urge 
more women’s health funding 

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — A new coalition of Texas 
health providers on Wednesday called for more 
funding for women’s health programs after the 
state cut off money to Planned Parenthood and oth-
er clinics.

The Texas Women’s Healthcare Coalition that 
debuted Wednesday doesn’t include Planned Par-
enthood, which Republican lawmakers targeted in 
2011 under a bill that prohibits abortion-affiliated 
providers from participating in a state health pro-
gram for low-income women.

Dr. Janet Realini, a chief organizer behind the co-
alition, says state budget drafts indicate that family 
planning services will mean 147,000 fewer women 
will receive preventive care and family planning 
than in 2010. Her organization argues that cuts will 
also lead to 24,000 additional unplanned pregnan-
cies that will cost the state hundreds of millions in 
dollars in additional Medicaid costs.

“This coalition is designed to be another voice 
that this is not just about Planned Parenthood,” Re-
alini said.

The Texas Medical Association and Texas Hospi-
tal Association are among the coalition members.

A Texas judge last made a key ruling last month 
refusing to allow Planned Parenthood to rejoin 
the Texas Women’s Health Program. State health 
officials have said that have recruited more than 
enough new providers to make up for the exclusion 
of Planned Parenthood in the program.

CPRIT chief: No 
moratorium end targeted yet

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — A moratorium that has 
prohibited Texas’ troubled $3 billion cancer-fight-
ing agency from handing out more money since 
December will continue for now as hundreds of 
funded projects continue being reviewed, the state 
official in charge of the decision said Wednesday.

Wayne Roberts, interim executive director of the 
Cancer Prevention and Research Institute of Tex-
as, declined to offer a timetable on when the agency 
that remains mired in a criminal investigation and 
widespread rebuke might begin operating as nor-
mal again.

“I’m weighing whether or not we ought to un-
freeze anything,” Roberts said.

He spoke after the embattled agency, known as 
CPRIT, ended two weeks of testimony in front of 
angry state lawmakers who questioned what led to 
the approval of more than $56 million in taxpayer 
dollars for grants that weren’t endorsed by peer-
review councils — if the projects were reviewed at 
all.

As the agency kept plunging into deeper turmoil 
by December, Gov. Rick Perry and other top law-
makers called for a moratorium on new grants until 
confidence in the beleaguered efforts was restored. 
CPRIT immediately agreed to the request.

Roberts said the agency still needs to review more 
than 300 previously awarded grants to make sure 
none of those were handled improperly. He stopped 
short, however, of saying he would wait until re-
view is complete to propose an end to the morato-
rium.

Among the troubled grants uncovered at CPRIT 
was an $11 million grant to a Dallas-based startup 
that completely bypassed the review process. An-
other was a $25 million for a cancer clinical network 
that spent more than $100,000 on office furniture, 
and never secured matching funds from outside in-
vestors as required under state law.

Roberts said he understood that lawmakers need-
ed to vent their anger and disappointment since 
the Legislature convened last month, but he said 
he hopes the conversations will now shift toward 
repairing the agency and moving forward.

3 executives plead 
guilty in fraud scheme 

PLANO, Texas (AP) — Three more executives 
have pleaded guilty to charges in a multimillion-
dollar oil and gas investment fraud case.

A Justice Department statement Wednesday an-
nounced the guilty pleas in federal court in Plano 
by Brendan W. Coughlin of Dallas, Henry D. Har-
rison of Dallas and W. Mark Miller of Plano.

Documents show Coughlin and Harrison founded 
and controlled Provident Royalties, which had its 
main office in Dallas but is no longer in business. 
Miller served as chief financial officer and later 
as president. The news release says Coughlin and 
Harrison conspired with others to defraud inves-
tors of $2.3 million, and Miller knew of the caper, 
failed to report it and helped conceal it.

Coughlin and Harrison face up to five years in 
federal prison. Miller faces up to three years.

Special prosecutors 
appointed in teen beating case 

HOUSTON (AP) — A judge has granted a request 
by prosecutors to recuse themselves from the cases 
of three former Houston police officers accused of 
beating a teenage burglary suspect.

The Harris County district attorney’s office says 
it asked to be removed to avoid a potential conflict 
of interest. The wife of recently elected District At-
torney Mike Anderson previously represented an-
other officer who was investigated in the case.

During a court hearing Wednesday in Houston, 
state District Judge Ruben Guerrero appointed two 
Houston defense attorneys as special prosecutors.

Former Houston police officers Phillip Bryan, 
Raad Hassan and Drew Ryser face misdemeanor 
charges for their roles in the alleged March 2010 
beating of the teen, which was caught on video sur-
veillance. A fourth ex-officer who had been indicted 
was acquitted in May.

Terrell hospital closes 
amid government scrutiny 

TERRELL, Texas (AP) — A North Texas hospital 
has closed amid regulatory questions over care af-
ter two patients died and failure to pay more than 
$425,000 in property taxes.

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
on Tuesday halted federal funding for Renaissance 
Hospital in Terrell (TEHR’-uhl), a city of nearly 
16,000 located 30 miles east of Dallas.

The hospital owner, Dr. Tariq Mahmood, could 
not immediately be reached for comment Wednes-
day.

Several government entities have tax claims 
against the 102-bed hospital that was operated in a 
building leased from Terrell. All 150 employees lost 
their jobs Tuesday.

The Texas Department of State Health Services 
last month began the process to revoke the hospi-
tal’s license and cited the recent deaths of two pa-
tients for alleged care failures.

Democrats want immigration talks back at Capitol
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) 

— National Republican 
activist and powerbro-
ker Grover Norquist 
told a conservative fo-
rum Wednesday that 
his party is not anti-im-
migrant, even though 
many people have been 
led to believe so by a 
small, vocal group of ex-
tremists.

His sentiments came 
hours after a pair of 
Democrats in the Tex-
as House called on the 
Republican-controlled 

state Legislature to 
pass a resolution urging 
leaders in Washington 
to enact nationwide im-
migration reform as the 
White House and Con-
gress propose new paths 
to citizenship for an esti-
mated 11 million people 
in the U.S. illegally.

Norquist is president 
of Americans for Tax 
Reform, but lately has 
advocated for overhaul-

ing the nation’s immi-
gration laws. 

He said the majority 
of Republicans are with 
him — not the extrem-
ists.

“We’ve had some very 
loud voices, unneces-
sarily angry voices, 
that have been too loud 
and the reason that 
they’ve been loud and 
been heard is that the 
other people, the people 

here, have been silent,” 
Norquist said, refer-
ring to business and 
religious leaders who 
gathered at a Baptist 
church in Austin for 
the forum.

Norquist said the par-
ty got saddled with the 
wrong message because 
of radio talk show hosts 
and TV commentators 
who “get described as 
very conservative.”
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and Inground Pool Kits & Supplies

It’s easy to blame the driver when a big 
rig is involved in a wreck, but the truth is 
usually much more complex. When trucking 
company management cuts corners in 
training, equipment and maintenance, the 
rest of us pay the price. If you or someone 
you love has been killed or injured in an 
18-wheeler truck wreck, call us today for 
professional insight.

18-Wheeler Wrecks
EXPERIENCE 

COUNTS
Lawyers with more than 100 

years combined expertise.

1-800-460-0606
www.YourCarWreck.com

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., J.D.
Doctor-Lawyer in Full-time Law Practice

Richard A. Dodd, L.C.
Timothy R. Cappolino, P.C.

Board Certifi ed Personal Injury Trial Law and Civil Trial 
Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

NO FEE FOR FIRST VISIT
CAMERON, TEXAS

By Steve Becker sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 4 of 5 - Medium

2 5 1

4 7 1 5

8 6

7 3 1 8

7 4

9 3 5 6

4 2

5 2 6 7

8 9 3
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Sudoku Answers on Page a5

News in brief
Ex-LA cop who led deadly rampage 
ultimately done in by series of 
mistakes and miscalculations

LOS ANGELES (AP) — He styled himself as a 
Rambo-like guerrilla, someone trained to outwit 
and outshoot the police at every turn, and while 
Christopher Dorner left no doubt he could be un-
forgivingly violent, when it came to keeping ahead 
of the law during his deadly rampage, he made one 
gaffe after another.

The last one — letting one of two people he tied 
up get loose and call police as he made off in their 
purple car — tipped authorities he was coming.

The angry ex-cop, who authorities say boasted 
that police agencies had no chance of capturing him 
except on his terms, appears to have been killed 
Tuesday in a fierce gun battle after he wrecked 
two getaway cars and had to make a last stand in a 
mountain cabin 80 miles east of Los Angeles.

The cabin went up in flames after authorities 
launched pyrotechnic tear-gas canisters into it, 
and authorities were all but certain the charred 
body found inside afterward was Dorner’s. They 
are waiting for forensic tests to confirm that, but 
in the meantime San Bernardino County Sheriff 
John McMahon said Wednesday that authorities 
consider the hunt over.

Police: Olympic athlete Oscar 
Pistorius in custody after 
woman shot dead in his home

PRETORIA, South Africa (AP) — Olympic athlete 
Oscar Pistorius was taken into custody and was ex-
pected to appear in court Thursday after a 30-year-
old woman who was believed to be his girlfriend 
was shot dead at his home in South Africa’s capital, 
Pretoria.

Police Lt. Col. Katlego Mogale told The Associ-
ated Press that officers received a call in the early 
hours of the morning that there had been a shoot-
ing at the double-amputee runner’s home in a gated 
housing complex.

Mogale said when police arrived they found para-
medics trying to revive the woman, who had been 
shot an unspecified number of times. Mogale, who 
was speaking to the AP from the scene, said the 
woman died at the house.

Officers found a 9 mm pistol at Pistorius’ house 
and Mogale said the 26-year-old Pistorius is expect-
ed to appear in court later on Thursday.

Police have not released the name of the woman, 
but the publicist for Reeva Steenkamp, Pistorius’ 
girlfriend, told Sky News that Steenkamp had died. 
Tributes to Steenkamp, a model, poured onto social 
media sites.

Scarred from political skirmishes, 
Boehner content to let Democratic 
proposals come to him

WASHINGTON (AP) — John Boehner is pulling 
back. After two stressful years as Washington’s 
most powerful Republican and a pair of failed, high-

profile rounds of budget talks with President Ba-
rack Obama — and disappointment over Obama’s 
re-election — the battle-scarred House speaker has 
adopted a you-first approach to the Democrat in the 
White House, his allies who control the Senate and 
anyone else who wants to work with them.

Upcoming across-the-board spending cuts set to 
slam the economy in two weeks? Boehner says a so-
lution is up to Obama and Senate Democrats.

New ideas to prevent gun violence? Let’s see what 
the Senate can pass, Boehner says, then we’ll take 
a look.

Immigration reform? Boehner says it’s best left to 
bipartisan working groups in both the House and 
Senate.

And the litany of new initiatives unveiled by 
Obama in Tuesday’s State of the Union address?

Republicans linking Hagel’s 
nomination to demand for 
information on Benghazi

WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate Republicans have 
questioned Chuck Hagel’s truthfulness and they’ve 
challenged his patriotism.

Now they’re threatening to stonewall his nomina-
tion to be President Barack Obama’s defense secre-
tary unless the White House gives them more infor-
mation about what Obama was doing on the night 
of the deadly attack on the U.S. diplomatic mission 
in Benghazi, Libya.

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., has 
set the stage for a full Senate vote on Hagel, a for-
mer two-term Republican senator from Nebraska 
and twice-wounded Vietnam combat veteran. Reid 
filed a motion Wednesday to limit debate and force 
a vote, which is expected to be held Friday. While 
Democrats hold a 55-45 edge in the Senate and have 
the numbers to confirm Hagel on a majority vote, 
they need the support of five Republicans to clear 
the way for an up-or-down vote on him.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., said he’ll vote 
against ending debate on Hagel’s nomination and 
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., may join him if the 
White House doesn’t tell them whether Obama 
spoke to any Libyan government official during the 
assault and requested assistance for the American 
personnel at the mission. U.S. Ambassador Chris 
Stevens and three other Americans died in the raid 
last September at the compound in Benghazi.

“There seems to not be much interest to hold 
this president accountable for a national security 
breakdown that led to the first ambassador being 
killed in the line of duty in over 30 years,” Graham 
said. “No, the debate on Chuck Hagel is not over. 
It has not been serious. We don’t have the infor-
mation we need. And I’m going to fight the idea of 
jamming somebody through until we get answers 
about what the president did personally when it 
came to the Benghazi debacle.”

Outgoing Social Security 
commissioner says benefit 
cuts, tax hikes inevitable

WASHINGTON (AP) — Outgoing Social Security 
Commissioner Michael J. Astrue has some parting 
shots for Congress, the White House and advocates 
for seniors. They have all “really walked away 
from Social Security,” he says, leaving the program 
“fraying because of inattention to its problems.”

Instead of making the hard choices to fix Social 

Security’s financial problems, policymakers “use 
it as a tool of political rhetoric,” Astrue said.

Astrue, 56, has headed the federal government’s 
largest program since 2006 — he was nominated by 
former President George W. Bush. By law, Social 
Security commissioners serve six-year terms, so 
President Barack Obama will now have the oppor-
tunity to choose his own nominee, who must be ap-
proved by the Senate. Astrue’s last day on the job 
was Wednesday.

The trustees who oversee Social Security say the 
program’s trust funds will run dry in 2033, leaving 
Social Security with only enough revenue to pay 
about 75 percent of benefits. Already the program 
is paying out more in benefits than it collects in 
payroll taxes.

As commissioner, Astrue served as a trustee. He 
regularly urged Congress to address Social Secu-
rity’s long-term financial problems but refrained 
from publicly weighing in on various options to cut 
benefits or raise taxes — until now.

After days stranded at sea aboard 
disabled Carnival ship, bus trip 
awaits weary passengers

MOBILE, Ala. (AP) — After days stranded in the 
Gulf of Mexico in conditions some have described 
as dismal, most passengers aboard the disabled 
Carnival Triumph can look forward to a two-hour 
bus ride Thursday after they reach dry land.

The company announced its plan for passengers 
late Wednesday as the Triumph was being towed to 
a port in Mobile, Ala., with more than 4,000 people 
on board, some of whom have complained to rela-
tives that they have limited access to food and bath-
rooms.

“It’s a nightmare,” said Vivian Tilley, whose sis-
ter, Renee Shanar, is on the ship. Tilley said Sha-
nar, of Houston, told her the cabins were hot and 
smelled like smoke from the engine fire, forcing 
passengers to stay on the deck. She also said people 
were getting sick.

The company has disputed the accounts of pas-
sengers who describe the ship as filthy, saying em-
ployees are doing everything to ensure people are 
comfortable.

Meanwhile, officials in Mobile were preparing a 
cruise terminal that has not been used for a year to 
help passengers go through customs after their or-
deal. The Triumph is expected to arrive Thursday 
afternoon.

Documents sketch close 
dealings of Nixon, Clinton, on 
Russia, foreign affairs

YORBA LINDA, Calif. (AP) — In the final months 
of his life, Richard Nixon quietly advised President 
Bill Clinton on navigating the post-Cold War world, 
even offering to serve as a conduit for messages 
to Russian President Boris Yeltsin and other gov-
ernment officials, newly declassified documents 
show.

Memos and other records show Nixon’s behind-
the-scenes relations with the Clinton White House. 
The documents are part of an exhibit opening Fri-
day at the Nixon Presidential Library, marking the 
centennial of his birth.

Clinton has talked often of his gratitude to Nixon 
for his advice on foreign affairs, particularly Rus-
sia. In a video that will be part of the exhibit, Clin-
ton recalls receiving a letter from the 37th presi-
dent shortly before his death on April 22, 1994, at a 
time when Clinton was assessing U.S. relations “in 
a world growing ever more interdependent and yet 
ungovernable.”

“I sought guidance in the example of President 
Nixon, who came to the presidency at a time in 
our history when Americans were tempted to say, 
‘We’ve had enough of the world,’” Clinton says in 
the video. “But President Nixon knew we had to 
continue to reach out to old friends and to old en-
emies alike. He knew America could not quit the 
world.”

The documents from late February and early 
March 1994 show Nixon, then 81, in his role of el-
der statesman. It was two decades after he left the 
White House in disgrace during Watergate.

From Valentine’s Day to zombies, 
Vegas embraces in-your-face gun 
promotion as others pull back

LAS VEGAS (AP) — One Las Vegas shooting 
range is selling “take a shot at love” packages that 
include 50 submachine gun rounds. Another is of-
fering wedding packages in which the bride and 
groom can pose with Uzis and ammunition belts. 
And a third invites lovebirds to renew their vows 
and shoot a paper cutout zombie in the face.

Never known for its understatement or good taste, 
Sin City is bucking the national trend of avoiding 
flippant gun promotions after the Newton, Conn., 
elementary school shooting. Instead, it is embrac-
ing tourists’ newfound interest in big guns the only 
way it knows how: by going all in.

The newest crop of outlandish Valentine’s Day of-
fers is no exception.
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Sports
Calendar

TODAY
Women’s Basketball
• Howard College at New Mexico 
Junior College, Hobbs, N.M., 5:45 
p.m. MST.

Men’s Basketball
• Howard College at New Mexico 
Junior College, Hobbs, N.M., 7:45 
p.m. MST.

Powerlifting
• Big Spring at Sweetwater meet.

FRIDAY
Girl’s Basketball Playoffs
• Forsan vs. Christoval, Robert Lee 
High School, 6:30 p.m.
• Grady vs. Balmorhea, Buena Vista 
High School, 6 p.m.

Boy’s Basketball
• Garden City vs. May, Ballinger 
High School, 6:30 p.m.

Softball
• Howard College at Midland Clas-
sic Tournament (through Saturday), 
TBA.

Golf
• Big Spring at Snyder (through Sat-
urday, girls only).

Tennis
• Big Spring at Odessa Invitational 
(through Saturday).

SATURDAY
Boy’s Basketball
• Grady vs. Clarendon, Canyon, 
Randall High School, 3 p.m.

SUNDAY
Baseball
• Howard College at Cloud County 
Community College, Hobbs, N.M. 
(doubleheader), noon & 3 p.m. MST.

To submit a calendar item, please call 263-7331, 
ext. 237, or e-mail sports@bigspringherald.com

Area Briefs
Chicano Golf Association to hold 
Membership Drive Tournament

The Chicano Golf Association of Big Spring is 
holding an open membership drive tourney Sunday 
at the Comanche Trail Golf Course. Sign-ups are 
from 8 a.m. until 9:30 p.m., with a shotgun start at 
10 a.m.

 It is a 4-man scramble format and you can bring 
your own team. Cost will $35 per person with mul-
ligans offered for $5 apiece. Prizes will be awarded 
for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. Food will be provided. 
For more information, contact Tommy Billalba at 
816-1091 or Charlie Garcia at 213-2081.

Big Spring Little League 
registration now open

Sign-ups for Big Spring Little League are being 
held at the Big Spring Mall  on Saturday, Feb. 16 
from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. Another registration will 
be held on Monday, Feb 11 through Friday, Feb. 16 
from 5:30 p.m. until 7 p.m., also at the mall.

There are several age divisions and children from 
4-16 years are invited to join. The cost is $80 per 
child, regardless of age. A birth certificate must 
presented at the time of registration.

For more information, call Robert Smith at 816-
8161 or Paige Jackson at 213-2062.

Big Spring Country Club 
to hold 4-person scramble

The Big Spring Country Club will be hosting a 
four-person scramble Saturday and Sunday, 
February 23-24. Entry fee is $100 per player plus 
cart fees. Private carts are welcome. 

A shotgun start will commence at 1 p.m. each 
day. 

Entrance fee includes one mulligan per day and 
barbeque on the course Saturday. Practice rounds 
will be available Friday. 

Field will be flighted by first round score, with 
the number of flights determined by number of 
entires.

For more information, contact the pro shop at 267-
5354.

HERALD file photo/visit www.claxtonphotography.com

Howard College’s Stephanie Carrillo attempts a shot during a game earlier this season against Clarendon 
College. Both the Lady Hawks (17-9, 5-5 ) and Hawks (21-4, 8-3) will be in action today in Hobbs against New 
Mexico Junior College. 

Carter passes Bird, Mavs 
put away Kings, 123-100

DALLAS (AP) — 
Move over, Larry Leg-
end. Vinsanity still has 
a few special moments 
in him.

Vince Carter scored 
26 points to pass Larry 
Bird on the NBA’s ca-
reer scoring list, and 
the Dallas  Mavericks 
headed into the All-
Star break with a 123-
100 victory against the 
Sacramento Kings on 
Wednesday night.

Carter earned his 
nickname with circus 

dunks but can’t quite 
rattle the rim like he 
used to. He’s more dan-
gerous these days from 
one of the places where 
Bird did plenty of dam-
age: the 3-point line.

The 14-year veteran 
turned aside a Sacra-
mento rally in the third 
quarter by going 5 of 7 
from long range and 
scoring 17 of Dallas’ last 
21 points in the period. 
He ended the night with 
21,796 career points for 
29th on the all-time list, 

five ahead of Bird.
“There were open 

shots and I was shoot-
ing them to make them. 
I wasn’t shooting to get 
attention,” said Carter, 
who also became the 
11th NBA player with 
at least 1,600 3-pointers. 
“I’ve talked to Larry be-
fore. He is a legend and 
one of the greatest to 
play the game.”

Tyreke Evans scored 
23 for the Kings, who 
lost their 18th straight 
regular season game in 

Dallas dating back al-
most 10 years.

The 3-pointer that 
pushed Carter past Bird 
came from a couple 
of feet behind the line 
with 2.9 seconds left in 
the third quarter and 
gave Dallas a 92-77 lead.

“It seems like every 
night, one of our guys 
is breaking a record,” 
said Shawn Marion, 
one year shy of Carter 
in NBA experience. 

See MAVS, Page 12 

Late 3-pointer lifts Spurs past Cavs
CLEVELAND (AP) — The 

San  Antonio  Spurs had all of 
their stars together for the first 
time in a month — and the game-
winning shot still came from a 
role player.

Kawhi Leonard made a 3-point-
er with 2.9 seconds remaining to 
give San Antonio a 96-95 victory 
over the Cleveland Cavaliers on 
Wednesday night.

The Spurs, who have won 14 of 
15, had Tim Duncan, Tony Park-
er and Manu Ginobili on the 
floor together for the first time 
since Jan. 13, but it was Leonard 
who saved the day.

“It was tough situation and we 

won it,” Ginobili said.
Leonard’s clutch basket from 

the right corner off Parker’s as-
sist came after Dion Waiters’ 
jump shot with 9.5 seconds re-
maining put Cleveland ahead 
95-93.

San Antonio called timeout af-
ter Waiters’ shot. The Cavaliers 
had a foul to give and grabbed 
Duncan with 8.8 seconds remain-
ing. The ensuing inbounds pass 
went to Parker, who drove into 
the lane and found a wide-open 
Leonard in the right corner. 
Leonard drilled the shot, giving 
the Spurs a two-point lead.

“We practiced that 1,000 times 

so I knew we’d be able to execute 
it,” Spurs coach Gregg Popovich 
said. “If Tony had the open 
layup, he would’ve have gotten 
the layup. That was his alterna-
tive.”

“I thought I had the layup, but 
I saw Kawhi open,” said Parker, 
who led the Spurs with 24 points. 
“I wasn’t only playing for the 
win, but I’d been setting up my 
teammates all night.”

“One thing we didn’t want to 
give up at the end of the game 
was a 3,” Cleveland coach By-
ron Scott said. “That’s the one 

See SPURS, Page 12 
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Want to Buy
CASH FOR Diabetic Test 
Strips Check us out online! All 
Major Brands Bought 
Dtsbuyers.com 
1-888-978-6906.

Cemetery Lots
2 CEMETERY Plots- Trinity 
Memorial Park ‘’Serenity’’. Lot 
9, spaces 1 and 2. Bargain 
$2,000.00 for both. Call 
(432)275-0541.

2 CEMETERY Plots at Trinity 
Park, Garden of Machpelah. 
Space 1 & 2, Lot 355. Value at 
$3600 will take $2500. Contact 
432-213-5422.

TRINITY MEMORIAL Park- 
Garden of Canan- Space 1 & 
2, Lot 300. Value-$1725.00 
each will take $1500.00 each 
OBO. Call (325)728-7071 or 
(325)728-3986 after 7:00pm.

Garage Sales
DOWN SIZING Sale: 2413 
South  Anderson   Rd.,  Friday 
and Saturday 9:00-5:00. Wind-
berg prints, saddles,  horse 
clocks, oak furniture, Montarray 
western ware, Fred Roberts 
china, misc. items. Call 
(432)267-3547.

GARAGE SALE 2608 
Barskdale  Saturday 8 until. 
Lots of unsee items., dishes, 
craft items,  $.50 comic books, 
left over items from craft show.

GARAGE SALE: 3305 Cornell 
Ave, Saturday 8-12. Lots 
women’s of clothing, mens 
clothing,  household items and 
lots more.

Help Wanted
AMERICAN TRUCK and 
Equipment Painting is looking 
for Experienced Painters & 
Coaters.  100% Employer paid 
Blue   Cross   &   Blue   Shield 
Insurance after 90 days. Call 
(432)756-3388  or  apply  in 
person  at  3262  East  I-20, 
Stanton, Tx.

Helena Chemical Company, a 
national agricultural-chemical 
company, has an immediate 
opening   for   CDL   Driver, 
Shop  Hand  and  Part-time 
Receptionist.   Class   A-  CDL 
license   and  farm experience 
helpful;  but  will  consider 
training. Requires high  school 
diploma    or   equivalent.   We 
offer  an   excellent  working 
environment and outstanding 
compensation and   benefits 
package.    For consideration, 
please apply  at:

Helena Chemical Company
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring, TX 79720
432-263-9963

or fax 264-9030
Pre-employment drug 

screen required.
EOE

M/F/V/H

Assistant Manager/Collector
Security Finance is now taking 
applications. We offer benefits, 
competitive pay, and advance-
ment opportunities. Apply in 
person at 501 E. 3rd. 

BIG  DOG  RIG Movers  is 
looking for Fork Lift Operator, 
Tire Service Technician, Gin 
Truck Driver, Poll Truck Driver 
& Slickback Driver. Great Pay 
with benefits.  Apply  in person 
at 309 East IH-20, Big Spring. 
EOE.

NOW HIRING experienced 
Pushers and Hands with valid 
drivers license. Salary DOE. 
Must pass drug screen. Apply 
in person 101 Hooser Rd, 
Sand Springs.

Help Wanted

BLUE SKY Service is looking 
for Experience Back Hoe, 
Track Hoe and Skid Loader 
Operators. For more informa-
tion please call 432-580-7332.

CAT CONSTRUCTION now 
hiring Roustabout Pushers, 
Hands and Dozer Operators. 
Top Pay. Apply in person 600 
S. E.  Broadway, Coahoma.

CHILD CAREGIVER- 2 Posi-
tions available 1:30pm-6:30pm 
& 5:30pm-8:30pm. Apply  at 
Jack  &  Jill,  1708 Nolan.

Coastal Transport
We now have a 

$2000.00 
Sign On Bonus!

We  are  now  hiring  drivers to
deliver  petroleum  products  in
and around the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat

and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*Scheduled Days Off
*Home Everyday

Please contact
1-888-527-7221

CROSSTEX      ENERGY
Services is a midstream natural 
gas company. We are seeking 
a Plant Operator on a contract 
basis. This position is responsi-
ble for assisting in the opera-
tion of natural gas cryogenic 
processing facility in Glasscock 
County. This includes but not 
limited to monitoring operations 
of natural gas  processing 
plant,  product   treating,   and 
compression, making neces-
sary adjustments, performing 
inspections, preventive mainte-
nance, lab tasks, and truck 
loading. Send resume to 

Michael.Solomon@
crosstexenergy.com

DAY’S INN needs Front Desk 
and Housekeeping person. 
Apply  at   Front Office @ 2701 
South Gregg Street. 

EXPERIENCE FARM Hand 
Wanted! Call after 7:00p.m. 
(432)684-5418.

FURRS  BUFFET now  hiring  
apply          online               at 

https://
furrsjobs.clickandhire.net 

or please call 432-267-2895.

Great Horn Carriers, Inc.
Tanker Driver Needed

REQUIRES: 
Class A CDL with Haz-Mat

2 years Tanker/ Fuel Preferred
Local Hauling, No Nights.
Good Pay with Benefits
$500.00 Sign-On Bonus.

FMI: 
(432)683-2868, (432)288-3761

IN-HOME CAREGIVER
Comfort Keepers is seeking 
kind, caring & personable indi-
viduals to provide non-medical 
in-home care to the elderly. 
Full & Part time positions avail-
able and weekends. Flexible 
schedule. CNA’s preferred but 
not required. Must have Own 
Transportation. Please apply at 
Texas Workforce Solutions.

Help Wanted
INGRAM   CONCRETE, a 
family-oriented concrete manu-
facturing company, is currently 
seeking Fleet Mechanics. 
These    are   full-time   and 
permanent positions in Mid-
land, Abilene, San Angelo, 
Sweetwater, and Big Spring, 
Texas. Compensation based 
on experience. Paid weekly. 
Home daily. No waiting period 
on medical insurance. Full 
benefits/401k. Please call 
325-646-6518  for  additional 
information. EOE M/F/D/V

Join our professional cleaning 
team! Advancement opportuni-
ties. We provide paid training, 
all  necessary  supplies and 
uniform.  Must  have  own 
transportation & speak English. 
All cleaners are drug tested & 
background checked. Bonded 
and insured. Call J. Williams 
Management at 432-699-2090

KASE     CONSTRUCTION-
Big Spring, TX.. Specializing in 
Pipeline Construction; Trench-
ing & Road Boring is currently 
hiring     for      the    following 
position. 
* Laborers
Applicants must be honest, 
hard    working and  depend-
able. Must pass pre-employ-
ment and random Drug 
Screen. Apply in person 510 
E. 1st in Big Spring.

KASE     CONSTRUCTION-
Big Spring, TX.. Specializing in 
Pipeline Construction; Trench-
ing & Road Boring is currently 
hiring     for      the    following 
positions. 
* Dozer Operator
* CDL Drivers
Applicants must be honest, 
hard    working,    dependable 
&  possess   a   valid  Class A 
CDL. Must pass pre-employ-
ment and random Drug 
Screen. Apply in person 510 
East 1st in Big Spring.

KNOCKOUT TRUCKING is 
Hiring Vacuum Truck Drivers & 
Mechanics. Must have Class A 
CDL with tanker endorsement. 
Call (432)254-7404 EOE. 

LAQUINTA INN & SUITES--
Hiring Full-time Housekeeping. 
Must be able to work week-
ends. Apply at 1102 West I-20. 
No phone calls please.

LEGAL SECRETARY- resume 
required. Excellent computer 
skills. Send resumes to 608 
Scurry, Big Spring, TX 79720 
or Fax to 432-267-1043.

LOCAL SALVAGE Yard ac-
cepting applications and hiring 
for a parts puller and a dis-
mantler. Must have own tools. 
Fill out application at Westex 
Auto Parts, 1511 Hwy 350 in 
Big Spring.

LOOKING FOR a rock solid 
company to grow and retire 
with? Blue Bell Creameries is 
accepting applications for a full 
time Route Salesperson in the 
Big Spring Area. Route Sales 
Experience and Commercial 
Drivers License helpful. Good 
driving record required. Job 
will require physically working 
with Ice Cream Products in a 
cold environment. Blue Bell is a 
market leading company with a 
106 year proven history. Com-
petitive Salary + benefits. 
Never had a lay off! Apply in 
person: 401 East Interstate 20.

MANAGER/ TRAINEE person 
needed for local Furniture and 
Appliance Store. Bilingual and 
outgoing personality a plus. All 
inquires are to be made in per-
son at 1611 South Gregg, Big 
Spring. 

Help Wanted
LOOKING FOR PART-TIME 
WORK? Need something to do 
while the kids are in school? 
Retired from a full time job but 
stillnot ready to stay home? 
American Greetings is hiring 
for this location. Part-Time 
Flexible Hours? 

Send resume to
amgreetings@yahoo.com 
For more information!!!!!

NEED TUBING Tester, experi-
ence preferred, will train right 
person. CDL required, clean 
driving record and must pass 
drug test. Benefits- Salary 
based on experience. Call 
(432)582-2500.

NEEDED  (1)    full     time 
Housekeeper and (1) part time 
Housekeeper. Will discuss 
hours and pay at interview.

Apply @    
Martin County Hospital. 

Hospital Housekeeping a plus 
Or call Paula Dority @ 

432-607-3227.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NOW HIRING waitstaff (TABC 
certified a plus) and a DJ. 
Part-time positions available.
Waitstaff must be able to work 
anytime between 2pm-2am.
Looking   for    hardworking, 
dependable, honest people 
with great customer service 
skills! Please apply at 
CCNites, 800 West 4th Street, 
between 5pm-7pm, 
Monday-Friday! No phone calls 
please!

PARKVIEW NURSING & 
Rehab now hiring

Accounts Receivable 
Personnel: 

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance.

Must have previous medical 
billing experience.
Great environment with mostly 
weekly hours M-F (some week-
ends may be required)

Apply in person at
3200 Parkway

PART-TIME JANITORIAL
Work. Dependable. Call 
(432)213-1186, (432)267-6027. 

PHOENIX LEASE SERVICES
Now hiring CDL DRIVERS 

Tanker/Trailer 
Endorsement preferred 

SIGN-ON BONUS 
for Drivers with 1 yr. exp. 
Great Pay and Benefits. 

Apply at 2705 N. Hwy. 87 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING COOKS. MUST 
BE AVAILABLE DAYS, 
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS. 
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE 
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST. 
MAKE UP TO   $12.00   PER  
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING WAIT STAFF. 
MUST HAVE SUPER  STAR 
PERSONALITY AND GREAT 
WORK ETHICS. MUST BE 
AVAILABLE TO WORK DAYS, 
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG.

RNS/LVNS WANTED
Hands of Compassion 

Home Care
Seeking full/part-time RNs and 
LVNs with home health experi-
ence. Must be willing to travel 
and be currently licensed by 
the  State  of  TX. Bilingual 
preferred.

Excellent pay and  benefits. 
Apply online @ 

www.hochomecare.com 
or call Larry at 432-218-7996.

Help Wanted
THE   COLORADO River 
Municipal Water District, re-
gional raw water supplier for 
the Permian Basin, is accept-
ing applications for following 
position.
Operations  Maintenance 
Technician- Responsible for 
maintaining the District’s raw 
water pipelines, pump stations, 
and wells.  Entry to intermedi-
ate level position.
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Benefits include 
health insurance, retirement 
plans, and sick, vacation and 
holiday leave.  
Applications are required and 
are  available at the District’s 
office, 400 E. 24TH Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling 
(432)267-6341 or 
www.crmwd.org.

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for Mechanic, CDL Driver, 
Roustabout   Pushers   and 
Helpers.  Must  have  valid 
drivers license. Apply in per-
son at 3327 W I20 in Stanton.
432-756-2821.

Seeking                 Enthusiastic 
ATTENDANTS to assist clients  
in the home with personal care, 
meal prep. and light house-
keeping. P-T E.O.E. Call 
1-800-458-3257.

SHOP  HAND  NEEDED-
Must be able to read a tape 
measure. Monday thru Friday 
6:00am-4:30pm.  Call 
(432)267-4700.

STANTON ISD is accepting 
applications for a full time 
skilled & unskilled maintenance 
positions.    Any     questions 
regarding job description and 
employment can be directed to 
the Stanton ISD Administration 
office at 200 North College, 
Stanton, TX  79782, or by 
phone at (432)756-2244.   

STERLING COUNTY Nursing 
Home now has openings for 
Medication  Aide  and CNAs. 
Shift differential and Health 
Packets  Available.   Also 
needing Weekend Kitchen 
Help- Fri-Sat-Sun. 12 hour 
shifts. Call  325-378-2134 for 
more information.

NOW   HIRING   Bartender- 
Experienced $10.00 per hour 
or will train. Liquor, Wine and 
Beer. Sunset Bar 1800 North 
Birdwell, Big Spring, Tx..  Call 
432-263-6292.

SUPEROD has an immediate 
opening for an experienced 
Electrical        Maintenance 
Technician in  its  Big  Spring 
facility.
The qualified applicant will 
need to have experience with a 
broad knowledge of all types of 
instrumentation and electrical 
equipment. To become part of 
our outstanding Superod team, 
a growing Industry Leader in 
the Permian Basin, for immedi-
ate consideration, please go to

3804 E. 11th Place Extension 
Big Spring, TX 79720 

to fill out your application. 
Please no phone calls.
An Equal Opportunity 

Employer

THE  WOOD Group is hiring 
Part-time Direct Care Staff for 
Crisis Residential facility.
Weekend  and  PRN  shift 
available. No   certification 
required. To apply visit our 
website 
www.thewoodgroup.us   and 
fax to 432-263-4334. For 
questions call 432-263-2559.

TOP   NOTCH    Landscaping 
is   Hiring   for    all    positions. 
Experience preferred. Call 
(432)741-2330 Mon.-Fri. 8-5.

VACUUM TRUCK Drivers, Me-
chanics and Conductor Crews. 
Call    325-884-2255   Apply 
Online @ Pinnergy.com

WANTED: FUEL & Oil Sales 
Representative for Park Fuel. 
Good Starting Salary and 
Benefits, Based on Experience. 
Apply at 1st & Johnson in Big 
Spring.

Help Wanted
WANTED: LEGAL
secretary/paralegal, primarily 
personal injury and commercial 
litigation, salary commensurate 
with experience. Proficient 
computer skills required. Send 
resume c/o P.O. Box 1431/228, 
Big Spring, TX 79721-1431.

Instructional
MEDICAL CAREERS begin 
here - Train ONLINE for Allied 
Health and Medical Manage-
ment. Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer   available. 
Financial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV certified. Call
877-692-9599 
www.CenturaOnline.com

PIANO LESSONS
Beginners through Advance. 

Years of teaching experience. 
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)270-7874

Items for Sale
2011 ATV with Roof Kit. Excel-
lenth shape, Asking $4000.00 
call 432-517-5982.

SEASONED MESQUITE  
Firewood for Sale: $165.00 for 
half cord. Call Terry Jenkins at 
432-270-3122.

SEASONED OAK Firewood. 
$340.00 Full Cord & $190.00 
Half Cord. Delivered and 
Stacked. Call 325-648-2818 or 
512-913-7406.

Lost and Found
FOUND IN the area of Gregg 
Street, black Chihuahua. Call 
(432)264-2167 or 267-2492.

Miscellaneous
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train 
for hands on Aviation Career.
FAA approved program. Finan-
cial aid if qualified. Job
Placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of
Maintenance. 877-803-8630

DISH NETWORK. Starting at 
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) & 
High Speed Internet starting at 
$14.95/month (where avail-
able.) SAVE! Ask About SAME 
DAY Installation! CALL Now!
1-888-531-6141.

On the Farm
CASH          FOR           YOUR 
MINERALS! Producing or 
non-producing minerals. Will 
pay top dollar. Call 
325-232-7813

Pets
REGISTERED DOBERMAN
Pinchers (Red), 3 weeks old, 
$300.00 each. Only 2 left. Call 
(432)599-2840

Real Estate for Rent
2 BEDROOM, 1 bath- garage, 
fenced  yard,  gas  heat, 
washer and dryer included. 
Background check required. 
$875. Month, $875. deposit. 
Call 541-292-9825.

40X60 CONCRETE Building 
for Rent. Private access- water 
& electric. Good for storage/ 
work shop/ band rehearsal or 
art studio. Call (432)517-4164.

ACREAGE FOR Rent:  2 acres 
cleared, Sand Springs/Coa-
homa area. 1.10 of a mile off 
I-20 East. Great location for 
large equipment storage. 
$2000 deposit, $2000 month. 
Call (432)816-9790.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 
1 & 2  Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

RV COURT has Spaces for 
Rent, also have RV trailers on 
lots for Rent. All Bills Paid. Call 
(432)263-3461- Irma.

RV SPACES- Oversized Lots, 
Outside City Limited (Sand 
Spring Area), Quit Neighbor-
hood. Call (432)264-0623.

TRAVEL HOME for Rent on 1 
acre $600.00 month, $500.00 
deposit. Electric & water paid. 
Call  (432)213-4671.
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCESFENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561
Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

22
39

13

 CAR FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL

YOUR CAR?
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT

J&J
HANDYMAN

Garage Doors, Air-conditions,
Fixture, Paint, Drywall, 

Carpentry...
Home Remodeling,
Hardwood Floors.

Small Jobs? Small Prices
432-816-0658

www.jnjhandyman.com

23
60

42

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

WINDOW TINT

23
06

67C & D Truck
Accessories

2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600

Tint
Cars, Trucks and 

Houses
5 year limited warranty

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Refund

TAX ASSOCIATES
      406 Runnels

             (Across from Bargain Mart)

CALL

(432) 264-7515
“Se Habla Espanol”

231169

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

 HOUSE FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL
YOUR HOUSE?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT
23

14
21

TIMMY D'S
 ROOFING

Metal-Shingle-Flat Roofs
Whole/Patch Job

Home Remodeling
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

METAL ART

23
97

50

DON'S METAL ART
432-934-5131

6605 N. SERVICE RD.
I-20 EXIT 184

BIG SPRING, TX 
boyhowdy32@hotmail.com

O O

LAWN SERVICE

23
55

02

M&S
 Lawn Care

Tree Service
Complete Lawn Care

Large Lot Mowing 
up to 2 acres

Senior Discount
(432) 517-5554

HOME IMPROVEMENT

23
42

86

Larry's Roofing
Comp & Dementials
Add On's & Patio's

Patch jobs 
Painting - inside/outside

Tree Trimming.
Free Estimates

Call
432/270/8049432-466-5620

23
35

51

HOME IMPROVEMENT

DUMSTER RENTALS

23
64

07

18 yd. Roll Off
Dumpsters

For Rent
Residential/Commercial

(432) 934-5530

CARPET CLEANING

23
64

09

TREE TRIMMING

Monico's
Yards & Trees

READERS'
CHOICE

2012
Mow Lawns and Prune Trees

432-213-2608              432-263-5461

"Best Lawn Care Service"

23
64

31

LOT CLEAN-UP

23
64

44

Lot/Yard/
Construction 

Clean-up
Debris Removal

No Job Too Big or Small

Call Chris
(432) 213-5803

BODY SHOP
Do not let your Insurance Companies tell you where to 
take your car and have it sit for weeks & weeks.  We will 

help you with your deductible as much as possible.
Been in business for over 40 years.

Buddy & Son Body Shop
5011 E. Midway Rd.

Big Spring, TX 79720
432-264-0623234310

RESALE
Music-N-More
"It's Not a Garage 

Sale"

Furniture, Appliances, Tools 
and Collectibles.

Look here First!
We buy and sell everything.

432-935-1893
504 W. 3rd St.23
64

52
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Real Estate for Rent
VERY CLEAN 2 bdrm, 2 bath, 
washer, dryer, stove, refrigera-
tor, dishwasher. Bills Paid. 
$1500.00 per month, $1500.00 
deposit. Non Smoker, No pets. 
Call (432)213-2319.

Real Estate for Sale
709 SOUTH First (Coahoma) 
2.57 acres. Owner Finance. 
$137,500.00. 2/2 Completely 
remodeled, total electric, barn 
& pens. Coahoma Schools, 
10% Down. Call 
(432)517-2876.

BY OWNER. Completely 
redone 4-bed, 2-bath. 1748 ft. 
Large garage, workshop, RV 
storage, cellar. 1.75 acres, 
Forsan ISD, Big Spring. 
4 3 2 - 2 6 3 - 8 5 1 3 ( h ) ,  
270-2572(m). $169,900.00.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY-
Corner Lot- 511 NW 11th, 1000 
sq. feet,  $30,000.00. Call 
(432)272-1888 for info...

FOR SALE 4 plus acres 
I-20/Midway Road. Minerals 
available. Call (210)391-9158 
for more information.

FOR SALE: Beautiful 3/2 brick 
home  with  double   garage, 
located at 704 Hillside Drive. 
Great Neighborhood. No 
Owner Finance. (432)267-5128 
or (432)466-3879.

MOVE-IN-READY- 2611 Sq. Ft 
Home in Highland South on 
Half acre of land. Call 
(432)263-5676 Leave message 
or (432)466-3339.

Services Offered

HEAVEN'S BEST CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Services include: Residential 
and   Commercial,   Carpet, 
Upholstery, Wood Floors, Tile 
and  Grout,  Spot and Stain 
Removal, & Fabric Protection. 
Call 432-268-3759

Vehicles
1991 SANDPIPER Camper 
Trailer, 30 foot. Needs a little 
TLC. $2800.00. Call 
(432)517-0273.

DUMP TRUCK- 1995 GMC 
Dump Truck. Good running 
condition, 102,000, 1 ton. 
$5000.00 Firm. Call 
(432)517-0273.

Aries Moon Rules 
Valentine’s Day 

The passionate Aries moon
rules this day of hearts,
encouraging bold expression and
surprises. Typically, the Aries
moon is ready to do battle on a
moment’s notice, so this is no
time to disappoint your love. If
you’re not sure how to celebrate
the special people in your life,
keep this in mind: It’s better to
do too much than too little. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You have no fear of saying “I
love you,” but you
don’t want to say it
so much that it
loses its specialness
and meaning. Today
you could say it a
million times, and
it would still be just
as fresh as the first
time. 

TAURUS (April
20-May 20). Arrange
to meet your loved
ones somewhere
new — preferably a place you’ve
never been before. Completely
fresh experiences will be the
luckiest kind.  

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Your sign mate Marilyn Monroe
famously said that the one who
couldn’t handle her at her worst
didn’t deserve her at her best.
Today you’ll reward the ones
who love the full spectrum of
you by giving your very best.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Small gestures will be greatly
rewarding. The simple act of
holding hands or smiling into

each other’s eyes will have a
profound impact on the
development of a relationship.   

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Your
relationships thrive because you
take the time and make the
effort to create an environment
of trust and mutual admiration.
Now you’ll enjoy the benefits of
that work.  

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You
work to make your relationships
special every day and don’t need
outsiders to tell you when to
celebrate those you love.
However, this holiday is just the
excuse you needed to go all-out. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Romantic love may be deep and
intense, but other kinds of ties
are just as important to you, if
not more so. You’ll be fascinated
by the many forms your
affections take.   

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
One ancient proverb suggests
that love is a high form of
tolerance. You strive for
something far more active. Your
heart will reach greater heights
of joy because you believe it’s
possible. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You love the chance to
recognize those who put the
color in your cheeks and a fire
in your eye. The only bad part is
that the time you spend together
seems to go by too quickly.  

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19).
Because you concern yourself
mostly with giving to others, the
reality of today is better than
your dreams of yesterday. This
is the life you deserve. Your

perspective makes this possible. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).

Your sweetness will be
appreciated, and so will the
other tones of your choosing.
Your personality has many
colors that are beautiful to those
who know and love you well. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
When it’s your turn to take a
solo, you do an amazing job. But
at your core, you’re really not a
solo instrument. You work
brilliantly in concert with
others, playfully harmonizing to
create works of beauty. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (Feb.
14). Valentine’s baby, you’ll use
your creative gifts to delight
your loved ones and win new
fans this year. Your soulful
words will resonate on multiple
levels, uniting people and
sparking their imaginations.
Next month brings career
advancement. April and June
are your windfall months. Moves
happen in October. Gemini and
Libra people adore you. Your
lucky numbers are: 10, 20, 11, 39
and 48. 

LOVE AND THE EARTH
SIGNS: Is your valentine an
earth sign? If so, you likely feel
lucky to be involved with one so
sensual, genuine and
trustworthy. The description
“salt of the earth” or “down to
earth” is fitting for Taurus,
Virgo and Capricorn people,
because these signs tend to be
authentically good and inclined
toward right action. As a rule,
they dislike drama and
complication and don’t equate

those qualities with love at all.
They gravitate toward mutually
supportive relationships and
believe that people should work
together for higher purposes
than simply being happy or
being in love. Earth signs build
relationships by working with
their loved ones to build
something that’s bigger than the
relationship itself.  

But don’t get the wrong
impression that these signs are
all work and no frivolity. They
need play as much as anyone;
however, they prefer even their
play to have a clear purpose.
Making things (like music, art,
food and domestic niceties) is a
pleasure for earth signs. Also,
they appreciate whatever you
make for them. So busy your
hands with some homemade fun
for your earth-sign valentine,
and your efforts will make them
feel totally loved.   

CELEBRITY PROFILES: Rob
Thomas is the first songwriter in
the Songwriter’s Hall of Fame to
receive the Starlight Award —
for contributing a lasting
musical influence that’s rare for
one so young. Besides his hits
with Matchbox Twenty, the
Aquarian prodigy has
collaborated with Mick Jagger,
Willie Nelson and Santana, to
name a few. Thomas’ natal sun,
moon and Mercury are all in
musical Aquarius.   

If you would like to write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to www.creators.com and click on
“Write the Author” on the Holiday Mathis page,
or you may send her a postcard in the mail. To
find out more about Holiday Mathis and read
her past columns, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

© 2013 CREATORS.COM

HHOLIDAYOLIDAY
MMATHISATHIS

High Society
Dear Margo: I have, as

they say, “married up.”
My in-laws are in the
Social Register, which is
all quite foreign to me. 

They’re lovely to me
and aren’t snooty at all —
but neither
are they
unaware of
their
standing in
the
commun-
ities where
they
summer and
winter. 

Whenever
I am to meet
someone
new from
their circle of
acquaintances, my m-i-l
always tells me their
background. Since I don’t
want to ask her, I will
ask you: if I ever have to
refer to it, is someone’s
background considered a
provenance or a pedigree?
— Muffy (Not Really)

Dear Muff: Well, I
think a provenance has to
do with origin and most
often refers to prior
ownership — mostly used
when speaking of art. The
word “pedigree,” I guess,
can be and has been used
regarding people, but to
me a pedigree has to do
with bloodlines of dogs. 

That said, I have long
thought the Social
Register to be the
American Kennel Club
for humans, so maybe
“pedigree” is the right
word. 

If one must use a word
for this, I would probably
say “lineage.” And
“summer” and “winter”
as verbs, by the way,
definitely came to us
from the Social Register
crowd, since most of us
simply “live” in one place
... summer and winter. 

Your question does
remind me of a friend’s
mother who was
interested in where
everyone fit in, and her
wonderful question to

anyone new was, “And
who were you, dear?” —
Margo, categorically 

Talk Back
Dear Margo: I wanted

to add something to the
answer you gave to the
woman whose cousin
came out to her and she
felt she fumbled the
answer. 

As a gay man, I still
remember vividly the
very different reactions
my parents had when I
came out to them. 

I was 22 at the time,
and my parents had gone
through a very messy
divorce a few years prior. 

I’d been “forced” to side
with my mother and
behaved in a hurtful way
toward my father. 

To say I was shocked at
their different reactions
is an understatement. I
always thought I was
close to my mother. 

But when she found
out, she basically said the
following: “You never
gave women enough of a

chance. Here’s a book on
how to change. How
could you do this to the
family?” 

Her final comment was:
“If this is the life you
choose, I can’t have you
around your younger
brothers.” (They were 8
and 10 at the time.) 

My father, on the other
hand, was told over the
phone, as we were just
beginning a relationship
again. 

His comment? “I hope
you are safe, because I
don’t want anything to
happen to you, and I hope
you find someone special
to spend your life with,
because I know it’s not
easy to find that.” 

It’s a testament to how
much of an impact their
differing responses had,
as I still remember all
this 25 years later. 

Your advice was spot
on, but I thought I’d
share my experience. —
Eric in San Diego

Dear Er: Interesting

how you bet on the wrong
horse. That whole sorry
history is your mother’s
loss. And so it goes. For
the life of me, I cannot
understand homophobic
thinking. It is like
wishing a right-handed
child were left-handed. —
Margo, normally 

Dear Margo: Just a
comment on the letter
about what to say to
someone who’s come out.
When my brother told me
he was gay (about 35
years ago), I said, “Great!
Terrific!” — and then I
added in genuine
bewilderment, “So what?” 

His shoulders went
down as he relaxed, and
he said, “That’s it!
Exactly! It should be ‘so
what?’” My feeling was,
well, he’s my brother and
I love him. So what if
he’s gay? I just said what
I thought, and it was nice
to know I got it right! —
Vic 

Dear Margo is written by Margo
Howard, 

© 2013 MARGO HOWARD

Dear Margo: And who were you, dear!

MMARGOARGO
HHOWARDOWARD
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Service Directory! 
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263-7331

for more information.



Today is Thursday, Feb. 14, 
the 45th day of 2013. There are 
320 days left in the year. This is 
Valentine’s Day.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Feb. 14, 1963, Federico 
Fellini’s art-house classic “8,” a 
movie about a movie director 
played by Marcello Mastroianni, 
was first released in Italy.

On this date:
In 1778, the American ship 

Ranger carried the recently 
adopted Stars and Stripes to a 
foreign port for the first time as 
it arrived in France.

In 1859, Oregon was admitted 
to the Union as the 33rd state.

In 1895, Oscar Wilde’s final 
play, “The Importance of Being 
Earnest,” opened at the St. 
James’s Theatre in London.

In 1903, the Department of 
Commerce and Labor was 
established. (It was divided 
into separate departments of 
Commerce and Labor in 1913.)

In 1912, Arizona became the 
48th state of the Union as 

President William Howard Taft 
signed a proclamation.

In 1913, labor leader Jimmy 
Hoffa was born in Brazil, Ind.; 
college football coach Woody 
Hayes was born in Clifton, 
Ohio; sports broadcaster Mel 
Allen was born in Birmingham, 
Ala.

In 1920, the League of Women 
Voters was founded in Chicago; 
its first president was Maud 
Wood Park.

In 1929, the “St. Valentine’s 
Day Massacre” took place in a 
Chicago garage as seven rivals 
of Al Capone’s gang were 
gunned down.

In 1949, Israel’s Knesset con-
vened for the first time.

In 1979, Adolph Dubs, the 
U.S. ambassador to Afghanistan, 
was kidnapped in Kabul by 
Muslim extremists and killed 
in a shootout between his 
abductors and police.

In 1988, Broadway composer 
Frederick Loewe, who wrote 
the scores for “My Fair Lady” 
and “Camelot,” died in Palm 
Springs, Calif., at age 86.

In 1989, Iran’s Ayatollah 
Khomeini called on Muslims to 
kill Salman Rushdie, author of 
“The Satanic Verses,” a novel 
condemned as blasphemous.

Today’s Birthdays: TV per-

sonality Hugh Downs is 92. 
Actress-singer Florence 
Henderson is 79. Actor Andrew 
Prine is 77. Country singer 
Razzy Bailey is 74. New York 
City Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
is 71. Jazz musician Maceo 
Parker is 70. Movie director 
Alan Parker is 69. Journalist 
Carl Bernstein is 69. Former 
Sen. Judd Gregg, R-N.H., is 66. 
TV personality Pat O’Brien is 
65. Magician Teller (Penn and 
Teller) is 65. Cajun singer-
musician Michael Doucet (doo-
SAY’) (Beausoleil) is 62. Actor 
Ken Wahl is 56. Opera singer 
Renee Fleming is 54. Actress 
Meg Tilly is 53. Pro Football 
Hall of Famer Jim Kelly is 53. 
Singer-producer Dwayne 
Wiggins is 52. 

© 2013 The Associated Press.
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Continued from Page 7

“It’s cool what we’ve 
accomplished in this 
league. And we got a 
‘W.’ All that stacked on 
top of each other is 
good.”

Carter was 6 of 9 from 
beyond the arc, and the 
Mavericks made six 
straight from long range 
spanning the third and 
fourth quarters. Dallas 
finished 13 of 34 from 
3-point range.

“It speaks to how well 
he’s taken care of him-
self and longevity,” said 
Dallas coach Rick Car-
lisle, who played with 
Bird in Boston. “You 
don’t pass Larry Bird 
on the scoring list un-
less you’ve been in it a 
long time.”

Dirk Nowitzki fin-

ished with 17 points, 
including a 3-pointer to 
put Dallas ahead 100-79 
early in the fourth quar-
ter. Nowitzki also had 
eight rebounds, six as-
sists and three steals.

The Mavericks were 
up 18 early in the third 
quarter before Sacra-
mento went on a 17-6 
run to get within seven. 
Nine of the points came 
on free throws, and De-
Marcus Cousins had a 
pair of baskets early in 
the run.

The Mavericks, who 
rallied from 17 down 
for an overtime win in 
Sacramento last month, 
didn’t let the Kings do 
the same thing on their 
home court, thanks to 
Carter. 

He hit consecutive 
3-pointers to end Sacra-
mento’s surge and start 
the Mavericks on a 19-11 

run over the final five 
minutes of the third 
quarter.

The Kings, playing 
their fourth game in 
five nights before the 
All-Star break, didn’t 
get closer than 17 in the 
fourth quarter. Cous-
ins and Jason Thomp-
son had 17 apiece, and 
James Johnson had 16 
off the bench.

Cousins, who had a 
game-high 13 rebounds, 
stayed out of trouble 
for Sacramento after 
his previous two meet-
ings with Dallas were 
marred by incidents. 
He was suspended for a 
game in December for 
hitting O.J. Mayo in 
the groin area during a 
game in Dallas, and was 
ejected for a flagrant 
foul after elbowing Cart-
er last month in Sacra-
mento. The foul helped 
the Mavericks clinch 
the overtime win.

Cousins, who insisted 
the contact was inci-
dental both times, ex-
changed handshakes 
and hugs with Mayo and 
Carter after the game.

“He’s going to figure it 
out,” Sacramento coach 
Keith Smart said. 

“Believe me, whether 
it’s going to here with 
the Kings or with any-
one else. It’s going to 
happen for the young 
man. Life is going to 
settle down and all his 
game is going to come 
together.”

Neither team led by 
more than six before 
the Mavericks went on 
an 18-4 run for a 57-40 
lead late in the first half. 
Darren Collison had 
eight points, including 
a three-point play when 
he took a feed from 
Marion for a layup after 
Marion jumped over di-
minutive Sacramento 
guard Isaiah Thomas to 
catch an entry pass from 
Nowitzki.

Collison finished with 
18 points and nine of 
Dallas’ 27 assists.

The Dallas spurt in-
cluded the first points 
from Mayo, whose dunk 
on an assist from Col-
lison ended an 0-for-4 
shooting start for the 
Mavericks’ leading 
scorer. Mayo finished 
with 10 points but was 0 
of 7 from long range.

It was an efficient first 
half for the Mavericks, 
who had 15 assists and 
just two turnovers while 
shooting 49 percent and 
taking a 59-44 lead.

SPURS
Continued from Page 7

thing we talked about in the huddle. 
Don’t give up a three, and we gave up 
a three.”

Kyrie Irving, who was held to a 
season-low six points, missed a des-
peration runner from the top of the 
key as time expired. Cleveland called 
timeout and inbounded the ball to 
Irving, who drove inside the 3-point 
line. Parker’s tight defense forced the 
Cavaliers’ All-Star guard to put up a 
tough shot, which hit the off the rim 
and fell off.

“(Parker) cut me off with my left 
hand, I tried to spin, my body never 
I lost my balance,” said Irving, who 
has hit game-winning shots against 
Charlotte and Toronto this season.

Irving, who rolled his left ankle 
Monday against Minnesota, was 2 of 
15 from the field with seven assists.

“This was probably one of the worst 
shooting nights I’ve ever had,” Irving 
said. “I was trying to get myself go-
ing and I just couldn’t. But that’s no 
excuse. I was trying to get everybody 
else involved, trying to push the pace. 
I just didn’t have anything.”

Gary Neal scored 15 points while 
Leonard, who left the locker room 
without speaking to reporters, scored 
13 points with 10 rebounds. Leonard 
sustained a cut above his right eye in 
the third quarter and left briefly. He 

returned wearing a bandage above 
the eye.

Duncan, who had missed eight of the 
last nine games with a sore left knee, 
scored 13 points in 25 minutes.

“My rhythm wasn’t there, but just 
to be running up and down the court 
instead of wearing a suit was awe-
some,” he said.

Parker, who didn’t play Monday be-
cause of swelling in his right knee, 
was 8 of 14 from the field, and had sev-
en assists in 34 minutes. Ginobili, who 
had missed nine of the last 13 games 
with a tight left hamstring, had five 
points in nine minutes off the bench. 
He didn’t play in the second half be-
cause of precautionary reasons.

Waiters scored 20 points to lead 
Cleveland, which has dropped three 
straight after winning a season-high 
three in a row. Tyler Zeller, who was 
scoreless in 25 minutes Monday, had 
16 points, including 12 in the first 
half.

Cleveland, playing its sixth straight 
home game, was coming off its worst 
loss of the season Monday to Minne-
sota, a 100-92 loss.

Cleveland looked like a different 
team against the club with the best re-
cord in the NBA in the final game be-
fore the All-Star break for both games. 
The Cavaliers built a 10-point lead in 
the second quarter and were ahead 54-
46 at halftime.

Spurs swingman Stephen Jackson 
missed his second straight game.
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