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Social Security fixable; changes politically tough

EDITOR'S NOTE: Few issues directly touch as many
peopie in the United States as does Social Security. in
this third instaliment of a four-part series, The Assocl-
ated Press examines options for shoring up Social
Security’s long-term finances.

By Stephen Ohlermacher

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Despite Social Security’s
long-term problems, the massive retirement and
disability program could be preserved for genera-

raising the retirement age, wouldn’t be felt for
years but would affect millions of younger
workers.

All of the options carry political risks because
they have the potential to affect nearly every U.S.
family while raising the ire of powerful interest
groups. But the sooner changes are made, the
more subtle they can be because they can be
phased in slowly. Each year lawmakers wait,
Social Security’s financial problems loom larger
and the need for bigger changes becomes greater,
according to an analysis by The Associated Press.

“Certainly, in the current environment, it would

over taxes and spending that has gripped Wash-
ington for years. Liberal advocates and some
Democrats said benefit cuts should be off the
table. Conservative activists and some Republi-
cans say tax increases are out of the question.

Others, including a deficit commission created
by President Barack Obama in 2010, have called
for a combination of tax increases and cuts to
future benefits, including raising the retirement
age again.

Janice Durtlinger, of Lincoln, Neb., is still
working at age 76, running computer software

tions to come with modest but politically difficult
changes to benefits or taxes, or a combination of

both.

Some options could affect people quickly, such
taxes or reducing annual
cost-of-living adjustments for those who already
get benefits. Others options, such as gradually

as increasing payroll

———

Drising things |

be very difficult to get changes made,” Social
Security’s commissioner, Michael J. Astrue, said
in an interview. “It doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t
try. And sometimes when you try hard things, sur-

Social Security is ensnared in the same debate

programs for a bank. Still, she worries that a high-
er retirement age would be tough on people with
more physically demanding jobs.

“No matter how much you exercise, age takes
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BASINBOOMSAGAIN

AP file photo

An RV park is located near a pump jack in Midiand in this July 25 photo. The oil and gas boom in the Permian Basin has driven up

demand for housing and services.

Oil, gas industry fuels West Texas growth

OUTSIDER'S PERSPECTIVE: The

Reporter-Telegram offers this report
from the San Antonio Express-News as

another report on what others are
reporting about Midiand and the
Permian Basin.

By John MacCormack
San Antonio Express-News

carly three decades ago,

Texas Monthly ran a post

mortem on the Texas oil
industry with headline reading “So
long, jt was fun while it lasted,”
and a forlom James Dean figure

hitchhiking out of town.
Back then, few would have

questioned such a dire assessment,
as the mother of all busts was
tlr%ﬂTmhmhng

Permian Basin Petroleum Associa-
tion, who keeps a wom copy of the
July 1983 magazine in his office.

But, as the saying goes, the obit-

uary proved a trifle premature. ma
As anyone who has tned to rent

a house, navigate traffic or lease

raoarlboun
~has changed

knows, the good times are rolling Midland’s

again. A strong demand for oil
coupled with refined hydraulic

landscape
and culture.

fracturing and horizontal drilling

techniques are tapping long
untouchable, deep reserves.
What began a decade ago as a

ME WS
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Perry’s
- fundraising

evokes talk
' of re-election

Associated Press

AUSTIN — Gov. Rick Perry quietly has
replenished his depleted campaign war
chest since he abandoned his presidential
bid in January, fueling speculation that the

_ longest-serving governor in Texas history
will seek yet another term in 2014.

Perry raised $1.9 million from the start
of the year through June — convincing
donors to keep writing big checks even
after a series of gaffes during his White
House run left his political future looking
murky.

His political commuttee, Texans for Rick
Perry, now has about $3.3 million cash-on-
hand. This exceeds the $2.9 million he had
midway through 2008, two years before he
waged a nasty but successful battle duning
the Republican gubernatonal pnmary
against U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison,
then bested Democrat Bill White in the
general election.

“He must be raising a lot of money for
something,” said Scott Caven, a Houston
banker who was finance director for Per-
ry’s gubernatonal campaigns in 2002 and
2006 but later resigned because he didn't
agree with the governor’s decision to seek
a third full term. Already Amenica’s
longest-sitting governor, the 64-year-old
Perry has been in office since George W.
Bush left for the White House in
December 2000.

He has not officially announced he will
run again. But those who have attended
Perry fundraisers say he’s been assuring
donors for months that he will. Some
believe him; others say the governor sim-
ply is rattling his political sabers.

That’s because it has been a rough year
for Perry, who just 12 months ago was the
toast of conservatives everywhere when he
strapped on his signature cowboy boots,
strode into the Republican presidential
race and became an almost overmight
front-runner. His campaign flamed out
with almost equal speed, however, free-
falling after Perry muttering “oops™ during
a November debate, when he couldn’t
remember the third federal agency he
promised to eliminate if elected.

Please sce PERRY/4A

I Midland 101: 1962 LHS yearbook stands out

101

By Jimmy Patterson

By Jimmy Patterson

Midland long has been known for the
quality of people it sends out into the world
-— people who have done well here and
have gone elsewhere to do even better. A
couple presidents named Bush would come
to mind first.

But there are plenty of other famous peo-
ple who are from Midland or spent
time here.

The list includes actors Kathy Baker and
Woody Harrelson; baseball players Randy

Velarde, Laynce and Jayson Nix, Mike Stan-
ton and Mike Timlin; NFL stars Eric Win-
ston, Cedric Benson, E.J. Holub, Tom Bra-
haney, Rex Tucker and Ryan Tucker; LPGA
golfer Judy Rankin; swimmer Doug Russell,
an Olympic gold medalist; NBA stars Spud
Webb and Mookie Blaylock; race car
designer Jim Hall; writer Larry L. King; for-
mer Secretary of Commerce Don Evans; and
mezzo- Susan Graham.

It is unlikely that few high school year-
bouks from a town the size of Midland can
boast photographs of a future first lady, a
four-star general and an Academy Award-

Coming Tuesday

winning actor — in the same year. .

The 1962 Midland Lee High School
Rebelee Yearbook contained class photos of
sophomores Laura Welch and Tommy Lee
Jones and junior Tommy Franks.

Welch married George W. Bush and
would go on to become first lady of the
United States. Jones, who graduated from
St. Mark’s School in Dallas, won an Oscar
for Best Supporting Actor in “The Fugitive.”
Army Gen. Tommy Franks, who served as
commander of the U.S. Central Command

Please see 101/4A
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Quiroz

Robert “"Bobby” Quiroz 41, |

of Midland, went to be home
with his heavenly father on
Thursday August 16, 2012 at
his residence. He was born
on July 19, 1971 in Denton,
TX. to Alcia and Felix
Quiroz Sr.

He was raised in Midland,
| X. Bobby was employed in
the family business Quiroz
Construction for the last 15
years. He started as a labor
worker and worked his way
1o a hine concrete man Fin-
isher and Bnck and Rock
Layer. Bobby was a fnendly
outgoing person with a voice
that managed 1o capture the
attention of everyone around
him. He enjoyed outdoor
sports and hanging out with
s [nends

Bobby 1s preceded in death
by his grandparents Donicio
Quiroz. Gregona
Gomecinda
Gregomo Madnd.

He leaves behind to cher-
ish his memones his thirteen
youl old son Robert Quiru:.
Jr. of Midland, TX: six broth-
cis Mike  Quiroz, Felix
OQuiroz Jr.. David Quiroz,
Rudy Quiroz and Danny
Quuroz all of Mudland., TX,
Noel Quiroz of Odessa, TX:
two  sisters Linda Quiroz
Henmgton of Odessa, TX
and Olga Q. Rodniguez of
Midland, TX: s  parents
Fehix and Alicia Quiroz Sr. of
Midland,  TX:  numerous
uncles, aunts, nephews and
INCCCS.

Pallbearers will be Matt
OQuiroz.  Mark  Runions,
Miguel Quiroz, Jr.. Javier
Quiroz. Benjamin Rodnguez,
Anthony Rodnguez, Noel
Quuoz  Jr., and Nicholas
(Juiroz.

Rosary will be held tonight
at 7200 p.m. at Heavenly
Ciate Chapel. Funéral mass 1s
wt lor Tuesday, August 21,
2012 at 3:00 pm. at St
Stephen’s  Catholic  Church
with Fr. Galberto Rodnguez
oficiating.  Interment  will
follow at Serenity Memonial
Gardens. .

Arrangements were en-
trusted to Heavenly Gate
I'uneral Home. Family mes-
ages and condolences may
be emailed to: heavenlygate
(@ suddenlinkmail.com.

fﬁﬁﬂmfj( m Q;tf

Funeral Home 8. Chapel

&5 N Terrell Nl TX blﬂ‘ a87T 1917

set for 2:00 p.m. Tuesday,
August 21, 2012 at the St. Jo-
seph’s Catholic Church n
Stanton with Msgr. Tim
Schwertner officiating; inter-
ment will follow at the St. Jo-

in Mldland amongst his be
loved family on Saturday
August 18, 2012. He was
born in Runge, Texas on July
25, 1935 to Apolonia Herrera
and Francisco Rios. Silvestre
worked at the West TX Com-
press as well as the Martin
County for many years.

Santana is preceded In
death by his daughter Norma
Rios.

He is survived by his wife
Hercilia Barron of Stanton,
Texas. Two  daughters;
Glona Rosales of Stanton,
Texas and Geneva Gonzales
of Enms, Texas; two sons,
Frank Rios of Midland,
Texas and Santana Rios of
Fort Worth, Texas; one sis-
ter, Marganita Acevedo of
Brownfield, Texas: one
brother, Domingo Rios of
Big Spring, Texas. Nineteen
grandchildren, seventeen
great-grandchildren.

The pallbearers will be
Jeremy Rios, Jason Rios,
Albert Rios, Marcos Rosales,
Timothy Gonzales and
Raymond Gonzales I1].

Rosary will be held on
Monday, August 21, 2012 at
7:00 p.m. at the Stanton
Memoral Funeral Home &
Chapel.

The family would like to
give thanks to the Hospice of
Midland.

Funeral arrangements are
under the direction of Stanton
Memonal Funeral Home &

Chapel.
Death Notices
Alden Farris
Hughes, Jr.

Licutenant Colonel Alden
Fams Hughes, Jr.,, USAF
(Ret) went home August 17,
2012 at ORMC Hospital.
Born March 9, 1926 in Ryan
Oklahoma to Lottie Sue and
Alden Famris Hughes.

Preceded by his parents
and one son.

Survivors:  Wife, Bobbie
Hughes: sister, Sue Hale of
Dallas; son, Greg Glasgow of
Davenport, CA, daughters;

21, 2012, at 10:00 am at
Mission Dorado Baptist

"Church.

Services entrusted to Frank
Wilson Funeral Directors.

Frankie Cordell, 58, of An-
drews passed away Saturday,
August 18, 2012 in Andrews.

Visitation will be 6-8 p.m.
Monday at McNett Funeral
Home.

Funeral Services will be
2:00 p.m. Tuesday at McNett
Funeral Home Chapel. Bunal
will be in Andrews North
Cemetery under the direction
of McNett Funeral Home.

He is survived by his wife,
Vicki Cordell of Andrews;
his son, Keith Cordell of An-
drews; his daughters, Tina
Henson of Semunole; Tana
Cordell of Andrews; his
brothers, Lynn Cordell of
Boyd, Texas; Elton Cordell
of Chickasha, Oklahoma;
Ronnie Cordell, Johnny
Cordell and Arvin Cordell all
of Bnar, Texas; and five

Marguerite
Christine Kitchens

Marguerite Christine Kitch-
ens, 84, passed away Sun-
day, August 19, 2012 a
Memonal Hospital in Semi-
nole, Texas.

Funeral services will be
held Tuesday, August 21,
2012 at First United Method-
ist Church at 11:00 a.m. with
Pastor Joyce McCormick of-
ficiating and Pastor Marv
Gregory assisting. Burial will
follow in Levelland Ceme-
tery. All services are under
the direction of Boyer Funes-

l al Home. The family requests

that all memonials be sent to
the First United Methodist
Church in Seminole.

She is preceded in death by
her parents.

Survivors:  Sister, Mary
(Weldon) McCormick of
Lubbock; several nephews,
nieces and a lifelong frniend.

Tml.ﬂ

Tommy R. Duniphin
of Big Spnng formeﬂy of
Odessa, passed away on Sun-
day, August 19, 2012 i Big

, Texas.

Tommy was born in Ar-
kansas on May 21, 1924.

Visitation will be from
6:00 to 8:00 pm. on Tues-
day, , 2012 at

10:00 am. on Wednesday,

August 22, 2012 in the Sun-

selChqxl

Funeral arrangements are
under the direction of Sunset
Funeral Home.
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ect that the surplus, now valued at $2.7 tnil-
lion, will be gone in 2033. At that point,
Social Security would only collect enough
tax revenue each year to pay about 75 per-
cent of benefits, unless acts.

~ The AP used data from the Social Secu-

Social Security is financed by a 12.4 per-
cent tax on wages. Workers pay half and
their employers pay the other half. The tax
is applied to the first $110,100 of a work-
er's wages, a level that increases each year
with inflation. For 2011 and 2012, the tax
rate for employees was reduced to 4.2 per-
cent, but is scheduled to retum to 6.2 per-

cent 1n January.

OPTIONS:

B Apply the Social Security tax to all
wages, including those above $110,100.
Workers making $200,000 in wages would
get a tax increase of $5,574, an amount
their employers would have to match. Their
future benefits would increase, t00. This
option would eliminate 72 percent of the
shortfall. Two years ago, it would have
wiped out 99 percent.
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es 10 67 for people bom in 1960 or later.

Workers are eligible for carly retirement at
62, monthly benefits are reduced by
about 25 percent. reductions shrink the
longer you wait to apply. -

OPTIONS:
B Gradually raise the full retirement age

to 68 in 2033. ’l‘hlscptnnwwldelmuc
15 percent of the shortfall. Two years ago,
it would have eliminated a little more than
20

Gradually raise the full retirement age
to 69 in 2039 and 70 ip 2063. This option
would eliminate 37 percent of the shortfall.
Two years ago, it would have eliminated
about half.

mm

year, if consumer prices increase,
SmlaISoumtybatﬁtsgowaswll By
law, the increases are to an inflation
index. This year, benefits went up by 3.6
percent, the first increase since 2009.

Option: Adopt a new inflation index

called the Chained CP1, which assumes that
people change their buying habits when
prices increase to reduce the impact on
their pocketbooks. The new index would
reduce the annual COLA by 0.3 percentage
point, on average. This option would elimi-
nate 19 percent of the shortfall. Two years
ago, it would have eliminated 26 percent.

Benefits

Initial Social Security benefits are deter-
mined by lifetime wages, meaning the
more you make, the higher your benefit, to
a point. Initial benefits are typically calcu-
lated using up to 35 years of wages. Eamn-
ings from earlier years, when workers were
young, are adjusted to reflect the change in
general wage levels that occurred during
their years of employment.

CEDAR PARK

4 shot in Central

Texas Walmart

parking lot

Police say a suspect 1s in
custody after four people
were shot during an alter-
cation in a Central Texas
Walmart parking lot.

Cedar Park Police Capt.
Mike Harmon said authori-
ties responded to the
shooting about 4:30 a.m.
Sunday and took the sus-
pect into custody. He says
the four people who were
shot were hospitalized
with non-life-threatening
injuries.

Police said 18-year-old
Soloman Onwukaife has
been charged with aggra-
vated assault with a deadly
weapon. Harmon said he
did not have any attorney
information for
Onwukaife, who remained

hospitalized after being
injured in the altercation.

Police said more charges
may be filed.

Harmon said no Wal-
mart employees or cus-
tomers were injured.

Cedar Park is located
about 20 miles north of

Harrison told The Associ-
ated Press a body was
found in the search area
Sunday afternoon but has
not been positively identi-
fied as the missing man.
Harrison said that a wit-
ness told them the man
was swept away Saturday
night after stepping into a
creek on the east side of

at the Urban Inter Tribal
Center of Texas.

New rules require proof chile grown in New Mexico

By Phaedra Haywood

Santa Fe New Mexican

SANTA FE, N.\M. — It can be
hot, medium or mild. It can
come from a family plot near
Chimayo or a 100-acre farm in
Hatch. But if the label or seller
says its New Mexico chile, it
better be grown in New Mexico.

'his 1s the first harvest season
in which new state rules require
vendors of chile and chile prod-
ucts to verify the origin of their
produce.

The state laws, passed last
year, make it illegal for anyone
o knowingly sell chile or chile
products labeled as New Mexi-
co-grown if the chile wasn’t
grown in the state. The state
Department of Agriculture will
enforce the rules.

Chile growers lobbied for the
new regulations, according to
New Mexico Chile Association
E-xecutive Director Jaye
Hawkins, as a way to guard
aganst impostor products from
places such as Mexico, China
and India.

Hawkins said competition
from importers — who have
fewer regulations and lower
labor costs than New Mexico
chile growers — seriously has
affected New Mexico’s chile
industry in the last two decades.

In the 1990s, Hawkins said,
New Mexico farmers grew about
35,000 acres of chile.

Last year, she said, less than
10,000 acres of chile were grown
in the state.

Department of Agriculture
spokeswoman Katie Goetz said
the department held a series of
meetings with farmers across the
state afthr the rules were passed

last year to figure out the least
cumbersome way to enforce
them.

The result is a two-document
system. The first form in the sys-
tem is an affidavit provided by a
grower to verify the chile’s on-
gin. That form travels with the
chile, like a passport, to its ulti-
mate destination.

For example, Goetz said, if the
chile 1s bound for a grocery
store, the form travels with the
chile to the store, which then has
the verification it needs to label
the chile as New Mexico-grown.

The second part of the pro-
gram requires those who process
chile into other products, such as
salsa, to submit a verification
form with the state, which
affirms they are using only New
Mexico-grown chile in products
with a “New Mexico chile”
label.

Goetz said state standards
inspectors, who already conduct
audits of grocery stores — to
ensure the accuracy of scales and
volume claims, for instance —
have taken on the added respon-
sibility of vcnfymg the origins

that list New Mexico chile on
their labels against a list of com-
panies that have submitted verifi-
cation forms to ensure the prod-
ucts are in compliance.

If they aren’t, Goetz said, the
items are pulled from the shelves
until the vendor remedies the

pmbbm.elﬂu'
that the

clilellhthdﬂewluho-

grown or by ﬂI:H:el
to eliminate a false
Goetz said the

the department
began enfoscing the new regula-

tions July 1.

Since then, she said, inspec-
tors have audited about 120
products; about 45 of those were
pulled from shelves because the
manufacturers weren’t in com-
pliance.

Goetz said she didn’t have
data to differentiate between
products that were pulled
because they were grown out of
state and products that were

Goetz said roadside vendors
are also subject to the regula-
tions and should have on-site
their verification forms showing
where their chile was grown.

Ideally, she said, vendors
should have multiple copies of
the document on hand to give to
customers who want to process
the chile into another
that could be offered for sale.

Mauricio Mena, the produce
manager at Lowe’s grocery store
on St. Michael’s Drive — one of
the few chile roasters that have
begun selling this year’s crop —
producedasheafofpaperswbtn
asked about the , all
the documents showed that the
store’s chile is grown in Hatch,
like the sign says.

Mena said he learned of the
new requirement via emails from

thinks it’s a good

“A lot of come from
Colorado and -dthey
want New Mexico chile,” he
said. “If it’s going &
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chili at the Lowe’s grocery store parking
Santa Fe, NM., on Under new

state rules, stores and roadside vendors must have verification forms
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By J.B. Smith
Waco Tribune-Herald

WACO — The maps that Valley
Mills city administrator Bill Lan-
caster uses 1o locate water and
ure maps: ripped, yellowed and
water-stained.

They were drawn in 1929, the
same year this small town
installed the sewer system and
water tower that still are in use.

To find pipes installed since
then, Lancaster and his crews go
hunting with modern metallic line
detectors and old-fashioned divin-
ing rods.

Those methods often fail. A few
weeks ago, a gas company dug
into an unmapped plastic water-
line, forcing the city to declare a
boil water notice until the line was
disinfected.

“Every time we dig a hole, we
hs::ancwsmpﬁse."hncastcr

But the city administrator is

ing a new $1 million initiative
by the Heart of Texas Council of
Governments will help Valley
Mills and other small towns in this
area get a handle on their aging
infrastructure.

The regional planning initiative,
called “Efficient Towns and Coun-
ties,” will serve 35 communities in

Y1Al1)

, Waco-area towns get help with aging infrastructure

Valley Mills city administrator Bill Lancaster holds a tattered map from 1

and Bosque counties. |

Funded by a federal grant and place, towns may realize they can
contributions from the counties, deactivate some problematic lines
the initiative revolves around a and create a simpler, smarter and
single big idea: help communities  more cost-effective system,
help themselves with better data.  she said.

Among other objectives, the ini- That may be the only way strug-
tiative will use Geographic Infor-  gling small towns can survive in a
mation System software to create time of diminishing federal and

maps of each town and its state aid for public works,
. The agency will Henderson said.
buy line-locating equipment that “It’s obvious to me that small

towns can use to help update

cities don’t have the money to

the maps. make a meaningful commitment
The communities then can use to quality infrastructure,” she said.
the data to formulate their own “Their water and sewer services
plans for improving their infra- are upside down in how they’re
structure, said Megan Henderson,  funded and maintained, and
services director for the there’s absolutely no road map for
council of governments. fixing them. . . . There’s this sense
In many cases, she said, the that in a lot of ways we may need
towns may find they need less to go back to go forward.”
infrastructure, not more. With dig- Henderson spent eight years in
ital mapping and modeling in Falls County towns, first as Mar-

and sewer lines, in Valley Mills, on July 31. Manysmaﬂtownsltke\faﬂey
commitment to quality infrastructure.

lin's Main Street manager, then as
Rosebud’s city manager.

She said that for years, small
towns have depended on competi-
tive grants from the federal gov-
ernment’s Community Develop-
ment Block Grant program to
make upgrades to their sewer and
water systems.

The money was never enough
to keep up with the towns’ needs
to replace aging infrastructure.

“The problem is that the sys-
tems themselves are citywide, and
the programs that exist are not of
the scale to change a citywide sys-
tem,” she sad.

Earlier this summer some law-
makers, including U.S. Rep. Bill
Flores, R-Bryan, supported axing
the block grant program altogether.
Even if the program continues,
Henderson said, towns need to have

PAGE 3A

well-thought-out plans so they can
make the most of scarce resources.
initiative also will help towns ana-

lyze thewr road systems with an eye

o smarter spending.

She said some towns may realize
certain roads no longer serve
enough residents to justify com-
pletely rebuilding them.

Instead, the towns could use
alternative paving techniques, such
as regrinding the road base and
sealing it with slurry. Marlin City
Manager Willham McDonald said
he sees a potential to downsize
infrastructure and use alternative
paving technologies in parts of
town where most people have
moved out. Marln i1s a good exam-
ple, Henderson said, of overbuilt
infrastructure that has become bur-
densome to maintain.

TEA employee becomes school funding guru

By Laurel L. Scott
San Angelo
Standard-Times

SAN ANGELO — In
1974, Omar Garcia wasn't
planning to become the
school finance guru for the
state of Texas. He was just
looking for a job.

A native of Ray-
mondville in the Rio
Grande Valley, Garcia had

ecarned bachelor’s and mas-

ter’s degrees in business
administration from what
was then Texas A&l Um-
versity in Kingsville. He
was visiting Austin, staying
with a friend who was
attending the University of
Texas School of Law, hop-
ing to get into the banking

“1 looked at a couple of
bank teller positions that
paid like $350 a month,” he
said recently.

He said he was visiting
the UT campus when he
saw postings for jobs at the
Texas Education Agency.
“There were two jobs
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were paying like $800 a tion School Program.
month. $350? $800? What’s Garcia is the architect of
it going to be? It was ano-  an Excel document known
brainer,” Garcia said. as the state funding tem-
That first job was in plate, used by school dis-
TEA's division of school tricts to calculate how much
audits. money to expect from the
“My job back then was to  state, depending on their
travel all over the state district’s demographics, tax
amimngsclmddnsmcts rate and many other factors.

he said. “l did that for
almost five years. We trav-
eled all year long, two
weeks in, two weeks out.”
A promotion put him in

TEA's division of state

funding, and during the
next 23 years he rose
through the ranks to
become TEA's state fund-
ing director, responsible for
making sure school districts
got the amount of funding
authorized by the

But that position, which
he left in 2002, is not why
he 1s called an “icon™ of

The TEA has its own
system for calculating
what school districts will
get, based on their num-
bers, said Lisa Dawn-Fish-
er, TEA's chief school
finance officer. School dis-
tricts, however, do not
have access to TEA’s pro-
gram. Tom Patton, a
retired former state fund-
ing director who was Gar-
cia’s boss at the time,
started at TEA in 1968.

“In those days, you
could do your estimates on
a single sheet of paper,” he
said. “After 1984 or so, it

Texas school finance and 1s  got increasingly more

the man that more than complex as these various
1,000 school districts across  layers were created — tax
Texas count on to help efforts began to make a
them determine how much  difference, special student
income they likely are to populations began to make
get from the state’s Founda- a difference.”

\ourale udioooing

The nmud-"80s also is
when TEA moved into a
new building “and with that
move we got desktop com-

puters,” Garcia said.

The computers came

with the Lotus 1-2-3

spreadsheet program, and
Patton asked Garcia to try
programming the funding

formulas into a

spreadsheet.

“That was the concept,
the schools need some-
thing they can readily do
on their own,” Patton said.

“1 have likened the

schools to farming for a
living — you can plan all
you want but until your
crop is gathered and sold,

you don’t know what
you're going to make.

“School funding, unlike
what people might com-
monly think, i1s driven by a
formula that 1s dependent
entirely on what's happen-
ing with the school vear
now. The state is advanc-
ing money to schools
based on estimates that
were made some time ago.
Then, when it’s all over, if
they (TEA) owe you more
money, they pay you more
money, and if they
advanced you too much,
you have to pay it back.
The state cannot tell you
what you're ultimately
going to earn.”
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TODAY IN
MIDLAND

Meotings scChwdube

Planning and Zoning
Commission

330 p.m. today
cqwumcnm

5:30 p.m. today in |
and Technology Building's Cooper
Lecture Hall.

Seliger serves on the Senate
finance and education commitiees, as
well as the finance subcommitiee on
higher educahon.

The program will be free and open
10 the public.

Talk show schedules

News taik

KCRS (AM 550)

6-9 am. The Moming Drive with
Robert Halimark and Kurt Verie:

9-11 am. Lynn Woolley

11 am.-2 pm. Rush Limbaugh

2-5 p.m. Dave Ramsey

56 p.m. Local News reports

6-9 p.m. Roger Hedgecock

9-midrught Hugh Hewnt

Midright-6 a.m. Coast to Coast

with George Noory
web hitp://www.newstalkkcrs.com/

KWEL (AM 1070)

6-10 am. The Morning Show with
Craig Anderson

10 a.m -noon Laura ingraham

Noon-2 p.m. Glenn Beck

2-5 p.m. Sean Hannity

5-6 p.m. Jason Moore

6-9 p.m. Michael Savage

Web- hitp//www_kwel com

Sport talk

KMND (AM 1510)

6-9 a.m.Mike and Mike in the
Morning

9 a.m.-noon The Herd with Colin
Cowherd

Noon-3 p.m. The Dan Patnck
Show

3-6 p.m. The Doug Gottheb
Shownter org for more information.

Club meetings,
support groups today

Tall City VFW Post 7208, 1303 E.
Taylor. bingo games 7 p.m.

How to submit

B Births: Have informabon and a
picture about a newborn son, daugh-
ter, grandson Or granddaughter you
want in the paper? Call Managing
Editor Mary Dearen at 687-8852
B Engagement, wedding
anniversary of quinceanera
announcements email write-up and
photo 10 weddings @ mrt.com. For
more informalton, call 682-6222.

B Education news: email infor-
maton and photo to Mary Dearen at
mdearen @ mrt com or Stewart
Doreen at sdoreen@mrt.com. For
more information, call 687-8852.

B Religion news: email informa-
ton and photo to Lifestyle Editor
Megan Buck at mbuck @mrt.com. For
more information, call 687-8871

B hems for Names & Faces, a
roundup of community and society
events: email information and photo
to Managing Editor Mary Dearen at
mdearen @mrt.com or Editor Stewart
Doreen at sdoreen@mrt.com. For
more information, call 687-8852.

B For Have You Heard call Man-
lyn Harrison at 682-3080 or 685-1823
or email information 10
texachem @ clearwire net. Photos also
can be submitied; email photos 10
mdearen @ mrt.com.

@ Business and oll industry
news: contact Oil Editor Mella
McEwen at 687-8860 or
mmcewen @met.com

B Rems of local interest: contact
Editor Stewart Doreen at 687-8856 or
sdoreen @mrt.com.

B Letters to the editor: email 1o
letters @mrt.com or mail 1o 201 E. -
nois Ave., 79701. For more informa-
tion call 687-8852.

When it’s open

Midiand County Tax Asses-
sor/Collector

210 N."A St

8 am. 10 5 p.m. Monday through
Wednesday, Fnday

8 am. to 6 pm. on Thursday

432-688-4810

Municipal Courthouse

406 E. linois Ave.

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Wednesday and Friday

8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Thursday

A deposit box for payments is
open 24 hours a day

432-685-7314

Midiand Central Appraisal
District

4631 Andrews Highway

8 am.to 5 p.m. Monday through

432-699-4991

Department of Public Safety:
Driver's License Office

2405 South Loop 250 West

8 am. to 5 p.m. Monday and

Wednesday through Fnday

8 am. to 6 p.m. on Tuesdays
432-498-2100

Social Security Office
3114 Sunburst Ave.
9 am. to 3:30 p.m. Monday

through Friday
1-800-772-1213

Today in history

Today is Monday, Aug. 20, the
233rd day of 2012. There are 133
days left in the year.

On this date:

In 1940, during World War I,
British Prime Minister Winston
Churchill paid tribute to the Royal Air
Force before the House of Commons,
saying, “Never in the field of human
confict was s0 much owed by S0
many 10 80 fow”
in 1986, postal employee Patrick
Henry Sherrill went on a deadly ram-
page at a post office in Edmond,
Oida., shootigg 14 fellow workers.
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TOP: An old motel sign
lease off Loving

hangsMwnhneighborsunderacanopyatter&DHVParkmarStanton

From 1A

and telephone booth are
County Road 408 near Mentone.

modest revival now is a full-fledged
boom. The play extends across hun-
dreds of square miles of West Texas
and into New Mexico, from Men-
tone east to El Dorado.

“l had a family emergency the
other night and when I got back mnto
town at 4 a.m. it looked like Inter-
state 10 because of the oil field traf-
fic.” said Crane County Judge John
Farmer, who lives southwest of
Odessa. “Anything within 150 miles
of Midland and Odessa is the same
way. Even in Stanton, which was all
cotton fields, they’re drilling oil
wells now.”

The price of oil is hovenng
around $90 a barrel down from a
peak of more than $110 this spring.
But because of fundamental
changes in how oil is being extract-

ed, some doubt that a drop to $60 or

$70 a barrel will kill the boom.
After all, there are now more than
155.000 producing wells out here,
generating revenue and requinng
service for years to come.

“It’s unbelievable. This has 50
years worth of life. They’ll be
redrilling the entire Permian Basin,”
exclaimed Jim Smitherman, chief
executive officer of Security Bank
in Midland, one of the few banks to
survive the last bust.

PERRY

From 1A

Back in Texas, Perry
campaigned for Lt. Gov.
Dewhurst, who poured
more than $20 million of
his own money into a
Republican primary battle
for the U.S. Senate with tea
party favorite and former
Solicitor General Ted Cruz.

Dewhurst lost by 13 per-
centage points during last
month’s runoff, raising
questions about whether the
state has now moved too far
to the right for Perry and

NEW.

WEST TEXAS BOOMTOWN

“Before they found the new oil,
we were in a tertiary recovery phase
and most of us didn’t think this area
had much longevity,” he said.

Ailing pockets

Airport hangars in Midland now
alt}amnwdwanvalcphm.
there is a three- to four-month wait
to join the Petroleum Club and
many of the service companies lin-
ing Interstate 20 keep “Hinng”
signs out front.

A freshly graduated petroleum
engineer can make $80,000 a year,
sometimes with a $10,000 to
$20,000 signing bonus tacked on.
Roughnecks and truck drivers will-
ing to work killer hours can gross
over $100,000 a year.

From the first commercial well,
drilled in Mitchell County in 1921,
oil and gas have written the history
of the Permian Basin, a vast ancient
seabed riddled with hydrocarbons,
where catastrophic busts often have
followed spectacular booms.

The cycle this time around will be
different, said Robison, president of
ExL Petroleum. No longer does the
oilman’s fate depend solely on luck
and the capricious world price of
oil. Instead of hitting only one of 10
holes, some drillers who are tapping
once inaccessible formations and

using new extraction techniques

Texas Gov. Rick Perry speaks during the Texas Republican
Convention in Fort Worth, on June 7.

. |
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changed. It’s a new industry. If you
can drill 200 to 300 new wells, and
if every single one is economic, that
greatly reduces the nisk of loss of
investment.”

The boom also has sweetened
royalty payments and lease bonuses
for land owners.

“Anymore, a 25 percent royalty is
standard, and it’s not unusual to find
$1,000 to $3,000 bonuses per acre
in really hot areas,” said Arlen
Edgar, 78, a longtime o1l and gas
mvesmrBuboumaImMngfm

activity, as well as its oil and gas
economy, is beginning to hedge
his bets.

“This has been a pretty extraord:-
nary run since 2009. The ng count

is actually higher right now than it
was during the peak of the 1980s,
and that’s a pretty stunning develop-
ment,” he said. But, he said that for
the past three months the oil and gas
industry index has declined.
“These are deep wells with a very
high cost basis, so I'm kind of won-
dering aloud if this drop in crude
prices will put the brakes on activi-
ty. It wouldn’t bother me to be dead

M- 8 Ed.
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wrong, but that’s actually what I'm |
expecung."hcsmd

“And if prices drop to $70 or low-
er, lmmkthmgswﬂlreallyslow
down,” he said. |

Labor shortage
City leaders in Midland and
Ochssa.nmwhﬂc are quietly
digesting forecasts that, if the boom ‘
holds, their populations could dou-
ble within two or three decades, cre-
ating an Interstate 20 metroplex of
at least 400,000 people. Since 2000,
the combined populations of Mid-
land and Ector counties have nisen
by more than 40,000 people, to
roughly 280,500, according to the
U.S. Census. Median famly
incomes also have increased by
more than a third.

“In some of the projections, we’ll
addlﬂl(ll)wmpowm
which is a whole new city,” said
CuﬂteySlwp.clymngerof
Midland, which is afloat in tax
revenue.

Sales tax income for Midland
went from $13.4 million in fiscal .
2001 to $29.4 million in fiscal 2011.
So much money is flowing in that
the city’s reserve fund is now equal
to about half its general fund, dou- 4
ble what it used to be.The wealth

ha.smggaedmmw

bronze or copper.

James E. Myers, 42, of Midland, was arrested Satur-
day on a charge of theft of property valued less than
$20,000 containing at least 50 percent of aluminum,

Anna M. Reyes, 30, of Midiand, was arrested Saturday
on a charge of burglary of a habitation intending to com-

Alejandro Aranda, 27, of Midland, was arrested Satur-
day on a second charge within 12 months of assault of a
family or house member causing bodily injury.

Francisco O. Hernandez, 41, of Odessa, was armested
Saturday on a charge of theft of service valued between
$20,000 and $100,000.

Jon D. Lentz, 48, of Eden Prairie, N.M., was armrested
Saturday on a charge of theft valued between $1,500 and

the rest of the Texas GOP mit another felony.
establishment. Texans for Public Jus- dmngd!ﬁNSix months “m‘*‘l m'dw‘mmm_

Asked if Perry 1s no tice, a state campaign of the year, bringing his day on a charge of burglary of a habitation intending to
longer conservative enough  finance watchdog group campaign funds to an commit another felony
for tea party activists — that frequently clashes impressive $14.5 million. Mlmé of Midland. was arrested Satur-
and if that could hurt his with the governor, has He also has strong MmaWdeaﬂwmm
fundraising efforts — Perry ~ long dubbed Perry the top statcwh:::cnan];recogm- impeding breath.
spokeswoman Catherine fundraiser in Texas poli- tion, helping Texas sue the
Frazier said simply, “No tics. The group said he federal government 21 Lisa M. Taylor, 46, of Midland, was arrested Saturday
and no.” I‘CIMII‘ISSOCkSPItChIS times since Obama took MEMC‘M“BWMW

mesum ' . ' than 1 gram in a drug-free zone.

y stumbles in the presiden- office. But Eric Bearse, an
that Perry “continues 1o tial race and with Abbott spokesman and a Samantha S. Williams, 37, of Midland, was arrested
show strong fundraising, Dewhurst. former top Perry aide, said Saturday on a charge of violation of parole.
and Texans recognize that “There’s a Perry the attorney general isn’t
he has been a leader in machine in this state that  worrying about his politi- Source: Midland County Sheriff's Office
tackling the issues most reflects his unprecedented , cal future yet.
important to longevity,” said research “Thconly thing that | 101
conservatives.” director Andrew Wheat. we're focused on is main- -

As furtlm;lpmf .:1':}5 “He has ﬂtg: power and mmnsaclos:‘mamhﬂ From 1A future Mrs. Bush also was
governor still consi money s to power.” relationship the gov- i officer, home-
himself a future political  Still, the governor is not  emor.” he said. e e o
force, he has also refused  the only one stockpiling “They have been friends in the Middle East from Rehiles Churt Gossinse
to rule out making another campaign cash. Republi- for a long time. They work | 2000-2003, and a Student C .
run at the White Housein can A General Greg closclytogdherandwlll from Lee in 1963. She
2016———thwghh2i.sdoing Abbott widely is believed commlehl:doso mlhellzs eafrbookém mm ot graduated
so will depend heavilyon  to have gubernatorial Perry has a lot of ground | Index, uture
whether President Barack rmnslhwghlnha;:'l;o to make up if he wants to lady as “Laura Welsh.” J‘-Il’uun-l
Obama is re-elected or been seen as willing to catch Abbott in fundrais- Ironically, she was a book, “A History of
unseated by presumptive wait for-Perry to step aside ing — but the governor member of the yearbook  Character: The Story of
GOP presidential nominee  before running. has proven to be a master | staff the year her name Midland, Texas” will be
Mitt Romney. Abbott raised $3 million at raising money. was misspelled. The

-'H

published in 2013.
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Associated Press
LA CANADA FLINTRIDGE,

Calif. —

one family, an
exotic summer
getaway means
living on Mars.
Martian time, that is.
Since the landing of
NASA’s newest Mars
rover, flight director
David Oh’s family has
taken the unusual step
of tagging along as he
leaves Earth time
behind and syncs his
body clock with the
red planet.

Every mission to Mars, a
small army of scientists and
engineers reports to duty on
“Mars time” for the first three
months. But it’s almost unheard
of for an entire family to flip
their orderly lives upside down,
shifting to what amounts to a
time zone change a day.

Intrigued about abiding by
extraterrestrial ime, Oh's wife,
Bryn, could not pass up the
chance to take their kids — 13-
year-old Braden, 10-year-old
Ashlyn and 8-year-old Devyn —
on a Martian adventure from
their home near the NASA Jet
Propulsion Laboratory where the
Curiosity rover was built.

“We all feel a little sleepy, a
little jet-lagged all day long, but
everyone is doing great,” Bryn
experiment.

Days on Mars last a tad
longer. Earth rotates on its axis
once every 24 hours — the defi-
nition of a day. Neighbor Mars
spins more lazily. Days there —
known as sols — last 39 min-
utes and 35 seconds longer than
on Earth. The difference may
not seem like much each day,
but it adds up.

To stay in lockstep, nearly 800
on the $2.5 billion proj-
ect have surrendered to the Mar-
tian cycle of light and dark. In
the simplest sense, each day
slides forward 40 minutes. That
results in wacky work, sleep and
cating schedules. Many say it
feels like perpetual jet lag.

The Oh family broke in slow-
ly. A sign on their front door
warns: “On Mars Time: Flight
Director Asleep. Come Back
Later.”

Days before Curniosity’s Aug.
5 touchdown, the children
stayed up until 11:30 p.m. and
slept in until 10 a.m. In the
inning, it wasn’t much differ-
ent from a typical day on sum-
mer vacation. As the days wore
on, they stayed up later and lat-
er, waking up in the afternoon
and evening.

One day last week, the family
ate a 3 p.m. breakfast, 8 p.m.
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lunch, 2:30 a.m. dinner and 5
a.m. dessert before heading off
to bed.

To sleep when the sun is out,
their bedroom windows are cov-
ered with aluminum foil or cloth
to keep out any sliver of light. In
the hallway, a handmade calen-
dar keeps track of the days and
schedules are written on an
oversized mirror. A digital clock
in the master bedroom is set to
Mars time.

Bryn Oh keeps a meticulous
spreadsheet updated with her
husband’s work hours and the
family’s activities. They wear a
wireless device that monitors
their steps, calories burned and
sleep patterns.

When David Oh tells co-
workers on Mars time and

- friends on Earth time about the

switch: “Some of them think it’s
really cool to have the kids
along. Some who worked on

\l'.\

Like NASA rover, family switches to Mars time

other Mars missions have said,
‘You're crazy.””

Being night owls has its
perks: Braden, Ashlyn and
Devyn saw their first shooting
star. The family went on night
hikes in the hills around the
neighborhood. They had a late
dinner in Hollywood and
gawked at street performers on
the Walk of Fame with other
tounists. They saw a madnight
screening of a zombie film and
then went bowling.

One night, Bryn Oh took the
children biking in an empty
parking lot. The youngest shed
his training wheels, and for the
first time, around.

Of the three, Ashlyn has the
most difficulty sticking to the
Mars rhythm. She tends to wake
up too early and balks at naps.

“It’s awesome, but it’s tinng”
she said.

Braden thrives on the weird
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Lamentations 3:25

The LORD is good to
those whose hope is in him,
to the one who seeks him.
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ABOVE:
David Oh, a flight director of
NASA's latest Mars mission, far
left and his family have breakfast
at 3 pm at their home in La
family living
an
NA

has been on
and following an odd
ever since the NASA rover
Curiosity landed in an ancient

schedule straight.

Associated Press photos
hours. What teenager doesn't mean Earth time? Cunosity
like staying up as late as possi- time? The time that their bodies
ble and having frozen yogurt at think they're on?
midnight? He started a blog For the mission workers, the
detailing the family’s schedule is also more grueling
experiences. than in the past. Their work hours

Earthly sacrifices were made.  tend to whiplash around depend- -
The family traded a real vaca- ing on when orbiting spacecraft
tion for a glorified staycation. fly over the rover landing site to
Dental appointments, harp les- relay signals to Earth. One shift
sons and play dates were sched- sends up commands spelling out
uled around when the kids were  what Cunosity will do for the
awake, which was a moving tar-  day; another pores over the pic-
get every day. tures beamed back.

Still, they managed to host a To cope, workers talk as if
party a week after the landing, they’'re on Mars, saluting “Good
throwing a Mars-themed back- morning” 1o one another even
yard barbecue complete with a though it might be dark outside.
cake shaped like Gale Crater, Cots are available for siestas.
Curiosity’s new home, and There’s also free ice cream —
topped with candles shaped like  “a little pick-me-up in the mid-
stars. dle of the night,” said mission

Bryn Oh said it’s easy to lose  ~ manager Mike Watkins.

track of what day it 1s. A simple
question like “What time is it?”
is difficult to answer. Do you

time

ule

Martian cra
from left:
Bryn,

Mars
sched-
ter on Aug. 5. Siting

David, Devyn, his wife

Braden, and Ashiyn.

LEFT:
An electric clock is set on Mars
Time to help David, the rover’s

flight dimdm._keep his

Watkins said it’s tough for
anyone to stray from Earth time
let alone a family.
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President right about need to break stalemate

Romney's selection of Ryan as his run- which commission members said, in their

® Voters must ask if Obama should

- £ the solusion ning mate. Ryan actually has authored a  final report, they “were willing to put our

part o ' budget that puts the country back on a differences aside to forge a plan because
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week, Vice President Joe Biden ' Ryan plan — twice in the last two years.  dent. He shelved the recommendations of
warned a mixed race crowd that if GURWITZ Last year, the Democrat-controlled Senate  his own debt commission.

Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan win in
November, "They're going to put y’all
back in chains.”

Speaking in lowa, President Barack
Obama tossed out a one-liner referencing
a three-decade old story about Romney
taking a family vacation with his dog in a
carrier on the roof of a station wagon. So

voted down the Obama budget, 97-0.
This year, the budget presented by the
president was so unserious that Majonity
Leader Harry Reid refused to even bring it
up for consideration. The last time the
Senate actually passed a budget was in
2009. That’s par for the course. From
spending to taxes to entitiement reform,

Now in 2012, without a record to run on
and without serious proposals of their
own, Obama and the Democrats are left to
tell jokes and scary stories. Speaking in
Ohio last month, Obama said that there’s
no lack of ideas or solutions for the

nation’s problems.
Whltsholdmgusback.“hewd. 'is

San Antonio Express-News

in South Carolina with the story that his
home state of Delaware was “a slave state
that fought beside the North. That’s only
because we couldn’t figure out how to get
to the South.”

much for hope and change. Here it’s Ryan and Republicans have put forward
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then you paint your opponent as someone
people should run from. You make a big
election about small things.”

guy without the dog on the roof. There are
some wonderful ironies in the Obama-
Biden strategy of jokes and chains. Back

“If you don’t have a record to run on,

Run from the slave trader. Vote for the jokes?

in 2006, Biden cozied up to an audience

N — e =

cusses eating dog meat with his stepfather
in Indonesia. “Tough,” the author notes
parenthetically. Again, funny stuff. So is
this what Americans have to look forward
to through Nov. 6 — race-baiting and dog

Whatever chance there is that the presi-
dential election actually will be decided
on substantive issues, it was enhanced by

Voters should study
dueling Medicare plans

Dallas Morning News
Paul Ryan, as you no doubt have heard, wants “to end

Medicare as we know it.” He wants to steal Medicare mon-
ey and give tax breaks to the rich. And by choosing Ryan
as his running mate, Mitt Romney endorses a plan to yank the
health care safety net from beneath seniors, leaving them to die
in penniless misery.

No, no, no, Republicans argue back. How can Romney-Ryan
kill Medicare when President Barack Obama is already “gutting”
it? He wants to whack $700 billion from Medicare to fund his
health care reform, leaving seniors to die in penniless misery.

Oh, yeah? (More spin here.)

Oh, yeah? (Angry rebuttal spin here.)

Be patient, voters. As you can tell, we Americans are fairly out
of practice at mtmml reasonable debate over an issue that truly
affects everyone’s future. Medicare, as one of the big three federal
entitlements, with Medicaid and Social Secunty, certainly is that.

Even as annual deficits pile accumulated debt ever higher,
Medicare costs continue to chew up the federal budget. Predic-
tions of its solvency disappearing by 2024 or earlier are increas-
ingly common and no longer thought alarmist.

At least we're talking about big things, passionately if not
always straightforwardly. Pretending the problem doesn’t exist
obviously doesn’t make it go away.

And both sides know it. So here’s a bit of unspinning:

The Democrats’ plan does reduce future growth in Medicare
spending by about $700 billion to help fund other parts of the
Affordable Care Act, also known as Obamacare. The Obama
plan places greater emphasis on government oversight to hold
down future costs, particularly in restricting payments to doctors
and hospitals.

The Ryan plan, as revealed in his two latest House-passed
budgets, effectively accepts the Obamacare cuts. The difference
is how his plan goes after that reduced Medicare spending. Ryan
would emphasize private-sector competition, placing his faith in
the free market over government regulation.

Importantly, Ryan revised his 2013 budget with a key improve-
ment that this newspaper favors. Instead of phasing out govern-
ment-run Medicare, he now offers future recipients younger than
55 a choice: a voucher to buy private insurance or today’s
Medicare. The vouchers, whose rate would be set by a bidding
process, would cover government-approved plans; if voucher
holders want a more expensive plan, they would pay the extra.

Romney, the actual presidential candidate, throws a wrinkle by
insisting that his Medicare plan is not precisely Ryan’s. Both are
committed to repealing Obamacare, but the Romney campaign
says it would not preserve the Obamacare-driven cuts, as the
Ryan plan would.

Clear now? Give it some time. We have conventions and
debates and more than two months of study time ahead. Make
use of it. Doing nothing really isn’t an option.

Dueling Medicare plans

Key elements of Barack Obama’s and Mitt Romney’s plans:

® From barackobama.com:

Improves quality and delivery system efficiency through the
federal agency that distributes Medicare benefits, saving
Medicare almost $120 billion over five years.

Extends the life of the Medicare trust fund by eight years.

Saves seniors, on average, $4,200 over 10 years. By 2022, pre-
miums and co-insurance for seniors will be more than $500 lower.

For seniors in the coverage gap, closes the * doughnut hole” by

2020.

8 From mittromney.com:

Medicare is reformed as a premium support system. Existing
spending 1s repackaged as a fixed-amount benefit to each senior
to purchase insurance that must be at least comparable to what
Medicare provides today.

If seniors choose more expensive plans, they will have to pay
the difference; if they choose less expensive plans, they can use
the balance to pay other medical expenses.

The government will offer “traditional” fee-for-service
Medicare as an insurance plan, so seniors can purchase that if
they prefer.

Lower-income seniors will receive more generous support;
wealthier seniors will receive less support.

Distributed by MCT Information Services
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insolvent by 2024.

lion&bt.aldaMedicu'etmslfundtlm
— according to its trustees — will be

Democrats and the White House have
done nothing. Actually, worse than noth-
ing. Obama appointed a bipartisan debt
commission in 2010 to create the ultimate

grand bargain — a package of necessary
budget, tax and entitlement reforms for

breaking that stalemate.”

That's a far cry from Obama’s soarng
rhetoric in 2008 about ushering in a new
era of politics. And the president was
pulling another political prank if he was
including himself among the problem-
solvers. But about the need to break the
stalemate, he was — unusual for this cam-
paign season — factually correct.

® Family Research Council shooting
reminds us how little it takes — from
either side — to set off the “crazies.”

uman Rights Campaign, the nation’s
Hlargesl gay rights organization, posted an

alert on its blog Tuesday: “Paul Ryan
Speaking at Hate Group’s Annual Conference.”

The “hate group” that the Republicans’ vice
presidential candidate would be addressing? The
Family Research Council, a mainstream conserva-
tive think tank founded by James Dobson and run
for many years by Gary Bauer.

The day after the gay rights group’s alert went
out, 28-year-old Floyd Lee Corkins Il walked into
the Family Research Council’s Washington head-
quarters and, according to an FBI affidavit, pro-
claimed words to the effect of “I don’t like your
politics” — and shot the security guard. Corkins,
who recently had volunteered at a gay community
center, was carrying a 9mm handgun, a box of
ammunition and a backpack full of Chick-fil-A —
the company whose president recently spoke out
against gay marnage.

Mercifully, the gunman was restrained, and
nobody was killed. When | walked by the Family
Research Council building in downtown Washing-
ton on Thursday afternoon, things were returing
to normal. Outside the main doors, above which 1s
inscribed the group’s “Faith, Family, Freedom™
motto, some discarded yellow police tape lay on
the sidewalk. Attention to the incident already had
begun to fade.

That’s unfortunate, because this shooting should
remind us all of an important truth: that while
much of the political anger in America today lies
on the right, there are unbalanced and potentially
violent people of all political persuasions. The rest
of us need to be careful about hurling accusations
that can stir up the crazies.

Human Rights Campaign isn’t responsible for
the shooting. Neither should the organization that
deemed the FRC a “hate group,” the Southern
Poverty Law Center, be blamed for a madman’s
act. But both are reckless in labeling as a “hate
group” a policy shop that advocates for a full
range, of conservative Christian positions, on
issues from stem cells to euthanasia.

I disagree with the Family Research Council’s
views on gays and lesbians. But it’s absurd to put
the group, as the law center does, in the same cat-
egory as Aryan Nations, Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan, Stormfront and the Westboro Baptist
Church. The center says the FRC “often makes
false claimis about the LGBT ity based on
discredited research and junk science.” Exhibit A
in its dossier is a quote by an FRC official from

1999 (!) saying that “gaining access to children
has been a long-term goal of the homosexual
movement.”

Offensive, certainly. But in the same category as
the KKK?

Since the shooting, conservatives have com-
plained that the media have played down the story.
This probably has less to do with bias than with
the fact that nobody was killed. Still, there 1s
something to the complaint.

I took issue with Glenn Beck for stirring up the
unstable by promoting conspiracy theories in the ,
mass media; more than one Beck follower became
violent. What the Southern Poverty Law Center
and Human Rights Campaign have done isn’t
close to the level of provocation Beck achieved,
but that doesn’t justify their actions. The National
Organization for Marriage, which opposes gay
marriage, is right to say that the attack “is the
clearest sign we’ve seen that labeling pro-marmage
groups as ‘hateful’ must end.”

Gays and lesbians are winning the fight for

equalltybyenmpleandpu'mm Those who
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their many of

opponents,

whom are driven by deeply held religious beliefs.

The Family Research Council’s president, Tony
Perkins, said Thursday that “Corkins was given a
license to shoot an unarmed man by organizations
like the Southern Poverty Law Center.” This goes
too far. Nobody gave Corkins a license to kill. But
at the same time, “hate,” a strong word, has been
used too loosely — whether it’s Mitt Romney
telling President Obama to take his “campaign of
division and anger and hate back to Chicago,” or
the Southern Poverty Law Center lumping a
Christian policy group in with hooded bigots.

Late Thursday, the law center fired back at
Perkins, defending its categorization of the FRC
as a hate group because it “has knowingly spread
false and denigrating propaganda about LGBT
putting out “claims that are provably false™ about
gay people. _

Yes, Perkins should stop doing that. But even if
he doesn’t, the Southern Poverty Law Center
should stop listing a mainstream Christian advoca-
cy group alongside neo-Nazis and Klansmen.
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Republican vice-presidential candidate, Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., center, greets the crowd
after speaking at a campaign rally in The Villages, Fla., onSatunhy

Romney said tax increas- ments, or COLAs. “Letme  retirees, the most vulnerable

was es should be off the table, be clear, 1 will not do or people with disabilities,
n- and current beneficiaries either,” Obama said at the without slashing benefits
the : and those near retirement time. Last year, however, for future generations and
5 cam- soqghl-aﬂerumhc;ded slmldbespuedfmmcms Obama put on the table a without subjecting Amen-
swing voters who could to reduce annual cans’ guaranteed retirement
desndcthetleohon. COLAs during deficit- income to the whims of the
Youdon!wanlaﬂ- reduction talks with House  stock market,” Obama said
or paragraph or John Boehner, R- in the speech. Last week.
phmc fmm your platform Ohio. The talks ultimately  Vice President Joe Biden
tohcmedagmnstyWI failed and nothing came of  made a more sweeping
an ad or in a : the proposal, but it raised guarantee during a cam-
wedge issue,” said Llndl P. Bush’s proposal for pri- about whether paign swing in southern
Schacht, a veteran of many vate accounts got a chilly Obama would honor his Virginia, telling a customer
Democratic conventions 2008 pledge. at a diner that Social Secu-
who worked on Jimmy “A national politician rity will not be changed.
Carter’s campaigns in would do well to strongly “I guarantee you, flat
| 1976 and 1980. see Social Security say the identify themselves with guarantee you, there will be
trust funds that support the  Social Security, not just no changes in Social Secu-

program will run dry in with rhetoric, but to be very  nity,” Biden told the cus-
2033. At that point, Social clear that they understand tomer, according to a White
the pain people are expen- House pool report. “I flat

encing today, that they guarantee you.”

“The thi ing stand behind this program A Biden adviser said lat-
ought m@dl;’:g is F:t and they will protect the cit- er the vice president was
ting at risk the retirement : izenry and they will not cut  merely reassuring the
security of millions of During the 2008 cam- benefits,” said Eric King- woman that her benefits

America’s SCNIOrs paign, Obama said he want-  son, a Syracuse University would not be changed. The
Rep. Dcl::nc Wassel:a‘;l ed to improve Social Secu-  professor who co-founded adviser spoke on condition

Schultz of Florida, who rity’s finances by applying Social Security Works. “I of anonymity because <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>