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DANGEROUS WINDS — . Drivers in Scurry County were confronted by high winds as shown
by this driver on the U.S. 84 overpass at Huffman Ave. Scurry County emergency personnel
assisted Garza County in dealing with a multi-vehicle pileup that resulted in the deaths of two

people. (SDN Staff Photo)

High winds wreak havoc

High winds coupled with
blowing sand produced limited
visibility and wreaked havoc in
Garza County yesterday after-
noon.

The National Weather Service
reported wind gusts between 55
and 63 miles per hour through
the region that saw numerous
accidents, including a multi-car
pileup that resulted in two
deaths.

(Garza County law enforce-
ment began receiving reports of
the major accident on US. 84
north of Post on Thursday. The

calls continued as the pileup
grew.

Snyder resident Sammie Jar-
rell got caught in the storm
while traveling to Levelland
from Snyder. She reached Post
around 3 p.m. and was greeted
with a cloud of sand.

“There was just blowing dust.
Lots of dust,” she said.

Jarrell said that the visibility
was not too limited as she
entered Post, but once through
to the north side, the visibility
became much worse. Drivers
were not allowed to continue the
ascent at the Caprock and law
enforcement officers diverted
traffic near the Post rodeo
grounds.

“l tried the Tahoka highway
and finally got on top of the cap.
The visibility was so bad there |
decided to turn around and
come back home,” said Jarrell.

The fatal crash occurred
approximately six miles north of
Post on U.S. 84 and involved a
Freightliner that had stopped on
the highway after striking anoth-
er vehicle from behind moments
earlier.

A Peterbilt 18wheeler, driven
by Luis Guzman, 55, of Loving-
ton, N.M., also was traveling
northbound and struck the
Freightliner from behind. Guz-
man and wife Tomasa Guzman,
515. were ejected from the vehi-
cle.

Luis Guzman was pronounced
dead at the scene and Tomasa
died while en route to University
Medical Center in Lubbock.

The 18wheeler crash resulted

in additional crashes for other
drivers who followed, according
to DPS Trooper Cpl. John Gon-
zalez.

“The wreck of the two 18
wheelers resulted in a domino
effect for the cars that followed.
The visibility was down to zero
and the other drivers were not
able to see anything,” Gonzales
said.

Initial reports estimated 20 to
30 cars involved in the crash.
However, Gonzalez reported
that 15 to 20 would be a closer
estimate. He further stated that
the total number of victims with
injuries serious enough to
require transport to emergency
facilities was 11.

“The total number of victims
transported was 11. Six were
taken to University Medical Cen-

ter and five were transported to
Covenant Medical Center. For-

tunately many were treated and

released,” he said.

The DPS spokesman said
there were no Scurry County
residents involved in the mishap.
“Sayder law éenforéement off
cers and emergency personnel
responded to the request from
(arza County for assistance.
Crosby, Lynn, Borden and Terry
Counties also responded.

“We would like to express our
appreciation to Scurry County
and all the law enforcement and
emergency personnel who
responded so quickly. The visi-
bility was so low and they actual-
ly put themselves in danger to
help with traffic control. Their

assistance was invaluable.” Gon-
zalez said.

Luann Burleson...
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Incumbent files
for SISD board

Luann Burleson filed the nec-
essary papers Thursday after-
noon to seek her sixth term on
the Snyder
school board of
trustees.

Burleson, the
wife of Snyder
physician
James _.
Burleson, was FES.
first elected to ™
the board in
April 1987, and

IS completing 15
years on the
board.

The Burlesons have two chil
dren. Jamie is a graduate of SHS
and resides in Nashville, Tenn.,
while Erin is a senior at SHS.

The term of Cathy Peoples,
trustee since being appointed in
2001 to fill an unexpired term,
also expires this year.

Peoples has indicated she also
will seek another term.

Both represent at-large posi-
tions.

At Western Texas College,
both incumbent trustees, Car-
olyn Barbee and Dr. Jay Kidd,
have filed for another term.

Both will be seeking their third
six-year term on the board.

Barbee represents Place 3,

Burleson

while Dr. Kidd represents Place
4. Both were first elected to the
WTC board in 1992.

There are four places on the
Snyder city council that expire
and one-incumbent councilman,
Ron Shaw, has already filed.

Shaw is seeking his second
term representing District 4 on
the city council. He has also
served two terms, as an at-large
member having first been elected
in 1995 and this is his second run
for the District 4 position.

The terms of Vernest Tippens
and Stephanie Ducheneaux are
also up for election this spring
and both have indicated they will
seek new terms.

The District 3 spot is now
vacant, as James Ashley has
moved from the community.

No one has yet signed up for
the posts up for election on the
Hermleigh and Ira school
boards.

At Hermleigh, the terms of
Sherene Digby and David Hig-
gins will expire.

Digby said she was undecided
and Higgins said he would not be
seeking another term.

Ira trustees whose terms are
expiring are Keith Clements and
Dirk Dufin. Both have indicated
they will seek re-election.

Cleanup day is Saturday

The chamber of commerce
will have a cleanup workday on
Saturday beginning at 8:30 a.m.

Workers can meet at the
chamber office at 8 a.m. for cof-
fee and doughnuts and then go
to the worksite.

The work will continue Satur-
day until noon.

Directions to the site will be
posted on the office door at the
chamber.

“This campaign will continue
every Saturday morning

NO LOVE LOST — Grandmother Froachlan (Tedrick George) gives the cold shoulder to grand-
son-in-law Robert (Ryan Ballard) in the WTC Fine Arts Theatre production of The Mas by Mari-

na Carr. Show times are 7:30 tonight and Saturday night and 2 p.m. Sunday. (SDN StaffPhoto

by Annie Rowe)

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

..has been a resident of
Snyder since 1956. He and
Joyce have been married for
62 years and they have three
children, Jane Maroney of

Joe Willhlamson...

Edmond, Okla., and sons
Jay and Jodi Williamson of
Austin. Joe 1S a semi-retired

insurance agent and loves to
play golf.

dgb__

through April 24, said Vic
Shroyer, executive director ()f
the chamber.

“We encourage churches,
civic groups, businesses and
individuals to call and let us
know what Saturday you can
work during this time on this
major project for the communi-
ty,” said Shrover.

Volunteer forms and other
information are available at the

chamber office or you can call
573-3558.

DCOS board
continues with

evaluation

The Development Corporation
of Snyder (DCOS) board of direc-
tors met for just under an hour
this morning with about half that
time In executive session.

The board continued its annual
evaluation of executive director

John Delille during this part of

the meeting.

After the 20 minutes session, no
action was taken.

Action items this morning
included the approval of the finan-
cial statements and bills payable.

DelLille reported that the line
from Cox Communications serv-
ice area on U.S. 180 to the UCO
Spinning facility was complete,
and UCO is waiting for some elec-
tronic equipment before the proy
ect could be finished.

The line will be used for high-
speed Internet service by UCO.

Roy McQueen, vice chairman,
presided in the absence of Dayton
Robertson, and members present
were Rickey Daniell, James
Brown and Jeffrey Martin. Also
present was Roy Baze, chairman
emeritus.

TODAY’S THOUGHT.

Conform and be dull.

—J. Frank Dobie

Feb. 20, 2004
Vol.55No.254

Home of Lanny Covey

A while back, we wrote about
Tatum, N.M., holding a bond
election to make some much-
needed improvements to school
facilities.

The election was held last
week and Tatum citizens over-
whelmingly approved S$3.5 mil-
lion in general obligation bonds.
The vote was 166 for and 79
against.

The Lovington paper reported
that Supt. T. J. Parks said the
two-to-one margin was the
largest ever for a bond issue.

“l just think it is a strong vote
of confidence for our schools,”
added the superintendent.

The money will be used to
make improvements to the heat-
iIng and air conditioning Ssys-
tems, plus make roof improve-
ments on all the community’s
school buildings, along with
updating the district’s computer
technology.

Work 1s expected to begin on
the schools next month, and all
the $3.5 million is expected to be
spent within the vear.

“l would be shocked if it’s not
spent within a year,” said Parks.
“Three and a half million doesn’t
g0 very far.”

That statement certainly won't
surprise Ronny Collins, Marvin
Beaty or Larry Devitt, superin-
tendents of the Snvder,
Hermleigh and Ira schools,
respectively — nor their board
members.

Maybe the Snyder community
can take a cue from the good
folks from Tatum and start some
serious talks about updating
local school facilities.

The Snyder board has done a
good job of late In making
repairs and improvements with-
out a bond 1ssue, but there 1s
fast coming a time when a whole
lot of work is going to be needed.

Unfortunately, it will take a lot
more than S$3.5 million. And if
you haven’t noticed, things don't
get cheaper as time goes by,

And while on Iht HllhthI

At this month’s ' Snyder school
board meeting, the trustees held
an executive session so board
president Mark McCormick
booted all non-essential folks out
of the meeting.

We all gathered in Keta York’s
office and not surprisingly, the
conversation turned to the
weather and food.

We were on the verge of some
weather changes so a look-see at
the forecast was in order.

There was some snow way out
west and skiing quickly jumped
into the conversation.

That was almost a given as one
of us in the outside meeting was
the district’s financial guru,
Karen Waller, who went skiing in
December and not suprisingly,
has been on crutches ever since.

She tried to give us some ski-
ing tips but they were obviously
ignored.

Back to food.

We don’t remember who
brought it up, but we think it was
Rod Cottrell who mentioned eat-
ing Karo Syrup and peanut but-
ter sandwiches when he was a
kid.

As it turned out, Rod, Karen,
Keta and myself all ate those
sandwiches as kids, and still do.

And we all were somewhat
surprised that the other ones
even knew about the delicacy.

Rod said Karo Syrup and
peanut butter sandwiches are a
mainstay at his house and son,
Trent, has mastered the art of
constructing one.

“We buy peanut butter by the
gallon,” said Cottrell.




Folkorico dancers

Worsham Auditorium.

What’s up guidelines

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Bush’s administration dis-
torts scientific findings and seeks
to manipulate experts’ advice to
avoid information that runs
counter to its political beliefs, a
private organization of scientists
asserted on Wednesday.

The Union of Concerned Sci-
entists contended in a report that
“the scope and scale of the
manipulation, suppression and
misrepresentation of science by
the Bush administration is
unprecedented.”

“We're not taking issue with
administration policies. We're
taking issue with the administra-
tion’s distortion ... of the science
related to some of its policies,”
said the group’s president, Kurt
(Gottfried.

White House spokesman Scott
McClellan said he had not seen
the report but that the adminis-
tration “makes decisions based
on the best available science.”

White House science adviser
John Marburger said he found
the report “somewhat disappoint-
ing ... because it makes some
sweeping generalizations about
policy in this administration that

of incidents and issues.”

He added, “lI don’t think it
makes the case for the sweeping
accusations that it makes.”

Marburger acknowledged that
the complaint was signed by a
wide assortment of prominent
scientists, including Nobel Prize
winners and recipients of the
National Medal of Science.

That, he said, is “evidence we
are not communicating with
them as we should and I'll have to
deal with that.”

“We need to have a dialogue
about what is actually happening,
but this report does not do it,”
Marburger said.

F. Sherwood Rowland, a Nobel
prize winner for his studies of
ozone in the atmosphere, was
particularly critical of the admin-
istration’s approach to climate
change.

He said the consensus of scien-
tific opinion about global warm-
ing is being ignored and that gov-
ernment reports have been cen-

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The
FBI said Thursday it is giving
Hollywood film studios, music
companies and software makers
permission to use its name and
logo on their DVDs, CDs and
other digital media in hopes the
labels will deter consumers
from making illegal copies.

FBI officials said the idea was
conceived jointly by the agency’s
cyber crime division and repre-
sentatives of the entertainment
and software industries, who
claim they’ve lost billions of dol-
lars due to digital piracy.

“This anti-piracy seal should
serve as a warning to those who
contemplate the theft of intellec-
tual property, that the FBI will
actively investigate cyber crimes
and will bring the perpetrators of
these criminal acts to justice,”
said Jana Monroe, assistant
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SJHS to present Oklahoma

Snyder Junior High School drama and choir students is presenting Okla-
homa at 7 p.m. today, Saturday and Tuesday in the school auditorium. Tickets
are $4 per person and may be reserved by calling the junior high office.

Healthy heart event set Saturday

" Free blood pressure and cholesterol screening will be held at Wal-Mart by
the pharmacy Saturday from 11 am.-3 p.m.

are based on a random selection:

Our Lady of Guadalupe’s Folkorico dancers will perform at 7 p.m. today at

[tems for What's Up will be published twice at no charge, the day before and the
day of the event. Events or activities requiring additional publicity will be referred
to the advertising departmeni where a special non-profit rate is available.

Scientists group says Bush
ignores, distorts research

sored to remove views not in tune
with Bush’s politics.

The union’s report came at the
same time the National Academy
of Science was releasing its own
study that commends the admin-
istration’s plan to study climate
but also expresses concern that
the research was underfunded
and not being pursued vigorously
enough.

Asked if they had seen any
political interference in the cli-
mate program, Thomas E.
Graedel of Yale University, chair-
man of the academy committee,
said his group did not look for
that. But, he added, he had not
seen anything that would suggest
the research plan had such politi-
cal concerns.

A commission member, Antho-
ny L. Janetos of the John Heinz 11
Center for Science, Economics
and the Environment, noted that
the climate program involves
high level members of the admin-
istration.

That’'s a two-edged sword,

Janetos said. It means scientists

are dealing with people who can
make decisions and provide
resources, but it also creates a
challenge in maintaining scientif-
ic credibility.

Among the examples cited in
the union’s report:

—a 2003 report that the admin-
istration sought changes in an
Environmental Protection
Agency climate study, including
deletion of a 1,000-year tempera-
ture record and removal of refer-
ence to a study that attributed
some of global warming to
human activity.

—a delay in an EPA report on
mercury pollution from some
power plants.

—a charge that the administra-
tion pressed the Centers for Dis-
ease Control to end a project
called “Programs that Work,”
which found sex education pro-
grams that did not insist only on
abstinence were still effective.

On the Net:

Union of Concerned Scientists:
http://www.ucsusa.org

Office of Science and Technol-
ogy Policy: http://www.ostp.gov

FBI warning labels to begin
appearing on CDs and DVDs

director of the FBI's cyber divi-
S10N.

Like the warning messages
that have appeared on VHS tapes
and DVDs for years, the new
labels spell out that unautho-

rized copying and distribution of

digital content is punishable by
up to five years in prison and a
fine of $250,000.

It will be up to the individual
entertainment companies and
software manufacturers to
decide whether to display the
new FBI warnings. Representa-
tives of the various trade groups
for the film, software and music
industries said Thursday their
members  were studying
whether to affix the warnings on
packaging or directly on the CDs
and DVDs, so it’s unknown how
soon they may begin to appear in
the marketplace.

WASHINGTON (AP) — Shop-
pers will pay less for beef this year
as the industry unloads at home
the meat that other countries
refuse to buy because of Ameri-
ca’s case of mad cow disease, the
Agriculture Department said
Thursday.

Bans imposed by more than 50
nations against U.S. beef and cat-
tle will push U.S. retail prices
down 10 to 15 percent in the sec-
ond half of the year, said Keith
Collins, the department’s chief
economist.

Americans who on average eat
about 65 pounds of beef a year will
consume another 3 pounds each
this yvear because of the lower
prices, he predicted.

Exports account for about 10

percent of U.S. beef production of
more than 26 billion pounds.

Bans imposed after a Washing-
ton state Holstein was found in
December to have mad cow dis-
ease have cut off about 90 percent
of the export market for U.S. beef,
Collins said at the department’s
annual Agriculture Outlook
Forum. Exports normally account
for about 10 percent of the total
U.S. beef production, nearly 26 bil-
lion pounds.

“More beef will have to be con-
sumed in the U.S. market,”
Collins said. at means a
decline in prices must occur to
absorb the higher domestic sup-
plies.”

The trade repercussions from
the mad cow case are “uncharted

No clues in family’s disappearance

JACKSON, Miss. (AP) — Near-
ly a week has passed since rela-
tives of Michael and Rebecca Har-
gon last saw the young couple and
their 4-year-old son, all of whom
appear to have vanished amid
unexplained violence.

Investigators spent three days
searching the Hargons’ house in
the small town of Vaughan, about
40 miles north of Jackson, for
clues to what might have hap-
pened the family.

What authorities found were
dried blood droplets throughout
the house, bullet holes in the
walls and shell casings on the
floor. There was no sign of rob-
bery or forced entry. Dirty dishes
were left in the sink. Rebecca’s
wedding and engagement rings
were also left behind.

All three of the family’s vehicles
were accounted for.

Ten years ago, Michael Har-
gon’s father was murdered on the
same property, when it was a con-
venience store. Three men are

serving prison sentences for that
crime.

Authorities have said little
about the current investigation,
which is being treated as a miss-
INg persons case.

“We are getting a lot of phone
calls from different places, but so
far they haven’t consisted of any-
thing,” Yazoo County Sheriff
James T. Williams said.

Family members say Michael
Hargon, 27, was last seen Satur-
day morning, when he had break-
fast with a friend in nearby Can-
ton.

Another fnend, who was driving
by the Hargons’ home later that
morning, noticed the front door of
the house was open and one of the
doors on Michael Hargon’s pick-
up truck was open, but the family
didn’t appear to be around.

She told the Hargons’ relatives
what she saw, and when family
members went to the home the
three, including 4-year-old James
Patrick, were gone.

Consumers will pay less for beef this year

temtnry andnegom'stmeto
work out new agreements to

reopen the said J.B.
Penn, the ofthe

ments of expom “in the near
future.”

Japan, the top importer of U.S.
beef before the ban, isn’t expected
to return to the market anytime
soon. Unlike Americans, who con-
tinue to eat beef despite the dis-
covery of the one case of mad

cow, consumiers in Japan turned
away from beef when Japan had
had its domestic outbreak of BSE
in 2001. Japan insists that America
test every animal for mad cow dis-
ease before slaughter, as it does.

The current U.S. plan is to test
40,000 animals a year, but Agricul
ture Secretary Ann Veneman said
Thursday that number could rise.

Agriculture Department econo-
mists are predicting that the food

component of the government’s
main measure of inflation, the

Consumer Price Index, will rise
2.2 to 3.2 percent in 2004.

PORTALES, NM. (AP) —
Talk about your bird’s-eye view
of a sporting event.

A small falcon became
trapped at Eastern New Mexico
University’s Greyhound Arena
sometime last week, flew over a
weekend basketball game and

wasﬁnallycaughtaftergoing_

several days without

food.

Biologists said the
American kestrel was
doing fine, and expect-
ed to release it Friday.

“It's amazing; | didn’t
think they could go that
long without food,” said
Tony Gennaro, profes-
sor emeritus with East-
ern’s biology depart-
ment, who caught the \
bird Wednesday. “But
he’s doing great. He <«
seems to be eating, he’s
resting and hopefully he’ll be
OK.”

Gennaro and Dawn Davis, a

‘..

Dear Abby

By Abigail Van Buren
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biologist with the state Depart-
ment of Game and Fish, tried to
capture the bird with mouse
trap baited with a small mouse.
e trap didn’t work properly,
SO Genmro slowly approached
the bird and caught it with his
hands.
Arena workers said they
became concerned
after the noticed the
bird hanging around
for several days.
“We’d watch it fly
around to see where it
would land, kind of
curious as to when it
would take off again,”
said Norma Stroik, coor-
dinator of ENMU’s ath-
letics administration
office. “It was probably dan-
gerous for the basketball
players if the bird would
have flown over the court
and pooped on the floor. ... |

don’t know how we would have
explained that one.”

#,

Boyfriend mustiake a stand and cut mom’s-apron stnngs

DEAR ABBY: I've been ddtlng
this really great guy, “Josh,” for
about two months. | really like him,
but I don't like his mother. Josh and
| are both 20 and live with our par-
ents.

Josh’s mother is super-control
ling. Whenever we go out, she has to
know where we are going and what
time he will be home. And she calls
MY cell phone during the date to
check up on him. She’s always call-
Ing me to try to find out where he is.

| really like Josh, but I'm tired of
dating his mother, too. How should |
handle this without hurting anyone?
— TIRED OF DOUBLE- DAT[NG

DEAR TIRED: Turn off your cell
phone, or leave it at home when you
go out with Josh. His mother is hav-
ing trouble ing the fact that

her son 1S no longer a child — but
that shouldn’t be your problem. Josh

Tires
Because So Much

Is Riding On Your
Pocketbook... Call Us

For a Quote on Your
Next Set of Tires!

McCormick Marketing
2401 Ave. Q 573-6365

Unlimited

Internet Service

‘Local Calling Area
‘Fast
‘No Busys

Texas Communication
1-800-299-6962

0® WO

y 92

1S overdue for a talk with his mother
about boundanes.

If her behavior bothers Josh as
well, perhaps it's time that he
became financially independent and
moved into his own place. As long as
he lives under his parents’ roof, he is
still their “child” and will be treated

accordingly.
* %

DEAR ABBY: | have been living
with “Neal” for three years. Neal
works from home for only a few
hours a day. He pays all the bills, so |
don’t have a problem with his choice
of work. What bothers me is | have
no time to myself because he’s
always there.

Neal demands so much attention
from me that I can’t even read a
recipe without him interrupting. |

am not a wimp, but Neal has the

more dominant personality and con-
trols what we do with our time. At
least it feels that way to me. But
according to Neal, I don't give him
ENOUGH time.

Since | moved in, I have not
achieved any personal goals or even
given as much love and attention to
others as | used to. | rarely pursue
interests of my own and almost

never spend time doing things I
want to do. | feel like I'm losing my

individuality:
[ love Nedl, and I'm not even sure

he is the problem. I think I need to
be more assertive about where my
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life is going.

Is there a book or support group
for someone like me? Am | just
depressed? Obwviously I don’t have
the drive to pursue my own inter-
ests. | will appreciate any advice you
can give. — LOST IN HIS
WORLD

DEAR LOST: You ask if you are
depressed because you dont have
enough drive to pursue your own
interests. Iﬂmnkltnmybemeoﬂ]er
way around — you don’t pursue
your own interests because you're
depressed.

You say you “don’t mind” Neal
being home all the time because he
paysmebllls.WhylsntI'latyou
aren’t working? It would give you a
degree of mdependence and self-

determination that seems to be lack- |

% Assertiveness classes could
help you, and books on co-depend-
ency could also give you some
insight.
Since you are not married to Neal,
ight also consider moving out
until you can establish where he
ends and you begin before he
smothers you completely.

TEXAS LOTTERY

Thursday’s
Lottery Numbers

Cash Five

AUSTIN (AP) — Results of the
Cash 5 drawing Thursday t
33-8-3.
2Numbermﬂchhgﬁveofﬁw:

Prize per winner: $21,072.
ton, Corsicana.

ing four of five: 164.

Prize: $116.

three of five: 5,939.
Prize: §7.

Matching two of five: 53,451.
Prize: S2.

‘Next Cash 5 drawing: Friday
. Pick 3

) 6-2-8
) 2-24
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Connected to Snyde

DEAR ABBY: How do you tell
your daughter and son-indaw not to
call or come over? I have been
ripped off by them more times than
[ can count. | have been cussed out
and yelled at on the phone. They
make my life a living hell.

My daughter calls other people to
seelfth got a dollar more than she
did for a g1fL When her name shows
up on the caller ID, I won’t answer
because | know what is ahead of me.
| can’t take much more of this.
Please tell me what to do. — A
NERVOUS WRECK

DEAR NERVOUS: There
comes a time when a person has
done enough, and you appear to
have reached that point. Do not shell
out one penny more, and if your
daughter shows up at your door —

don’t answer.
* %

Write Dear Abby at www.Dear-
Abby.com or PO. Box 69440, lLos
Angeles, CA 9006?.‘.,

To order “How to Write Letters
for All Occasions,” send a business-
sized, self—addressed enve lus
check or money order for b}
funds) to: Dear Abby — Letter
Booklet, PO. Box 447, Mount Mor-
ris, L. 61054-0447. (Postage is includ-
ed in the price.)
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‘Teen learns truth of his shockmg past |

Best :-Availablé_Copy

Local/News

LOS ANGELES (AP) — For 14

" years, Orey Steinmann never

that authorities from the

' United States and Canada were

searching for him and his moth-

“ er, who was on the run with him

L]
& 8
L1
N

« 17-year-old was

after his father won a custody bat-

Then, one day a year ago, the
with some

. friends at a computer and typed
-~ his name in the database of Inter-

-, net search engine Google.com.

“He was just messing

- around...because he has an

unusual first name,” Rhonda

. Morgan, executive director of

! the Missing Children Society of
.. Canada, told The Associated
- Press on Thursday.

What the blond-haired Canadi-

* an teen saw last February was a

Y picture of himself, as a toddler, on

a Web site for missing children. It
reported that he and his mother,
Gisele Marie Goudreault, had
disappeared from Canada while
she was in the midst of a custody
fight with her boyfriend, Rodney
Steinmann.

The discovery would set off a
pair of yearlong investigations by
officials of Morgan’s group and
the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police. Those probes ended Feb.
11 with U.S. marshals arresting
Goudreault, who worked as an

administrative assistant for the
Los Angeles Unified School Dis-

By Bernice Bede Osol

Saturday, Feb. 21, 2004
Exceptional, hopeful conditions
could be in the offing for you in the

_ year ahead. First, there’s a possibil-
1ty of improvements taking place in

your social life, which then could be
followed up by mprovements In

your matenal affairs.

- PISCES (Feb Mnrq: 20).~
— You mlght have been :')ver-

looked in the past, but you won't be
ignored during this cycle. The
skies are opening today to shower
you with rewards that are rightfully
yours.

ARIES (March 21-Apnl 19)
— Don’t get upset if something
doesn’t go exactly as planned today.
Start to improvise or come up with
a new twist and you will experience

~ greater successes than what you

had imagined.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
— Just in the nick of time, when
you critically need additional funds,
a channel could open up for you
today for a second source of earn-
ings. It may be a small start, but

. could turn into something big.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) —
Keep the faith and maintain harmo-
ny of purpose no matter how things
may now appear. Alliances into
which you've entered will turn out
to be exceptionally lucky for all

~ involved.

o2l

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
— Before the day is out, breaks for
which you've been hoping could
give your career a much-needed
boost. Several chances could pop
up simultaneously.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) —
Should circumstances call for it
today, risks that are carefully calcu-
lated can turn out to be rat.her for-
tunate for you. This, however, is not
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trict, and county child services
officials taking her son into pro-
tective custody

“l was absol{ltely shocked and

devastated when | found -out
what had happened,” said Rina

Rio, who manages Chatsworth

Gardens West, where Goudreault
rented a tiny one-bedroom apart-

ment for $593 a month.

“Her world was taking care of
her son. She was a great mom,”
Rio said, adding she knew both

mother and son were from Cana-

da and that the boy’s father still
lived there. She said they had told

her the father left home years
ago.

Authorities were tipped off by a
teacher, who the teen had confid-
ed in. That led to Morgan’s
agency communicating for
months with Goudreault as she
agonized over whether to turn
herself in and risk being separat-
ed from her son.

“She was between a rock and a
hard place,” Morgan said. “She
wanted to clear it up, but if she did
she risked not being able to
return to California and jailed in
Canada.”

About the same time the boy
made his discovery, Canadian
authorittes who had long since
lost track of him learned from
American immigration officials
that his mother had applied for

permanent residency in the Unit-

a go-ahead to take unplanned, reck-
less gambles.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) —
A past disturbing matter can be suc-
cessfully terminated today and
something of far greater promise
can be initiated. All in all, this
should turn out to be a lucky day of
endings and beginnings.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) —
Although early indicators may say
otherwise, this is a good day for
you to promote a new venture or

enterprise. If you truly believe iIn
‘what, you, have to.offer, you'll sell it
with ease.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22)
— You are entering a very favor-
able financial cycle, even though it
may not be visible to you nght
away. You could reap large returns
from something that pops up out of
the blue.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec.
21) — You are about to expenence
a positive change of attitude that
will do wonders for your position In
life. You may now lead in situations
where you once were merely num-
bered among the ranks.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19) — Much to your surprise,
favors which you have done for oth-
ers in the past are about to be
repaid in greater measure today by
the very people who (up until now)
have shown no intent of doing so.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19)
— Exciting times could be on the
horizon where your social life 1s
concerned. There is an excellent
chance that you could meet some-
one today who'll soon have you
involved in a new, fun group.

Know where to look for romance
and you’ll find it. The Astro-Graph

Matchmaker wheel instantly

reveals which signs are romantical-
ly perfect for you. Mail $2.75 to
Matchmaker, c/o this newspaper,
PO. Box 167, Wickliffe, OH 44092-
0167.
Copynight 2004, Newspaper
Enterprise Assn.
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Come See Us In Snyder
Fri. Feb. 20 thru Sun, Feb 22
Look for us in the Varsity Square
Shopping Center
30th and College Ave.

ed States.

After months of paperwork,
Canadian authorities finally
obtained a fugitive warrant for
Goudreault earlier this month,
and U.S. marshals arrested her at
home on Feb. 11.

(Goudreault, 45, was jailed with-
out bail, and Canadian authorities
are seeking her extradition.

Her son was placed in a foster
home, and Stuart Riskin, a
spokesman for the Los Angeles
County Department of Children
and Family Services, said Thurs-
day he was “doing well.” He
declined to release any further
information, citing privacy laws.

“He’s going to turn 18 in a few
months and | assume he’s going
to be allowed to make his own
decision,” Morgan said. “I'm told
he wants to stay in the U.S. I don'’t
know if he wants to contact his
father.

“He’s not speaking with his
mother ... he’s upset,” Morgan
said.

According to Canadian docu-
ments filed in U.S. District Court,

IM GOING
BALD!

www.COmiCs.cCom

Friday, Feb. 20, 2004

Today is the 51st day of 2004 and
the 61st day of winter.

TODA HISTORY: In 1792,
the U.S. Postal Service (originally,
the Post Office Department) was
established.

In 1864, the Confederates won
the Battle of Olustee, the largest
Civil War battle fought in Flonda.

In 1962, astronaut John Glenn
made three orbits of the Earth.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS: Ansel
Adams (1902-1984), photographer;
Sidney Poitier (1924-), actor, 1s 80;
Kelsey Grammer (1955), actor, is
49; Charles Barkley (1963-), basket-
ball player, is 41; Kurt Cobain
(1967-1994), musician.

TODAY’S SPORTS: In 1977,
Cale Yarborough won first place in
the Daytona 500, after finishing last
the previous year.

TODAY’S QUOTE: “There are
always two people in every picture:
the photographer and the viewer.”
— Ansel Adams

TODAY’S FACT: Jack Nichol
son and Walfer Brennan are the
only two men to have won three act-
ing Oscars.
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Goudreault fled with the boy in
May 1989 jUSt before Steinmann
was to receive full custody. The
couple had never married.

Authorities said she had moved
to Mexico, then Southern Califor-
nia and changed her name fre-
quently, which was why it was so
hard to find her.

Rodney Steinmann, an electri-
cian who lives in Ponoka, Alberta,
told Morgan he wanted to see his
SON.

“He felt Orey should be
allowed to contact his father on
his own terms,” Morgan said.

Steinmann did not respond to a
message from The Associated
Press, but his mother said the
family was concerned that the
child they have sought for 14
years may still not come home.

“I know it’s going to have to be
his decision,” Linda Steinmann
said by phone this week from the
Ponoka supermarket where she
works. “So we’d just like to let p
him know we’re all thinking of |
lﬁlm and waiting to hear from

m.”
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There 1s no admission charge. Snyder High School senior
Justin Cox created this poster. (Contributed Photo)

U.S. soldier Kkilled in traffic accident in Iraq

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — An American soldier died today in a traf
fic accident close to the central Iragi town of Balad, the U.S. military
command said.

The soldier was from the 4th Infantry Division’s Task Force Iron-
horse, a 30,000-strong unit that began leaving Iraq this week after
almost a year in the country, the command said giving no more

details. The division is based at Fort Hood.
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« 5 years experience in Tax Office
« Life long Scurry County resident

YOUR VOTE ON MARCH 9TH AND INFLUENCE WILL BE GREATLY APPRECIATED
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TODAY’S NUMBER: 1933 —
Length in miles of the boundary
between the United States and
Mexico.

TODAY’S MOON: New moon
(Feb. 20)

Copyright 2004, NEA

Designer tries acting

NEW YORK (AP) — Celebrity
stylist Phillip Bloch — who's
dressed Halle Berry, Salma Hayek
and other Hollywood stars — isn't
ready to give up his day job yet, but
he<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>