Internet greetings

Computer software programs like
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the Microsoft Greetings Workshop

gives users ideas for making per-

sonalized greeting cards for holi-
day season./1B

Daily 50¢, Sunday $1.50

War crimes

Croat Drazen Erdemovic enters
the trial chamber at the United
Nations criminal tribunal for
former Y inThe
Hague . Erdemovic, 25,
who gult‘tocrlmu
against humanity in the July
massacre of 1,200 Mus-
was sentenced to 10 years

Story page 3A
Bible story twist

DALLAS — It's the Christmas
story from the Bible, but probably
not the way you remember it. In
this version, three girls — daugh-
ters of the Wise Men — want to
reach the stable where Jesus is
bom. They want to wam their
dads about King Herod's plot to
kill the baby Jesus. Along the
way, they bump into other kids
who help them on their quest,
including the son of a Centurion,
a shepherd boy, and the children
of an innkeeper. In the end, the
?ids get word to their fathers and
oill Herrod’s evil plan. That plot is
from “A Way to the Manger,” a
holiday radio program for kids and
the first installment of “Ancient
Heroes Christmas Chronicles.”

Story page 8B

Request denied

WASHINGTON — The Justice
Department on Friday tumed
down a third request to appoint an
independent counsel to investi-
gate Democratic fund-raising by
and from people with links to
wealthy foreigners. Sen. John
McCain, R-Ariz., who had made
the request, called the decision
“further proof” of the need for
congressional hearings.

Story page 8A

INSIDE TODAY

Bridge

7
xf Longhorns on top

“i
, The Longhoms finish regular sea-
| son with their fourth straight victo-
ry, a 51-15 triumph over rival
A&M that gave them the Big 12
South title outright./1D
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Police arrest three teens from suspected
'vampire cult’ in connection with murders

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) — tracked to Louisiana with the help of
Heather Wendorf wore purple hair one teen’s mother.

and a dog chain around her neck, and

All are wanted in the Slayings of

told friends she was a former demon Richard 'Wendorf, 49, and his wife,
who had talked with spirits during Naoma Ruth Wendorf, 53, who were

human blood-drinking rituals.

bludgeoned to death Monday night in

When her parents were found slain their Eustis, Fla., home about 20
and Ms. Wendorf disappeared, mMiles northwest of Orlando.

authorities feared she had been kid-
napped by the killers. Then they
began to suspect her.

Ms. Wendorf, an ex-boyfriend and
three other teen-agers believed to be
In a “‘vampire cult”’ in Kentucky
were 1n jail Friday after being

“They just look like screwed-up
kids. There’s no shortage of those.”
said Baton Rouge Police Cpl. Don Kel-
ly. He said all five have what appear
to be self-inflicted cuts on their arms.

The Kentucky youths are believed
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‘Biggest shopping day’ draws crowd
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Topping Santa’s list:
Toy Story figures,
anything Disney, Barbie

By Gary Shanks

Staff Writer

Wide-eyed children flocked to Mid-
land Park Mall Friday with hopes of
living their own “Toy Story” on Christ-
mas morning.

When children climb onto Santa
Claus’ lap this year, what are they ask-
ing him to leave under their trees?

All of the figures from the movie J

“Toy Story” and even the videotapes of
the movie are in great demand this
year, said Santa Claus, who spoke
with children at the mall Friday.

Perennial favorites — the Power
Rangers figures and vehicles — also
topped the wish lists of many area
children, Santa said.

“And a Nintendo 64. Those are th
big requests this year,” Santa said.

Remote-control cars of all kinds
were hot sellers at Kay Bee Toys,
along with anything Disney, according

Bagnpdgy™s™

Local merchants
report large crowds,

e o [Ines, big-volume sales
‘ :‘F-_‘";!- ey By Gary Shanks
3 e Staff Writer
| The Christmas shopping season

started off with a bang in Midland Fri-
day, with stores reporting large cus-
tomer volume on what is traditionally
the biggest shopping day of the year.

“It’s been fantastic,” said Sam
Gutierrez, manager of the Anthony’s
Departiuent Store at 1020 Andrews
Highway.

At this store, employees were work-
ing frantically to keep pace with long
checkout
lines at
each reg-
Ister, he
said.

“It’s been one of the best (after
Thanksgiving days) we've had in a
long time — we're really excited,”
(utierrez said.

At the Target Store, shoppers were
lined up around the building waiting
for the store to open early Friday.

Target employees gave away 500
holiday gift bags to these early-bird
shoppers, according to a Target man-
ager, Eddie Rodriguez.

“We're doing great,” Rodriguez said.

B Related story/4A

Please see BIG/4A

Friday afternoon at Midiand Park
Mall to do some Christmas shop-
ping. Above, Sally and John Urby
look over Barbie dolis with their 9-
year-old daughter, Alyssa, Friday
afternoon at Kay Bee Toy store.
Alyssa admitted what she really
wanted was a goiden retriever, but
also said she knew she wouldn't

get one as the family already has
two dogs. At left, Tammie Folger of
McCamey shopped at Wal-Mart
Supercenter for her seven nieces
and one nephew. Checker Linda

to employees there.

After all these years, Barbie is still
holding her own.

Midlander Kimberly Becker, 7. has

“I want a Ted-
dy bear,” 4-
year-old Kristi
Becker says.

"FrREMIAN RASIN
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A 24 HOUR INFORMATION SERVICE

For Loml, National and World
Updaies, call CitYLINE, and enter

category 1200 for the main news

menu.

X 7 '4'[“ 6

hopes of getting a “Teacher Barbie”
Please see TOYS/4A

John C. Savii i,
convicted in
shooting deaths
of abortion clin-
ic workers,
committed sul-
cide In Massa-
chusetts’ maxi-
mum-security
prison, Friday.

.| Juarez bags wrapping paper that
.1 WMs. Folger bought. .

Abortion clinic gunman kills himself in prison

WALPOLE, Mass. (AP) — John C. Salvi III told the world
he wanted to be executed for shooting two abortion clinic
workers to death. But Massachusetts has no death penal-
ty, so he was sentenced to prison for life.

Early Friday, Salvi carried out his own death sentence.

(GGuards found Salvi, 24, under his bed at the state’s max-
imum-security prison with a plastic trash bag from a waste-
basket tied around his head. He was alone in his cell and
left no note.

In a preliminary report, the state medical examiner said
the death was a suicide apparently caused by asphyxiation.

Salvi’s death was the final chapter of the violent story that
began Dec. 30, 1994, when he walked into two abortion clin-
ics in the Boston area and began shooting with a rifle, killing
two receptionists and wounding five others. It was the worst
anti-abortion violence in U.S. history.

"“He was a bad boy who gfew up to be a bad man. God

have mercy on his soul,”” said Ruth Nichols. Her daughter,
Lee Ann Nichols, was shot 10 times as she begged Salvi for
mercy.

“I've always wondered what my daughter’s last thoughts
were when he killed her. And I wonder what John Salvi’'s
last thoughts were after bringing so much grief, pain and
sorro ' to so many people,”” Mrs. Nichols said from her
home 1in North Olmsted, Ohio.

Salvi was sentenced to two consecutive life terms March
18 after jurors rejected claims that he was insane and con-
victed him of killing Nichols and Shannon Lowney. The day-
time shootings hﬁned about 15 minutes apart at clinics
on the same street Tn suburban Brookline.

Salvi was last seen alive during a routine cell check at
about 5 a.m., said Ronald Duval, superintendent of the

" Please see SHOOT/MA '
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Coup for Clinton turns sour as poor conditions continue in N. Ireland

By Shaun Pogatchnik

Associated Press

BELFAST, Northern ireland —
s President Clinton shops here,”
says the fading sign in the window
of Violet's Fruit Shop.

. The framed White House photo
behind Violet Clarke’s cash regis-
ter captures the moment on Nov.
30, 1995 when Clinton stopped at
her Shankill Road shop to buy
apples, oranges and flowers. She
still has the two pound coins Clin-
ton insisted on paying.

. "'I'd love to have that day over
again. It seems so long ago now,"”’
Clarke said, putting the coins back
in her purse.

““Here in Northern Ireland, you
are making a miracle,”’ Clinton
said an hour later, and pro-British
Protestants and rebellious

Flight recorders
may hold key to
mid-air collision

NEW DELHI, India (AP) — In
a corner of an airstrip usually used
by weekend pilots, a dozen armed
policemen stand guard over the
wooden crates that may hold the
explanation to the worst in-flight
collision in aviation history.

Two weeks after they were
recovered from the wreckage of a
Saudi jumbo jet and a Kazakstan
Airlines cargo jet, the planes’
' black boxes are still crated and
sealed inside a building at Safdar-

3 junTieAirpon.

) flight data and cockpit voice
recorders should reveal why the
- Saudi Boeing 747-100 that was tak-
ing off from New Delhi slammed
into an Kazakstan Airlines Ilyusin-
76 trying o0 land. The Nov. 12 col-
lision killed all 349 people aboard
the two planes.

The last 38 of the victims were
buried or cremated in a mass cer-
emony Wednesday, their bodies
unclaimed by their families. Many
r labor-

of the passengers were
ast to look

ers going to the Middle
for work.

The two planes were on the same
flight corridor, but their pilots
were instructed to maintain a
1,000-foot vertical buffer zone
between them. The flight
recorders should show which plane
strayed from its allotted altitude.

An official of the Air Safet
Directorate in New Delhi, V.K.
Chandana, said Indian investiga-
tors are ready to transcribe
conversation from the cockpit
voice recorders and to decode the

ight data recorders.
ut R.C. Lahoti, a High Court
judge appointed to lead the inves-

tigation of the accident, must
decide who will decode the
recorders and where. He has until
Feb. 15 to submit his report.

Within a day of the crash, Indi-
an air controllers released sepa-
rate transcripts showing that the
departing Saudi plane was told to
maintain 14,000 feet and the incom-
ing Kazak aircraft was supposed to
be at 15,000 feet.

Kazak aviation officials denied
* allegations that its pilot spoke
inadequate English or that the
plane’s altimeters were calibrated
In meters, not feet.

Samili officials also dismissed as
speculation pewspaper reports
Lﬁftheir plane was 800 feet high-
er than it should have been.

In the meantime, the Indian
government is trying to the
air space for commercial jets,
Civil Aviation Minister Chand
Mahal Ibrahim said | week.
About 70 percent of the air space
over New is restricted to mil-
itary aircraft, Ibrahim said.

At New Delhi airport, a new
radar system built by Lexington,
Mass.-based Ra
about to be :
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g;;holics alike wanted to believe

The Irish Republican Army had
stopped its decades-old campaign
against British rule on Sept. 1, 1954
Within six weeks the gunmen on
the Protestant side followed suit.

But in late 1995, peace talks had
stalled, and Britain was refusing to
let the IRA-allied Sinn Fein party
join the talks until the IRA start-
ed disarming

Clinton’s visit to the Shankill,
Belfast’s poorest and most militant
Protestant district, was a little
coup in a trip universally hailed for
its careful balance of interests.
Most Protestants distrusted a U .S.
president who had welcomed Sinn
Fein leader Gerry Adams at the
White House.

“*Shankill people wouldn’t have
been too pleased about him coming
over. Seen him as, well, a med-
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‘Rmplo on the streets had the sense that the
peace process had been collapsing, in fairly
desperate straits, and we were all on the verge

of something bad.’

— Richard McAuley,
press aide, Sinn Fein

dling Yank,'' Clarke said. "'But
then he came here, and he talked
good sense, for both sides. He got
my vote."’

Clinton’'s major speech was at
Mackie International Ltd., a man-
ufacturer of linen looms that strad-
dles the west Belfast ‘“‘peace line”’
of walls and fences separating
Catholics and Protestants.

““It was a case of Mackie’d risen
from the ashes of west Belfast, and
Protestants and Catholics were
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working together here — a natur-
al for the president.”’ said Pat
Dougan, the firm’s Catholic chair-
man.

At Mackie's Clinton gave a mes-
sage to the gunmen: “‘You are the
past. Your day is over.”

In an obvious reference to Sinn
Fein, he added that “‘those who
renounce violence, and who do
take their own risks for peace .
are entitled to be full participants
in the democratic process.’’
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“Never''’ shouted Cedric Wil-
son, a Protestant hard-liner.

Dougan recalls one of his
employees telling Wilson, ''Go
back to Jurassic Park where you
came from'"”’

But in May, Wilson won enough
votes in a special election to get a
seat 1n the peace talks

Dougan sold half his stock in
Mackie when it was riding high
after Clinton’s visit. It has since
lost more than half its value, a
combination of disappointing prof-
Its and sagging optimism.

Dougan wishes Clinton would
return. ‘It would be brilliant,
because he could tell the politicians
here they'd done nothing.””

From Mackie’s, Clinton headed
down the Falls Road, where
Adams was waiting at a corner
bakery. The hope was that the pho-

HOLIDAY

to of Clinton’'s first public hand-
shake with Adams would bolster
him and encourage the IRA to be
patient.

“People on the streets had the
sense that the peace process had
been collapsing, in fairly desperate
straits, and we were all on the
verge of something bad, said
Adams’ press aide, Richard
McAuley, who snapped the picture.
“Bill seemed a little like the 7th
Cavalry coming to the rescue.

Adams and McAuley made a
final visit to the White House on
Feb. 1. Eight days later, the IRA
ended its 17-month truce with a
one-ton truck bomb in east London
that killed two newspaper vendors.

The Clinton entourage then flew
across Northern Ireland for a rap-
turous welcome in the Catholic city
of Londonderry.
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War crimes tribunal sentences soldier to 10 years for mass murder:

PAGE

» hand- Au::::dco‘ der An estimated 7,000 men and Serb leader Radovan Karadzic At a pre-sentencing hearing last only a small step forward. Prose- affairs commissioner, said tha!
bolster boys dlsappeareq in the massacre and former military leader Gen. week, Erdemovic told the U.N. cutors did not have to gather any unless war criminals are broughi
A to be — one of the single biggest of Ratko Mladic. Both have been court that taking part in the mas- evidence against Erdemovic, and to justice, there can be no recon-
TTHE HAGUE, Netherlands — A Bosnia’s 3 1/2-year war. Witness- charged with genocide. But the tri- sacre ruined his life. he was not a significant player in ciliation in Bosnia.
2ad the U.N. court sentenced a Bosnian es reported many of the disap- bunal hras just seven suspects in “Itdestroyed me. It killed me.l the war. The alliance has always said it
ssa had Serb army soldier to 10 years in peared were rounded up and shot custody, and the two are not simply thought that my life was Later Friday, an EU official would not seek out and arrest waf
sperate prison Friday for his role in the after Bosnian Serbs overran Sre- among them. worthless after that,”’ he said. urged NATO nations to arrest crimes suspects because that wa#s
on the massacre of 1,200 Muslims — the brenica and overwhelmed the few  The tribunal’s chief prosecutor, His commanding officer repeat- Karadzic and Mladic, who remain not its job under the U.N. peace-
" caid first international war crimes sen- Dutch peacekeepers there. Louise Arbour, hailed the tri- edly ordered him to shoot groups in Bosnia. keeping mandate. g
i ohord tence since World War II. Erdemovic, a Croat who served I:gunal‘s first sentence as an incen- of 10 Muslims, many blindfolded Hans van den Broek, the foreign ‘
icture. Drazen Erdemovic, 25, admitted with the Bosnian Serb army, had tive for war criminals and wit- and with their hands bound behind ;
the 7th being part of an eight-man execu- said he only carried out orders to nesses to come forward. their backs, he said. ,
bl tion squad that gunned down shoot because he feared for his own “It should send a very strong sig- Presiding Judge Claude Jorda of
e T unarmed civilians 40-miles north of life. His lawyer plans to appeal.  nal that the court is very fair and France told Erdemovic he should =3 9
wngragite: Srebrenica, a U.N.-protected Mus- Erdemovic had faced a maxi- balanced and that the prosecutor serve the term, minus time he has L
he IR A lim enclave, on July 16 last year. mum sentence of life in prison. will support the expression of served since March. -
vith v eibgrling mts Diraiar] ool o B beome et Wt ek e et ket 805 s s bt ol | B D SoliviieClatie R T S0 A0 S0
_ mes commitited C cy » a at withou €- dQqay as ne was led away after the
tﬁgg:'jsn during the war in former movicshowed remorse and helped movic the tribunal probably nev- 45-minute hearing. He iz expected Hol 'day clou_‘lfﬂg SPOc"’ :
' Yugoslavia had recommended no Investigators. : . er would have found out about the to serve his term in Italy, Norway “Im m glm & ma
i T more than 10 years for Erdemovic, Since it was established in 1993, Srebrenica massacres. Exhuma- or Finland. Py
r arap- th pleaded guilty to crimes the Yugoslavia j:nbungal has 1nd!ct- tions at the site already have Although jailing him represents 20 /0 o F F
slic city against humanity. ed 74 people, including Bosnian unearthed more than 150 bodies. progress for the U.N. court. it is 123 NORTH GRAN ODESSA 015/333-1(
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Opposition rises
on discontent
over president

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP)
— Balancing in a fourth-floor win-
dow as he waved with one hand
and held a loudspeaker in the oth-
er, opposition leader Zoran Djind-

Jic told cheering supporters, ‘'Dic-

tatorship will end if we hang on.”

But after 12 days of mass
protests against Serbian Presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic, many
are wondering if peaceful march-
es will do the job.

More than 100,000 people gath-
ered Friday for what appeared to
be the biggest and most emotion-
al rally so far. The crowd jeered,
booed and set off firecrackers
every time speakers mentioned the
name ‘‘Milosevic.”” Earlier, tans of
thousands pelted Milosevic’'s
offices with red paint and eggs.

But most Serbs know nothing of
the protests, which the state-con-
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trolled media have ignored. Work-
ers have not joined in en masse.
And police linger in the side streets
of Belgrade, ready for a crack-
down.

With strikes and other peaceful
options looking unlikely, opposition
leaders see their movement going
one of two ways: fizzling out or
turning violent. And they'’re
already i1ssuing disclaimers should
violence break out.

If it does occur, ‘‘the blame
won’'t be on us,”’ said Djindjic, at
44 the youngest leader of Serbia’s
opposition coalition Zajedno
(Together), and seen by some as
its most serious spokesman.

“One must be aware that this
energy isn't generated only by
anger over election fraud; it is gen-
erated by empty stomachs and
people’'s general discontent,”’ he
added, referring to the ruin
brought on by years of funding war
and mismanaging the state-owned
economy.

Talk like that has won Djindjic
support recently, particularly
among young Serbs who thm:lght
they had elected him Belgrade’s
first non-Communist mayor since
1945. Milosevic’s courts annulled
the apparent opposition victories in
Belgrade and some large towns in
Nov. 17 elections.

It was Djind)ic’s persistence
that brought together Serbia’s
once fractious opposition in a coali-
tion that had appeared to win over
about 60 percent of the Serbs who
vn]tje:ql Nov. l?.hil . :

jindjic, a philosophy professor,
has er?l{)raced Serb nationalism
but his vision of a post-Milosevic
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" WEATHER WATCH

Today to be windy, colder tonight

S e

Today's forecast calls for decreasing clouds by afternoon, becoming
» windy and colder. The high is expected to be between 45 and 50 and winds

¢ will be from the west to northwest, increasing to 20 to 30 mph, accord-
" ing to the National W cather Service.

. 80,

Tonight's forecast calls for fair skies and a low near 25
Sunday’s forecast calls for sunny skies and warmer with a high near

The high for Friday was 61, compared to the record high for that date

. of 78, set in 1975.
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Friday's low was 39, compared to the record low of 15, set in 1976.

STATE

The Texas Panhandle braced for a winter storm expected to sweep
acnﬁithe(hprock bringing as much as 6 inches of snow to the region
by today

A winter storm warning was for all but the extreme south-
eastern corner of the Panhandle through this morming. That corner and
portions of the South Plains were under a winter storm watch for the
same period.

Skies were
on Friday, with
to mid-60s.

But the winter storm was forming over Arizona on Friday and mov-

ing east, bringing overnight rain to the Panhandle about the same time
as a cold front arrives.

Highs today will be in the 30s in the Panhandle, 40s elsewhere. Lows
in the 20s and 30s.

The sun came out in North Texas on Friday as a damp morning gave
way to a partly cloudy afternoon with temperatures in the 50s and 60s.
The respite was to be brief with thunderstorms returning to the area
today before clouds decrease from the west by late afternoon. and thun-
derstorms likely central and east. High from 53 west to 68 southeast.
Low from 30 to 36.

Skies were cloudy over most of South Texas on Friday as a cold front
approached the coastal bend and a warm front moved north over South-
east Texas, bri rain to those areas. Midafternoon temperatures
were most.ly in the 60s, with upper 40s and 50 degree readings report-
ed in Hill Country

South Texas expected more of the same today with highs in the 60s
and?ﬂsandlowsmnfmgtmmtheﬁamtheHﬂICwnu'ytotheﬁ&salung
the coast and in the lower Rio Grande Valley

clear over the region and the rest of West Texas
fternoon temperatures ranging from the mid-50s

NATION
Rain and freezing drizzle swept into the Plains on Friday, while snow
fell on the Rocky Mountains. It was cold in the East and clear in the
Pacific Northwest.
- Rain pushed into the mid-Atlantic and Gulf Coast states, after leav-
ing more than an inch in parts of Oklahoma. It was 24 degrees in Wilm-
“ington, N.C., breaking a record set in 1901.
. Snow fell on the Rocky Mountains from Arizona to Montana, where
‘up to 4 feet has fallen on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation in the last
10 days. Up to 9 inches was expected in Wyoming’s Wind River range
. by early today.
'  The snow was expected to spread to the Plains, pushed by winds gust-
. ing to 40 mph. Rain and thunderstorms were expected in the Southwest.
' InSpokane, Wash., about 7,000 homes and businesses remained with-
. out power because of an ice storm this week. More rain and snow were
' expected across the Pacific Northwest by today.
Temperatures ranged from an early afternoon high of 75 in the Floni-
 da cities of Miami Beach and Maratbon to a low of minus 5 in Clayton

Lake, Maine. The heat index was 77 in Marathon, while the low-
est wind chill was minus 11 in Wheaton, Minn.

Also see expanded weather coverage, map on page 4C.

Pick 3 Texas

AUSTIN (AP) — The Pick 3
winning numbers drawn Fri-
day by the Texas Lottery, in
order:

9-5-6

Cash Five
AUSTIN (AP) — The win-
Cash Five numbers drawn

ay by the Texas Lottery:
17-21-11-7-35
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ecreational vehicle flips on 1-20 off-ramp

access road. He drove over the off-
ramp curb, taking out a road sign,
and the recreational vehicle
flipped onto its side.

He and his wife, Shoko, were in
the front and both were wearing
seatbelts, Yoshimura told police.

His wife was treated at the scene
for a cut ®n her left hand.
Yoshimura was not injured.

The two others in the vehicle
were Yosuke Matsushita and his
wife, Masako Matsushita.

Matsushita was not injured, but
his wife was taken to Memorial
Hospital and Medical Center for
complaints of shoulder pain.

Tw women received minor
uries when the recreational
ehicle they were traveling in
u'mrnedmthemrth oﬁ-rnmp

e 0 <

Theft: Tail lights were taken
at 722 W. Kansas Ave., report-
ed Aaron Strickland at 11:15
a.m.

Midland County Sheriff’s
Office
Thursday
Theft: A was made
at 4001 S. F. M. 1788 by George
Anderson at 7:51 a.m.

- Amyone having information con-
cerning these incidents should
contact the Police rtment at
685-7108 or Crime rs at
694-TIPS.

Burglary of a
report was made at 707 S. Col-
orado St., Overhead
Door Co. at 8:08 a.m.

Vandalism: A windshield
was broken at 3205 W. Wall
Ave., reported John Hammit at
9:06 a.m.

Burglary of a building: Air
brushes were taken at 2200 W.
Wadley Ave., reported Paint &
Palette at 10: 07 a.m.

Rain may have affected truck’s ventilation

Nearby trucks were evacuated,
Stewart said.

Fatout’s truck was taken to the
truck stop’s fueling bay where
emergency Crews searched the
truck’s two trailers, including a 60-
pound cylinder of hydrogen chlo-
ride and six 55- Pgaﬂun drums of pes-
ticide, the D rted.

After about ﬂve hours, no leaks
were found and the truck was

Acco;&:: Daptsewu't. the dri

to iver
was told that because of rain and
fog, the ventilation of his eab unit
may not have been working prop-
erly, causing him to smell the
chemicals

It is unknown whether Fatout

smelling the pesticide or the
h';;rogen chloride, theorDPS

After the delay, the driver con-
tinued to Phoenix Friday

morning, Stewart
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BIG: Merchants kick off Christmas shopping season

TOYS: Children say what tops theur I|sts

(From 1A)

for Christmas.

Her younger
sister, Knst,
4, however,
had something
even more tra-
ditional than
Barbie in
mind. “I want
a Teddy
bear,” she
said durning a
family shop-
pPIng excursion
to the mall
Friday.

Four-year-
old Aliese
Hyde already has Barbie, so this
year she is hoping to get a pink
Barbie horse with bows in its
mane. “It has a seat and it works
and Barbie sits on the seat,”
Aliese said.

The cars of the Exo Squad are
the best of all possible Christmas
gifts, according to 6-year-old
Trevor Casteel.

Wyatt Dillon, 3, believes the
Gold Ranger to be the best of the

6-year-old Trevor
Casteel thinks the
Exo Squad is the
best Christmas gift.

*Power
Ranger” team.
Wyatt needs
the new Power
Ranger for his
home, since his
other Rangers
{igures reside
at his day care,
he said.
Sally Diaz, 7.y iy Becker,
1S not going to :

Elf off easy this

year. She wants a personal com-
puter and a
watch.

The brand is
not important
she said, any
make of PC
will do.

Four-year-
old Monica
Green will be
satisfied with
one of the real
sSnow cone
machines that
are available

this year and a Ballerina Barbie.

(From 1A)

“We're doing better than we
thought we would ... We expect
to meet our goal (for the day) at
2 p.m. " he said.

“We're doing really well.”
echoed Anna Clements of the
Bealls store at Midland Park
Mall

At 5 p.m., sales at Best Buy
had topped $160,000, according to
a store manager there. “We're
up over last year about 30 per-
cent — so it's going really good,”
he said.

Similar reports came in from
all across the city, with Circuit
City officials reporting brisk
business and sales topping last
year's figures.

At Dillard’s, the amount of
customer traffic far exceeded
estimates for the post-Thanks-
giving Day shopping spree,
according to a store official
there.

“It’s been real good,” accord-
ing to the manager of Dunlap’s
at Midkiff F.oad and Illinois Ave.
“We've had a nice crowd in here
all day long,” he said.

The JCPenny store at the Mid-
land Park Mall reported good

.

WQ'u doing great.
We're doing better than
we thought we
would...We expect to
meet our goal (for the

day) at 2 p.m.’
— Eddie Rodriguez
Target manager

business throughout the day Fri-
day and were on target for their
post-holiday sales goals, accord-
ing to a manger there.

At the Wal-Mart Supercenter,
business started off brisk with
only a slight lull in the late
morning before really picking up
in the afternoon hours, accord-
Ing to a store manager there.

It is estimated that this year's
sales could top last year’s vol-
ume at Wal-Mart.

Retail merchants across Mid-
land and Odessa reported very
strong sales Friday, along with
hopes that the high-volume busi-
ness will continue through the
holidays — perhaps leading to
one of the best years in recent
history for area retailers.

Healthy economy, consumer confidence help pack nation’s stores

Assoclated Press

After a dismal Christmas a year ago, shop-
pers packed the nation’s stores and malls Fri-
day, driven by a healthier economy, a shorter
shopping season, early openings and deep dis-

counts.

For the uninitiated to this post-Thanksgiving
rite, the official kickoff of the Christmas shop-
ping season wasn’t necessarily fun.
said Loraine Hoff-
mann, who headed to Wal-Mart in West Wind-
sor, N.J., with a friend. ‘‘This is our first time

““This is sociopathic,”

doing this, and we’re scared.”’

At Grandpa’s discount store in St.
more than 100 people stood in line before the
store opened at 5 a.m. Some shoppers already
were loading their ¢ars with their buys by 9: 30
a.m. at the Kirkwood Mall in Blsmarck N.D.

““This is our big day. It’s all or nothing,’
Iralane Carstens of Pierce, Neb., who spent her

day shopping in Omaha.

Last year, a shaky economy and low con-
left merchants with
depressed sales for the holidays, which his-
torically accounts for about half of retailers’
annual sales and profits.

Retailers this year are more upbeat about
consumer spending, thanks to a rebounding
economy and high levels of consumer confi-

sumer confidence

dence.

Louis,

'said

According to an Associated Press poll, most
Americans say they will spend as much or
more on gifts this Christmas season than in
recent years. Fifty-five percent of those polled
said spending will stay about the same and 14
percent say they will spend more.

Shoppers converged on the Value City
department store in Lansing, Mich., eager to
be one of first 200 to enter and receive a gift cer-
tificate or 20 percent-off coupon from the dis-
count retailer. Others, too, used gimmicks to
attract shoppers, like complimentary gift bags

and food giveaways.

“I'll tell you when they opened the doors they
were just running,”’ said Helen Bailey, who was
astonished by the 7 a.m. rush to enter the Fran-
dor Mall in nearby East Lansing.

Toys topped many gift lists, with some hot
new products on the market.

Shoppers fought off one another in the Tar-

get discount store in Columbia, S.C., for the
rized ‘‘Tickle Me Elmo”’
oys. The store sold out of 150 dolls within 15
minutes of opening.

The same was true at Software Etc. in New
Jersey’'s Menlo Park Mall where manager
Vaughn Sandor spent much of the day telling
shoppers he was out of the Nintendo 64 video
game system.

Also selling well were clothes, a big boon to
apparel retailers who have struggled in recent
years, and jewelry and sporting goods.

doll, made by Tyco

SHOOT: Abortion clinic gunman commits suicide

(From 1A)

Massachusetts Correctional Insti-
tution at Cedar Junction in Wals
pole. He was pronounced dead at
6:55 a.m. after prison personnei
could not revive him. The trash
bags line wastebaskets in the
prison cells, Duval said.

Salvi’s mother, Ann Marie
Salvi, said her son suffered from
aranoid schizophrenia and
longed in a psychiatric hospital,
not a prison.

“My young John is gone but
there are others who will suffer in
prison instead of a mental hospi-
tal where they belong,”” Mrs. Salvi
said from her Naples, Fla., home.

Duval acknowledged that
Salvi’s mother had expressed con-
cern within the last two weeks

about her son’s behavior. But
Salvi was not under a suicide
watch, nor was he receiving any
mental health treatment.

“There was no indication that
Mr. Salvi s mentally ill or in
need of intervention,’’ said Antho-

ny Carnevale, a Department of

Correction spokesman.

Salvi was the sixth state inmate
to die at his own hands since July
1995. His lawyers said he twice had
tried to commit suicide in jail,
which authorities have denied.

During a competency hearing in
May 1995, Salvi distributed a ram-
bling statement in which he said
he wanted the death penalty if con-
victed. Previously
n:guld become a priest if acquit-
ted.

Salvi began his shooting spree at

, he had said he

the Planned Parenthood clinic,
pulling out a .22-caliber rifle and
opening fire. Lowney, 25, was
killed and three other people in the
waiting room were wounded.

Salvi then drove his blue Toyota
pickup about two miles to the
Preterm Health Services clinic
and opened fire again, killing
Nichols, 38, and injuring two oth-
ers.

“This is what you get' You
should pray the rosary,” Salvi
screamed as he pumped bullets
into Nichols, witnesses testified.

Salvi was arrested the day after
the killings when he fired at least
23 shots at the windows and doors
of a Norfolk, Va., abortion clinic.

During his trial, Salvi’'s lawyers
acknowledged he committed the
crimes, but said he was driven by

insane urges and imaginary voic-
es. They said their client, an aspir-
ing hairdresser, was a pay«noid
schizophrenic who envisioned
himself a warrior fighting an anti-
Roman-Catholic conspiracy led
by the Mafia, Freemasons and the
Ku Klux Klan.

Prosecutors argued that Salvi
was in control of his senses and
deliberately planned his crime.
They noted Salvi practiced at a fir-
ing range the day before the
killings, stocked up on 1,000 dead-
ly hollow-point bullets and even
cut his hair after the attack to dis-
guise his appearance.

““He was a sad case,”’ juror
Albert Frey said Friday. “‘I don’t
think the jurors had any feelings
for John Salvi. You do feel sorry
for his parents.”’

KILL: Police suspect teen In murder of her parents

(From 1A!

to be in the ““The Vampire Clan,”
a group of about 30 that surfaced
about two months ago during an
investigation into a break-in at an
animal shelter. Two puppies ware
mutilated and their body Earu

en. One of two youths charged is
a suspect in the Florida case.

“They had stomped one of them
to death and one of them, the
pulled the legs off,”” said Sheriff
Stan Scott of Calloway County,
Ky., about 180 miles southwest of
Louisville.

In Baton Rouge, Kelly said the
teens were being questioned by
Florida authorities and that extra-
dition would begin
next week. Police searched for a
murder weapon along the Missis-
sippi levee Friday night but did not
find anything, he said.

Arrested on murder warrants

" Thursday were Ms. Wendor{, her

ex-boyfriend Roderick Ferrell 16,

Widland Reporter-Telegram

and Dana Cooper, 19, both of Mur-

Ky., and Scott Anderson, 16,
o ayﬁeld, Ky. Ms. Wendorf, 15,
is a granddaughter of James Wen-
dori, a retired lawyer for the Bil-
ly Graham organization.

Charity Keesee, 16, also from
Murray, was charged with being
[an accessory to murder after the

act.

Few details were available
about all of the teens, but Ferrell
and Ms. Wendorf stood out in
their rural communities, authori-
ties and schoolmates told The
Orlando Sentinel.

Ferrell sported shoulder-length
black hair, wore a black trench
coat, carried a wooden stick and
boasted of immortality as a vam-

ire. Ms. Wendorf often wore
lack fishnet stockings, besides
the colored hair and dog chain.

The two attended high school
together in Florida before Ferrell
d out last year and moved
back to Kentucky, according to

news reports.

““She was a real nice girl, but
deep down you could tell she had
some heavy problems,’’ said Joe
Barrett, 15, a friend of Ms. Wen-
dorf’s in Eustis. ‘““When she start-
ed hanging around a different
crowd last year, she went from
being real nice to being quiet.

““She started dying her hair —
gu rple mostly wearing all-

lack clothes Some people said
she swore she was a vampire.”’

Ferrell’s mother, Sondra Gib-
son, was recently charged with
trying to coerce a 14-year-old boy
into having sex with her and help-
ing her become part of the vam-
pire clan.

Prosecutors say Ms. Gibson
wrote letters to the boy, urging
him ‘“‘to become a vampire, a
part of the family’’ and ‘“‘you will
then come for me and cross me
over and I will be your bride for
eternity and you can be my sire.”’

David Keesee said his daughter
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had never been in trouble before.

““She basically ran away from

home, but I don’t think she knew
what she was getting into,”’ he
said.

It was Ms. Keesee's mother
who helped lead authorities to the
teens, Scott said. He said the girl
called her mother in South Dako-
ta on Thursday, told her she was
in Louisiana somewhere and need-
ed money.

After authorities figured out the
youths were in Baton Rouge, Scott
said, the mother told the teens dur-
ing another call to go to a motel
and have the clerk call her to
arrange to pay for a room.

Belleve it or not, they fell for
" Scott said.

{&uthonnes said the teens were
driving the Wendorfs’ Ford
deplorer when they were arrest-
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Perry orders F-117 stealth fighters to stay In Kuwait

By Susanne M. Schafer

Associated Press

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia —
Defense Secretary William Perry
ordered eight F-117 stealth fighters
to remain in Kuwait ‘‘as long as
they are needed’’ as part of a
potent U.S. military force in the
Persian Gulf designed to deter
both Iraq and Iran.

““We can never turn our backs on
these -threats. We can never
relax,”” Perry said Friday before
arriving in Saudi Arabia to assess
measures taken to protect the
5,000 U S. service men and women
based here. Americans have been
the targets of two bombings in the
past year in this desert kingdom.

Perry said the United States
has no quarrel with the Iraqi peo-
ple, but as long as Saddam Hussein
1S the nation’s leader and continues
to threaten his neighbors, ‘I see no
basis for normal, friendly rela-
tions."’

Asked about the latest round of
Iranian naval maneuvers in the
Gulf, Perry said the United States
was watching them closely, but he
derided the activity as ‘‘a show, not
a serious training exercise.”’

“They are not capable of posing
a serious threat to our forces in the
Gulf,”” Perry said, adding that
there’s been no threat to shipping

In the strategic Strait of Hormuz
through which Gulf oil exports
pass.

The F-117s in Kuwait are within
striking distance of Baghdad and
any major military site in Iraq.
The aircraft, which can fly nearly
undetected by radar, can deliver
precision-guided munitions on tar-
gets or drop 2,000-pound bombs
able to bore deep into targets
buried underground.

The aircraft had been rushed to
the Persian Gulf in September
following attacks on Kurdish
minorities in northern Iraq by
Saddam’s forces. Shortly there-
after, President Clinton extended
the range of the ‘‘no-fly’’ zone
over Southern Iraq, and American
warships and planes launched 44
cruise missiles against the Iraqi
air defense system.

During Operation Desert Storm,
after Iraqi forces invaded Kuwait,
the F-117s flew more than 3,000
missions over Baghdad ‘‘and not a
single airplane was hit,”” Perry
said.

During a brief visit to the air-
craft carrier USS Kitty Hawk sail-
ing off Kuwait’s shores, Perry
told hundreds of sailors gathered
on the hangar deck, ‘“There’s noth-
iIng more intimidating than an air-
craft carrier battle group.”

“That’s your task — intimidate
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FOR WOMEN
SALE 19.99

SAG HARBOR® SWEATERS

Misses crew neck or cowl neck sweater.
Matching leggings $19.00 Reg. $28-32.00

SsALE 75.00

JACQUELINE FERRAR® COAT
eatar coat by Jacqueline Ferrar® in misses

Micro
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CAREERTOPS

women's sizes.

women's sizes.
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30% OFF
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30% OFF

WORTHINGTON® COORDINATES
All Worthington® Coordinates for misses, petites and

30% OFF

SELECT COORDINATE GROUPS
All Alfred Dunner®, Koret®, and Norton McNaughton®
coordinate groups for misses petites and womens

Music City Mall « Odessa

(formerty Perrmuan Mall) across from Luby's

362-7000
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FOR MEN
sALE 14.99

MEN'’S NIKE® SHORTS
Nike® color block “swoosh”

SALE 99.99

LEATHER BOMBER
Members Only® leather bomber jacket. (Only 10 left)
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Iraq and Iran'’’ Perry told the
young sailors. “‘It’s a hell of a lot
better to deter war than to fight
one.

He said maintaininf an intimi-
dating U.S. military force in the
Gulf was the best way to protect
two-thirds of the world's oil
resources.

The carrier, based in San Diego,
is newly arrived in the Persian
Gulf as the lead ship in a fleet of
some 40 U.S. and allied vessels.

““This 18 one of the most power-
ful naval forces in the world,"”’ Per-
ry said, adding that it is backed up
by more than 200 U.S. and allied
aircraft operating out of Kuwait
and Saudi Arabia in the Gulf
region.

At present, 25,000 U.S. service
men and women are in the region,
and 15,000 of them are afloat.
There are 7,500 on the Kitty Hawk
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shorts. Reg. $25.00

SsALE 14.99

MEN'’S NECKTIES
All J.T. Beckett neckwear. Reg. $25.00
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YOUNG MEN'’S SHIRTS
City Streets® textured woven shirts. Reg. $26.00
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ARIZONA JEAN CO.®* SHIRTS ;
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MEN’S DRESS SHIRTS
Stafford Executive® fashion stnpe dress shirts.
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Christmas Bargains Galore!

P 2030 Andrews Hwy * Odessa
. 337-0317 * 580-4532
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alone.

Per visit is to assure Gulf
nations of continued U.S. support
in the second Clinton administra-
tion as well as to visit with service
men and women posted here this
holiday weekend.

He lavished praise on them all,
thanking them for serving their
country while many of their fam-
1lies celebrated back home.

In remarks earlier in the day to
some of the 4,000 members of the
Army'’s lst Cavalry Division, who
have been condueting maneuvers
in the Kuwaiti desert since Sep-
tember, Perry said their presence
sends a message to Saddam:

“Don’t even lhlnk about coming
south again.’

The defense secretary promised
the soldiers they'd all be home by
Christmas and a new contingent
would arrive in February.
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Saturdays:
Refreshments!

%= HOLIDAY

OPEN SATURDAY, NOV.

FOR CHILDREN
50% OFF

SELECT GIRL'S COORDINATES

50% OFF

BOYS & GIRLS SWEATERS

50% OFF

SELECTED JACKETS FOR BOYS &

GIRLS

30% OFF

HOLIDAY DRESSES FOR GIRLS .

30% OFF

NFL COATS FOR BOYS

Hore Saturdav 9am-9om ¢ Sunday 12om-9pm - . Monday 10am-9pm - Tuesdav 9am-9pm-+ Wednesday thru Friday 10am-9pm « Catalog 699-5161 - Sh.rlmn Salon ROG.AEA 1

30% OFF

NBA JERSEYS FOR BOYS

PURCHASE
$650 or Mors
$350 - $649

 $200- $349

$ 100 onvour NexT PURCHASE

$50 oNYOUR NEXT PURCHASE

When your Harimass purchase wotah 40 amoust abowe receee 3 coribhcate bor the valor staed  (erubcam good toearh
pour next purchase of Maromaes wggage o busness cases t store of ongeal purchase  [eruhcate experey fanaary 11 199]
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JEWELRY - GIFTS - LUGGAGE

Y CLEANED AND CHECKED
STONE SETTING

“R” Us) - (915)699-5166

EXPERT REPAIR - FINE WATCH REPAIR -
4500-F N. MIDKIFF AT LOOP 250 - (In front of Toy

S0 AT @& AM

JEWELRY
SALE 34.99

SPECIAL gOLLEC'HON OF 14K GOLD
°| EARRING |
Reg. $74.99

sALE 49.99

10K DIAMOND ACCENT HEART
PENDANT
Reg. $75.00

SALE 79.99

10K 7" HEARTS AND KISSES BRACELET
Reg. $199.99

SALE 79.99

10K 7” NOAH'S ARK BHACELET
Reg. $199.99

SALE 99.99

10K 4.5mm HERRINGBONE CHAIN
AND BRACELET SET.
Reg. $249.99

saALE 129. 99

10K 5Smm HERRINGBONE CHAIN

AND BRACELET SET.
Reg. $349.99

JCPenn

Midland Park Mall - 699-4347 y
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al P ok uader the dire tion of

vices for Glenn Cyril Jones, 64, of

Mendnza 78, are to be at 2 p.m
today, Nov. 30, at Ellis Funeral

Rick Denson
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Jewell Ward

KERMIT — Services for Ber-

Rev. Clyde Majors officiating.

ber of Rebeckah Lodge 134.
She was preceded in death by

N\d

A

| Regssiered Representatve Offenng Secunties Thiough

4526 E. University Blvd.
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, Holidays Special since 1919

Scotch Pine

6~8 Foot. Freshly Cut!
*Fresh Truckloads Arriving Daily!

b

Poinsettias

*Monet *Jingle Dell
*Pink Peppermint

OWNED
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Christmas!
Starting ar.

3599

Flocked Trees |

*Flame retardant
*Long lasting

Live Cut Greenery
Freshly cut ready g
to decorate.

149

We also bave... :;“r‘:"‘:":‘jb:"“' *Garland
_ _ sta ! H ’¢

Plantation DOHglaj Fir removal bag

*Rated #1 Quality Tree. Starting at per foot.

Noble Fir «Layered
Dark Green Color.

Fraser Fir ofrom the ~ -0 -
Blue Ridge Mountains. & Deck rhe HaHs with our

Grand Fir ¢«Grown
in the Pacific Northwest.

YN ey @ Wreaths
Starting at...

29.99%

CICERE I, Artificial Christmas Trees

of Lights, Glass Ornaments, Wreaths, S ‘fE 307 S8

'-r. e pn

G“Hﬂ”d 3 Much Much More'
e off regular recail price
on Every Artificial Tree in Stock!
Sizﬂ 7 o 10
Here 1s one example:

7.5 Monterey Pine

y
Reg. 224.99 I _/l
SR K ®

{ FAMILY MAYTAG

Home APPLIANCE CENTER

A Texas Holiday Tradition Since 1919

SALE ENDS 12/2/96 *SELECTION OF ALL ADVERTISED ITEMS MAY VARY BY STORE, WHILE QUANIITIES LAST
HOURS M-THUR. 99 oFRI. 9-10 *SAT. 8-10 SUNDAY 9-7

eMidland 708 W. Scharbauer 684-7804 *Odessa 3600 Andrew's Hwy. 366-8841
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WASHINGTOY (AP) — Despite talk of
bipartisanship, t won't be easy for c)trmgru-
sional Republicans and President Clinton to

agree on how to cut taxes and how to pay for it.

Theq appetite will exceed the available
money, said Clint Stretch of the Deloitte &
Touche accounting firm. ‘“They’ll be like the guy
whe  _auv 3 he can have a little ice cream and
st make his weight. but ‘Gee, that ice cream
sure tastes good.””

Both sides support a middle-class tax cut
more generous Individual Retirement Accounts
and a per-child credit. But Republicans want
Clinton to support a capital gains tax cut, while
the president wants Congress to back his pro-
posed breaks for higher education.

They especially isz:ﬁree on how to pay for
new tax reductions, with Republicans favoring
reliance on spending cuts and Democrats look-
inﬂ to pare e_xlstmie reaks for businesses.

\\_’_e re going to lookinﬁ very carefully at
that,” said Rep. Bill Archer, R-Texas, chairman
of the tax-writing House Ways and Means Com-
mittee. ““We really believe there needs to be a
net reduction in tax revenue so there will be
more money in people’s pockets.”’

Archer said he’s not averse to scrapping out-
dated tax breaks, but Congress alre retiloed
or eliminated the most lucrative breaks to
finance health insurance reform and small-busi-
ness tax relief.

Still, at least one major break remains

President scares ducks when golf shots go awry

HAGERSTOWN, Md. (AP) —
Scarin&?npondful of ducks, Pres-

ident ton eni':rj;lgd an after- Thomason discussing the themes umes of poetry not available to him
noon of golf with ily members and fmgram of his second inau- at Camp David, McCurry said,
on Friday after returning briefly to gural. adding that the president wants to

the White House to work on the pro-
gram of his second inaugural.

Midway through 18 holes, the
president splashed two balls into a
small lake between the green and
the rough, scattering a flotilla of
ducks.

The ducks settled down and so
did the president. After one more
errant shot, he landed his ball on
the %re&n, drawing applause from
clubhouse onlookers at the Black
Rock Golf Club.

The president, just returned
from a trip to Asia that included a
state visit to Australia, wore an
Australian-style “Crocodile
Dundee’’ hat, charcoal gray pants
and a blue sweatshirt.

It was an all-in-the-family affair.
The president’s partners included
his stepfather, Dick Kelley; his
brother, Roger Clinton; and his
two brothers-in-law, Hugh and
Tony Rodham.

The president drove his own
golf cart.

On Friday morning, Clinton
unexpectedly left Camp David in
the Catoctin Mountains of western
Maryland, where he and his
extended family had enjoyed
Thanksgiving, to return to the
White House.

One Tg:rpole for the helicopter
ride: resident wanted to give
first lady Hillary Rodham Clintén
and their daughter, Chelsea, a
ride to town to attend a ballet
event.

But White House press secretary
Mike McCurry said the president

“The

SALE

Asst. Styles
Reg. $10-$80

HANDCRAFTED

QUILTS

*29”

All Sizes

SHEET SETS

'14”...
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King

-

also spent time in the Oval Office
with television producer Harry

inaugural
wants to send the program to the
printers as early as possible next
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AVAILABLE
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Many tough negotiations lie ahead of proposed tax cut

untouched, a credit for production of ethanol
a gasoline additive derived from corn. Archer
tried last year to discard it but ran into stron
opposition from farm-state lawmakers an
then-Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole, R-Kan.

“‘Maybe our chances are better now, because
Bob Dole had a very strong influemce,’’ he said
of the candidate who lost to Clinton.

Deputy Treasury Secretary Lawrence H.
Summers defended the administration’s rev-
enue-raising proposals but said it was willing
to look at GOP criticism; Republicans are wait-
Ing t¥ see what the administration proposes in
the 1998 budget due by early February — unlike
the past two years when they ignored Clinton’s
budget proposal and moved independently.

“They’re not just things we're doing to raise
money. They're mostly
distorted and more neutral tax code,’’ he said.

The senior Democrat on Archer’s panel, Rep.
Charles Rangel of New York, is willing to back
_(“éllintun tax cuts and opposes GOP spending cut
ideas.

“Even though I don’t think there’'s a wild
scream out there for tax cuts, if that is the con-
sensus the president has with the Democratic
caucus then that’s what I'll be supporting,”’ he
said. ‘‘But I'm not prepared to injure education,
the environment and health care.”

Before lawmakers and the president know
how much money they have to devote to tax
cuts, they’ll have to figure out how to wring from

committee
the name of the

LANH

1402 LOOP 250 WEST 697.3345
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LUGGAGE

29"

Reg. $160

Ings that create a less.

week,”” McCurry said.
Clinton also picked up some vol-

review them before announcing

_ | poet expected to be
included in the Jan. 20 ceremony.

\EAST OF SAM'S & BUILDERS 5Q.)
YOUR LANHAMS TREE

ial tree it is, hand
sheltered from the
loss of needles. Our trees are

as sepcial as we hope your Christmas is.

LA R R LR

EEEES RS

One Gallon oo $2.99

PECAN PROCESSING
NOW AVAILABLE

Flannel with denim collar
Twill with Bear Designs

VELOUR ROBES

Medicare the billions of dollars necessary to
keep its trust fund solvent for the next decade.
The 7031 s to balance the overall budget by 2002.

“If the Medicare situation blows up, it's a
moot issue whether you can agree on taxes '
sald economist Martin Regalia of the US.
Chamber of Commerce. ‘‘But barring that I
think there’s enough overlap on the tax side to
get a deal.”

Based on their last bargaining position,
Republicans’ $500 per-child credit applies
through age 17, Clinton’s through age 12. Plus.
the president’s plan has tighter income eligi-
bility limits and ends after 2000.

Clinton would eliminate capital gains taxes
on most home sales, but retain the current rates
on all other capital gains. During budget talks.
his aides suggested, but did not formally offer.
a plan to reduce rates on all gains. Republicans
hope that means Clinton will move toward their
plan to cut capital gains rates in half.

“We're not going to rule out anything,” the
Treasury Department’s Summers said. ‘‘But we
do not support a capital gains tax cut as the best
way to use scarce resources.’’

Also, Clinton’s education proposals — a
$1,500-a-year credit to offset the first two years
of college tuition and a $10,000 deduction for
tuition — are top priorities, he said. Republi-
cans’ 1996 budget, vetoed by Clinton. offered a
$2,500 deduction for student loan interest

w
WINTER COLOR

PANSY, CABBAGE

KALE, STOCK, SN&PDRAGO;‘
w3249
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Midkiff @ Illinois ® Post Office Substation * 694-8888 5

OPEN SATURDAY 9:00 A.M.

5-M-L

Made in U.S.A.
S-M-L

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY ONLY

20" OFF

EVERY ITEM IN THE STORE
COATS AND FINE FURS « 20 TO 33 1/3 % OFF.

FREE GIFTWRAPPING

- - .- -

OPEN SUNDAY
1:00 “T1L 5:00

SILVER PLATED WIRE BASKET

FREE

with any purchase of $25 or more.
One per customer please.
While supplies last
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CHRISTMAS SWEATERS
SPECIAL OCCASION

PARTY WEAR

DRESSES AND SUITS
COORDINATE SPORTWEAR
TRADITIONAL SEPARATES
ACTIVEWEAR

DENIM SPORTSWEAR

SILK & COTTON BLOUSES
PANTS AND SKIRTS

NOVEL & CLASSIC BLAZERS
ACCESSORIES

STERLING SILVER

EVERYTHING!

FOR FASHION

COURTYARD AT MIDEAND PARK « 410 NORTH MIDRIFF « 694-8861
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FLEECE
PANTSETS
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Reg. $40

100% Cotton
Zip Placket
S-M-L-XL
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® Berry
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Sixteen House mem-
bers have asked President Clinton to reinstate
the security clearance of a State Department
official who exposed a Eauif CIA agent's
coverup of two murders in temala. of
the victims was an American citizen.

Richard Nuccio, a former top administration
aide on Cuba and Guatemala, was st~ ~ned of
his security clearance after he wulied a
member of ress in March 1995 of the activ-
ities of the CIA operative, Julio Roberto
Alpirez, a Guatemalan colonel.

e CIA blamed Nuccio for the subsequent
public disclosure of the agent's identity. The
CIA places the highest priority on keeping
secret the identity of its agents on grounds that

ublic disclosure could lead to reprisals,

ncluding assassination.

A letter to Clinton sent by former House
International Relations Committee Chairman

\
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Lee Hamilton, D-Ind., and 15 other lawmakers
praised Nuccio and said his punishment was
undeserved. It also was signed by Rep.-elect
Jim McGovern, D-Mass.

In response to the letter, presidential
ﬂmkesman Mike McCurry said Friday that

uccio’'s case is being dealt in accordance with
the National Se~rity Act.

He also pr. sed i.uccio’'s performance as a
White House aide on Cuba between May 1995
and April 1996. ‘A lot of people who worked for
him at the White House have very high respect
for him and hope his career can prosper,”’
McCurry said.

In a recent television appearance, Nuccio
said a search of secret government files dis-
closed that Alpirez oversaw the 1992 interro-
Eatinn and debriefing of a captured

uatemalan guerrilla who was married to an
American lawyer, Jennifer Harbury. The

Legendary bank uses Internet to
display wanted-criminals posters

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Wells
Fargo is putting the byte on crim-
inals.

A century after earning a repu-
tation for doggedly pursuing
stagecoach robbers, the California
bank is still chasing outlaws, this
time via ““Wanted'’ posters dis-
patched across the new frontier of
the Internet.

“Wells Fargo has no tolerance
for crooks. Never had. Never
will,”” declares the introduction to
the bank’s Internet wanted
posters.

A series of small photographs of
suspects follows, mostly gleaned
from fake driver’s licenses used in
transactions. Clicking on a small
photo yields a bigger picture, the
price Wells Fargo has put on the
suspect’'s head and brief details of
the crime, usually involving bad
checks or other fraud.

Rewards range from $1,000 to
$5,000. Tipsters can call 1-800-78-
CRIME to give information anony-
mously.

Two pictures on the November
posting are stamped with the word
“Arrested.”” Bank officials said

they are researching whether
those arrests were due to infor-
mation the Internet or more con-
ventional methods.

Wells Fargo revived its wanted
posters in 1991, distributing paper
posters in the vicinity of unsolved
crimes.

So far, the bank has put out about
100 paper posters. About 30 percent
of those pictured have been arrest-
ed while 26 percent have been
identified but not yet found.

“It’s a pretty successful pro-
gram for this type of crime,’’ said
Lisa Wilhelm, senior vice presi-
dent and risk division manager.

The bank began putting posters
on its Internet web site two months
ago. There were some 5,000 visits
to the poster page in October.

Wells Fargo isn’t the only outfit
doing a little cyber bounty hunting.
The FBI has been posting its 10
Most Wanted on the Internet since
1995.

“We looked at this as another
tool ... to aid in apprehension of our
fugitives,”” FBI spokeswoman
Joyce Riggs said.

16 House members want official’s clearance restored

rebel leader was killed while in captivity.

The files debunked CIA claims that it knew
nothing about the fate of the guerrilla — false-
hoods that Nuccio said he passed to Harbury
as she sought information about her missing
husband. He was unable to correct the record
because the files were classified.

He later learned that Alpire. aiso was
involved in the coverup of the 1990 slaying of
Michael Devine, an American innkeeper in rur-
al Guatemala.

The letter from the lawmakers said, ‘‘We are
concerned that continued efforts to punish Mr.
Nuccio on this matter will have a chilling effect
on the willingness of executive branch employ-
ees to exercise their statutory obligation to
:jnfonn the Congress of illegal or improper con-

uct.

MC Merry Christmas

A

Thursday, December 5
The Public is Invited to this Free
Family Celebration
6 p.m.

—Carnillon music begins
6:30 p.m.
—Lighting of the Carillon tower
—Larolling led by MC'’s

Chaparral Singers
7 p.m.
—Opening reception
for the Student Art
Show
—Student Art Sale
* 8 p.m.
—Chaparral
Singers Concert
Featuring Santa
Claus, hot chocolate &
Christmas treats

Hand Poured, Triple Scented Candles.
Unique Gifts

Let Us Do Your Company's Christrhas Baskets

Deljve

b?;&

HOLIDAY HOURS: — 25801 W. INDIANA
M-W-F 9.8 MIDLAND, TX. 79701
T-TH 9-5 e (915) 570-5163
SAT. 10-2 — MARSHA MERRELL, Owner

B

Candle Company
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Justice Department will not budge on independent counsel for donations

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Justice
Department on Friday turned down a
third request to appoint an independent
counsel to investigate Democratic fund-
raising by and from people with links to
wealthy foreigners.

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., who had
made the request, called the decision ‘‘fur-
ther proof’’ of the need for congressional
hearings.

White House spokesman Mike McCur-
ry, noting the decision, said officials
would continue to ‘‘answer questions
related to financial contributions forth-
rightly, as the president has directed.”’

The Justice Department rejected the
Oct. 29 request from McCain and four con-
gressmen because it found no ‘‘specific,
credible evidence at this time that any
individual covered by the provisions of the

Atlantic storm
season ends:
scientists look
10 next year

MIAMI (AP) — Some day next
year, the wind will shift in India,
setting in motion-an intricate chain
of events that will produce one of
nature's most awesome furie$ — a
hurricane — halfway around the
globe.

The busy 1996 Atlantic hurricane
season ends today and scientists
are looking ahead to what lies in
store next year for the Caribbean,
Central America and the United
States.

William Gray, a hurricane fore-
caster from Colorado State Uni-
versity in Fort Collins, Colo., will
issue his forecast Friday for the
next season, which runs from June
1 through Nov. 30.

The forecast is a big deal, espe-
cially for those who have been in
a hurricane and felt the walls of
their house heaving in and out like
a giant lung. Or seen sheets of roof-
ing flying along like giant 1 azor
blades. Or been in a house on the

There were 21 tropical storms in
995 and 13 this year, including
ine hurricanes, making them two
'f the busiest storm years since
records began in 1880.

Hurricanes this season killed
135 people in the Caribbean, Cen-
tral America and the United
States, and caused $3.5 billion
damage in the United States alone,
the National Hurricane Center in
Miami said.

Two of the hurricanes, Bertha“
and Fran, hit within a few miles of
each other on the North Carolina
coast. Even New York got a scare _
when Hurricane Edouard, with
winds of more than 110 mph,
churned toward Long Island
before turning away into the north
Atlantic.

“The northern Atlantic has
warmed up the last couple of years
and the southern Atlantic has
become colder,”” Gray said. ‘‘“The
warm water in the northern
Atlantic is a factor leading to
more Atlantic hurricanes.

Gray also said there are more
hurricanes when El Nino, a cur-
rent off South America’s west
coast, is cold. El Nino affects
upper level winds and weather
around the globe.

““El Nino is continuing on the
cold side. We expect it to be cold
for the next year or two,”” Gray
said.

But it all seems to start with the
changing winds and torrential
rains that come with the Asian
monsoons. Gray said temperature
differences between land and
ocean change the direction of
upper-level winds.

That leads to instability in the
“cauldron for tropical storms,’ the
Sahel region of Africa just south of
the Sahara desert.

The instability produces
seedlings, clusters of clouds that
can be seen on satellite, said
James Henry, a professor at Ten-
nessee State University in
Nashville and co-author of the
book, ‘‘The Climate and Weather
of Florida.”

Young passengers
not so welcome
on Carnival ships

MIAMI (AP) — The carnival's
over for youthful cruisers.

Starting with the new year, Car-
nival Cruise Line will ban passen-
gers under 21 unless they are
accompanied by someone over 25.
The world’s largest cruise com-
pany said other passengers com-
plained of drunk, rowdy kids.

Travel agents were briefed on
the policy change during the inau-
gural cruise aboard Destiny, Car-
nival’s newest ship and the world’s
biggest.

“The biggest complaints we get
is on the spring-break cruises
when people say the young people
monopolize the ship,” said Jefl
Kivet, owner of Cruise Value Cen-
ter based in East Brunswick, N.J.
“It’s always the few (who) make
it bad for everybody.”

Kivet, who books about 8,000
cruise passengers a year, wel-
comed the change and said he
expects other cruise lines to follow.

““Carnival is really concerned for
the well being of all the guests
because they attract such a wide
variety ofages,’’ he said.
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I.de!)endent Counsel Act has committed
afly federal crime:’’ wrote Mark Richard
deputy assistant attorney general for the
criminal division.

The decision does not preclude the
department from taking steps in the
future 1H appoint an independent counsel.
A Justice Department task force already
IS conducting a wide-ranging review of
political fund-raising in the 1996 election.

In the letter to McCain, Richard noted
the task force was exploring ‘‘the range of
allegations and issues that have been
raised. ... I give you my assurance that the
allegations referenced in your letter and
the points you raise will be carefully
reviewed and considered.”

McCain had asked the Justice Depart-
ment to look into a $250,000 contribution
the Democrats returned to a Korean cor-
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poration, into a Democratic fund-raiser at
a Buddhist temple in California and into
the activities of Democratic fund-raiser
John Huang, a central figure in the con-
troversy over foreign-linked contribu-
tions.

McCain also as!.cu w ether the Clinton
administration had given Indonesia’s Lip-
po Group banking and real estate con-
glomerate any special treatment in return
for campaign contributions.

“It is my strong belief that the facts
before us meet the test when other inde-
pendent counsel have been called for in the
past, " McCain said in a statement.

McCain had made one earlier request
for the appointment of an independent
counsel, and the nonpartisan watchdog
group Common Cause had made another.

House Rules Committee chairman Ger-

ald B. Solomon of New York said the deci-
sion left the Republican-controlled Con-
gress ‘‘no alternative but to pursue hear-
ings that will get to the bottom of these
very serious allegations.”’

At the White House, McCurry said:
“The Justice Department has made its
decision for the reasons indicated. The
White House will continue to answer ques-
tions related to financial contributions
f::lrgprightly, as the president has direct-
ed.

The Justice Department said there
were eight allegations, including one
involving President Clinton and Vice
President Al Gore. But the agency said it
found no grounds for a prosecutor to look
Into their actions.

"The general assertions that the presi-
dent and the vice president were involved
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in the solicitation and receipt of donations -

that may have violated campaign financ-
ing laws, and that contributions were
made by individuals who had a meeting
with the president and who were benefit-
ed by government trade decisions, falls far
short of the sort of specific facts and rea-
sonable inferences. ..."”’ that a criminal vio-
lation had occurred, Richard wrote.

For the department to recommend the
appointment of an independent counsel, it
must find a “‘specific credible allegation

of criminal wrongdoing against a covered

official.”’ A *“‘covered official”’ is a top offi-
cial such as the president, the vice presi-
dent or Cabinet members.

Average citizens, business people, gov-
ernment employees and employees of
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