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Retailers pleased with holiday: sales | 
By Wade Warren 

SDN Managing Editor 
While some giant retailers 

across the country have been 
singing the blues about holiday 
shopping, many Snyder busi- 
nesses reported an increase over 

sales figures. 
gues. have to call our Christmas 

season a success,” said R J. 
Youngclaus, Snyder Wal-Mart 
manager. “Our business was 
very comparable to last year.” 
Youngclaus said the store sold 

more of its large items this year 

as compared to Christmas 2001. 
“Our layaway sales were up 

and that is how many people 
bought the large items,” said 
Youngclaus. 
Wal-Mart also saw a lot of last- 

minute gift buyers. 
“We were busy until we closed 

Christmas Eve and a lot of people 
were buying our gift cards,” said 
Youngclaus. 
Today is traditionally a busy 

day for department stores for 
exchanges, but the rush hadn't 
materialized at mid-morning at 
Wal-Mart. last year, or at lease comparable 

“Exchanges have been steady, 
but not heavy,” added Young- 
claus. 

Bealls was also experiencing a 
slow morning for exchanges. 

“1 think everyone must have 
slept in,” laughed manager Kitty 
Huddleston. “Our - exchanges 
have been real slow but they 
might pick up when people start 
moving around. 
“We've got sales going on $0 

we may see some pick up in 
exchanges when people come 
back to look at our sale items,” 
said Huddleston. 
Jewelry and fragrances were 

among the top sellers at Bealls. 
“Those two items sold very 

well,” said Huddleston. 
Both Wal-Mart and Bealls 

added extra help for the holidays. 
Wal-Mart added 10 percent 

more employees for the seasonal 
rush, while Bealls had five addi- 
tional sales people. 

Virginia Bloom, owner of Plea- 

STILL SHOPPING — Pleasure’s Mine owner Virginia Bloom assists customer Wanda Allen at 
the checkout counter this morning, as shoppers looked high and low for after-Christmas bar- 
gains. (SDN Staff Photo) 

Iraqi military targets 
bombed by warplanes 

sure’s Mine, said holiday busi 
ness started off slow, but picked 
up closer to Christmas. 

“It got okay the last week,” said 
Bloom. - 
Being right in the middle of an 

after-Christmas sale, Bloom said 
she had not yet compared holi- 
day sales figures from last year. 

Snyder's two grocery stores 
also did a good holiday business. 
“We had a fantastic business,” 

said United manager Gary Shif- 
flett, who said shoppers bought 
the traditional holiday items, but 
just more of it. 
“We had a lot of people in from 

Jayton, Roby, Rotan, Spur and 
even Sweetwater,” added Shif- 
flett. 
Davidson's IGA also had a 

good holiday business, 
“Our Christmas business was 

good,” said store manager Joe 
Thompson. “Shoppers bought 
the traditional items, including a 
lot more baking goods.” 

Davidson's was the only one of 
the two grocery stores open 
Christrhas Day. 
“We sold a lot of last-minute 

items beginning around 10 in the 
morning, and business contin- 
ued steady until we closed at 1 
p.m.,” said Thompson. 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Warplanes from 
the U.S.-British coalition bombed Iraqi .mili- 
tary command and communication targets 
today near Talil in southern Iraq, the U.S. 
military announced. 
The strike, which took place about 8 a.m. 

Baghdad time, was a “self-defense” measure 
in response to the Iraqi military’s downing of 
an American unmanned surveillance drone 
on Monday, according to a statement from 
U.S. Central Command, the military com- 
mand that oversees operations in Iraq. 
Defense officials said the targets are 

believed to have directed the attack on the 
drone. 
The warplanes used precision bombs, the 

statement said. An assessment of how much 
damage was done to the targets was ongoing, 
it said. No defensive fire from the Iraqis was 
detected, and all the coalition warplanes 
returned safely, defense officials said. 

On Monday, an Iraqi MiG-25 fighter shot 
down a Predator drone conducting recon- 
naissance near Al Kut in eastern Iraq, U.S. 
‘military officials said. U.S. military officials 
said the MiG crossed into the “no-fly zone” 
over southern Iraq, which U.S. and British 
warplanes patrol to prevent Iraqi military 
planes from flying. 
However, Iraqi state-run television 

appeared to say that ground-based air defens- 
es shot it down. 

Iraq says the patrols violate: its sovereignty 
and its forces frequently shoot at allied pilots 
both in the northern zone set up “to protect 
the anti-Saddam Kurdish minority and the: 
southern zone to protect Shiites.” Iraq has 
never shot down a manned coalition warplane 
patrolling either no-fly zone. 
The previous coalition strike in southern 

Iraq was Dec. 20, when warplanes bombed air 
defense sites near An Nasiriyah and Basra. 

IF THE SHOE FITS — Nada Cotton, left, helps shoppers Mur- 
ray Anne Anderson, center, and Connie Alarcon find a pair of 
shoes today at Bealls as part of their after-holiday sale shop- 
ping. (SDN Staff Photo) 

~ Austin fires claim four lives Tuesday 
AUSTIN (AP) — Christmas Eve fires 

claimed four lives, including three chil 
dren who were caught in a blaze in a two-- 
story house. 
. A father who frantically tried to rescue 
his children from the second story of their 
northwest Austin home remained hospi- 
talized in critical condition on Wednesday. 
He was overcome by smoke before he 
could save his two sons, 8 and 13; and alz 
year-old neighbor. 
The dead were identified by fire investi 

gator Tracey Suire as 8year-old Cole 
LaGrone, 13-year-old Frank LaGrone and 
12-year-old John Overbee. 
The fire, which gutted the limestone 

and wood home and caused part of the 

Q=When is the college foot- 
ball national championship 

roof to collapse, was caused by electrical 
equipment related to computers in a front 
room of the house, fire authorities said. 
Another son, 9yearold Samuel 

LaGrone, had been sleeping downstairs 
and escaped unharmed. The father, 41- 
year-old Paul LaGrone, was also down- 
stairs when the fire started. He was trans- 
ferred to the burn unit at Brooke Army 
Medical Center in San Antonio. 

In another fire believed to have been 
started by electrical equipment, a man 
died when flames swept through an apart- 
ment above a tattoo parlor in the down- 
town nightclub district on Sixth Street. 
The victim suffered smoke inhalation and 
died at the hospital - 

Officials declined to release the victim's | 
name, pending notification of relatives. 
“In the northwest Austin fire, Overbee 

and Frank LaGrone were found dead in 
the house, fire officials said. Cole LaGrone 
died later at a hospital. The three child vic- 
tims were upstairs when the fire broke 
out. 
The elder LaGrone had climbed a lad- 

der outside the house and severely cut his 
arm while breaking a second-story win- 
dow, Assistant Fire Chief Kevin Baum 

“said. 
“The man who lived there was also very 

heroic in his personal efforts to save the 
kids upstairs before we arrived on scene,” 
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A neighbor noticed the flames and 
called 911 about 4 a.m., authorities said. 
Firefighters arrived less than four minutes 
after receiving the call. They climbed up 
the same ladder the father had used, but 
were forced to evacuate the second story 
when part of the ceiling collapsed, Baum 
said. : 

“I woke up about a quarter to four and 
a man screaming,” said next-door 

neighbor Cindy Isaacson. “I couldn’t quite 
tell what was going on. I heard (the father) 
calling his boys’ names. He was just fran- 
tic ... He wouldn't give up — very heroic.” 

Firefighters extinguished the fire within 
20 minutes of their arrival, said Lt. Dawn 
Clopton of the Austin Fire Department. 

+ ‘Peace is always beautiful. 
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We imagine there were lots of 
disappointed folks around the 
country this morning. Not 
because they didn’t get the Christ- 
mas gift they wanted from their 
spouse, but because their Power- 
ball numbers didn’t match the 
winning six. 
The multi-state lottery was _ 

worth $315 million by Wednesday 
night and drew hoards of people 
to convenience stores with 
dreams of the easy life. 
One ticket sold in West Virginia 

matched the winning numbers, 
making it the largest single jack- 
pot in lottery history. Somebody’s 
probably drinking his or her New 
Year's champagne a few days 
early. 
That someone's life is about to 

change dramatically — probably 
for the better, but not entirely. 
We've always heard stories of 

the newly rich discovering family 
members they never knew about. 
Every organization and individual 
seeking charity starts knocking at 
the winner’s door. 
We know a fellow personally 

who won Texas’ lottery a few 
years back. He's the dad of a 
schoolmate of ours, a nice guy 
and a hard worker. 
But when news broke of his for- 

tune, the family discovered all 
those myths of greedy fortune 
seekers were true. 
This guy planned to continue 

with his job, but was forced to ° 
retire when people seeking help, 
in the form of donations and even 
loans, constantly hounded him at 
work. 

Last night's Powerball winner 
will most likely experience the 
same, only on a much grander 

e. 
The guy we know won a few 

million dollars and made the local 
news. 
This West Virginian has all-of 

the-sudden become one of Ameri 
ca’s richest residents and every- 
one in the country is reading 
about it this morning. 
And don't think for a second 

that the lottery folks will let the 
winner stay anonymous. Shaking 
the winner's hand while holding 
an oversized cardboard check is 
part of the hoopla and some of the 
best free advertising they could 
wish for. 
What they don't want any of us 

to see is the guy who blew his pay- 
check and now holds a handful of 
worthless tickets. That’s the more 
common lottery story, but the one 
you'll not hear from proponents. 
- Lotteries are often described as 
a “tax on poor people.” 
We have a brother-in-law that 

lives in Oklahoma, a state that 
doesn't have a lottery. Any time 
he ventures to Texas, he likes to 
drop a few bucks on our state’s 
game. 
While waiting in line with him 

last weekend, we watched a 
woman pull wadded bills from a 
pair of worn-out jeans and ask the 
attendant for “one of each” of the 
many scratch tickets available. 
She spent more than $50 on the 

tickets, then fingered through a 
handful of loose change to buy 
less than $3 worth of gasoline, 
probably just enough to get her 
home. 

This, we were told 1 by the clerk, 
“happens every day.” 
And Texas’ lottery is even 

struggling for its own 
The brainiacs who run the opera 
tion hope to make the game more 
successful by — get this — mak-- 
ing it harder to win. Go figure. 
-That means more people will 

spend more money and end up 
with more worthless tickets, = 

Lotteries, as it turns out, arent 
all fun and games. i 
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Tate retirement reception 
A retirement reception in honor of J.B. Tate Jr., president of Texas Savings 

Bank, will be held from 9 a.m. until noon Friday at the bank. 

Landfill closed Wednesday 
The City of Snyder landfill will be closed Saturday. 

Retirement reception 
A retirement reception in honor of Supt. Jerry Church will be held from 3 to 

4:30 p.m. Sunday at the Hermleigh High School cafeteria. 

Support groups 
Adult family violence support group and children’s family violence support 

group meets at 6:30 p.m. every Monday at Gateway Family Service. For infor- 
mation call 573-1822. 

Bible study tapes 
Bible videos air each week on Channel 2. To be shown at 7 p.m. Monday 

Why Did God Separate the Jews from the Gentiles?” followed by “What's In It 
for Me?” 

Lions Club meetings 
Snyder Lions Club will not meet Tuesday. Meetings on Jan. 7 and Jan. 14 will 

be held at Snyder Country Club while repairs are being made at Martha Ann 
Woman's Club. 

FBC services televised 
First Baptist Church services are televised on channel 2 at 3 p.m. each 

Thursday. 

Trinity Bible study 
A 10-week study, “Bad Girls of the Bible,” begins. Wednesday, Jan. 8, at Trin- 

ity United Methodist Church. Melissa Petty will lead the study and all women 
are invited to attend. To order a book or for more information call 573-3988. 

Windbreak trees 
Orders for windbreak trees and drip irrigation are being taken at the Upper 

Colorado Soil and Water. Conservation office through Jan. 31. The office is 
located in the Scurry County USDA office complex at 5309 Big Spring High- 
way. Call 5736317, ext. 2. 

SHS booster club fund raiser 
The SHS drama booster club is collecting old cell phones and used printer 

cartridges for recycling. Drop off at the sheriff's office. For more information, 
call Jan Scott at 573-8027. 

Choir trip planned 
SHS choirs are also planning a trip to Boston on Easter weekend, April 17- 

21. There are six available positions for anyone who wants to make the trip. For 
more information, call Ronda Haire, choir director, at 573-6301. 

White Buffalo Festival T-shirts 
White Buffalo T-shirts featuring a train are on sale at the Whistle Stop or the 

coliseum office for $7 each. 

WTC testing dates 
Western Texas College's testing dates for LVN ASSET COMPASS QUICK- 

TASP include Jan. 4, 12:30 p.m.; Jan. 7, 9 am.,1:30 pm. and 6 p.m.; Jan. 21, 1:30 
.p-m.; and Jan. 28, 1:30 p.m. For more information, contact the counseling office 
at 573-8511 ext. 313. 

Tigers Lair yearbook 
Orders for 2002 Tigers Lair yearbooks are still being taken. The cost is $50 

with additional options available. Call 574-6138 for information. 

Cancer treatment transportation 
Transportation for cancer patients to Lubbock, Abilene or Midland is avail 

able free of charge. Call Sammie Jarrell at 573-5993 or Blakey Fargason at 574- 
8041. If not home, leave message on answering machine. 

FBC support groups 
Support groups dealing with divorce, death, cancer or caring for elderly par- 

ents meet at 6:30 p.m. the second Thursday of each month at the First Baptist 
Church educational building. A special group for students facing these prob- 
lems is held at the same time. 

Grant writing workshop 
is set for Jan. 22 in Spur 
A grant writing workshop will 

be held in Spur on Jan. 22-23. The 
workshop is sponsored by the 
Big Country, Four Winds RC&D 
and Wes Tex RC&D areas. The 
two-day workshop will carry par- 
ticipants through general grant 
writing basics all the way to writ- 
ing, editing and submitting appli- 
cations for grant funds. 
The two-day training program 

will be instructed by Al Cogburn, p.m. 
a 29-year veteran in public educa: -. Pre-registration is $100,000, 
tion. Cogburn has hands on expe- “after Jan 15 it is $115. The regis- 
rience in managing block grants. ‘tration fee covers only the course. 

ing planning, - implementation, 
management, and evaluation. 
Each of these contracts includes 

tion, management and evalua 
tion. 

The workshop will be held at 

ative just west of Spur on FM 836. 
The two-day program will begin 

- each day at 9 am. and finish at 4 

for amounts ranging from: “content. Each participant will be 
$250,000 to $1,000,000. -on his or her own for meals and 

Since 1990 he has. written 43 “lodging. ‘The workshop is limited 
-to the first 2 registered appli- 
cants, -. 

Lodgings available atthe Spur 
Inn Bed & Breakfast in Spur at 

successful competitive federal, 
state and foundation applications 

totaling more than $17 million. ". 
.~ Cogburn is currently under con- 

-»" tract with 15 school districts and 
 .- charter schools for special pro- 
*-. grams planning, implementation : 

ad Ye bt 

grant planning writing, facilita- 

the South Plains Electric Cooper- 

"806-271-3940 or. the Double H 
- Motel in Dickens at 806-623-5512. - 

‘oy Interested .individuals- should * | : 
3 and € evaluation ‘which includes “contact the 4Winds RC&D. at} 
- grant writing. He is also currently : ;, 940-658-3680 or the Andrew Kent 

~*, ;, working with two Texas counties /Soil and Water Conservation Dis-, 
A <i on  spoctd programs and project- trict in Jayton mr 
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White Christmas hits n STtheast 
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — More 

than two feet of snow fell 
Wednesday in parts of upstate. 
New York as a powerful 
Nor'easter moved up the Atlantic 
Coast, setting Christmas snow- 
fall records, closing airports and 
bringing an unexpected holiday 
Spectacle of lightning and thun- 
er. 
The Mohawk Valley was blan- 

keted with up to 30 inches of 
snow Wednesday that fell as fast 
as 5 inches per hour, said Evan 
Heller, a meteorologist for the 
National Weather Service in 

By Abigail Van Buren 

Dear Abby 

Alay New York State Thruway 
closed off more than 100 miles 
Wednesday evening because 
plows couldn't keep up. “The 
snow is coming down so hard 
that we're struggling to clear it,” 
said spokesman Terry O’Brien. 
Also closed were parts of three 
interstates in Pennsylvania, 
which got up to 20 inches in 
some areas. 
For Albany, it was the first 

snowy Dec. 25 since 1985, and 
more than a half-foot above the 
1978 record of 11.8 inches. 

Resentful stepmom needs 
to adjust her attitude 
DEAR ABBY: I read the letter 

from “Feeling Used in Cleveland,” 
who resents her husband's little 
boy being dumped off by his moth- 
er every time she needs a free baby 
sitter. Your answer was good but 
not harsh enough. 

“Feeling Used” knew the man 
she married had a child. What 
makes her think that that little 8 
year-old is any less deserving of his 
father's love, time and attention 
than the two children she and her 
husband brought into the world? 
She complained about the ex- 

wife dropping off the boy when he’s 
sick. Instead of complaining, she 
should give him the TLC he 
deserves. That child has to watch 
his dad live with and raise two other 
kids while he gets shuffled back 
and forth — and his STEPMOTH- 
ER is resentful? Boy, does she have 
it backward. 

I am a married mother of four, 
and wish all prospective steppar- 
ents would reach down deep to see 
if they have what it takes. There are 
many wonderful stepparents out 
there, but “Feeling Used” has a lot 
of work to do straightening out her 
priorities. Sign me ... SICK OF 
SELFISH STEPPARENTS 
DEAR S.S.S.: | agree that the 

woman needs a quick attitude 
adjustment. When two people with 
children marry, there should no 
longer be “his,” “hers” or “mine.” 
Only OURS. Read on: 
DEAR ABBY: My mother has a 

stepgrandson who is her responsi- 
bility nearly every weekend. “Sean” 
was left for my mother to care for 
three weeks after his birth, while 
his parents took off to join the cir- 
cus. 

While Mom has her share of tri 
als with Sean, she is the only stable 
and constant element in his life. 
Instead of bemoaning the situation, 
she dutifully picked up where 
.Sean’s mother and father left off — 
and is the most important influence 
in his life. 

| implore “Feeling Used” to dwell 
less on herself and her needs and to 
concentrate on caring for her 8 
year-old stepson. 1 guarantee the 
result — and the feeling she'll enjoy 
— will more than compensate for 
her time. — MATTHEW IN LAS 
VEGAS 
DEAR MATTHEW: I admire 

your mother’s love, commitment 

and wellspring of energy. Today 
millions of grandparents are raising 
their grandchildren — with all of 
the challenges and rewards that go 
with it. For those who find it over- 
whelming, the AARP Grandparent 
Information Center offers informa- 
tion and referral to local support 
groups for grandparent caregivers 
through its national database. To 
contact the center, write to: AARP 
Grandparent Information Center, 
601 E Street NW, Washington, DC 
20049. Call (800) 424-3410; the Web 
site is www.aarp.org/grandparents. 

th 

DEAR ABBY: Your advice to the 
resentful stepmom was right on. At 
the age of 8, I was the resented 
stepchild, and didn’t know why. 
When I became a stepmother 

and was used as the dumping 
ground by my husband’s ex, I 
received some excellent advice 
from a close friend: “Forget the rea- 
sons why the child is there, just 
know he needs you. Change your 
attitude, because you are what you 
think, and your actions will show it 
— good or bad.” 
Twenty years later, my stepson 

handed me his newborn and whis- 
pered, “I love you for loving me like 
your own. Here's your grandson, 
Mom.” I sent up a prayer of thanks 
for her excellent advice, because 
love is thicker than blood. — THE 
LUCKY ONE 
DEAR LUCKY ONE: Regard- 

less of your biological relationship 
to your stepson, you were the par- 
ent who counted the most. It is the 
job of parents — regardless of 
blood ties — to nurture and protect 
the children given into their keep 
ing. 

1 2] 

Write Dear Abby at www.Dear- 
Abby.com or PO. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles, CA 90069. 

xk 

For everything you need to know 
about wedding planning, order 
“How to Have a Lovely Wedding.” 
Send a businesssize, self 
addressed envelope, plus check or 
money order for $5 (U.S. funds 
only) to: Dear Abby, Wedding Book- 
‘let, PO. Box 447, Mount Morris, IL 
61054-0447. (Postage is included.) 
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Cleveland also broke its 1944 
Christmas record of 5.8 inches of 
snow, reporting more than 10 
inches. 
“Everybody’s ready for it,” 

said Jamie Georgelos, a manager 
at Alpin Haus ski shop in Ams- 
terdam, about 30 miles north- 
west of Albany. “I think a lot of 
people have been missing the 
snow for the past few years, and 
they're really glad it’s finally 
here.” 
The snowstorm, blowing out 

of the Plains, was blamed for at 
least 18 deaths since Monday, 
mostly related to traffic acci- 
dents. It moved east Tuesday 
night, from the Midwest into 
Pennsylvania, New York and 
New England, then re-formed 
Wednesday off the East Coast as 
a nor’easter. 
Maine was expected to see up 

to 18 inches of snow in places 
and wind gusts up to 45 mph, the 
weather service said. 
The storm was punctuated in 

Copnecticut with lightning and 
thunder. “Anytime you have any- 

-thing as strong as this, a lot of 
precipitation and wind, you're 
going to get these anomalies,” 
Heller said. 

All three of New York City’s 
airports were affected, with John 
F. Kennedy International and 
LaGuardia airports closing 
Wednesday evening and flights 
delayed at Newark Liberty Inter- 
national Airport. Flights were 
also canceled or delayed at air- 
ports in Albany, Hartford and 
Boston. 
To the south, Baltimore saw a 

morning mix of rain and sleet 
replaced later with cottonball- 

sized flakes of swirling snow that 
turned to thick slush as it hit the 
ground. Slush forced officials at 
Baltimore-Washington Interna- 
tional Airport to close the two 
major runways temporarily. Six 
inches fell on parts of western 
Maryland. 

Virginia was spared the brunt, 
but strong winds blew between 
40 and 50 mph in some areas. In 
Roanoke, Va., convenience store 
employee Bessie Bates finally 
brought in a wrought iron side- 
walk sign after the wind knocked 
it down four times. 

“I's very, very windy, and 1 
finally just got tired of putting it 
back up,” said Bates. 
The storm brought snow Mon- 

day to Texas and Oklahoma, 
which got more than a foot in 
some areas; Oklahoma City had 
its first white Christmas in 27 
years. It brought 15 inches of 
snow to parts of Kansas by Tues- 
day morning and parts of south- 
west Missouri in the Ozarks had 
14 inches. 
Michigan caught the north- 

west fringe of the storm Wednes- 
day, reporting as much as 9 inch- 
es of snow in the southern part 
of the state. . 
Snow was expected to fall in 

parts of Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire on Wednesday at the 
rate of 3 inches an hour for sev- 
eral hours, bringing near white- 
out conditions, said National 
Weather Service meteorologist 
Walter Drag. 

“If you're safe inside and not on 
the roads ... then it’s going to be 
a winter wonderland,” Drag said. 
“If you're out traveling about, 
you're not going to be happy.” 

$314.9 million is 
record jackpot win 
HURRICANE, W.Va. (AP) — 

Christmas is over for the rest of 
us, but for the winner of the 
$314.9 million Powerball jackpot 
it just may go on forever. 
The winning ticket in ‘the 

Christmas night drawing — the 
third-largest lottery jackpot in 
U.S. history — was purchased at 
the C&L Super Serve in Hurni- 
cane, 25 miles west of 
Charleston, said Multi-State Lot- 
tery Association spokesman Joe 
Mahoney. 
The prize was the largest ever 

TEXAS LOTTERY 
= RESULTS 

Lotto Texas 
No ticket correctly matched 

all six numbers drawn Wednes- 
day night for the twice-weekly 
Lotto Texas game, state lottery 
officials said. 
The numbers drawn Satur- 

day night from a field of 54 
were: 32-3-33-38-14-16. 

Saturday night's drawing will 
be worth an estimated $9 mil 
on. 

Cash Five 
AUSTIN (AP) — The win- 

ning Cash Five numbers drawn 
ednesday by the Texas Lot- 

2526.30.14 
Pick 3 
“AUSTIN (AP) — "The + win” 
ning Pick 3 numbers drawn 
Wednesday night by the Texas 
Lottery, in order: 

6-2- 
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won with a single ticket. 
An unexpected Christmas Day 

run on Powerball tickets pushed 
the already whopping $280 mil 
lion jackpot to $314.9 million just 
before’ numbers were drawn, 
making jt the multistate lottery’s 
largest prize ever. 
The numbers in Wednesday 

night's drawing were 5-14-16-29- 
53 and the Powerball was 7. 
The winning ticket was pur- 

chased Monday, the West Vir- 
ginia Lottery Commission said. 
The winner has an option of tak- 
ing a cash payout of $170 million 
before taxes or get the entire 
jackpot in 30 payments over 29 
years. 
Super Serve clerk Aaron 

Gillispie said the store was in a 
frenzy Thursday. 

“It's a mad house,” he said in 
an Associated Press Radio inter- 
view. “Every camera crew, every 
news crew, every person that has 
anything to do with anything 
wants to talk to us.” 
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Published each Sunday morning and 

ber USPS611-520. . 
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WAL-MART DONATION — Wal-Mart made a contribution to Meals on Wheels and the Food 
Cupboard on Monday. RJ. Youngclaus, manager, is left, and Charly Mann, assistant manager, 
is right. Others from left are Valerie Drum, representing Meals on Wheels, Marie Armstrong 
and Mabel Covey, representing the Food Cupboard. (Staff Photo by Jo Ann Nunley) 

4.5 million people... 

Health awareness: Alzheimer’s disease 
Today in the U.S., approxi- 

mately 4.5 million people are 
living with Alzheimer's — a 
debilitating disease that robs 
people of their memory — and 
70 percent of these people live 
with their caregiver. 

After 65 years old, it is esti- 
mated that one in 10 Americans 
are afflicted with Alzheimer’s, 
but after the age of 85, the inci- 
dence rate jumps dramatically 
to 50 percent. 

“First I cried and then I took 
control,” said Mary P, who has 
been caring for her mother" 
with Alzheimer’s for the last 
five years. 
Her sentiment is shared by 

thousands of caregivers across 
the country. 
As part of taking control, 

Mary P. sought out information 
about a clinical research study. 

“] wanted to get Mom into 
possible treatment and I want- 
ed information and support for 
myself,” said Mary P, who 
enrolled her mother in a clini- 
cal research study. “It’s an 
added benefit to know that you 

Bridge 
By Phillip Alder 

12-26-02 

uth 

AKJ3 

QJ64 

AKQ 

K9 

Dealer: West 
Vulnerable: North-South 

West North East South 
1d Pass 10 

Dbl. 2d 246 Pass 
3NT Pass Pass 

Opening lead: & 5 

Thursday, Dec. 26, 2002 

The fear is 
exaggerated 

‘By Phillip Alder 
You have king-empty-doubleton 

or king-empty-third in a suit bid on 
your left. How often is that king 
worthless? 

In my experience, the king car- 
ries its full weight more often than 
not. Sometimes your left-hand 
opponent doesn’t have the ace; 
occasionally your partner has the 

* queen. 
This deal occurred during the 

Timely Finance Co. 
*+Pay Phone Bill Here** “We Are Online!” 
Sys ONLY AUTHORIZED Payment Centerl 

ayments Pos 

are helping others, too.” 
Physicians across the U.S. 

are involved in a clinical 
research study designed to 
determine the effectiveness of 
an investigational medication 
for the treatment of the more 
advanced stages of Alzheimer’s 
disease. i 
To move this research for- 

ward, many Alzheimer’s 
patients and their caregivers 
are needed to volunteer for this 
clinical study. 
To qualify, the person must 

be in the more advanced stages 
of Alzheimer’s disease, living at 
home or in an assisted-living 
facility. They must be 50 years 
or older and have a diagnosis of 
Alzheimer’s and have not taken 
medications for Alzheimer’s in 
the past three months. The 
study also requires the support 
of a caregiver who is willing to 
accompany the Alzheimer's 
patient to each visit. 

Clinical studies offer some 
benefits, such as study-related 
medical tests, medical care, lab 
work and close monitoring at 

Forbo Team Tournament, held 
last February in the Netherlands. 
At both tables in a match 

between Italy and the host nation, 
East made that crazy one-diamond 
response, hoping to talk vulnera- 
ble opponents out of game. 

For Italy, Alfredo Versace 
(North) bid a voluntary two 
spades, but Lorenzo Lauria (South) 
didn’t raise despite his A-K-J-3. 

In three no-trump, Lauria, after 
winning the first trick with 
dummy’s club queen and assuming 
that West had all the missing 
points, started by cashing the ace- 
king of spades. When the queen 
dropped, South played off his three 
top diamonds. Bingo! They broke 
3-3, so Lauria took the spade jack, 
entered dummy with a spade, and 
cashed the diamond eight for his 
ninth trick. 
At the other table, the Dutch 

North passed over West's two-club 
rebid. Then, when South doubled a 
second time, North bid two spades. 
Now South continued with two no- 
trump, again not supporting 
spades. North, who had promised 
nothing, raised to three no-trump. 
The Dutch declarer, after win- 

ning with the club queen, played a 
heart to his queen. West won with 
the ace and ran off five club tricks 
for two down. 
Both Souths were trying to pro- 

tect their club king, but notice that . 
four spades is laydown, the club 
king being safe. 

Copyright 2002, Newspaper 

Enterprise Assn. 

d nstantly** 

Ta. hn 573.9335 

no cost. If you or someone you 
know is caring for a person with 
advanced Alzheimer’s, consider 
calling for more information. 
The need for patients is great 

and patients can make a differ 
ence. Call toll free 1-877-336- 
8167 or visit MemoryLossStud- 
ies.com. 
A nationwide clinical 

research trial seeks 
Alzheimer’s patients and their 
caregivers. 
The clinical study is available 

to people in the Alabama, Ari- 
zona, California, Colorado, Con- 
necticut, Florida, Georgia, Illi- 
nois, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Maryland, Nevada, 

p.m. New Jersey, New York, North ABCL Open Pairs Dupli- 

cate Bridge; Snyder Country 
Club; 1:30 p.m. 
Cornelius-Dodson House; 

Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Ore- 
gon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, 
Texas, Virginia Washington and 
Wisconsin. 
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Looking for a better way to 
drop those holiday pounds with- 
out starving yourself? Here are 
10 unusual New Years resolu 
tions for diet hoppers and yo-yo 
dieters from weightloss coach 
Linda Spangle, RN,MA, author of 
Life is Hard, Food is Easy 
Spangle says you will lose 

weight and keep it off forever 
once you stop blaming the food 
you eat or your willpower, and 
focus instead on why you eat. 

Spangle, a leading authority on 
the psychological aspects of eat- 
ing, is founder and director of 
Winner for Life Inc., a Denver- 
based weight management pro- 
gram specializing in emotional 
eating. Serving as a referral 
source for more than 350 physi- 
cians, her clinic has a success 
rate that far exceeds the national 
average. 
“In the book, Spangle shows 
how we ail engage in non-hunger 
eating at one time or another, and 
use food to deal with boredom, 
stress and other emotions. She 
presents her successful five-step 
program that addresses the 
underlying eating behaviors and 
emotional issues most dieters 
ignore. 

If your resolutions for 2003 
include “Start New Diet, Lose 
Weight,” Spangle suggests your 
commit to the following instead: 

1. Eat when hungry, stop 
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Weight-loss resolutions don’t work 
when full. Too hard? You are not 
alone. Try the next one. . 

2. Whenever you have a food 
thought or craving, ask yourself, 
Am I physically hungry? 

3. If you are not physically. 
hungry, ask yourself what you 
really want. Will food fix it? 

4. Make a list of what you need 
in your life. Begin to address 
these needs and food will lose its 
power. 

5. Figure out how foods got 
linked to emotions in your life. 
Write down childhood memories 
and associations about eating and 
your favorite foods. This will be 
an eye-opener. 

6. When you eat, eat very, very 
slowly: Set a timer for 20 minutes, 
and make your meal last that 
long. Even if it is just one cookie. 
Savor every single bite. Appreci- 
ate food to the fullest. 

7. Keep a list of activities 
handy, such as drinking ice 
water, stretching, walking or call- 
ing a friend, that you can do the 
instant you want food for a reason 
other than hunger. 

8. Ask yourself what is causing 
you to give up, cheat, slip or lose 
motivation. Dig deeply until you 
get to that very last excuse, then 
work on changing it. 

9. Eat regular meals and 
snacks to avoid getting too hun- 
gry or overeating at night. 

10. Identify the people and sit- 

Community Calendar 
THURSDAY 

AA Big Book Study; closed 
meeting; contact numbers 
are 574-8015, 574-1292 or 
573-1141; 7 p.m. 

FRIDAY 
Free blood pressure clin- 

ics; Senior Citizens Center; 
9:30 to 11 a.m. 
Blood pressures will be 

taken at Cogdell Hospital 
Home Health Services, 1800 
Cogdell Blvd., Suite B; 1-2 

SWEETWATER & BIG SPRING 

open -by appointment, call 
573-0538 or 573-0770. 
Scurry County AA closed 

meeting; Park Club at Win- 
ston Park; for information call 
574-1292 or 573-9458; 8 p.m. 
Al-Anon open meeting; 

Park Club; 573-3733, 573-2101 
or 5731141; 8 p.m. 

: SATURDAY 
NA-Just For Today open 

meeting; Park Club; for infor- 
mation call 573-1438; 7 p.m. 

- SUNDAY 
Scurry County AA open 

meeting: Park Club in Win- 
ston Park; for information call 
574-1292 or 573-9458; 10 a.m. 

Where else? 
_ Home appliances, electronics, hardware, lawn & garden, tools 

Was 749.99 

#11417 Reg. 130.99 WN 
All Cordless Drills On Sale* 

BIG SPRING: 1801 East FM 700-C8, Bi 
Owner. Jody & Tom Swrrey 

Sale prices in effect December 26th-28th 
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0% financing until January: 2004 = 
on all home appliances over #399 > 
Whonyou uso your Scars card’, A 

dr SE Blog Ln TT Sas 2.43 Thu Lie & HSE WT Te wd SA 

sale 

Upper-body 
workout. 2.5-HP motor, 
#29325 Reg. 799.99 Pures 30me sembly 

SWEETWATER 604 oy pote, Sn Sweetwater, TX, Phone: 915-235-8099, 

uations in your life that stress you 
out. Pounds will drop and self- 
esteem will rise as you begin to 
deal with these. 
Remember resolution number 

1? Your ultimate goal for 2003 is 
to end non-hunger, or emotional 
eating. “Once you learn to sepa- 
rate eating and food from how 
you cope with life,” says Spangle, 
“losing weight on any sensible 
diet is easy.” 

AND THE WINNER IS — 
Samantha Bloom, 7, stands 
with golf coach Ricky Hunter 
in front of the 52” television 
she won from the Snyder 
Junior Golf Association. Dona- 
tions were accepted for a 
chance to win the big screen 
TV, ‘and the SJIGA raised 
$1,502 from the donations. 
(SDN Staff Photo) 

Births 

Carrie Pharris and Junior Ville- 
gas of Snyder announce the birth 
of their daughter, Krisy Eve Ville- 
gas, at 8:02 am. on Dec. 24 at 
Cogdell Memorial Hospital. Krisy 
Eve weighed seven pounds, seven 
ounces and was also welcomed by 
a sister, Victoria Villegas. 

Paternal grandparents are 
Richard and Marie Munden of 
Riverside, Tex. Maternal grand- 
parents are Johnny and Claudette 
Fuentez of Snyder. 
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Mem... T think GirisTmasy 
1S yosT the BEST 
Season of the Year. 

You kiow ChrisTmastime 
IS 8 MAGICAL time... ! _MoneX disappears... 

TN WINDSIGHT, T WONDER) 
¥ SHE WOULDVE ‘REFERRED THE STRETCH PANTS... 

& 

1 WAS WORRIED AFTER LAST YEARS | T WROTE A LONG UIST. 
FIASCO WITH THE "ELECTRO-DEPILATORY, | AD WEIHED THE MERITS 
$O T SPENT EXTRA TIME TRYING TO | OF EACH ITEM SLOWLY 

| THINK OF SOMETHING YOU'D LIKE... \ ELIMINATING AND... 

oe, 

You know CHrisTmastime Mom. . Tt think Crista) .. When 3LL Your 

1S gost the BEST > : IS 3 MAGICAL time... , : mMoneY disappears... 

season of the Year. 

ALLEY OOP ® by Dave Graue & Jack Bender 
IT IS TRULY AN g 

TO BE ABLE . 
SPEND CHRISTMAS WITH JI”, 
MY ANCES 

pi Ses if 

\ WOW WAS CHRISTMAS MOM TOLD DAD SHE 
Gl YOUR HOUSE, ELMO? |. | DION'T WANT ANY 

| EXPENSIVE GIFTS... 
‘| 50 HE DION'T BUY 

THE GRIZZWELLS ® by Bill Schorr 

WHERE} THEY'RE TRYING 

MAKING A CHRISTMAS FEAST 
FOR UST 3 PeofLe 
LOT OF WORK, BUT T THINK 

IT WAS WORTH \T.- 

LEFTONERS FOR DAYS 

© 
20
02
 b
y 
NE
A.
 I

nc
. 
w
w
w
 c
o
m
e
c
s
 

co
m 
[
2
-
2
6
 

(J 

©
 2
00
2 
by
 N
EA
, 

In
c.
 

NEA Crossword Puzzle 
ACROSS sensation 

44 One, to Helmut Answer to Previous Puzzle 
1 Mountai * 46 irrel food 

ooh 8 Cr or HIK-carton A 

11 Si h 2 wds. 
pare gg Sam 2wde) TEIMIB|A RIKI LIE|S[SIE] 

12 Dark red 56 A [BIOIAISEYE Ld 
13 Rations 57 Good judgment Be aria 
14 Changes, asa $58 — out 

law (discontinue) Z 

bo Piaid DOWN 118] 16 Plaid wearers 
17 Chase away 
19 Sushi fish 1 Ch 3 L 3 
23 Cram ® 2 Earthen jar = HE ° 

26 Table extender 3 Designer 
28 Super Bowl roar label name - [LIE] hd n 
29 Cheated a bit 4 Register for I a HE 

se 
S[L 
K 
SILIE] - 
KIE|D] 
[1N]S] 

31 Hazard § “= Girlg” 33 Puton gud 6 Nursery word  |U[N/BJO[L] 
34 Added 7 Dunne of tilms H J 7 Dunne of A T T DENNIS THE MENACE ® by Hank Ketcham 

cinnamon “Wol n" - 
35 Good disguise Chaney 16 Stage prompt 22 Lean-to Eh \ SALERRO ro) 
36 Willow or birch 9 Gesture 18 Prehistoric ‘23 Actress — SARL SH \ ze) “ " 
39 Balloon filler 10 Naval off. 20 Feminist — Christie is IN, SAS BRT Do you want to drive now? 
40 Note'enonce 11 Marvy Jong 24 Maxim j : = - = 
42 Prickly 12 Where Vallettais 21 Narrow streets 25 Dugout VIP 4 == _— 27 Dandy KIT ‘N’ CARLYLE ® by Larry Wright 

y| Call for answers ® Tauch-tone or rotary phane 29 Spotted >, Q) : 
? gee per minute (900) 226-4344 code 000 animal () — 30 CPR giver é ! 

ERS 

op lca 
SURE SANTA DIDNT 
CK INTHE CHIMNEY. 

| Ki 

wt 4 ¥- 

The accola 
come in for t 
gridders. 

Six Tigers 
the Lubboc 

Murphrey 

ry and nam 
District first 
adds this aw 
All-District f 

NEW YORK ¢ 
market isn’t jus 
anymore. Just 
free agents. 

In a sport wi 
skyrocketed < 
except for the 
and the fallout 
strike — play 
prices stagnate, 
Alex Rodrigue 
record $252 mil 
tract with the T 
December 2000 

“It comes as 
for a variety of r 
some kind of a | 
agent Tom Rei 
day, 50 days be 
spring training. 
Among the 1 

filed for free a 
the World Se 
agreed to new 
of last year’s pa 
Day (50 of 154) 
years ago (75 of 

Here's the tel 
players have go 
million or more 
25 last year an 
ago. Only six p 
ten $20 million 
from nine last 
below the 15 at’ 
ing the 2000 sez 

CQ 
C= 

Griese to sit 
DENVER (AP, 

with the Denver 
zona even if his: 
: Broncos coach 
the Cardinals on 

Holmes out 
KANSAS CITY 

regular-season f 
Holmes is just 

record of 26. 

Woodson ha 
ALAMEDA, Ca 

surgery to repai 
season finale ag: 

- Sanders wo 
NEW YORK ( 

the Oakland Rai 
. ~The San Dieg 
were awarded tt 
He will not pla 

on its reserve-re 

NEW YORK ( 
-Sox in the race t



the Cardinals on Sunday as Denver clings to slim playoff hopes quarter. men, led by sophomore receiver 00 0000000000060 0O0O0 

The 5foet9, 150-pound Hnida Craig Bragg. ° B L ° 
‘Holmes out for Chiefs’ finale ® ° 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — — Priest Holmes i is out for Kansas City’s . . 

regular-season e against Oakland on Saturday. 1 1ati F AX 
cord or 2 is just two touchdowns away from the NFL single-season National Basketball Association . . 

record of 26. EASTERN CONFERENCE Pacific Division ° S = RV C E ° 

Woodson has surgery WL Pot GB Sacramento 2 8 78 — 14 ® 
. —_ i k ® ALAMEDA, Calif. (AP) — Raiders cornerback Charles Woodson had besn™ ® 10 69 1w Potan i 1 osm 8 : . 

surgery to repair on right fibula and will miss the regular Fiowe 18 0 £8 4 sem fe ps . FaxNumber 
« season e against Kansas City. Washington 12 15 444 7 LA Lakers 11 18 379 10% ° ° 

New York 8 16 333 9% Golden State 9 18 338 1% 573-0044 
Miami "9 19 321 10% /- : ° oe ; 

© Sanders won’t play for Raiders — or anyone else Mm ConratDNision ~~ 10 Wednesday's Games e Sending: $1.95 First Page 
NEW YORK (AP) — Deion Sanders will not become a member of an, 20 8 714 — rar pla Boston 81 PY $1 Th ft ° 

the Oakland Raiders. Nor will he return tothe NFL this season. Detrot 18. 9 £67 ] Sacramento at LA. Lakers 8:30 pm. . is o ° 

The San Diego Chargers, one of five teams to put in claims, New Orleans oe Thursday's Gam eo Receiving: 75 er Page eo 
" were awarded the former AlMPro cornerback. Marta " 18 407 ave Dates at New Oras. 730m. ® 9 ¢ g oe 
SR EL oben ER Chicago: ' i 2% i riders Games 00000000000 0OCOCOCEOS 

reserveretired ashingto * Cleveland . Indiana at Cleveland, p.m. 

which released him Monday. : Ce WESTERN CONFERENCE San Antonio at Atianta, 7:30 p.m. 

REE Erg Sea drek A CT CST TT WL ret GB rr amo ppm. Co 
Yankees to sign Cuban d tor , oe Dales ‘23 4 82 — Méwakes at New Jersey. 8 pm Snyder Dally News 
+ NEW YORK (AP). ~The New ies Boston Red Houson. ,15 12°58 8 Mirmeson sl Ccaga, 20pm 3600 College Ave. 

x in the race to sign Cuban tr Jose ntreras, reaching a pre. ire Coe Clippers at Phoenix, § p.m. 573-5486 
iv4tminaty agreement with the right hander; . ghar “Memon NI ‘278: 1 , Tororo t Gokden Sa, 1030 pm. = RE 

I cg y Pa viv ) Ek i 

The Snyder (Tex.) Daily News Thu., Dec. 26, 2002 5 

The accolades continue to 
come in for the 2002 Snyder 
gridders. 

ry and named to 3-3A All- 
District first team. Mendoza 
adds this award to his 3-3A 
All-District first team hon- 

Tigers claim 
All-South Plains team 

ors. 
The inclusion of Montoya 
corrects his curious omis- 

12 pass breakups. 
Seniors Chris Sorrells and 

Michael Murphrey — both 
6'3” — book-ended the Sny- 

spots on 

der defensive line, with Sor- 
rells recording 29 stops, 
three sacks, forcing four 

Clay Williams, a standout on 
both sides of the ball, earned 
honorable mention as a 
defensive back. 

Sacramento humbles 
reeling Lakers, 105-99 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — 

Sacramento Kings are the new 
rulers of California — at least for 
now. 

assists, but shot just 80f-19 and 
made 2-of-8 after halftilne — 
both after the outcome had been 
decided. 

Bear market for baseball free agents 
NEW YORK (AP) — The bear 

market isn’t just on Wall Street 
anymore. Just ask baseballs 
free agents. 

In a sport where prices have 
skyrocketed since 1976 — 
except for the collusion years 
and the fallout of the’ 1994-95 
strike — players have seen 
prices stagnate, then drop since 
Alex Rodriguez signed his 
record $252 million, 10-year con- 
tract with the Texas Rangers in 
December 2000. 

“It comes as no surprise, and 
for a variety of reasons, that it is 
some kind of a buyer’s market,” 
agent Tom Reich said Wednes- 
day, 50 days before the start of 
spring training. 
Among the 157 players who 

filed for free agency following 
the World Series, 61 have 
agreed to new contracts, ahead 
of last year’s pace on Christmas 
Day (50 of 154) but behind two 

And among the stars? 
Jim Thome is the only player 

to top $40 million, agreeing to an 
$85 million, six-year contract 
with Philadelphia. Last year, 
New York Yankees first base- 
man Jason Giambi ($120 million 
for seven years) and Texas pitch- 
er Chan He Park ($65 million for 
five years) topped that level. 

d in 2000, one of the most 
talented free-agent classes ever, 
seven players were over mil- 
lion, a group that included 
Rodriguez, Manny Ramirez 
(5160 million for eight years), 
Mike Hampton ($121 million for 
eight years), Mike Mussina 
($88.5 million for six years), Dar- 
ren Dreifort ($55 million for five 
years), Denny Neagle ($51 mil- 
lion for five years) and Kevin 
Appier ($42 million for four 
years). 

“There's a heightened aware- 
ness on the part of teams about 

as a whole.” 
Tom Glavine, a two-time Cy 

Young Award winner, wanted a 
guaranteed four-year deal but 
settled for $35 million over three 
years from the New York Mets. 
Jeff Kent, the 2000 NL MVP, got 

$18.2 million over two years with 
Houston. 
No teams publicly pursued 

Greg Maddux, a four-time Cy 
Young winner, and he accepted 
"Atlanta’s offer of salary arbitra- 
tion. 

UCLA pounds New 
Mexico; first woman 
plays Div. 1-A football 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — UCLA 

spoiled Katie Hnida’s historic 
moment, and gave the Bruins’ 
new coach something to build on. 

Hnida became the first woman 
to play in a Division I-A game 
Wednesday, kicking an extra 
point that was blocked in New 
Mexico's 27-13 loss to UCLA in 

was on the Colorado roster in 
1999 and suited up for the Buf 
faloes in the Insight.com Bowl 
She walked on to the New Mexi- 
co team before this season. 
“The only way that I've been 

able to handle this so well is 
because of the program that | am 
in,” Hnida said. “The players and 

Kobe Bryant also had 27 
points for the Lakers along with 
15 rebounds and six assists, but 
he made only 7 of 24 shots and 

River Walk. 
Starting senior linebacker 

Drew Wahlroos and freshman 
defensive tackle Will Down were 

Webber skipped downcourt after 
making a jumper with 2:12 left, 
giving the Kings an eight-point 
lead that proved insurmountable. 

Six Tigers were named to sion from the All-District fumbles and recovering one. Peja Stojakovic equaled a sea- went 2-for-12 in the second half. The game was the first that 
the Lubbock Avalanche- team. . Murphrey | son high with 26 points, and The Lakers outrebounded the counted between the rivals since 

wee Journal's The senior had 59 tack- | Chris Webber had 25 points, 15 Kings 6142, but shot 36.7 per- the Lakers beat the Kings in the 
~ prestigious fullback les, four | rebounds and six assists as the cent to 46.3 percent for the Western Conference finals last 

-§ All-South rushed for sacks and | Kings beat the slumping three- Kings. June, winning the seventh and 
Plains team 721 yards three pass | time defending NBA champion Baskets by Jackson and Web- deciding game in overtime at 
3A football d and 10 deflections. | Los Angeles Lakers 10599 ber triggered a 10-2 run that Arco Arena. 
team, which touchdowns Senior Wednesday night. gave the Kings a 92-84 lead. It marked the third straight 
names the § in just eight quarterback Mike Bibby added 14 points, Bryant’s 3-pointer and a spring the Lakers eliminated the 
best players games. TJ. Jones | and Bobby Jackson had 11 for jumper by Derek Fisher drew Kings on their way to their three- 
An the On. { was named | the Kings (238), who won for the Lakers within three points peat. 
region in defense, jun- as an honor- | the 11th time in 14 games. with 3%. minutes to play, but ~~ The teams bickered through 
each classi- ior Villarreal able, men- The Kings learned after the that’s as close as they would get. the media during the offseason, 
fication. was an hon- tion, and game that Jackson, averaging Bryant committed a turnover with O'Neal saying in early Octo- 
Seniors orable men- junior offen- | 19.8 points per game, broke his that led to a basket by Jimmy ber he “wasn’t worried about the 

Josh Knox, tion on the sive lineman | left hand late in the gameinacol Jackson, making it 9589, and Sacramento Queens.” 

toya an efense, an rez, an hon- ackson, who wore a splint 
Josh Men- secured first orable men- oo, will be re in Buffalo players sent 
doza head- team All-Dis- ‘tion on the {| Thursday in Sacramento. - 
line the trict honors All-State The stumbling Lakers (11-19) : 
offense. wit our team, have lost four of five and are 8-10 h ft t 
Knox was intercep- earned the ] since O'Neal returned after miss- ome d cr arr €S S 

recognized tions, includ- same honor | ing the season's first 12 games 
in the All- ing one for a on the All- | while recuperating from surgery SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Col- “We've got to police ourselves.” 
State honor- touchdown, South Plains | on his right big toe. orado has sent home one of two Barnett said he had yet to 

~ Murphrey able men- three forced squad. O'Neal had 27 points, a season- football players arrested on pub- decide on whether to take disci- 
tion catego- fumbles and Senior high 17 rebounds and five lic intoxication charges along the plinary action. 

“I've always had a record of 
being very tough in these mat- 
ters,” the coach said, “and I'll 
probably follow that record.” 

arrested early Tuesday. The Buf- Wahlroos, a 6-foot-3, 230 
faloes are in San Antonio for the pounder from Poway, Calif., was 
Alamo Bowl. an honorable mention on the 

Wahlroos, 22, practiced with 
the’ Buffaloes later in the day 
Tuesday and was seen running 
extra wind sprints after the 
team’s afternoon. workout at 
Alamo Heights High School. But 
he ignored reporters as he 
boarded the team bus. 
The 6-3, 280-pound Down, who 

is from Escondido, Calif., also 
was charged with failure to iden- 
tify himself to police after the 2 
a.m. arrests Tuesday. 
Dave Plati, Colorado sports 

information director, said Down, 
18, was sent home later in the 
morning on Tuesday. 
“There were different, varying 

stages of what they did,” Plati 
said of why Down was sent home 
and Wahlroos remained with the 
team. Plati would not elaborate. 
Colorado coach Gary Barnett 

said Down and Wahlroos will be 
disciplined “within the program.” 
But he declined to comment . 
whether the punishments would 
resonate into Saturday's Alamo 

Associated Press All-Big 12 team 
this season. He was third in tack- 
les among Buffalo defensive play- 
ers with 85 and he had one inter- 
ception. 
Down did not play for Colorado 

during the regular season and 
was listed as inactive for the 
Alamo Bowl due to a back injury. 
Both players were released 

from custody about 8:20 a.m, 
according to the city magistrate’s 
office. They were both ordered to 
appear in city court to face 
charges on Jan. 7. 

Basketball 
Snyder National Bank's team 

took the men’s basketball league 
title Monday night, topping Amer- 
ican State Bank, 79-51, to close 
out the season. 
Gene Stroman paced the SNB 

crew with 18, while teammate 
Shane Christensen notched 17 

: ; ” Bowl against Wisconsin. Tote : 
ears ago (75 of 136). player compensation issues,” the Las Vegas Bowl. the coaches are absolutely phe- . wr points in the victory. 

d Here's the telling sign: Just 18 agent Jeff Moorad said. “Some of ~~ “I can replay in my mind seeing nomenal. This isn't common. It The coach said he was ] disap- Bryan Cave and Robby 
players have gotten deals for $5 that awareness comes from the that hand block the kick, and isn't going on anywhere else in pointed tha our ad sdidn’t show pyyestiss led the way for the ASB 
million or more total, down from new labor agreement, some of it * that’s going to be what I think the country.” isi ~contr oi t that will be squad, posting 16 points each. 
25 last year and 35 two years comes from I believe, better about before I go to bed tonight,” UCLA interim coach Ed Keziri- 1S 1s an incident that wi 

ago. Only six players have got- 
ten $20 million and higher, down 
from nine last year and way 
below the 15 at this point follow- 
ing the 2000 season. 

coaching and guidance from cen- 
tral baseball. For the first time in 
years, it seems teams have 
learned restraint, and some of 
which is positive for the industry 

Sports Briefs 

Hnida said of her low kick. 
Lobos coach Rocky Long 

defended his decision to use 
Hnida. 
“Katie is a valuable member of 

our team,” Long said. “I think it’s 
a very unusual situation, and 
she’s put in a position a lot of 
times that’s very uncomfortable. 
I made the decision before the 

- game that we were going to let 

an’s brief time. in the spotlight 
went much better than Hnida’s. 

Kezirian, UCLA’s director of 
academic services, filled in as 
coach after Bob Toledo was fired 
at the end of the regular season. 

“This game isn’t really about 
me, it’s about the players,” Kezir- 
an said.- 

Karl Dorrell, a former UCLA 
receiver and more recently an 

handled internally,” said Barnett. 
“The consequences will be kept 
internal as well.” 
Colorado offensive lineman 

Justin Bates said he expects 
Wabhlroos to play in the Alamo 
Bowl, adding the arrests likely 
will have a big impact on the way 
players spend the rest of their 
week. Barnett earlier said he 
wouldn't give his players a cur- 

SERVICE PRO 
ANTIFREEZE 

5) $32 
McCormick 

Marketing, Inc. : xtra point.” ; ; few until Thursday. 
Griese to sit against Cardinals beg Kick the firs « ha a mony- Bssistal Wi Ue Denver ror “It's a wake-up call,” said Bates.. | 2401 Ave.0 573.6365 

DENVER (AP) — Quarterback Brian Griese questioned his future tail, attempted the kick after the replace Toledo, but has not yet 
with the Denver Broncos after learning he will not start against Ari- [obos took a 6-3 lead on Desmar taken over the team. 
zona even if his sprained left knee is healthy. 
: Broncos coach Mike Shanahan said Steve Beuerlein will start against 

Fr POS FA + 

Black's 55yard interception 
return with 8:20 left in the first 

Dorrell is inheriting a team 
loaded with talented underclass 

_— a va =o. ve 



Service On All Major Home Appliances 
Part Sales 

ALL MAKES and MODELS 
Authorized Warranty Repairer 

17 Yrs Experience Locally Owned 

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

573-3458 « 573-2273 
Accepting All Major Credit Cards 

johnappl@nwol.net Insured 

HAIR RAZORS 
presents 

GINA JONES 
18 years experience 

* Perms « Color « Cuts % Highlights 

S Great Prices $§ 
573-0189 
2417 College Ave. 

KING CARDET 
Cleaning & Floor Coverings 

915-573-3032 
*Holiday Sale* 

All in stock flooring 
99¢ sq.ft. Tile 

Carpet starting @ $4.79 sq.yd. 
Vinyl starting @ $4.49 sq.yd. 
Come In & See Our 

Big Selection! 

Your Local 
Carpet Cleaning Specialist 

*Water, *Fire & *Smoke Damage 

4 Hour Emergenc vi 

573-2661 

Service 
*Ceramic Tile *Showers 

*Wood Floors *Carpet *Tile 
All type repairs & restretching. 

Joe Brown 573-2324 
Call for appointment. 

All Work Guaranteed! 

For All Of Your 
Advertising Needs 

Call 573-5486 

Business Hours: 
Monday-Friday 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE 

Tuesday through Friday 
4:00 p.m. prior day ) 

For Sunday & Monday . ~*~ 
3:00 p.m. Friday 

Snyder Daily News 
3600 College Ave. 

P.O. Box 949 
Snyder, Texas 79550 

CIEE Wed 

CARPET CLEANING 

Complete Floor Covering 

*Wall Tile * Tile Cabinet Tops | HOME IMPROVEMENT CO. | | HOME IMPROVEMENT CO. 

gCall} 517; 

TTI for5 days, get. Boge day FREE! 
(Bxeludiv Garage | Sales’ &: Disp 

Lig t FAT gO hea 

So EA puiibl ed ae tT APA CONSE 

I SNYDER DAILY 
: hd IRL RS 

ena ag 

EA haart ¥- 

Specializing in 
Briskets & Ribs 

Homemade Sauce 

We Do All Kinds 
Of Electrical Work 
New & Repairs - 

]FULLMOON, INC. 
eWeddings Anniversaries Roofing 
eReunions * Private Parties pe Jaro Conor Reser, nal 

- nsured * 
Call Kerry Clay Mobile 338-1227 $500,000 General Liability 
(915) 573-8349 
725-3533 (mobile) 

Big Sores Texas 
Dale Swigert 

= Stewart >= Ne clorage unl non aval Lee’s in downtown Hermleigh, 

Construction | « GREAT RATES J & K Rentals “No Job Too Small” = 
Residential } : * GREAT SERVICE 573-0859 

Remodeling & Repair | All Lines of Insurance | or come by 3609 W. Hay 180 
STEVE LEE 915/573-2700 | or more information. 

Snyder. Texas SE" Mobile 904 26th St. Snyder, TX 12x30 units & other sizes 
79549, 915/725-3165 | 573-8401 available in Snyder 

pele iui | North Ave. E 

(GERER Storage Buildings 

ier 10’ x 20° 
Property Auto e Life Insurance 

KUBENA INSURANCE AGENCY DAVID HOLT 

915-863-2754 573-3255 
Marsha Kubena, Agent 

SPARLIN fd 
CONSTRUCTION kz 

Welding 
Fabrication 
Fencing 

Metal Buildings 
Carpentry 
Painting 

Bud Sparlin 
574-2206 573-9752 

or 5754182 

2701 48th Si. 
Snyder, TX 

79549 

COVEY 
CONSTRUCTION 
& Floor Covering 

Carpet, Vinyl, Wood, Ceramic Tile 
Showroom samples may be 
viewed by appointment | Plumbing 

I 
Telephone has Bullard's 

= 915) 573-3085 | Internet Service 
Dell “white box” computers. 

Check our prices! 
Local support. Something 
new. Dell prices with no 

long waits on hold 
trying to get help! 

Construction 
) Remodeling, Roofing, Painting, Siding | 

Free Estimates On Any Job 

Cale 573-7745 or 338-6939 | 

Air Conditioning & Heating i 1311 College Ave. Jim Coventry 
Owner Vinyl Siding * Roofs Snyder, Texas 79549 

35 yrs. Experience Free Estimates } 

915-863-2219 
FRED GREEN Lic. TACLA0O3458E 

INSPIRATION 

® [ocal Storefront, 
New Computers, Repairs 

Upgrades, Software, 
Networking 

® [f you are our customer, we 
fix your Intemet problems 

for free 

Let Us 

Spotlight 
Your Business! 

The SDN | 
. : 3405 College Ave. Business Directory | For all of your 573-4801 

Gives You | advertising needs AT (I 
The Most Exposure | just call 573-5486 LCalljo0). 

For Your ir Advertsing 3 $$ [1 Mon — Fri. 8- 5:30 SLED 

DAYS 

SH] 

S| og 

86] {form 

For 
Classified Power 

Call 

57 3-5486 
Fax 573- 0044 

ME USINES, Ge 
ERROR 

Advertisers Should 
Check Their Ad - 

On The First Day of Insertion! 
The Snyder Daily News cannot be responsible 
for more than one incorrect insertion. Claims 
cannot be considered unless made within 
5 days from date of first publication. No 

established advertising account with The | 

Daiy News. 
The Publisher Is not responsible for copy 
omissions, typographical errors, or any 
unintentional emor that may occur further than 
10 correct it in the next issue after it is brought 
to his attention. 

speek, 
1 

15. words or. less Ll 
ok huts 

[ESA = © 
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Vehicles 

1997 Ford F350 crew cab, 
4-wheel drive, gasoline or 
propane. Excellent condition. 
New motor & clutch. Will whole- 
sale. 915-737-2403 or 338-4949. 

Business 
Opportunity 

FOR SALE 
Established Klassy Kids clothing 
store, $10,000. This includes all 
merchandise, fixtures and name. 

1912 37th St. 
574-5437 or 573-4782 

Successful business in Snyder & 
surrounding area. $110,000 for 

equipment & inventory. 
Interested parties write to: 

Business For Sale 
PO. Box 949 A 
Snyder, TX 79550 

Business Services 

A COMPUTER PROBLEM? 
“Don’t Unplug, we come to you.” 

Repair, Upgrades, 
Networking, Tutoring, etc. 

Fast Track Computer Service 

573-8995 

Chimney Cleaning & Repairs 
Walter Banks or Darrell Craig 

573-4736 573-2472 
Leave Message 

HANDYMAN 
Can fix anything, inside or out. 
Painting, cut trees, haul, yard work. 

573-3894 725-2151 

Tilling-Leveling 
Front-end loader,Walk-behind 
tiller, Tractor tiller, Small acreage 
plowed. 915-573-8264 

Employment 

Dishwasher needed at 
Kerry’s Pit & Grill. 

Apply in person, 711 N. Ave. X. 
*No phone calls please.* 

is now taking applications for 
LVN's. All shifts, part-time, and 
full-time. We offer a competitive 
benefits package & pay 2/3 of 
health insurance. Call Vicky, 
Darla, or Kellie at 573-9377 or 
come by & apply in person at 210 
37th St. 

Snyder roofer needed to 
barter for roofing job out of 
town. Call 915-683-9217, leave 
message. ’ 

TITLE SECRETARY 
Local Title Insurance Company 
needs secretary for preparation 
of title policies, real estate clos- 
ings, general secretarial duties. 
Title company experience pre- 
ferred. Please send resume to: 

Title Secretary 
P.O. Box 69 
Snyder, TX 79550 

. or call 915-573-8558 

ATTN: SNYDER 
Postal positions. Clerks/carri- 
ers/sorters. No exp. required. 

- Benefits. For exam, salary, and 
testing information call 
(630)393-3032 ext. 2158 ° 
8a.m. - 8p.m. 7 days. . 

F armer’'s Column 

HAY FOR SALE 
Round Grass & #2 Alfalfa 
Square-Wheat or Sudan . 

- Ross Preston 
573-1217 . 7259444 

Recreational 
Vehicles . |, 

“1986 21’ Dolphin RV; Mint", . 
= | = condition.’ 17,900 actual miles; BR 1bath with 

{ x 1ton Toyota c chassis. - For ap-i' 

Merchandise 

CONVALESCENT NEEDS 
Wheel Chairs, Walkers, Canes, 
Home Blood Pressure Kits, etc. 

Sales & Rentals 
3706 College 573-7582 

Firewood Delivered 
Mesquite & split oak. 

573-1535, leave message. 

FIREWOOD!! Mesquite! 
Local cutter. Part seasoned. 
247-227-207-18”. Some split. 
Delivered. 573-1216 

GUARANTEED 
USED APPLIANCES 

Washers, Dryers, Refrigerators, 
Ranges & Freezers 

WESTERN AUTO 2510 Ave. R 

Large shelled pecans for sale. 
Great for the holidays and gift 
giving. 915-573-2505 

Newspaper End Rolls 
$1.00 & Up 

Call 573-5486 or come by 
Snyder Daily News today! 

Dogs. Pets, Etc. 

Great Pyrenees puppies for 
sale. Out of working parents. 
Call 728-2825, Colorado City. 

Precious Christinas puppies. 
Miniature Dachshunds, shots. 

573-4448 

Garage Sales 

GARAGE SALE 
The Association for Retarded 
Citizens will close Dec. 24th 
& will reopen Jan. 7th. 

For local pickups on items call 
573-6310, 573-5374 or 573-3729. 
Merry Christmas & Happy New 
Year to our donators & customers. 

A partments 
r Rent 

2 bedroom apartment available 
in clean, quiet, 16-unit complex. 
Locally owned. 573-0340 or 
5754934 

Furnished 1 bedroom apart- 
ment for rent. Nice & clean. 
Located in Hermleigh. Call 
863-2700. 

Fieldcrest 
Apartments 
Under New Ownership 

1 bedroom/1 bath - $290 
(very big bedroom 

2 bedroom/1+ bath - $310 
*We pay water 
"*You pay electricity 
*$100 security deposit 
*No application fee 

700 E. 37th 
(across from coliseum) 

573-3519 

573-1488 
Quality Living At An 

Affordasle £ Price 

*2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, living 
. room. 1202 26th St. $350/mo., 
& $200/den soe Creare SU A 

573-2818" SE 

ort 
38th; Call 573445. 

efor 
rent, fenced back. arg, 2807 

. 
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Real 

OWNER W 
2-1 home. 

Low down pa; 
monthly. 

BY € 
CONSERVATT 

" RARY STYLE, 
MORE FOR 
5603 CEDA 

573 

OWNER W 
3 bedroom, 1b 
w/ patio, bric 

2803 38th 

Stock Farm 146 
REDUCED! 2510 Tow 

Mobile Home Site w 
5 Business Shoppirx 
2 Living Areas, 3- 
Nice Storm Cellar 3 
Good Roor Plan 3-1 
1.89 Acres 2-1-2cp S 
80 acres 5 mi. SE 
office + shop & out 
20 Acres 4-1%:-2 
Stonewall Co. 1,3 
tion. Water well + 

quail, turkey & hogs 

We Will Wo 
We Nee 

Doris Spikes. 

DON'T | 
HUNT V 
TO BAC 

READ AND USE 

FOR ON-TARGE 

ARE RIGHT iN SIG 
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Decemb 

AUTO) 
1-8300-CHARITY! D 
directly 10 the onginal, 
ity Cars 100% charin; 
fundraiser. 1-800 CHA 
www BOChanty cars org 

© BUSINESS C 
$1. 00 STORES. co 

$45.900. Sc¢e our sh 

1-800-829-2915. Doll 

- DRIVER 
DRIVER - COMPA! 

No NYC - Super Re 
Pay for experience: | 
82 cpm Contraclors. 

Transportation. 

DRIV ER-COVENAN 
experienced teams, s 

- Solos/Teams 83 cen 

experienced teams to 

1-888-MORE-PAY (1. 

DRIVERS-NO EXPE 
TDL training available. 
"portation provided. Tui 
bonus. OTR, regional. 
“Transportation, 1-8(00-2: 

DRIVERS - OWNER/ 
own truck? Looking fc 

has the tools/freight tor 

DRIVERS - OWNER 
loaded or empty. Plate 

- and tolls paid. Lots of n 
National Freight, 1-800-
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ALWAYS A 
WINNER 

Real Estate 

OWNER WILL FINANCE 
2-1 home. Nice & clean. 

Low down payment. $200-8250 
monthly. 806-790-0827 

BY OWNER 
CONSERVATIVE, CONTEMPO- 

" RARY STYLE. IMMACULATE! 
MORE FOR YOUR MONEY 
5603 CEDAR CREEK DR. 

573-9780 

OWNER WILL FINANCE 
3 bedroom, 1 bath, 1 car garage, 

w/patio, brick home, CH/A. 
2803 38th 806-790-0827 

i 573-657) 20d 573.3452 4 
Comer 3-1%-2 + RV shed + shop & other 
Gorgeous Home 1986 Sq. Ft. on 12 + Acres 
Lrg Home Nice neighborhood 51% .$59.5T 
Shop Bidg. + 3 Lots 407 College & 2-1 Memil 
Stock Farm 146 Acres Near Dermott 
REDUCED! 2510 Towle Park Rd 3-2-2cp, 1Acre 
Mobile Home Site w/Prvacy Fence 807 16h St 
5 Business Shopping Complex 606 Coliseum 
2 Living Areas, 3-1%-1+2¢p....2111 43rd 
Nice Storm Cellar 3-2-2cp 314 36th $37.57 
Good Roor Plan 3-1¥:-2 4006 Jadksboro $5497 
1.89 Acres 2-1-2cp South of Hermleigh. ... $20T 
80 acres 5 mi. SE of Hermleigh, 3-2-2 + 
office + shop & out building 
20 Acres 4-1%:-2 Beautiful Pool & Yard 
Stonewall Co. 1,315 acre cattle opera- 
tion. Water well + 6 earth tanks. Deer, 

We Will Work For YOU! 
We Need Listings 

Doris Spikes.........573-6602 

DON'T HAVE TO 
HUNT VERY FAR 
TO BAG A BUY! 

READ AND USE THE CLASSIFIEDS 

FOR ON-TARGET BARGAINS THAT 

ARE RIGHT IN SIGHT. 

‘Snyder Daily News 
Classified Ads 
573-5486 

’ 

and don 
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Jobless rate shows sharp decline 
WASHINGTON (AP) — New 

claims for unemployment bene 
fits plunged last week by the 
largest amount in more than a 
year, offering a dose of encour- 
aging news for a job market that 
has stayed sluggish this year as 
companies cope with an uneven 
economic recovery. 
The Labor Department re- 

ported today that new claims for 
jobless benefits fell by a season- 
ally adjusted 60,000 to 378,000 
for the work week ending Dec. 
21. 
The drop — the largest de 

cline since Oct. 6, 2001, when 
claims fell by the same amount 
— left claims at their lowest lev- 
el since Nov. 30. 

Still, a Labor Department ana- 

Millions 

WASHINGTON (AP) — De 
spite suffering from chronic lung 
and other ailments, millions of 
Americans ignore warnings from 
their physicians and continue 
smoking. 
A study by the federal Agency 

for Healthcare Research and 
Quality found that nearly 38 per- 
cent of people with the chronic 
lung disease emphysema still 
smoke, as do almost 25 percent of 
those with asthma. 
And the agency said Tuesday 

that the patients continued smok- 
ing even though at least 60 per- 
cent of them said they had been 
told by a doctor to stop within the 
last year. 
The federal Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention reports 
that about 15 million Americans 
suffer from asthma. The Amen- 
can Lung Association estimates 
the number may be as high as 
17.7 million, with an additional 2.8 
million suffering from emphyse- 
ma. 
The agency’s Dr. Steven B. Co- 

hen said the data will allow re- 
searchers to detect trends and de- 
termine whether people with 
chronic illnesses continue to 
smoke in large numbers in com- 
ing years. AHRQ is the govern 

lyst said that claims can swing 
widely — in either direction — 
during the holiday season. Pri 
vate economists say difficulties 
‘adjusting for seasonal factors 
can distort the weekly claims 
figures this time of year. 
The more-stable- four-week 

moving average of new claims 
edged up last week, rising by 
2,500 to 404,500, the highest lev- 
el since the week ending Oct. 19. 
For two weeks straight, the 

four-week moving average has 
been above the 400,000 mark — 
a level associated with a lacklus- 
ter job market. But before that, 
claims hovered below the 
400,000 level for four weeks in a 
row. 
Even with weekly jobless ben- 

efit claims figures bouncing 
around, many economists be- 
lieve that the worst of the layoffs 
seen earlier this year are over. 
However, economists say even 

if companies reduce the speed at 
which they lay off workers, they 
won't be in a rush to hire. That 
means the nation’s unemploy- 
ment rate — now at 6 percent — 
will probably stay in the range 
for months to come, economists 
say. 
Companies are wary of mak- 

ing big commitments in capital 
investment and in hiring people, 
forces that are putting the 
biggest strain on the economic 
recovery. Companies are reluc- 
tant to make such investments 
because profits, which took a hit 

ignore warnings 
’t stop smoking 
ment’s lead agency for research 
on health care quality, costs, out- 
comes and patient safety. 

“We're trying to assess the indi- 
viduals who are current smokers 
and get a sense of whether, in the 
past 12 months, they have been 
advised to quit,” Cohen said. 
The findings were no surprise 

to Dr. Norman H. Edelman. “We 
see people like that all the time,” 

. the Long Island physician said. 
“What it points out is nicotine is 

a true addiction, just like being ad- 
dicted to heroin or cocaine or oth- 
er narcotics. You are perfectly 
aware of deleterious effects but 
it's hard to break an addiction,” 
said Edelman, who teaches at the 
State University of New York at 
Stony Brook. 
The findings, part of a statistical 

brief on smoking, were issued 
without discussion by the Health 
and Human Services agency. 
The report also noted that 20 

percent of people with high blood 
pressure or heart problems con- 
tinue to smoke, as do 18.5 percent 
of peuple with diabetes, diseases 
that affect millions more Ameri: 
cans. : 
Cohen said that the overall sta- 

tistics on the number of adults 
who smoke are similar to other 

studies, but those studies haven't 
looked specifically at people with 
chronic illnesses. 
Edelman, who serves as a 

spokesman for the American Lung 
Association, said that in addition to 
the problems of quitting smoking, 
some people who develop disease 
take the attitude that the damage 
is already done so they may as well 
continue to enjoy cigarettes. . 

But, he stressed, research has 
shown that it’s always beneficial to 
stop smoking. 

“Physicians have to be much 
more active in helping people 
quit,” he said. “They have to rec- 
ommend programs, they have to 
monitor programs, make sure pa- 
tients are using pharmaceutical 
aids to quit. In general, we believe 
physicians should play a more ac- 
tive role” in helping people quit. 
The new findings are based on a 

self-administered questionnaire 
given to 15,661 adults in late 2000 
and early 2001 as part of an effort 
to evaluate their health care. 

Overall, the report found that 
23.1 percent of adult Americans 
smoke. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention reported 
earlier that 23.3 percent were 
smokers in 2000, down from 25 
percent in 1993. 

Two airlines in bankruptcy puts 
added stress on federal agency 

- WASHINGTON (AP) 
When an airline is in financial 
distress, the Federal Aviation Ad- 
ministration, increases vigilance 
to ensure maintenance isn’t com- 
promised. But with two huge air- 
lines in Chapter 11 and the FAA 
facing criticism for not doing 
enough to monitor a third, some 
lawmakers question whether the- 
agency is up to the task. 

Rep. John Mica, R-Fla. and 
chairman of the House aviation 
subcommittee, said the FAA 
needs more money to do the job. 
He also said he may write legis 

ATEXAS STATEWIDE: CEASSIFIEDADVERTISING-NETWORK®™ 

lation ordering that FAA person- 
nel be shifted to that task. 
“There have been many more 

people killed due to maintenance 
defects and lack of inspection 
and oversight than in all the ter- 
rorist acts combined in this coun- 
try,” Mica said. “We do have 
some airlines in deep financial 
trouble, and it’s important we 
have inspections to make certain 
they're operating safe aircraft 
and that proper maintenance is 
adhered to.” 
The FAA has 3,300 aviation 

safety inspectors to monitor 139 
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. DRIVER - TRUCKERS! FFE - Will get you MEDICARE PATIENTS USING Inhalers: Alb 
TexSCAN Week of home. FFE - Will get you paid. FFE - Will get you uterol arovent - Combiem Serevent “Arma 

files. Call 1-800-569-9232. Il day, eve cort - Flovent and others. Having difficulty? 

December 22, 2002 day, eluding, holidays. pen 2 y. even Breathe casy again. Medicare covered liguid 
therapy may be available if you qualify. Med-A- 

DRIVERS - USA TRUCK, a stable company. gave. 1-800-224-1919. ext. TXS5202. 

AUTOMOBILE S 90% no touch, late model assigned conventionals. HELP WANTED 

1-800- CHARITY! DONATE YOUR vehicle More miles, more money. No experience? Tuition 154 

directly to the onginal. nationally acclaimed Char- 
ay Cars 100% charity - not a used car dealer/ 
fundraiser. 1-800 CHARITY (1-300-242-7489), 
www BNchantycars org | 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
$1. 00 STORES. COMPLETE turnkey from 
$45.900. Sve our showcase store in Texas. 

1-800-829-2915. DollarStoreServices. com 

DRIVERS WANTED 
DRIVER - COMPANY - CONTRACTORS. 
No NYC - Super Regional 10-14 days out. 
Pay (or experience: up 1o 33 cpm Company. 
82 cpm Contractors. 1-800-454-2887, Arnold 
Transportation. 

DRIV ER-COV ENANT TRANSPORT - Hiring 
experienced tcams, solos and trainers. O/0- 
Solos/Teams 83 cents. We are looking for 
experienced teams to run priority dispatch. Call 

1-888-MORE-PAY (1-888-667-3729). 

DRIVERS-NO EXPERIENCE? Low or no cost 
CDL training available. Meals. lodging and trans- 
"pontation provided. Tuition reimbursement. $1000 
bonus. OTR, regional, dedicated freight. Swift 
Transportation, 1-800-231-5209. . 

DRIVERS - OW NER/OPERATORS. Have your 
own truck? Looking for independence? Landstar 

has the tools/freight 10 make you successful. Let us 

show you. 1-888-313-7179/ 1-888-875-7890. 

DRIVERS - OWNER/OPERATORS - 83 cpm, 
loaded or empty. Plates/permits/layover/tumbers 
and tolls paid. Lots of miles. Call Harold or Bob at 
National Freight, 1-800-666-0380. ~ 

tule most we cannot 

ET Cm Te TP Tre Pre web te aren fe Eoxirep 

gy BEC: IT thE REWSpAperts advenisy SIatewide and TegionallT ortall 512-472-6755 08 

reimbursement available. 1-800-237-4642. 

OWNER OPERATORS - TIRED of competing with 
Company trucks? Sunco Carriers, The “All Owner 
Operator Company™ has openings for quality Owner 
Operators to run Texas Regional Area or into Southeast 

© - home weekly - steady refrigerated runs - excellent 
percentage or mileage pay - require “96 or newer tractor. 
Call Charlic at Sunco, 1-888-377-7537. 

SWIFT TRANSPORTATION is hiring experienced 

training available. We pay for experience great benefits, 
tuition reimbursement. 1-800-669-7943 (ece-mvY). 

* FINANCIAL SERVICES 
$SCASHSS - IMMEDIATE CASH for structured 
Settlements, annuities, real estate notes, private 

mortgage notes, accident cases, and insurance 

payouts. J. G. Wentworth! 1-800-794-7310. 

FOR SALE 
CHRISTMAS SPECIAL - FREE Vacation Get- 
A-Way. While supplies last w/purchase of Wolff 
Tanning Bed. Payments from $25/month. Free color 
catalog. 1-800-781-5173, www.np.ctstan.com 

EMBROIDERY SEWING MACHINES: Single 
Head - 6 Needles - Flat or Cap. Automatic, portable. 
Other machines. Walking foot, Sergers, Straight 
Stitch, Blindstitch. New/Used. Merry Christmas. 
1-713-977-6567. . 

HEALTH 
NCA: 11. SE 

ivate Insurance could pay up to 100% of cost of 
eo wheelchair. Free in home demodstration. 

ustia Mobility, 1-800-275-3019, 

guarantoe products OF SCIVICes urge readers 0 use caution when n 

JOIN OUR TEAM and make a difference. In 
the Texas Army National Guard you can get 
money for college and career training. Call 
1-800-GO-GUARD. 

REAL ESTATE 
ABSOLUTE STEAL! § Acres - $19,900. Sacrifice 
price on beautiful North Texas hill country property. 

Perfect getaway, retirement or horse set-up. Access 
to 600 acre private park. Financing. Texas Land & 
Ranches. Call now. 1-866-516-4868. 

COLORADO RANCH SALE. 35 acres - $49.900. 
Magnificent mountain ranch at 8,000" elevation. 

Mix of meadows with ponds and aspen. Stunning 

views, virtually surrounded by federal lands. Must 
see! Good terms. Call Colorado Land & Ranches. 
1-866-353-4809. 

LAKE LOT SACRIFICE - § Acres - $24.900. 
Beautiful lake property w/access to 260 acre private 
lake. Perfect getaway, retirement, horse property. 
World class fishing. Gated entrance. Surveyed. Low 
$ down. Won't last! Call Texas Land & Ranches, 
1- -888-676-5251. 

NEW MEXICO MOUNTAINS. 140 Acres - 
Only $49.900. Gorgeous grasslands, mature tree 
cover, 6,300" clcvation. Mountain views, year- 
round roads and clectric. Perfect for horse lovers. 

Adjacent to national forest. Excelent financing. 

. Call day. This won't last. SW Properties of NM, 
Inc., 1-866-350-5263. 

100 ACRES - $44,900. Trophy whitetails (5 deer 

limit). Tree covered hills and draws. Abundant turkey, 

quail, small game. Good access. More acreage 

available. E-Z terms. Call 1-866-899-3263. Texas 

Land & Ranches. 
contact the Texas 

airlines, 637,000 active pilots, 
273,000 mechanics, 7,600 com- 
mercial aircraft, 11,000 charter 
aircraft and 220,000 private 
planes, according to an April au- 
dit by the Transportation De- 
partment’s inspector general. 
FAA inspectors analyze data, 

review paperwork and conduct 
spot checks of airlines’ mainte 
nance programs. Labor unrest, 
financial problems and rapid 
growth are argong the things 
that prompt increased supervi- 
sion. 
Many US. air carriers have 

struggled financially since the 
Sept. 11 attacks. Major airlines 
expect to lose about $10 billion 
this year, according to Leo 
Mullin, Delta Air Lines’ chief ex- 
ecutive. And they have cut about 
100,000 jobs since the attacks. 
United Airlines, the second- 

largest U.S. airline, and US Air- 
ways, the fifth-biggest, declared 
bankruptcy this year. 

NRCS report 
The Pinyon Pine is an ever- 

green with a pyramid shape, and 
will branch to the ground. It can 
reach heights of 25 to 35 feet at 
maturity. Its leaf color ranges 
from bluish-green for new growth 
to yellowish-green for maturity. 
This evergreen has many ad- 

vantages. For starters, it grows 
well in a broad range of soils. 
Pinyon Pine is resistant to pine tip 
moth, a big plus in this area. The 
tree’s growth pattern provides 
good escape and nesting cover for 
several species of birds and other 
wildlife. 
This evergreen was a popular 

selection last year. Like last year, 
quantities are limited. so please 
place your orders early. 
For more information about the 

Pinyon Pine or any of the other va- 
rieties, call or come by the Upper 
Colorado Soil and Water Conser- 
vation District office located in the 
Scurry County USDA office com- 
plex at 5309 Big Spring Hwy. Or 
call 915-573-6317. 

during last year’s recession, are 
still hurting and economic un- 
certainties, including a possible 
war with Iraq, complicate plan- 
ning and business decisions. 
The Federal Reserve earlier 

this month decided to keep a key 
interest rate at a 41-year low of 
1.25 percent. Fed policy-makers 
hope low rates will motivate busi- 
nesses to boost investment and 
keep consumers spending. That 
would help economic growth. 

President Bush wants Con- 
gress soon after it convenes next 
month to extend unemployment 
benefits for jobless workers. Ex- 
tended federal aid for the jobless 
runs out Dec. 28. 
Congress last March ap- 

proved a 13-week extension in 
federal unemployment benefits. 
That extension is to run out for 
people who have exhausted the 
26 weeks of payments they typi- 
cally receive through states. 

COLORADO RIVER MUNICIPAL 
WATER DISTRICT 

WEEKLY LAKE AND WATER DELIVERY REPORT 

LAKE J. B. THOMAS (200.604 ACRE FEET AT ELEVATION 2258.00 FT.) 

ELEVATION (FEET) 
CONTENTS (ACRE-FEET) 
PERCENT FULL 
RAINFALL (INCHES) * 
IVIE TO LAKE THOMAS (Gat.) 
SPENCE TO THOMAS (Gal.) 

LAST 
WEEK 

THIS 
WEEK 

12/16/02 
17.49 
18,681 
9.31 9.21 
0.00 0.50 
0 0 
0 

12/23/02 
17.39 
18.482 

*RAINFALL MEASUREMENT AT BIG SPRING/ODESSA INTAKE. 

E.V. SPENCE RESERVOIR (517,262 ACRE-FEET AT ELEVATION 1898.00 FT) 

ONE 
~ YEAR 

AGO ln 
ELEVATION (FEET) 
CONTENTS (ACRE-FEET) 
PERCENT FULL 
RAINFALL (INCHES) * 

44.11 
54.976 
10.63 

12/23/01 

LAST 
WEEK 

THIS 
WEEK 

12/16/02 
37.86 
35.723 35.327 
6.91 6.83 
0.00 000 

12/23/02 

37.1 

"RAINFALL MEASUREMENT AT SPENCE PUMP STATION. 

OH. WIE RESERVOIR (554.340 ACRE-FEET AT FLEVATION 1551.50 FT.) ’ 

i ONE 

Sie. = 
ELEVATION (FEET) 
CONTENTS (ACRE-FEET) 

PERCENT FULL 
RAINFALL (INCHES) * 
* RAINFALL MEASUREMENT AT DAM. 

31.84 
256.999 
46.36 

12/23/01 

AST 
WEEK 

THIS 
WEEK 

12/16/02 
27.99 
215,992 
38.96 
0.00 

12/23/02 

2788 
214910 
3877 
0.00 

2002 INFORMATION BASED ON NEW AREA CAPACITY CURVE DATA 

MUNICIPAL WATER DELIVERIES IN GALLONS 

LAST 

DAILY 

BIG SPRING 
ODESSA 
SNYDER 
MIDLAND 
SAN ANGELO 
STANTON 100.143 

WEEKS 

AVERAGE 
12/16/02 
12/10/02 
3.423.286 
11,995,714 
1.643.857 
11.983.429 
8.147.857 

THIS 
WEEKS 
DAILY 
AVERAGE 
12/23/02 

12/17/02 

3.713.857 
11.484.714 
1.556.571 
14.043.143 

8.120.000 
103.571 

THIS 

WEEKS 

PEAK 

DAY 
12.23.02 

12,17:02 

4.107.000 
12.237 000 

1.824.000 | 
16.002.000 

8.593.000 
125.000 

Markets Midday Stocks 

NEW YORK (AP) -Moming storks JohnsonJn 551554 54 54 78— 12 
High Low Last KingerMorg 4213 4166 4213 + &7 

AMR Corp 667 621 665 +45 Kroger Co 1567 1521 1564 + 44 
AOL TmeWm 1333 1311 1314 —04 LookheedM 5750 5691 5706 + 22 
AT&T Comprs 2710 2677 2698 —01 Lowes Cos 3798 3685 3791 +106 
Abertsons 215 2183 210 +.28 Lubys 307 300 300 —07 
Amel 5319 5235 5310 +. LucentTech 145 138 140 —02 
AmE| Pw 2776 2741 2770 + 46° MarathonOd 2180 2149 2176 +18 
AncarkPy 4340 4904 4916 «01 MayDeptStr 287 218 274 + 2 
ATMOS Egy 2365 2355 2364 +.14 Medtronic 4712 4670 4697 —09 
Avial 835 806 828 +.27 Motorola 914 893 910 +36 
BP PLC 4055 4005 4041 +36 NCR Comp 2435 2371 2429 +59 
BakerHughes 3387 33.17 3364 +.14 Nawstar 2474 2401 2474 + 4&5 
Bank of Amer 7064 6395 7046 +. PNM Rescs 2425 2400 2425 + 0 
BellSouth 2709 2642 2686 + .60 Penney JC 250 205 240 +15 . 
BuriNoSFe 26.35 2585 2633 + S52 PepBoys 1167 1143 1167 «27 
Caterphar 4698 4641 4685 + .45 PepsiCo 4255 4201 4238 + 38 
CenterPomt 865 B49 865 +.06 Phamaca 4276 4182 4187 —1°3 
ChewvronTex 6749 6655 67.39 +.74 PheipDodge R20 3168 215 + 9 
Cmgroup 3707 3650 B75 +.25 PilgmPra B 845 839 844 —03 
CocaCola 470 420 4454 + 30 Praxas 5898 5815 5888 + 8C 
ColgatePal 5305 5253 5299 +55 ProctGamb 8806 8754 8803 + 50 
CmciMetals § 1632 1616 16.30 +.19 RadioShack 1901 1818 1881 + 64 
ConocoPhl 4970 4901 4970 +56 RoyalDut “U6 439% 4420 +14 
Cooper Inds 3697 3602 3681 +.77 SBC Comm 2873 2775 2862 + 8 
DamirChry 3140 3064 31.31 +67 Saralee 274 235 270 +28 
DeltaArl M72 11.28 11.70 + 46 Scrpps EW 7710 7654 7710 + 66 
Dillards Inc 1593 1557 1579 +.14 SearsRoed 2030 249 2317 +.38 
DowChem 3065 3006 3053 +54 SherwnW 2874 2785 2870 +71 
DuPont 4308 4251 4297 +3 SouthemCo 2911 2865 2907 +27 
EastmanChem 37.38 3664 3725 +.52 SwstAit 1474 1428 1468 + 47 
EstKodak 3649 3585 36.45 +.65 SprintFON 1470 1456 1462 
EDS Corp 18.79 18.43 18.70 +.22 470 451 467 +12 

46.18 4586 46.11 +26 Sunoco inc 336 R87 [0 +22 
ExxonMobit 3596 3552 3590 +.48 TXU Corp 18.35 18.10 1826 + 1 
FstBrksAm 4050 4049 4050 +05 Templeiniand 4498 4453 491 + 31 
Footlocker 1049 1038 1049 +06. Texind 2465 2425 2459 + 31 
GenDynam 7952 7880 79.30 +.48 Texasinst 16.25 1587 16.19 + 41 
GeniElec 2598 2528 2587 +.54 Textron 4026 4256 23 +H 
GenMills 47.23 4690 4707 +.19 Trnityinds 2038 2010 2037 +.37 
GenMotors 3786 3683 37.74 +93 TylerTach 405 392 3% —14 
GaPacfic 16.09 1580 1602 +.34 UntonPacif 6057 5975 6052 +.77 
Goodnch 1810 1789 1800 +.19 USSteel 1320 1298 1317 +20 
Goodyear 686 664 684 +21 UntedTech 6255 6120 6246 + 96 
GtAtPac 763 747 759 +.06 Unocal 210 3184 3205 +13 
Halkburtn 1954 1915 19.2 —10 VerzonComm 4023 3942 4002 + 52 
Hanson ADS 2182 2152 2182 +. WalMart 5065 4920 5040 + 70 
HarteHanks § 1890 1850 18.79 +.24 WelsFargo 4774 4713 4762 +70 
HomeDepot 2459 2410 2444 +24 WstnGasRs 3720 3675 3717 + 46 
Honeywellint 034 273 8324 +8 WinnDuoe 1546 1520 1538 + 28 
IBM 80.70 7956 8023 + 47 Xerox Cp 828 811 827 +.19 
IntPaper 3552 35.00 35.45 YumBrands § 2449 2364 2431 +56 

Sponsored by 

INVEST 
FINANCIAL CORPORATION 

Located at American State Bank 

Securities offered through INVEST are 

NOT FDIC INSURED - MAY LOSE 

VALUE - NO BANK GUARANTEE 

Contact Scott Bolton, JAR 

573-4041 



AUSTIN. (AP) — Donald Lee 
should be singing the praises of 
electric deregulation, but he is not 
— at least. not yet. 
. Lee heads Public Power Pool, a 
group of 100 school and hospital 
districts that joined together to 

The group expected to save S40 
million a year on electricity. 
But problems in the state’s new 

negotiate with electric companies. 

8 The Snyder (Tex) Daily News Thu, Dec. 26, 2002 

Electric degregulation marks year 
deregulated electric market short- 
circuited some of those savings, 
and that makes Lee angry. 

“If you compare Texas to any 
other state that has implemented 
deregulation, we have done it bet- 
ter here, but it doesn’t mean that 
we couldn't do better than we 
did,” Lee said. 

Rebecca Klein, chairwoman of 
the Public Utility Commission 

agrees there have been problems, 
but said there were none of the 
blackouts and brownouts that 
plagued California in 2000-01, and 
several companies are vying for 
customers in Texas. 
. “Ona scale of one to 10, would 
give it an eight,” Klein said. “All 
the trends have been positive. We 
have realized significant savings 
in the marketplace. All classes of 

customers are continuing to 
switch to competitive providers.” 
A year ago, on Jan. 1, electric 

deregulation began, letting cus 
tomers in many parts of the state 
pick their electric provider the 
same way they pick a longdis- 
tance phone company. 
The law temporarily regulates 

the rates that former monopolies 
such as TXU Energy in Dallas and 

GIBBON, Neb. (AP) — A’ 
sheriffs officer and other resi 
dents tried to save a man falling 
off a ladder as he hung Christ- 
mas lights — only to be politely 
told not to bother. 
After all, Cathy Pierce 

Reliant in Houston can charge 
customers in their home markets. 
New companies can charge what- Homeless in Dallas enjoy luxury 

explained, it's only a dummy 
she dressed up in her husband's 
coveralls, boots and gloves. 

was room at the inn this Christ- 
mas. 

It's a downtown hotel room 
where they took hot showers, 
watched TV and slept on beds 
instead of the streets. 
And the charity for about 150 

homeless people came from 
just one self-employed Dallas 
resident. 

“All through the year, these 
people are treated like second- 
or third- or fourth-rate citizens. 
But not tonight,” said Mark 
Pfeiffer. “For one day, they're 

*The Obl 
to 75% 5 

NY WiSave, Even Morel 

atory Fine Print: 35% off all r reg 
clearance and closeout items. Service items such as Post Office, 

i Western Union, and Band Supplies are excluded. Cash, Check or Bank | 

Card only; no layaways. Gift wrap charge on all reduced price items. i 

It was the sixth year that 
Pfeiffer, 50, and his unincorpo- 
rated charity, the Homey Syndi- 
cate, has paid to provide lodg- 
ing to homeless people on 
Christmas Eve. He has booked 
rooms at the downtown Hyatt 
Regency Dallas at Reunion for 
at least three years. 
For Dutch Hancock, R.J. 

Reneau, Sakandra Young and 
the others, it's a welcome break 
from the homeless shelters. 

Pfeiffer began handing out 
- invitations Sanday. His guests 

ularly priced merchandise. 50% 

Please Join Us 

For A 

etirement Recep 
Friday, December 27, 2002 

9:00 am - 12:00 noon 

Snyder Savings & Loan Association: 

Texas Savings Bank, s.s.b. 

honoring 

“For 35 Years 

of 

Dedicated Service 

to 

_ 2619 College Avenue 
ee 

shopping carts before them. 
Most of the 70 rooms were filled 
by 9 a.m., though Pfeiffer was 
still scouring soup kitchens and 
streets a few hours later, trying 
to fill the last dozen rooms. 

® : ° ever they want. “It is really neat to 

accommodations for Christmas = reins | econ odo : cent when deregulation began, ple wanting to do the 
. : in said that decline has sav ht thing,” she said. 

DALLAS (AP) — For some of going to get first-class treat- converged on the hotel Tuesday €in sai po \ rig £, 

North Texas’ homeless, there ment.” morning, some wheeling their var Ter about $900 million this He really does look 

But Tim Morstad of the Texas 
office of Consumers Union 
argued that the savings were 
made possible by a drop in fuel 
prices, not deregulation. 

Date Book 
Thursday, Dec. 26, 2002 
Today is the 360th day of 2002 

and the sixth day of winter. 
TODAY'S HISTORY: On this 

day in 1865, James Nason, a resi- 
dent of Franklin, Mass., invented 
the coffee percolator. 
On this day in 1898, French sci- 

entists Pierre and Marie Curie dis- 
covered the element radium. They 
later won a Nobel Prize for their dis- 
covery. 
On this day in 1935, Shenandoah 
National Park was established in 
Virginia. 
On this day in 1966, the first day 

of the first Kwanzaa was celebrated 
in Los Angeles. Kwanzaa, which 
was founded by Dr. Maulana 
Karenga, means “first fruits of the 
harvest” in Swahili. 
TODAY'S BIRTHDAYS: 

Henry Miller (1891-1980), writer; 
Mao Tse-tung (1893-1976), Chinese 
communist leader; Steve Allen 
(1921-2000), humorist and compos- 
er; Alan King (1927-), comedian, is 
75; Phil Spector (1940+), recording 
executive, is 62; Ozzie Smith (1954- 
). baseball star, is 48. 
TODAY'S SPORTS: On this 

day in 1908, boxer Jack Johnson 
became the first African-American 
to gain the heavyweight champi- 

onship. 
TODAY'S QUOTE: “Ours is a 

government of checks and bal- 
ances. The Mafia and crooked busi- 
nessmen make out the checks, and 
the politicians and other compro 

. mised officials improve their bank 
balances.” — Steve Allen 
TODAY'S MOON: Last quarter 

(Dec. 26). 
Copyright 2002, Neuspaper 

Enterprise Assn. 

Cathy and George 
Pierce have hung the 
dummy up every 
year for 10 years. He 
appears to be hanging 
from the roof with half 
a string of lights up and 
the other half trailing 
to the ground. A ladder . « 
‘looks as if it has fallen 
to the side. 

Buffalo County Community 
Service Officer Clint Kirschner 
was on patrol when he saw what 
he thought was a man falling 
and ran to save him. 

“I feel so bad for him,” Pierce 
said. “We used to call the sher- 
iffs department every year 
when we put him up so they 

<2 

People tried to save dummy 
would know what was happen- 
ing if they got a 911 call, but we 
figured after 10 years, they 
would know.” 

Kirschner wasn't the only per- 
_ son who has tried to save the 
dummy. Pierce said almost two 
or three times a day, there is a 
knock on her door telling her 

that the man hanging lights 
needs help. Sometimes 
someone will just set the 
ladder back up. . 

Pierce said if it gets 
really icy they take the 
dummy down so no one 

gets hurt trying to help 
him. 

“Some people get mad 
and shake their fist at the 
house if they've been 

fooled,” she said. “Others sit 
down in the yard laughing so 
hard.” 
She said sometimes young-_ 

sters.are so worried their par- 
ents stop and show them that it 
is not a real person. 
Most neighbors enjoy the 

joke and start asking about the 
dummy at about Halloween. 
“My husband says he doesn't 

dare fall in the yard. No one 
would stop to help, they’d all 
think it was the dummy,” Pierce 
said. : 

Dr. Gott By Peter Gott, M.D. 

What is biliary cirrhosis 
DEAR DR. GOTT: Please dis- 

cuss biliary cirrhosis, a relatively 
rare liver disorder that isn’t caused 
by alcohol abuse, but is definitely 
the basis of abnormal liver tests. Is 
there a research program in some 
medical school that studies this 
disorder? 
DEAR READER: Biliary cir 

rhosis, a serious disease of 
unknown cause, is marked by a 
low-grade inflammation of the bile 
ducts (the tubes that drain bile out 
of the liver), leading to extensive 
scarring. The affliction is usually 
diagnosed by liver biopsy. Many 
experts consider the condition to 
be an autoimmune disorder. Sever- 
al medical centers are conducting 
research into this puzzling disease, 
which is not related to hepatitis or 
alcohol consumption. 
The course of biliary cirrhosis 

varies. Some patients may not 
know they have it and can lead nor- 
mal lives. However, most patients 
sooner or later are discovered to 
have the disorder (usually because 
of jaundice) and experience slow 
progression of liver malfunction. 

Despite this, the prognosis is 
generally favorable. Although 
there is no cure for biliary cirrho- 

- sis, symptoms of itching and jaun- 
dice can be controlled with appro- 

8a. 

Monday 

priate prescription drugs. 
DEAR DR. GOTT: I've suf 

fered neck and head pain for about 
a year. The intensity is increasing, 
and I am now requiring narcotic 
analgesia. A CT scan showed a pro- 
truding disc. Could this be putting 
pressure on a nerve? Although | 
get relief from treatment, 1 wonder 
if 1 should be looking at other 
options for therapy. 
DEAR READER: The herniat- 

ed disc could well be the cause of 
your chronic pain. In this situation, 
however, pain relief is not the sole 
goal of therapy. You need to see an 
orthopedic specialist or a neuro 
surgeon, because surgical repair of 
the disc may be the most effective 
cure. | advise you to seek such spe- 
cialty care before the disc disease 
progresses to the point of irre 
versible weakness or other handi- 
cap. 
To give you related information, 

I am sending you a copy of my 
Health Report “Managing Chronic 
Pain.” Other readers who would 
like a copy should send a self-- 
addressed, stamped envelope and 
$2 to Newsletter, PO. Box 167, 
Wickliffe, OH 44092. Be sure to 
mention the title. 
DEAR DR. GOTT: What caus- 

es rectal itching? Is there treat- 

40% off 
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m. 

ment other than hydrocortisone 
cream? 
DEAR READER: Rectal — 

more properly, anal — itching has 
a host of causes, most of which are 
simply annoying nuisances. Hem- 
orrhoids, fissures and antibiotic- 
induced yeast irritation head the 
15t. 
Some forms of anal itching 

respond to alteration in diet, such 
as prohibition of citrus, coffee, 
beer and cola. Other forms may be 
successfully treated with anti-yeast 
products such as Mycostatin 
cream. Frequently, anal itching 
may be a consequence of subopti- 
mal hygiene; therefore remember 
that the area should be washed 
with soap and water (or cleaned 
with a moist towelette) after each 
bowel movement, to avoid further 
irritation. 

Recurring or persisting anal 
itching should be addressed by a 
physician, because the condition 
may be associated with diseases, 
such as diabetes and liver disor- 
ders, or intestinal parasites, such as 
pinworms. To get to the bottom (no 
pun intended) of the problem, labo- 
ratory testing may be necessary. 
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N. Korean defiance continues 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

South Korea's president said 
today that his nation would never 
tolerate North Korea's efforts to 
develop nuclear weapons, as 

U.N. monitors accused the North 
of engaging in “nuclear 

i ship.” 
Pyongyang has moved 1,000 

fresh fuel rods to a storage facili- 
ty at its main nuclear reactor in 
Yongbyon, 50 miles north of the 
capital — its latest step toward 
reactivating the facility in defi- 
ance of the U.N. nuclear watch- 
dog and the United States. 
The North insisted that it was 

a “peace-loving” nation and is 
restarting the plant only to gen- 
erate electricity, a claim rejected 
by the U.S. Experts say that with 
plutonium from the facility, the 
North could produce nuclear 
weapons within months. 
The new fuel rods have not yet 

been loaded into the reactor core 
at Yongbyon, said Mark 
Gwozdecky, spokesman for the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency. He estimated that it 
would take “at least a month and 
maybe several months” to restart 
the 5 megawatt reactor, which 
has been mothballed since 1994. 

In the past week, North Korea 

Ann Pendleton 
1947-2002 

Ann_M. Pendleton, a regis 
tered nurse and resident of Sny- 
der since 1987, died Tuesday, 
Dec. 24, in Covenant Medical 
Center in Lubbock after a brief 
illness. 
Funeral service for Mrs. 

Pendleton, 55, was set for 2 p.m. 
today in the First United 
Methodist Church with Dr. Tom 
McGovern officiating. Burial 
was to follow in Hillside Memor- 
ial Gardens under the direction 
of Bell-Cypert-Seale Funeral 
Home. 
Born May 4, 1947 in Auburn, 

N.Y., she married Forrest 
Pendleton on Oct. 26, 1973 in 
Dallas. 
Mrs. Pendleton moved to Sny- 

der from Clear Lake and worked 
at Cogdell Memorial Hospital as 
a labor and delivery specialist 
nurse. 
Survivors include her hus- 

band, Forrest Pendleton of Sny- 
der; a daughter and son-in-law, 
Lisa and Cody Williams of Den- 
ver City; a son, Michael Pendle- 
ton of Snyder; a sister, Patricia 
Voss of Arlington; a brother, 
Michael McCarthy of Phoenix; 
and two grandchildren, Caitlin 
Corbin Williams and Tanner 
Robert Lee Williams, both of 
Denver City. 
Memorials may be made to 

the Ann Pendleton Memorial 
Nursing Scholarship Fund, Box 
1396 in Snyder; or to the First 
United Methodist Church Build- 
ing Fund, 2700 College in Sny- 
der. 

We Offer 
Competitive 
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removed U.N. monitoring seals 
and cameras from its nuclear 
facilities, ignoring IAEA warn- 
ings. Among the facilities 
stripped of surveillance equip 
ment was a plant for reprocess- 

Six arrests 
Officers arrested a 33-year-old 

man Monday evening in the 2600 
block of Towle Park Road for 
driving without a valid license. 
DPS troopers took a 47-year- 

old man into custody on U.S. 84 
at 9:57 p.m. Tuesday for driving 
without a valid license. 
A 21-year-old man was arrest- 

ed on FM 1606 just before 1 am. 
Wednesday for misdemeanor 
driving while intoxicated. 
At 8:15 p.m. Wednesday, offi- 

cers arrested a 33-year-old man 
in the 4400 block of Ave. U for 
public intoxication. 

Officers arrested a 22-year-old 
man for public intoxication at 
9:15 p.m. Wednesday in the 900 
block of 28th Street. 
A 40-year-man was taken into 

custody in the 1400 block of 26th 
Street on outstanding city war 
rants for driving without a license 
and failure to appear before a 

Obituaries 
Basil Boatwright 

1930-2002 
KERMIT — Basil Boatwright 

Sr.,, a native of Scurry County, 
died Monday, Dec. 23, in an 
Odessa hospital. 
Funeral service for Mr. 

Boatwright, 72, is set for 2 p.m. 
Friday in the Grace Temple Bap- 
tist Church with the Rev. Gor- 
don Oglesby officiating. Burial 
will follow in the Kermit Ceme- 
tery under the direction of 
Cooper Funeral Home. 
Born Aug. 8, 1930 in Camp 

Springs, he married Maxine 
Savage on Jan. 2, 1954 in Lov- 
ington, N.M. 
A US. Army veteran, he had 

lived in Kermit for 52 years and 
was a retired plant operator for 
Chevron. * 
He was preceded in death by 

a son, Nathan Boatwright; and a 
brother, Doyle Boatwright. 
Survivors include his wife, 

Maxine Boatwright of Kermit; a 
son, Basil Boatwright Jr. of Mid- 
land; a daughter, Della King of 
Kermit; four grandchildren; and 
two great-grandchildren. 

Ysidro Estrada 
1929-2002 . 

Ysidro Estrada of Snyder died 
Wednesday, Dec. 25, in 
Covenant Medical Center in 
Lubbock. 
Rosary for Mr. Estrada, 73, is - 

set for 7 p.m. Friday at Bell 
Cypert-Seale Funeral Home. 

. Funeral service is set for 2 
p.m. Saturday in_ St. John’s 
Catholic Church in Hermleigh 
with Fr. Roy Badilles officiating. 
Burial will follow in Hillside 
Memorial Gardens. 
Born March 23, 1929 in Flo- 

resville, he married Paula 
Sanchez on Jan. 23, 1952. A 
World War II veteran, Mr. Estra- 
da was a farmer.and a member 
of St. John’s Catholic Church. 
Survivors include his wife, 

Paula Estrada of Snyder; a son 
and daughter-in-law, Angel and 
Pauline Estrada of Snyder; his 
‘mother, Fedilia Estrada of Sny- 
der; three sisters; four brothers; 

Mo ti APY oe 0 wed of vr 2 2 E IE 

ing spent fuel rods — a process 
that produces plutonium — and a 
storage room with 8,000 such 
rods. 

Officials say the 8,000 spent 
rods hold enough weapons-grade 

plutonium to make several 
nuclear bombs. 
The director of the Vienna 

based IAEA, said the North is 
moving to restart the reprocess- 
ing facility. 

made during holidays 
judge. 

A man reported that he was 
assaulted by another subject in 
the 3200 block of Ave. U Tuesday 
evening and a report was filed. 
A woman reported’a man try- 

ing to break down her door at a 
residence on Ave. U Wednesday 
morning. Officers were dis 
patched and advised an offense 
report for assault would be sub- 
mitted 

* Forgery 
A woman contacted officers at 

the police department Monday 
afternoon to report a possible for- 
gery at Davidson’s IGA. Officers 
advised an offense report for for- 
gery would be submitted. 

oe Criminal mischief 
A man reported damage to his 

vehicle Wednesday morning in 
the 3100 block of Ave. T. Officers 
responded and found vehicles at 
four other residences on the 

Estrada of Austin. 

Teckla Flores 
1925-2002 

SAN SABA — Teckla Flores, 
the mother of Adolfo Flores Jr. 
of Snyder, died Monday, Dec. 
23, in Lampasas. 

Funeral service for Mrs. Flo- 
res, 77, was set for 2 p.m. today 
in the St. Mary's Catholic 
Church with Fr. Gregory 
McLaughin officiating. Inter- 
ment was to follow in the San 
Saba City Cemetery under the 
direction of Howell-Doran 
Funeral Home. . 
Born Sept. 23, 1925 in Staples, 

Tex., she was a homemaker, a 
lifelong resident of San Saba 
and a member of the St. Mary's 
Catholic Church. 

Survivors 
include her 
husband, Adol- 

v:- 3 fo Flores of San 
Saba; six other 
sons, Gliberto 
Flores, Ruben 

i £4 Flores, Jose 
Ae. esau Alfredo Flores, 

Mrs. Flores Gonzalo Flo- 
res, Sam Flo- 

res, all of San Saba, and Louis 
Flores of Huntsville, Ala.; six 
daughters, Oralia Huron, 
Susana Coronado, Sylvia Juarez, 
Emma Stewart, Delia Kruger, 
all of San Saba, and Ester Pena 
of San Angelo; three sisters, 
Ruth Hernandez and Agapito 
Cantu, both of Abernathy, and 
Trinidad Montana of Salinas, 
Calif.; 37 grandchildren; 40 
great-grandchildren; and five 
great-great-grandchildren. 
She was preceded in death by 

her parents, Andres and Mar- 
garita Morin Ramos; three 
grandchildren, Susana Corona- 
do, Gregory Flores and Denise 
Juarez; two brothers, Andres 
Ramos Jr. and Jose Ramos; and 
three sisters, Juanita Delgado, 

“ Maria Casias and Margarita 
Almaguer. 
The family requests memori- 

. als be made to the American 
Heart Association. 

and a grandchild, Melinda 
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street also were damaged. Five 
reports were filed for Class B 
criminal mischief. 
A man in the 1300 block of 19th 

Street reported a window at his 
house was shattered at 10:44 p.m. 
Wednesday. Officers submitted a 
report for Class C criminal mis- 
chief. 

oCriminal trespass 
"A man requested officers at a 
home on Avondale at 4:30 p.m. 

- Wednesday because a woman 
refused to leave the residence. 
The man provided a statement 
for officers and the woman was 
issued a criminal trespass warn- 
ing. 

o(Close . 
A woman at the Western Crest 

Apartments reported loud music 
from one of the tenants and - 
requested a close patrol. 
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Islamic cleric detained 
after attack at church 
LAHORE, Pakistan (AP) — 

Mourners ‘buried three girls 
killed in a Christmas Day 
grenade attack on a tiny church 
in eastern Pakistan, and police 
detained an Islamic cleric who 
allegedly called on followers to 
kill Christians, days before the 
bombing. 

Police also detained five other 
people today for questioning in 
the attack, which injured 13 peo- 
ple in Chianwala, about 40 miles 
northwest of Lahore. 
Two assailants covered in 

burqas — the all-encompassing 
garment worn by women in 
some Islamic countries — 
tossed a grenade into a crowd of 
about 40 worshippers at a Christ- 
mas Day service Wednesday. 

“lI saw people running in 
panic. I too ran toward the 
church and there ... I saw chil 
dren, girls and men bleeding, 
and crying in pain,” said Irs 
Aslam, who lives near the 
church. 
Aslam also saw her husband 

lying wounded on the ground, 
writhing in pain. “He said that 
two youngsters had thrown a 
grenade into the church.” 
Today about 2,500 people, sev- 

eral times the number of the 
church's normal congregation, 
gathered for a memorial service 
for the girls killed in the attack. 
The coffins of the victims — 

aged 6, 10 and 15 — were car- 
ried on the shoulders of mourn- 
ers to a cemetery for burial. 

Pakistani leaders denounced 
the latest in a series of attacks on 
Christians that have left more 

Today's Weather 
Local: 3-Day. Forecast — ERE 

Mostly sunny skies. High 52F. 
Winds WNW at 5 to 10 mph. 

Sunset 
545 PM 

Sunrise 
7:44 AM 

Amarillo 

Pablo Benitez 

Area Cities 

Amarillo 
Austin 

Beaumont 
Brownsville 
Brownwood 
Corpus Christi 
Corsicana 
Dallas 
Del Rio 41 sunny 

National Cities 

Atlanta 46 27 pt sunny 
Boston 35 25 mst sunny 
Chicago 36 28 pt sunny 
Dallas 57 39 sunny - 
Denver 49 29 pt sunny 

Moon Phases 

59/34 
Plenty of sun. Highs in the upper 
50s and lows in the mid 30s. 

Sunset 
546 PM 

Sunrise 
7:45 AM 

Sunrise 
7-45 AM 

than two dozen people dead and 
at least 100 injured since Pak- 
istan lent its support to the U.S - 
led military campaign to oust 
Afghanistan's hard-line Taliban 
last year. 

In a statement, newly elected 
Prime Minister Zafarullah Khan 
Jamali described the attack as 
“dastardly” and designed to 
“foment religious and sectarian 
strife” in Pakistan. 
The detained cleric — who 
uses only the one name, Afzar — 
allegedly made anti-Christian 
remarks three days before the 
attack i in a sermon at a mosque 
in Daska district, not far from 
the attack site. But there was no 
evidence to link him directly to 
the blast. 
Afzar reportedly told his con- 

gregation that “it is the duty of 
every good Muslim to kill Chris- 
tians,” according to Nazir Yaqub, 
a police officer in Daska. 

“Afzar told people ‘you should 
attack Christians and not even 
have food until you have seen 
-their dead bodies,” Yaqub told 
The Associated Press. by tele- 
phone. 

Afzar’s son, Attaullah, was also 
detained for questioning. The 
two are open supporters of the 
banned group Jaish-e- 
Mohammed, a violent anti-India 
organization with ties to the al- 
Qaida terrorist network, said a 
police officer in Chianwala, 
Mohammed Riaz. 
The group, outlawed by Pak- 

istan in January, told The Associ- 
ated Press it did not carry out 
the attack. 

62/32 
Considerable cloudiness. Highs in 
the low 60s and lows in the low 30s. 

Sunset 
546 PM 

1901 26th Street » 573-5441 

FDIC 

Monday high 44; low 27 
Tuesday high 39; low 24 
Wednesday high 51; low 24 
Reading at 7 a.m. Thursday: 36 
Precipitation: Trace 
Total for 2002: 23.41 inches 

Fo Aftonlo 
6540 

31 sunny 
36 sunny 
31 sunny 
33 sunny 
40 pt sunny 
45 pt sunny 
34 pt sunny 

33 sunny 
30 sunny 
37 mst sunny 

" Fort Stockton 
Gainesville 
Greenville 
Houston 
Kingsville 

. Livingston 
Longview 
Lubbock 
Lufkin 

City swsamswsenes Hi - LO Cond. ane: 

Houston 62 40 pt sunny 
Los Angeles 67 51 mst sunny 
Miami 72 55 cloudy 
Minneapolis 35 25 mst sunny 
New York 38 26 mst sunny 

uv Index 

‘FA 

33 sunny 
47 pt sunny 
40 ptsunny. 
40 sunny 

Sulphur Springs 
Sweetwater 
Tyler 
Weatherford 
Wichita Falls 

City weesisncmnemy. Hi - LO CONd. ene 

Phoenix 

San Francisco 57 53 rain 
Seattle 
St. Louis 
Washington, DC 42 31 pt sunny 

65 47 mst sunny 

47 41 rain 
41 29 
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2) oy SIR 
associate yourself from - material | 
i. endeavors and focus on the lighter. 
| Hing que rious coud deveion | 
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Year of heavy rains brings record 77-year- 
levels to ailing Edwards Aquifer 
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — A 

year of heavy rains has filled San 
Antonio's Edwards Aquifer near 
historic levels, a relief after low 
levels in June prompted water 
restrictions. 

“It was a truly remarkable year 
for the aquifer,” said Greg Ellis, 
general manager of the Edwards 
Aquifer Authority. 
The aquifer has been hovering 

at 695 feet above sea level for two 
weeks, only about 8 feet lower 
than the historic high of 703 feet 
reached in 1992, Ellis said. 
The city’s main source for 

drinking water was not as secure 
on June 26, when the water level 
dipped to 650 feet, triggering 
stage one water restrictions. 
But the low point was short- 

lived. 
From June 29 to July 5, it 

rained more than 16 inches in 
San Antonio and more than 40 
inches in parts of the Hill Coun- 

. try, causing massive flooding in 
.South Central Texas that left 
nine people dead and about $250 
million in damages. 
A fall deluge followed, leaving 

the aquifer at its highest in a 
decade. 
So far this year the city has 

been hit with more than 46 inch- 
es of rain, which could make 
2002 the city’s fifth wettest year 

Astro-graph 
By Bernice Bede Osol 

Friday, Dec. 27, 2002 
In the year ahead your social 

interests could be expanded, con- 
siderably widening your circle of 
friends and acquaintances. Through 
your new involvements several for- 
tunate windows will be opened in 
other areas of your life. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 

19) — Due to a change for which 
neither you nor your partner is 
responsible, a joint endeavor 
arrangement you're involved in 
looks more promising than you 
thought. It could happen today. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
— A relationship that is presently 
significant to you is going to take on 
even greater importance. A favor- 
able happening today will draw you 
closer together. 
PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 

— Something fortuitous is develop 
ing at this time that could provide 
you with greater opportunities 
where your work or career is con 
cerned. Be alert and watch for the 
signals. 
ARIES (March 21-April 19) — 

Beginning today, start taking some 
positive measures to firm up an 
alliance that is important to you. It’s 
an extremely fortunate time for you 
to shore up relationships of all 

S. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) — 

Lady Luck tends to favor you today 
in ways that could give you greater 
material security. However, 
although shell open the door for 
you, you'll still have to do your part. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) — 

Others could start paying a bit more 
attention to you today than usual, 
giving your ego quite a boost. Savor 
ey minute of this pleasant hap- 

PC CANCER (June 21July 22) — 
If you are starting to feel a bit more 
optimistic about your financial con- 
ditions, your instincts aren't send- 
ing you any erroneous signals, 
Improvements are on the way. 
LEO (J 23-Aug. 22) ts 

quite possible that you're going to 
become involved in some type of 
project today that could be rather 
grand in scope. It might be part of a 
joint endeavor of which youll want 
to e. . 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — 

Your financial picture could get a 
shot in the arm today from Lad 
Luck. With the Grand Dame herse 
involved, . the improvements she 
introduces could be substantial 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) — 

Something exciting may take place 
today where your social life is con- 
cerned. You could meet someone 
who is ofa p that is known : 
for is lively attears. . 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.’ 32) ER 
— Something you need to take care’. §.-"-.. 

you thought would § 
be difficult to manage, looks like it § 

_. will come off rather smoothly. It 
Es emecis oo | 

of today, 

ere none exist, 

ent day to dis - 

since 1871. It rained one out of 
every three days in 2002, said 
meteorologist Larry Eblen of the 
National Weather Service in 
New Braunfels. During the sec- 
ond half of the year, it rained one 
out of almost every two days. 
While a typical autumn has 

fronts that don’t produce rainfall, 
Eblen said that a familiar culprit 
caused all the fronts to bring 
rain. 
“The two words that go with 

this are El and Nilno,” Eblen said 
in a story in Wednesday’s online 
edition of the San "Antonio 
Express-News. 
But while heavy rains have 

boosted the aquifer for now, Ellis 
cautioned against San Antonians 
letting their faucets flow freely. 
At around the same time last 

year the aquifer was : ata healthy 

685 feet, but the city was restrict- 
ing water use by the end of June. 

“It’s almost impossible to say 
what it means for next year,” Ellis 
said of 2002's high levels. “Even 
though the aquifer seems like it’s 
full, it can hold much more water 
and it can drain very quickly.” 

Rain predictions for early 2003 
bode well for the aquifer, accord- 
ing to the Climate Prediction 
Center of the National Weather 
Service. 
“The forecast says above nor- 

mal precipitation, wetter and 
colder than normal: through 
April/May,” Eblen said. “The bad 
news is the temperature goes 
above normal for summer.” Typi- 
cal conditions are expected for 
fall, and the winter forecast calls 
for, above normal temperatures 

Baby is victim of 
Christmas shooting 
HOUSTON (AP) — An §& 

month-old baby was shot and 
killed Christmas morning during 
a fight between her parents. 
Police were searching for the 
child’s father, who was charged 
with capital murder. 
Houston police spokesman 

Martin Deleon said Nayeli 
Navarro was shot as her mother, 
who was holding the baby, turned 
to protect the baby from her com- 
mon-law husband. 
DeLeon said Eladio Camacho 

Navarro had threatened the 
woman with a .38caliber revolver. 
‘The. woman's name was not 

released. 
Police said Navarro, 38, fled the 

home in northeast Houston. His 
sport utility vehicle was found 
abandoned in a supermarket 
parking lot less than 10 miles 
away about 32 hours after the 
6:20 a.m. shooting. Authorities 
believe Navarro was trying to 
escape to Mexico. 

Police described Navarro as a 
5foot-5, 220-pound Hispanic man 
with short, neatly combed dark 
hair and a mustache. He was 
wearing a black, red and aqua 
cowboy shirt with jeans. 
The woman’s 2-year-old son 

from a previous relationship was 
in the house during the shooting, 
DeLeon said. 
Neighbor Dawn Hickman said 

Students plead 
guilty to theft 
of moon rocks 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Three 

student employees at the Johnson 
Space Center in Houston have 
pleaded guilty to charges of con- 
spiring to steal moon rocks col 
lected by Apollo astronauts. 

Tiffany Fowler, Thad Roberts 
and Shae Saur pleaded guilty in 
federal court in Orlando last week 
to conspiracy to commit theft and 
interstate transportation of stolen 

property. 
Undercover FBI agents arrest- 

ed Roberts, 25, Fowler, 22, and a 
fourth defendant, 
McWhorter,’ 26, in Orlando in 
July. Saur, 19, was arrested. in 
Houston the same day. The stu- 
dent workers were fired after the 
arrests. i 

McWhorter, a college friend of 
Roberts, is scheduled for trial in 
February. 

Investigators say the group 
placed an ad in May on the Web 
site of the Mineralogy Club of 
Antwerp, Belgium, offering to sell 
“priceless moon rocks” collected 
by Apollo astronauts in 1969 and 
the early 1970s for $1, 000 to 
$5,000 a gram. 
Two months later, a safe con- 

taining moon rocks from every: 
Apollo mission: was discovered 
missing from the space center. 
Officials said the inventory 
‘offered by the suspects came 
from the safe. - 

“Call 
5735486 
“for 
: Classifi 4 

Gordon’ 

in an online story in the Houston 
Chronicle that she baby-sat the 
two children but knew little about 
the family. She said she called 
police earlier this year after hear- 
ing what she believed to be Navar- 
ro physically abusing his wife. 

/  LocalUN ational 

old Tinperial plant i in 
Sugar Land is shutting down 
SUGAR IAND (AP) — The 158 year-old compa- 

ny that gave this Houston suburb its sweet name 
stopped growing sugar cane around here decades 
ago, and now it is shutting down its 77- year-old 

nery. ; 
The refinery processed up to 3 million pounds of 

granulated, brown and powdered sugar each day. 
Closing it will mean the elimination of more than 

300 jobs, the end of refining in Sugar Land, and the - 
end of an era at Imperial Sugar, one of the state’s 
oldest corporations still operating at its original site. 

“This was truly a business decision,” said Duffy 
Smith, executive vice president of operations. “It’s 
an industry that’s fraught with overcapacity. We, as 
a member of the industry, had the same problem.” 

Imperial refined its last bit of raw sugar last 
week. The company is consolidating refining oper- 
ations at facilities in Gramercy, La., and Savannah, 
Ga. 

Imperial’'s Sugar Land operation is now strictly a 
packaging and shipping facility, with about 100 
workers. The 300 employees who lost their jobs 
when the refinery shut down will be paid through 
the end of January. 

Gloria Nunez, a 51-year-old machine operator at 
the refinery, is a third-generation, Imperial worker. 
Her grandmother, both parents, and four uncles 
either work or have worked there. One of her 
uncles, 81-year-old George Morales, is in his 61st 
year as an Imperial security guard. 

“We're more like family than co-workers there,” 
she said. “I've worked there since I was 19, and this 
really hurts because something like this affects 
everybody. But I have faith. I know God’s going to 
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have Someihing fof me — ifs not Lmperil, will 
be something else.® : 
The company, which has 2.200 €mployees 

nationwide, will keep its headquarters in Sugar 

Closing the refinery won t mak make much ofa dent 
in Sugar Land's economy, which has seen a 158: 
percent jump. in population to more than 63,000 - 

That boom brought with it an influx of jobs as - 
other companies moved in, including oil company 
Unocal; Fluor Daniel, a unit of engineering and con- 
struction giant Fluor Corp.; and K-Tec Electronics. : 

“There's definitely a shift from a cultural perspec 
tive,” said Joe Esch, Sugar Land's economic devel 
opment director. “For more than 100 years, sugar 
has been refined here.” 

Walter McMeans, 73, and his wife, Jane, moved 
to Sugar Land in 1965 when Imperial was still the 
town’s singular industry. 

“It was the godfather of the city,” McMeans said. 
“I would say today the town does not look upon he 
sugar company as they did in the beginning, They . 
know it was here in the beginning, and it helped 
Sugar Land in its development stage, but now a lot 
of other companies are in the city that produce 
jobs. 
The refinery shutdown was necessary to survive 

a U.S. sugar industry that struggles with low sugar 
prices in a market glutted with imports. Trade 
agreements forced the United States to accept guar- 
anteed amounts of imported sugar despite rising 
production from American farmers, and the result- 
ing oversupply has caused prices to drop. 
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SAVE 30-40-50-55 Up & to 60% 
SLEEPER SOFAS 
Good selection, loveseat, 

full and queen size sleeper. 
Several colors and styles. 

Values to $699.9 

SALE $299 up 

3 PC. LIVING 
ROOM SET 

Button tufted country style in 
nice mult blue fabnc 1 only 
CLOSE Req. $799.95 

we $499 
1 ONLY - ALL 

WOOD ROCKER 
Slat back and seat 

Reg. $119.95 

sae $55 
TWIN OVER FULL 
BUNK BEDS 

DECORATOR 
METAL DAYBED 
Complete with rails and 
bedding. Hurry for this 

ne $88 
5 PC DYNAMIC 
OAK BEDROOM 

Door dresser & chest, mir- 
ror, headboard, nite stand 

Reg, $699.95 

se $399 
SOFA & LOVESEAT 

In rich green cover - 1 only 
Closeout price 
- Reg. $699.95 

e $447 
VANITY DRESSING 

CHAIRS 

Twin Set ... Reg. $169.95 

Full Set Reg. $219.95 

MARKET SPECIAL SETS 
15 YEAR WARRANTY 

Twin Set . 
Full Set 

.. Reg. $269.95 . . Sale $138 
Reg. $349.95 ...Sale $168 

Queen Set . Reg. $449.95 . Sale $198 

COMPLETE OAK 
WALL BED io 

Headboard, mirror, bridge 
2 pier "Ss R 28 95 

sae 

4PC LIVINGROOM 
GROUP 

QUEEN SIZE PILLOW 
TOP MATTRESS SETS 
Great value - while 5 sets 

ENTERTAINMENT. 
CENTER 

In black oak finish- 1 only 
Reg. $199.95 

sae $127 
GLIDER ROCKER 
W/MATCHING 
OTTOMAN 

Choice of “99” 

- SALE 

8 PC. LIVINGROOM 
GROUP 

DECORATOR 
WING BACK 

Sturdy iron construction. 
Choice of colors, with bedding 

Req $399.95 

ue $5288 
GOOD SELECTION 

CURIO CABINETS 
Several styles and finishes 

SALE 

FUTON -SOFA 
Sofa by day and sleeps 2 by 

night. Super buy. Reg. $249.95 
SALE 

$158 
5 PC. DINETTE & 
4 LADDER BACK 

CHAIRS 
Reg. LY % 

with velvet seats, 
choice of colors 
Reg. $69.95 

SALE 

TRADITIONAL ASHLEY 

LOVESEAT & 
CHAI 

Beautiful accent wood - 1 
only R 3 95 

ne $5388 
SWIVEL 
ROCKER 

In a rich decorator 
velvet cover 
Reg. $239.95 

owe $5148 
ROCKER- 
RECLINER - 

Large size, with control 
handle, choice of colors 

. ous 5199 

King Set ....Reg. $509.95 .. Sale $268 

BACK BEAUTY SETS B 
“OUR BEST SELLER" 

Twin Set, 

King Set i. Reg. $699.05. Sale $348 

"DELUXE PILLOW TOP, SETS” 

Ful Sot a $490.95 1. Sale $345 
Queen Set: Reg. $599.95... Sale $298" 
King Set po eg $799. 954%. 

i { MATTRESS an si 10! 
LL < + Disc. Cover. Peg. $199.95 Sale $99 a 

Cr iat a ie a Bathe wn [ey XN YET i 

...Reg. $399.95 . Calo $178 : 

: Rag susss -. Sale $218; 
- Queen Set Reg. $549.95... Sale $268, 

Includes sofa, loveseat, 

-3PC GLASS TOP 
COFFEE AND END 

TABLES SET 

CHAIRS 
of colors. Reg. 

4 DRAW R 

Nice wood grain finish - 
hurry for these. 

6 PC. FAMILY 
ROOM GROUP 

ncludes sofa, chair, 


