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By Roy McQueen

The feller on Deep Creek
says, “Real do-gooders never
pay any attention to who gets
it.”

For several months, the Snyder
Daily News has been publishing
addresses of men and women
serving in the military.

Snyder’s Truman Wilson, who
served almost 27 years in the
Army Air Corps, say those who
have been gone for a long time
still appreciate hearing from folks
back home.

Wilson’s son, Col. J.D. Wilson,
is serving as chief of intelligence
planning for the regional head-
quarters of allied forces in North
Europe, headquartered in The
Netherlands.

Col. Wilson took time to write
to Roman Munoz, a student at
Snyder Junior High.

“What a nice surprise to hear
from you. I received your letter of
28 September this week. Mail
takes a long time to get here and
since my address is an APO you
probably didn’t know until you
saw my letterhead that “here” is
The Netherlands (Holland).

“Unfortunately, this will take
even longer to get back to you,
given what’s happening in the
larger post offices on the east
coast. Even though it took awhile
to get here, the timing of your let-
ter's arrival couldn’t have been
better, because | was here.

“I'm gone quite a bit. Last week
[ was in Budapest, Hungary; the
week before in CalaiS; France
Canterbury, England; and two
weeks before that in Helsinki, Fin-
land. Monday I deploy to Wro-
claw, Poland for nearly the rest of
the month. Next month it’'s Ger-
many and England again.

“It has taken a couple of days to
write back because, as | am sure
you will understand, there’s a lot
going on over-here. The Interna-
tional School, where my son
Reston i1s a 9th grader and where
my wife teaches, had to evacuate
a couple of days ago because of a
bomb threat. We have to take
such threats seriously... They
even have a big Dutch* SWAT
Team van out front 24 hours a day,
plus blockades, and concertina
wire, but that’s just the way it is.
We are careful, but we still have a
lot of fun.

“You wrote that you were In
Snyder Junior High School and
that you played on the Tigers foot-
ball team. So I figure that you
must be in the 9th grade and that
you must be pretty good to play
for the Tigers.

“I always ask my Dad, who lives
right around the corner from your
school on Gary Brewer Road,
how the Tigers are doing.
Whether it's football, basketball,
baseball or the One Act Play, |
always want to know. I am proud
of Snyder and remain a loyal fan.

“Thank you Roman, for writ-
ing... saying that I am in
your thoughts even though you
don’t know me. Your letter
reminded me that it’s people like
“— YU el yOur wachers and tami-

{im that make me and other serv-
ice members want to do what we
do. There are things that are
worth fighting for. Don’t be con-
cerned about this war. There will
be losses and sacrifices and

things may get worse, but we will
prevail. ... God Bless the USA.”
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HELPING OUT -
Leslie - Wright,  Joan
Bunch and Kent Wright
sell programs to Peters-
burg fans Friday night
as Tiger Stadium hosted
an area playoff between
the Buffaloes and Wink
Wildcats. In the left
photo, Mollie Shearer
mans the ticket booth at
the game. It takes about
30 volunteers for the
Snyder Chamber of
Commerce to hold a

playoff game at the sta-
ium. (SDN  Staff

Community-wide blood
drive planned this week

United Blood Services,
Cogdell Memorial Hospital

Auxiliary, Scurry County
Blood Drive Advisory Coun-
cil and Blue Bell Creameries
are asking all €ligible blood
donors to give the gift of life
Tuesday from 10 to 7.

The community-wide blood
drive will take place at the
First Baptist Church Familv
Life Center located at 1618
26th St. On Wednesday, the
drive moves to Cogdell
Memorial Hospital from noon
to 5 p.m., and on Thursday,
staff and employees can con-
tribute from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the Price Daniel Unit.

Rhonda Teal of United

FORECAST - ALMANAC

Blood Services in Lubbock
said the organizers of the
drive are encouraging Snyder

Drive is Tuesday
at First Baptist
Church Family

- *‘1‘* - S "l"-l'"'-:'i‘-'l-f' i

~~Life Center

citizens to roll up their
sleeves and help save a life
during one of these drives.
“Blood drives around the
holidays are especially impor-
tant because not only do the
donations decrease drastical-

ly, but the usage historically
increases,” Teal said.

United Blood Services
needs 150 units of blood daily
to secure blood products to
the 39 area hospitals in thirty
counties they su%ply.

In addition to Blue Bell ice
cream, donors will receive a
T-shirt as well as coupons

aiig QOO PriZeés irom local

merchants and restaurants. A
mini-physical and checks on
blood pressure and iron lev-
els will also be administered.
Donors are asked to bring a
list of medications currently
being used and a picture 1.D.
“Please take the time to

give the gift of life,” Teal said.

- »

Last call for
parks survey

Friday is the deadline to return
the survey issued earlier this
month concerning the desires of
citizens as they relate to future
plans of the Scurry County Parks
Department.

A 13-person parks committee,
appointed by the commissioners’
court on Oct. 5, hopes the survey
reflects public sentiment about
the county’s parks and recreation
facilities. Survey results will dic-
tate what the group does next.

The one-page survey, which
can be found on Page 2A of this
edition of the SDN, explains

“which facilities are included

under the newly organized parks
department headed by Snyder

native Scott Crenwelge.

Included under the parks
department umbrella are the
Boys and Girls Club, the colise-
um, the community centers,
Towle Park, North Park, Winston
Park, all county sports fields, the
swimming pool, Kiddie Park, the
Senior Center and Towle Park
pond.

Some additional facilities being
suggested are walking paths, a
skate park, sand volleyball
courts, an enclosure at the pool
and water slides, an additional
pond at Towle Park and improve-
ments at both golf courses.

The survey asks residents
which facilities they use most and
are also asked to rate the condi
tion of the parks and whether or

Estes, Underwood...

not they are interested in seeing
improvements and additions to
the parks.

The survey also asks for addi-
tional ideas for new facilities and
has space for comment on exist-
Ing ones.

Survey participants are asked
their age and how long they have
lived in the county. A respon-
dent’s name is asked for, but not
required.

The survey also poses the
question “would you attend a
town meeting and support the
decisions made?”

Public hearings have been
scheduled around the county in
December to discuss the park
plans with citizens.

The first will take place Dec. 3
in Ira, then another Dec. 4 at
Hermleigh and a third, Dec. 6 at
the county barn in Snyder.

The surveys are available at
American State Bank, First Amer-
ican Bank, West Texas State
Bank, and Snyder National Bank,
plus at Lone Cleaners, Jack’s
Used Cars, Patterson-UTI, and
the Sonic Drive-In.

Parks committee member Day-
ton Robertson said in an earlier
interview with the SDN that sur-
vey results would not be tabulat-
ed until every survey has been
turned in.

Surveys can be returned to any
of the businesses cusrently dis-
tributing them, or mailed to
Snyder Daily News, PO. Box 949.

Early voting starts
Monday in runoff
for Texas Senate

Persons wishing to vote early
in the Texas Senate District 30
runoff will have five days to do so
beginning Monday.

Early voting will end Friday.

Voters cast their early ballots in
the county clerk’s office on the
third floor of the courthouse for
either Republican Craig Estes or
Democrat Greg Underwood.

The election will be Tuesday,
Dec. 4.

Estes is from Wichita Falls and
1s in the farm fertilizer business
in that community, and Under-
wood is an attorney in Bowie.

Estes garnered 47.3 percent of
the votes on Nov. 6 district-wide,
while Underwood had 23.2 per-
cent of the votes cast for him.

Locally, Estes received 344
votes, or 48.53 percent, and
Underwood received 125 votes,
or 17.39 percent.

This edition of The Snyder

News was late coming

off the press due to computer
problems.

The problem is expected to
be corrected over the week-
end and normal delivery
times resumed.

TODAY’S THOUGHT

— . W o N g P ey e

The runoff is necessary
because no candidate captured a
majority of the vote.

The election is open to all reg-
istered voters in Scurry County,
and all others in the 36-county
Texas Senate District.

Besides Scurry County, Dis-
trict 30 consists of Archer, Arm-
strong, Baylor, Briscoe, Carson,
Castro, Childress, Clay,
Collingsworth, Cooke, Cottle,
Dickens, Donley, Fisher, Floyd,
Ford, Grayson, Hall, Hardeman,
Haskell, Jones, Kent, King, Knox,
Montague, Motley, Stonewall,
Swisher, Throckmorton, Wheel
er and Wilbarger counties, as
well as parts of Collif, Denton
and Taylor couties.

Voters may cast ballots in the
runoff election even if they did
not vote on Nov. 6, said County

Late paper. 1.

50th anniversary of Winston
Field.
The Snyder Chamber of Com-

merce will host an open house at

el ..
Presently, the U.S. Air Force is
building a remote electronic scor-
ing site at the airport.
It is cxpected to be operational

in the spnng.
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Refinery explosion sparks blaze

HOUSTON (AP) — Flames Officials said firefighters had
shot out from a refinery in the blaze under control Friday

Pasadena after an explosion in a mﬂn
liquefied petroleum gas unit, dy Trembly, executive vice
president for Crown Central,

authorities said.

The initial explosion at the said they had accounted for the
Crown Central Petroleum plant 155 company employees and
occurred at about 8 p.m. Friday. contract maintenance workers.

Trembly said the LPG unit was

It was followed by two others,
sending flames as high as a cou- being emptied for maintenance
when the pump connection with

ple hundred feet into the air.
the unit came loose, releasing

Police said one person
received minor injuries. The the gas that then ignited. Flames
burned in several towers.

worker was treated and released
from Bayshore Medical Center Plant worker Danny Ameccua
was 150 feet from the unit during

on Friday night.
Two young men shot to déath

FORT WORTH (AP) — Two young men were shot and killed early
Friday morning in north Fort Worth, pohce said.

Authorities were investigating the crime and had not identified any
suspects as of Friday afternoon, said Lt. Duane Paul of the Fort Worth
Police Department.

The Tarrant County Medical Examiner’s Office identified one of the
victims as Martin Lopez, 21.

Neighbors reported hearing screeching tires about 1:30 a.m. Fni-

day. Family members discovered the bodies in the street at about 3
a.m., authorities said.

the first explosion.

“We felt the explosion, ran and
got into my truck,” said Amec-
cua, who does insulation work
for the plant.

“There were nine of us driving
away in my truck when the sec-
ond explosion happened. We

my windshield would shatter,”

Ameccua told the
Chronicle for Saturday’s editions.

Galena Park police officer C.
Pruett said he was told that lique-
fied gas exploded and there was
no danger from breathing it, but
that residents, as a .normal pre-
caution, were advised to stay
indoors and turn off their air con-
ditioners.

fires as far as six miles from the
scene.

“We were watching television
when we felt an explosion, the
whole house shook,” said Jose
Padilla, who lives several miles
from the plant. “We heard a sec-
ond explosion and felt heat on

our faces.”

Ihe “Public is invited fo the
O4th “Birthday “Party

TEXARS LOTTERY

7 R

Cash Five
AUSTIN (AP) — The win-
ning Cash Five numbers drawn
Friday by the Texas Lottery:
4-14-21-28-32

Pick 3
AUSTIN (AP) — The win-
ning Pick 3 numbers drawn

Friday by the Texas Lottery, in
order:

for
"Granny Bill” “Featherston

“luesday, Yovember 27
at 7:00 p.m
“Held in conjunction with

[he Annual ‘Fall ‘Revival

at the

Lighthouse Assembly of God e

Texas Two Step
AUSTIN (AP) — The win-

ning Texas Two Step numbers
drawn Friday by the Texas Lot-

Cake & Coffee will be served tery:
S ———————

Jocated at Ave. G and 30%h

4-8-1821
Bonus number 19 |
Estimated )ackpot: $400 000

o4 ) n
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[ want to thank the
Commissioners Court for
making the land available for
the assisted living facility at
Cogdell Memorial Hospital.

Today’s long term care insurance
provides coverage for licensed
assisted living facilities.

Give me a call to see how this fits
Into your plans for the future.

David Holt
Insurance

111 College Ave

573—3255 877-57 1-3255
(toll free)

could feel the heat and I thought [ 48

Houston B

Residents reported feeling the
explosions and heat from the .o

INDIAN PROGRAM — David Hanes recently er. Both sets of Hanes’ grandparents are full-
shared his knowledge of Indians with Stanfield blooded Cherokee. His Indian name is Silver
students. He is showing them a dream catch- Fox. (Staff Photo by Shirley A. Gorman)

‘Prom mom’

CLINTON, N.J. (AP) — A
young woman who gave birth in
a bathroom stall at her high
school prom then killed the
infant before returning to the
dance floor is expected to be
freed from prison next week.

Melissa Drexler, now 23, has

~ served just over three years of

the 15vyear sentence she was
given after pleading guilty in 1998
to aggravated manslaughter.

She is expected to be freed
from the Edna Mahan Correc-
tional Facility on Monday, her
lawyer, Steven Secare, said in Sat-
urday’s editions of The Record of
Hackensack.

Berry's World

DID You

As an 18year-old senior at
Lacey Township High School,
Drexler concealed her pregnan-
cy from the baby’s father and her
parents. She gave birth on June
6, 1997, in a restroom while at the
prom and threw the 6-pound, 6
ounce boy into a trash can before
returning to the dance.

She was originally charged
with murder but pleaded guilty to
the lesser charge of aggravated
manslaughter. Her sentence
allowed her to come up for parole
in September.

If the killing had occurred

three days later, Drexler would
have been required to serve a

KNOW THAT
FLYING (IS

s 2 TR TS o rorivn

oe

improvements and additional facilites.

=

to be released from prison

longer term. Under the state’s No
Early Release Act, which took
effect June 9, 1997, Drexler
would have had to serve at least
85 percent, or 12 1/2 years, of her
term.

Actor helps raise funds

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Actor
Gregory Peck has helped raise
S$350,000 to teach adults to read.

Peck is the honorary chairman
of The Literary Odyssey Dinners,
fundraising events that are held at
celebrities’ homes and feature a
well-known author. The dinners,
which cost S300 to $2,500 per
plate, took place Nov. 3 in Santa
Barbara and Nov. 5 in Los Ange-
les County.

Philanthropist Eli Broad donat-
ed $200,000 of the money for adult
literacy programs through the
Los Angeles Public Library and
its 67 branches.

» THE SNYDER

- DAHLY NEWS

[ -‘-‘H +|lll—|-.- #
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Publishing Co., Inc., 3600 College Ave.,
&W,Tﬂﬂ?ﬁﬂa

Periodicals postage paid at the post
office at Snyder, Texas, Publication Num-
ber USPS611-520.

POSTMASTER send change of address
to P.O. Box 949, Snyder, Texas, 79550.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: By carrier in

and out of state $113.85.

Roy McQueen, Publisher
Wade Warren, Managing Editor
MEMBER OF THE
ASSOCIATED PRESS
The Associated Press is exclusively
entitled to use for republication all news
dispatches in this newspaper and also
local news published for republication of

special dispatches.

COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION SURVE®
Msmubmmmbhmdmm&hmdmmmmbhc
opimon about our Parks and Recreation Facilities. The information will be used to make recommendations for

The facilities that come under the Parks and Recreation Department include, but are not limited to the following:

Boys and Girls Club, Coliseum, Community Centers, Towle Park, North Park, Winston Park, Sports Fields
(Soccer, Baseball, Softball), Swimming Pool, Kiddie Park, Senior Center, PI‘kPmd

Suggested additional faciities:

Walking Paths, SMMMVMMW‘:SMAMMWCW
1) Whach facilities do you use the most?

A)

2) How often do you use them?
____Daly

Weekly

B)

____Monthly

3) Rate the condition of the Parks and Recreation areas.
Excellent Good Faur Poor

Yearly

O)

4)Mmmdmmnmmmbhhhw

_Very

No Opimion

5) Which new facility would you like to see added? List your suggestion here that may not be listed above.

6) Are you a resident of Scurry County?

7 ) MRS UTOUP 18 or under

s)mmm.mmmmhm-m

9) Name (Optional)

e e —

Yes No

19-28 26-45

e e e ———

Yes

46-60 60+

No

Thank you for your participation, please drop off the completed form at any of the following locations by November

30th.

Lone Star Cleaners
Jack’s Used Cars
Patterson/Ut
Sonic Drive-In

Amernican State Bank
Fifst Amencan Bank
West Texas State Bank
Snryder National Bank

Please add your comments and suggestions in the space below:

Local/N
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EAST READER
read books to E
to Susan Briser
in Brooke Coza
adopt-a-school |

Hayh Hes
Hilary Duff t

LOS ANGELES
Duff, the 14-year-

andthe D unult:y Cl

children’s’ st
McGuire,” will ho
les Master Chora
day program Dec.




L.ocal/News

AIKMAR -

EAST READERS — Texas Savings Bank employees recently
read books to East fourth graders. Julie Odom (top photo) read | the CherryVale Mall's center
to Susan Brisendine’s class and Toni Cox (bottom photo) was | court. The fire was just outside
in Brooke Cozart’s class. Texas Savings SN &L
adopt-a-school partners. (Staff Photos by Shirley A. Gorman) | department store in this Rock-

Hayh Henderson
Hilary Duff to host show

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Hilary
Duﬁ, the 14-year-old star of ABC

children’s’ show “Lizzie
McGuire,” will host the Los Ange-
les Master Chorale’s family holi-
day program Dec. 1.

ANNUITIES

o to 10 years
Guaranteed
Interest

Call for Rates

Ernie
Sears
1816 26th
Street
573-3858

and the D umucy Channel's popular §

HOUSTON (AP) — Wide dis-
crepancies between state and
| federal reports on sexual
! assaults has prompted Texas
House Speaker Pete Laney to
urge state legislators to study
the statistics and perhaps
Susan Lara change the way the information

is accumulated..
Head Start In the most recent Uniform

Crime Report, compiled by the
Texas Department of Public

teaCh er is Safety, there were an estimated

7,629 sexual assaults committed
in Texas in 1999.

*
recognlzed But the national crime victims
center at Medical University of
Susan Lara, a teacher for Scur- South Carolina puts that num-
ry County Community Services Der at 104,516. _
Early Head Start Program, has UCR data is based on ‘infor-
been awarded a Child Develop- mation from 956 Texas sheriffs

ment Associate (CDA) credential anq chiefs of_ police, while _the
in recognition of outstanding national data is based on nation-

work with young children. al random surveys about crime

The credential was awarded by and 2000 Census data for Texas.
the Council for Professional _Laney, D-Hale Center, asked

Recognition in Washington, D.C. the House Criminal Jurispru-
Lara is a former Head Start par-

ent and has been with the local

{ Early Head Start since last

December. She has also worked

in the daycare program and is cur- . Nov. 24, 2001
rently enrolled at Western Texas  Tu4ay is the 328th day of 2001

o College where she will complete .4 the 64th dav of fall.

1 her associate degree in Early TODAY’S RY: On thls
Childhood Education. She plans day in 1871, the National. Rifle
to continue her education with a Association was founded in New
bachelor’s degree. York City.

lara is marred to Savino lLara On this da in 1852 Com-
g e h Tl and they have four children, “modore Matthew Perry sailed
DS B LN I Anthony Matt.hew 5 Alex' 4 from NOI'fOlk, Va, to negouate a
besiois fawl and Maricus 9 AnatweofSnyder tl"et;tyofﬁ'lendshjpand commerce
she is the daughter of Emily and ™0 thoe” day in 1972, “In Con
Billy Bennett of Ira and Jerry cert” was first broadcast on the
Freeman of Haskell. ABC television network. The name
of the show was later changed to
“Don Kirshner’s Rock Concert.”
Man Sets TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS:
a Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677),
hlmself On Dutch philosopher; Laurence
Sterne  (1713-1768),  writer;
ish missionary; Zachary Taylor
Ire 1N Mal | 50550705 Sresdont oo
- CHERRY VALLEY, I (AP) | 2Ptn CE6R1917), piamstcomp
——A man-shouting “freedom | < Dal¢, Carnegie gﬁg
and liberty for all” set himself | (1925, editor-writer, is 76; scar
on fire in a suburban shopping | Robertson (1938), basketball
mall Friday and hurled flaming | great, is 63.
objects at shoppers before he TODAY’S SPORTS: On this
was subdued and hospitalized ~
in critical condition, officials
and witnesses said.
Four other people also were
injured.
Witnesses said the man,
identified by authorities as
Richard Lewis, 27, was yelling
about freedom as he leaned
from a mezzanine railing and
threw burning packages onto

Bank is one of East’s | the second-floor entrance to a

. for'gwsubllllrb. bt i
Henderson IS | o shoppers subducd him

in Who’s Who &“ﬁ;‘iﬂﬁ&ﬁ%ﬁﬁ
for 2nd year wis had stretched h

said Lewis had stretched his

_ _ leg over the railing as if to jump

Hayli Henderson, senior at Sny- | down to the center court,

der High School, is again being | where hundreds of shoppers
recognized in Who's Who Among | were waiting in line.

Amenican High School Students. Police said Lewis apparently

o doused himself with gasoline.

Hayli is the daughter of Don | He also carried a backpack

and Freida Henderson of Snyder. | containing jugs of gasoline and
Grandparents are Steve and Flora | ammonia that he lit and

Stephens of Snyder and Herman | dropped
and Earline Mason of Kinder, La.

Fnends and Famlly of
S.W. “Red” Trevey

| are invited to a
90th “Happy Bzrthday”

T T
at the home 0 er,
Margaret Dillaha

1555 CR 2202
on Saturday, Dec. 1, 2 to 4 p.m.

-----------
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dence Committee earlier this
month to study the manner in
which sexual assaults are

reported by different groups.

Ellen Cohen, president of the
Houston Area Women’s Center,
said many of the women coun-
seled by the center choose not

to report their sexual assaults.

“Clearly the numbers that are
reported do not indicate the
number of sexual assault sur-
vivors,” Cohen told the Houston
Chronicle for Friday’s editions.

Laney also told another group
of lawmakers, the House Judi-
cial Affairs Committee, to study
the feasibility of creating a
statewide sexual assault preven-
tion program.

Both committees will report
to the Legislature in January
2003 any suggestions for
changes in the law.

“We are very pleased that

Speaker Laney recognizes the

importance of dealing with the

Date Books

day in 1953, Walter Alston signed a
one-year contract to manage the
. Brooklyn Dodgers.
TODAY’S QUOTE: “Do the

thing you fear to do and keep on
doing it. ... That is the quickest and

surest way ever yet discovered to

er fear.” — Dale Carnegie

moon (Nowv. 30).
Copyright
Enterprise Assn.

Sunday, Nov. 25, 2001
Today is the 329th day of 2001
and the 65th day of fall.

TODAY’S HISTORY: On this

day in 1811, the U.S. Senate
approved President James Madi-

son’s nomination of James Monroe
as Secretary of State.

On this day in 1920, WTAW of

College Station, Texas, broadcast
the ﬁrst play-by-play coverage of a

football

Mousetrap. A.gatha Chnstle
mystery, ed on the London

stage. Itlsstlllrunmng, albeit in a
different theater.

QnﬁxmweH{AandevammlHaneLm

nnybemthaeaivmtagemsmym
ﬂmal-y&rad]Mrate()rS-ywln]kmloan.

¢ Size T Be Friendly”

3610 College Ave. 573-4041

DAY’S MOON: Between
first quarter (Nov. 22) and full

2001, Newspaper

moon (INO 30D e

State lawmakers question
statistics on sexual assault

silent crime of rape,” said Sher-
ry Boyles, executive director of
the Texas Association Against
Sexual Assault. “We look for-
ward to working with legislators
to examine these critical aspects
of the fight to end sexual vio-
lence in Texas.”

There are two problems with
the DPS crime statistics, said
Ron Acierno, an assistant pro-
fessor with the National Crime
Victims Research and Treat-
ment Center .at Medical Univer-
sity in South Carolina.

“First, a person actually has to
report it to the police. And we
know that only about one out of
eight rapes is reported,” Acierno
said. “Step two, the police actual-
ly have to believe the person. It’s
always a subjective evaluation on
the part of a police officer about
whether an event occurred.”

Police are likely to be most
skeptical about date rapes and
spousal rapes, Acierno said.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS: Lope
de Vega (1562-1635), Spanish
dramatist; Andrew Carnegm (1835
1919), tycoon-philanthropist;
Carry A. Nation (1846-1911), tem-
perance advocate; Angelo Roncalli
(1881-1963), Po gélohn XXIII; Vir-

gil Thomson (1896-1989), compoo-
er-music critic; Joe DiMa

(1914-1999), baseball great;
Larroquette (1947-), actor, is 54

TODAY’S SPORTS: On this
day in 1937, Colorado defeated
Denver 34-7. In the game, future
Supreme Court justice Bryon
r” White, an All American,
rushed for two touchdowns and
scored another on an interception.
TODAY’S QUOTE: “The worst
sinner has a future, even as the
greatest saint has had a past. No
onelssogoodorsobadashe
mamnhn es.” — Sarvepalli Radhakr-
ishnan
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Foreign exchange students
heading overseas not afraid

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) —
JuliAnpa Poole was set to leave
for a year as a foreign exchange
student in the Czech Republic
whén terrorists hijacked four air-
planes and crashed them into the
World Trade Center, the Penta-
gon and a Pennsylvania field.

“We had a big blowup on the
11th,” said her mother, Stephanie
Poole of Spencer, W.Va. “I was
yelling, “You're not going,’ and

she was yelling back, “Yes, | am.”

She was so adamant.”

JuliAnna, who eventually per-
suaded her mother to let her go,
isn’t alone in her interest. Across
the country, high school students
have been flooding exchange
programs with applications.

Rotary International’s Youth
Exchange Program for high
school students has seen a surge
in interest in the past few
months. The number of applica-
tions received through Wednes-
day for next school year was up
about 110 percent compared to
the same period last year, said
spokeswoman Christine Sobolak
in Evanston, Ill.

Another exchange program,
AFS Intercultural Programs, has
seen a similar increases in inter-
est, said Christine Vogel, vice

president for AFS/USA in New

York.
“Since September 11th, we

Projects’

HOUSTON (AP) — Two con-
struction projects — one flood-
ed by Tropical Storm Allison
and the other delayed by revi-
sions — have cost Harris Coun-
ty taxpayers S35 million more
than expected.

The two county buildings —
the Criminal Justice Center and
a new jail — are both part of a
self-contained “county com-
plex.”

Some see the inflated price
tags as a result of poor work-

m or. a flawed construc-
ug priesi "Others aftribute it | .

tomthe county’s ever-changing *

needs and its desire for mod-
ern, cost-effective buildings.

“What the county has gotten
is what the county wanted, and
they got it at a competitive
price,” said Jack Linville, presi-
dent of Pierce Goodwin Alexan-
der & Linville, the firm that
designed both projects.

The county  originally

planned to open the jail in
March 2001, at a cost of S69.4

million. The plan now calls for
an August 2002 opening and a
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When the day comes for you to change jobs, you may have to
decide what to do with your 401 (k). By making the rnight choice, you
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have all been saying ‘What can

we do?” Vogel said. “For these
students, the answer is to make a
personal commitment to increase
understanding of the world and
the people in it.”

Organizers feared programs
for teen-agers would suffer in the
aftermath of the Sept. 11 attacks,
but the opposite is happening.

At a recent informational meet-
ing in State College, Pa., Rotary
members handed out apphca-
tions to 50 students — far more
than the usual five or six, said
Carl Hill, a Rotary coordinator.

“This is more interest than
we've ever had,” Hill said. “It
amazes me that we would have
that kind of response after Sept.
11.

“When [ wvisit high schools,
kids all over the place want to
hear about the program. None of
them have expressed fear about
having the opportunity to travel
and study abroad. They articu-
late concerns about the world,
but it’s as if they are more inter-
ested in promoting peace and

understanding.”
Each vyear, about 130,000

American college and high
school students study abroad,
according to the Institute for
International Education. About
8,000 high school students are
overseas this school year

cost up $35 million

cost of $85.7 million.

The Criminal Justice Center
opened in January 2000 — only
a few months behind schedule
and with a $95 million price tag,
near its early projections. But it
remained open only 17 months
before fldoding from Tropical
Storm Allison forced county
officials to close it down in
June.

When it reopens in April, S19
million more will be spent for
repairs, flood prevention, a new
elevator and the movement of .

electronic and  electrical sysn-

tems to upper floors.

Builders and county officials
say they cannot have been
expected to foresee flooding of
the type produced by Allison.
But critics of the new court-
house surfaced long far before
the flooding, complaining of
slow elevators, a lack of stair-
way access, noisy holding cells,
leaky pipes and faulty wiring.

County Judge Robert Eckels
and Public Infrastructure Direc-
tor Art Storey said the build-
ing’s glitches were the kind

How to Move Your 401(k) to an IRA

can save yourself hassles, aggravation — and money.

o s . v ol R AR e T W W

You actually have several options for dealing with your 401(k). You
could, of course, cash it out, but you'd have to pay income taxes on
the proceeds, plus a possible 10 percent early withdrawal penalty.
You also may be able to move your 401(k) money to your new
employee plan, if the plan allows it. Or, you may even be able to keep
your money in your former employer’s plan, although you won’t be
able to make any more contributions.

However, if you're like most people, you'll move your 401 (k) funds
to an IRA. In that case, you’ll have to decide how you want to make
the move: via an “indirect rollover” or “direct rollover.”

If you go the indirect rollover route, you'll receive your 401 (k)
money in a check, made out to you. To avoid paying any taxes and
penalties, you must move these funds to an Ira within 60 days of get-
ting the check.

So far, so good. But the check you get for your 401(k) will be for
only 80 percent of your account balance. The IRS takes the other 20

-percent to cover any possible income taxes you may owe on your
distributions. And you must dip into your savings to come up with

the missing 20 percent to complete the rollover within 60 days. If you
don't, the 20 percent will be taxable to you. And if you're younger
than 59%, you also may have to pay the 10 percent early withdrawal

- If you do pay the 20 percent yourself, you will get it back as a
refund, as long as you owe no additional income taxes for the year.
But in the meantime, you've been greatly inconvenienced.

You can avoid these problems by selecting the “direct rollover”
method of moving your 401(k), nothing will be withheld, so you
won’t have to worry about paying taxes or raiding your other invest-
ments to come up with the missing 20 percent. In fact, with a direct

rollover, you'll never see your 401 (k) money; it moves from your old
place to your IRA.

: a “rollover IRA.” If you have money in a rollover IRA
f tually transfer it to a new employer’s 401(k) plan, if
accepts funds from previous plans. But if you place your old 401(1()

- moncy in a pre-existing IRA, you'll never be able to put these 401(k)

funds in a new employer’s plan.
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through Rotary, and nearly 1,800
are traveling abroad with AFS.

Steven Smith, a high school
junior from Martinsburg, W.Va,,
has applied to participate in a
Rotary program next school year.

“We're showing the world that
we are not afraid,” he said. “Even
after everything that has hap-
pened, we're not scared to go out
in the world. We'’re not going to
close the borders and not let any-
body in or anybody out.”

Steven finds it hard to contain
his enthusiasm for the opportuni-
ty to study abroad. But his par-
ents, like many across the world,
have questioned whether they
should send their child thou-
sands of miles away from home
during such uncertain times.

After the bombing of
Afghanistan began, Steven
agreed to a compromise that sat-
isfied his parents.

“I wanted to go to Spain but |
thought that was too close to
where everything is happening,”
he said. “Now | want to go to Aus-
tralia.”

Andrea Suzzarini, 17, of
Venezuela, was attending Mar-
tinsburg High School through
the Rotary program when the ter-
rorists hit. Her mother wanted
her to come home immediately.

“‘'m not scared, so I didn’t
think I should go,” Andrea said.

seen in almost auny new struc-
ture. And most, they said, were
resolved before Allison struck.

Linville said most of the com-
plaints were unrelated to his
company's work but instead
were the result of the county’s
decision-making process.

PGAL designed the court-
house, and Manhattan Con-
struction Co. built it. PGAL also
designed the new jail, which
Manhattan also is building.

Linville and Leonard J.
dRejc'ek, p}'eﬁidelr:t of ‘the Tocal W : ..

ivision of Manhattan, say con-
tractors Thate been ‘Criticized School as®hown in the bottom ph
unfairly.

Commissioner El Franco Lee
and Storey, the county’s point
man on the projects, agrees.
Storey said the Criminal Justice
Center was built to withstand a
100-year flood, but that Allison
went beyond a 500-year event.

But Commissioner Steve
Radack said the figure to pre- SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Nue-
vent the damage had to be less ces River Authority officials are
than the amount to fix it. seeking help from the state to
Radack publicly floated the idea stop people from driving their

of suing the contractors for the four-wheel-drive vehicles
repair costs, an idea that never through the river.
generated support. Officials with the river

“l don’t think it’s acceptable authority say the weekend off-
to say, ‘Other buildings were road warriors are plowing up
damaged, so it's OK county stretches of the river.

buildings were too,” “ he told “The entire 108 miles of the
the Houston Chronicle. Nueces River (in Real, Uvalde

Happy Holidays,
Snyder! g, ‘i *

We have a lot to be thankful for
during the holidays because of you
— our friends and neighbors here
in Snyder. It is a pleasure to be

part of this community. Enjoy the
Thanksgiving holiday.

You're invited to a Christmas open -
house:

Location: Snyder Office
Date: Dec. 12
Time: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

1-800-441-3096  915-573-4055
www.edwardjones.com
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sica Penida, Nicole Molter, Skylar J ones, Nelson Seam Kmley Glenn I.npe Garm, Bally
Louisa Guzman, Baylee Lewis, Matt Daniell. (Staff Photos by Shirley A. Gorman)

River board wants streambed
declared off limits to vehicles

and Zavala counties) has been
heavily impacted — some areas
more than others,” Sky Lewey,
public outreach associate for
the river authority, said. “There

- is not a single area where you

can'’t find a tire track.”

The authority is requesting
that the Texas Parks & Wildlife
Department declare the entire
stretch of the river a scientific
area, similar to the designation
for large sections of the Texas
Gulf Coast that have been
placed off limits to boat traffic
in order to protect sea grasses.

“There has always been
some vehicle traffic in the
water, but in the last five years
we have been seeing organized
four-wheel-drive clubs,” Lewey
told the San Antonio Express-
News for its Saturday editions.
“In past years, the traffic was
one or two vehicles. Now it is
hundreds a day. This is just like
plowing a field. Once a year is
fine, but plowing every day will
make the field sterile.

Bobby Mansanarez, presi-
dent of the Midnight Four
Wheelers of San Antonio, said
the authority and local
landowners are exaggerating
the damage and are simply
seeking to control access to
public property.

“They are saying thmgs that
make us sound like we're a
bunch of outlaws out there,” he
said. “We don't rip up banks
and tear down fences.”

River authority officials here
have complained that in addi-
tion to the damage to the

industrial

or TOXicC

May occur 30 to 50 years after

exposure lo asbestos. Many work-
ers were exposed from the 1940s
through the 1970s. Industrial main-

Taylor, wildlife biologist fo
Texas Parks & Wildlife Dep t-

GCANGE

streambed, gravel bars and

riverbanks from tire tracks, pol-
lutants from the numerous

vehicles are unavoidable.

Melissa Parker, special proy
ects coordinator for the depart-
ment’s resource protection divi-
sion, said a possible scientific
area designation is just one of
the many options under consid-
eration.

Parker said the task force
will have representatives from

the different agencies involved’

in control of the public water

and property, who will work.
with members of offroad vehi-

cle clubs interested in main-
taining their access to the river.

Texas Parks & Wildlife Com:-.

mission Chairwoman Katharine
Idsal, who has -presided over
two meetings where the ¢omn-
mission has discussed’ the
issue, has said that legislative
relief through a statewide man-

date about streambed access

may be the best solution.

Mims said there are no cur-
rent laws preventing anyone
from driving recklessly within
the normal boundaries of the
river. Public access to public

water, including driving in the

Y ALA I.-.I.IL

water or on a dry riverbed, is
guaranteed under state law.

In a report prepared b Rick

ment office in Uvalde, the dam-

age from off-road vehicles was

described as having reached

the point that “only a fraction of
the nverbank and bed are un-
impacted.”

NO FEE
FOR
FIRST VISIT

Ryan A. Krebs, MD, JD
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