
(INBRIEF)
STATE
Testimony begins on 
science, evolution

A USTIN (AP) — The State 
Board of Education got an earful 
Wednesday from experts and activists 
concerned about the way evolution is 
t a i^ t  in public schools.

Dozens of people, including a six- 
member expert review panel, lined up 
to testify as the board considers new 
science curriculum standards that will 
be in place for the next decade. The 
standards adopted also will dictate 
how publishers handle the topic in 
textbooks.

The crowd— as well as the review 
panel — was sharply split on the pro­
posal to drop language in the current 
curriculum that requires teachers to 
address “strengths and weaknesses” of 
scientific theory.

NATION
C aroline Kennedy 
withdraws Senate bid

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) —  Pub­
lished reports say Caroline Kennedy 
is withdrawing her bid to join the 
U.S. Senate in the seat once held 
by her uncle, slain Sen. Bobby Ken­
nedy.

The news is a shock to supporters 
and to New York Gov. David Pater­
son, who has said he hopes to make 
an appointment by the weekend.

Citing personal reasons, Kennedy 
ended her monthlong bid to succeed 
Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, who 
was confirmed as secretary of state 
Wednesday.

WORLD
F irs t w ar ta l ly :
1.284 Gazans dead

KHAN YOUNIS, Gaza Strip 
(AP) —  Squatting in the rubble, 
his briefcase perched atop his 
knees, the human rights researcher 
interviewed residents of a house 
shelled by Israel as he compiled a 
list of Gazans killed and wounded 
during Israel’s offensive against 
Hamas.

Yasser Abdel Ghafar’s work is 
part of a painstaking endeavor by 
the Palestinian Center for Human 
Rights to count the casualties of 
the 23-day war. The group released 
a final tally Wednesday, saying
1.284 Gazans were killed and 
4,336 wounded, the vast majority 
civilians.

DEATH TOLL
4  2 2 9

U.S. m ilitary deaths in 
Iraq since fighting began

SOURCE: Associated Press, confirmed by the Department of Defense
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Gitmo war court halted at Obama request
By BEN FO X

A ssociated P ress

G U A N T A N A M O  BAY N A ­
VAL BA SE, Cuba (A P) —  The 
Guantanamo Bay war crimes court 
came to an abrupt halt Wednesday 
as military judges granted President 
Barack Obama’s request to suspend 
proceedings while he reviews his 
predecessor’s strategy for prosecuting 
terrorists.

The judges quickly agreed to a

120-day suspension of the cases of a 
Canadian accu§ed of killing an Amer­
ican soldier in Afghanistan and five 
men charged in the Sept. 11 attacks. 
Similar, orders are expected in other 
pending cases pending before the 
Guantanamo military commissions.

Judge Stephen Henley, an Army 
colonel presiding over the Sept. 11 
trial, accepted the prosecution argu­
ment that it would be in the “interests 
of justice” to give the new administra­
tion time to review the commission

process and decide what to do next, 
a decision tied closely to Obama’s 
pledge to close the detention center.

The five charged in the Sept. 11 
attacks had said they wanted to plead 
guilty to charges that carry potential 
death sentences and their alleged 
ringleader, Khalid Sheikh Moham­
med, told the court he opposes the 
delay.

“We should continue so we don’t 
go backward, we go forward,” said 
Mohammed, who shrugged off the

prospect of a death sentence at a 
pretrial hearing at the base earlier in 
the week.

Another judge agreed to a suspen­
sion in the case of Canadian Omar 
Khadr with a one-sentence order.

Obama’s order to seek a suspension 
of the proceedings came just hours 
after his inauguration.

Prosecutor Clay Trivett said all 
pending cases should be suspended be­
cause the new administration’s review 
of the military commissions system

may result in significant changes that 
could have legal consequences for the 
defendants.

In Washington, the administra­
tion circulated a draft executive order 
that calls for closing the detention 
center within a year and reviewing the 
cases of all the nearly 245 still held. 
The government would release some, 
transfer others and put the rest on trial 
under terms still to be determined. 
It was not known when Obama in­
tended to issue the order.

Crabtree merchandise sales dwindle as former Texas Tech receiver enters NFL Draft
By HANNAH BOEN

Staff Writer

Former Texas Tech receiver 
M ichael Crabtree’s recent deci­
sion to enter the N FL Draft has 
left some local retail stores with 
more crabs than they bargained 
for.

Some store owners have found 
it difficult to sell some crab-relat­
ed merchandise that,_W^ % ing 
off the shelves last fall.

A lthough N C A A  rules kept 
retailers from stocking Crabtree- 
specific items, the Red and Black 
Bookstore saw a demand for crab 
hats and jewelry, which owner 
C hris Toelle said they success­
fully sold during the football 
season.

“They’ll probably have to be 
given away because I doubt any­
one will buy them now,” Toelle 
said, “unless M ike Leach finds 
another good guy with crab in 
his nam e.”

Although Crabtree merchan­
dise was popu lar last season , 
Toelle said  the success o f the 
entire team was what drove their 
sales more than the success o f a 
single player.

Both Toelle and other local 
store owners agreed N C A A  rules 
caused difficulties.

“W hen Crabtree was a fresh­
man, we’d do the shirts with a 
crab and a tree,” Toelle said, “but 
everyone in town was told to stop 
making that stuff.”

Even with a halt put on some

items, A lan  Berger, the owner of 
C am pu s D esign  and  D ouble T  
Zone, said his stores successfully 
sold hats, jerseys and T-shirts bear­
ing the number five, and they will 
continue to do so until the demand 
goes away.

Berger had no complaints about 
losing the player who generated 
a m oney-spending fan base, and 
he said he will continue to be a 
Crabtree fat>.

“W e’re happy if he does well,” 
he said, “and I will be a fan  of 
whatever team he goes to.”

Red Raider Outfitter’s manager 
Mary Oaks said the store has had 
no trouble selling any jerseys or 
T-shirts related to Crabtree, and in 
fact, customers are still purchasing 
clothing after the player’s decision 
to leavè the team.

“There’s a customer buying his 
stu ff right now,” she said while 
working in the store, “and it will 
continue to sell through the sum­
mer and next year, I think.”

T h e  store purchased  a large 
order of number five jerseys before 
C h ristm as, O ak s sa id , and the 
entire order has left the shelves. 
However, R ed R aider O utfitters 
is selling N o. 5 and former Tech 
quarterback Graham Harrell jerseys 
at a discounted price.

Oaks said she has not been as 
fortunate with other crab memo­
rabilia, and she expects to have to 
absorb the cost o f dozens o f plastic 
crabs bought for last year’s Crabtree 
fans.

W hile some stores have marked
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TEXAS TECH  JERSEYS are not on sale at Campus Design on 98th Street and Quaker Avenue, because retail­
ers hope the next No. 5 player generates as much fan devotion as former Tech reiever Michael Crabtree.

down N o . 5 m erchandise, a few 
store owners are waiting to see the 
potential o f the next player wear­
ing N o. 5.

T h e m anager o f the C am pus 
Design South Plains Mall location, 
Doug Tipton, said he has been in the

business long enough to know that 
someone else eventually will play for 
Tech wearing a N o. 5 jersey.

In the meantime, Tipton said he 
has seen the potential o f making 
money with a winning team and 
believes the Crabtree merchandise

will continue to sell.
“We don ’t th ink we’ll lose 

any money on it,” he said. “Our 
income will come indirectly, and 
we still sell m erchandise for a 
great university.” 
>4^hannah.boen@ttu.edu

GM falls behind Toyota in annual global sales
By B R EE FOW LER

A ssociated P ress

NEW  YORK (A P) —  Toyota Motor Corp. 
sold more cars and trucks worldwide than any 
other automaker last year, seizing the crown 
General Motors Corp. held for 77 years. But 
with its overall sales having fallen for the 
first time in 10 years and the entire industry 
mired in a slump, there’s little for the Japanese 
company to celebrate.

GM  said Wednesday it sold 8,355,947 cars 
and trucks around the world in 2008, falling 
about 616,000 vehicles short of the 8.972 mil­
lion Toyota announced Tuesday. GM  said the 
shortfall was mainly caused by the economic 
downturns in the U .S. and Europe that slashed 
vehicle demand in those major markets, where 
Toyota doesn’t have as large of a presence.

Mike DiGiovanni, G M ’s executive director 
of global market and industry analysis, down­

played the significance of the drop to No. 
2, saying that the automaker is focused on 
profitability rather than sales volume.

“I don’t think being N o. 1 in vehicle 
sales means much at all to the American 
consumer,” DiGiovanni said in a confer­
ence call with reporters and analysts. “ I 
think what matters most to the consumer 
is strong brands and strong products. And 
the key thing right now with what the 
industry is going through now is viability 
and profitability.”

Detroit-based G M , which has closed 
plants and laid off workers to cut produc­
tion as it faces the worst U .S . auto market 
in more than 25 years, received a $13.4 
billion lifeline from the federal government 
last month. But the bailout requires GM  to 
submit a plan for long-term viability, and 
the loan may be called back if the govern­
ment hasn’t determined by March 31 that

the plan can succeed.
D iG iovann i said all autom akers are 

currently facing risks and challenges not 
seen since the Great Depression, and he 
pointed out that even Toyota expects to 
post an operating loss for the current fiscal 
year —  its first in 70 years.

Toyota’s overall global sales fell 4 per­
cent for 2008, marking that automaker’s 
first decline in a decade. The Japanese au­
tomaker has cut production in both North 
Am erica and Japan  to align its product 
offerings with slowing consumer demand.

G M  posted  an  11 percen t drop in 
global sales, including a 21 percent drop in 
North America. GM  Europe sales fell 6.5 
percent, including a 21 percent plunge in 
the fourth quarter as the global economy 
melted down.

Those declines were partially offset by a 
3.2 percent increase in sales at G M ’s Latin

America, Africa and Middle East region, and 
2.7 percent growth in Asia-Pacific sales. Sales 
outside of the U .S . accounted for 64 percent of 
G M ’s global sales in 2008, up from 59 percent 
the year before.

Toyota’s move into the top sales spot wasn’t 
unexpected. The automaker nearly leapfrogged 
GM  in 2007, selling only about 3,000 fewer ve­
hicles than the U .S. company did that year.

DiGiovanni said Toyota’s move to the top 
of the sales rankings doesn’t necessarily signal 
a turning point in the industry. He said it’s en­
tirely possible that G M  could regain the No. 1 
spot once U .S . and European markets recover 
and sales in key emerging markets pick up.

“That story has yet to be written,” D iG io­
vanni said. “Nobody knows what’s going to 
happen.”

GM  shares rose 3 cents to end at $3.53, 
while Toyota’s U .S . shares rose $1.64, or 2.5 
percent, to $67.52.
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Tech provides aid to Lockney High Schooi
By M A H  COBB

S taff Wmim

Tlie Texas Tech University Library 
is lending textbooks to Lockney High 
School after a lire destroyed its facilities 
last week.

Lockney High School —  which is 
located about 60 miles northeast of Lub­
bock —  caught on fire Jan. 4 because of 
an apparent arson. Two female suspects 
are in cust ody.

Tech is trying to provide assistance to 
the school in an\way possible, said Laura 
Heinz, the head of information services 
at Tech’s library’.

“We are simply wanting to make 
sure the teachers and students have the 
materials they need to go forward in the 
classrcKm,” she said.

Tech’s library is lending out textbooks 
to the school, Heinz said. The university’ 
only lent out teacher editions of state 
adopted texts, and so tar has lent about 
100 textbooks to the high sch(X)l.

Tech’s library has a a)llection of both 
teacher and student editions of high 
school textbooks for every subject in 
its facilities, she said. The books are for 
education majors so they can have access 
to the materials for learning purpo.ses.

Tech is using a library’ van to pick up 
and return books, Heinz said. Riglit now, 
volunteers are not needed to provide as­
sistance in the exchange process.

“(Lending books) Ls not costing Tech 
airy’thing,” she said, “it takes some time, 
but that’s okay. It’s nothing monetary.”

Lockney students are encouraged 
to sign up for library’ cards, Heinz said, 
because die library allows community 
members to get library curds to use the 
facilities.

The university is coordinating with 
Region 17 Education Service Center to 
help provide needed materials, .she said. 
The center is an organization that pro­
vides support; to schools in its region.

Many schools and universities in 
the state have made contributions to 
the Lockney School District, .said Jerry 
Hogue, a field service agent at the Re­
gion 17 ESC.

“I’ve actually gotten calk from other 
parts of the state asking how they could 
help out,” he said.

The center sent a list of items and 
textbooks that Lockney High School 
needed, and a large amount of people 
have contributed aid, Hogue said.

Todd Hallmark, the principal of 
Lockney High School, said die amount 
of aid and support the school has re­
ceived is “fantastic.” Schook, businesses 
and indmduakliave made contributions 
to assist Lockney students.

“(Neighboring school districLs) have 
been awesome,” Hallmark said. “They 
have called offering anything we may 
need to use from textbooks to other 
resources.”

The textbaiks Tech has lent have 
been very beneficial to the school, he 
said. The school should have all of the 
textbooks it needs by die Ixiginning of 
next w'eek.

PHOTO BY KERRY LENTZ/The Daily Toreador 

TO M  R O H R IG , A SSO C IA T E  librarian, Arlene Paschel, sciences li­
brarian, and Jack Becker, Associate librarian, were appointed to gather 
information and to work with Region 17 on what Lockney High School 
needs were as a result of a school fire.

Tlie high school now is focusing 
more of its needs on teacher and student 
supplies. Hallmark said.

Lockney High students are using the 
First Baptist Church in town as a tem- 
¡xirary classroom facility, he said. The

school will relocate to portable buildings 
within the riext two or three weeks.

“We’re thankful to everyone for 
helping us get back ory our feet and keep­
ing us moving on,” Hallmark said. 

nfiatthew.cobb@ttu.edu

Scientist: New fault could 
mean major Ark. temblor

LITT LE R O C K , Ark. (A P) 
— A  previously unknown fault 
in eastern Arkansas could trig­
ger a m agnitude 7 earthquake 
with an epicenter near a major 
natural gas pipeline, a scientist said 
Wednesday.

Haydar Al-Shukri, the director 
of the Arkansas Earthquake Cen­
ter at the University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock, .said the fault is sepa­
rate from the New Madrid fault 
responsible for a series of quakes 
in 1811-12 that caused the Missis­
sippi River to flow backward.

Acres of cotton fields cover 
the fault west of Marianna, about 
100 miles east of Little Rock, but 
stretches of fine sand mixed with 
fertile soil gave away the fault’s 
location, Al-Shukri said. Liquefied 
sand bubbled up through cracks in 
the earth, while ground radar and 
digs showed vent s l:hat: let: the sand 
reach the surface, he said.

The fault, likely created in the 
last 5,000 years, .sparked at least 
one magnitude 7 earthquake in its 
history. Such temblors cause mas­
sive destruction in their wake.

“This is a v^ry’, very dangerous 
(area) at risk of earthquake,” .Al- 
Shukri said. “When you talk about 
(magnitude) 7 and plus, this is go­
ing to be a major disaster.”

Al-Shukri did not identify a time 
frame for the potential earthquake.

Such a quake would affect Little 
Rock and neighboring states such 
as Tennessee and Mississippi, Al- 
Shukri said.

The researcher has said a gas 
pipeline crossed the newly discov­
ered fault. He declined to name the 
company that owned the pipeline, 
but said it w’as building a large line 
through the area, mirroring the old 
one’s path.

A  map made by the Arkansas 
Public Service Commission shows an 
Arkla Energy Resources pipe in the 
area. CenterPoint Energy Inc., w'hich 
owns Arkla, did not return a call for 
comment Wednesday.

C lin t S tep h en s, the ch ie f o f 
pipeline safety at the commission, 
said the federal government would 
oversee any interstate lines. A  call to 
U .S. Department of Transportation’s 
Office of Pipeline Safety was not im­
mediately returned.

Hundreds of earthquakes occur 
each year, including several in Ar­
kansas. Most Arkansas earthquakes 
occur in the state’s northeast comer 
in the New Madrid Seismic Zone, 
but A l-Shukri said the Marianna 
fault was not connected because it 
was too far from the temblors caused 
bv that zone.

Tara West building expected to be sold to bidder
By MIKE GRAHAM

S taff WiiiFR

The Lubbock City Council w'ill 
vote today on finalizing a contract to 
sell the Tara West building.

Regardless of the outcome of the 
vote, one thing is for .sure: The build­
ing will not stay put.

Larry Hertel, a city engineer, said 
the City of Lubbock purchased the 
Tara West building for $1.9 million 
for the rights to move it or demolish it 
to expand Slide Road into a five-lane 
road between Fourth Street and Loop 
289, and eventually beyond.

“Because, of the building, every­
thing is all at an angle,” he said.

Tire building is located at 5204 
Fourth St,, at the intersection of 
Fourth Street and Slide Road.

Sally Abbe, a city’ employee w'ho 
works with the Planning Committee, 
said the Tara West building officially 
was acquired by the city in October.

According to the City of Lub- 
lx)ck’s Request For Proposals on the 
building, W’hich w'as the avenue for 
the city tt) accept bids in the auction, 
the city’ was seeking the best solution 
regarding the Tara West Building.

A request for proposal binds the 
City of Lubbock by law to accept the 
best proposal, but not necessarily the 
most cost-effective solution.

Councilman Paul Beane, District 
4 City Council representative, said 
the expansion of Slide Road is part 
of a project to enhance the economic

grow’th of northwest Lubbock .
“We have got to make room for 

the Northwest Passage,” he said. 
“This is a part of our plan to increase 
the accessibility’ to northwest Lub­
bock to enhance economic develop­
ment on that side of town.”

Beane said the city’ purchased the 
building and considered physically 
dismantling it and moving it to a 
location on Buddy Holly Avenue 
to serve as the city’s visitor’s center. 
Those plans fell through because 
it was not seen as econom ically 
feasible.

“1 think everyone, myself in ­
cluded, would like to see the building 
preser\'ed,” he said. “But the building 
has numerous problems. Moving it 
would be a logistical nightmare.”

Rob A llison, an assistant city 
manager for development, said mov­
ing the building alone would cost 
about $80,000. The city had consul­
tants look at the building, and it was 
determined the city also would have 
to pay to bring the building up to 
code, build a new roof and founda­
tion, and update the utilities includ­
ing plumbing and electrical w'iring.

“There was little or no savings in 
using that building,” he said.

Efoane said the city determined to 
auction off the building. The auction 
deadline was Jan. 7, but no bids were 
received. City council extended the 
deadline and received at least one 
offer.

Marta Alvarez, the City of Lub-
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T H E  TA R A  \ \T S T  building Monday at 4th and Slide Rd.
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bock’s Purchasing Manager, said 
due to the contract on the building 
not being finalized, no inform a­
tion regarding bids received can be 
released.

The city councils agenda for to­
day’s meeting indicates the council 
W’ill vote to authorize Mayor Tom 
Martin to execute a contract with a 
Mike L, Haggard for the sale of the 
city-ow’ned Tara West building.

Linda DeLeon. District 1 City 
CounciUepre,sentative, said the con­
tract is expected to be approved.

“It should be a piece of cake to 
get (the contract) approved,” she 
said. “A t one time we were going to 
demolish it. We’ll take the bid and 
move on.”

T h e Tara W est building was 
constructed in 1941 for John King, a 
legendary baseball player in the Texas 
League, according to the historical 
information section of the RFP. Tire 
home is built to look like the “Tara” 
home from the movie “Gone With 
the Wind.”

'Plte home w’as sold by the King 
family in 1948 to the W.E. Armstrong 
family w’ho lived in the house and 
farmed in the acres surrounding it, 
according to the RFP.

In 1980, the A rm strong fam ­
ily sold the building to Tara Land 
Company, according to the RFP. 
The surrounding land was developed 
into a subdivision and Slide Road 
was extended. Later, the house was 
converted into a restaurant named 
Tara, and then the building was 
converted to office use for Rip Griffin 
Companies.

The City of Lubbock designated 
the Tara West Building a Lubbock 
Historic Landmark Feb. 14, 1980, 
according to the RFP. The building 
is not a Recorded Texas Historic 
Landmark and is not on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The Texas 
Department of Transportation and 
Texas Historical Commission deter­
mined the property w'as not eligible 
for the National Register. 
^ m i c ! iael.graham@ttu.edu
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Powder mailed to newspaper, law school
NEW  Y O RK  (A P ) —  A uthor­

ities investigatin g white powder 
found in envelopes at New’ York’s 
W all S tree t Jou rn al say sim ilar 
mail W’as received at H arvard Law 
Sch o o l in M assachusetts.

P o lice  ev acu ated  about 250 
people from the Jo u rn al’s M an ­
h attan  new sroom  and executive

S E R E N I T Y  M A S S A G E
/

S e r e n i t y  S e m e s t e r  S p e c i a l s
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10 - 30 m inute S eren ity /D eep  Tissue Sessions fo r only  $300.00
(savings o f  $100.00)

5 - One H our Sw edish M assage S essions fo r only  $250.00
(savings o f  $25.00)

10 - O ne H our S w edish M assage S essions fo r on iy  $400.00
(savings o f  $150.00)

5 - O ne H our S eren ity /D eep  Tissue S essions fo r only  $275.00
(savings o f  $50.00)

10 -  O ne H our Seren ity /D eep  T issue S essions fo r on ly  $500.00
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Appointment preferred but waikins and last minute call in wil! be accomodated.

$10.00 off coupon for one hour swedish/serenity/deep tissue session
_________________  3225 50th Street, A-4 (806) 791-4500

offices W ednesday after about a 
dozen envelopes were found. FBI 
spokesm an Jam es M argolin  says 
five em ployees were decon tam i­
n ated  as a precaution .

A  n ew spap er sp ok esw om an  
said the New’ York m ail was a d ­
d ressed  to  se v e ra l ex e c u tiv e s . 
T h e  p o stm ark  was K n o x v ille , 
Tenn., but each  letter had a d if­
ferent return address.

T h e  F B I in K n o x v il le  sa id  
anoth er letter w’ith powder and 
a K n o x v ille  p o stm ark  was r e ­
ceived at H arvard Law  Sch oo l, 
addressed to political com m enta­
tor A lan  Dershowitz. H e recently 
published an opin ion  piece in the 
Journal defending Israel’s actions 
in G aza. It w asn ’t im m ediately  
clear if Dershowitz w’as at H ar­
vard when the letter arrived.

T h e  Jou rn al is pub lished  by 
Dow? Jon es &  C o ., a d iv ision  of 
th e m ed ia  and e n te rta in m e n t 
com pany New’s C orp .

T h e FBI Jo in t Terrorism  Task 
Forces in New' York and K n o x­
v ille  in  p a r tn e r sh ip  w ith  th e 
U n ited  S ta te s  Postal In spection  
S erv ice  w’ere in v estiga tin g  the 
in c id en ts . T h e  D ep artm en t o f 
H om eland Security  was m onitor­
ing the situation .
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Report: 4 9  deaths in Texas child-care 
facilities, none reported in Lubbock

By K EN D Y L SEBESTA
CoNiaiiUTiNS Writer

The Texas Department of Fam ­
ily and Protective Services W'eb 
site reported the deaths o f 49 ch il­
dren in Texas due to unregulated 
child care from 2004 to 2007, but 
none of the deaths were reported 
in Lubbock County.

T h e U .S . C onsum er Product 
S a fe ty  C o m m iss io n  W eb s ite  
reported  several c ircu m stan ces 
could cause death in young ch il­
dren . C r ib s  th a t  c o n ta in  so ft 
bedding and do not m eet safety 

. s ta n d a rd s , u n sa fe  p la y g ro u n d  
surfacing and m aintenance, the 
improper use or absence of child 
safety gates, and the accessibility 
o f hazardous c lo th in g , window 
chords, and recalled products are 
the leading causes o f child death 
in Texas ch ild  care centers and 
homes.

Greg Cunningham , spokesman 
for the Lubbock D epartm ent o f 
Fam ily and Protective Services, 
said Texas family child care homes 
and ch ild  care centers becom e 
u n re g u la ted  and  ille g a l w hen 
they are not listed, registered or 
licensed with the Texas D epart­
m ent o f Fam ily and P rotective  
Services.

“O ften family hom es are not 
registered or listed with the de­
partm en t because they are not 
aware that the law requires them 
to ,” he said. “O nce they become 
aware, they usually work wuth us 
without any problem .”

Listed family homes typically 
care  for on e or two u n re lated  
children and undergo background 
ch ecks and in itia l in spectio n s, 
Cunningham  said, which require 
the homes to adhere to a set o f 
minimum safety standards estab­
lished by the Texas Department of 
Family and Protective Services.

“We do not conduct regular 
inspections of listed family homes 
outside the initial inspection,” he 
said. “To get out and inspect all 
the homes is verr- hard. It is a ques­
tion of scale and resources.”

The absence of continual in­
spections also prevents the depart­
m ent from ensuring listed family 
homes meet the one-to-two child 
requirement for listed status, C un ­
ningham said.

“Th e law requires them to re­
port increased num bers,” he said, 
“but there is no one going out 
and checking up on them every 
m onth.”

C unningham  said listed fam ­
ily homes are m onitored in other 
ways by the Texas D epartm ent of 
Family and Protective Services.

“L isted  fam ily hom es are is­
sued a certificate once they pass 
initial inspections,” he said. “The 
certificates must be renewed annu­
ally and new background checks 
have to be subm itted at that time 
too .”

A  $20 annual certificate  re­
newal and $2 annual background 
check are the only departm ental 
co sts incurred by listed  fam ily

North Korea, Iran 
open to US efforts

SEO U L, South Korea (AP) 
North Korea and Iran, two nations with 
nuclear aspirations the U.S. wants to 
thwart, lx)th signaled Wednesday that 
they were open to new initiatives from 
President Barack Obama that could 
defuse tensions.

A  newspaper considered a mouth­
piece for the North Korean government 
said the communist regime is willing to 
give up its nuclear weapons if the U.S. 
agrees to conditions imposed by the 
North, including establishing formal 
diplomatic relations.
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M IC H ELLE ELLIO T T, A  preschool teacher at the Child Development Research Center, reads “ Pirate G irl” 
to a group of students at the center’s playground Wednesday.

homes, Cunningham  said.
Registered child care homes are 

inspected by the departm ent every 
one to two years while licensed 
child care homes undergo inspec­
tion every 12 m onths, according 
to the Texas Department of Family 
and Protective Services Web site. 
L isted , registered  and licen sed  
child care homes all face inspec­
tion if the departm ent receives 
a report alleging ch ild abuse or 
neglect.

C hild care homes that provide 
care for six children who are less 
than 14 years of age and six school- 
aged children must be registered 
with the departm ent, according to 
the Web site. Licensed child care 
homes may provide care for seven 
to 12 unrelated children.

Licensed child care centers are 
held to the sam e standards and 
regulations as licensed child care 
homes, according to the depart­
m ent’s Web site, but may provide 
care for seven or more children 
who are less than 14 years o f age.

The Web site reported licensed 
child care providers must submit 
a $35 non-refundable application  
fee for an initial license to operate, 
a $35 provisional license fee, a $35 
fee for child care operation, and 
a $35 annual fee for all licensed 
child care operators. Licenses do 
not expire unless revoked by the 
Texas Departm ent of Family and 
Protective Services.

C arrie H odnett, associate di­
rector o f the C h ristin e  D eV itt 
and H elen  D eV itt Jo n es C h ild  
D evelopm ent R esearch  C en ter, 
said the center legally must follow 
the standards o f a licensed child 
care home.

“We are both licensed and ac­
credited,” she said, “which means 
we offer certain things like a much 
sm aller child-to-teacher ratio .”

H odnett said the C hild 'D evel- 
opm ent R esearch C en ter m ain ­
ta in s a i- to -9  teach er-to -ch ild  
ratio in its preschool classrooms, 
a l-to-7 ratio in its toddler class­
rooms and a i-to-3 ratio for infant 
care.

“T h e  ra tio s can  actu ally  be 
much sm aller,” she said, “because 
we typically have one or two extra 
assistants in our classrooms at all 
tim es.”

H odnett said licensed and ac­
credited child care centers are sub­
ject to higher standards o f care.

“L icensed  fac ilitie s have a c ­
cou n tab ility ” she said. “ 1 think 
when you d o n ’t h av e  th a t a c ­
countability you are less likely to 
have the potential for a healthy 
environm ent.”

The C h ild  D evelopm ent R e­
search C enter is inspected regu­
larly by licensing officials, H od­

nett said.
“L icensin g officials can drop 

in unannounced to do regulation 
ch eck s a t any tim e ,” she sa id . 
“T ypically  they v isit  us on ce a 
year, but they can definitely show- 
up at anytim e.”

Cunningham  said parents can 
protect their ch ild ’s safety by re­
searching and visiting child care 
centers or homes.

“We would always rather there 
be more safe options for parents 
than n ot,” Cunningham  said. “We 
try to make sure child care provid­
ers are doing the right thing, hut it 
is up to the parents to take respon­
sibility for their ch ild ’s safety.”

P a re n ts  can  a v o id  p la c in g  
their child in unregulated care by 
visiting the Texas Departm ent of 
Fam ily and P rotective  Serv ices 
Web site, he said, to learn whether 
their ch ild  care provider m eets 
listing, registration  or licensing 
requirements.

^ i.sebesta@ttu.edu
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30-50% O FF!
SHOES, HANDBAGS, CLOTHING

W W W G E T A S  U F E R T A N . e e  M

^ -  JÍ

•"Lwbwìttk’» Ta#» kxistfueK»..
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China censors translation of 
Obama’s inauguration address

BEIJING (AP) —  China cen­
sored its translation of President Ba­
rack Obama’s inauguration speech, 
removing references to communism 
and dissent, and quickly halted state 
television’s live broadcast of the ad­
dress when Cold War-era animosi­
ties were mentioned.

One television official tried to 
dowmplay the cutaway as a normal 
break in programming while an edi­
tor wath the China Efeily newspaper’s 
Web site said staff who censored on­
line versioas of the speech likely did 
so because they were “duty-bound to 
protect the country^ interests.”

Tlie new's channel of state broad­
caster China Central Television 
broadcast the speech live early 
Wednesday local time, but appeared 
caught off-guard by Obama’s refer­
ence to how earlier generations of 
Americans had “faced dowm fascism 
and communism.”

The audio quickly faded out from 
Obama’s speech and cameras cut back 
to the studio anchor, who seemed 
flustered for a second before turning 
to ask a U.S.-based CGPv-^ reporter 
what challenges the president faces in 
turning around the economy.

China’s ruling Communist Party 
maintains a tight grip over its entirely 
state-run media. Beijing tolerates little 
dissent and frequently decries foreign 
interference in its internal affairs.

Wang J ianiiong, deputy director of 
the C CTV  general editing department, 
said he did not stay up to watch the 
inauguration broadcast but suggested 
the transition was a normal part of the 
program.

“There are breakaways even when 
broadcasting China’s own meetings,” 
he said. “Am ericans might care a 
lot about the presidential inaugura­
tion, but Chinese may not be very 
interested.”

Politician escapes bombing in Baghdad
B A G H D A D  (A P) —  A  top 

official o f Iraq’s biggest Sunni 
party escaped assassination in a 
Baghdad car bombing that killed 
at least two other people Wednes­
day —  only 10 days ahead of an 
election that could reshape local 
power bases.

T h e U .S . m ilitary  blam ed 
al-Qaida in Iraq for the attack 
aga in st Ziyad a l-A n i, deputy 
secretary-general o f the Iraqi Is­

lamic Party and dean of the Islamic 
University, a Sunni institution.

H is party said  the b last was 
a “dangerous in d ication ” o f the 
perilous security in Iraq, even as 
President Barack C bam a prepares 
to sh ift A m erica ’s focus to A f­
ghanistan.

The car blew up near al-A ni’s 
convoy as it traveled through the 
former Sunni insurgent stronghold 
of Azamiyah in northern Baghdad.

Obama takes presidential oath — again
WASHINGTCN (A P)— Chief 

Justice John Roberts administered the 
presidential oath of office to Barack 
Cbama for a second time, just to be 
on the safe side.

The unusual step came after 
Roberts flubbed the oath Tuesday, 
causing Cbama to rejxiat the word­

ing differently than as prescribed in the 
Constitution.

WTiite House counsel Greg Craig 
said Obama took the oath from Roberts 
again out of an “abundance of caution.” 

The chief justice and the president 
handled the matter privately in the Map 
Room Wednesday night.

Uhe x t

ove
t a t  lance

JecoeleRS

e verket rina.?
S2nd and Stide 
Rociridqe fla z a  

79 4 ^ 9 3 8a. ,
wwiv. roiertiancejewelers. com

D O N ’ T  J U S T  T A N . . . O E T  A  S U P E R T A N i

THE Daiiy Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

ACROSS
1 Lanterns
6 Elicit

11 Fathers
14 Numskull
15 Animal toxin
16 Sales agt.
17 "West Side 

Story" heroine
18 Slur over
19 Raw minerai
20 Start of a quip
22 Triumph
23 Fox chaser?
24 Ocean speck
26 Of poor quality
29 Spoiled kids
32 Blaze the trail
33 Part 2 of quip
37 Bobby of the 

Bruins
38 D O A  sites
40 Coffee server
41 Part 3 of quip
43 Manitoba tribe
44 Gray and 

Moran
45 Lists of 

candidates
47 Donkey calls
50 Long, narrow 

inlets
51 Set the pace
52 End of quip
59 Publishing grp.
60 Concerning 

bees
61 City on Baranof 

Island
62 Dine
63 Dogie catcher
64 Range of the 

Rockies
65 Superlative 

ending
66 Martin of 

"Apocalypse 
Now"

67 Borneo ape, 
briefly

DOWN
1 Peru's capital
2 First 

grandfather
3 Actress 

Servino
4 Fingered, in a 

way
5 One way up

By Alan P. Olschwang 
Huntington Beach, CA

6 Special 
occasion

7 Mark for 
removal

8 P a rtofU N LV
9 Morse 

message
10 Honorable 

retirement title
11 Slink about
12 Eagle's nest
13 Exhausted
21 Tofu source
25 Draft org.
26 Coagulate
27 Queen of 

Olympus
28 Justice Warren
29 False
30 Decisive defeat
31 Vigoda or 

Burrows
33 Disney sci-fi 

flick
34 Mongol's tent
35 Shade source
36 Persons
38 Western 

lawmen
39 Kyoto sash

1/22/09

Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

42 Vocal pitch
43 Register 

operator
45 Female sib
46 Stops in open 

water
47 Above It  all
48 Picture puzzle
49 Alter to fit

50 Taik and talk
53 Moonfish
54 Sage
55 Foundation
56 Blues singer 

James
57 Sacred image: 

var.
58 Caroled

Ombuds Office
A safe place for students & staff 
to bring concerns.
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Morality innate, not 
divine gift from above
It can  and should be argued 

from the dissident poin t of 
view that hum an m orality 

does not com e by way o f som e 
om nipotent sp irit or ben ign  ce- 
lestia l en tity  o f the sky. Indeed, 
the religious soul filled with ec ­
centric  p iety  seem s to insinuate 
and condone w ith u nequ ivocal 
arrogance, quite plainly, that this 
is not the case.

For the zealous believer, there 
can  be no m orality am ongst us as 
hum an brothers and sisters w ith­
out havin g the driving em inent 
force o f a divine creator. T h is is 
a fan tastica lly  arrogant claim , if 
I may speak truthfully —  and it 
is essentially  m ade by those who 
freely im pose upon others their 
k now ledge o f  G o d , ( th a t  is, a 
know ledge supposedly bestow ed 
to  them  from his graces).

Yet, even if I did regurgitate 
what I would hope you already 
know about the hate —  that is, 
the serm ons filled  with degrad­
ing fervor towards specific social 
classes, whether it be ethnicity, 
sexual orientation, political views 
and so on —  from reverends such 
as Pat R o b ertso n , Fred P h elps 
or the late Jerry Falw ell —  the 
m oderate believer will still claim  
that I am but cherry-picking my 
targets.

T h is is indubitab ly  so. I am 
ch o o sin g  the h ard core  se c t o f 
the religious fundam entalists in 
A m erica, but it is not a decision  
made simply because of how silly 
and ludicrous their words actually 
are. It is rather a decision  made 
urgently, which should be met by 
im m ediate discussion am ongst all 
o f us, especially  since we are one 
o f  the last surviving species on 
this fraction  o f a dot in the vast 
and beautiful cosm os we call our 
universe.

1 have a message for these ridic­
ulous “men of G od ,” and if I come 
across with harshness, it is not my 
intention. Actually, strike that. I’ll 
take it back. Th is is on purpose. 
The problem is not the unbeliever. 
It’s Fundamentalism itself.

Parker
Mcinillan

If an y th in g  is to  he sa id  o f 
th e  b ed ro c k  ju s t i f ic a t io n s  o f  
Fundam entalism , I must say that 
th e  s ta te m e n t b eg s i t s e l f  and  
m any in the re lig io u s se c ts  o f 
the world believe it is unam bigu­
ous, so here is w hat is norm ally 
preached: that w ithout a creator, 
a god o f som e kind, there can  be 
no m orality because everything 
is p e rm is s ib le . A llo w  m e th e 
opportun ity  to sh ine a light on 
why th is  s ta te m e n t is o b tu se , 
ignorant, unpalatab le and sc ien ­
tifically  ju st p lain  wrong.

Im agine there wms no sc ience 
or astronom y, no archaeology or 
any o th er b ran ch es o f  eru d ite  
know dedge. Im a g in e  w ith  m e 
even  m ore, back to a prim itive 
an d  arch a ic  tim e, w^hen there 
w as n o  rea l p h ilo so p h y , o n ly  
m ythology. It is a d ifficult task 
in d eed  to  co m p reh en d  su ch  a 
lifestyle, especially  in the period 
we now live.

We kmmv from scientific  re­
search and brillian t m inds such 
as Stephen  Jay  G ould, C arl Sagan  
and R ichard Daw kins that H om o 
sap iens have been  in ex istence 
for at least 100,000 years at the 
earliest. Som e researchers trace 
our origin  back as far as 2.50,000 
years, but 100 ,000  w ill do ju st 
fin e . If  th ere  w as n o  m o rality  
wdthin our hearts, and wm were 
in fact wild, capricious and fero­
ciou s bein gs w'ho are n aturally  
je a lo u s , we n ev er w ould h av e  
m ade it th is far.

It isn ’t a fari'etched theory to 
assert that our charismatic tenden­
cies or our ethics, virtues and com ­
panionship qualities are innate in 
us. It would be impossible to say 
that we would still be a species in 
coexistence with one another if 
this were not the case.

O h  w a it  —  I c a n  h e a r  it 
b e in g  u tte red  now. “ B u t w h at 
about the terrible m en such as 
A d o lf H itler, Jo se p h  S ta lin  or 
M ao Z edon g wdio h ad  no m o­
rality? W ho refused to  believe 
u n iv o cal h um an  so lid ar ity ?” I 
am  e m p h a t ic a lly  c o m fo rta b le  
expressing that there are those 
w-ho refuse to  live in harm ony 
with.others, especially  because of 
diverse ideologies. I’m not going 
to  attem p t to  defen d anyth in g 
th ose  em b arrassin g  sou ls h ave  
done, nor would I want to if the 
opportunity  arose.

How ever, it m ust be said  that 
m orality  is n o t the on ly  th in g  
th a t is in n a te  in  h u m an s. A s 
well as m orality  is innate in us, 
so is anxiety, misery, loneliness 
and fear. L e t ’s ju st face  it like 
ch am p s: p e o p le  are  sc a re d  o f  
d eath , p erce iv ab ly  because  we 
sim ply don ’t know what happens 
after death . We are afraid to die 
and afraid o f the dark and afraid 
o f the unknown.

People prefer theories, w heth­
er they be o f conspiracy or not, to 
no theory at all. It is com forting 
to im agine an ex istence beyond 
th is on e, and even  m ore so to 
convin ce our hearts that th is is 
the case. But that doesn ’t m ake 
it true. A n d  no m atter w hat, we 
should never forget there have 
been thousands and thousands of 
different op in ions on the m atter. 
Isn ’t it in teresting how everyone 
is absolutely  con vin ced  that his 
or her be lie f is the correct one, 
too.

A g a in , the p in n a c le  reason  
beh ind w riting about why I am 
confident that m orality  is innate 
is because I simply do not believe 
we would have m ade it this far 
w ithout traces o f harm ony in our 
hearts. We would have died out 
like all o f the other species that 
are now extin ct.

■ Mcmilian is a sophomore 
English and philosophy major 
from Abilene. E-mail him at 
parker.mcmillan@tto.edu.

Change we can’t see (yet)
By K EN N Y RYAN

Th£ íáttáüon (Texas kSM)

This m orning I woke 
up, got out of bed and 
dragged a comb across

my head.
T hat’s when I realized I had 

been lied to.
Tlte thing is, yesterday I woke 

up, got out of bed and dragged a 
comb across my head. It’s the same 
story the day before and the day 
before. You see the problem now, 
don’t you?

A  certain “someone” promised 
me change, and I’m n^ically not 
one to fmger-point, but —  Cough 
—  Obama —  cough —  is a big fat 
phony liar. I want my change and 
I want i t now.

I spent all morning looking for 
it, but it’s simply nowhere to be 
found. For a moment, I thought I 
had found it when I read there was 
a ceasefire between the Israelis and 
the Palestinians.

Peace in the Middle East, I 
thought, that’s a good start for 
change. But then I realized the 
ceasefire has been in place since 
Saturday, and apparently a “cease­
fire” doesn’t mean anyone has to 
cease firiitg.

Dejected, I recognized that I was 
still going to have to go to school.

Devastated, I realized I still 
needed to graduate and find a job.

Defeated, I looked at my sur­
roundings and found that every­
thing was the same.

Tliere wasn’t one iota of change 
to be found anywhere, not even 
under the couch cushions where it 
usually hides.

Before I signed off on life and 
put myself in a coma to avoid 
four years of disappointment, 1 
consulted an expert to determine 
if maybe this lack, of change was 
jusf a temporary thing. 1 mean, 
change can take time, so maybe 1 
could expect it tomorrow or later 
this week.

Jon Bond, a political science 
professor at Texas A&M , said he 
couldn’t predict when the change 
Obama has promised might begin 
to take place.

“It depends a lot on the presi­
dent,” Bond said. “Some presidents 
get off to a faster start than others.

and you’ve also got the context. A 
lot of the campaign promises made 
were made before this huge economic 
problem came up. Obama said that 
will be the number one priority, and 
other things will have to wait.”

Nobody knows wEen this change 
will arrive? Are you kidding me? For 
all 1 know, it might not even arrive this 
year. Even I can prontise the sheets on 
my bed will eventually be changed at 
some point during the year.

How can the man expect a time­
table of withdrawal from Iraq when he 
can’t even timetable his own change? 
Preposterous.

It is now obvious to me, clear as 
day; the change I was looking for just 
isn’t in the deck for me. I won’t be 
getting my free healthcare any time 
soon, i’ll still be paying for Iraq a year 
from now. And the 2010 national 
champion will still be a BCS concoc­
tion instead of the triumphant victor 
of an actual playoff system.

In t:oday’s day and age I expect, I 
demand, instant gratification.

When I want to change my state 
of boredom, the internet can have 
me entertained at the click of a but­
ton. When I want to change mv state

of hunger, I can have a microwaved 
meal within a minute. What we need 
from the new administration is an 
economic microwave that can resolve 
our woes w'ith little to no permanent 
radiation damage.

I hate to say it, but it seems I may 
have to learn a little patience before 
I get to see the change I seek.

Patience is unheard of in this 
modem w'orld of instant results; I have 
to think back hard to even remember 
the meaning of the word. Distantly, I 
remember a time when my family used 
the oven instead of the microw'ave to 
serrm supper. Though my taste buds 
may have been ravaged by years of 
fast food and microwave dinners, the 
thought of a marinated steak after all 
these years is still enough to make my 
mouth water.

Mmm, steak. Patience might just 
be a good thing after all.

The question is, does the nation 
have enough patience to wait for 
results? I, myself, am skeptical. Four 
years of uncertainty lie ahead, and 
it will take time before change is de­
livered. Be it a burnt hot pocket or a 
succulent steak; only time and a dose 
of patience will tell.

p o p cu ltu re com ics.co m  O  D oug  B ra tto n  2009

Bill Watterson’s A Beautiful Mind

Israel, Palestine Facebook protesters showing commitment without cause
S TAFF EDITORIAL

S hown D aily  H eh a ld  (S hown I U

A lmost as soon as Israel 
started its invasion of 
G aza, an unexpected  

front opened up across the Western 
world —  the Facebook front.

F aceb oo k  m em bers qu ick ly  
“donated their sta tu s” to Israel 
or P a le stin e . Israe l su p porters 
counted Hamas rockets and fans 
of Gaza monitored civilian deaths. 
Europeans took to the streets, sort 
of the reality version of Facebook, 
and marched in the tens of thou­
sands to show solidarity with Gaza 
or Israel.

Why are people, specifically  
Americans and Europeans, so ve­
hemently protesting or supporting 
Israeli actions? They would have 
you b elieve th at the answ er is 
sympathy. W hether protesters are 
sympathizing with horrible living 
conditions in Gaza, Israelis under 
fire from Hamas rockets or victims

of state violence used by Israel, the 
protestors claim  to respond to a 
perceived injustice.

W ith this as their rationale and 
the civilian and rocket counters 
clicking away in the blue and white 
Facebook background, the protests 
are quite confusing. It is very dif­
ficult to exp lain  why a conflict 
that has been relatively peaceful 
has prompted 30,000 sympathetic 
people to march in Paris and pos­
sibly even more people to join  our 
Facebook status war.

How can a conflict wuth 5,100 
injured and another approximately 
1,100 dead be considered peaceful? 
Context.

W hile the Sudanese genocide 
does get some attention, it is noth­
ing compared to the response to Is­
rael and Palestine’s latest war. More 
than  200 ,000  people have died 
there since 2003, and many others 
have been brutally displaced.

O ther conflicts provide even 
greater perspective. S ince 1991,

more than  a m illion  people are 
estimated to have died in Som a­
lia. M illions more have fled their
h o m e s ,  w h ile  ..............................
th o se  th a t stay  
are in danger of 
rape and stoning.
The death toll in 
m o stly  M u slim  
Som alia, and the 
m uted in te rn a ­
tion al response, 
belies the claim  
th a t th ese  pro-

tests are purely ^  F o C e b o o l i
re lig iou s in  n a ­
ture.

O f course, if 
state violence is 
the prob lem  in 
Israel and Pales­
t in e , th en  w'hy 
h a v e n ’ t p eo p le  
taken to the streets to protest what 
is occurring in Zimbabwe, w'here 
R o b e rt  M u g a b e ’s g o v ern m e n t 
has terrorized its population and

With this as their 
rationale and the 

civilian and rocket 
counters clicking 
away in the blue

background, the 
protests are quite 

confusing, ^

refused to accept the results o f an 
election?

You want real state violence?
...............................  L o ok  at N o rth

Korea which has 
been described as 
a giant concentra­
tion camp where 
living conditions 
are “worse than 
indentured servi­
tude.” Again, no 
large protests, no 
donated statuses, 
nothing.

A nd the rea­
son th a t th ere  
were no protests 
ov er th ese  s ig ­
n ifican tly  more 
destructive con­
flicts, but there 
h a v e  been with 
regard to the cur­

rent situation in Gaza, is simply 
fashion. It is more in vogue; it is 
sexier to ‘show solidarity with Gaza’
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than it is to focus on conflicts which 
exhibit much more completely and 
much more intensely, the problems 
people have with Israeli, or for that 
matter Palestinian, actions over the 
last several decades.

Israel is no closer to affecting 
Americans or Europeans than any 
o f these other conflicts. A lm ost 
none of us Americans would even 
know there was a conflict in Gaza if 
not for the TV, the Internet and the 
newspaper. Excluding those of us 
with relatives in the region, a small 
minority, it doesn’t touch us.

During the buildup to the Iraq 
war, a favorite counterargument to 
invasion was that America was not 
invading North Korea when there 
was hard evidence that they had 
a W MD program. Surely, the Left 
insisted, this war was not about 
security but something else — be 
it oil or revenge. The same logic 
applies here. The protests are about 
‘something else.’

Those who respond that these

conflicts are not in com petition 
with one another are copping out. 
O f course, comparative horrors in 
other locations cannot be used to 
justify  the actions in Israel and 
Gaza.

H ow ever, they do ca ll in to  
question the motives o f those pro­
testing for humanitarian reasons. 
If humans, regardless of their re­
ligion, race, ethnicity and gender, 
are really the central concern, the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict would 
be relegated to the backburner.

Th e question  is not whether 
the protests come out o f purely 
humanitarian motivation —  they 
don’t. The real question, and one I 
have serious trouble answering, is: 
What about Zionism or anti-zionism 
is so cool?

It is high time that those sympa­
thizing with the civilians of Israel 
and Palestine re-examine their feel­
ings and figure out why they are 
actually taking the sides they have 
chosen. It isn’t simply sympathy.
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Students pay tribute to Lunar 
New Year with wishing tree

By CARRIE THORNTON
S taff Writer

The Chinese Student Association 
began celebrating the Lunar New 
Year on Monday with events such as 
the Wishing Tree, which took place 
Wednesday in the Student Unioit 
Building.

“In the Chinese culture, instead of 
New Year’s resolution, they celebrate 
with New' Year wishes,” said J obi Mar­
tinez, director of the Cross-Cultural 
A cadem ic Center. “Traditionally 
families would give red envelopes 
with money or other small gifts.”

A t the Wish Tree event, the asso­
ciation provided Chinese snacks and 
refreshments and a craft table where 
students could decorate a custom 
pocket to put their wish in.

Students ŵ ere invited to write 
their wishes dowm and hang them on a 
Christmas tree. The tree was adorned 
witla pockets and each was decorated 
differently; some were cut into shapes 
while others w’ere designed with jewels 
and splashes of color.

Martinez said students can write 
their wishes and place them on the 
tree anytime during the remainder of 
the week. However, the tree will be 
moved to Allen Theatre where it will 
remain for the final event.

Hsiang-Ting Chen, president of 
the association, said Chinese families 
would usually write down wishes for 
good fortune and other things and put 
them in red envelopes with money 
and exchange them on New Year’s 
Eve in hopes they will come true.

The Chinese New Year, which be­
gins Jan. 26, celebrated the beginning

PHOTt) BY COI bMAN MOREFIELD/Thc Daily Toreador 
SH A T IN A  C H E N , A  graduate restaurant hotel and institutional man­
agement major, hangs a w’ish on the wish tree on Wednesday at an event 
celebrating the Lunar New' Year in the Student Union Building.

of The Year of the Ox. The Lunar New 
Year takes place during die first three 
days of the first lunar mondi, which is 
either late January or early February.

The Chinese Student Association 
also played a Chinese New Year video 
that included traditional song and 
dance for students to watch.

“The turn-out w'as very good,” 
Chen said. “We had several inter­
national and A m erican students 
come who were interested about our 
culture, which is good.”

She said this is the first time a Wish 
Tree event has occurred at Texas Tech, 
and she is glad students are taking

interest in the Chinese culture.
C hen  said the Korean M ovie 

N ight, which will be part of the 
week-long celebration, is important 
because the association wanted to 
focus on Asian cultures other than 
Chinese.

Chen said the festivities will in­
clude a calligraphy w'orkshop today 
at 11 a.m. in the Lubbock Room at 
the union building, a Korean Movie 
N ight tomorrow at 6 p.m. in the 
Escondido Theatre, and the closing 
ceremony will start at 6 p.m. Saturday 
in the Allen Theatre.

carrie.thornton@ttu.edu

Study: Cleaner air adds 5 months to US life span
LO S A N G ELES (AP) —  Clean­

er air over the past two decades has 
added nearly five months to aver­
age life expectancy in the United 
S ta te s, according to a federally 
funded study.

Researchers said it is the first 
study to show that reducing air pol­
lution translates into longer lives.

Betw'een 1978 and 2001, Ameri­
can s’ average life span increased 
alm ost three years to 77, and as

much as 4.8 months of that can be 
attributed to cleaner air, researchers 
from Brigham Young University and 
Harvard School of Public Health 
reported in Thursday’s New Eng­
land Journal of Medicine.

Som e experts not connected 
w'ith the study ca lled  the gain  
dramatic.

“ It shows that our efforts as a 
country to control air pollution 
have been well worth the expen.se,”

said Dr. Joel Kaufman, a University 
of Wa,shington expert on environ­
mental health.

Scientists have long known that 
the grit in polluted air, or particu­
lates, can lodge deep in the lungs 
and raise the ri,sk of lung disease, 
heart attacks and strokes. The grit 
—  made of dust, soot and various 
chemicals —  comes from factories, 
power plants and die'el-puwercd 
vehicles.

‘PHOTO BY BETH MCELHANNON f lh e  Daily Toreador 

D A N IE L  R O H L IN G , A N  engineer from the El Paso Company, gives a lecture about his company to the 
Society of Petroleum Engineering students on Tuesday in the Bob L. Herd Department of Petroluem Engi­
neering building.

Yale study explores ^network effect^
By DIVVA CHARI

Y a l e  D aily  i iw s  (Yale Ud

Are your friends making you 
fat? Can headaches or smoking be 
infectious?

Past studies have shown that 
obesity is “socially contagious” and 
may spread from person to person 
in a social network. So if your best 
friend is overweight, there is a good 
chance you will gain weight as well. 
But more recent research by Jason 
Fletcher, assistant professor at the 
Yale School of Public Health, and 
Ethan Cohen-Cole of the Boston 
Federal Reserve Bank, seems to 
contradict these conclusions.

Fletcher and Cohen-Cole have 
produced new data revising “the 
social netw'ork effect” in which 
they statistically accounted for

the effect of identical surr(?undings. 
For example, tw'o college students 
typically have similar lifestyles and 
may be exposed to the same types 
of foods.

The researchers took into ac­
count the differences in schools and 
neighborhoods in contributing to the 
spread of obesity in adolescents. Once 
they controlled for similar features in 
a given environment, Fletcher and 
Cohen-Cole found that the spread 
of obesity through social networks 
declined significantly.

“Contextual effects can lead to 
false inference on social network 
effects,” the authors wrote in their 
paper. “The social network effects 
were significantly reduced.”

But Nicholas Christakis, sociol­
ogy professor at Harvard, and James 
Fowdêr,' associate p ro feso t' at the

University of California San Diego, 
proponents of the social netw'ork ef­
fect, continue to defend the spread of 
obesity through social ties.

“Network phenomena appear to 
he relevant to the biological and be­
havioral trait of obesity,” Christakis 
said in an e-mail.

W hile he concedes that three 
factors contribute to clustering in 
networks: (1) homophily (i.e. that 
birds of a feather flock together), 
(2) confounding (jo in t exposure 
to environmental factors) and (3) 
induction (peer effects), he argues 
that his analysis accounted for these 
features.

In a second follow -up study, 
Fletcher analyzed traits that are 
unlikely to be “contagions,” such as 
height or the tendency to develop 
headaches.

Palin: leave my 
children alone

A N C H O R A G E , A laska (A P)
—  A laska Gov. Sarah Palin is go­
ing on the offensive against new's 
organizations and bloggers she says 
are perpetuating malicious gossip 
about her and her children.

But political observers say the 
former Republican vice presidential 
candidate can ’t have it both ways: 
trotting out the children to show­
case her family values, then trying 
to shield them from scrutiny.

Palin’s criticism also raises ques­
tions about her motivations because 
she has said she is open to a presi­
dential run in 2012.

“I think she’s positioning her­
self. Sh e ’s attacking the media as 
a way to generate support among 
a base she hopes will support her,” 
said Leonard Steinhorn, a professor 
o f com m unications at Am erican 
University in W ashington and an 
expert on the presidency.

Palin shied away from interviews 
during the campaign, although her 
children often  accom panied her 
on her travels, including her oldest 
daughter, Bristol, who w'as pregnant 
at the time.

But in recent weeks, she has 
personally reached out to media 
outlets such as People magazine and 
The Associated Press to complain 
about information she claimed is 
wrong.

S h e  slam m ed  re p o r ts  th a t 
18-year-old Bristol Palin and the 
teen’s fiance are high school drop­
outs. The governor insists the tw'o 
are not dropouts because they en­
rolled in correspondence courses.

The couple last month had a son
—  the governor’s first grandchild.

The governor said she is speak­
ing out to set the record straight, 
not because of any political aspira­
tions.

■  T7 TJl L X.
J E W E

#

*  ' ' ' '  '  ^ A |Bagafe.

' ' / Æ  #  V 'I ’ ;*s # .Í ''Æm -,
fÆBm

U  -  ' ' - ’

mailto:carrie.thornton@ttu.edu


^  JA N . 22, 2009 LA V(DA W W W.DAILYTOREADOR.COM

M O N T H L Y  B O O K  R E V IE W

‘Cotton: The Biography of a Revolutionary Fiber’
REVIEW  B Y KEN B AAK E

Texas Tech Associate Professoh of 
Enolish

“Q)tton: The Biography of a Revo­
lutionary Fiber” by Stephen Yafa is a 
non-ftction work that all South Plains 
residents should read to understand the 
agriculture, politics, culture and economy 
of our region — and die world.

It’s also a narrative idled with fiin anec­
dotes, such as the stor\' of neighbors in an 
18th century English village who suspect 
the devil is playing bagpipes when they 
hear a cotton spinning jenny, or accounts 
of blue jeans appealing to a 20th century 
American “culture that worshipped belly 
buttons and denim divas.”

Yafa offers interesting, if somewhat 
provocative, facts about our favorite cloth 
fiber. For example, he writes that produc­
tion of every cotton T-shirt requires one- 
diird of a pound of chemical fertilizers.

The book begins with a look at the 
plant science behind cotton, a crop origi­
nating some 5,500 years ago in the Indus 
Valley of present day Pakistan before 
spreading to Africa and Arabia. Simulta­
neously development of the crop occurred 
in Central America and Mexico.

We learn that the name “cotton” is 
derived from the Arabic “qutun.” Yafa 
also offers other interesting word origins, 
such as “chintzy” and “calico.” The fomier,

which now implies something cheap, 
comes from the Hindu word chint, mean­
ing multicolored. The latter refere to die 
Indian port of Calicut.

He also touches on die Kitanical sci­
ence of New World “tetraploid” cotton, 
so highly prixd as a special hybrid because 
it carries the full genetic code of both 
parents instead of the usual blend. “As a 
result of their industrial-strength DNA, 
diese tetraploids prove to be especially 
tougii, successful, vigorous plants.”

Each culture “invented nearly identi­
cal tools-combs, bows, hand spindles, and 
primitive looms—to clean die fiber, then 
spin and weave it,” Yafa writes. “That 
remarkable parallel discovery' seems to 
confirm that inspired insights leap past 
all geographical boundaries to become die 
common property of mankind.”

The story of cotton carries on to 
modem times, with the rise of denim work 
overalls and fashionable jeans from stores 
like The Gap. Woven in are narratives 
of blues music rising out of the Missis­
sippi Delta, the arrival of pesticides and 
genetically modified crops, and the global 
interplay between West Texas growers and 
Chinese textile factories.

Cotton in part was responsible for 
global industrialization and technical 
imiovation, accompanying the develop­
ment of steam power in England and her 
colonies. Yafa craftily tells the entrepre-
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neurial stories of Richard Arkwright and 
James Hargreaves of England and Eli 
Vdiitney in the new United States.

Such industrialization also led to 
political upheaval, inspired partly by the 
works of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engles, 
who had only to look to the dank squalor 
of Manchester, England, and similar 
industrial towns for their evidence of 
capitalism’s dark side.

Both others saw rising economic 
fortunes in the fiber diat Yafa writes “was 
the first crop to democratize greed.” It 
also helped spread a tenacious work ethic 
throughout the United States.

As Yafa reports prcKiically, ‘Tactory' 
chimney smoke, said one man, was daily 
incense to God.”

This industrial growth transformed 
culture everywhere. Particularly telling 
for American history buffs are the parallel 
accounts of a cotton picking slave society' 
in the South and the cotton “mill girls” 
of Lowell, Mass.

The growth of those mills offered 
young women their first chance to work 
off the famt, leading to an independence 
that w'ould result in creative endeavors, 
such as the acclaimed literary journal 
“The Lowell Offering.” In the South, the 
slave culture and subsequent sharecrop­
ping cultures and hardships visited by pests 
like dre Boll Weevil inspired the birth of 
blues and jazz music.

Yet, the power of the cotton economy 
helped drive the United States to the 
Civil War, in which both North and 
South had minted hands. As Yafa v̂ fttes, 
“From New England to New York to New 
Orleans, cotton still bound the country 
together as commercial enterprise even 
while propelling it into a bloody war.”

Yafa continues the story of cotton 
to present times, including everydring 
ftom Calvin Klein marketing campaigns 
to the nanotechnology and genetic crop 
modificatioriLS of large corporations like 
Monsanto. We learn the science and 
the business acumen behind temts that

are common to all on the South Plains, 
such as “Bt hybrid seeds” or “Roundup” 
herbicide.

For Yafa, some of the hardcore science 
and business removes die romance and 
allure of what the average consumer might 
see as pure white, namral cotton. Cotton 
producers know better, he writes, perhaps 
a bit sarcastically:

“ G r o w e r s  
themselves con­
tinue to approach 
the crop as a 
weed-choked, 
water-guzzling, 
persnickety plant 
prone to attract­
ing and throwing 
banquet for the 
latest destruc­
tive worm, fly 
beetle, or all of 
the above.”

South Plains 
politics often are
dominated by cotton, as Yafa reveals in 
his discussion of the periodic “fami bills” 
that move through Congress, covering 
subsidies for farmers and trade relations 
with other agricultural nations such 
as China— topics that often lead to 
acrimonious debates and strained global 
relationships.

Yafa’s prose Is similarly barbed when
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he asserts that support of cotton farming is 
seen as an act of patriotism in the United 
States even though, paradoxically, “cotton 
is on welf are in this country.” The story of 
the humble independent farmer is potent, 
even if that farmer is tied to a web of a big 
business and government.

Of course, cotton has a hold over 
social consciousness of the world, as 

. Yafa shows in re­
counting the story' of 
Mahatma Gandhi’s 
non-violent revolu­
tion in India in the 
1920s. Gandhi’s suc­
cessful movement 
vyas symbolized by 
the humble peasants 
spinning dieir own 
cloth to become self- 
sufficient from the 
colonial power.

In the end, we 
come away from 
this book recogniz­

ing diat cotton has l^een an enormous 
force in human society and consciousness. 
As such, it has fostered deep passions and 
even paradoxical beliefs—along with 
transfomiative development.

Or as any South Plains farmer would 
probably tell you, “There is nodiing more 
visceral dyin cotton in the held.” 
) ^ ken.baake@ttu.edu

U. South Florida researchers discover benefits of crying
By HANNAH FEIG

The Ohacie (U. South Fiohida)

Students can spill all the milk 
they want, because according to a 
study by University of South Florida 
researchers, crying might actually be

good for them.
The study used survey data from 

more than 5,000 students in more 
than 35 countries about recent cry­
ing episodes, said graduate student 
Lauren Bylsma, who worked on the 
project.

Ad J.J.M. Vingerhoets, a pro­
fessor at Tdberg University in the 
Netherlands, provided the data, 
and colleague Jon  Rottenberg, 
assistant professor of psychology 
at U SE  helped him conduct the 
study.

intrigued by the power of crying 
as a social cue, Rottenberg said he 
wanted to observe different kinds 
of crying and its possible benefits.

“We’re particularly interested 
in what the consequences of crying 
are,” he said. “Does crying impact 
mood? Does crying impact the 
situation? And if so, how does it 
change things?”

Results showed that people 
experience different feelings as a 
result of crying, which can depend 
on their social situation, personal­
ity and reason for crying.

Comedy Central comedian to perform in Lubbock
Brian Regan makes fun of him- 

d iffe r  money.
The pioM c cumerlian. who has 

performed on national releviston

at 7:30 pmt. codas in the Lubbock 
Memorial C ivic Center.

Regan Siid he eitjos’s performing 
a$ a comedian ior m<w than the 
“jewels and riches that arc thrown

“I just enjoy rhe honesty of it,

he said. when you’re tm stage 
^ d  you happen to be having a good 
show, you know you re making a 
connection, a human imoracnon.” 

Regan has performed two Com- 
a iy  Central specials, according to 
a  statement His second stand-up

special, *The Epitome of Hyperbole,” 
premiered September 2008.

He said he writes his own material, 
because it is so “bizarre and twisted 
that no other human being would 
want to have their m m e associated 
with it.”

Regan said the co ra^y  he creates 
often ridicules hiutself, although he 
considers himself “a guy trying to 
get through life without looking too 
dumb.”

Som e com edians wear hteky 
chanub or liave a drink before \%-aikmg 
on stage, but Regan said his pre-show 
riuta! is more practical.

“1 always refie my shoesT he said, 
“which is sort of embarrassing.”

It may seem silly, Regan said, but 
he doesn’t want people to stare at

his shoes or trip during the perfor­
mance.

“My son is in Cub Scouts and 
he was doing races dre other dav," 
he said. “It’s amazing how many of 
(the children) needed to tie tlreir 
shoes.”

The last time he visited Lubbock 
was during the 1980$, Regan said. 
And die staff at the aimedy club 
where he performed p la c ^  a  sign 
outside asking audience inemlwrs 
to remove < owhoy hats during the 
perforaiance.

He said he’s mmresred in seeing 
how much has charged.

Tickets for Regan’s show can be 
purchased at Lubbock Select-A- 
Seat locations. 
i'>^1ina,aroos@ftu,edu

U. Florida student to be youngest contestant on ‘Survivor’
By SARA BRUBAKER

I n d e p in s e h t  F m s iD A  M js a to s  (U. Fichiida}

U niversity  o f F lorida soph o­
m ore S p e n c e r  D uhm  fu lf ille d  
one o f h is life long dream s this 
past fall.

But it wasn’t the fake intern­
ship in Chicago he told his friends 
about.

Duhm, 20, was cast in O ctober 
for the newest season o f “Survi­
vor,” the youngest person ever to 
appear on the reality game show in 
which contestants com pete in the 
wilderness for $1 million.

However, throughout film ing, 
Duhm kept his involvem ent a se­
cret until the cast was released on 
Jan . 13. The C hicago internship 
was his alibi.

“ I always planned on applying 
as soon as I becam e old enough,” 
said Duhm, who was 19 during the 
film ing of the show'.

Th is w'as the first season C B S  
lowered the age lim it for app li­
cants from 21 to 18.

Duhm, who said he was obsessed 
with the show, said he’s been a fan 
since its debut in 2000.

He said the show appeals to 
him  because of its intense com ­
petition  as well as the m ental and 
physical tests the contestants go 
through.

W hile appearing on the show' 
has always been an am bition  of 
his, Duhm said he didn’t do it just 
for the experience; he p lanned 
to win,

“Everything is a com petition to 
m e,” he said. “ I knew' there would 
be some instances where I would 
have to lie, and I wasn’t going to 
try to be everyone’s best friend.”

D uhm ’s fam iliarity  wuth the 
intricacies o f the game w'as per­
haps his biggest advantage going 
into “Survivor,” he said. But his

exp erien ces on sports team s, 
including the U F  crew team , 
taugh t him  to deal w ith the 
m ental ups and downs that ac­
company challenges.

“A s I w atched the co n tes­
tan ts on p rev iou s se a so n s, I 
knew that if they could do it, 
then I could definitely do it,” 
Duhm said.

But however prepared he felt 
going into the show', Duhm said 
he couldn’t entirely relate the 
experience to anything else.

He said even the physical de­
mands of crew couldn’t compare 
to “Survivor.”

“ In sports you’re expected to 
exert yourself in practice and 
during com petitions,” he said. 
“But on ‘Survivor’ there is no 
reprieve and no escape.”

To participate in the show', 
Duhm w’ithdrew from his classes 
last semester.

W i k t l / f e s t
g m n e s
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D O NAH EW l STALLING

Study: Antarctica 
joins in warming

W ASHINGTON (AP) —  A nt­
arctica, the only place that had oddly 
seemed immune from climate change, 
is w'arming after all, according to a 
new study.

For years, Antarctica was an enigma 
to scientists w'ho track the effects of 
global warming. Temperatures on 
much of die continent at die bottom 
of the world were staying the same 
or slightly cooling, previous research 
indicated.

The new study went back further 
than earlier work and filled in a massive 
gap in data with satellite information 
to find that Antarctica too is getting 
warmer, like the Earth’s other six 
continents.

The findings were published in 
Tliursday’s issue of the journal N a­
ture.

“C on trarian s have som etim e 
grabbed on to diis idea that the entire 
continent of Antarctica is cooling, 
so how could w’e be talking about 
global warming,” said study co-author 
Michael Mann, director of the Earth 
System Science Center at Penn State 
University. “Now w'e can say: no, 
it’s not true ... It is not bucking the 
trend.”

The study does not point to man­
made climate change as die cause of 
the Antarctic warming— doing so is a 
highly intricate scientific process— but 
a different and smaller saidy out late 
last year did make that connection.

“We can’t pin it down, but it cer­
tainly is consistent with the influence 
of greenhouse gases.” said N A SA  sci­
entist Drew Shindell, another study co­
author. Some of the effects also could 
be natural variability, he said.

HINDEH
WILDWE$TLUBBO<K«(OM

This establishment, Texas Tech University & The Daily Toreador do not encourage underage drinking or alcohoi abuse.

http://WWW.DAILYTOREADOR.COM
mailto:ken.baake@ttu.edu


W W W.DAILYTOREADOR.COM SPORTS JA N . 22, 2009 7

Osaghae, Roberts ready to 
lead young men’s track team

By ADAM  WADSWORTH
Staff W u m n

Sally Kipyego already is the face of 
the Texas Tech women’s track team, but 
the Tech men may be close to finding 
theirs as well.

With emerging talent and a Top-5 
recmiting class, the sky is the limit for 
the Tech men’s track team.

Led by senior Omoghan Cfeaghae, the 
young Red Raiders enter the season with 
high hopes brought on by their highest 
preseason ranking in school history at No.
12 and a strong showing at last weekend’s 
meet, the Texas Tech Invitational.

“I always have high expectations for 
myself,” Osaghae said. “Nothing really 
specific other than to make it to nationals, 
and other than that I’d really like a Big 12 
championship.”

He took his first step toward his goals 
Saturday when he set a new school record 
in the 55'meter hurdles at 7.17 seconds.

In addition to being a record-setting 
athlete. Tech coach Wes Kittley said 
Osaghae also has stepped up to lead the 
young team after former All-American 
Shawon Harris moved on.

Tech sophomore sprinter Gil Roberts 
also is doing his part to help the Red Raid­
ers with their high expectations.

In addition to winning the 400-meter 
dash and setting an NCAA provisional 
mark Saturday, Roberts was named the Big 
12 Indoor Track and Field Male Athlete 
of the Week Tuesday.

“He opened up with a 46.59, the No. 
1 time in the country in the first week,” 
Kittley said. “He beat a lot of really good

PHOTO BY SAM GRENADIER /The Daily Toreador 

TEXAS TECH  TRA CK  runner Gilbert Limo 
competes in the Tech Invitational on Friday in 
the Athletic Training Center.

Baylor quarter-milers.”
Although, in the past, the Red Raiders 

have not received the national attention 
Kipyego and the Lady Raiders have, they 
are doing their best to make a statement 
this season.

In their first meet, the men’s 4x400- 
meter relay team finished just .8 seconds 
behind the four-time defending outdoor 
national champion Baylor team, Osaghae 
set a record In the 55-meter hurdles, and 
shot putter Harrison Benjamin won his 
event by 3 feet, 10.5 inches.

Kittley said that one of the deciding

factors in whether the 
Red Raiders can win the 
Big 12 this year is the 
performance of the team’s 
freshmen.

“I always say we’re go­
ing to be as good as how 
quickly our freshmen grow 
up,” Kittley said. “I think 
you’re going to see that 
they’re going to be a little 
inconsistent for a little 
while, but I’m really hop­
ing that by the time we get 
to the Big 12 champion­
ships, that they’re going 
to have a few good meets 
under their belts.”

Kittley said Marcus 
Henderson, from Lewis­
ville, and Jámele Mason, 
from Spring, have shown 
the most potential from 
the freshmen so far.

A t the Texas Tech 
Invitational Saturday, 
Henderson finished sbcth 

in the 55-meter dash and Mason placed 
fourth in the 55-meter hurdle preliminar­
ies, but hit a hurdle in the finals.

Along with young talent peaking, 
Osaghae said he was excited because the 
team is handling the pressures of being 
in the national spotlight and remaining 
focused and driven during practices.

The next step for the Red Raiders will 
be the second round of the Texas Tech 
Invitational Saturday in the Athletic 
Training Center. 
>#°adam.wadsworth@ttu.edu

Vidor sophomore reaches powerlifting record books
B E A U M O N T  (A P )  —  A t 325 pounds. age 16-17 division, according to

4-foot-11 and 132 pounds, Bethani So it should be no surprise that the World Powerlifting Congress, 
Duncan bench presses 190 pounds, the Vidor sophom ore holds four the sport’s most prominent associa- 
squats 345 pounds and can deadlift world records in the women’s teen- tion.

Tech hopes pieces are in place for 
breakout year after sub-par 2008

By ZA N E  TURNER
Staff W riter

Along with a new coach comes 
a new attitude.

T h at is the story of T exas 
Tech w om en’s tennis heading 
into 2009.

The Lady Raiders and interim 
coach Todd Petty hope Tech can 
improve on a 12-12 overall and 4-7 
mark in Big 12 Conference play.

“I think we’re going to do re­
ally well this year,” freshman Kelsy 
Garland said. “Everyone is really 
confident, I think we’ve come to­
gether as a team. Our motto this 
year is pride, so I think everyone is 
going to take pride in themselves 
and their team and do the job.”

The Lady Raiders have set the 
bar high after having a positive fall 
season earning a combined singles 
record of 54-39 and doubles record 
of 12-20, giving them a total fall 
record of 66-59.

Petty said the fall season was 
great for his team, who needed the 
experience to prove it could com­
pete at this level in preparation for 
Big 12 play.

“Definitely as a team we want 
to go to the tournament at the end 
of the semester,” said junior Ker- 
ryn Potgieter, who posted a 12-11 
singles record in the No. 5 spot for 
Tech last season. “We’ve all been 
working very hard towards that, and 
from the first matches just going out 
to every game and giving my all.”

But before Big 12 play,. Tech 
has to get through a competitive 
non-conference schedule.

The team starts the' season off 
against North Texas at 5 p.m. Fri­
day and against Mississippi State 
at 9 a.m. Sunday at the McLeod 
Tennis Complex.

However, the Lady Raiders 
have a heavy dose of home cook-

TEXAS TECH  SENIOR Samantha 
tennis team in 2009 after it finished
ing this season with 12 home matches 
compared to nine on the road —  the 
same amount Tech had last season. 
In addition to the road matches, 
they have to travel for the San Diego 
Invitational March 18 to 20.

But nothing beats starting the 
season at home, especially for a team 
with one true senior in Samantha van 
der Drift, Petty said.

“It’s big, this is a young team,” 
Petty said. “We’ve got one senior, to 
get the familiarity of home on that 
first match to get out the jitters is big. 
You’d much rather play at home than 
on the road.”

A fter the two-match weekend 
the team will travel to Colorado to 
face Air Force followed by a tough, 
veteran Denver squad that ranks No. 
28 in the nation.

In total. Tech will play nine teams 
ranked in the ITA preseason poll. 
But the Lady Raiders are used to the 
competition after playing 10 ranked 
teams last season.

This season’s list includes Big 12 
foes No.4 Baylor, No. 17 Texas, No. 
31 Texas A & M , No. 57 Colorado, 
No. 69 Oklahoma State and No. 73 
Kansas —  who is one spot ahead of 
the Lady Raiders.

FILE PHOTO/The Daily Toreador 

van der Drift will lead the women’s 
12-12 overall last season.

Tech may have to do better against 
ranked opponents this year, as they 
were 2-9 against teams in the Top 
75 in 2008.

Tech’s season ended in the second 
round of the Big 12 Tournament 
when Baylor beat the Lady Raiders for 
the second time in a year, 4-0.

Petty, however, is optimistic about 
the team’s chances for success this 
season.

“We’ve got a team here that’s on 
the edge of being something special,” 
he said. “I think the focus has to be 
on what we do to prepare on the days 
leading up to matches more than the 
matches themselves.”

The Lady Raiders, despite their 
youth, lost only one player from their 
top six singles players. A s Janet Dur­
ham graduated, van der Drift remains 
the only true senior on the team. 
Kyla Coleman enters this season as 
a redshirt senior.

“ It just depends on the day,” 
Petty said. “We could finish third, 
we could finish 10th. It’s such a 
tight conference, it’s very close and 
it comes on day to day, there are so 
many swings. It’s wide open on what 
we can do.”
> i^zane.turner@ttu.edu

r . I . A S S I F I K n S
Placing Your Ad

Line Ad Rates
15 words or less 
$5.00 per day

Bold Headline
500 extra 

(max. one line)

Classifications Terms & Conditions
Help Wanted Typing
Furnished Rentals Tutors
Unfurnished Rentals For Sale
Tickets for Sale Services
Miscellaneous Roommates
Lost & Found Travel
Clothing/Jewelry Legal Notice

There is a 15-word mini­
mum on all classified ads. 
The first 2 words (max. 
one line) are bold and cap­
italized. All ads will ap­
pear on dailytoreador.net 
at no additional charge.

Please check your ad care­
fully on the first day of 
publication and notify 
The D aily Toreador of 
any errors. We are only 
responsible for the first

Deadlines
Classified Line Ads:
Placed and paid for by 11 a.m. one 
day in advance.
Classified Display Ads:
4 p.m. three days in advance. 
Please call for rates for display

Papnents

day’s incorrect insertion. advertising.

All classifieds ads must be prepaid 
prior to publication by credit card, 
cash or personal check.
Checks should be made payable to 
The D aily Toreador._________________

www.dailytoreador.com
For the fastest and easiest service, place and pay for 
your ad online! Click on the “Classifieds” link on our 
Web site to get started!

E-mail: dawn.zuerker@ttu.edu 
Remember to include a contact number!

Phone: 806.742.3384
Call us to place your ad by credit card.

Fax: 806.742.2434
Call and confirm pricing and payment.

TUTORS HELP WANTED FURNISHED UNFURNISHED FOR SALE SERVICES
AFFORDABLE TUTORING with CLUB Z! In Home 
Tutoring. All grade levels, all subjects including 
TAKS Test Prep, SAT/ACT Prep and much more! 
806-368-5629. www.clubz.com. First session free!

CLUB Z! In Home Tutoring: College Level Tutoring 
for Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, En­
glish, Foreign Languages and more! Flexible 
Schedules. Call today! 806-368-5629. $50 off with 
this ad! www.clubz.com.

VIOLiN, VIOLA, PIANO lessons. Five blocks from 
Tech. 317-0042.

HELP WANTED
ADVERTISING SALES Executive wanted for local 
real estate firm, new home brokers. Work from 
home! Experience a plus. PIT Base + Commission. 
Email resume to;
milad@newhomebrokersonline.com.

ALL GIRL SUMMER CAMPS ARE HIRING!
Four Girl Scout Summer Camps in Texas now hir­
ing! Camp Kiwanis, Camp Rio Blanco, Stevens 
Ranch and Camp Timberiake. Dates and positions 
vary per camp. Girl Scout experience not neces­
sary. Training, salary, room and board provided.
Visit us at the Summer Camp Job Fair. Application 
available online, www.gs-top.org. Call 800-530- 
4957 for more information.
APARTMENT SHOPPERS needed. Shop local 
apartment communities and get paid! Please con­
tact Jessica at (806) 797-3162 or 
jessica.williams@mcdougal.com for more details.

AQUARIST/ANIMAL
Keeper part-time position available. Seeking 
Friendly, Flexible, Fast-learning individual to assist 
with care and maintenance offish, reptiles, amphib­
ians, and mammals. Must have experience with an­
imal husbandry as well as a working knowledge of 
Marine and freshwater systems including mainte­
nance, feeding, filtration, and water chemistry. Also 
part-time positions open for informai science educa­
tors and presenters.Apply in person at: Science 
Spectrum, 2579 S. Loop 289, Lubbock, Tx. 79423.

BABYSITTER NEEDED for two children ages 5 
and 8. Will be needed from 2:30 until evenings on 
weekdays. Must be responsible. Please call (325)- 
812-3395 or email at searsj_99@yahoo.com.

COUNTER HELP needed. Flexible hours. Comet 
Cleaners. Apply at 5402 4th St.

EARN EXTRA MONEY
Students needed ASAP. Earn up to $150 per day 
being a mystery shopper. No Experience Required 
Call 1-800-722-4791.

FULUPART TIME positions for child care special- 
ists. Must have experience working with adole- 
cents/children 5-18. No previous criminai history. 
To apply: www.southplainschildrensshelter.com.

LOOKING FOR A FUN JOB
working with kids? YW CA now hiring to start Jan­
uary 5th for after school positions. M-F. 2:45 to 6 
PM. Apply now at 35th & Flint, or call Carolyn at 
806-792-2723.

MEADOWBROOK GOLF Course now hiring all po- 
sitions; pro shop, food/beverage, cart staff and 
maintenance. 806-765-6679.

MOTIVATED INDIVIDUALS NEEDED
Earn extra money delivering the new Names and 
Numbers Lubbock area telephone directories. 
Working as an independent contractor during your 
available daylight hours. Must be at least 18 years 
old with valid drivers license and proof of 
insurance. A great way to earn extra money for 
yourself, family or locally sponsored organization.
If interested call 1-877-878-9445  
or email: tntenterprises07@yahoo.com.

MR. AQUARIUM now accepting applications. All 
positions. 2523 34th.

NOW  HIRING: servers, greeters, deli help, line 
cooks and bussers. Apply in person. M-F, 2-4pm. 
Stella’s 50th and Utica.

OFFICE HELP needed! Clerical duties, running er- 
rands, and any help needed around the office. Call 
806-748-1305.

PART & Full time sales associates needed. Apply 
at Play it Again Sports, 4815 50th. M-F, 10-5. 
Smoke-free. EOE.

PART TIME evening housekeepers needed. Apply 
at 5127 34th St. Ask for Mike.

PART T ím e  help. Teachers aid. 7am-12:30pm, 12:- 
30pm-6pm, or 3pm-6pm. Apply at Hope Lutheran 
School at 5700 98th.

PART TIME leasing agent. Meridian Park Apart- 
ments. Must work Saturdays, will work around 
schedule. 806-797-5647. Fax 806-797-2747.

POOR AND PALE?
Fix that today! Supertan is hiring. Apply online 
www.getasupertan.com or 3 locations 82nd and 
Slide, 4th and Slide, 82nd and University.

SCIENCE SPECTRUM ’S Education Department is 
accepting applications for part time informal educa- 
tors/presenters. Position requires the handling of 
wildlife and chemicals, some travel, public speak­
ing, and a flexible schedule. Apply at 2579 South 
Loop 289.

SERVERS: LUNCHES 11am-2pm M-F. Apply in 
person only El Chico 4301 Marsha Sharp Free­
way. Next door to Otto’s.

STUDENT OFFICE assistant for associate director 
retail sales w/hospitality services. 806-742-1360. 
Or stop by room 170 in Doak hall. Apply online 
www.hospitality.ttu.edu.

STUDENT OPINIONS NEEDED! We pay up to 
$75 per online survey. CashToSpend.com.

THE LOCAL Anhuser-Busch distributor is looking 
for fun, outgoing, young adults for part time work in 
promotions dept. Job involves late hours during 
week/ some weekends. Must be 21/older and have 
clean driving record. Come by 901 E. 66th 9am- 
4pm for applications. 806-745-5263.

UMPIRES NEEDED for Lubbock Little League 
baseball. For meeting/clinic schedule and to sign 
up call Jay Temple at 543-8999.

FURNISHED
1ST MONTH FREE

@ GATEWAY; only $489 a month. Great room­
mate! Animals acceptable. Free tanning, pools, 
work out, parking, internet. 512 289 2983.

ONE PERSON only. All bills paid. $485. Very nice 
efficiency. Polished oak floors. Manicured lawn 
kept. No pets. 2301 18th. 765-7182.

ONE PERSON only. All bills paid. $485. Very nice 
efficiency. Polished oak floors. Manicured lawn 
kept. No pets. 2301 18th. 765-7182.

UNFURNISHED
1619 UNIVERSITY, Farm House Studio Apart­
ment, 1/1 $650/mo.; 3502 25th, 2/1/1 $700/mo.; 
3509 23rd S tre e t, 2/1 $700/mo.; 3410 97th, 2/2/2 
with 400 sq ft finished basement $950/mo. 3105A  
noth, 3/2/2 duplex $825/mo. Call Lamberts Prop­
erties LLC 806-687-7228 or 806-687-0376. All 
properties come with appliances & lawn care. Ask 
about leasing special.

2/1 W ITH central h/a, fireplace, all appliances in­
cluded. Awesome fenced backyard with extended 
car garage. 3010 29th St. $750/mo, $450 deposit. 
543-6764.

2303 15TH. Close to campus. 3/2, hardwood 
floors, W /D included, fenced yard, C/H/A. $895/mo. 
806-789-9573.

3 BEDROOM house. 1 block Tech. Central heat re­
frigerated air. No pets. Washer/dryer. $950/month. 
Bills paid. 792-3118.

3/2 PERFECT for roommates! Only 2 years old. 
$995/month. 4807 37th. Call Castle Property Man­
agement 806-783-3040.

3/2 TW O story house. Near campus. Dining. W/D  
connections. 2432 21st. $875/mo., $400 deposit. 
787-2323.544-3600.

3/2 TWO-story house. Hardwood, CH/A, yard, W /D  
connections, appliances. 2310 28th. $795/mo., 
$400/dep. 787-2323. 544-3600.

3/2 UPDATED! Close to campus! $1050/month. 
3411 25th. Call Castle Property Management 
783-3040.

3/2.5 with 3 living areas. Close to Tech. 3017 37th.- 
Appliances included. Call for details! 806-241-8760.

4 ROOMS. Off street parking. $450/mo, $350/de- 
posit, C/H/A. No smokers/pets. 806-438-2326.

4/2. OFF street parking. 2 blocks from Tech. 2522  
21st. $1250.790-5001.

5834 7TH. 3/2/2. Central H/A. W /D connection. Se­
curity gate. $850 per month. 806-783-3040.

AFFORDABLE
Nice 1 bed efficiency house. Quite. 2 block off cam­
pus on 22nd. Kitchenette, refrigerator, stove. Pri­
vate parking. Move in today. $265/mo. Call Ann or 
B .J. 795-2011.

EFFICIENCY. UPDATED. Lots of space. W/D  
hookups. Yard space. $365/mo + electric, $300/de- 
posit. Joe 806-441-0611.
http://www.merlinspetshop.com/index.php7main_- 
page=index&cPath=101.

FOR LEASE. Availabie February 1st. 2-story 3/3. 
Nice. 5 blocks from Tech. $1100/mo. Call Bill 470- 
7037. Efficiency apartment available now. Nice. 
Close to Tech. $450/mo., bills paid. Call Bill 470- 
7037.

FOR RENT. 2/1 country house. 30 minutes from 
campus. 806-759-1208.

FOR RENT
2312 14th A. 1/1. $495 rent & $350 deposit. All 
bills paid. Newly remodeled. Call Kelsey @ 806- 
687-4030.

FOR RENT; 3/2/1. Central H/A, washer/dryer, dish­
washer and stove included. $990/month with $500 
deposit @  3811 26th. Call 806-798-3716.

FREE RENT
Great houses and duplexes for lease. 2403 30th: 
3/2/1, $1050/month; 2302 17th: Lindsey Apart­
ments 1/1, $450/month; 2116 14th: 3/2,
$900/month; 3602 32nd: 2/1, $595/month; 3215 
33rd: 2/1, $695/month; 4814 35th: 2/1,
$575/month; 4817 35th: 3/1, $650/month; 2605 
37th: 2/1, $595/month; 1911 13th: 1/1,
$395/month. Please call 773-5249.

GARAGE APARTMENT. Near Tech on 16th. 
Quiet, clean, gas heat, upstairs, large closet, 
fenced, off-street parking. $300/month. Available 
Now. 806-773-9423; 806-789-1369.

GREAT MOVE IN SPECIALS
3/1.5, 2-story house. Great parking. W /D connec­
tions, appliances. 2505 Ave. S. $550/mo. 
$400/dep. 806-787-2323. 806-544-3600.

GREAT MOVE IN SPECIALS
4/1.5/2 huge house, 2 living areas, CH/CA. W/D  
connections. Appliances. 1725 25th. $870/mo. 
$400/dep. 806-787-2323.806-544-3600.

HALF BLOCK Tech. Small, remodeled garage 
type efficiency apartment. No pets. Parking. Seri­
ous Students only. /VC. $335/month, utilities paid. 
792-3118.

HOUSE 2/1, fenced, no pets, stove/cookware, 
dishes, fridge, W/D, furnished. $500. 2206 Ave T. 
794-7931.

LOOKING TO 2 students who will be here 2 - 3 
years. 2/1 brick house 3 blocks from Tech. Hard­
wood floors. $850/mo. 762-6302.

NEWER! 3/3/2 duplex with yard. Only one left. 
308B North Chicago. $795/month. Call Castle Prop­
erty Management 806-783-3040.

NEWLY REMOLDED efficiencies, 3 & 4 bedroom 
houses convenient to Tech. Call 771-1890.

STUDENT SPECIAL
Affordable housing. Ciose to campus. 1 bedroom 
duplex, bills paid. 2 bedroom mobilehomes. $200 
security deposit. 806-795-0040,806-786-8711.

STUDENTS CALL on these great properties: 5417 
29th, 2606 21st, 2604C 21st, 2608B 21st, 3810A & 
B 33rd, 5217 42nd. 797-2212.

FOR SALE
$129. QUEEN size pillow top mattress & box 
spring set. New with warranty. 806-549-3110.

3 PIECE complete King orthopedic mattress set. 
Brand new! $250. Deiivery available. 806-549-3110.

5 PIECE microfiber sofa, love seat & cocktail 4able 
set. New! Can deliver. $550.806-549-3110.

ALL LEATHER couch & loveseat, with coffee tabie. 
Brand new. $625. Can deliver. 806-549-3110.

CHERRY BEDROOM set. Complete 6 piece. New, 
boxed, $699. Can deliver. 806-549-3110.

COMPLETE BEDROOM suite. Merlot finish bed, 
dresser, mirror, nightstand. List $2190. Sell $799. 
806-549-3110.

FREE COVER EVERYDAY
At Daiquiri Lounge, Main Street, and Klusoz with 
College V IP  Card. Only $10 at Red & Black. 
www.CollegeVIP.net.

FULL SIZE orthopedic mattress set. Brand new! 
$115, twin size $99.806-549-3310.

GARAGE SALE. 5506 93th St. Saturday, January 
24th. 8am - 1pm. Furniture, household items, 
teacher supplies, and lots of children books.

MATTRESS, FURNITURE
5127 34th Street (34th & Slide). 785-7253.

PECAN FINISH Bedroom suite. 5 piece, complete. 
Still boxed. $450,806-438-0081.

PRESSURE FREE memory foam mattress and 
foundation. New warranty. $375.806-549-3110.

PUB HEIGHT square table & chairs. Expresso fin- 
ish. New from mfg. $399.806-549-3110.

SPACIOUS 3/3/1. 2,400 s.f. Near Tech. Safe, se- 
cluded neighborhood. Hardwoods. New CH/A. 
Fresh renovations throughout. Huge sunroom w/- 
fireplace and hot tub. $139K. 806-559-9912.

VICTORIAN SLEIGH bed. New in box! $250. Can 
deliver. 806-549-3110.

CLOTHiNG/JEWELlY
NEED CASH

Buying any gold/silver jewelry. Any Condition.
Avery and others. Varsity Jewelers 1311 University.

TEXAS TECH
Officially licensed rings. Men’s from $495. Wom­
en’s from $275. Varsity Jewelers. 1311 University.

MISCELLANEOUS
$5000 PAID EGG DONORS

plus expense. Non/smoker, ages 19-
29 SAT>1100/ACT>24, GPA>3.0.
Contact:
info@eggdonorcenter.com if qualified.

A F F O R D A B L E  MOVING
Quick, easy professional moving. Reasonable 
prices. Local or long distance. Free estimate on the 
phone. Call 799-4033.

C H AN G E LIVES AND HAVE FUN!
Foundation Retreat Staff Interviews! Help us wel­
come incoming freshmen to a Christ centered com­
munity here at Tech and make lifelong friends in 
the process! Interviews are Jan 16-17 and 23-24. 
Check it out at www.foundationretreat.com.

THE GOLD STOP
Cash for gold, silver, jewerly, coins, watches, etc. 
2423 34th. Open M-F 9am-6pm. 806-747-4653, 
790-7074.

YOUR GIFT MEANS THE WORLD
Consider donating your eggs to help other women. 
Your time is worth $2500-$3500. The Centre for 
Reproductive Medicine. 788-1212.

ROOMMATES ~
ROOMMATE NEEDED. Spacious, loft-style apart­
ment, $332/month. Furnished except bedroom. 
Not far from campus. No pets. Call Jolene at 806- 
252-8000.

UNIVERSITY FOUNTAINS. February - August. 
$500/mo. david.brock@ttu.edu 
www.universityfountains.com.

ANDROPOLIS HAIR SALON/COLOR SPA. New 
client special! Womens haircut/style $20. Mens 
haircut/style $15. Color services 25% off. Eye- 
brow/lip wax $10. Limited time offer w/NATALIE 
DEBELLIS. 806-747-8811.

AVENUE U Storage. 5x10 $19. No fees, no de- 
posits. Free trailer use. 222 North Avenue U. 763- 
5630 www.aveuselfstorage.com.

CLEAN BY DESIGN!
Moving in or out BPS will clean so you don’t have 
to. Get your deposit back or call to get on a regular 
cleaning schedule. W e do the Cottages and other 
great cleaning projects. Great cleaners to improve 
your health and surroundings. We Clean Green! 
www.MakeReadySpecials.com 866-550-2763.

CURVACIONPHOTO PHOTOGRAPHING the sexy 
side of West Texas for 12 years. Creative, sexy, 
and unique image creations. Visit www.curvacion. 
com for details/rates or call 806-786-5276, e-mail 
curvacionphoto@yahoo.com.

E Z  D EFEN S IV E DRIVING.
Free Chicken Fried Steak Included! Only $26.95. 
Ceil 781-2931. More Information 
www.LubbockClass.com.

HOME REPAIRS. Windows, doors, sheetrock, gen- 
eral repair work. CC Accepted. Brandon Jones 806- 
548-0959.

NURSE-AID classes enrolling now  
Day/Evening/Saturday. Class size limited. Three 
Star Nurse-Aid Training 806-747-4102, 806-928- 
9847.

WAXING
Brazillian, $45. Bikini, $20. Lip & brow, $15. 
Camille, 797-9777x245, @  Lindsey’s 3307 83rd.

TRAVEL
BAHAMA SPRING BREAK SALE!

$200 Sale! Includes Round trip Cruise, 4 Nights 
Beach front Hotel, Meals & #1 Parties! Text Mes­
sage: SPRINGBREAK to 313131 to redeem sale! 
Limited Space, Book Now! 1-877-997-8747 
www.XtremeTrips.com.

SKIPAJARITO.COM

SU20mmtBin$s,5R6$om
for the Price on A

Slopeside Luxury Condos, Lifts, 
Rentals, Lessons and Parties!

m m m
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Despite late rally, Tech falls to K-State
By ADAM  COLEM AN

SPORTS IDiTQR

Some nights, the Lady Raiders are 
hitting on all cylinders.

Then there are nights like the one 
against Kansas State, when it seemed 
no shot would fall for Texas Tech.

After shooting .32.2 percent from 
the field, the Lady Raiders suffered 
a 60-48 loss to No. 18 Kansas State 
W ednesday in the U nited Spirit 
Arena.

. 18:27 mark in the second half.
Although K-State statistically has 

the best defense in the Big 12, Seals 
said it was not K-State that prevented 
her from contributing more.

“They weren’t physical,” she said. 
“The defense wasn’t so bad. 1 just 
wasn’t making my shots. I wasn’t 
being aggressive enough to make my 
shots.”

K -State coach Deb Patterson 
agreed with Seals, and said sometimes 

players can have a

 ̂ They w erent 
physical The 

defense w asntso  
bad 1  ju st wasnt 
m aking my shots,

DOMINIC SEALS
LADY RAIDERS 

CENTER

T h e  gam e 
was tightly con­
tested  at one 
point, but the 
W ildcats (16- 
1, 3-1 in Big 
12 Conference 
play) went on 
a 16-2 run early 
in the second 
half after being 
up 22-20 at the 
half.

W ith  th e  
only points com­
ing from the free --------------------—
throw line, the
run left Tech (11-6, 2-2) in a scoring 
drought that lasted for 9:05.

It proved to be all the motive K- 
State needed to cmise to the victor^^

“We just did not make enough 
shots to give ourselves a chance,” Tech 
coach Kristy Curry said. “I thought the 
first half, we missed a lot of easy shots, 
in the second half, we did. When you 
get six points from your bench, we were 
7-for-22 inside, (Jordan Murphree) was 
2-for-8. I mean, we just can’t shoot 
the ball that way and have a chance 
against tlaat kind of basketball team.”

Most notable of the Lady Raiders’ 
offensive woes was Dominic Seals, 
who had seven points on 2-of-12 
shooting.

Seals did not make a shot until the

night where noth­
ing goes their way.

“ T h e r e  a re  
some nights where 
you get some good 
looks and they just 
don’t drop for you,” 
she said. “I felt like 
she had that kind 
o f n igh t. O b v i­
ously going into 
the game, we knew 
the quality and the 
threat that she is 
on every catch and

-----------------  on every board.”
W hat worked 

for the Wildcats was Shalee Lehning 
doing what she usual does: make her 
team better.

However, early on K-State com­
mitted five-straight turnovers after 
jumping out to an early 8-4 lead.

The Wildcats finished the first half 
with eleven turnovers and Lehning 
had the most with three.

The turnovers allowed Tech to 
be down only 22-20 at the half, even 
though the Lady Raiders were not 
shooting the ball particularly well 
with a 30.8 shooting percentage from 
the field.

But the run was all K-State needed 
and Lehning was the catalyst.

During the 16-2 run in the second 
half, I.^hning gained four assists, after

PHOTO BY SAM GRENADIER/The Daily Toreador 

TEXAS TECH  CENTER Kierra Mallard shoots over Kansas State’s Ashley 
Sweat in the Wildcats’ 60-48 victory Wednesday in the United Spirit Arena.

she had three throughout the first Maria Moore to A lana Rumph 
lialf. diroughout the game.

Lehning ended the game with 16 
points, 11 rebounds and nine assists 
— one short of her third triple-double 
this season. She already is the first 
player in Big 12 and N C A A  history 
to record two triple-doubles in the 
same season.

The Wildcats’ Ashley Sweat also 
chipped in 16 points.

Curry said her plan to disrupt 
Lehning was to have someone with 
size defend her. Tech forward Ashlee 
Roberson started the game guarding 
Lehning and the senior guard saw an 
array of Lady Raiders guard her frorp

Tech did fight back near the 
end of the game, cutting the lead 
dowTi to eight with 3:55 left, but 
the Wildcats’ nin was too much to 
overcome.

“We were finding each other 
better,” Lehning said. “We were 
more connected in the second half 
than w'e were in the first. A  lot of 
that was because I was not com­
ing off the on ball well in the first 
half. When we kind of settled in 
and adjusted to that, things started 
working better for us.” 
> ^ adam.coleman@ttu.edu

Talent loss beneficial 
for Texas Tech football

Widi just over a week of time gone 
by, the sting of losing star receiver Mi­
chael Crabtree and explosive defensive 
end Brandon Williams is still fresh on 
the hearts of Texas Tech football fans.

When you combine these key los.ses 
with Graham Harrell’s departure and 
the disappointing loss in the Cotton 
Bowl, it is quite easy to get downtrod­
den about Red Raider football.

However, the short term loss of 
these two extremely dynamic players 
could— and should— hold long-term 
benefits for this program.

Crabtree’s departure certainly was 
to be expected.

If National Football League rules 
allowed, he might have been gone 
last year. It is no secret that Crabtree 
should be taken with one of the first 
10 picks in the NFL draft in April. In 
doing so, he will become the highest 
drafted Tech player in 45 years— wide 
receiver Dave Parks was taken first 
overall in 1964.

Still, Tech fans are left to wonder 
what Crabtree would have treated 
them to in 2009. More classic mo­
ments, more broken records, and more 
major awards were almost a certainty.

However, in the long run, Mike 
Leach’s program can use Crabtree’s 
departure to the program’s advantage.

Above all else, there is one moti­
vating factor that unites all talented 
young football players —  the desire to 
play in the National Football League. ’ 
And Leach’s reign at Tech — for all of 
its offensive production—  has yet to 
produce a single offensive draftee taken 
in the first three rounds.

Leach has reached the offensive 
pinnacle by doing one thing he does 
better than any other coach in the 
country, and that is maximize his play­
ers’ potential. Without high school

Brandon
Aday

All-Americans, Leach’s Red Raiders 
consistently top the nation in passing, 
and the coach has never suffered a 
losing season.

Seemingly, the only thing holding 
Leach back from building a program 
consistently on Texas’ and Oklahoma’s 
level is star power.

Just as a quick breakdown, the four 
main things recruits look for when 
choosing a program are prestige, the 
coaching staff, being a contender, and 
the chance to improve and beconve a 
sought-after NFT prospect. Leach has 
painstakingly enltanced die first three 
off of that list. However, many pundits 
blow Tech players off as “system play­
ers,” and consider them only fit to play 
in Leach’s “gimmick” offense.

That all should change.
First, Leach’s pass-heavy, spread of­

fense is becoming legitimized as more 
and more traditional football powers 
adopt either the same framework or 
ideas from his prowess. The success 
that more pass-heavy offenses — 
such as Oklahoma, Texas, and many 
mid-major schools —  are having, 
combined with the recent bowl losses 
of the extremely run-heavy Big Ten is 
revolutionizing college football.

The early product of this revolution 
— Michael Crabtree — is expected to 
be the first wide receiver taken off the 
board in April, and nobody is calling 
him a mere system player.

This is just the beginning.
High school recruits attracted to 

such an exciting offense will no lon­
ger have to worry about NFL scouts 
dismissing their accomplishments due 
primarily to playing in Leach’s system. 
Leach and his staff now can go after 

 ̂ offensive talent, and not just point
out how much action they will see in 
college, but also with full assurances 
that NFL teams will take notice. This 
is the process which will allow Tech to 
become a consistent power.

There is not a single college power 
diat does not annually lose major talent 
early to the NFL. Although counter­
intuitive, the reason these .schools are 
able to maintain such a high level of 
success depends on losing players. Ev­
ery NFL early exit is an advertisement 
to a recniit: “Come and develop here 
for dtree or four years, enjoy both the 
local and national spotlight, help us 
win, and eventually enjoy even bigger 
fortune and fame at the professional 
level.”

Why do you think North Carolina 
basketball enjoys so much recruit­
ing success? The program essentially 
has built an image as an NBA farm 
system: Play there, and you will play 
in the NBA. This is quite an advan­
tageous arrangement for both player 
and school —  North Carolina fields a 
top-tier basketball team every season, 
and numerous players springboard to 
the NBA.

Similarly, as more and more Tech 
players become successful pros, more 
and more recmits will see Tech as the 
correct place to mature into an NFL- 
ready player.

The loss of Williams could eventu­
ally help seed dae same process on the 
defensive side of the ball.

In all honesty, though remarkably 
improved in two short years, Ruffin 
McNeill’s defense is not quite ready 
to begin recruiting against bigger 
programs. However, if an increased 
offensive talent can create Tech suc­
cess, McNeill and his staff will feed off 
of that success to jump start defensive 
recmiting.

So while losing Crabtree is tough, 
the upside is great. Already in the Crab­
tree hoopla, major receiving recruit 
Eric Ward switched his commitment 
from Oklahoma to Tech. Crabtree’s loss 
is a huge stepping stone toward the Red 
Raiders’ offense becoming a desirable 
one to all recmits —  an offense where 
you can become center of attention at a 
passionate campus and evenmally enter 
into a big payday at the next level. It is 
scary to consider what Leach could do 
with his prowess and multiple big time 
recruits on offense.

■ Aday is a Junior bi<d<^ and 
history m^Jor from Las Cruces, 
N.M. E-maii hhn at 
jeffreyJ}UMlay@ttUiOdu.
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