——— mEw eE— —— = —

g, sl g

B & . o oL EE S S T b H-“"-M"Wfﬂ.f“ iy i I e e R e

-

MiDLAND REPORTER- TELEGRAM

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2013

WEEKENDER

Inside

mrtxcom

Delivering life ... every day

ONI.INE MEOW

«t the latest local, state and national news and

[

sports, check out our photo galleries of recent events

and sporting competitions and lots of year-end best-
ot lists. Give us your feedback on all of the above.

Bar patrons gather for Christmas meal
Riley’s Bar and Grill serves 35th annual buffet free to guests

By Joseph Basco

jbasco@mrt.com

Behind the dated, dive-bar facade of Riley’s Bar and
Grill, a warm buffet was served free to anyone who came

in on Christmas Day.

Sliced ham, creamed corn, green beans, stuffing and
bread were free for the taking all day. The food, all
cooked using in-house recipes. was reminiscent of a
homemade meal the diners might have with fmml; on

Christmas.

Even though bars are typically empty during the day.
Riley’s Chrnistmas buffet attracted a few regular custom-
ers and some families at lunchtime. It was estimated that
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Las Vegas

cab driver
finds $300K
In back seat

Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Las Vegas cab
driver Gerardo Gamboa thought
someone left a bag of chocolates in
the back seat of his vehicle, but the
stash turned out to be $300.000 in
cold hard cash.

Now, Gamboa is winming honors
for honesty after turning in the money
he found Monday. The money was re-
turned to an unidentified poker player.
Yellow Checker Star Transportation
named Gamboa its driver of the year
and rewarded him with $1.000 and a
dinner for two at a restaurant.

A message left Wednesday for
Gamboa at the cab company wasn |
immediately returned.

Gamboa told the Las Vegas Re-
view-Journal he had another passen-
ger by the time he began wondering
what kind of chocolates were n the
brown paper bag. He peeked inside at
a trafhic hght.

“1 told my passenger, *You are
my witness on this,”” the 13-year
taxi driver told the Las Vegas Sun,
“and then | immediately called my
dispatcher.”

Gamboa took the six bundles of
$100 bills to the company’s main
office, where Las Vegas police and
casino officials linked it to the poker
player.

Gamboa said the man gave him a
$5 tip after a trip from the Cosmopol-
itan resort to the Palms Place tower,
and Gamboa then drove to the Bel-

‘lagio resort, where a doorman helping

a passenger into the car noticed the
bag.

It took several hours to venty the
identity of the owner and return the
cash. He took Gamboa’s informa-
tion, but didn’t immediately leave a
reward.

“If he doesn’t give me anything,
that’s OK,” Gamboa told the Sun.
“I’'m not waiting for any kind of
return. | just wanted to do the nght
thing, and | appreciate what the com-
pany did for me.”
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the food, which was put out beginning 12:30 p.m.. would
likely be gone by late afternoon. :

The Wall Street business has carnied on this holiday
tradition for the past 35 years. On Thanksgiving Day,
Riley’s serves turkey with the usual fixings. On New
Year’s Day the buffet menu will be ham, cabbage and
black-eyed peas.

Patrons sat at tables set up next to the buffet, and
while most didn’t say a word while they ate —— possibly
because of the quality of the food — they all thanked the
Kitchen statt for the excellent meal. It was not unusual to
see someone go back for a second plate.

Some of the regulars said they come to Riley s more
often to eat rather than drink: some frequent the place as
much as five times a week. They lauded the bar's “Steak

ABOVE: Khalyb Butler, 18

months,

rides his new Mater

power car Wednesday after-
noon after opening Christ-
mas presents with famuly.

RIGHT: Khadyn Smith, 6,
rides his new bike

‘ednesday.
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Today in Abby

Mom's promises fo

kick drug habit are only

empty words.
Page 7C

The big number
More than
60,000 cracks

will be repaired during Capitol
dome restoration. More on 7A |
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Miss Caycee’s ChrlemaS

"Home Decor

and Bake  Sunday cookout ol Shiner Bock-marnnated
cuts of meat and the deep-fried favoriie: armadillo egges,
which are whole jalapeno peppers wrapped in bacon and
stuffed with cream cheese.

Though the food may convert new customers into
regulars. it'’s the feeling of unity and sohdarity that brings
bikers. service industry workers. retired people and
sometimes even young people to Riley s On Christmas.
the statl and customers were hike a famuly, cating IHLL[l]LI
and wishing each other Merry Christmas

“We do this just to give back to people. sad Brandon
Sandifer, general manager of Riley s, “They come in
here. and. you know, a lot of our customers don't have
famihies. This s thewr famaly. This s my Loy

Sania’s sleigh

delayed after

| snags at UPS
and FedEx

By Scott Mayverowitz
\ \Nerclad T rf’ .f”i- \ A

NEW YORK - Santa's steieh didn
make 1t m tume tor Chrastmas tor some thas
vear because of shipping problems at UPS
and Fedla

L he delays were blamed on poor weather
carhicr this week i parts ol the country. as
well as overloaded systemns The hohday
shopping penod thas vear was shorter than
usual. more buving was done onhine and
Amcnicans tendency 1o want until the last
Inmalhlu second o -~.|In"l [Hnlmhl} didn |
|It‘||‘! cither.

Netther company sand how many pack
ages were delaved but noted it was a small
share of overall hohday shipments. While
the bulk of consumers” hohday spending
remains at physical stores. shopping online
is increasingly popular and outstnipping
spending growth i stores at the mall

The problems appear to have atlected
many parts of the country. The Associated
Press spoke to people m Alabama. Calilor
nia. Georgia, Kansas. Lowsiana, Nevada,
Ohio, OKlahoma. South Carohina. fexas
and Virgimia who didn 't recene presents i
time for Christmas

Many were lett with hittle or no time to

Please see DELAYS/AHA
Reader comments

We asked Facebook users if their packages
made it in time for Christmas. Here are some
of the comments that we received. Be sure 10
like the MRT facebook page at facebook.com/
therepo.tertelegram.

& Angela 'Dray’ Gideon — Nope. All my fam-
ily that sent packages arrived on time.

@ Melissa Calley — Yep some of the family
will have to wait until the weekend to get gifts.

= Ashley Gallegos Crawford — Yep was
shipped Dec. 6th and still dont have it was last
in Dallas on the 10th.

= Letty Rubio — My sons bike didn't get
here for Christmas. Was supposed to be here
since last Friday.

See COMMENTS/Page 4A
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bookworms.

A Texas man who was
arrested for failing to
return an overdue library
book ignited an online

returned.

In Texas alone, the issue
has cost libranes an esti-
mated $18 million.

Jory Enck learned that
the hard way. He was
arrested for not return-
ing a GED study guide
that he checked out three
years ago in the Central
Texas community of Cop-
peras Cove. Enck declined
comment to The Associ-
ated Press, but he told the
Killeen Daily Herald that
he wouldn’t set foot in a
library again: “I think I
will probably just purchase
a book from Amazon.”

A Texas state law took
effect in September that
defines the failure to return
library books as theft. The
law, which doesn’t trump
stricter community ordi-
nances, mandates up to a
$100 fine per offense.

Other states also call
for fines or even arrest
warrants in such cases,
including lowa — where
an overdue-book offender
was jailed for a week —
Vermont and Maine.

In Copperas Cove, about
70 miles northwest of
Austin, a 2002 ordinance
mandates a $200 fine for ~
each library item that goes
unreturned 20 days after
a written notice is sent
demanding its return. If the
fine isn’t paid, the munici-
pal court issues a warrant,
city spokesman Kevin
Keller said. Keller said he
didn’t know how many
people had been jailed on
library-related offenses.

“1 was a police officer
for 12 years, and while
it wasn't a regular daily
thing, we had maybe a
couple of these a year,” he
said, adding that he didn’t
know why Enck’s arrest
in October got so much
attention.

In that case, police were
called to the 22-year-old’s
apartment on an unrelated
disturbance charge, but
officers arrested him after
finding a past warrant for
the study guide. Enck was
released on a $200 bond,
requested time-served —
and returned the book.

He said he couldn’t do it
earlier because he checked
it ou: before beginning a
three-year prison term for

Being jailed for ab-
sconding with library
materials “is an uncommon
occurrence, but can
once in a while,” said Mark
Gould of the Chicago-
based American Library
Association. But he said
there was ng accurate
count on how many states
and communities issue ar-
rest warrants.

It’s an issue that has cost
libraries a lot of money.
Nearly 150 libraries in
Texas participated in a
survey earlier this year that
found 966,000 items were
checked out long enough
to be considered lost, with
the total cost exceeding

YIALE

Unreturned library books | YTl

jail time

DEPARTMENT

$18.2 million, said Gloria
Meraz, a spokeswoman for
the Texas Library Associa-
tion.

Among the most notable
library-related arrests came
in 2011, when a man from
Newton, lowa, served more
than a week in jail for
failing to return 11 library
books and six CDs worth
$770. lowa law classifies
failure to return library
materials as theft, and the
town has a 1993 ordinance,
said Sue Padilla, director
of the Newton library.

Padilla said she saw a
spike in returned overdue
matenals after the arrest.

“We did notice that some
things that had been out for
quite a while did suddenly
come back,” she said.

‘The library hasn’t been
back to court since that
case, she said. She said
going to court was a last
resort, but that “we try to
be good stewards of those
things that were purchased
with taxpayer funds.” -

Other notable cases
include police visiting the
home of a 5-year-old in
Charlton, Mass., last year
to collect overdue books.
Also last year, police in
Freeport, Pa., called the

home of a 4-year-old
whose family had racked
up more than $80 in over-
due fines for four books.

Back in Texas, two
women in Baytown were
arrested following traffic
stops in 2006 and 2010,
after police discovered
they had outstanding war-
rants for unreturned library
books.

Indiana-based Unique
Management Services 1s
a collection agency that
works with more than
1,600 libraries nationwide
to recover overdue materi-
als and administer fines
and fees. During sluggish
economic times, libraries
became more anxious than
ever to recover unreturned
books, said Kenes Bowl-
ing, the agency’s customer

“They feel the budg
pressure, no doubt,” Bowl-
ing said. “But what we’ve
seen over the years is that,
no matter what the library
does, there’s still a nt-
age of folks who need third
party encouragement.”

That includes a woman
whose excuse for unre-
turned books ranks as
Bowling’s favorite: He
said she claimed the leg
on her dining room table
had broken “and the stack
of books under it were just

right.”

ﬁéay men say bar kicked
them out for dancing

VICTORIA — The American Civil Liberties Union of

Texas is supporting a gay couple after the men said they
were kicked out of a South Texas nightclub for dancing

together to country music.

The incident occurred Saturday night-at a Victoria

nightclub when Justin Meyer, 21, said he and his part-

ner danced together to the country song “Cowboys and
Angels,” the Victoria Advocate reported.

The men said a manager approached them and told
them Cactus Canyon had a policy barring two men from

Meyer’s partner, James Douglas, 30, said the manager
" jold them they could dance together to rap or
“So you're telling me it’s OK for me to bump and grind

my boyfriend to the song ‘Bubble Butt,” but we can’t

dance a two-step?” Douglas told the newspaper
. 's director of operations,
Dillender, said the men were asked to leave because they

But Cactus Canyon

were being disruptive.

obert

&

“We’ve never kicked anyone out of the club for danc-
ing,” he said, adding the club does not have a policy bar-
ring same-sex cmnples from dancing together.

hip-hop mu-

F

Christopher Alan
Smart

Christopher Alan Smart
was born on March 24, 1975,
in Ft. Collins, Colorado to
Larry Smart and Sandra Stain
Smart

They soon retumed to the
Midland/Odessa area, where
Chris was raised. He attend-
ed Emerson Elementary,
Goddard and Lee High
School. Chnis loved music,
fishing, all animals, his fami-
ly and the Dallas Cowboys.
He was a loving, funny and

person and was al-
ways willing to help anyone
who needed it. Chris was
predeceased by his paternal

nts James and Ann
Smart and his maternal
grandfather Charles Stain.

He 1s survived by his pa-
rents, his beloved daughters
Ashley Smart and Kayla By-
me, sisters Amy (Nash)
Hassan of Atlanta, Ga, and
her daughter Caitlin and sis-
ter Becky Smart of Dallas.
Also . his matermal grand-
mother Mary Stain, uncle
Chris Smart, aunt Beverly
Monroe, uncle Gary Stain
(Leslie).  cousins James,
Jeremy and Jon Monroe,
Kristin Luft and Shelley
Fietz.

A graveside service will be

held on Fnday, December
27. 2013 at 11:00 AM. ai
Sunset

Memonal Gardens 1
Odessa, TX. with Pastor Da-
vid Newton officiating. The
family requests donations to
a local amimal shelter or a
chanty of your choice, in lieu
of flowers. L

Services are under the di-

| rection of Sunset Memonal

Gardens and~Funeral Home.
Online condolences may
be made at

www.sunsetodessa.com.

NV
SUNSET

MEMORIAL

GARDENS & FUNERAL HOME

John "Tiny" Williams, 58,
of Midland, passed away on
December 20, 2013 in Mid-
land TX.

The family will receive
friends on Friday, December
27, 2013 from 6:00-8:00PM
at the funeral home, Funeral
services will be held on Sat-
urday, December 28, 2013 at
2:00PM at Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Chapel with Pastor
Dean Cook officiating.

John was born in Neches
TX on October 2, 1955. He
graduated from Neches High
School where he played bas-
ketball and ran track. He
moved to Midland and
worked for  McClatchy
Brothers Trucking for over
25 years until he retired. He
loved to watch drag racing
and attend races at Penwell
and dreamed of owning his
own when he retired.

John is survived by his
wife, Elizabeth Williams; his
sisters: Alice Faye Golightly
of Levelland; Clara Jean
Young
Lockridge of Levelland;
Hellen Ann Martin of Mid-
land; Ann Veronica Williams
of Neches; his uncle, Richard
Williams of Houston, numer-
ous nieces, nephews, and

of Midland; Bettie -
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Robert "Bob”
Boone of Midland, Texas,
passed away on December
21, 2013, after a long strug-
gle with cancer and other

medical i1ssues. Memonal
services will be held at
I0AM, on Saturday, Decem-
ber 28th, 2013, at the First
Presbyterian Church, 800
West Texas Ave., Midland,
Texas, 79701.

Bob was born in Amarillo,
Texas, on Apnil 11, 1934, 10
Virginia and Marion Boone
and graduated from El Paso
High School in 1952. He was
a proud member of the Corps
of Cadets at Texas A & M
College and graduated in
1957 with a BS in Industnal
Engineering with a minor in
Mechanical Engineering. His
early engineering experiences
started with the Cooper-
Bessemer Corporation in
Odessa, Texas. and later at
the corporate location in Mt.
Vernon, Ohio, with a follow-
on assignments again 1o
Odessa and ultimately to
Houston, Texas.

Based upon his experience
and knowlédge, he pursued
his main nterest in all facets
of the natural gas industry
and moved to Littleton, Colo-
rado, mitially working with
Power Application Manufac-
turing Company (PAMCO)
as Vice-President. Bob later
started his own business as
Rocky Mountain Compres-
sion, Incorporated. In 1982,
Bob and his wife, Allegra,
moved to Midland, Texas,
taking the position of VP-
Marketing. for Compression
Systems (CSI). INC.. until he
retired. After a brief hiatus,
as an experienced Texas Pro-
fessional Engineer. Bob start-
ed a new company, Compres-
sor Search, INC., and also
became a limited partner
with Knight-Crawford Enter-
prises. Bob remained suc-
cessfully involved in these
entities until he fully retired.

Bob loved the industry he
was involved in apd frequent-
ly contributed his time and
talent to the National Gas
Processor Association. He
loved to teach and mentor
others in the "oil patch” and
conducted seminars through-
out the industry, especially
pertaining to liquid gas com-
pressors and their use. Be-
cause Bob’s interest in the oil
industry was contagious,
Bob, Jr. became associated
with the industry in 1977 and
is currently working off-
shore in Califormia.

Bob was an avid sportsman
for the majority of his life
and loved fishing for trout
and salmon. He spent many

winter days fishing in the
Upper Peninsula of Michigan
with his brother, his son and
son-in-law ' '

with his
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tiecs and needs by his word,
work and gifts. He learned
well the attrnibutes of leader-
ship, and integrity in all mat-
ters was his watchword. He

encouraged others in a varie-
ty of career patterns through
his advice and example.

Bob loved his church,
plaim and simple, no matter
the location. He and Allegra
were actively involved as
Youth Leaders for 13 years
and he also served as a Dea-
con in three and as an Elder
in two Presbytennan Church-
es: He and Allegra also
served in a variety of church
offices and on committees
and Bob enjoyed the fellow-
ship of his Midland Sunday
As a couple,
they complimented one an-
other in their care of others
and they particularly enjoyed
their long time service to
"Meals on Wheels".

" Bob was not part of the "si-
lent majority” as he was well
read and informed about the
world we live in. He passion-
ately expressed his views to
others and was equally a
good hstener to the strong

beliefs and opinions of oth- .

ers. He loved this country
and all it stands for and was a
staunch Conservative.
Honorary pallbearers are
“The Old Boys” Sunday
School Class of Midland’s
First Presbyterian Church; lo-
cal members of the Texas
Aggies Former Student Asso-
ciation and Mr. Marc Nelson.
It 1s suggested that in lieu
of flowers that donations be
made to the Deacons Fund.
First Presbyterian Church.
800 West Texas Ave., Mid-
land, Texas, 79701, or the
charnity of one’s choice.
Arrangements are under
the direction of Nalley-Pickle
& Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Midland. On-
line condolences can be
made at: www.npwelch.com

McCarley

Sonja  Kay  Jacobsen
McCarley of Midland passed
away in her home on Satur-
day 12-21-2013. Sonja was
born in McCamey Texas Au-
gust Ist 1940 to Oscar Oliver
and Crystal Jacobsen. Sonja
later met and marmied the
love of her life, Jax
McCarley of Andrews and
Amarillo Texas. The couple
had no children.

Sonja was proceeded in
death by her father Oliver Ja-
cobsen of Midland,her moth-
er Crystal Jacobsen Rogers
of McCamey, her step moth-

Midland and her only sibling
Oliver O. "Sonny” Jacobsen
of Midland.

Sonja s survived by a
nephew, John Oliver Jacob-
sen and his sister Tiffany, her
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Wind power developers

race clock to secure subsidy

By Diane Cardwell
and Matthew Wald
N.Y. Times News Service

As the rest of the world
prepares to toast the new
year, the wind industry is
hard at work on its own
year-end tradition, rush-
ing to make sure projects
qualify for an important
subsidy before it is set
to vanish at the stroke of
midnight Tuesday.

Developers are signing
deals, ordering equipment

* and lurching ahead with

construction starts to qual-
ify for a tax credit that is
worth 2.3 cents a kilowatt-
hour for the first 10 years
of production. This month,
giant turbine-makers like

- Vestas and Siemens have

announced major new
orders, including a deal
worth more than $1 billion
with MidAmerican En-
orgy, an lowa-based utility
majority-owned by Warren
E. Buffett’s Berkshire Ha-
thaway, and another with
the Cape Wind project in
Nantucket Sound.

In previous years, the
projects had to be in com-
mercial operation by New
Year's Eve. This year, they
need only to have begun.

“What we see right now
1S a race to the finish line,
where we re trying to get

projects signed,” said Mark

Albenze. chief executive of

the Wind Power Americas
unit of Siemens Energy.
“It’s a hittle bit of a dif-
ferent dynamic, whereas
in ’ 12 our projects teams
were the ones stressing out
in December and now it’s
our acquisition team.”

But, he added, getting
those deals signed means
plenty of work for the next
I8 months or so, “so it’s
not as dire of an expiration
as i1t has been in the past.”

Although the wind
industry has grown enor- .
mously since the tax credit
began in the 1990s, it has
followed a boom-and-bust
cycle driven by the fate of

the subsidy. Over the years.

Congress has allowed it to
expire several imes before
renewing it, according to
the American Wind Energy
Association, a trade group.
With each expiration,

new installations dropped
sharply.

That happened in late
2012, when manufactur-
ing and new project starts
nearly came to a standstill,
only to pick up again
after Congress revived the
credit, called the Produc-
tion Tax Credit, in January
for a year. The renewal was
intended as a temporary fix
to keep business going as
lawmakers overhauled the
tax code.

Under the current rules,

a lapse in the credit will
not have much immediate
effect, since many projects

" are in the early stages of

development.

However, execu-
tives said, developers
are unlikely to start any
projects without a credit in
place, because they can-
not compete with power
generation from other
sources like cheap natural
gas. And with prospects
for a redesign of the whole

tax code looking dim at
the moment, clean-energy

advocates are calling Yor
yet another extension of
the subsidy.

Referring to the credit,
Kevin A. Lynch, managing
director of external affairs
at Iberdrola Renewables,
which develops and oper-
ales green energy projects,
said: “In the near term,
projects that do not have
the PTC attached to them
are probably difficult to
justify economically for
buyers to purchase, and
therefore for us to build.”

He added that with the
credit, “Wind has clearly
become a very competitive
generation source, and |
do have to say we’re pretty
confident that the president
and the Congress will see
their way to extending the

credit.”

Still, how that process
will go 1s anybody’s guess,
especially given that
President Barack Obama
nominated one of the chief
architects of the larger tax
effort, Sen. Max Baucus,
to become ambassador to
China.

Sen. Ron Wyden, D-
Ore., who is in line to,
succeed Baucus as chair-
man of the Senate Finance
Commuttee, said tax reform

was aPriority.

. mc

“My first choice is
nsive tax reform

where in effect you start
moving toward a more
level playing field,” Wyden
said. “But I'm not going to
support just letting renew-
ables just fall off a chff.”

Opponents of the credit
campaigned against a re-
newal all fall. They include

-some fiscal watchdogs

worried about the cost. But’
the bulk of the opponents
are mostly generators of
other forms of energy, who
say that, by subsidizing
wind, the government is
adding supply to the mar-
ket in a way that depresses
prices for electricity, cut-
ting the revenues of other
generators and, in some
cases, driving them out of
business. _

The subsidy “is grossly
distorting the market-
place,” said Don Nickles, a
Republican who represent-
ed Oklahoma in the Senate
from 1981 to 2005 and is
now a consultant on energy
policy. The problem, he
said, was that the credit
was very large relative to
the wholesale price of elec-
tricity. It i1s occasionally
infinitely larger. During
thé late-night hours when
overall electric demand
1s low and wind produc-
tion is high, the value of a
kilowatt-hour on the open
market 1s sometimes zero
or below. Wind generators
collect the credit
regardless.

Nickles. who was a sena-
tor when the first produc-
tion tax credit was passed.
said that it was meant to be
an incubator for a fledgling
industry. Now, he said,
“This child 1s ready to go
to college.”

Some of the economic
logic behind wind energy
no longer exists. In most
places. every additional
megawatt-hour gener-
ated by a wind machine
means that a plant running
on natural gas could be
dialed back. When natural
gas prices were high, the
savings could be signih-
cant. But natural gas prices
have dropped with the
new supplies brought on
by hydraulic fracturing. or
fracking. So the savings
have shrunk.

The production tax
credit for wind energy has
passionate opponents in
the nuclear industry. This
1s because in about half
the country, electrically
speaking, the wholesale
price of electricity 1s set
by auction, and when
there is oversupply, prices
drop. Sometimes they drop
below zero.

This 1s a problem for
generators that run on coal
or natural gas, but within
minutes or hours they
can reduce their output.
Reactors, however, cannot
easily lower their power
output. Thus, at hours
when wholesale electricity
prices go negative, opera-
tors often end up paying to
generate electricity.

At Exelon, the country’s
largest civilian reactor
operator, executives say its
[llinois plant sees negative
prices during 14 percent
of the off-peak hours. And
some of its plants could be
shut as uncompetitive next

Pard Health News Advertisement

Doctors’ Discovery
Helps Diabetics

PHILADELPHIA — Acamol
doctors has found that a formu-
lahion of exotic sounding ingre-
dients gives new hope 1o dia-
betic patients..

Called Cinnatrol™ | the for
mula promotes healthy blood
sugar levels by elleﬂueh me-
tabolizing glucose | Imﬂemrw
In a research study. all patients
taking just one capful of the lig-
uid (1 0z) daily, dramatically
lowered their blood sugar lev-
els compared to a plaeebo
qu p. Another scientific study

ound that an ingredient in
Cmnatrol made insulin 20 times
more capable of converting
blood sugar to energy.

While individual results vary,
ient in the study low-

i1s blood sugar from 220-
24"? ln the 100- HO range in
only 28 days, te being n-
structed not 1o ¢ ge his di-

etary habits or physical activ-
ity. Some patients, under their
doctors care, have been able 10
reduce or eliminate their need
for diabetic drugs. Scientists
say that Cinnatrol helps dia-
betic drugs to work more effi-
ciently. results are avaul-
able at www cinnatrol com.
('inmlml IS avallabl: without

Phamm:ws or
call l" 139

- sidy, the company argues.

year, not because of their
true production costs, but
because of the wind sub-

Exelon was a member

of the American Wind
Energy Association, the
industry’s trade group, but
was expelled in September
2012 because it opposed
extension of the production
tax credit.

“With 20 years and
60,000 megawatts in the
ground, this is a mature
industry,” David C. Brown,
an Exelon lobbyist, said
of the industry. “It’s time
we declare victory and
celebrate our success.”

Wind developers argue
that all forms of energy re-
ceive government support
and that the credit helps
level the playing field.
Their main focus now is
the familiar race to make
sure their projects qualify
while the credit is still
available.

“It’s the same old story
— 1t’s just another 365
days later,” said Paul J.
Gaynor. chief executive
of First Wind. a developer
based 1n Boston.

Wind executives say the
new deals will keep them
busy through the coming
months, but many of them
are also taking potentially
expensive gambles. This
year's renewal does not
require projects to go into
production until the end of
2016. but they must either
be In continuous construc-
tion or have spent at least
S percent of the total costs
this year. Project costs can
top $S100 million. :

Companies are franti-
cally reordering their
usual processes, with some
ordering turbines without
permits to build or start-
ing construction while
stilll negotiating power
contracts., said Michael
Garland. chiel executive of
Pattern Energy. a developer
of wind farms that went
public this year.

“There s a lot of nsk
on 1t that you have to take
in order to put that Kind
of money out.” he said.

“That’s what everybody s
running around trying to
figure out what to do.”
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Rod Aydelotte/Waco Tribune Herald

Construction workers begin the task of demolishing the West high school Dec. 12 in West The high
school, as well as two other buildings were severely damaged in the deadly Apnil 17 fertiizer plant

explosion.

Texas town mending from
blast looks ahead to 2014

Associated Presy

WEST — Some are celebrating in
new homes. while others are stll in
rentals. But many residents of a Central
Texas town still recovering from a fatal
fertilizer plant explosion that flattened
neighborhoods are counting their bless-
ings this Christmas. And they 're looking
forward to 2014 ' :

“1 am very thanktul that 2013 s end-
ing. It has not been a good year.
Smith. a doctor who helped remove
elderly people from a nursing home that
collapsed in the April 17 blast. told the
Waco Tribune-Herald tor a story pub-
lished Wednesday.

Fifteen people were Killed. 12 of them
while responding to the hire at the West

- Fertthizer Co. Dozens of others were in

s s
“432-520-3134 ext. 7'+

and ‘Like’uson F

jured. And the rural town of West. aboul
20 miles north of Waco. was lett with a
gaping hole where houses. schools and
the nursing home had long stood

For many. including Smith. jusi

surviving that mght 1s something to be

Cgratetul tor thas Christmas

“You can rebuild property. but vou
can t rebuild hives.” Smth sand

Rebutlding has occupied much of the
town since the explosion. Smith s sull

~reparrmg s chnie and his home and
s spending Chrsstmas i Orlando. Flae.
- with has daughter and grandchildren
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85 The Midland Humane Coalition would like to wish
% & ) everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year.

‘b

i

Please contact the Midland Humane
Coalition (Located inside Petsmart) ‘
For more information 432.520.3134 u
Please visit us at
www.midlandhumane.o A Big

Sponsored by: Brown's Permian Electric

Georey

"1 am ready to move into my house.
but 1'1l be happy 1if 1 am i it by nexi
Christmas. Snuth said

Svble Bohannan and her husband. Bo
Bohannan. manazed to celebrate this
Christmas in the new. smaller house
they built on the cimpty ot leti alter the
exploston. Married tor 62 vears and both

in their 8Os. the Bohannans said people
questioned why they bothered to rebumld
alter the home they had Inved in since
V6T was i.Ii."\”l‘:'x ol

“We had Ined here tor so lone. and
we thought we were gettime ready for
the glory land. Svble Bohannan sad
“But one day i Apnil. all that changed.

They could not imagme hiving any
W here else. so they rebult and moved
back home i time L here
Was no e tor a tree. but the hehts
were hune. and the bustic ol Chiistmas
hilled the home recentiv as Syble Bohan
nan prepared snacks tor her chirldeen.
crandchildren and ercat-crandchildren

"We have so much 1o be thanktul ton

il]i‘ﬁ'\ WU ol

or C hroistmis

she sad. notine W hen
the blast shattered elass i therr hous
and the toree threw them aronsd
Yot except tor a tew soraiches and
bruises. they were largely unmpured
\‘\L WAoo v OFN: A A foritin.f N b
Bohannan added . "We hayv e had so o mam

angels helpime us

Aubrey is an energetic
and beautiful 1 year old
Boxer mix. She would

*“16 nefit from a family who

vould love on her and
:}_D.,.wd jots of time playing
NIth her

mm

N A A ',_ F ..H.,'ﬁ
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idWS Were removed
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Thank You To Brown'’s Permian Electric
For All Of Their Generosity.
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Christmas

0% OFF

A[[ Sales Final

3300 FAIRGROUNDS RD., MIDLAND, TEXAS

(432) 682-4500
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TODAY IN |5
MIDLAND

Toqblolhh

_ Boxing Day is celebrated in the
United Kingdom the day after Christ-
mas Day. Traditionally, it was a day
when employers distributed money,
food, cloth or other valuable goods
10 their employees. As time went by,
Boxing Day gt gving expanded 1o
include those who had rendered a
muﬂnm mail car-

Dec. 18 total: 11,012,000 galions
(CRWMD 8,715,000, Paul Davis
fields 2,297 ,000)

Dec. 19 total: 11,919 (CRMWD
9,619,000, Paul Davis fields
2,300,000)

Friday total: 12,554,000 (CRMWD
10,161,000, Paul Davis fields
2,393,000)

Saturday total: 11,299,000
(CRMWD 8,942,000, Paul Davis
fields 2,357,000)

Sunday total: 11,358,000
(CRMWD 8,986,000, Paul Davis
fields 2,372,000)

Current total storage by CRMWD
in their lakes is 101,916 acre-feet (1
acre-foot is approximately 325,800
galions). Total storage at this time last
year was 159,876 acre-feet. The aver-
age for November was 12,480,900
December's average is 9,537,682.

When it’s open

City Hall

300 N. Loraine St.

8 am.to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday

Customer Service line: 685-7320

Midiand County Tax Assessor/
Collector
2110 N."A™ St

8 am.1o 5 p.m. Monday through
Wednesday, Friday 8 am.to 6 p.m.

on Thursday
688-4810

Department of Public Safety:
Driver's License Office
2405 South Loop 250 West

8 am.to 5 p.m. Monday and
Wednesday through Friday 8 a.m. to

6 p.m. on Tuesdays
498-2100

Midiand County Public Library
Downtown branch
301 W. Missouri Ave.

9 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday through

Saturday
688-4320

Centenmial branch
2305W.Loop 250 N.
742-7400

9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday through
Thursdsay and 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fnday
and Saturday

Feeling sick?

Midiand Memornial Hospital has
partnered with Medical Center
Hospital in Odessa on the telephone
nurse triage program “68-NURSE." in
order 10 bring the service 10 the entire
Permian Basin.

The program is designed 10 help
people determine whether or not their
health situation warrants a tnp to the
can call the ine by dialing 686-8773.

The program is free and available
24 hours a day-365 days a year
Local nurses are available to help you
determine the best place to receive
care for your situation. 68-NURSE

can help you save ime and money by
directing you 1o the most appropri-
ale healthcare option, whether it's
a neighborhood clinic, urgent care
center, emergency room... or just
staying home.
Lottery

Pick 3 moming: 1-3-6

Pick 3 day: 1-5-1

Pick 3 evening: 9-2-7

Pick 3 night: 3-4-5

Daily 4 moming: 2-5-4-0

Daily 4 day: 9-3-6-8

Daily 4 evening: 3-9-0-5

Daily 4 night: 7-4-7-4

Cash Five: 4-18-20-24-35

Lotto Texas: 25-26-31-40-46-50

Powerball: 23-28-38-39-56 PB. 32

All or Nothing morning: 4-5-8-9-
12-15-17-18-21-22-23-24

All or Nothing day: 1-2-4-5-7-9-
15-17-18-19-20-23

All or Nothing evening: 2-3-5-9-
11-12-13-14-16-20-23-24

Al or Nothing night: 1-2-4-6-7-8-
9-10-11-14-15-21

Today in history

. Today is Thursday, Dec. 26, the
360th day of 2013. There are five
days left in the year. The seven-day
African-Amencan holkday Kwanzaa
begins today. This is Boxing Day.

On this date:

In 1944, during the World War |i
Battie of the Buige, the embattied
U.S. 101st Airborne Division in Bas-

togne, Belgium, was relieved by units
dmedmhrmadomsm

In 1966, Kwanzaa was first
celebrated.

In 1972, the 33rd president of the
United States, Harry S. Truman, died
in Kansas City, Mo., at age 88

In 1973, the demon-possession
horror hilm “The Exorcist” was
released.

In 1996, 6-year-oid beauty queen
~ JonBenet Ramsey was found beaten
and strangled in the basement of her
family’s home in Boulder, Colo. (To
date, the slaying remains unsolved.)

Today's birthdays: Actor Caroll
Spinney (Big Bird on TV's “Sesame
Street”) is 80. Rhythm and blues sing-
er Abdul “Doke” Fakir (The Four Tops)
15 78. Record producer Phil Spector
s 74."America’s Most Wanted™ host
John Walsh is 68. Baseball Hall of
Fame caicher Carlton Fisk is 66.
Retired MLB All-Star Chris Chambliss
15 65. Baseball Hall of Famer Ozzie
Smith is 59. -

| Fnday yet it still never got

- Segway because of a

b

-

In this Dec. 16 photo, package handler Chris Addison
truck at a FedEx sorting facility in Kansas City, Mo. Santa’s

anmp#mbabyqbgﬁmadom
sleigh didn’t make it in time for Christ-

mas for some this year due to shipping problems at UPS and FedEx.The delays were blamed on
poor weather earlier this week in parts of the country as well as overioaded systems.

Dlauws

make alternative plans.

Jeit Cormier and his Dallas family were

among those who ordered gifts that didn’t
arrive.

He had three separate UPS packages —

including two for which he paid extra for
expedited shipping — delayed.

“I've had to apologize to three different
people when | thought | had everything
wrapped up and good to go way before,”
Cormier said.

He and his wife are celebrating their

baby daughter’s first Christmas and flew in

his grandmother from Ohio to join them.
Her gift, a customized iPhone cover with
a photo of her new great-granddaughter,
didn’t come in time for Christmas.

“My wife and | had our presents to
open. Our daughter had her presents to
open. And my grandma, she didn’t have
anything to open,” Cormier said.

“We apologize that our customers did
not receive their packages on Christmas,”
said Natalie Godwin, a spokeswoman for
United Parcel Service Inc.

Godwin said snow and iCe in the
Midwest last week and an ice storm that
hit Dallas 2 1/2 weeks ago were partially
to blame. She also said the volume of
packages shipped exceeded the capacity

| of UPS but would not share the number of

packages shipped or what the company’s
maximum capacity is.

UPS did not make pickups or deliv-
eries Wednesday. Extra workers were
being brought in Wednesday night to the
company’s hub in Louisville. Ky., to sort
packages for delivery today and Friday,
according to Godwin.

Godwin said “UPS will honor its peak
shipments commitments™ to customers

CommenTs

From 1A

8@ Christie Williams —
Yes we had a package that
was in midland as of last

checked 1n so we couldn’t
pick it up!!! Still don’t have
the present.

not be delivered due to “ex-
ternal reasons”
what that means but still
had a great Christmas'

8 Jennifer Rice — Yes.
They won’t be here until
the 30th, 31st, and January
3rd now. And | had paid

. Not sure

who used its air delivery service. Those

shipping by ground have no guarantee past

Dec. 11. Godwin said she didn’t know if
customers would receive refunds.
However, some FedEx customers were

able to pick up packages Christmas Day at

their local FedEx Express centers.
“We’'re sorry that there could be delays
and were contacting affected customers

who have shipments available for pickup,”
said Scott Fiedler, a spokesman for FedEx

Corp.

Between Thanksgiving and Christmas,
FedEx handled 275 million shipments,
according to Fiedler. Those that were not
delivered in time, he said, “would be very
few.”

Three people told The Associated Press

that when they tracked their packages on-
line, FedEx said deliveries to their homes
were attempted but failed because “the
business was closed.” During follow-up

calls with customer service, they said they

learned that the local depot was over-
whelmed and didn’t attempt delivery.

On Sunday, Enc Swanson ordered a doll
for his daughter and a sweater for his wife
through Amazon.com and one of its affili-
ated sites. As an Amazon Prime customer,

there was a promise of two-day delivery,
getting the gifts to his Carmichael, Calif.
home just in time for Christmas. One was
shipped via UPS, the other FedEx.

“1 thought it would happen,” Swan-
son said. Online tracking t6ols said the
packages would arrive by 8 p.m. Tuesday.
Neither did.

"My wife understands but my 5-year-
old daughter ... 1 think we're going to let
it be a surprise when it comes,” Swanson

said. “Next time, if | need to get a gift and

cut it that close. 1 will just have to enter
the fray and go to the mall.”

rance — 2 gifts that have

3 days now in Ft. Worth.
Thanks UPS.

@ Denise Reed — Yep...
ordered several items on
the ISthgotallbut 1.... in
fact I got received 2 or 3

ke : for 3 day shipping several dﬂ}fﬁﬁﬂfl’ order but that |..
m:f_nsz:' Mz:::_l ‘1:::' - days ago. says its been in Midland
| phs . ® Shawna Nuholu Low- snce the 2lst... 7777

Midland but could

Charlie RiedelV/AP

been “Out for Delivery™ for

Monster looks to rebuild

Associated Press

ATLANTA — It’s been a tough couple
of years for Monster.

The audio cable company was in a
coveted position as the decade began
after launching what became the hottest
headphones on the market, Beats by Dre.
The audio devices had hip-hop/production
legend Dr. Dre as a namesake and soon

became synonymous with headphone chic.

Celebrities like LeBron James, Diddy,
Lady Gaga and Justin Bieber launched

their own signature Beats by Dre lines, and

a host of other performers, athletes and
entertainers became unofficial represen-
tatives as the most famous faces on the
planet sported Beats on their ears.

But Beats Electronics ended its partner-
ship with Monster last year. Even though
Beats is still superhot, Monster CEO Noel
Lee believes his San Francisco-based
company has the proper pieces in place to
regam its mojo.

"It left us having to reinvent ourselves,
and that’s what we are going to do,” said

| self-proclaimed “Head Monster” Lee.

lets, slim bancry power adapters and por
table DJ turntable mixers. The company is

also tapping stars like Shaquille O’ Neal,
Nick Cannon, Jason Aldean, Meek Mill
and Drew Brees as its pitchmen. i
Lee, who often rides a gold-plated
nerative
disease, is seen as an eccentric champion
of the privately owned Monster. A confi-

dent individual, he takes a lot of the credit

for the stylish Beats by Dre headphones.

He said the key contribution of Beats Elec-
* tronics, founded by Dr. Dre and Interscope

Records chairman Jimmy lovine, was
marketing (though he allows that Robert
Bruner, chief designer at Beats, did the
industnial design).

“People have to galize that them was

brand after loss of Beats

us,” Lee said. “Monster did that. Beats
supplied the marketing. We supplied all
the distribution, all the technology, all the
engineering that went into the product.
What we didn’t have was the marketing
clout before.”

Now, Lee says he does with music
producer Swizz Beatz, who purchased a
co-ownership stake in the company this
year. But don’t expect Swizz Beatz to fol-
low in the footsteps of Dr. Dre and release
his own line anytime soon. His focus has
been to make the Monster brand appealing

to consumers in the same way he helped in

Reebok’s return to relevance.

“I'm here to show the worlkd who we
are,” said Swizz Beatz, who has
in a commercial with ASAP Rocky to pro-
mote Monster’s DNA . “There
are so many being powered and plugged
by Monster, but hardly anyone knows that.
It’s all about getting back to the roots and
showing people what we’re all about.”

After Swizz Beatz was brought into the

fold, he persuaded retired basketball cham-

pion O’Neal to be part of the Monster
team. It was an easy decision for O’Neal,
who still has strong marketing power.

“People ask me all the time, ‘How do
you pick a partner?””” O’Neal said. “It’s
simple. I've got to believe in the product.
I believe in this. For me, it’s never about
money starting off. I learned a long time
ago, when you invest your money, time
andllssomethmgymbellcvcm,ltml]
hltmthelongrun Monster is proven.”

- Mopster, which was founded by Lee in
1978, became known for selling pricey
video and audio cables. Monster eventu-
ally partnered with Beats, launching Beats
by Dre in 2008. Both companies
together over the next five years. In its
last'year with Monster, 2012, Beats by
Dre captured 53 percent of the $1 billion

annual headphone market, according to the

NPD Group, a market reseagch group.

flourished

MPD: Midland 17-year-old
arrested on robbery charge

By'l‘ylérWIlltt

twhite@mrt.com

A Midland teenager was arrested Friday after he was

found in possession
PukMall.mﬂmg

A Midland

the parking lot.

of stolen merchandise at Midland
to court documents.
O. Kepple, 17, is being held on a $50,000 bond for

a seoond—chgrec felony clnrge of
robbery.

police officer responded to
a theft at about 5:30 p.m. Friday at the
mall on Midkiff Road.
- A mall security officer said Kepple
went to Buckle, a clothing store, and
gave an employee a wallet he had taken
from the store. He then took off running,
but the security officer caught Kepple in

Kepple hit the officer in the face with
his elbow, resulting in the theft charge being upgraded to
robbery, according to the arrest affidavit.

He also was found in possession of several stolen
shirts, which were valued at less than $500, according to

the affidavit.

Kepple was arrested in November for his involvement
in more than 50 cases of vandalism across Midland.
Kepple and three other teens used a BB gun to shoot out
the windows of vehicles, businesses and residences. A
4-year-old boy was injured in one incident, according to

Reporter-Telegram records.

If convicted, Kepple faces up to 20 years in prison for
the second-degree felony charge.

Officials with Lubbock S
Salvation Army look for

woman who donated ring

Associated Press

LUBBOCK — A West
Texas widow’s anony-

| mous donation of a ring

at a Salvation Army red
kettle has prompted an
effort to get the piece.of
jewelry that belonged to
her late husband back to
her.

The woman dropped
the ring into a red kettle
outside a supermarket
in Lubbock on Monday
evening.

The Lubbock Ava-
lanche-Journal reported
the woman attached a
note to the ring. It read
in part, “In honor of my
husband who passed away
seven years ago today.
He was my Angel and
I know he continues to
watch over me and his
family. He had a giving
heart and would want to
help however he could.
This was his ring, It’s not
much but | hope it helps
... Merry Christmas &
GOD BLESS”

Money donated to the
Salvation Army is used

to provide services such
as shelter, rent and utility
assistance and disaster
Services.

Justin Eatherly, a
spokesman for The Salva-
tion Army of Lubbock,
said his organization is
now looking for the ring’s
owner after a man who
was moved by her story
offered to pay for the ring
if it could be returned to
her. Eatherly said the man
IS remaining anonymous.

“He lost his wife a few
years back and he still
‘wears her ring around his
neck daily,” Eatherly said.

The ring that the wom-
an donated at the kettle
was appraised at $250.

“It 1s very nice, real
gold, and has a small
diamond inside of it,” he
said.

Rings and other jew-
elry have been donated
before — or even fallen
accidentally into the red
kettles, Eatherly said. But
this was the first time that
one was left with a note
attached to it, he said.

Health care divides some
Republican Senate rivals

Associated Press

ATLANTA — Republicans see the 2014 midterm elec-
tions as a chance to capitalize on voter frustration with
the problem-plagued health care overhaul, but the GOP
first must settle a slate of Senate primaries where conser-
vatives are arguing over the best way to oppose President
Barack Obama’s signature law.

In intraparty skirmishes from Georgia to Nebraska, the
GOP’s most strident candidates and activists are insisting
on a no-holds-barred approach. They accuse fellow Re-
publicans — including several incumbent senators — of
being too soft in their opposition to the Affordable Care
Act and to the president in general.

The outcomes will help determine just how conser-
vative the Senate Republican caucus will be during
Obama’s final two years. And they could influence which
party controls the chamber, with Democrats hoping that
the most uncompromising Republican standard-bearers
will emerge from the primaries and fare as poorly in
general elections as their counterparts did in several 2012
Senate races. Republicans need to gain six seats for a

majority.

Republican Rep. Jack Kingston, of

Georgia, who wants

to succeed retiring GOP Sen. Saxby Chambliss, stepped
into the rift recently when he seemed to scold much of
his party during an interview on a conservative talk radio

shoew

“A lot of conservatives say, ‘Nah, just step back and let
this thing fall to pieces on its own,” Kingston said. “Well,
| don’t think that’s always the responsible thing to do.”

Rep. Paul Broun, one of Kingston'’s rivals in a crowded
primary field, pounced immediately, declaring in an
Internet ad, “I don’t want to fix Obamacare, I want to get
rid of it.” Conservative commentators hammered Kings-
ton with headlines like “Kingston has surrendered on

Obamacare.”
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apprehension
of a known felon.

Gabriel Herrera, 33, of
Midland, was arrested Tuesday
on a charge of injury 1o a child,
elderly or disabled person.
Gregory S. Hood, 46, of
Midland, was arrested Tuesday

on a charge of hindering the

apprehension or prosecution

of a known felon.

V. Ramos, 38, of
ﬁ.:'rrmm

on a charge of violation of

Dominique J. Vigi,
ey g

20, of

on a charge of hindering the

or prosecution
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By Josh Boak
Associated Press

It was an easy year to emulate Warren
Buffett even as Congress almost wrecked
the economy.

U.S. stocks rocketed to new heights, and
markets in Japan and Europe jumped, t0d.
The gains enriched investors and defied a
still-subpar economic rebound from the
Great Recession.
Budget fights closed much of the U.S.
government for 16 days. Leaked classi-
fied documents showed that the National
Security Agency collected private online
communications via Internet companies.
The disastrous rollout of President Barack

'Obama’s health care law confirmed fears of

a bureaucratic train wreck.
Central banks embarked on a shop-
ping spree. JPMorgan Chase paid a record
$13 billion for its role in the housing bust.
General Motors flashed signs of its old

. A colossal merger for Amen-
can Arrlines and US Airways took flight.
Twitter’s IPO recalled the dizzy dot-com
era. And the heartbreaking deaths of 1,100
garment workers in Bangladesh showed
that some overseas factories serving U.S.
companies remain unsafe.

The stock market boom was chosen as the
top business story of 2013 by business edi-
tors at The Associated Press. Washington’s
gridlock and dysfunction came in second,
followed by revelations involving the NSA.

Here are the top 10 business stories of
2013:

1. STOCK MARKETS SURGE: The
Dow Jones industrial average set a ecord in
March and hardly stopped to celebrate. The
blue chip average has soared roughly 25 per-
cent so far, its best performance in a decade.
Stocks stand out as among the few areas of
the economy to fully recover from the 2008
financial crisis.

The Federal Reserve’s bond purchases
helped cut long-term interest rates, mak-
ing stocks more alluring than bonds. Also.
companies boosted share prices through
an unusually large $751 billion in stock
buybacks. And corporate profits achieved
a record share of the U.S. economy. The
explosiveness of the stock rally prompted
fears of a bubble because economic growth
has been tepid by historical standards.

2. FEDERAL CHAOS: Congress
nearly derailed the economy — not once but
several imes. Lawmakers allowed a Social
Security tax cut to lapse after Jan. 1, which
shrank Americans’ paychecks. Then they
let deep federal spending cuts take effect
in March because they couldn’t agree on a
budget. The dysfunction peaked in October:

* Unable to pass a 2014 budget, Congress

shut down part of the government for 16
days. National parks were closed. Federal
employees stayed home. The government
even risked a default on its debt until, with
just hours to spare, Congress reopened the
government and by December forged a two-
year budget deal.

3. TECH COMPANIES AND NSA:
Big Brother has logged on. The U.S. gov-
emment gathered data on online messages
through a program that’s intended to stop
terrortsm but that touches the communi-
cations of ordinary Amernicans. Internet
companies already track users and then sell
customized digital advertising. But they
reacted indignantly after documents leaked
by a former NSA contractor said the agency
had backdoors at Google, Yahoo, Facebook,
Apple and Microsoft. The companies said
they provided data only as required by
federal courts.

4. JPMORGAN CHASE: The biggest
U.S. bank agreed to pay $13 billion for its
part in the housing frenzy that sparked the
financial cnisis. The agreement dwarfed
the previous record settlement with the
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Top lness story In 2013:
Booming stock markets

government: $4 billion against BP for its
2010 oil spill. JPMorgan Chase and banks
it had acquired had misled Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac about bonds it sold
them that later went belly up. The'settlement
represented 60 percent of JPMorgan’s 2012
net income

S. HEALTH CARE LAW: The medi-
cine didn’t go down smoothly when the
new health care law launched in November.
It was almost impossible for uninsured
individuals and small businesses to sign up
on the glitch-ridden federal website. The
Obama administration swung into emer-
gency mode to fix the site. But businesses
would need to enroll with paper applica-
tions until November 2014. The insurance
plans offered online also drew sour reviews.
Premiums rose for some small businesses.
Others were unhappy with the limited plans
and doctor networks.

6. CENTRAL BANKS GO LOW:

The Fed and other central banks supported
growth by keeping rates ultra-low. Investors,
home buyers and corporations benefited.
But many who depend on income from
savings accounts suffered. Chairman Ben
Bernanke kept the Fed's key short-term rate
near zero and abandoned previous guidance
about when a rate increase might eventually
occur. The Fed finally decided in December
to pare its bond buying program but will do
so very gradually.

7. BANGLADESH FACTORY: Cheap
jeans and T-shirts can impose a human cost.
That was driven home in April, when a
building in Bangladesh that housed garment
factones collapsed and killed more than
1,100 people. The tragedy put pressure on
clothiers and retailers such as Wal-Mart, the

- Gap and H&M to upgrade their working

conditions in that nation. The overstuffed
butlding had cracked from the weight of
industnial machines. Angry garment workers
in Bangladesh burned down a nine-story
building m November. Protesters man-

aged to secure a 77 percent minimum wage
increase to the equivalent of $3.17 a day for
new unskilled workers.

8. AIRLINES MERGE: American
Airlines emerged from bankruptcy with a
bang — merging with US Amrways to form
the world’s biggest airline. The new Ameni-
can’ Airlines Group handles 6,700 flights a
day to 339 destinations. Despite closing the
merger in December, the combined com-
pany will have 1o operate as two camers
until their fleets get approval to combine.
hkely within two years. Just four airlines
now control 80 percent of the U.S. market.
Less competition has returned airlines to
profitability, but tickets are getting pricier as
carmers limit seats.

9. TWITTER 1PO: The business of
| 40-character blast communiques thrilled
Wall Street. Twitter went public in Novem-
ber at $26 a share; the price has since more
than doubled. It was among 222 IPOs this
year, the most since 2000. But Twitter is
trading at an extremely high 50 times its
projected annual revenue. That's evidence
of both hype and the expectations being im-
posed on social media companies to deliver
growth. Facebook's shares rebounded after
its 1PO flop last year. LinkedIn and Yelp
also gained.

10. GM COMEBACK: Just six years
ago, General Motors — and, by exten-
sion, much of the U.S. manufacturing base
— needed taxpayer life support. But the
automaker behind Chevy, Cadillac, Buick
and GMC has roared back. The Treasury
Department unwound its stake in GM this
year at a $10.5 billion loss. But the govemn-
ment rescue saved more than | millhion jobs
and helped return once-dominant GM te
profitable health. It boasts $26.8 billion in
cash, $1.3 billion to upgrade five factones
and a new CEO: Mary Barra. the first fe-
male head of a major U.S. car company.
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Dave Dora, a lineman from Grand Haven Board of

Light and Power, works on connecting fallen

wires on Macon Avenue in Lansing, Mich., on Monday. From Michigan to Maine, hundreds of thou-
sands remain without power days after a massive ice storm — which one utility called the largest
Christmas-week storm in its history — blacked out homes and businesses in the Great Lakes and

Northeasl.

Thousands left without

power across US, Canada

Associated Press

LITCHFIELD, Maine —

Utility crews from Maine
to Michigan and into
Canada worked Wednes-
day to restore power to
more than half a million
homes left in the dark by
last weekend's ice storm,
and people slowly trickled
out of shelters to spend
Christmas Day at their

| hinally warm homes.

But not everyone was
5O lucky, including Ashley
Walter, who was forced to
spend Christmas at a shel-
ter in a school in Litchheld
with her husband, Jacob
Walter, and their month-
old daughter, Leah.

The family lost power
Saturday. got it back tem-
porarily then lost it again
Sunday and has been with-
out since. Ashley Walter
and Leah stay warm at the
shelter while Jacob Walter
makes frequent trnips home
to check on their cats and
water pipes.

“It’s definitely Kind of
strange, but we're hanging
in there,” she said Wednes-
day about the challenge of
being forced out of their
home at Christmas. “We
did our Christmas together
last night. | packed little
stockings and gave them
to my husband. sisters and
my daughter.”

The Ingid temperatures
that cloaked a region from
the Great Lakes to New
England meant that ice
remained on power lines

~dhied from the porsonous

and tree limbs. Officials
worried that wind gusts

of more than 20 mph

could bring down more
branches and that 210 6
inches of snow in places on
Thursday would hamper
line crews trying to get to
remolte spols.

“Weve had two beauti-
ful, sunny days 1in Maine.
and the ice 1sn’t going any-
place.” Maine Emergency
Management Agency
spokeswoman Lynette
Miller said. “They re very
concerned about more
Wt:ighl L‘nlning down on
trees that are already com-
promised by ice”

The 1ce storm last week-
end was one of the worst
to hit during a Christmas
week. and repair crews
were working around the
clock to restore service.
States that weren’'t it wore
sending crews to help.

Authorities blamed the
storm for 17 deaths in the
U.S. and 10 in Canada.
Five people in Canada died
from carbon monoxide
porsoning from emergency
generators powering then
homes. while two people in
Michigan. a man in Maine
and a man in Vermont also

were still without power
in Michigan. down from
more than 500.000 at the
storm's peak.

In Canada. aboul
160.000 customers were
without power. There were
72,000 customers without
power in Toronto. down
from 300.000 ai the height
of the outages. and Mayor
Rob Ford said some may
not have power restored
until the weekend.

Back in Maine. about
60.000 people were with-
out power. down from a
high of 106,000, Trudy
Lamorcau was supervis-
ing the emergency shelter
where about 25 people
stayed Tuesday might.
Lamorcau. who's also the
town manager. said they
warmed the shelter with
eencrators until the school
ot power back late Tues
day mght.

“People are dommg gquite
well considerning the air-
cumstances. she sad.

Volunteers tned to
make the shelter homey.
including cooking up a
ham dinner with potatoes.
vegetables, bread and pie
for dessert tor Christmas.

Ashley Walter sind
the volunteers had been
“amazing. setting up a
separate room for her and
Leah so they wouldn't dis-
turb others when the infant
woke during the might.

“They just try to make
cverything better lor us.
she sand.

fumes.

in Michigan, police sad
a woman died Chrnistmas
Eve when her vehicle ran
a stop hight that was out of
service because ol the ice
storm and colhded with a
pickup truck.

About 140.000 homes
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“Duck Dynasty’ s'tar‘exposes ideas on gay rights

B Profit, not high-minded princi-
ples such as equal rights or free-
dom of religion, is the real coin of
the realm

bearded fellow uttering quack-quack-

quack has streak« d across the conti-
nent, dumping a large sack of something
on America’s hearth.

Phil Robertson — millionaire star of
“Duck Dynasty”— seems an unlikely an-
tagonist as 2013 wraps up. As all sentient
beings know by now, he was suspended
from the wildly popular A&E program for
comments he made about gays during a
recent GQ interview.

Suddenly our nation is consumed anew
with impassioned debate about nearly
every foundational principle — freedom
of speech, religious freedom, civil rights
and same-sex marriage.

The latter is relatively uncontroversial
in some states and most urban areas, but
not in rural America where hunters con-
vene — or among fundamentalist Chris-
tians, for whom biblical literalism is a
virtue — and certainly not among millions
of “Duck Dynasty” fans. Needless to say,
these three groups overlap considerably.

Robertson isn’t just a megastar in water-
fowl world: he is the composite character
so loathed by liberals and certain elites

Il‘s Christmas and a strange white-

OUR VIEW

Riley’s Bar and Grill
displays giving spirit

W

participate.

And this generosity occurs not only on Christmas Day. Riley's
also prepares free homecooked meals on Thanksgiving and New

Year's Day.

This is yet another example of Midlanders™ giving spirit and why
the Tall City is a wonderful place to call home.

“We do this just to give back to people.” said Riley's general
manager, Brandon Sandifer. ... | A] lot of our customers don't have
families. This is their family. This is my famaly.”

You would expect nonprofit agencies such as the Midland Soup
Kitchen to feed residents who otherwise might not have anywhere

to cat on the holidays.

But 1t is gratifying to know that a private business such as Riley s
has chosen to open its doors on Christmas to provide a hot meal
and companionship for Midlanders who might be alone or who are

in need.

And it appears that the effort made by Sandifer and Riley's staff
was appreciated. As staff writer Joe Basco reported, the patrons
“all thanked the Kitchen staff for the excellent meal™ and wished

one another a Merry Christmas. |

In a city that is known for its philanthropy. we realize that Ri-

e were thrilled to discover one local business’ longtime
holiday tradition. For the past 35 years, Riley's Bar and
Gnill, on Wall Street, has been serving a free holiday but-
fet for its regular customers and anyone else who wants to

KATHLEEN
PARKER

Washingion Post
Writers Group

who would nigh perish at the thought of
close contact with his sort — white, fun-
damentalist, Bible-thumping, duck-killing
yahoo who somehow missed the civil
rights movement, not to mention the New
England Enlightenment.

Distilled, Robertson said two things in
particular that provoked protests outside
the bayou. One, that homosexual acts are
sins, which is hardly news among recipi-
ents of the Gospel (hate the sin, love the
sinner). Two, he said that African-Ameri-
cans he worked with during the Jim Crow
era were just fine. “They were godly:
they were happy:. no one was singing the
blues,” he said.

Except, of course, many blacks were
singing the blues and had been since about
the 19th century when plantation slaves
invented the genre while toiling in the
Mississippi Delta not far from Robertson's
haunts.

Robertson’s words released an on-
slaught of fire and brimstone not seen

since God unleashed his fury on Sodom.
Speaking of which, it is tempting to note
that God was rather selective in his out-
rage back then. Furious with homosexu-
als, he seemed to have no problem with
Lot, whom he saved, when Lot offered his
virgin daughters to townsmen who were
demanding to “know” the angels hang-
ing with Lot that God had sent to destroy
Sodom.

Similarly, sort of, Robertson’s fans
didn’t seem to care much about the vile,
X-rated imagery he used to make his point
to GQ concerning the relative merits of
human apertures for sexual gratification.
Granted, GQ is read mostly by old teenag-
ers and young adults, but is this really
the fellow Christians want instructing
America’s camouflaged kiddos”

Robertson’s blunt talk caused a stir not
because he was delivering tablets from the
burning bush but because he was clearly
speaking outside his wheelhouse to the
detriment of people whose equal rights —
even their very lives — are endangered,
by such talk. Robertson may “love the
sinner,” but you sure can’t tell.

Executives at A&E clearly were bank-
ing on hicks acting like hicks, not express-
ing what they actually think. But then,
what did they expect from a Louisiana
duck-call whittlin’, part-time preacher, for
Pete’s sake? “Aw, shucks, the more love
in the world the better, is what I always
say.

To the greater point, the fact that a
healthy if dwindling percentage of the
country feels helplessly opposed to rede-
fining marriage reveals a existential divide
that won't easily be bridged. Robertson
didn’t create it; he exposed it.

He also helped illuminate our persis-
tent confusion about gay rights. South
Carolina’s largest newspaper, The State,
recently featured two stories back to back
— one dealing with “Duck Dynasty” fans
protesting Robertson’s indefinite hiatus,
the other about Methodists defrocking
Frank Schaefer for performing his gay
son’s marriage.

One is damned for being anti-gay mar-
riage and the other for being pro — both
in the name of the same deity, presumably.
So which is it? The Christian, as well as
the constitutional, way seems to me the
latter. But fundamentalism, regardless of
religion, finds refuge in the toxic swamp
of moral certitude.

In other near certainties, Robertson
reportedly will be back on the show when
it returns in January. With shelves emptied
of “Duck Dynasty™ paraphernalia by
loyal consumers, and A&E facing boycott
threats, there’s too much money at stake.

Profit, not equal rights or freedom of
religion or any of the other high-minded
principles we seize to bolster our selec-
tive outrage. is the real coin of the realm.
And, as if you didn’t know, it quacks like
a duck.

"

ley’s may not be the only business or company that ted the “least

of my brothers™ (Matthew 25:40) on Christmas Day. ‘

We want to hear about other stories such as this. If anyone has
been touched by the generosity of a business or individual this
Christmas season. let us know at news@mrt.com.

Midland

B Controversy surrounding Phil Robert-
son likely will translate to higher ratings
for ‘Duck Dynasty

just before Christmas over remarks “Duck

Thc outrage industry was in high dudgeon

Dynasty ™ family patnarch. Phil Robertson.

made to GQ magazine about homosexuality.
Outrage 1s the primary ingredient for political
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fundraising and pohitical power. One must always
have an enemy.

Let’s go down the “I Take Offense™ checklist
and make sure all the boxes were “ticked™ before
considering a larger point.

® Liberal New York writer goes slumming
among the hayseeds in Louisiana and deliberately
creates a controversy by asking a Bible-loving
Christian to define sin. Check.

@ Bible-reading Christian quotes from that book
and is condemned by those who don’t read or
believe what it says, or have a different “interpre-
tation” (same thing). Check.

B The A&E Network, on which the highest-
rated cable TV show is shown (up to 14 million
viewers). quickly issues an apology and “full sup-
port” for the LGBT community. Check.

B Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal issues a state-
ment noting that the twerking Miley Cyrus gets
laughs, while Phil Robertson is put on indefinite
hiatus. Check.

@ The right to free speech is defended amidst al-
legations that quoting the Bible promotes hate and
violence against gays. Check.

® Varnious high-profile Christians, among them
former governors. Sarah Palin. of Alaska, and
Mike Huckabee, of Arkansas, and U.S. Sen.
Senator Ted Cruz. R-Texas, denounce the “double
standard™ when it comes to their beliefs and the

tolerance. even promotion, of beliefs and practices
anathema to them. Check.

@ Both sides send out fundraising appeals that
ask for contributions to (pick one) fight the intoler-
ance, hate and bigotry of the fundamentalists and
their Republican allies (liberals). or keep America
from sliding into the moral and cultural pit from
anti-God Christian bashers (conservatives). Check.
Check. :

There. Now, does everyone feel better”? Has

From the Right | Mallard Fillmore

everyone had thewr say? Has anything changed? It
might, if the Robertson family carries through on
its imphied threat to “walk™ from the show if Phil
is not allowed to continue on “Duck Dynasty.” |
don’t know what their contract allows, but if it per-
mits them to leave, or if they are fired “for cause,”
they are likely to “walk™ their hit show and its
huge audience to another network.

Now to the larger point. Christians who read the
Bible. as Phil Robertson does. should be aware of
verses other than the ones that list people it says
can’t enter God’s kingdom apart from faith in
Jesus, who changes behavior and forgives the past.
That list, by the way, includes “all hars,” which
should put the fear of God into most politicians.
(See Revelation 21:8)

Other passages say Christians should expect
persecution, even hate, because Jesus said they
would. “If the world hates you, keep in mind that
it hated me first” (John 15:18) and “In the world
you will have tribulation™ (John 16:33).

Christians should not “demand™ respect and
“tolerance™ for their beliefs when their leader said
to expect the opposite. Sure, they can point out hy-
pocrisy (it is something in which they occasionally
engage), but they should be known less for what
they are against, than who they are for.

Condemnation ought not to be the first words
out of their mouths when it comes to the be-
liefs and lifestyles of others. Quite the opposite.
Phil Robertson must be familiar with this verse:
“For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through
him.” (John 3:17)

Here's a New Year's prediction: “Duck Dy-
nasty™ will be back with Phil Robertson, either
on A&E or another network. When it returns, the
ratings will be even higher and the profits larger.
As Sy Robertson might put it, “and that’s a fact,
Jack.”
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About 1,500 people gather to celebrate marriage equality after a federal judge

NALION

Tom Smart/The Deseret News

declined to stay his

ruling that legalized same-sex marriage in Utah, at Washington Square just outside of the Salt Lake
City and County Building on Monday in Sait Lake City.

(Gay marriage’s latest
frontier: state courts

Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY —
Advocates on both sides
of the gay marnage debate
predicted that the U.S.
Supreme Court ruling in
June that overturned part
of a federal ban on gay
marmage would create a
pathway for states to act.

They were right.

In the six months since
the decision, the number
of states allowing gay mar-
nage has jumped from 12
to 18, a trend that started
before the high court rul-
ing that’s been reinforced
since. Judges in New
Mexico, Ohio and. most
surprisingly, conservative,
Mormon-heavy Utah all
ruled 1n favor of same-sex
marriage in just the past
week. Both Utah’s case and
another in Nevada will nexit
be heard by federal appeals

" courts, putting them on

the path toward the high
court. Ohio’s case. which
recognized same-sex death
certificates. also will hikely
be appealed.

The senes of court
decisions has many asking:
When will the Supreme
Court step in and settle the
issue for good?

It may not be that simple.

The cases on the path
to the Supreme Court now
differ hittle from a case
justices refused to hear in
June, at the same time they
made their landmark ruling
on the federal law deny-
ing tax, health and other
benefits to legally marmed
same-sex couples.

That case, from Califor-
nia, hinged on a constitu-
tional amendment defining
marmage as between a man
and a woman.

If the justices had acted.

1t would have struck down

gay marriage prohibitions
across the country. -
Instead, the justices

passed, relying instead on
a technical legal argument
to resolve the California
case and clear the way for
same-sex marrage in the
state, which resumed at the

end of June.
That convinces some

“legal scholars that the high

court won't take up the
iIssue again so soon. In a
way, they ve already passed
the buck to the states, some
say, including language in
their Defense of Mamage
Act ruling saying it rel-
egales same-sex marriages
to second-class status,

and “humiliates tens of

| ki (‘
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thousands of children now
being raised by same-sex
couples.”

That language makes it
clear state bans are ripe for
challenge. said- Andrew
Koppelman, a professor of
law and political science
at Northwestern Univer-
sity. Language from both
Justice Anthony Kennedy's
majority opinion and Jus-
tice Antonin Scalia's biting
dissent have appeared
prominently in subsequent
court challenges and rul-
ings, including in Utah and
Ohio. A federal judge n
Ohio ordered ofthcials to
recognize gay marriages on
death certificates.

“The Supreme Court has
given them ammunition
to go there if that's where
they want to go.” Koppel-
man said.

Alongside state court
decisions has come a shift
in public sentiment about
gay marriage. Only one-
third of Americans oppose
gay marriage, down from
45 percent in 201 1. an AP-
GIK October poll showed.

With Utah’s ban struck
down, 28 states sull have
constitutional prohibitions
ON Same-sexX marriage.
Another four states — In-
diana. Pennsylvania. West
Virginma and Wyoming —
do not permit it through
state laws.

Attorneys and propo-
nents say this s the il
rights 1ssue for the current
generation, comparing
the scenes of gay couples
marrying at county clerks
offices 1o blacks breaking
racial barners in the 1960s.

More state rulings in
favor of gay mamage could
be in the works in 2014
The thinking goes. if it can
happen in ultra-conserva-
tive Utah. it can happen
anywhere. Utah 1s home to
The Church of Jesus Chnist
of Latter-day Saints, which
still teaches its members
homosexuality 1s a sin
despite a softening of their
rhetoric 1n recent years.

“The ruling has had a
symbolic impact already.”
Jon Davidson, director
of Lambda Legal, which
pursues lhitigation on LGBT
issues nationwide. “lt s
recognition that the na-
tion’s attitudes, from public
to legislative to judicial, are
changing very rapidly n all
parts of the country.”

“And the opponents,
many of them, are moving
on,” said William Esknidge,
a professor at Yale Law
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School. “We are not seeing
the same kind of Armaged-
don rhetoric we saw in the
1990s.”

A federal yudge in Michi-
gan will hear tesumony
from experts in February
before deciding whether to
throw out the state’s con-
stitutional ban on same-sex
marriage. Two federal law-
sutts 1in Virgima, including
one being led by the same
legal team that challenged
Califormia’s ban, are mov-
ing forward.

Eskndge disagrees with
those who say the Supreme
Court won't act, predicting
justices will get involved in
the gay marmage dispute in
the next year or two.

Ditterent branches of the
government are acting. he
sald — lawmakers. state
courts. and federd courts
— which could convince
the justices to step .

The long-term trend
in favor ol acceptance of
same-sex marnage atfects
the courts. As each state's
same-sex marmnage ban
1s struck down. 1t serves
as a domino effect help-
ing make the next legal
challenge casier. said
Jon Davidson. director
of Lambda Legal. which
pursues htigation on LGBT
issues nationwide. The
Ohio ruling this week cited
the Utah ruling from last
week.

“You are going 1o see
more federal courts do
what just happened in Ohio
and Utah, Koppelman
predicted.
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WASHINGTON — A world-famous
symbol of democracy is going under cover,
as workers start a two-year, $60 millioh
Cqmoldolm:.

renovation of the U S.

contractors to strip multiple layers of paint
and repair more than 1,000 cracks and
The dome will remain il-
night and partly visible through
the scaffolding and paint-capturing cloths.
ashington icon — and portions of
the Rotunda’s painted ceiling that lies below
— will be significantly obscured for many

broken pieces.

months.

The project is beginning just as the nearby
Washington Monument sheds scaffolding
that was used to repair damage from a 201 |

earthquake.
| Half-completed when Abraham Lincoln
stood beneath it to summon “the better
angels of our nature™ in 1861, the Capitol
dome has since towered over Washington,
which limits building heights to 130 feet.

Capitol’s dome set for 2-year renovatlon

Time, however, has let water seep through

PAGE 7A

hundreds of cracks. The water attacks cast

Capitol.

ground.

iron, which “continues to rust and rust and
rust,” said Stephen T. Ayers, Architect of the

This first major renovation in more than
50 years should add decades of structural
integrity to the dome, which Ayers calls
perhaps ‘ﬂrnmstmmgmmlﬂcsymbol
across the globe.” The $60 million undertak-
ing will heal inner wounds, he said, without
changing the way the dome looks from the

Much of the work will be done at night
and on weekends. It won’t be as flashy as
the 1993 helicopte

r removal and return of

the 19-foot Statve of Freedom from the

dome’s top.

The Capitol’s crowning piece is actually
two domes, one nested under the other like

Russian dolls, and separated by a web of

cast wron braces hidden from view. From the
ground it looks like a massive structure that
would be too heavy for the building to sup-
port if it were indeed made of the solid stone
It appears to be.

Malcolm Denemark/Florida Today

. A surfing Santa Claus hits the waves Tuesday during the fourth annual surfing Santas event in Co-
coa Beach, Fla. Organizer George Trosset said he may move the holiday event to downtown Cocoa
Beach next year to accommodate growing crowds. He started the tradition in 2009 with a few family
members after seeing a television commercial featuring people surfing in Santa Claus attire

Assoctated Press

COCOA BEACH. Fla.
— More than 210 surters
dressed as Santa Claus.,
elves and snowmen were
surfing the Christmas Eve
waves off central Flonda's
Atlantic coast.

Flonda Today reported
that when Cocoa Beach
Mavor Dave’ Netterstrom
took n the view from the
sand Tuesday. he declared
the fourth-annual gathering
“the largest surfing Santa
event on the planet.
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. “This will be a sign to you: You will find :
* a baby wrapped in cloths and lying  *
: in a manger.” y

Surfers dressed as Santa
Claus gather in Florida

Orgamzer George Tros-
set said he may move the
holiday event to downtown
Cocoa Beach next vea
to accommodate grow -
ing crowds. He started the
tradition in 2009 with a
few family members after
seeing a television com-
mercial featuring people

s year
SSale

surfing in Santa Claus
athre.

More friends jomed
them the tollowing year.
and in 2012, nearly 160
surfers participated. Tros-
set said the event “has
cone from bemng a hle
famuly party to bemg J
communmty cvent.
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Gregorio Borgia/AP

Pope Francis delivers his "Urni et Orbi” (to the city and to the world) message from the central baico-

ny of St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican on Wednesday.

Popeﬁmmchmﬂnasdayiswﬂwbr

a better world, with peace for the land of Jesus' birth, for Syria and Africa as well as for the

migrants and refugees fleeing misery

and conflict. Francis spoke .rom the central baicony of Po-

ter's Basilica Wednesday to tens of thousands of tourists, pﬂgnmsandﬂmmnmambom
He said he was joining mmesongolChrisunasangelswdhallmosehopm‘hraboﬂorwoﬂd and

with those who “care for others, humbly.”

Pope’s Christmas wish:
hope for a better world

By Frances D’Emilio
Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis
offered Christmas wishes Wednesday
for a better world, praying for protec-
tion for Christians under attack, battered
women and trafficked children, peace n
the Middle East and Africa, and dignity
for refugees fleeing misery and conflict
around the globe.

Francis delivered the traditional “Urbs
et Orbi™ (Latin for “to the city and to the
world™) speech from the central balcony
of St. Peter’s Basilica to more than 70,000
cheering tourists, pilgrims and Romans in
the square below.

In his first Christmas message since
being elected pontiff in March, he asked
for all to share in the song of Christmas
angels. “for every man or woman ... who
hopes for a better world. who cares for
others.” humbly.

Among places ravaged by conflict,
Francis singled out Syria. which saw its
third Christmas during civil war: South
Sudan: the Central African Republic:
Nigena: and Iraq.

In Irag on Wednesday, militants targeted
Christians in two attacks, including a
bomb that exploded near a church during
Christmas Mass in Baghdad. The separate
bombings killed dozens of people.

The Vatican has been trying to raise
concern in the world for persecution
and attacks on Christians in parts of the
Middle East and Africa.

“Lord of life, protect all who are perse-
cuted in your name,” Francis said.

Adding an off-the-cuff remark. Francis
said he was also inviting non-believers to
join their desire for peace with everyone
else.

The pope also prayed that God “bless
the land where you chose to come into
the world and grant a favorable outcome
to the peace talks between Israelis and
Palestimans.”

Francis then explained his concept of
peace.

“True peace is not a balancing of oppos-
ing forces. It's not a lovely facade which
conceals conflicts and divisions.” the
pope said. “Peace calls for dailly commt-
ment.” Francis sand. reading the pages of
his speech as they were ruffled by a chilly
wind.

Francis also spoke of the hives of every-
day people. especially those struggling for
a better hite.

Recalling the handreds of migrants who
have drowned this year while trying to
recach European shores. including many
close to the Italian island of Lampedusa.
Francis prayed that refugees receive hope,
consolation and assistance.

He added that “our thoughts turn to
those children who are the most vulner-
able victims of wars, but we think, too.
of the elderly. of battered women™ and
others.

The 77-vear-old pope kept to the simple
style he has set for his papacy. Wearing a
plain white cassock. Francis presented a
sharp contrast in appearance to the pope

\

who stood on the same balcony on Christ-
mas exactly a year ago. Then Benedict
X VI, who was soon to stun the world by
retiring, read his Christmas speech while
dressed in a crimson, ermine-trimmed
cape. Benedict lives on the Vatican
grounds, and Francis paid a holiday call
on him earlier this week.

In another break with tradition, the
Argentine-born Francis stuck to Itahian
for his Christmas greetings, forsaking
a custom of wishing happy holidays in
dozens of languages to the crowd below
the balcony. '

In the Mideast, pilgrims celebrated
Christmas in the ancient Bethlehem
church where tradition holds Jesus was
born, as candles, illuminated the sacred
site and the joyous sound of prayer filled
its overflowing halls.

This year’s turnout was the largest in
years in Bethlehem, and the celebrations
have been marked by careful optimism
amid ongoing Israeli-Palestiman peace
talks. Leaders expressed hope the coming
year would finally bring the Palestimans
an independent state of their own.

The top Roman Catholic cleric in the
Holy Land, Latin Patriarch Fouad Twal,

leda prayer for some 1,000 worship-

pers. “The whole world now is looking at
Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus,” Twal
said in his annual address, adding that the
message of Jesus was one of “love and
reconciliation.”

Bethlehem lies 6 miles south of Jeru-
salem. Entry to the city is controlled by
Israel. which occupied the West Bank in
1967.

Following a Palestinian uprising that
began in 2000, the numbers of visitors to
Bethlehem had plunged. But thanks to a
period of relative calm. they have been
steadily climbing in recent years.

Iskandar Salameh, an 18-year-old Pales-
tinian. said the Christmas spirit was unit-
ing those gathered Wednesday. “We all
feel that Jesus is with us today,” he said.

In Britain, the royal family turned out in
force for a Christmas church service, but

‘the newest family member., Prince George.

son of Prince William and Kate, was
nowhere 1n sight.

Cicely Howard said she asked about
the baby when she greeted Kate out-
side the church. Howard told the Bnt-
ish news agency Press Association that
Kate described George as being “more
interested in the wrapping paper than the
presents.” Britain’s Queen Elizabeth n a
pre-recorded Christmas message urged
reflection among the distractions of the
holiday period.

In his speech. Pope Francis also recalled
the victims of natural disasters, espe-
cially Filipinos suffering from the recent
typhoon in their homeland.

In North America, many spent a dark
and cold holiday following an ice storm.

President Barack Obama encouraged
fellow Americans to embrace the spirnt of
Christmas by volunteering at soup kitch-
ens, buying presents for children in need
or organizing food or clothing donation
drives.
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Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The
shadowy leader of a
al-Qaida group
fighting in Syria sought
to kidnap United Nations
workers and scrawled
out plans for his aides to
take over in the event of
his death, according to
excerpts of letters obtained
Wednesday by The Associ-
ated Press.

Iragi intelligence of-
ficials offered the AP the
letters, as well as the first
known photograph of the
Nusra Front leader, Abu
Mohammed al-Golani, the
head of one of the most
powerful bands of radicals
fighting the Syrian govern-
| ment in the country’s civil
war.

The officials said they
obtained the informa-
tion about al-Golani after
they captured members of
another al-Qaida group n
September. They spoke
on condition of anonym-
ity because they weren't
| authorized to speak to
journalists.

I “I was told by a soldier
that he observed some of
the workers of the U.N.
and he will kidnap them. |
| ask God for his success,”
read an excerpt of a letter
given by officials from
Iraq’s Falcon Intelligence
Cell, an anti-terrorism unit
that works under Prime
Minister Noun al-Maliki.

The officials said other
letters planned the kidnap-
ping and Killing of other
foreigners, and Synan and
Iragi civihians.

One U.N. worker was
kidnapped for eight months
in Syria and was released
in October. Another two
dozen U.N. peacekeep-
ers were briefly held this
year. It’s not clear if those
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AI-Qa:da leader targets UN workers
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ab:momhnd any relation
to al-Golanis letters.

Syria’s began
with protests, but

it turned into an armed up-

rising after Assad’s forces

: crackzddownmdemon—

strators.

Since then, hard-line *
Islamic brigades have
emerged as the strongest
rebel forces in Syna,
chiefly among them the
Nusra Front.

Under al-Golani’s
leadership, it has domi-
nated rebel-held parts of
southern Syria, and it is a
powerful fighting force in
the Damascus countryside
and northern Synia, with an
estimated force of 6,000 to
7,000 fighters.

Al-Maliki’s Shiite-
majority government is
considered a quiet ally of
Syrian President Bashar
Assad. The officials may
have released the letter
excerpts to underscore the
dominance of al-Qaida 1n
Syna.

The intelligence officials
did not where they found
the al-Qaida fighters who
handed over the docu-
ments. They also would
not say when the letters
were written, though they
said it represented a tiny
sample of a large cache of
documents.

The officials couldn’t
explain why the letter
excerpts were in a sloppily
written, grammatically
incorrect version of an
Arabic dialect used across
the Levant. It is believed
that al-Golanrwas an
Arabic teacher before he
rose through al-Qaida’s
ranks, and typically hard-

line Muslims try to write in_

classical Arabic.

It may have been that
an aide was writing down
al-Golani’s speech. Arabs
typically speak in dialects
that are often quite dif-
ferent from the classical
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prominen
analyst of Sym s militant
groups. He referred to the

Nusra Front by its Arabic

name. “While it might well
be true, elements within
Iraq’s security services
have a clear interest in
portraying jihadists in -
Syria and Iraq in a highly
negative light.”

Little is known about
al-Golani, including his
real name. He is believed
to be 39 years old. The
photograph suggests a man
in his thirties.

Al-Golani is a nom de
guerre, indicating he was
born in the Israeli-occupied
Golan Heights.

A Syrian native, he
joined the insurgency after
moving to lraq.

He advanced through
al-Qaida’s ranks and
eventually became a close
associate of Abu Musab
al-Zargawi, the Jordanian-
born leader of the militant
group al-Qaida in Iraq.

He eventually returned
to Syria shortly after the
uprising against Assad be-
gan in March 2011, where
he formed the Nusra Front,
first announced in January
2012.

The group gained promi-
nence in April after Golan
rejected an attempted
takeover of the Nusra Front
by another rival al-Qaida
group,.now known as the
Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant.

Iraqgi intelligence of-
ficials said it was members
of ISIL who gave them
the information about al-
Golan.

Associated Press

DUBALI. United Arab
Emirates — With global
attention focused on
upheaval elsewlvere in
the Middle East. Saudi
Arabia quietly intensified
| its clampdown on dissent

in 2013, silencing democ-
racy advocates and human
rights defenders with
_arrests, trials and intimi-
dation in what reformists
say was one of the darkest
years ever for their efforts
in the powerful U.S.-alhed
Gulf state.
The lempdnwn rt.ﬂet s
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the highly delicate times
that the world’s top

oil producer is passing
through.

The monarchy 1s trying
to modernize the country 's
economy to reduce its
reliance on o1l revenues
and create a more diverse
private sector to provide
jobs for a grumbling
population. To manage the
shifts, activists say it has
manipulated the divisions
in Saudi society, playing
on tribal sentiments and
shifting between Saudis
who seek a more liberal
lifestyle and the ultracon-

ey
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Activists say 2013 dark year for Saudi rights

servative Wahhabi clerics
who traditionally give the
royal family legitimacy.

As it navigates those
currents, the monarchy 1s
blunting calls for pohtical
reform, fearing an Arab
Spring-style upheaval that
would rattle the ruling
family’s grip on power.

This year, at least nine
prominent reformers were
given lengthy jail sentenc-
es for offenses including
“breaking allegiance with
the king.” A leading rights
lawyer was forced to flee
the kingdom for fear of
arrest.
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