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Dick Weekley, president of Texans for Lawsuit Reform,

spoke at the Petroleum Club Wednesday evening.
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Founder discusses group’s efforts for lawsuit reform

By lan Heald
Staff Writer

Lawsuit defendants are no longer always on
the losing end, according to the president and
co-founder of Texans for Lawsuit Reform.

Dick Weekley addressed a gathering Wednes-
day might at the Petroleum Club about the efforts
of the TLR, its accomplishments and its law-
suit reform visions for the future.

Weekley said that in 1994 Texas was the law-
suit capital of the world.

In previous lawsuits it was just unfair, said
Weekley, that venue of court proceedings had
been unlimited. If the plaintiff’s complaint was
in Midland he could move the case to another
Texas city for any reason. Defendants who were
found to be 1 percent responsible could pay 100

1 ¥

MISD trustees R

percent of the damages if other defendants filed
bankruptcy.

“The defendant could be totally in the right
and have to settle,” said Weekley. “Well, it’s a
different universe today.”

TLR presented eight lawsuit reform bills to
the Texas Legislature in 1995. They had no
chance of passing, but they all passed, said
Weekley, who called it the most massive law-
suit reform in U.S. history.

The following year, he said, the eight bills cre-
ated $2.9 billion in insurance savings.

“We talked about it a lot and we complained
about 1t. We wanted to see if we could make
something happen. If we were going to have an
impact we needed to have a single group.”

So, they started from scratch and determined
the best way to fix the problem. “So, we estab-

lished an agenda.”

TLR hired legal scholars and academic
scholars. The group conducted scientific polls
in Houston and was amazed to find out that those
wanting reform outnumbered those who did not
by an overwhelming 15-1.

“The support has been broad-based and
overwhelming,” said Weekley.

Weekley said that in 1994, Mobil Oil was con-
sidering leaving Beaumont because continuing
ligation from lawsuits made doing business
there too costly. After the eight new laws were
passed, Mobil was freed up from many of the
earlier lawsuits. It eventually added a $186 mil-
lion addition to its Beaumont facility.

“Most of our effort thus far has been spent on

Please see TLR/4A

- to redo vote
- for appraisal

district board SR

By Jeff Stevens
Staff Wniter

The Midland Independent
School District Board of Trustees
at its Nov. 30 meeting will recon-
sider its election of nominees to
the Midland Central Appraisal
Distnict board.

On Nov. 8, the board voted 3-
| to elect four of its own repre-
sentatives to the
appraisal district
board. In so doing, 6
the MISD board

land County nomi-
nee, David Hurta.

It could have
voted out the Mid- pheen inadvertent.
It was probably

nominated candidates. The city of
Midland has 1,073 votes, which it
cast for Fred Poe. Midland Coun-
ty has 563 votes and Greenwood
ISD has 172 votes. The county and
GISD historically have voted
together for one candidate, in this
case, Hurta.

In the past, MISD has divided
its votes among three candidates
nominated by the board.

By dividing their
votes, MISD was
able to outvote the
735 votes cast by
GISD and Midland
County and in the
process replace

Initial response More because they Hurta with one of

to the move by could not come to
a consensus on
appointment. But which three

after a few days to should be ap-

County Judge Bill
Morrow was dis-

think about 1t, Mor-
row said he 1s will-
ing to believe that 1t
was all a big mus-
take.

“It could have
been inadvertent. It was probably
more because they could not
come to a consensus on which
three should be appointed,” Mor-
row said.

The board had some difficulty
appointing members because there
were only four trustees present al
the Nov. 8, meeting. Further, the
board had initially nominated four
members for three seats. Before
the meeting, however, Supern-
tendent Joseph Baressi Jr. instruct-
ed the board that they had enough
votes to appoint all four nominees.

MISD is allowed 3,192 votes to
cast in favor of candidates for the
appraisal district board. MISD can
use those votes all for one candi-
date or divide the votes among any

pointed.’

B Transplanted Texan is in
critical condition after being
attacked in New York/4A

B Study shows that aicohol
can cut risk of strokes./9A

the distnct’s four
nominees.

The school
board ended up
electing David
Gnimes, John Logi,
Rod Stephenson

— Bill MorTow, and Gary Willis
county judge but only after sev-

eral attempts.
Trustee George
Lara has asked that the issue be
revisited.

“Frankly, for two main reasons.
I was uncomfortable electing
four,” Lara said. “Secondly, we
had a number of board members
absent who also should have been
there to cast their vote.”

The 1ssue of the absent members
was raised at the first meeting in
November, but the ballots were
due by Nov. 30 at the latest. The
board of trustees decided to vote
because they felt the time con-
straint would be too constrictive if
the vote was postponed until the
Nov. 30 meeting.

That problem has been over-

Please see BOARD/4A

Study: ‘Mdia use’ |

B Many children live in
homes with more than

one TV, many kids have

TVs and computers in
. their bedrooms.

By Vicki Haddock
Hearst News Service

Off the wire

SAN FRANCISCO — Chil-
dren spend so many hours watch-
ing television, playing video
games and the like that media use
could qualify as their full-time job,
a study released Wednesday
shows.

The study by the Kaiser Fami-
ly Foundation finds that the typ-
ical American child spends more
than 38 hours a week as a ‘‘media
consumer’ ' in a home that aver-
ages three }elevisinns, three tape

players, three radios, two VCRs,
two CD players, a video game
player and a computer, as well as
newspapers, magazines and com-
iIc books.

Children are less likely fo live
in 2a home with just one television
than in a house with five or more.
Forty-two percent of the children
surveyed reported that a television
1S on at home ‘‘most of the
time."’

The study showed that a third
of young children and two-thirds
of older children have televisions
in their bedrooms. More than a
third of all children have their own
VCRs and/or video game players,
and about one in six has a bed-
room computer.

“It’s hard to look at this
research and not be hit square in
the face by the sheer amount of
media that all kids use,”” spqd

Drew Altman, president of the
Kaiser Family Foundation.

The study is based on a repre-
sentative sampling of 3,155 chil-
drenages 2-18 and was compiled
based on school questionnaires, in-
home interviews and weeklong
media-use diaries. It is the first
extensive study that takes into
account not just television but the
full spectrum of media. It did not
analyze or judge content — just
exposure.

Kaiser officials indicated, how-
ever. that the amount of time the
children spent with the varnous
media is not cumulative, in that the
children sometimes did two things
at the same time, such as reading
while listening tqQ the radio.

Researchers found that the typ-
ical child spends 5 1/2 hours per
day using media, and that televi-

sion still overshadows all the .

s full-time ‘job’ for many kids

other options. Despite widespread
access to computers, fewer than
half of children use a computer
each day, and they spend very lit-
tle ime doing so.

Television viewing accounted
for two hours and 46 minutes per
day, followed by listening to CDs
or tapes (45 minutes); reading
magazines, books, comics and
newspapers (44 minutes); listen-
ing to the radio (39 minutes);
using the computer for fun (21
mninutes); playing video games (20
minutes); and using the Internet
(eight minutes).

Supervision is often minimal or
nonexistent. Half of the children
surveyed do not have any parental
rules limiting their time in front of
the television or the kinds of pro-
grams they may watch. For chil-

, Please see MEDIA/4A




his father, Capt. Gameel el-
Batoaty, 'i1s his generosity —
aboard doomed Flight 990, the
EgyptAir co-pilot was brninging
home a sweater and spare tires his
22-year-old son asked him to buy
in the United States.

The image of el-Batouty that
emerges from interviews with
family and friends is that of a
financially secure and indulgent
father, a devoted husband, and a
devout Muslim who did not
smoke or dnnk.

He was also an expenenced
pilot who was looking forward to
retirement in March and they are
devastated by suggestions that he

pould have played a role in the
Oct. 31 EgyptAir crash that killed

217 people.

**He didn’t have anything to
push him to (do) this,” sad
another son, Kanm, 20, speaking

al an
urb

iopolis, one of the fam-

y's three homes.
Thc elder el-Batouty had no life
insurance and his sons denied

from Turkish
quake rubble
after 105 hours

DUZCE, Turkey (AP) — Four
days after being buned in rubble
by a devastating earthquake, a
woman was pulled barely con-
scious from the remains of her
apartment house Wednesday,
even as rescuers prepared to end
their search for survivors.

Sefa Cebeci, 42, was buned 105
hours in a mountain of crumbled
concrete that was once a six-sto-
ry building. Discovered by Israeli
rescuers and femed by helicopter
to Istanbul, 130 miles to the west,
she faced amputation of her
crushed nght arm and was fight-
ing for her life.

“*Her condition 1s stll cntical
due to kidney malfunction. We are
doing our best,”” Dr. Emre Gorgun
said by telephone from Istanbul’s
Cemahpasa Hospital.

Despite the miraculous rescue,
search teams continued packing
up, saying no one else 1s likely to
have survived amud the rain and
winter cold.

Some 550 people were killed in
the Nov. 12 quake.

“The esumaton i1s now that
they can’'t find any more sur-
vivors,”” said Gilad Cohen,
spokesman for the Israel
Embassy in Ankara. ‘“The work
now is to take out bodies.”” He said
an Israeli army medical team
would stay.

The last ume shouts of :‘sur
vivor = went up was on Saturday.

Cebeci was the 22nd person
pulled alive from the rubble.
Twenty-one people in the complex
penished, including her husband,
whose body was found near hers
only an hour before her rescue.

“We knew we would find peo-
ple under there. We didn’t know
if they would be alive or dead. It
was just chance,”” said Hasan
Aksu, a Turkish translator work-
ing with the Israeli team.

Hunganans, Turks and Amerni-
cans were among the volunteers
digging through the ruins of
Duzce, the town hardest hit when
the 7.2 magnitude quake struck
northwestern Turkey, killing 200
people in this town of 70,000
alone.

In August, a 7.4-magnitude
quake that rocked the same region
killed an estimated 17,000 people
and weakened structures that went
down with the latest temblor.

Late moming Wednesday,
another aftershock struck the area.
Mud 8 inches deep quivered like
gelatin on the sidewalks when the
5.0-magnitude temblor rolled
- through Duzce. Vendors selling
+ sesame-coated pretzels struggled
to keep the snacks stacked on their
_heads.

Mark Lucas, a member of the
U.S. team working in Duzce, said
the Amencans were considering
wrapping up operations shortly.
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ment in the Cairo sub-

reports that their father had
sent hmnc his life savings before
the crash because he planned to
commit suicide.

Egyptian airline officials have
tentatively identified the person in
the co-pilot’s seat at the time of
the crash as el-Batouty, 59, who
was scheduled to take over much
later in the flight, a source close
to the investigation said, speak-
ing on condition of anonymuty.

The officials in the United
States i1dentified el-Batouty’s
voice after listening to the cock-
pit voice recorder at the head-
quarters of the Natuonal Trans-
portation Safety Board.

Another source close to the
investigation, also speaking on
condition of anonymuity, said the
tape showed that el-Batouty
apparently came in at some point,
“*said he wanted to fly' " and his
request was accepted.

A U.S. federal law enforcement
official said Wednesday that
someone in the co-pilot’s seat said
in Arabic, ‘‘l made my decision
now. | put my faith in God’s
hands,”’ moments before the jet’s
autopilot was turned off and the
plane began a steep plunge from
33,000 feet. The official said the

Survivor pulled r
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crew member, whom he did not
name, was believed to be alone 1n
the cockpit at the ime.

At the el-Batouty apartment on
Wednesday, family members
were surrounded by souvenirs the
co-pilot accumulated dunng his
35-year flying career.

A framed photograph of the
stocky, dark-haired el-Batouty

was on one wall of the small liv-

Ing room, opposite a picture of his .

youngest daughter, 10-year-old
Aya, who suffers from lupus, an
immune disorder.

El-Batouty’'s wife Umaima,
their 27-year-old daughter Sally
and Aya were sequestered In a
Cairo suburb at one of the fami-
ly’s two villas. Kanm said his
mother broke down following
reports about el-Batouty’s possi-
ble connection to the plane crash.

Shanf el-Batouty, the co-pilot’s
cousin, said el-Batouty was look-
ing forward to retirement so he
could devote himself to helping
Aya deal with her condition,
enjoy the easy life of a wealthy
man who employed two maids
and run the nursery he co-owns
with a childhood friend. He
denied reports the co-pilot was
depressed.
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CRIME DOESN'T PAY.

But WE Do.
w10 $1,000 REWARD

will be paid for information lcading to the ARREST & INDICTMENT of
I ANY PERSON WHO HAS COMMITTED A FELONY CRIME: incluidng
murder, rape, arson, aggravated assault, burglary and robbery.

(CALL CRIME STOPPERS - 694-TIPS
OR 1-800-7-LOCK UP

COMPLETE CONFIDENTIALITY (NO CALLERID USED)

(FREE OF CHARGE
FROM
ANY PAY PHONE)

WORLD
Belatlves recall EgyptAir co-pilot as devoted father, husband

““Thus guy belongs to a very old
and strong family. He’s very well
off. He has all the success of ...
life and he has no motivation
whatsoever but to continue and
continue success,”’ said Shanf,
who heads a construction com-

pany.

labor warranty for FREE!

You also receive:
* NO deposit
* NO interest

* Up to $750 rebate

Prepare for the
cold weather!
Don’t wait until
it’s too late

Start saving
on your
heating and
cooling bills
right now!

No Pa
Till Apr
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Mohammed said he had asked
his father before he left Cairo for
the United States on Oct. 22 to
buy hum a sweater and tires for his
car. Two days before the crash,
hJS father home.

"*He called up and said he did-
n't find the sweater in black and

)/

men
1 2000!

Up to $750 Amana Rebate

JUST IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS.
That’s right, no payments until 2000. When
you replace your heat and air system. Don'’t
go through one more winter wasting money
on high utilities and risking your family’s
safety. Plus get up to a full 10 year parts and

should he buy ltmd.arkgmcn’
recalled Mohammed. ‘‘He told
me to wait for him at the airport
so | could pick up the stuff.”

Mohammed also said that two
days before the crash, he received
$300 that his father sent to him

with a colleague.

We have a special program so that you can
have all the comfort and convenience of a
new system now, use it throughsout the cold
winter and not pay a penny untll April of
2000! At that time, you can either pay it off
or begin monthly payments *

Simply call today and we will schedule an
appointment for your absolutely FREE no
obligation survey. Alonzo, Colby Mark or
Roger will stop by and measure your home
design a system that will save you on

an
* NO paments until April 2000 ﬁuur electric and gas costs and make your

ome totally comfortable.

“With Approved Credit. Some restrictions apply, call for detalls
Service )
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Air Conditioning * Heating * Plumbing

NEW PRICE REDUCTIONS

“Ennis” saddle axford
with water resistant
construction, cushioned
footbed and tumbled-
grain leather upper, in
brown.

Ml

Orig. 5140

Dillard’s welcomes your Dillard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or Diners Club card.

SHOP MONDAY-SATURDAY, 10A M. TO9 PM.;. SUNDAY, NOON TO 6 PM. * Midland Park Mall, 697-7911

Orig. 5165

“Zeno” calfskin leather
slip-on with embossed
crocodile print, smooth
leather tnm and soft full-
leather lining; in chestnut
or black.

561-9440  1-800-220-9440

License # TACLA019699(C

“Uppingham” wingtip kiltietassel slip-on with the Optima Cushion
System for comfort, fulHeather lining and brushed leather upper
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ISLAMABAD, Pakistan —
The military government round-
ed up hundreds of Pakistan’s most
powerful and wealthy people
Wednesday, making good on its
promise to try and nd the coun-
try's political ranks of rampant
corruption.

T'he raids — which brought in
landowners, industnalists, athletes
and politicians from all parties —
began hours after a deadline
expired for debtors to repay loans
or face cnminal charges.

According to Pakistan televi-
sion, $138 million had been
recovered when the deadline
expired — just 3 percent of the
estimated $4 billion outstanding.

Soldiers in green army jeeps
roared up to the palatial home of
Nawaz Kokhar, a member of for-
mer Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto's party, on the outskirts of
Islamabad to arrest him.

""We hope we will get justice.
We are not going to run,’’ said
Kokhar, who reportedly owes
about $2 million.

He was just one of hundreds
taken in during army chief Gen.
Pervez Musharraf’s crackdown
on corruption, which he promised
to carry out last month after seiz-
Ing power 1n a bloodless coup.

There were conflicting reports
on the exact number of arrests, but
police and intelligence officials
said the nationwide raids brought
In as many as 450 people. An offi-
cial statement named 21 people
who were arrested.

Deposed Prime Minister
Nawaz Shanf and his brother,
Shahbaz Sharif, were among
those charged, though the fami-
ly reportedly repaid nearly $6 mil-
lion 1n loans by the Tuesday dead-
line.

The former prime minister,
who has been in army custody
since his Oct. 12 ouster, had ear-
lier been accused of treason and
hijacking. He was handed over to
police late Wednesday, and with-
in 24 hours was due in court to
be formally charged. If convict-
ed of either charge, he would face
the death penalty or life in pnison.

The charges stems from an
incident 1n which an aircraft
returning Musharraf to Pakistan
was refused permission to land in
Karachi on Oct. 12. The army
seized control of the country,
allowed the plane to land, and
took Shanf into custody.

On Wednesday, the army inter-
rupted television programming to
name some of those arrested,
including Manzoor Wattoo, a
former chief minister of Punjab;
Akhtar Rasool, former captain of
Pakistan’s national field hockey
team; retired Air Marshal Waqar
Azim; and Anwar Saifullah, a
leading politician and industnal-
1St. '
““They have committed crimes
against this nation, ' Interior
Minister Moinuddin Haider said
on state television. **We have to
be tough.™

The TV report also called
Bhutto a *‘proclaimed offender,
and said she was still wanted for
arrest on corruption charges.

Bhutto, who lives in Bntain,
earlier was found guilty of cor-
ruption and sentenced to five
years in jail. But she refused to
return to Pakistan, saying the tni-

Records of Hitler
master race project
opened for children

BERLIN (AP) — Records of
children born under a Naz1 pro-
ject to breed a German master
race will be opened to the chil-
dren now trying to track down
their roots, a spokesman from the
federal archives said Wednesday.

A television report said the
archives held files of some 1,000
children born from Adolf Hitler's
quest for a race of blond, blue-
eyed and tall Germans. The files
could help some 1dentify the par-
ents of those children who did not
meet the Nazi racist critenia and
were sent to orphanages, ARD
public television said.
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al had been unfair and she was
innocent. She has appealed her
conviction.

The television report also said
Bhutto's jailed husband, Asif
Al Zardan, faces new charges.

Wednesday's arrests followed
the enactment of a law, promul-
gated by President Rafiq Tarar,
barring politicians from holding
office for 21 years if they were
found guilty of corruption or of
defaulung on loans.

The law makes corruption a
crime punishable by up to 14
years in prison, whereas a cor-
ruption conviction previously
carried a maximum five-year
prison term and kept politicians
from office for seven years.

Banks, which were nationalized
and taken over by the government
in the 1970s, had been coerced

An unbelievable selection of tops and bottoms
from America’s favorite designer, the all-
American designer, Susan Bristol and
others Ong $285148 now 18.76-74.00

20-007

Murl uptothe-season casuals now reduced to
expand your options! This temific group is from a
California designer, a famous knit maker
and more Ong $28-$148 now 21.00-74.00

20-307
OFF

SPECIAL SIZES CASUAL
SPORTSWEAR

This money-saving selection is specially
proportioned for petites or Dillard's Woman
sizes. From America’s favorite designer

and more! Orig. $38$118, now 28.50-88.50

]

WORLD
Pakistan government arrests wealthy

into giving the loans to the pow-
erful regardless of whether they
could provide sufficient collater-
al, officials said.

Aside from increasing the pun-
ishments for corruption and loan
defaulting, the new law estab-
lishes special courts to conduct
trials within 30 days, and allows
for just one appeal.

The law also gives the army-
established National Account-

_ ability Bureau sweeping powers

of investigation and the authori-
ty to seek help from police and
intelligence agencies.

And 1t allows the state to con-
fiscate property owned by loan
defaulters, and bars anyone found
guilty of corruption from taking
out another loan for 10 years,
according to Pakistan’s state-run
NEws agency.

EWEST FALL

.
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MISSES ALL-AMERICAN
DESIGNER GASUAL TOPS

A special collection of fall-ready knit tops and
blouses to wear with jeans, pants, skirts and
more' Hurry in for your favorites,
now just $39 apiece!

Selected styles. Selection varies by store, size and percentage reduced. Previous markdowns may have been taken. All items
subject to prior sale. Specific items shown are representative of selection and may no longer be available.

Dillard’s welcomes your Dillard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or Diners Club card.
SHOP MONDAY-SATURDAY. 10A.M. TO 9 PM.;. SUNDAY, NOON TO 6 PM. » Midland Park Mall, 697-7911
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Let Us Help You Manage
Your Retilt)'ement Plan
Lump Sum Distribution.

Making the wrong decision can be costly. Call Now for 2 one on one
Consultation!

Brett Riley, Vice President, Investments (915) 684-1196
303 W. Wall Street Midland, Texas 79701

Banc of America
Investments, Inc.*™

Investments offered by Banc of America Investments, Inc™ are:

I * Not FDIC Insured * May Lose Value * No Bank Guarantee \

Banc of America Investments, Inc.*™ is a registered broker-dealer and member NASD.
Banc of Amenca Investments, Inc. 1s a registered broker-dealer and members NASD: 500 W. 7th St.. Fort Worth. TX 76102
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370 OFF

MISSES & SPECIAL
SIZES GAREER
GOLLECTIONS

Dress for success for less with this impressive
array of jackets, skirts, pants, knit tops and
blouses from America’s favorite designer, a
famous New York designer and others
Misses, petites and Dillard's Woman sizes
Ong. $40-$218, now 26.80-146.06.

More office-savvy styles for misses, petites and
Dillard’s Women from our exclusive career
fashion maker. Selected jackets, skirts,
now 28.5048.00

070 OFF

Build your wardrobe around these ever-
interchangeable staples' Save on blouses, knits,
pants and skirts for the ultimate in versatility
Orig. $20-$50, mow 15.00-37.50
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~ WEATHER

Saturday

Sunny Sunny
High 70s High 70s
Low 40s Low 40s

‘Today’s forecast calls for partly cloudy and breezy with a high in
the mid-70s. Wind is expected to be from the southwest to west at
15-25 mph and gusty.

Tonight is expected to be partly cloudy with lows in the lower 40s.

Friday through Monday is expected to be mostly sunny during the
days and fair at nights through the penod. Low s will be in the 40s.
Highs will be from the lower to mid-70s.

After an overnight low of 46, Wednesday's high reached 79, com-
pared to the record high for that date of 84 set in 1981. The record
low of 18 was set in 1959,

Yesterday's precipitation Yesterday’s temperatures
Rainfall Wednesday ....0.00in. High ................ 79
Rainfall Tuesday ...... BODM. IOW o owen s vamnmies 46
Total formonth ....... 0.00in. Normal high .......... 65
Total foryear ........ 7.6in. Normmallow ........... 38
Normal total

(yeartodate) . ... .. .. 14.12 in. Pollen count

Trees: Low Weeds: High
Grass: Absent Molds: Low

Dust: Moderate
Courtesy: John D. Bray, MD.

National forecast

Sunrise ... 7:20 a.m.
Sunset ... 5:48 p.m.

National weather
The AccuWeather® forecast for noon, Thursday, Nov. 18.

Bands separate high temperature rones for the day

United States temperatures

Hi Lo Prc Otik Grand Junchon 69 32 cdy
Akron, Ohwo 40 22 chr Grand Rapids 47 26 cdy
Albany N Y 39 28  ody Great Falls as 27 sn
Albuquerque 67 38 Cir Green Bay 48 21  cdy
Allentown Pa 43 28 clr Greensboro NC 54 25 chr
Anchorage 27 21 15 SN H.mmjgwﬂd 45 3 cdy
Asheville S7 31 chr Hartord 41 29 cir
Atlanta 58 34 ch Helena 50 26  ody
Atlantc Crty 45 27 Cir Honohulu a3 70 Ccir
Bammore 46 29 cir Inchanapoiis 48 29 cir
Baton Rouge 71 4 chr Jackson Miss 67 36 cir
Biliings 61 35 sn Jacksonville 64 40 cir
Bermingham 62 ke chr Juneau 42 39 36 cdy
Bismarck 58 25 sn Kansas Caty 75 42 cir
Boise 45 37 28 cdy Knoxwville 53 32 clr
Boston 41 33 cir Lake Charles 76 40 =
Buftalo 35 24 cdy Lansing 44 18 coy
Burtington V1 36 27 01 cdy Las Vegas 70 62 cay
Carnbou Maine 26 23 cdy Los Angeles 67 57 Cir
Casper 70 27 sn Louisville 449 30 cir
Charleston SC 58 36 45 clr Macon 61 30 03 clr
Charleston W Va 43 22 clr Madckson 4 26 cir
Chariotte N C 57 24 cle Medtord 52 43 10 cdy
Chaftanooga 58 33 clr Memphus 66 41 chr
Cheyenne 70 35 Cir Miami Beach 77 63 ooy
Chicago 49 29 cdy Mitwauxee 50 32 cir
Ciincinnat 45 24 cir Mpis-St Paul 53 34 cdy
Cleveland 41 33 cir Mobrle 68 39 cir
Colorado Spnngs 73 37 chr Montgomery 64 32 cir
Columbia S C 57 28 cir Nashwville 57 30 cir
Columbus Ga 63 42 Chr New Orleans 69 51 clr
Columbus Otwo 43 23 chr New York City 44 35 cdy
Concord N H 37 29 cdy Newark 44 34 cdy
Dayton 43 25 cir Norfolk, Va 48 40 chr
Daytona Beach 72 49 cay North Platte 71 23 clr
Denver 76 41 chr Oklahoma City 79 48 cir
Des Moines 61 38 cody Omaha 62 40 cdy
Detron 42 25 cdy Orlando 75 54 cdy
Duoluth 4H 26 cdy Philadeiphia 44 29 Che
Eugene 55 41 15 cdy Phoenix LS 62 cir
Evansville 53 26 chr Pittsburgh 40 32 cir
Farbanks 14 13 01 cdy Portland Ore 55 48 62 cdy
Fargo 50 4 cdy Prowdence 43 30 chr
Flagstaft 60 28 che Raped City 66 30 cir
Fhint 42 17 cdy Reno 49 36 cdy
Fresno 62 51 12 clr Richmond 51 29 cle

Texas weather

Thursday, Nov. 18
AccuWeather® forecast for daytime conditions, low/high temperatures
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Texas temperatures
Hi Lo Pcp Guadalupe Pass 71 47
Abiene 78 49 Harlingen 82 53
Alce 79 56 Hondo 78 45
Amanio 78 36 Houston Hobby 77 45
Arfington 80 53 Huntsville 77 50
Austin-Bergstrom A0 44 Junchon 77 39
Beaumont 75 45 Kings ville 81 58
Brownsville 80 57 Laredo 83 61
Childress . . B0 48 Longview 78 41
College Station 80 48 Lubbock 77 43
Conroe . . 77 41 L ufhain 77 39
Corpus Christi 79 52 Marta 73 34
Corsicana 80 54 McAlen 85 56
Dalhart 76 33 McKinney 80 a7
Dallas Love Field B0 56 Mineral Wells 82 51
Del Rio . 81 52 New Braunfels 80 46
Denton . a2 50 Palacos 78 51
DFW Airport 81 52 Pans 77 45
El Paso 7 37 Rockport M 57
Fort Stockion 82 51 San Angelo 79 45
Fort Worth Allance a1 58 San Amomo 77 49
m_ . 75 58 San Marcos 81 46
- 7 4B 52

(From 1A)

stars while growing up in rural
Midland County in the 1930s
and 1940s.

“We watched quite a number
falling stars,” said Martin
Meissner.

Fred Meissner said the Nov.
13, 1833, Leonid Meteor
Shower that was so brilliant
that people then “thought the
end of the world was coming
about.

“If the Earth went through
the tail of a comet, it would
generate all kinds of electrosta-
tic interference and create all
sorts of havoc,” said Fred
Meissner, a retired NASA test

Transplanted Texan is attacked on streets of New York

NEW YORK (AP) — After a
year in New York, transplanted
Texan Nicole Barrett was final-
ly starting to feel at home.

After struggling as a temp
worker, she landed a full-ume job.
She adjusted to the city’s pace and
its people, her roommate said.
And then, in a few brutal seconds,
she fell victim to a New York
nightmare.

Ms. Barrett was fighting for her
life Wednesday, one day after an
attacker bashed in her head with
an 8-inch brick in a random,
unprovoked attack as she waited
at a traffic light near Grand Cen-
tral Terminal.

**He just came out of the blue
and assaulted her,”” Police Com-
missioner Howard Safir said
Wednesday, while the vicum's
parents kept a grim vigil for their
critically injured daughter at
Bellevue Hospital.

Contributions sought for victim of multi-vehicle accident

By Rick McLaughlin

Staff Writer

ODESSA — A bank account
has been opened in Odessa for the
|8-year-old vicim of a multi-
vehicle accident Fniday night at
the intersection of 42nd Street and
Andrews Highway in Odessa.

Allen D. Hulsey of Odessa was
critically injured when his 1988
Jeep Wrangler was struck by a

engineer.
Scott Hod-
kinson,
Midland
High
School
astronomy
teacher and
soccer
coach, not-
ed that
“every little
speck of
rock that enters the atmosphere
will leave a streak as it falls
through the atmosphere.”
Scientists believe that comets
originate in the Oort clouds
light-years away and that Plu-

Hodkinson

The parents ammived at the Man-
hattan hospital from Dallas at
around noon, and met briefly with
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani.

‘*We're praying that she makes
it,”’ the mayor said.

Ms. Barrett, 27, underwent
emergency brain surgery follow-
ing the inexplicable attack at 3:10
p.m. on Tuesday. She was in crit-
ical condition Wednesday.

Ms. Barrett, on her last day of
work at the Taylor Grey temp
agency, was retumning to her
Madison Avenue office after get-
ting a haircut when her attacker
struck 1n front of several homified
witnesses, police said.

The assailant slammed the 6-
pound gray paving stone into the
back of Ms. Barrett’s head, mut-
tered something and fled west into
the crowd on 42nd Street, wit-
nesses said. Safir said the attack-
er may be a homeless man known

pickup dnven by Robert Eugene
Smith, 18, of Crane about 11 p.m.

Two Odessa officers were at
the intersection on an unrelated
matter when the pickup attempt-
ed to make a left tum and failed
to yield the nght-of-way to the
Jeep, according to Sgt. Bob For-
bus of the Odessa Police Depart-
ment.

The pickup struck the Jeep's
dniver’s door, and four other
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METEORS: Midlanders hope to see Leonid shower

to’s gravity
pulls them
into orbit
around the
sun and,
occasional-
ly, into
Earth's
yearly trek
around the
sun.

“I like to
watch them,” MHS senior

McKi Southemn, 17, said of the
shooting stars. “They are really
pretty. And the atmosphere
intrigues me. I've always been
interested it in.”" As a child, “I

to frequent the area around Grand
Central.

As Ms. Barrett collapsed in a
pool of blood, several bystanders
unsuccessfully tried to chase the
attacker.

The suspect was described by
police as a 5-foot-6 black man,
about 150 pounds with a medium
build, clean shaven and with
short haur.

The attack was the latest of sev-
eral random violent incidents
this year in the city.

In January, a Manhattan
woman was pushed to her death
in front of a subway train by a
released mental patient. Three
months later, a Bronx man lost
both his legs in a similar incident.
And in June, a 76-year-old
Brooklyn man was fatally
stabbed outside his home by a
mentally 1ll woman.

Ms. Barrett had come to New

vehicles, which were westbound
and waiting at the red light, were
struck by the pickup and the Jeep,
Forbus said.

Hulsey was taken to Medical
Center Hospital by ambulance
and 1s listed in critical condition
with head injunies and a broken
neck. The dnvers and passengers
of the other vehicles were not
injured.

Smith was charged with intox-

always did”™
make a
wish on a
falling star.
MHS
astronomy
student Jes-
sica Salga-
do, 17, said
that she was
setting her
alarm clock
early so that she could see the
swarm of shooting stars called
the Leonid Meteor Shower.
“It’s just exciting to me,"
she said. “I like the stars and
learning about the universe.”

York from Dallas a year ago,
accompanying a friend who had
landed a job in the city. The
friend, Stacy McGlaun, said they
had only recently felt their move
was the nght one.

*“The ironic thing 1s we were
just starting to feel comfortable
here,”’ Ms. McGlaun said. **We
were just starting to think New
York wasn't as bad as people
think."’

The pair took an apartment in
the quiet Maspeth section of
Queens, with Ms. Barrett com-
muting each day to her temp job
in Manhattan. She had just land-
ed a full-time position as an office
manager in Queens.

Police have asked anyone with

information about the attacker to
call 1-800-577-TIPS.

ication assault and taken to Ector
County Detention Center. He
was released Saturday on $2,500
bond.

The accident is still under
investigation.

Contributions to the expense
account fund can be made at
Western National Bank in Odessa
to be deposited to the “Lisa
Hulsey for Alan Hulsey™ account.

Remains of WWIl and Vietnam servicemen recovered, returned to families

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
remains of 15 U.S. servicemen
missing from World War Il and
the Vietnam War have been i1den-
tified and are being returned to
their families for bunal, the Pen-
tagon said Wednesday.

Members of the World War Il
crew were identified as Lt. Mau-
rice S. Smith of Lodi, Calif.;
Ensign Edward W. Riepl of
Hemdon, Kan.; Petty Officers 1st

Class Clifford M. Pindell of
Washington, D.C., James W.
Pearson of Alliance, Neb., and
William H. Osbome of Mar-
tinsville, Va.; and Petty Officers
2nd Class William R. Pipes of
Chickasha, Okla., Merlin J. Rich
of Wheeler Township, Mich., and
Vemon H. Stolz of Saginaw,
Mich.

The U.S. Army Central Iden-
tificaion Laboratory in Hawai

recovered the remains of the
men 1n 1994 after the U.S.
Embassy in Papua New Guinea
reported relic hunters had dis-
covered the crash site of an
American aircraft on Espiritu
Santo, now part of the Republic
of Vanuatu.

In a separate statement
Wednesday, the Pentagon said the
seven newly identified from Viet-
nam are Air Force Maj. Thomas

POLICE REPORTS

Midland County SherifT’s Office

Wednesday

Assault: An assault was reported at 12:06 a.m.

Theft: Theft of cutting torch equipment was

on North County Road 1128 by a 14-year-old juve-

nile who said that a male acquaintance of his moth-

er assaulted her.

Traffic accident: A traffic accident with injunes

reported at 7201 E. County Road 120 at 11:45 a.m.

Anyone having information concerning any of

these reports should contact the Midland Police
Department at 685-7108 or Crime Stoppers at 694-

TIPS.

occurred at 7:59 a.m. at West County Road 111S

and County Road 1196.

TLR: Group wants juries to have more information

(From 1A)

(changing) laws,” said Weekley.

But, he said, junies have start-
ed to take a more conservative
approach in their decisions and
payouts have been shnnking.

Where a majonty of cases
before 1994 were won by plain-
tiffs, 65 percent of those decisions
are now decided in favor of the
defense.

“We all know a corporation or
two that's done something
wrong. Does that mean all cor-

porations need to be punished?
We believe the law needs to have
balance and faimess.”

The next goal of the TLR 1s to
increase the amount of informa-
tion available to junes in a law-
suit. If a plaintiff has $50,000 in
legal bills and insurance has
already paid that, then the jury
should know that, said Weekley,
but they re never told that. This
Is one reason why jury awards
can be so high, he said.

TLR 1s also trying to pass the
Offer Settlement Law. For exam-

ple, a plaintiff has expernienced
$5,000 in property damage and
sues the defendant for $5 million.
If the defendant then offers a set-
tilement of $5,000 but the plain-
uff rejects it, then the plaintiff
would be responsible for all
defense legal bills throughout the
tnal, regardless of the jury’s
final decision, he said.

For more information call
TLR at (713) 963-9363.

MEDIA: Many children watch TV and read, study shows

(From 1A)

dren 8 and older, 61 percent said
they watch what they want,
when they want.

Altman contends that the
media saturation of childhood
merits special attention.

““The question is how these
kids will relate to nature and to
real human relationships,”” he
said. ‘“What happens when they

dnive to a mountaintop and take
in a spectacular view: Will they
get it, or will it not move fast
enough for them?"”

The study also found that:

B Children from poor, single-
parent, black or Hispanic fami-
lies are more likely to be heavy
television watchers.

B Children who watch a lot of
television also spend more time

reading on average than children
who watch less television.

B Four out of five children will
read or be read to in a typical day,
not counting school or home-
work, but they still spend five
times as much time in front of a
television or computer screen as
they do reading. And the older
they get, the less they read.

BOARD: Oekerman hopes second vote will be different

(From 1A)

come by placing the item at the
top of the Nov. 30 agenda. Addi-
tionally, Baressi said that Chief
Appraiser Ron Stegall is planning
to attend the meeting and the bal-
lots will be handed directly to
him.

Of course, the fact that Lara
has asked to place the item on the
agenda is not a guarantee that the
outcome will be any different.
The motion to take another vote
could die without a second or the
board could choose to vote the
same as the previous meeting.

If that does occur, the county
and the Greenwood school dis-

trict may view it as a direct
affront.

“I would think 1t was a slap in
the face,” said Morrow, who
plans to attend the meeting.

Board President Becky Oek-
erman is hopeful that the vote will
have different results, however.

“I think it is a wise decision to

Pick 3 Texas

AUSTIN (AP) — The Pick

3 winning numbers drawn
Wednesday by the Texas
Lottery, in order:

0-2-6

revisit the issue,” said Ms. Oek-
erman. “‘l think the members have
had time to reconsider their
actions and the ramifications of
their actions. They might want to
revisit the issue in an attempt to
ensure that all involved parties

have representation (on the
appraisal board).”

LottoTexas

AUSTIN (AP) — The Lot-
to Texas winning numbers
drawn Wednesday by the
Texas Lottery, in order:

36-15-35-50-1-16

H. Amos of Springfield, Mo., Air
Force Capt. Mason I. Bumham of
Portland, Ore., and Army Sgt. 1st
Class William S. Stinson of
Georgiana, Ala., as well as four
whose names were withheld at the
families’ request.
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ABOARD THE ARIA (AP)
— Two thousand years ago, the
Bible says, three wise men fol-
lowed a shooting star that rose in
the east and led them across the
desert to a manger in Bethlehem.

Now, 60 astronomers are wait-
ing for a similarly awesome
celestial sign. Packed inside a
pair of U.S. jets, they hope to
Chase thousands of shooting stars
per hour streaking across the
Holy Land and North Africa on
Thursday, the peak of the annu-
al Leonids meteor shower.

Ironically, the scientists were
able to see little through the air-
crafts’ windows during a pre-
liminary flight Wednesday —
they were so heavily scratched
that looking through them was
virtually useless.

Instead, the scientists remained
glued to TV monitors flashing
different views of the meteor
storm as the jets sped from Eng-
land to Israel cloaked in darkness.

The high-definition TV cam-
eras produced such crisp, near 3-
D 1mages that the tops of clouds
appeared spiked like a forest
rather than flat and puffy. Distant
Jupiter looked like a fat, lumi-
nescent pearl against the black
velvet of space, and globs of star
constellations glittered like
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gaudy costume jewelry.

To count the meteors streaking
past, one team from California
wore custom goggles that project
the image of the night sky on tiny
screens in front of their eyes like
a virtual reality game. Every me
a meteor streaks into view, an
astronomer clicks a computer
mouse and another Leonid 1s
recorded.

They also judged each mete-
or’'s brilliance. At 3 a.m. off the
coast of Greece, team members
whooped and hollered when an
exceptionally bright meteor left
a persistent glowing train across
the constellation Endanus.

It was one of several streaks of
light and fireballs that
researchers recorded by time
and astronomical location
Wednesday on a blizzard of
post-it notes stuck to the aircraft’s
walls.

On Thursday, scientists will
use a variety of instruments to
measure the Leonids’ vigor, from
the speed of incoming particles
to whether they carry organic
compounds.

Although the Leonids occur
every November after Earth
sweeps through the orbit of
Comet Tempel-Tuttle,
astronomers are predicting a
spectacular ‘‘storm’” on Thurs-
day of as many as thousands per

hour. That's because Earth is pass

ing through the comet’s rcfn:shcd
wake soon after it looped around
the sun dunng its 33-year orbit.
And because of Jupiter’s gravita-
tuonal tug, the comet may not
swing quite so near Earth’s path

again for a century.
On Wednesday, scientists
counted dozens of Leonids a full

day before the anticipated peak,
suggesting that Thursday might
bring a meteor storm of an inten-
sity that millennia ago made peo-
ple cower in fear that the world
was ending.

““The peak storm will be a sep-
arate spike in this broad curve of
increased activity a little more
than halfway through this second
night of observations,’’ said
meteor expert Peter Jenniskens of
the SETI Institute and NASA's
Ames Research Center.

The aircraft being used for the
mission contain a variety of
instruments and cameras to study
the meteors. The FISTA, an
NKC-135 aircraft, has been mod-
ified with 20 upward-facing
viewing ports. The ARIA, an EC-
18 airplane, has telemetry equip-
ment that allow researchers to
send images and data regarding
comet counts to labs around the
world.

Research objectives for the
mission include many measure-

Hurricane Lenny bears down on U.S. Virgin Islands

CHRISTIANSTED, U.S. Virgin
Islands (AP) — Hurricane Lenny’s
winds climbed to 150 mph
Wednesday after its leading gusts
and rains npped off roofs, hurled
boats onto shore and flooded
homes in Canbbean islands as it
roared toward the Virgin Islands.

St. Croix and the Virgin Islands
were expected to bear the brunt of
the storm'’s fury. Officials wamed
that the storm could spawn tomna-
does and drench the islands with up
to 15 inches of rain.

““My yard is completely flood-
ed out, the telephone lines are
whistling and the rain 1s beating
against the house,”’ said Anthony
Lewis of Frederiksted, St. Croix’s
second-largest town. He said he
spent the moming bailing water out
of his house.

Hundreds of tournists in the
region were stranded as airlines
canceled flights and airports closed.

Feeding off the warm Canbbean
waters, Lenny's winds strengthened
to 150 mph Wednesday, making it
a Category 4 hurricane capable of
extreme damage. That 1s 5 mph
short of a Category 5 — the high-
esL

The storm was about 35 miles
southeast of St. Croix late Wednes-
day afternoon, heading northeast at
9 mph. Humcane winds extended
70 miles from its center and trop-
ical storm-force winds another
205 mules.

Lenny's lateness in the season
and easterly path left even expen-
enced observers agape. “‘It’s
unheard of,"”’ said veteran meteo-
rologist John Toohey on San Juan's
WOSO-AM radio. ““This 1s a
once-in-a-lifeume event.”’

The storm’s first winds cut pow-
er and telephone service to many
St. Croix homes. It npped up trees
and debns that blocked roads,
kicked up dangerous waves that
battered the shore and camed a
steady rain that flooded extensive
areas hours before the main impact
was expected.

**All through the night the police
were busy helping evacuate a
number of individuals who sought
assistance after their mobile homes
and homes in low-lying areas
became threatened by flood
waters,’” said police chief Novell
Francis.

Battering waves smashed over
the 8-foot sea wall at Fredenksted,
tore away the wooden fishermen 's
pier and a small part of the concrete
Ann Abramson Pier where cruise

v

iﬂ;

o T e

ships dock.

A curious tourist who went out
to expernience the force of the storm
was trapped by battering waves and
clung to a rock outside a beach
resort for more than an hour before
divers rescued him, authontes
said.

A half dozen people suffered
fractures and other injuries when
they were hit by waves on St. Kitts’
concrete pier. Storm surges in
Grenada swept away four houses,
washed away asphalt roads, dam-
aged runway lights at the airport
and flooded roads and the business
distnict.

U.S. Virgin Islands Gov. Charles
Tumbull declared a state of emer-
gency Tuesday night, installed a
curfew to prevent looting and
deployed the National Guard. He
also asked President Clinton to

Gert’s

Antiques

307 Dodson St.
687 -266

declare St. Croix a disaster area,
makang it eligible for federal emer-
gency

In San Juan the Puerto Rican
capital, a few motorists sped down
highways usually choked with
traffic and tooted their homs in
delight after the storm passed.
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ments never before taken in air-
bome astronomy, including real-
time meteor counts and produc-
ing stereoscopic images of the
meteors using high-definition
television cameras.

Such a stereoscopic view,
obtained when instruments on
both aircraft image a meteor, will
provide the first-ever three-
dimensional model of meteor tra-

jectories.

Over Corsica and Italy early
Wednesday, scientists in both air-
craft simultaneously took
unprecedented readings of the
same faint meteors sputtering
nearly 100 miles high in the
atmosphere.

“Our guess is that very
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volatile matenals were boiling
off, or it was losing heavy met-
als,”” Jenniskens said.

““That was a real thnll,"’ said
Jane Houston of the California
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Airborne astronomers await celestial meteor storm

Meteor Society, who practiced
for a month pnor to the mission
by watchmg videos of last year's
Leomds. ° Wc don’t ever want to
take a break.”’
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Investigators focus on relief co-pilot’s words before plunge

and had brother-in-law Essam Dahi said.
Dahi said el-Batouty was ‘‘a
man of experience, honor and,

WASHINGTON (AP) — A
relief co-pilot alone in the
EgyptAir cockpit said ‘I made
my decision now; | put my faith
in God’s hands’’ just before the
jetliner began its fatal plunge, offi-
cials close to the investigation said
Wednesday. Moments after the
plane began to dive, the pilot
tcmmed to struggle — futilely —

to pull out.

As Egyptian officials won time
to send their own experts to
review the cockpit voice recorder
tape, a federal law enforcement
official and other sources close to
the investigation described the
evidence on Wednesday that led
the United States to the verge of
putting the FBI in charge of the
inquiry as a potential criminal
matter.

The current theory of the fate
of EgyptAir 990, the Boeing 767
that plunged into the Atlantic
Ocean off Massachusetts killing
217 people, is both tentative and
incomplete, the law enforcement
official stressed. Further elec-
tronic enhancement of the tape
recording and input from the
Egyptian experts could alter the
sketchy understanding of what
went on.

With no sign of any mechani-
cal malfunction or explosion,
investigators have been drawn to
actions of the crew as captured on
the cockpit voice recorder and
synchronized with the plane’s
movements preserved in the flight
data recorder.

The law enforcement official,
commenting only on condition of
anonymity, and other sources
close to the case gave this account
what those recorders show:

Relief co-pilot Capt. Gameel el-
Batouty, scheduled to take over
much later in the 11-hour New
York-to-Cairo flight, enters the
cockpit and asks to fly. His
request 1s accepted.

The cockpit door is opened lat-
er, after which there is no con-
versation, leading investigators to
conclude el-Batouty i1s alone.

He says in Arabic: *‘| made my
decision now. | put my faith in
God’s hands.™

Shortly thereafter, the autopi-
lot 1s tumed oftf and the jet
begins to descend steeply from
33.000 feet.

The r.:o-ckpil door opens again.
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Investigators believe the pilot,
Capt. Ahmed Mahmoud el-
Habashy, has returned because he
1s heard to ask what's going on.
They believe he tries to regain
control because he is heard to say,
““Pull with me. Help me. Pull with
me."’ There is no sound of strug-
gle, but some investigators
believe that phrase is said in an
argumentative tone.

The National Transportatioi
Safety Board reported Wednesday
that 35 seconds after the autopi-
lot was turned off at 33,000 feet
there was an unusual split 1n the
plane’s elevators: The pilot’s
side elevator moved up, which
would push the nose up, but the
co-pilot’s side elevator was in the
nose-down position. These flaps
on either side of the tail usually
move up or down in unison to
lower or raise the plane’s nose.

Boeing has told investigators
crew members must apply 50
pounds of pressure in opposite
directions on the pilot's and co-
pilot’s control yokes to achieve
this split outcome. Investigators
surmise this may be evidence of
a struggle between two crew
members over how to respond to
the steep dive.

Also 35 seconds after the
autopilot was turned off, the jet’s
two engines were turned off, the
NTSB said Wednesday. And, in
the last few seconds of flight data,
the aircraft’s speed brake was
deployed. The plane then regains
some altitude, stalls and drops nto
the sea 50 seconds after the
autopilot was turned off.

In Egypt, relatives angrily
rejected any notion el-Batouty
planned to commit suicide,
described him as a loving father
of five and denied the family had
financial problems. Family mem-
bers said el-Batouty had just
bought two automobile tires in the
United States for his son’s car and
they believed the tires were on
Flight 990.

Married for 27 years, el-
Batouty joined EgyptAir in 1987
after training pilots at Egypt's
Civil Aviation Authonty and the
air force. The 59-year-old aviator
had more than 5,000 flight hours
in a Boeing 767 and was to have
retired in March.

His 10-year-old daughter, Aya,
suffers from the immune disorder
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most importantly, faith.”” He was  thing relauves referred to amud
Muslim, and it is strictly against suggestions el-Batouty might be
his faith to commit suicide, some- responsible for the crash.

lupus erythematosis,
been treated in the United States.
“*She was everything to him,”" his

ming Room

Find the dining room that
suits your style at Carter’s!

$23 9995 Table & 6 chairs

A. This nostalgic dining room includes an oval double
pedestal table with a 44" x 72" 1op, two 15” leaves, four
side chars and two arm chairs. China *1499°*

3235995 Table & 6 chairs

B. Rendered in Pine solids and Pine veneers this rustic
dining group offers, a rectangular table with a 44”X68”

top, two 18" leaves, four side chairs and two arms. Open
China *1 119"

$232995 Table & 6 chairs

C. The essence of ageless European traditional styling is

aptured in this group which includes a double pmghl table
wllh a 44" x68" top, two leaves, four side chairs and two arm
chairs. China *1789"*

%2499 Table & 6 chairs

D. Broyhill’s Maison Lencir dining group consists of a double

pedestal table with a 42"x64" top, two 18” leaves, four
E}-olslerad back side chairs and two upholstered back arm

. China *1669**

78 ??Jmh.ﬂ o s 682-2843
s I:’“WTY E Avahble

o | - - s LY -*'
SAVE FROM 20% TO 30%)!
Give your family the greatest gift of all this
holiday season with beautiful new Queen
Carpet made with Anso® Brand Nylon. Select
from a wide array of distinctive patterns,
fashionable styles, designer colors, and
iNtriguing textures-all designed to enhance and

beautify your home for the holidays... And for

years to come.

pSubject o reet approvel, no hnonce charges wil be incured o *NO PAYMENT DEFERRED INTEREST UNTIL 2001

hpronﬂmdmnh} |::n:r11 Ec:gmmmu'nnmfhly

promohonal #nend.uemh'mry Q(B:)’Nomummum
nmi'blypaynmmﬂbemm-mdmhpfmadmnﬁdunng
the promohonal period; thereofter, these minimum monthly
payments will be required on this account. If any minimum monthly
payment due on your account is not paid each month when due or
the promotional amount is not poid in full by the due dote, finance
charges will be assessed on the amount from the
transachon date (or, clmr‘gim Frmi\eposhngduhlvurdie
APR=22 98% as ot 9/15/ except in PR where the hxed

APR=22 48% Minimum hnance chorge of $1 .00 (none in ]A
credkt service of GE Capital Consumer Card Co, Mason, "Ohio

Southwest Floors

1113 Andrews Highway ¢ 689-9312

- i g v .

MIDLAND REPOI

Bradl

WASHINGTO
against a daily ass
Bill Bradley stoo
eliminate Medicai

vice president We
ing poliucs with
that stigmatizes
minontes. “He's
said.

In sober lﬂl‘IES
ketball star desc
denuial race as ““th
and issued his sh
detailed defense ¢
health care plan.

Bradley, in an
The Associated |
corporate tax loog
closing — “Ther
there,” he noted —
clans must start
each year “like an
program.”

He also said he
betung “because |
letes should be rot
Bradley, who repr
sey and its Atlan
during 18 years
declined to con
bling.

“I buy a lottery
and then,” he chu

His reading g
low on his nose,
ed to Gore's escal:
Latinos, blacks ar
would be devastal
Medicaid.

“He’s wrong.
something that
improved,” said
would give low-1n
subsidies to buy |
in the pnvate ma
Federal Employe:
fits Program.

This week alon
interview on Sj

radio, conducted

Teacher

BIRMINGHAN
Birmingham teact
day stnke and n
classrooms Wedr
school board resc
pay raise for the s

Supernintendent J
who will cont
$151,000 a year
expenses — prorn
uon.

About 1,300 «
2,100 teachers ar
39,000 students
while teachers pi
and Tuesday a
approved Brown '

NOR}

OB

BC/B
CHAMI
HMO B

BLUE Ck

ACCE
PROMEF

Ap

Se

Taste Challenge B
since 1911. Chu
Unsalted Burter

America Foundar

CTSELWEER - Lo e
copel S p
predeet ot
e ey P
_'_Hh




WASHINGTON (AP) — Up
against a daily assault by Al Gore,
Bill Bradley stood by his plan to
eliminate Medicaid and accused the
vice president Wednesday of play-
ing politics with a broken system
that sugmatizes the poor and
minonues. “He’'s wrong,” Bradley
said.

In sober tuncs the former bas-
ketball star descnbed his presi-
denual race as “the ulumate game”
and 1ssued his sharpest and most
detailed defense of his $65 billion
health care plan.

Bradley, in an interview with
The Associated Press, also eyed
corporate tax loopholes as rnipe for
closing — ““There are quite a lot
there,” he noted — and said politi-
cians must start evaluating them
each year “like any other spending
program.”

He also said he opposes sports
betung “because I don’t think ath-
letes should be roulette chips.” But
Bradley, who represented New Jer-
sey and its Atlantic City casinos
during I8 years in the Senate,
declined to condemn all gam-
bling.

“I buy a lottery ticket every now
and then,” he chuckled.

His reading glasses propped
low on his nose, Bradley respond-
ed to Gore’s escalating charges that
Latinos, blacks and AIDS patients
would be devastated by the loss of
Medicaid.

“He's wrong. He’s defending
something that needs to be
improved,” said Bradley, who
would give low-income Americans
subsidies to buy health insurance
in the pnvate market or from the
Federal Employees Health Bene-
fits Program.

This week alone, Gore gave an
interview on Spanish-language
radio, conducted an Internet chat
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with women and placed ads on
black radio atauﬂns to spread the
word that minonties and other
groups who disproportionately rely
on Medicaid might not be able to
buy insurance with the capped
amount of subsidy in Bradley’s
plan.

“What you're seeing is con-
stituency politics on the other
side,” Bradley said.

“l mean you know, just go
down this group, that group, that
group, that group — try to get that
group against this group and this
group against that — not looking
at the whole. And the whole 1s that
people would be better off if those
who were uninsured had a chance
to be a part of the federal system.”

Bradley spoke to AP reporters
and editors from his aides’ typed
page of “talking points,” on which
he had jammed the margins with
his own tight scrawl. He reeled oftf
policy minutiae with mastery.

“Medicaid stigmatizes and says,
if you're poor, you just got that
You can’t join this other system.
You've got to have this separate
thing,” Bradley said. Medicaid
covers a small fraction of the poor
and patients often don’t have pn-
mary care physicians, but are
forced to rely on hospital emer-
gency rooms, he noted.

Bradley suggested that his nval's
critique hurt most because 1t den-
igrated Bradley’s deep and long-
standing commitment” to helping
minornties and the poor.

“It’s sad that (Gore) would not
respect that,” Bradley said.

In reply, Gore spokesman Chnis
Lehane ticked down a list: minon-
ties, the poor, the disabled, senior
citizens and those who are HIV-
positive.

“Each one of those groups
would be disproportionately

impacted and left out in the cold if
Senator Bradley's health care plan
was ever enacted,” Lehane said.

Before racing to Atlanta’s pre-
dominantly black Morehouse Med-
ical School for a discussion of his
health and poverty initiatives,
Bradley also made these points:

B His use of corporate jets is
“completely legal, acceptable and
fully " and not incompat-
ible with his call to eliminate the
political influence of big-money
special interests.

B He gave a tentative thumbs-
up to the Clinton administration's
deal to support China’'s member-
ship in the World Trade Organi-
zation, despite fierce opposition
from organized labor. “From what
[ read in the newspaper, it sounds
like something | would support.”

B He “‘stays in touch” with the
Teamsters and United Auto Work-
ers, two unions who opted out of
the AFL-CIO’s endorsement of
Gore last month, to “encourage
them to remain neutral” in the
Democratic primaries.

B Defense spending should be
restructured, rather than increased,
to get nd of Cold War relics, such
as heavy tanks.

B After years of playing down
his basketball feats, Bradley
recruited fellow NBA stars for a
$1.5 million campaign fund-raiser
last weekend because, “When
you're in the ulumate game, the
ulumate competition, you want
your friends with you.”

B Asked about potential Reform
Party candidate Donald Trump
and his cntucism of Bradley’s
record on tax reform, Bradley said
the casino magnate’s “animus”
might be motivated by the pair’s
differences on legalized sports
betting.

At the prospect of debating

Teachers end strike after boss’ raise rescinded

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) —
Birmingham teachers ended a two-
day stnke and returned to their
classrooms Wednesday after the
school board rescinded a $30,000
pay raise for the supenntendent.

Supenntendent Johnny Brown —
who will continue receiving
$151,000 a year in salary and
expenses — promised no retalia-
ton.

About 1,300 of the distnct's
2,100 teachers and 30,000 of 1ts
39,000 students mussed classes
while teachers picketed Monday
and Tuesday after the board
approved Brown's 20 percent raise

and raises of up to $20,000 for some
top aides.

The teachers and other school
employees received raises of only
| percent to 1.5 percent. The state’s
average teacher salary is $35,800,
compared to $38,000 nationally,
according to the Alabama Educa-
ton Association.

The walkout was the first large
teacher stnike since 1979 in Alaba-
ma, where educators lack collective
bargaining nghts. A state attorney
general’'s opinion 1n 1958 declared
teacher stnkes illegal.

No legal action was taken against
the stnkers, but Ethel Hall, vice
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president of the State Board of Edu-
cation, said the state might have
intervened had the stnke lasted
much longer.

“If we felt the children had been
out so long they couldn’t prepare
for the SAT, they would have been
violating laws put in by the Legis-
lature,” Hall said.
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Trump dunng next year's general
election, Bradley folded his hands
as if in prayer and aimed a smiling
glance skyward.
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Sports complex
board has hit

ground running

he 4b Corporation formed to oversee

I operation of the Midland Sports Com-
plex held its first meeting Tuesday

moming and from all indications, the cor-

poration’s board hit the ground running.
That’s good. This sports complex 1s no

small element in the plans for Midland’s

future, and it is clear that the individuals

appointed to the board of directors are giv-

ing that facility ample attention.
At the Tuesday

meeting, Mayor

Bobby Burns was S

elected president of hortly after

the board, Midland Midland voters

City Councilman approved a one-

Berry Simpson was

elected vice presi- quarter cent

dent, and 16 ex- increase in the
city sales tax to

officio officers
were elected to the fund

board.
fllfhm 16indi. construction of
the sports

viduals, who

include representa- complex, Mayor
tives of the City of

Midland, the board DUrNS noted

of Midland Inde-  that the facility
pendent School will be “a great
Lisrict, focal responsibility

schools™ athletic
departments, the for the board

general manager of and a great
the Midland Rock- opportunity for

Hounds, local ’
chamber of com- Midland.

merce officials,
representatives of
sports associations, restaurant and hotel
associations, and private citizens, will
“bring expertise and guidance” to the oper-
ation of the sports complex, according to
Bumns.

Getting Midlanders from a wide spectrum
involved in the guidance and operation of the
facility i1s important so that the interests of
numerous Midlanders will be represented 1n
the activities that occur there.

Shortly after Midland voters approved a
one-quarter cent increase in the city sales
tax to fund construction of the sports com-
plex, Burns noted that the facility will be “a
great responsibility for the board and a
great opportunity for Midland.” The con-
cept for such a sports complex was viewed
that way 1n the Vision 2000 discussions
held earlier this year.

Now it i1s clear that thousands of Midlan-
ders agree that the Midland Sports Complex
can play a major role in the city’s future. It
truly represents a great opportunity for
Midland and all of this area!

ToDAY IN HISTORY

Today 1s Thursday, Nov. 18, the 322nd day of 1999.
There are 43 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On Nov. 18, 1949, Jackie Robinson of the Brooklyn
Dodgers was named the National League’s Most Valu-
able Player.

On this date:

In 1820, U.S. Navy Capt. Nathaniel B. Palmer dis-
covered the frozen continent of Antarctica.

In 1883, the United States and Canada adopted a sys-
tem of Standard Time zones.

In 1886, the 21st president of the United States,
Chester A. Arthur, died in New York at age 56.

In 1899, music conductor Eugene Ormandy was bom
in Budapest, Hungary.

In 1928, the first successful sound-synchronized ani-
mated cartoon, Walt Disney's “Steamboat Willie,” star-
ring Mickey Mouse, premiered in New York.

In 1936, Germany and Italy recognized the Spanish
government of Francisco Franco.

In 1959, “Ben-Hur,” the Biblical-era movie specta-
cle starming Charlton Heston, had its world premiere in
New York.

In 1969, financier-diplomat Joseph P. Kennedy died
in Hyannis Port, Mass., at age 81.

In 1978, California Congressman Leo J. Ryan and four
other people were killed in Jonestown, Guyana, by mem-
bers of the Peoples Temple; the killings were followed
by a night of mass murder and suicide among 912 cult
members.

In 1987, the congressional Iran-Contra committees
issued their final report, saying President Reagan bore
“ultimate responsibility” for wrongdoing by his aides.

Ten years ago: Longshoreman Buck Helm died at a
hospital in Oakland, almost a month after he was pulled
from a section of the Nimitz Freeway flattened by the
northern California earthquake.

Five years ago: Fifteen people were killed and more
than 150 wounded when Palestinian police opened fire
on rioting worshippers outside a mosque in the Gaza

.

-

»

GEORGE WILL

Gore’s eco-pessimism ideas aren’t accurate

ASHINGTON—Refermnng to “Earth in
the Balance,” his 1992 compendium of
environmental alarms, Al Gore recent-
ly said, “There’s not a statement in that book that
I don’t endorse. Not one. The evidence has firmed
up the positions | sketched there.” Positions such
as:

“The climate changes that
we are now bringing about by
modifying the global atmos-
phere are likely to dwarf com-
pletely the ones that caused the
great subsistence crisis of
1816-19, for example, or those
that set the stage for the Black
Death,” and “are likely to be
five times larger than the
fluctuations that produced the
Little Ice Age, for example, or
the global climate change that
led to the Great Famine of
1315-17."

Gore's eco-pessimism helped produce the 1997
Kyoto Protocol, which assigns to nations vastly
different duties to reduce carbon emissions
responsible for global warming. America’s duty
under this agreement (which the Senate is not about
to ratify) would be to reduce carbon use by 550
million tons per year in 2010. That might mean
reducing by 40 percent the use of coal and oil.

Before policy-makers undertake trillions of dol-
lars in abatement costs, they should consider evi-
dence that does not “firm up” Gore’s thesis. Con-
sider a booklet published by American Enterprise
Institute, “The Greening of Global Warming™~ by
Robert Mendelsohn of the Yale School of Forestry
and Environmental Studies.

LETTERS

Students lead protest over
freedom of prayer, religion

Inspiration, initiated by the Fifth Court of Civil
Appeals decision to ban prayer from sporting
events, was shown when the young people across the
Permian Basin and elsewhere found such demal of
personal freedom unacceptable. Most young people

He says that in the last decade our understand-
ing of climate-change impacts has undergone a
“near revolution” because the natural science and
economic analysis underlying predictions have
“altered dramatically.” Science foresees milder cli-
mate scenanos. Ecologists are shifting from pre-
dictions of “ecosystem collapse” to long-term pre-
dictions that include benefits:

“These changes are so dramatic that it is not clear
whether the net economic effects from climate
change over the next century will be harmful or
helpful. The new research further suggests that ...
many countries will benefit from warming—the
very countnes, ironically, that have contributed the
most to historic emissions.”

The predicted (by the EPA) doubling of green-
house gases was projected to produce temperature
increases between 3 and 6 degrees Celsius. Sea lev-
els would nse one meter, many tree species would
disappear (e.g., maples would die off in southern
New England), and all animal species, and espe-
cially endangered ones, would be stressed. Sharp
reductions of precipitation during growing seasons
would be one reason why many crops would suf-
fer 30 percent to 40 percent reductions in yields.
Beneficiaries of warming would be pests that
would ravage crops and trees, and diseases bomn
by insects. Timber scarcities, increased water pol-
lution due to insufficient dilution by runoffs, huge
costs for sea walls and for energy for cooling—
the litany of woes was long.

Now improved analysis—of the interaction of
oceans and atmosphere, of the cooling effect of
sulfates found in the atmospheres of Northemn
industnial countries, and much else—supports the
conclusion that warming will be only 1 to 3.5
degrees Celsius. Precipitation will increase, as will

HERE'S MY PLAN:
WE DIGIN HERE

AND HOPE. THAT HES
LOST THE KEYS TO
THE. STEAMROLLER.

have formed a common bond as they lead the adults Houston for this tournament.

by kneeling in reverence to their God pnor to the start-
ing of sporting events. The sincenty and dedication
1s so infectious that large crowds bow their heads in

humble silence.

Could 1t be that the appeals court, through reverse
psychology, made us all aware of how precious our

will shop in the mall between

spiritual freedom needs defending in this sober fash- in Midland.

ion? The scriptures state we shall be led by children.
I believe Henry Bonilla and other congressman have
been inspired by the young peoples’ peaceful
protest to introduce a hearing by the Supreme Court

on this senous concem.

The future 1s in good hands when our young peo-
ple build a spintual foundation for their values to
mature upon. We salute this quality of leadership

Tiny & Mimi Earp V-0
Crane

Thank you to wonderful

woman for return of wallet

There are such good people in Midland.

Last Fnday afternoon I lost my bilifold. It had sev-
eral hundred dollars, about 10 credit cards, and pre-
cious pictures of deceased loved ones and of my

grandchildren.

A wonderful lady, Barbara Tumbow, returned my
billfold to me with everything in it. She even took
it to her husband’s fire station because they live in
the country and she felt I could find this fire station
easier than I could find County Road 148. She was

right! What a thoughtful thing to do.

| thank God that there are such good people as Bar-

bara Tumbow in this world.

Believe it or not, this is the second time 1n three
months that I have lost this same billfold and it has

been returned to me 1ntact.

they have no lights.

My son started on a skateboard and in-line skates.
At the age of 10 he joined the in-line hockey team in

Midland. He played for years, but with no

place to play it became quite a hassle. He now plays land.
ice hockey for Midland High and is on the travel team.
We also have a team at Lee High. They all travel to
Odessa three to four times per week for practice and
in addition have to travel for one to two games per

week.

Gene Hawley skaters.

Fort Worth

Ice hockey players, skaters
ignored by city, newspaper

On the weekend of Nov. 20, there will be an Ice
Hockey Tournament at Music City Mall Ice in Odessa.
We have a travel team from Midland, the Jackalope
Jrs., and a travel team from Odessa, the Pole Cats.
Teams will travel from San Antonio, Amanllo and

Each team consists of 15 players, two goalies and
two coaches. The teams and their families will stay
in Odessa motels and eat in Odessa restaurants. They
games. As usual, no men-
tion of this will be found in the Midland Reporter-
Telegram, even though most of the kids involved live

It is a shame that young men who skate are looked
down on. The skateboarders, in-line skaters, in-line
hockey skaters and the ice hockey skaters all are fine
young men that do not play football or baseball, but
love to skate and have absolutely nowhere to go in
Midland except for an outdoor concrete rnink for in-
line hockey. They are required to wear heavy safety
equipment to play. Can you imagine trying to play in
00-degree temperatures with such equipment.
They are also not able to play or practice at night as

These kids may not have any place to skate in Mid-
land, but they do live here and go to high school in
Midland. Their parents pay taxes for living in Mid-
land. The players, parents and coaches who spend every
free minute with these kids should at least have some
recognition in the newspaper and television stations
here. After all, my taxes, as well as the rest of the
skaters’ parents’ taxes will be helping pay for a foot-
ball and baseball stadium. These kids will probably
be paying taxes for it when they grow up even though
they will never benefit from it because they are in-line

Mary Frith
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many plants: The average crop would be 30 per-
cent more productive with projected increases in
carbon dioxide.

“There is,” Mendelsohn writes, “an unstated
myth in ecology that natural conditions must be
optimal. That is, we must be at the top of the hill
now.” The myth is sometimes sustained by dis-
counting the potential of societal adaptation, such
as that which controlled the malaria that used to
afflict travelers along the Ohio River.

People with Gore's turn of mind—people who
seem to relish environmental threats as reasons for
expanding government’s supervision of all behav-
ior—have not really been happy since the puta-
tive “energy crisis” of the 1970s. Of course pre-
dictions of the coming exhaustion of oil reserves
have been hardy perennials.

Alex Taylor III, writing in Fortune, notes that
in 1874, just 15 years after Colonel Drake dnlled
the first well in Pennsylvania, the state’s chief geol-
ogist said that the use of kerosene for lighting
would drain U.S. petroleum reserves by 1878. “In
1939, and again in 1951, the Department of the
Interior added up all the reserves in the world and
reported, both times, that 13 years of oil remained.”
One reason more oil has been found this year than
in any other year this decade is that offshore
dnlling, which was done in only 300 feet of water
in 1965, will soon be done in 10,000 feet.

Never in recorded history have birth rates been
as low, or per capita food production as high, as
at the moment. Gore must pray for relief from the
accumulating evidence that Earth 1s not really hang-
Ing in precarious balance.

George Will's column is distributed by the Wash-
ington Post Writers Group.

CAL THOMAS

Israel’s betrayal
Is sealed with
kiss from Hillary

ne is tempted to compare the Kiss

offered by First Lady Hillary Rodham

Clinton to Palestinian Authonty
President Yasser
Araft’'s wife to the kiss
Judas gave Jesus when
he betrayed Him 1n the
Garden of Gethsemane
-- but the analogy
breaks down because
both Mrs. Clinton and §
Suha Arafat are betray- [
ing Israel.

In a statement nearly
as outrageous as those BB
made by Holocaust
deniers, Suha Arafat
claimed: “Our people (the Palestinians) have
been submitted to the daily and intensive use
of poisonous gas by the Israeli forces
which have led to an increase in cancer cas-
es among women and children.” She also
asserted that Israel has contaminated water
sources with “chemical matenals.” Those
Israelis are so clever. They can poison air and
water in ways that affect only Palestimans,
while Jews escape harm. Following an out-
cry by Israeli Pnme Minister Ehud Barak and
some Jewish leaders in the United States,
Mrs. Clinton belatedly 1ssued an objection
to Mrs. Arafat’s remarks. Too little, too late.

At this point in the so-called “peace
process,” it wouldn't matter if Yasser Arafat
were captured on videotape acknowledging
he has no intention of living up to any agree-
ment and that his ulumate objective 1s to use
the negouations to weaken Israel to the point
where it won’t be able to withstand a final
assault from armed Palesumans and Israel’s
Arab neighbors.

Facts no longer matter. Newsweek
ed last week that the National Secunty
Agency leamed it was Yasser Arafat who
supplied the weapons for the 1983 bombing
of the Amenican Embassy in Beirut in which
241 U.S. Mannes died. No matter. President
Clinton lobbies for $400 million in aid to the
PLO on top of an initial $500 mullion that
has never been properly accounted for, amid
reports that it was misspent.

Clergy appointed by Arafat at Al-Agsa
Mosque in Jerusalem regularly preach ser-
mons calling for the “liberation” of all the
pre-1967 Israel included, in a Jihad that
is “the responsibility of all Muslims.” Var-
1ous media controlled by the Palestine Lib-
eration Organization (PLO) accuse Israel and
the West of employing Nazi tactics against
them, which is wronic given the Nazi-like
rhetonc of many PLO leaders and Arab states
against Jews and the West.

Terronists responsible for the deaths of
innocent Israelis and visiting Jewish civil-
1ans are praised on PLO TV as saints and
heroes. This year's Palestine Prize for Cul-
ture will go to Abu Daoud, mastermind of
the 1972 Olympic bombing in Munich that
killed 11 Israech athletes.

This is not the behavior or language of peo-
ple who want to make peace with their neigh-
bors. This is the behavior and language of
war, the objective of which is the complete
annihilation of the Jews and eradication of
the state of Israel. The only way “peace”
negotiators can continue with this sham is
by ignoring the words and actions of those
negotiating in bad faith. The PLO negotia-
tors think they are carrying out Allah’s will
and that it 1s legiimate to lie about their inten-
tions to the pagan and secular infidels on the

Thomas

nt

Israeli and Amencan side.

As for kissing the target for destruction.
Judas wasn’t the only one to employ the tac-
tic. The Mafia has long done the same. kiss-
ing the one selected for death. With Mrs
Clinton and Mrs. Arafat smooching each oth-
er, we have a new scenano. The one who is
about to die is not present. Her name is Israel

Cal Thomas' column is distributed by the
Los Angeles Times Svyndicate. |
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As little as a single glass of
wine or beer per week can sig-
nificantly reduce a man's risk of
a stroke, according to the biggest
study ever to examine the link.

The study found that light to
moderate drinkers can lower their
nsk by about 20 percent com-
pared with teetotalers. It involved
more than 22 000 men, but one of
the researchers said the results
could also apply to women.

Numerous studies have shown
that modest drinking reduces the
nsk of heart disease. But until
now, the evidence of an effect on
strokes has been less convincing.

The American Heart Associa-
tion estimates that 600,000 peo-
ple in the United States suffer a
stroke each year. It is the third
leading cause of death in this
country, and the leading cause of
serious, long-term disability.

Earlier studies were criticized
because they simply compared
dninkers to nondrinkers. This lat-
est study, published in Thursday's
New England Journal of Medi-
cine, examined varying levels of
alcohol intake.

[t found that between one drink
a week and one a day reduces the
sk, and the lesser amount was
about as good as the higher one.

There were not enough heavy
dnnkers in the study to look at the
effects of more than one a day, but
the heart association warns that
drninking to excess can raise blood
pressure and, in fact, lead to a
stroke.

The study’s authors stressed
that it would be unwise for doc-
tors to advise patients who don't
dnink to suddenly start or for those

Lo

changes his drinking habits.

Percentage of risk reduction, by
number of drinks consumed

Ll o
CrTTT—

20%

1+ per day

wering stroke risk

. Light-to-moderate alcohol consumption
can reduce a man's nsk of having a
stroke, according 1o a study released
Wednesday. But the study’s authors
wam that nsks, such as liver damage,
should be considered before a man

AL |

\g

Source. New England Journal of Medicine

who drink small amounts to
begin consuming more heavily.
The study found no added pro-
tection from stroke by dnnking
more than light to moderately.

“Absolutely it has benefits,
but it also has harm,” said study
co-author Julie E. Buring, an epi-
demiologist at Harvard-affiliated
Brigham and Women’s Hospital
in Boston.

She and other researchers
wamned of liver damage, the dan-
gers of driving while drunk and
the risks to fetuses of drinking
while pregnant. What’s more,
there are other ways reduce stroke
risk, such as quitting smoking or
lowering blood pressure.

Researchers attribute alcohol’s
benefits to its ability to increase
the amount of HDL, or good cho-
lesterol, in the bloodstream. HDL
cholesterol helps keep artenes
clean. Researchers also said that
alcohol can break up blood clots.

The men studied were all doc-

‘Peanuts’ creator has surgery

SANTA ROSA, Calif. (AP) —
"‘Peanuts’” cartoonist Charles
M. Schulz was stable and resting
comfortably in intensive care
Wednesday, a day after emer-
gency surgery to clear a blocked
abdominal artery.

The 76-year-old artist was in
intensive care, and was expected
to remain 1n the hospital for a
week. He was taken to Santa Rosa
Memonal Hospital, about 45
miles north of San Francisco,
after telling staff at his office he
did not feel well.

There was good news for his
many fans: Schulz’'s illness is
unlikely to cause a break in the
flow of comic strips to newspa-
pers around the world.

Schulz draws the cartoon In
advance and his hospitalization
was unlikely to cause any inter-
ruption, said Edna Poehner, his
secretary. “"He should be back at
the drawing board in plenty of
time, | should think,"" she said.

Schulz underwent quadruple
coronary bypass surgery in 1981.

“‘Peanuts’’ appears in 2,600
newspapers and 1s the basis of a

A Comumon Scenits

San Miguvel Square
FF,&,”“’ N. Mlﬂ %

699-6803

franchise that collects $1 billion

per year.

Schulz keeps a low profile and
Is known as a workaholic around
Sonoma County, where he
moved from his native Minneso-
ta 40 years ago.
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tors between the ages of 40 to 84
who took part in the Physicians’
Health Study, which began in
1982. They were tracked for
about 12 years. In all, the study
subjects reported 679 strokes.

Small amounts of alcohol were
shown to decrease the nisk of
ischemic stroke, which is the most
common type and is caused by
clots that reduce blood flow to the
brain. Drinking had no effect on
the nsk of a rare hemorrhagic
stroke, which is caused by sudden
bleeding in the brain.

While Buring said the findings
may apply to women as well, she
stressed that light to moderate

—
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alcohol intake for a woman 1s suggested that drinking may raise  alcohol to reduce risk of stroke
defined as about one dnink per day the risk of breast cancer in should be discussed with one's
vs. approximately two drninks per women. physician 1n order to make the
day for a man. Also, research has “For any individual, the use of healthiest decision,” Buring said.
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WASHINGTON (AP) —
White House and congressional
bargainers moved closer Wednes-
day to clinching a nearly $390 bal-
hion s ing deal after President
Clinton bowed to Republican
demands to include small but
symbolic across-the-board budget
savings.

Disputes over details still raged,
with Democrats insisting they
would only go along if Clinton had
the discretion to decide where the
cuts were imposed.

Nonetheless, the cut’s inclusion
would be a major political victory
for Republicans. Though munus-
cule by federal budget standards —
it would save no more than $1.3
billion — it assures votes from
some conservatives eager to paint
the GOP as tnmming government
wasle.

“It’'s time to shut this down,”
House S Dennis Hastert, R-
[11., told reporters of the long-run-
ning effort to clinch a budget agree-
ment and let Congress adjourn for
the year.

Meanwhile, in a ise, House
Minornity Leader Dick Gephardt,
D-Mo., said he expected to vote for
the spending measure, assuming
some problems were worked out.

. His support probably would ensure

“that a majonty of House Democ-

‘rats would also vote “yes,” all but
guaranteeing the huge bill’s pas-
sage there.

“lI think in balance there is
more favorable than unfavorable™
in the package, Gephardt told
reporters, claaming Democratic
wins in hinng teachers and police
officers and protecting the envi-
ronment.

Many in Washington had
expected Gephardt to vote against
the bill and accuse Republicans of
falsely claiming it would not spend
Social Secunty surpluses.

GOP leaders hoped the House
would vote on a final agreement
Thursday. Procedural delays
threatened by several senators had
GOP Senate leaders hoping for a
vote by Saturday, or later.

“We'll either finish Saturday or
I'll see you the week after Thanks-
giving,” said Senate Majonty
Leader Trent Lott, R-Miss.

One proposal Gephardt oppos-
es 1s an effort by Sen. Robert Byrd,
D-W.Va,, to let mountaintop coal
mines continue dumping rubble
into valleys and streams. The
White House also opposes Byrd on
environmental grounds and 1s
seeking a compromuse.

In an overnught telephone call to
Clinton in Turkey, Hastert and the
president tentatuvely agreed to a
0.38 percent reduction in the
growth of agency budgets. Clinton
vetoed a | percent cut two weeks
ago, claiming it was mundless and
excessive.

The 0.38 percent reduction
would sull leave federal agencies
spending roughly $32 billion more
in fiscal 2000 than last year,
thanks to spending demands by
members of both parties and the
White House.

The cut’s size could stll change.
Even so, it would help firm up
GOP support for the bill. Repub-
licans say other victones include
making federal school aad more
flexible, thwarting Clinton tax
increase plans, and avoiding
spending Social Secunty surplus-
es — which Democrats and the
Congressional Budget Office deny.

“Even if it’s .001 percent, it sets
a precedent we need here,” said
Rep. Tom Cobum, R-Okla. "It rec-
ognizes there is fat in govemment.”

Another conservative, Rep.
Lindsey Graham, R-S.C_, said he
would vote against the package and
was upset that a | percent reduc-
ton proved to be “‘a bridge too far.”

The two sides have agreed to
about $6 billion in other savings
from two accounting gimmucks.
One would delay a payday for the
military and some civilian federal
workers by a day into fiscal 2001.
The other would speed the trans-
fer of money from private accounts
held by the Federal Reserve into the
government s books.

Republicans were resisting a

3101 N. Big Spring
M.u:lland 687-6010

As bargaining continued, Congress sent

Clinton a measure keeping agencies open
through Thursday, a one-day extension
designed to keep lawmakers in town 8o
they can wrap up the year’s work.

Democratic demand that 1n
exchange for the across-the-board
reduction, billions of dollars the
government might win from a law-
suit against the tobacco industry be
deposited in the Social Secunty and
Medicare trust funds.

But as a tradeoff, Republicans
agreed to add $100 mullion to
extend federal benefits for patients
of AIDS and other diseases who
are returning to the work force.

The two sides also seemed like-
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ly to agree to exempt military per-
sonnel from the across-the-board

savings, said participants from
both parties.

In another loose end, a dispute
between lawmakers from the Mid-
west and the Northeast continued
over federal milk-pricing rules.
Republicans want to place lan-
guage in the spending package con-
tinuing minimum milk prices in the
Northeast, which is opposed by the
Midwesterners.

NATION
Clinton, GOP to include small across-board savings in budget deal

As bargaining continued, Con-
gress sent Clinton a measure keep-
ing agencies open through Thurs-
day, a one-day extension designed
to keep lawmakers in town so they
can wrap up the year’'s work. It was
the sixth temporary measure since
fiscal Z(II] bcgan Oct. ). C llnIDl'l
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IS certain to sign it.

T'he budget package covers five
of the annual spending bills,
financing the departments of Inte-
nor, Health and Human Services,
foreign aid and scores of other pro-

grams, agencies and departments.
Clinton has signed clght other bills

 INTERNET BASED TECHNOLOG

into law.

GOP leaders also decided they
would add to the bill a separate
measure letting Lockheed Martin
Corp. complete its proposed acqui-
sition of satellite service provider
Comsat Corp.
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