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Memories

As Hollywood prepares
for the 72nd annual Acad-
emy Awards, Midlanders
recall some of their
favorite winning movie
moments./18

B SPORTS B
Baseball

If there are any advan-
tages to hosting your own
tournament, the Green-
wood High baseball team
certainly didn't enjoy them
Thursday night./1C
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~ City aims

When the Midland City Council reduced the
planned Scharbauer Sports Complex bond
issuance from $38.95 million to $35.9 million
Tuesday, City Manager Rick Menchaca was giv-
en the responsibility of trimming the costs of the
project by roughly $3 million. |

Parkhill, Smith and Cooper (PS&C), the archi-
tectural firm designing the complex, will analyze
the project and submut a list to Menchaca of items
that could be eliminated to reduce costs. He said
that list won't be available for at least another two
weeks.

But there are some options available.

For example, Menchaca said:

B Landscaping could be cut back.

B Concrete (or other materials) instead of brick
could be used 1n some arcas

B An additional 1,000-space parking lot could
be eliminated. That would leave 3,500 parking
places.

Menchaca said PS&C will provide a list of
expendable complex features that could be elim-
inated to save moncy within the next two to three
weeks.

“It’s going to take some time to go back and
look at other options out there,” Menchaca said.
“We've got 10 look at the entire scope of the pro-
ject. We need to look at eliminating expenses in
as many arcas as possible outside of the stadiums
without compromusing features and usage.

This past week Mayor Bobby Burns, Council-
man Jose Cuevas, and sports complex supporters
Ken Marks and Bill Williams suggested the city
try to tnm costs. Cuevas said the new overall goal
for project costs would be $42 million. That $42
million would include items such as roads and
scwer lines that would be paid for from city funds
other than the guarter-cent sales tax approved by
voters in November.

“We need to reduce the cost and keep 1t close
to the number we're shooting for,” Burns sad.
“The problem is we're still dealing with estimates
and plans at thus stage.

“We didn’t recommend that specific things be
cut,” Cuevas added. “Of course, the most obvi-
ous was the additional parking lot — just drop 1t.
The best advice we gave them was (they) need to
g0 back to the RockHounds and school distnct to
see what they need to have and what they can leave
out. If this archutect firm can’t do it, maybe anoth-
er firm needs to be brought in.”

Cuevas said when he, the mayor, burns and
Williams advised the city manager to do draw up
a list of possible cuts, they cautioned that any final
decisions on cost-cutting measures will be deter-
mined by the entire City Council.

At the council meeting, public concern was
expressed over a “community center” that was
itemized by Parkhill, Smith and Cooper as being

FRIDAY, MARCH 10, 2000

Vol. 72, No. 367

to trim sports complex costs

Possible changes to sports complex
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part of the project. Menchaca tned to assure the
public that wasn t true. He said the community
center was not part of the stadium construction bul
could be built some time after the complex’ com-
pletion in 2002.

Menchaca said the proposed site of a commu-
nity center would be somewhere along a walkway
between the baseball and football/soccer stadiums.

Menchaca said the city will begin accepting
requests for proposals in June for the relocation
of current water lines, relocation of an Encrgas
line and construction of off-site utilities. The grad-
ing work — moving dirt, digging the bowl, cut-
ting streets — will go out for bids in early July,
he said.

“We have a challenge ahead of us and the stafl
and architecture firm understand that,” Mencha-
ca said. “We want to have a complex that Mid-
landers are going to be proud of.”
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Sales tax rebate iuhps 16.98 percent

By lan Heald
Staff Writer

= —r=——————= S "

This month’s sales tax receipts arc up 1698
percent from March 1999, according to an online
report by the Texas Comptroller's office
Odessa’s numbers were up 21.56 percent

Comptroller sales tax reports are based on
nambers {rom two months ago. This month's
report is based on January sales tax receipts

An argument could be made for a tale of Jekyll
and Hyde in companing the month ol January in
both 1999 and 2000

To many, January 1999 exposed Midland to
worst-case-scenaro ecopomic conditions as ol

prices dipped down to the $10-per-barrel range

It's a penod most Midlanders would just as soon
iorget

What a dalference a year makes. his past Jan-
uary oil pnices had nearly tnpled over a year ago,
and of late have approached the mud-$30 price
range

City Manager Rick Menchaca sand this mon
th s sales tax numbers were a positive indication
of the increasing spillover of higher otl prices

“We're pleased to see the increase,” Menchaca
sard. “We always believed the number was going
10 rebound.”

An added bonus, Menchaca said, 1s this is the

- first quarter in a year and a half where the cur-

rent quarter exceeded revenues of the previous

Please see REBATE/4A

And they’re off: Bush, Gore
begin general election fight

By Robert Salladay
Hearst News Service

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Even though voters across the
nation picked two mainstream presidential candidates with tra-
ditional messages, enough wounds were opened during the past
few weeks to make the battle between Vice President Al Gore
and Texas Gov. George W. Bush as nasty and suspenseful as
the unexpectedly tough primanes.

With former Sen. Bill Bradley of New Jersey quitting the
Democratic race Thursday, and with Anizona Sen. John McCain
suspending his campaign for the Republican nomination, vot-
ers will have more time to compare the parties’ certain nom-
inees — Gore for the Democrats, Bush for the Republicans.

Gore and Bush are already developing attack plans on edu-
cation, the environment, social issues, character, morality, cam-
paign finance abuses, the legacy of President Clinton and oth-

Higher gas prices
don’t create skips

By Rick McLaughlin
Staff Writer

With the price of crude ol around $34 a barrel,
a tank of gas at a local gas station often can cost
$34 or more. Compare that to a fill-up that may have
cost only $20 or less just a year ago when a barrel
of oil was around $10.

That would seem to make stealing gas at the pump,
called skips, drive-always or dnve-olls, more
attractive.

But there doesn’t seem to be an increase in the
number of gas skips or drive-offs in Midland, even
though the value of the gasoline has increased from
less than $1 a gallon in some places last year to more

Please see FIGHT/4A

Please see GAS/4A

Bush backer Don Evans takes his licks at roast

B! Bill Modisett
Staff Writer

It was “Don Evans on the Spit”
Thursday at the Petroleum Club as the
Midland Texas Exes held their annual
Texas Independence Day Celebration
Roast & Toast Luncheon, celebrated a
week after the actual March 2 obser-
vance.

When all was said and done, the man
best known of late for his record-break-
ing fund-raising efforts for the presi-
dential campaign of Gov. George W.
Bush told the capacity crowd in the Petro-
leum Club Ballroom that “it has been an
incredible honor to serve on the Uni-
versity of Texas Board of Regents™ and
an honor “having friends hike you.”

It was obvious that Evans was among
friends and that they respected what he
had accomplished. There were accolades
galore for Evans, president and chief
executive officer of Tom Brown Inc.

who, in addition to serving as chairman
of the UT Board of Regents and as head
of Tom Brown, is serving in Gov.
Bush’s presidential campaign.

During the luncheon the Midland
Chapter of the Texas Exes announced the
Don Evans Scholarship, to which
$21,000 had been contributed and which
Abell-Hanger Foundation committed
matching funds for up to a maximum of
$50,000. It was also revealed that May-
or Bobby Burns had signed a proclama-
tion making Thursday “Don Evans Day”
in Midland.

But sprinkled throughout the lun-
cheon, amid the glowing accolades
about Evans’ work in the interest of Tom
Brown Inc., the University of Texas, and
Gov. Bush's presidential campaign, was
a full roasting of Evans — including
remarks from UTPB President Charles
Sorber about how Evans has been a
“great friend of the University of Texas

Please see ROAST/4A
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Don Evans
laughs at
jokes made at
his expense atl
his roast/lun-
cheon Thurs-
day.

Brian Adamcik
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Ben Wiseman Jr.

Ben W. Wiseman, Jr., long ime
Midland oilman, died at his home
on March 8, 2000, after a lengthy

was bom in Weatherford, Texas
in 1923, 10 Ben W. Wiseman Sr.
and Ruby Sessions Wiseman. As
a youth, he attended Highland
Park Methodist Church, and then
went on to Highland Park High
School in Dallas, where his father
was Principal for many years. Ben
received huis B.BA. from Cox
School of Business, Southern
Methodist University, in 1944,
where he was also a member of
Phi Delta Theta Fratemity. After
Midshipman school, Ben served
in the United States Navy dunng
World War Il as Executive Offi-
cer and later Captain of amphibi-
ous landing vessels in several
Pacific Theater campaigns. After
the war, he joined Tex Harvey Oil
Co. as an accountant, landman and
“occasional” roughneck.

As Ben would tell it, he was
given the responsibility at age 24,
“by default™, for the drilling and
completion of the Tex Harvey #1
Floyd, the first commercial oil
producer in Midland County,
confirming the extension of the
Sprayberry Trend and giving rise
to the “Sprayberry Boom”, Ben
became an independent oilman in
1949 and was instrumental in the
discovery and development of
numerous other oil and gas fields
in the Permian Basin. Always
ahead of his time, since the late
1970s Ben has been active in ter-
tary CO2 recovery processes
and received several patents, prin-
cipally for his CO2 SOAK
process, widely used in the indus-
try.

Ben was especially proud of his
twenty years as an active member

of Alcoholics Anonymous, In
addition to faithful attendance and
service work, he was instrumen-
tal in the founding of two new AA
groups in Midland.

Survivors include a sister, Mary
Elizabeth “Bibba™ Brosseau of
Dallas; a daughter, Pamela Ann
Wiseman of Albuquerque, New
Mexico; a step-daughter, Candace
Reed of Austin; a stepson, E. Don
Poage of Midland; and nephews,
Charles Brosseau of Fort Worth,
and Phillip Brosseau and Thomas
Brosseau, both of Dallas.

A memonal service will be held
at First United Methodist Church,
Main and Ohio St., Midland, TX
on Monday, March 13, 2000, at
11:00 a.m. with the Rev. James
Bell presiding and the Rev. Lane
Boyd assisting.

In lieu of flowers, memorials

DEATHS

Pablo Jara

BIG SPRING — Pablo F. Jara,
69, died Wednesday, March 8, at
a local hospital.

Services are pending with
Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

Dan Rodgers

Dan V. Rodgers died Thursday,
March 9, at his home.

Funeral services will be | p.m.
Monday, March 13, at First Pres-
byterian Church with the Rev.
Richard Braun officiating. Bunal
will follow at Resthaven Memo-
nal Park under the direction of
Ellis Funeral Home.

He was bormm Jan. 31, 1923 in
Post.

He lived in Big Spnng, then
moved to Midland in 1948. He
was an oil scout for Texaco, and
a landman for TXL: then in
1956 became an independent
landman, retinng in the late
1980s. He was a member of First
Presbyterian Church, American
Association of Professional Land-
men, and the Permian Basin
Landmen’s Association.

Girl Scouts to

M——

The Girl Scouts of the Permuan
Basin will hold its annual schol-
arship banquet Saturday at the
Petroleum Club. This year's edi-
ton is called “Women of Dis-
tnction 2000.™

Guest speaker will be Heloise,
the colummist known for her
“Hints From Heloise™ column.

Teresa Johnson., director of
development for the Permian
Basin Girl Scout Council
explained that the “Women of Dis-
tnction” banguet was begun for
WO reasons.

“It was started to honor women
in the Permian Basin who make
good role models for girls,” she
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He was preceded in death by a
brother, Novis Rodgers.

Survivors include his wife,
Dorothy Looper Rodgers of Mid-
land; a son, Van N. Rodgers of
Midland; two daughters, Susan R.
Gust of Bellevue, Neb., and Beth
Rodgers of Johnson City, Tenn.;
a sister, Rose J. Griffith of Lub-
bock; five grandchildren, and
three great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to the
First Presbyterian Church, 800 W.
Texas, Midland, TX 79701; Hos-
pice of Midland, P.O. Box 2621,
Midland, TX 79702; or the char-
ity of your choice.

Norma
McClendon

SAN FRANCISCO — Former
Midlander Norma Jean McClen-
don, 61, died Monday, March 6,
in San Francisco.Services will be
|1 am. Wednesday, March 15, at
the Bayview Mortuary Chapel in
San Francisco. Visitation will be
3 p.m. Tuesday at the mortuary.

She was born March 23, 1938
in Waco.

She was a Midland resident for
12 years.

She was preceded in death by
a brother, Harvey McClendon Jr.

Survivors include four children,
Clayton E. Cooper, Vanard A.
Goodman, Renee Y. Johnson
and Lavelle A. McClendon, all of
San Francisco; her parents, Eula
Mae Armstead Howell of Mid-
land, and Harvey McClendon of
San Francisco; four sisters, Eve-
lyn Johnson, Helen Edwards,
Velma Mackey and Margaret
Cooks, all of Midland; and six
brothers, Charles McClendon,
L.D. Howell Jr., Wallace Howell,
Rickey Howell and Tony How-
ell, all of Midland, and Eddie
Howell of Houston; and nine
grandchildren.

Dalton Hamby

BIG SPRING — Dalton C.
Hamby, 95, died Wednesday,
March 8, in a local hospital.

Graveside services will be 2
p.m. Friday, March 10, at Trini-
ty Memonal Park Mausoleum
with the Rev. Monroe Teeters
officiating under the direction of

Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral
Home.

He was born July 31, 1904 in
Floral, Ark.

He moved to Howard County
in 1921, settling in the Luther
Community. He was a welder for
over 30 years, then worked In
maintenance and as a bus dnver
for the Big Spring Independent
School District for 10 years,
retiring in 1972. He was a mem-
ber of Berea Baptist Church.

He was preceded in death by
his wife, Mamie Morms Hamby,
on July 30, 1994; two sisters, four
brothers, and one grandchild.

Survivors include five daugh-
ters, Mane White of Big Lake,
Edith Mandry of Frednicksburg,
Winona Fincher of Midland,
Eunetta McAnally of Big Spring,
and Myma Unbehend of Lutz,
Fla.; two sons, Elton Hamby of
Truth or Consequences, N.M. and
Darel Hamby of Hamilton; 36
grandchildren, 57 great-grand-
children, several great-great-
grandchildren, and numerous
nieces and nephews.

honor ‘Women of Distinction’ on Saturday

said. “You don't have to be a
movie star or a rocket scientist.
They re strong women, whether
they 're a housewife or lawyer or
administrative assistant. They're
goodhat their job, they 're respect-
ed in the commumity.”

The 12 women being honored
Saturday night all have some sort
of Girl Scout background, she said,
either as Girl Scouts themselves or
serving as troop leaders or volun-
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Study each Sunday with Mack
:30 a.m.. KPEJ Ch 24, Cable Ch 5

Lord’s Way”

teers with the Girl Scouts.
The second purpose of the ban-

scholarship fund. The council

awards three scholarships annu-
ally: The Mary Wynn Hinkle
Gold Award scholarship; Janice

Eleanor Hill Matthews Gold
Award scholarship and the Betty

Jo Greene Morgan Graduating

Senior scholarship.
The 12 women to be honored
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Just How Far Could It Go?

Adopted in 1791, that exalted Bill of Rights for the Constitution of
these United States says, “Amendment I. Religious and Political
Freedom. Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof;
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of

p?e to peacefully assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.” It is the very rock on which our

Yet, as the government tries to be “politically correct™ and
to all men”, our rights are often in question.
int. Four students were suspended this week in San
Antonio from a private Christian school whose students agree in
writing not to attend concerts where music contains “sexually

Does a church, school, or organization have the right to enforce
existing guidelines? If I voluntarily join and can withdraw at any
time, whose rights are violated when a student or member

When God's punishment seemed too severe for Jerusalem, God
tells Ezekiel in 21:32, “for I the Lord have spoke
reminds us in Romans 13:1, “let every soul be subject to the higher
powers.” May we always have the right to choose God’s way of

n it.” Paul later
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a limited time

Care Center

include Midlanders Susan Fulfer,
Elise Kail, Nancy Shaw, Ava Jane

quet is to benefit the council’s Fuller and Mary Lou King;

Odessans Peggy Dean, Conme
Nichols, Marcia Cleaver, Rachel
Dobbs, Lilly Plummer and Glona
Valdez; and Phoebe Campbell, of
Marathon.

- We can't explain
all the advantages
of our new promotio
in a space this size. 4
We'll let one of our |
- bankers handle that.

Sign up for Relationship Checking and get discounts
on the financial services you use most.

LocAL & s,mw

may be made to the Gatehouse
Corporation, P.O. Box 5915, Mid-
land, TX 79704-5915; Hospice of
Miudland, P.O. Box 2621, Mid-
land, TX 79702; or a charity of
one s choice.

Mary Pardue

Mary Ellen Hamilton Pardue
died Tuesday, March 7, 2000, at
her home.

She was bomm December 3,
1913 in Houston, Texas to Wiley
Ade Hamilton and Cora Whitley
Hamilton. She was raised in
Houston. On May 31, 1940, she
married James L. Pardue. They
lived in Houston and Longview
before moving to Midland in
1959. They were married 59

Midland Police
Department
Wednesday

Burglary: Burglary of a
habitation was reported at
| 108 McKensie at 7:30 p.m.
Trading cards were report-
ed taken.

Tuesday
Disorderly Conduct:

Disorderly conduct by a
‘Peeping Tom’ was report-
ed at 5266 W. Loop 250 at
2:13 am. James Robert
Meeks, 23, was arrested for
peeking into apartment win-
dows.

Anyone having informa-
tion concerning any of these
reports should contact the
Midland Police Department
at 685-7108 or Crime Stop-
pers at 694-TIPS.

She is survived by her husband,
James L. Pardue, and their four
children, Eugenia Senfft von Pil-
sach and husband, Paco, of Old-
enburg, Germany; Katherine
Shapira and husband, Michael, of
Midland; Martha Basler and hus-
band, George, of Houston; James
Lee Pardue, Jr. and wife, Denise,
of Houston; five grandchildren,
Jill and Laine Wetzel, Jeffrey and
Corby Pardue, and Elizabeth
Basler; one sister, Eugenia Stew-
art of Corsicana; and two sisters-
in-law, Eloise Pardue Grace of
Menlo Park, California and Mary
Alice Hamilton of Houston.

A pnivate family service will be
held today. In lieu of flowers, the
family requests that memonials be
made to First Presbyterian Church
or the chanty of one’s choice.
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Gary Ott

11 a.m. - MARY PARDUE
First Presbyterian Church

1 p.m. - TINA ALCALA
St. Ann's Catholic Church

2 p.m.- MYRTIS BAILEY
First Baptist Church
of Lubbock
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So much to say, so little space but we'll give it a shot. When you open a qualifying
checking account at Wells Fargo or Norwest and two other products or services

like a debit card or Online banking you get special discounts on premium
services. Like special home equity rates, $150 off closing costs on a Norwest

mortgage, 20% off a safe deposit box and more. And as a thank you gift, you will
also receive a genuine leather checkbook. Since
this is the abbreviated version, visit any Wells Fargo
or Norwest and talk to a banker to find out how
Relationship Checking can work for you.

\

Offer ends April 7th. Gifts available while supplies last.
LENDER © 2000 Wells Fargo Banks. Members FDIC.
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endorses

candidate
From MM

Midland County Precinct |
Constable Lynn Pope has
endorsed Republican Party can-
didate Mitch Swan for constable
in the precinct’s two-way race in
Tuesday’s primary elections.

“Mitch (Swan) is very knowl-
edgeable,” said Ms. Pope, who
1S not seeking re-election. Swan
is a 30-year-old support coun-
selor for the Midland Court
Residential Treatment Center.

“He deals with detention peo-
ple already,” Ms. Pope noted.
“He knows pretty much how to
handle things” and has accom-
panied Ms. Pope in her work.

“I think he will make a fan-
tastic constable,” she said.

In turm, Swan said that he is
“happy about” the endorsement.
Ms. Pope, he said, is “doing a
great job.”

Swan in for the
$24,000-salaried job by James E.
“Gene” Smith, a 42-year-old
maintenance man who in 1996
was a wnite-in candidate for con-
stable and who has 20 years
expernience in secunty and law-
enforcement work.

Sharp: People
most valuable

resource
By Matt Josety

Staff Writer

John Sharp, former Texas
State Comptroller, joined with
the Midland Association of
Retarded Citizens (MARC)
Thursday night to put on the
first-ever “Employer Apprecia-
tion Banquet.”

The event was not only for
local companies that employ
MARC clients, but for the
workers themselves.

“There are two purposes — (o
bring public awareness and to

Check out further
reductions on a
fantastic group of knit
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and pants - fall and
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LADIES GAREER
APPAREL

Don’t miss these
office-savvy jackets,
pants, skirts, blouses
and knit tops from
our own Napa Studio,
Joan Leslie and
others. Misses, petites
and Dillard's Woman
sizes. Ong. $28 $240
now 9.52-81.60

SAVE 66% ¢
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15~ patch a delegation to its newest \?T‘ﬂ lies next door to the city Shura Lindgren. land, said the nine Midland :{11 lhﬁ 11:1: locations through
ies relative, Wirral, England. ” {ve | : 548 artists scheduled to go won't be “arch £0.
. As carly as this Sunday Mid-  Wirmal could offer Midland director of convention and visitor development departing until Murfh 18 “The Ms. Bond said most of the
n, land businessmen, including SOM¢ lessons in diversifying its arts group is going over to Lon t,mwl':r" will be returning March
nd Mayochbhy Bums and his fam- ©COROMYy. L ‘ some companies that have of opportunities to establishing 9on then to Wirral for the open- "_f]‘__hum"g_ any extra personal
th ily, will board the plane for A coastal community, Wirral  entered Wirral and helped diver- business relationships between 'ng of the gallery,” Ms. Bond aensie pld"?
w- Wirral, a trip that for some will had been renowned for its ship- sify its economy. the two areas and that’s why I'm  Said. : Last  year  Midlanders
'S~ last up to two weeks. building lrﬂdltmn since the Shura Lindgren, director of going,” Ms. Lindgren said The exhibit by the Midland Lmh_drl‘f“d.“"_d{'_m_'lm tnp to the
of No taxpayer dollars will be 1820s, according to its official convention and visitor develop- “Included in the group is one of arusts at the Blackthom Galleries sister city of New Amsterdam,

used. web site. aid she’ SRS g ; . irTs . o : Guyana.

ry - ment, said she’ll be concentrat- our local travel agencies, will n Wirral opens March 18 and Midland’s first sister ci I;

Bumns said the purpose of the ~ But as demand for ships ing on various tourism and busi- also be traveling with us. One stays up through April 9 tionship was --.: t:ln;:;l'ty ll:;h
he upcomung tnp mtpt'mhuqm shifted the local economy adapt- ness relationship possibilities topic to be explored is enhanc- Last Frniday a representative w“ﬁ DF:,“ ":-",: IE*h .mM'J
he sister-City relationship with ed to change. Mobil, E.R. Squibb between Wirral and Midland. ing local tourism.” from an art gallery in Wirral Jand's w-,ﬁ-.- f"ﬁ‘ in y:,;l:;m,ll-;
; and Sons Ltd and Candy are “We think that there are a lot Ms. Lindgren said Europe’s came to Midland to help open a Chihuahua. |
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70 OFF{ [\

A can’t-miss
selection of
fall & winter
apparel for the
whole family!

oAl 75“

JUNIORS

New reductions on
designer denim
collections' Plus
shoptilvoudrop

woven lops, pants
skirts and dresses
tor all occasions

Ong. $12-$200,
now 3.0050.00

APPAREL

savings on knit and

DENIM, IIIESSES
§ SEPARATES

ol 66%

bIRLS & BOYS

Stock up and save with

Choose from misses.
petites and Dillard’s
Woman dresses for all
OCCasions - career,
casual and social.
Plus, stvlessmart

suits for misses and
petites. Orig. $60-$200,
now 20.40-68.00

ollE /3%

LADIES DRESS &
GASUAL SHOES

Take advantage of tremendous savings on a

honor businesses in Midland
who employ people with dis-
abilities,” Jean Jones, marketing
director of MARC said.

“This is a special deal for
me,” Sharp said. For 30 days
when he was working with the
legislative budget, he worked as
a volunteer at a Texas school for
the mentally handicapped.

His personal beliefs, Sharp
said, are the real reason he
believes it is important to vol-
unteer and to accept people with
disabilities.

“If you're not going to accept
those reasons, you better accept
them for economics,” he said.

His speech, entitled “Spindle-
tops,” addressed the idea of
these people still being viable
human resources.

“You wouldn’t shut down a
whole well for a little sputter.
Some people are geniuses, but
the rest of us are not. O1l wells
aren’t forever, but people do,”

pants, skirts, tops
and knits from
America’'s
favorite
designer,
Stonebridge,
Bechamel and
others. For misses,
petites and Dillard's
Women.Orig. $24-$138,
now 8.1646.92.

ol 30%

MISSES
“CUDDL DUDS” /

even lower prnces on

a ternhc selection of
sportswear for boys
2T-20, dresses and
separates for girls 27T-16,
and dresswear

and playwear for
infants. Orig. $12-$80
now 4.08-27.20

L

oAl 30%

MEN'S DRESS &
GASUAL SHOES

You'll even find a few boots in this hall-pnce

ShB‘:;pbuiRd(;s PR ON footdastic collection by Enzo, Bandolino, group from Johnston & Murphy, Cole
director of B:ARC saideg:utt;ng Lots of chill-chasing Born, Liz Claiborne, Nine West, Unisa Haan, Timberiand and other famous

intimate apparel is n and more. Orig. $30-589 now 7.50-22.25 makers. Orig $69-5165, now 34.50-82.50
half price! Choose

from comfy, non<cli

“Cuddl Duds”

warmwear, plus

Sharp to come address the
crowd of 140 topped off a
“special celebration.”

“We let the employers here in
Midland know that what they're
doing is very special. We don’t
realize how much we identify
ourselves as individuals with our
jobs, and these employers are
taking a risk by giving them a
special opportunity. But, every-
body has to go to somebody for
assistance on the job. The
employers eventually recognize
that it's not that big of a chal-
lenge,” Rose said.

and robes.

Selected styles. Selection varies by size and store. ltems shown represent department and may no longer be available
Percentage savings is taken off original prices. Previous markdowns have been taken. All items subject to pnor sale

Dillard’s

e '-.-.,“'E-i'l-h s ] E TS

Dillard’s welcomes your Dillard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or Diners Club card.
SHOP MONDAY-SATURDAY, 10A.M. TO 9 PM.; SUNDAY, NOON TO 6 PM. » Midland Park Mall, 697-7911
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-WEATHER

Today will be partly cloudy and windy with areas of blowing dust
durning the afternoon. ’lhchnghwnllbcmthcup%rﬁﬁs with the wind
becoming northwesterly and increasing to 20-30 mph and gusty by
late moming. Friday night will be fair with the low in Ihc lower 30s.

Saturday will be mostly sunny with the high in the mid-60s.

Saturday night will be mostly clear with the low in the upper 30s.

Sunday through Tuesday will be partly cloudy with.lows from the

30s to mid 40s. Highs will be in the 70s.
an overnight low of 32, Thursday's high was 69, compared
to the record high for that date of 86, set in 1989. The record low
of 4 was set in 1948.

Y 'S ipitation
T T .

Rainfall Wednesday ... .0.10in.
Total formonth ....... 0.30 in.
Total for year ......... 0.35 in.
Normal total

(yeartodate) .......... 1.50 in.

Sunrise .. 7:04 am.  Sunset ... 6:50 p.m.

National forecast

The AccuWeather® forecast for noon, Friday, March 10.
Bands saparate hwgh temperature zones for the day
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FIGHT: Bush campaign will paint Gore as Cllntonesque

(From 1A)

er Lopics.

Many political analysts believe Bush suf-
fered the most during the short-live primary
season. Bradley's campaign fizzled as Gore
gained steam, but it was dog-eat-dog for the
Republicans.

McCain said he would clean up the “iron
triangle™ of lobbyists, legislation and mon-
ey in Washington. McCain pushed Bush to
the nght and opened up distracting problems
for him.

McCain appeared to have nearly commit-
ted a political murder-suicide by attacking the
religious conservatives as the primary
reached a critical point two weeks ago. His
attacks consolidated Bush’s support from the
right. That will shadow Bush just when he
needs a more moderate message for the gen-

eral election.
Bush also refused to demand that South

Carolina take down the Confederate battle
flag that flies over the state Capitol. Demo-
cratic consultants in California already
believe that issue will damage Bush here,
where the non-white population is nearly 50
percent.

“McCain was speaking to a constituency
in the Republican Party that is disaffected
from the religious right and much of the con-
gressional Republican leadership,” said vet-
eran Democratic consultant Bill Carmnick. *]
have trouble figuring out how Bush gets them.
... Bush had to move further to the right than
Gore had to move to the left on his issues.
There was some real damage done to Bush.”

But Gore has his vulnerabilities as well.
Bush, in his victory speech Tuesday might
from Austin, got a huge cheer from the audi-
ence when he said the country would reject
a White House that had “no controlling legal
authonty.”

This was a slap at a Gore used to
explain fund-raising calls the vice
made from the White House, which Repub-
licans blasted as an infraction of the law.

Then there are the Buddhist monks. Even
before the votes were counted, Bush was snip-
ping at Gore for holding a 1996 re-election
fund-raiser at a Southern California Buddhist
temple where monks had taken a vow of
poverty. A Gore associate was recently con-
victed of violating campaign laws in the scan-
dal.

The Bush campaign does not believe that
Gore will suffer because of President Clin-
ton’s personal problems, but they will nev-
ertheless try to paint Gore as Clintonesque
when he claimed to have invented the Inter-
net and was the subject of the book and
acclaimed movie ‘Love Story.”’

“I don’t think the election will be a look
back at the personal transgressions of Pres-
ident Clinton,” said Karen Hughes, Bush’s
sick of that. That was an embarrassing chap-
ter in our history, and people want to put it
behind us. But they do want a president they
can trust, and so | would point to some of can-
didate Gore’s own statements.”

The Bush campaign also thinks it has an
edge over Gore on education and among Sil-
icon Valley executives.

Bush and Bradley raised far more money
than Gore among the high-tech crowd. Bush
believes his plan to increase tax deductions
for charitable contributions — to attract the
wealthy technology crowd — and protect Sil-
icon Valley businesses from securities liti-
gation will keep high-tech executives on his
side, although Democrats have traditionally
wooed the high-tech crowd.

“We're going to talk about the fact that on
tort reform, Al Gore stands with the trial
lawyers, who are anathema to Silicon Val-

.hl'.n . a Bu:h ndvtm in (‘Allfm
mnemmmupfutafcwpunches
against Bush.

Gore, in his victory speech Tuesday,
started off the general election campaign by
telling his audience that Republican admin-
istrations in the 1980s had increased the fed-
eral deficit and sparked a recession in the ear-
ly 1990s.

Under Clinton, the country since 1992 has
seen cnme rates drop, abortion rates plum-
met and the economy take off, Gore will
remind voters.

“We need to build on our record of pros-
perity,” Gore said Tuesday. “We don’t
need to go back to where we were eight years
ago.”

Democrats also feel they need to rip into
Bush's record in Texas and statements he
made on the campaign trail as he battled
McCain.

“Oh, there are plenty of things,” said
Democratic Party strategist Bob Mulholland,
mentioning Bush's opposition to abortion and
‘uresponsible tax cut proposal.’™

Camick, the Democratic consultant, said the
fights between McCain and Bush over per-
sonality and campaign tactics meant Bush
remained untested on the national stage on
many important policy issues. Voters are
going to be hearing for the first time his posi-
tions on abortion and the environment, for
example.

“The most amazing  things is we still

-haven’t defined what this election is about.”

said Henry Brady, a political scientist at the
University of California at Berkeley. “We still
can’t write a one-sentence description about
the 2000 election. In 1992, it was, “It’s the
economy stupid.” It’s hard to get real issues
on pccﬁylcs plates when the economy is doing
so well.

GAS: Improved security in sales may deter theft
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(From 1A)

than $1.50 per gallon for regu-
lar unleaded today.

Some current reports even
show fewer drive-offs, but that
may be because of improved
security in gasoline sales.

Midland County Shenff Gary
Painter said Tuesday that his
department had no indication
there are any more gasoline
skips than usual. A theft of
$34.21 in gas from the Town
and Country on East State High-
way 158 was reported Monday
to the Sheniff’s Office, the only
report of the day.

One theft totaling $11.30 was
reported Thursday, but there
were no others in the perniod
from Tuesday through Thursday
evening.

Launie Lindsey, claims man-
ager for Southwest Conve-
nience Stores, said the percent-
age of gas drive-offs i1s down 50
percent at 7-Eleven stores from

this time last year.

“We think the reason is
because it goes hand-in-hand
with the other programs we have
done,” she said, “Police sub-
stations, the wanted posters
program.

“We pay a lot of attention to
the customer at the pump,” she
said, noting that employees
greet customers over the fuel
island intercom. “They know
that we know they 're there.

“We know it’s the same peo-
ple who steal your beer who
steal your gas. You know —
{ree beer, free gas,” she saud.

On the other hand, the Mid-
land Police Department has
seen an increase in the number
of reported gasoline drive-offs
in Janvary and February of this
year, ‘compared to the same
months of 1999, according to
Tina Jauz, of the Midland
Department of Public Rela-
tions.

Ms. Jauz said 581 dnve-offs

were reported in January and
February of 1999. The figure
rose 154 percent to 895 report-
ed skips in January and Febru-
ary of this year.

However, Jauz, noted, a
police officer was assigned to
work with convenience stores
and gas stations (o encourage
more reporting of gas thefts well
after the January-February 1999
statistics. Therefore, Ms. Jauz
said, the higher drive-off figures
may be a result of better report-
ing instead of more incidents.

William Parum, a clerk at the
7-Eleven store at 3300 W. 1lh-
nois doesn 't see any increase at
all, noting that even the value of
an ordinary gasoline skip 1s only
$5 or $6. “If | were going to do
that, I'd at lcast make it worth-
while,” He said, “but there has
been no increase in the number
of skips, at least not yet, any-
way."”

Ann Green, an assistant man-
ager at a Texaco store on Front

ROAST: Woodman says Evans broke 11th Commandment

(From 1A)

of the Permian Basin.”

Then Sorber presented Evans
with a list of tems neceded at
UTPB including a thinly veiled
comment that “there is some dis-
cussion in Midland of you want-
Ing to put a museum on the cam-
pus.” That comment, which
brought a laugh from the audi-
ence, referred to a legislative duel
between State Rep. Tom Crad-
dick of Midland and State Rep.
Buddy West of Odéssa over
plans to build a Presidential
Museum on the UTPB campus.

Dr. Charles Younger also
roasted his fniend Evans, giving
the ingredients for a concoction
he called “Willard Stew™ refer-
ring of course to Evans. He not-
ed that one ingredient in it was

a “big, old Texas Longhom
heart” and that Evans had eamed
the love and respect of his par-
ents, in-laws, siblings and numer
ous fnends and acquaintances.

“Our community, the Univer-
sity of Texas, the state, and the
nation have been enriched by
Willard,” Younger said.

A former Midlander, Woody
Woodman, toasted Evans by
noting he had “broken the 11th
Commandment — believing thy
ownBS."

Then, said Woodman, “For all
that you've done for all of us
through the years Donald Louss
Evans, you're the goodest one.’

Patrick Oxford, a University of
Texas System who lives in
Houston, told the hun-
dreds of Midlanders present for
the event, “Your boy Donny has

done you proud.”’

Oxford said that during the past
year the university has faced stu-
pefying problems throughout the
state, but that, “Your Don Evans
provided us with character-based
lcadership as true as the North

Midland radio personality Ed
Clements, who now lives and
works in Austin, serv ed as mas-
ter of ceremonies.

Joan Baskin, a community
leader in Midland and former
president of the Midland Cham-
ber of Commerce, said that
Evans “has done a splendid job™
heading up the UT Board of
Regents. “He is a very calm, rea-
sonable, thoughtful man. We

Reform Party supporters pressure Perot to run
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Supporters of Reform
Party founder Ross Perot are tuming up the pressure
on him to run for president to help boost his besieged

party's credibility, but the Texas billionaire is show-
mgmuumstmamuﬂbldfurthewmtcﬂmsc

*‘I am not optimistic Ross is going to make anoth-
ermn...lfhemedilhcwmldbcdoingﬂie
preparatory work,’’ said his top aide, Russell Ver-
ney. ““It would take something of a miracle to get
him to run for office again.”’

At sparsely attended news conferences in more than
a dozen cities Thursday, Reform Party members who
say a Perot ‘ will help boost the party’s
stature that his silence was reason enough to

forwarﬂmtheﬁmstodmﬁhxrnmmem

“Hehasntsmdlostop " saud Pat Muth
of Tallahassee, Fla., who hel organize the
cvmwtﬂlmuondpmymmylunmgm

Pat Buchanan, a former Republican, is seeking the

nomination, which comes with $12.6 mil-
in federal subsidies.
“Reform is mkmﬂauﬂlhtyunkml‘ﬂ-

getshackmthenm said Morgan Erlanson, 39,
from Orange, Calif., about 40 miles southeast of Los

Minnesota G8v. Jesse Ventura had been Refor-
m's highest elected officeholder and one of the par-
qsmpﬁnwmlhemhnmmm
national last month, saying it was *“hope-
lessly .

In Perot’s home city of Dallas, fmrofhtan:—
porters said they would join a nationwide
called the Committee to Draft Perot 2000.

‘““There have been many politicians who say

‘reform this’ and "reform that,” but it never seems
to get enough force to do anything because we have
lobbyists who write the legislation and our repre-
sentatives and senators ... they don’t read it,”” said
Jude Hoeper, one the four.

In Los es, five Reform Party members said
they have collected 10,000 petition signatures to draft
Perot into the race.

Karen Mountain, 32, of Austin, Texas, traveled
to Los Angeles with her 8-year-old daughter, Polli,
to support the movement. Polli’s shirt read: **1 wash
| was old enuf to vote for Ross Perot.”’

““I feel he’s an honest candidate,”” Mountain said.
‘“He speaks what we need to hear, not what we want
to hear.”’

Some of the news events didn’t make much news.

In Louisville, Ky., Reform Party State Chairman
Johnlmgmn'cfound himself alone on the Jeffer-

but no reporters

He said having two marquee

—PtmundBucI_ll — would compel coverage.
““Ross Perot would lend substance to the reform

agenda,” ire said. ‘“To have both of them run-

ning for the Reform Party nomination, | think would

get a lot of attention.”’

REBATE: Menchaca credits oil prices with increase

(From 1A)

that. Our monthly sales tax rev-

gains throughout the rest of the

enue will start showing some year.”

“The oil being priced at $30
always helps,” Menchaca said.
“But, it takes about four to six
months before we see the ben-

Pick 3 Texas

AUSTIN (AP) — The Pick
numbers drawn

efits of having higher priced '::hund.yby the Texas Lot-

oil. With the oil prices increas-
ing to benefit from

early fall of lastyear, | “™" "G 4

Street said she saw no increase
in drive-offs, and neither has
Sonia Arteaga, an assistant
manager at the E Z Mart at 908
W. Indiana. “But we realy
don’t have a problem,"” she not-
ed. “We never.leave the pump
on at night and we turn it on
only for our regulars during the
day.”

Ector County Sheriff"s Office
Sgt. Roy Gladden said he has
seen no increase in dnve-offs in
Ector County. That was echoed
by Officer Sherme Thompson of
the Odessa Police Department.
“There have been no increases
in Odessa, but that may be
because the 7-Eleven stores
have a campaign to cut gas
thefts, including cameras at the
pumps and prepaying, she said.

Odessa does not have a sta-
tistical breakdown with gas
thefts as a category, unlike
Midland, Ms. Thompson noted.
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Chris takes a

AP Photo
of a model of the new Hous-

ton NFL franchise football stadium before the start of a ground-

breaking ceremony Thursday

Dyess AFB puzzled by bomber fire

ABILENE (AP) — Air Force
officials are trying to determine
what caused an engine fire that
forced a B-1 Bomber from Dyess
Air Force Base to cut short a
traiming flight and return to the
base.

Maj. John Boyle, public affairs
officer at Dyess, said Thursday
that there was no indication as to
what caused the fire a day earh-
er.

“We will conduct a mishap
investigation, and . . .see what
caused the engine to do that,”
Boyle said. “We don’t have any
answers yet.”

About 15 small brush fires,

most of them on base property,

were apparently started by molten

matenal that dnpped from the air-
craft before it landed. All of the
fires were extinguished quickly,
preventing any.major property
damag:

“It is assumed thal hot mater-
ial from the engine area of the air-
craft did fall and ignite those
fires,” Bayle said. “But it was not
large pieces of metal or flaming
tires . . . it was small pieces of
matenal.”

About 600 students retumed to
Dyess Elementary School on
Thursday, after getting an early
dismissal from school Wednes-
day. The school was evacuated as
a safety precaution because of the
dry conditions in the area where
the brush fires started.

‘The Preferred Princess Cruise EXPERTS

Alaska * Burope * Caribbean

AMERA TRAVEL CRUISE & CUSTOM TOURS
“piizen (915) 687-0313 Mo -

(l=m the ( plvmmads |

McCain 2000-Hyland Lyon Texas Chairman
#100 Timber Ridge Drive, Plan, 1 X 75094

PLEASE VOTE FOR STRAIGHT TALK THIS TIME!!
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By Megan K. Stack

Associated Press

HOUSTON — With a pile of
dirt and dreams of days to come,
the National Football League
began to nse again here Thurs
day on the same land where
indoor baseball was born

Sinking shovels into a mound
of earth in the middle of what 1s
now the Astrodome parking lot,
officials broke ground on the
Harms County Stadium

When built, the arena will be
home to Houston's brand new
tootball team.

“Houston was missing some-
thing,” said Houston team own-
er Bob McNair, who spoke over
the roar of hundreds of eager
fans. McNair joined NFL com-
missioner Paul Taghabue, for-
mer Oilers and city officials at
the moming rally.

The $367 million, retractable
roof stadium is slated to be fin-
ished in 2002, just in time for the
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Free Water

for 2 months!

Rent 3 Shayna
MONTHS SERVICE FOR THE PRICE OF ONE with this
coupor
néxt tw( months are FREE. Aler the frst three months, we will
begin biling at the §21 per month rental rate. No installabion
s charge. Some resinchions apgly. Offer expwres in 30 days

Please Call

Water Sntoms 563-9011

STATE
Ground breaking marks return of NFL football

leam s [irst season

lhursday's groundbreaking
was sweet vindication for fans
who never quite recovered from
the loss of the Houston Ohlers
after the 1996 season

“It means everything, sad
Scott Smith, 35. The Houston
man let his | | -year-old stepson,
Travis Luchak, skip school to
waltch the groundbreaking. “"We
should have never let the team
g0 in the first place.”

I he arena will “bning the out-
doors indoors, according to
McNair. Plans call for glass
walls, natural turf and an illu-
minated, retractable roof.

Work on the stadium 1s bare-
ly under way, but Houston
already 1s spinning heady
dreams of spectacular events to
come.

Momentum picked up last
week, when NFL vice president
for special events Jim Steeg said
Houston stands a “very, very
good” chance of hosting the

Reverse Osmosis Unit and receve THREE
The first month's rent s due upon instaliabon and the

LOOK for our ad on page
932 in your
Southwestemn
Bell Yellow Pages

2004 Super Bowl. Houston also
has Ms eye om the 2012
Olympics, city officials sad
Thursday

Even Bill Lamza, president of
the Dallas Cowboys Fan Club,
turmed out to celebrate profes
sional football’s return to Hous
ton

“I go back with the Cowboys,”
Lamza saxd. “But the state needs
this nvalry. It's healthy.”

in the

Tuesdays and Sundays
Midland Reporter-Telegram

PAGE SA

The league's 32nd team
remains nameless — a nickname
1S expected to be picked from
five choices by Apnl.

Money to erect the 69,500
scal stadium comes from rental
car and hotel taxes

The rest of the tab will be
picked up by McNair and the
Houston Livestock and Rodeo
Show

DARIO BELTRAN. M.D.

FAMILY PRACTICE

204 Anddrews Hhiehw g 11115
Voadland, 1N 90 A
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Help with filing basic tax returns is to be
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available free for the public at the Midland

Juluis Brooks, ,.Sr.

* Most Experienced
* Most Dedicated

Your City Council
representative for 7
1/2 years, seeks your

support for the seat of
County
Commissioner,
Precinct I111.

* Most Qualified
* Most Committed

Your vote is greatly appreciated!
March 10, 2000 is Last Day for Early Voting.

Pasd o b Madlanders for Jubmes Brook s Wilham M Mermitt, L Treasarer
MM E Wadley Mudiand TX "VAR

;ANHAM'S NURSERY
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EAST OF SAM'S & BUILDERS 3G

# el e s

'l‘mn TO PLANT

L imce tor Mre cmeorgoent weed control

Let’s talk about:

e 401K distributions & IRA rollovets

I'm Mike Hall, candidate for Midland County Sheriff in
the Republican primary, and I'm asking for your vote.

| believe it’s time to bring law enforcement back to
Midland County and put the hard-working people of

Midland County first.

o Avoiding Or minimizing taxes
e Creating a plan
e Making the right decisions for you

Call todav to receive a free consultation

682-0326

Jim Cosner

Registered Investment Advisor

3300 North “A” St. = Midland

County Public Library, 301 W. Missoun
Avenue, on hve Saturday afternoons from 2 to
4 p.m. IRS volunteers will be at the downtown
[abrary’s mecting room February 19 and 26,
March I | and 25, and Apnl 8.

[ hose needing assistance should bring the
tax package sent by the IRS wath the label; all
forms, W-2 and 1099s: information on other
income, deductions and credits; and a copy of
the 1998 tax return. Help i1s available for non-
English speaking taxpavers.

In addinion,

both

the downtown and

Centenmal Laibranes have commonly used tax

torms and

information

hnuklt‘tﬁ. l.ess

commonly used forms may be photocopied,
Internet access to the IRS is also available.

We don’t need to be chasing crooks or staging

“stings” across Texas. You're already paying state and
federal taxes for this. That's what the Texas Department
of Public Safety, Drug Enforcement Administration, and

F.B.l. are for.

| pledge that your County taxes will go to Midiand
County crime prevention and protection. I'll cooperate

15S ﬁﬂ@@ ﬁ@ b@ﬁﬂ]@ laws
enforcementSHomess s

L1
5

Mike Hall has 24 years in
law enforcement ...

* U.S. Army, three years, served in

Korea

* Sam Houston State University,

Justice

* % %

years

fully with state and federal law enforcement agencies.

As your Sheriff, I’ll stay at home and focus or running
your Sheriff's office. And I'll work with the County offi-

cials, putting you, the taxpayer, first.

I'm committed to making Midland County a better,

safer place to live.

It’s time for a change.

Bachelor of Science in Criminal

Midland Police Department
Texas Dept. of Corrections, Huntswville
Midland County Sheriff's Office, 13

Mike Hall for Sheniff ...
putting Midland County first.

FAIR « COMMITTED + EXPERENCED

FOR MIDLAND COUNTY
SHERIFF

Pol. adv., Mike Hall Campaign, Susie Hitchcock-Hall, Treasurer, Box 52007, Midland, TX 79710-2007
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Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — A former
high school basketball player sen-
tenced to five years in prnison for
hitting an opponent dunng a game
hopes a judge will reduce hus jail
term.

If the judge doesn’t change the
sentence by a Fniday legal dead-
line — and defense lawyers doubt
he will — it could be weeks or
months before |8-year-old Tony
Limon leams whether the five-year
prison term will stand.

Limon’'s lawyers plan to ask
Judge Mark Luitjen for “shock
probation” after Limon has served
more time. That means Limon
would spend up to six months in
jail, then go on probation.

They also plan to appeal to a
higher court.

The aggravated assault charge
stems from a January 1999 bas-
ketball game between South San
Antonio and East Central High
School.

As Limon and East Central
player Brent Holmes were running
on the court, Limon hit Holmes in
the head with his forearm, knock-
ing him down. Holmes suffered
cuts, a broken nose and a concus-
sion, requinng immediate hospi-
tal treatment and, ultimately,
surgery.

Though Limon takes responsi-
bility for his action and publicly
has apologized, he did not intend
to harm Holmes, said Carlos Ure-
sti, one of Limon's attomeys.

Associated Massage

First ma
2 00 Firsy massage

first gift
Reg. 35~ cCertificate

206 N. Midkiff « 6970611

BUSH 2000
* [-Shirts ® Caps
* Bumper Stickers
* Buttons

Jailed former basketball playe

AP Photo
Tony Limon wearing jail garb
and chains listens as his attor-
neys, Jack McGinnis and Car-
los Uresti, answer gquestions
during an interview March 1 at
the Bexar County Jall, in San
Antonlo.

)

“Tony just used poor judg-
ment, and, | guess, got frustrated.
He had no idea he was going to
break the kid’'s nose,” Uresti saud.

on videotape.

No foul was called for the hit,
and Lamon played the rest of the
game, which South San Antonio
lost. School officials later sus-
pended Limon for the rest of the
Season.

That spring he graduated from
South San Antonio High School,
where his classmates voted him
“Most Popular.” _

Last June, a Bexar County
grand jury indicted Limon on an
aggravated assault-senous bodily
injury charge. He agreed to plead
no contest to the charge in
exchange for a sentence that could
range from probation to six years
in prison. Limon applied for and
expected probation.

But at sentencing Feb. 7, Luit-
jen gave him five years behind
bars, citing the fact that Limon was
already on probation for an

THE INSTITUTE
OF PAIN
MANAGEMENT

JOSePH OEI, M.D.

Diplomate of American Board of

Board

Certified in Pain Management

Specializing In Medical Treatment Of Back & Neck Pain

2300 WEST MICHIGAN
MIDLAND, TX 79701

682-6291

MIDLAND LUTHERAN
PALAESTRA SCHOOL

2705

Gymnastics « Computer La

\ Music * Phonics « Certified Teachers

Fall 2000 Registration

Begins March 6
Betty Forbes, Director

Summer Program Ages 3 thru 6
May 30 - August 14, Summer

\
3
‘ Registrathon h-cglnz-i March
o
Adid Yy

Parent’s Day Out/Preschool/Kindergarten

Ages: |8 mos. - 6 years

Call for help if you have pain
from a work related, auto or

personal injury. Workers’ comp

and most insurance accepted.

W. Michigan

b » Chnistian Environment

20.

(9

i —

Your searcn
S Over.

We guarantee you the best computer
for the money at Gateway Country.

CALL Gateway Direct

1.888.825.6441

CLICK Gateway.com

Gateway En Espanol

1.800.555.2052
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Visit a Gateway Country” store near you.

STATE
r hopes for lighter sentence

attempted burglary. The judge has
until Fnday, 30 days after sen-

tencing, to change his mind about!

the punishment.

Al the Bexar County Jail last
week, Limon — weanng an
orange jail jumpsuit, s and
leg shackles — told reporters that
South San Antonio coach Gary
Durbon approved of his hitting
Holmes.

“He told me it's about ume
someone shed blood,” Limon
said.

Durbon disputes that statement.

“I totally deny the accusation,”
Durbon said Thursday. He
declined to say anything further
without his lawyer's approval.

NEW
SPRING
FASHIONS

ARF?I\/U\JQ DAILY!

’
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IRS

PROBLEMIS?

VETERAN EX-IRS AGENTS & TAX PROFESSIONALS

Never Meet with the

ree Tax Settlement Analysis:
Conhdential imternew in Our Local Office

800-925-9609

IRS - Settie for Pemnies on the Dollar - Guaranteed Results

Free “insider™ Report:
“How to End IRS Problems Forever'”

888-807-7464

24 Hour Recorded Message
www.jkharris.com

_.the (Nation's) most successfil tax - resolution company ” - The Wall Swreet Jownal

JK Harris &

| Kidney Stones; Shock Wave Lithotripsy Bedwetting

DANIEL KHOURI MD, FRCS

BOARD CERTIFIED IN ADULT AND PEDIATRIC UROLOGY
FELLOW OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

682-0574 « 682-0575

IPERMIAN BASIN UROLOGY|

In Office Vasectomy  Prostate Diseases and Cancer |

| Vasectomy Reversal Bladder Infections and Cancer |
| Impotence; Infertility W Diseases and Cancer
incontinence and Leakage - Children’s Infections
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Now you can be sure you're getting the best technology at the best price. Just call or bring in any competitor's ad 10 a Gatgway
Country store, and we'll prove why Gateway should be your choice. Only Gateway Country offers knowledgeable sales advice and
training, builds your technology to order and gives you these great incentives:

* Free Epson® Color printer with the Gateway Essential 433¢°
» Deferred payments for 90 days if you buy now’
* A $400 mail-in rebate for signing up with CompuServe 2000 Premier Iinternet Service*

If you're still not convinced, we'll even give you $25 toward add-ons at the Accessory Store at Gateway.com™ °

Gatewa

COUNTRY

™™

Ad Code: 001190
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By Connie Mabin

Associated Press

AUSTIN — It's an awards
show with all the flash of a Hol-
lywood event: big names, live
music and a swank stage.

But with all the attitude of
Austin: The red carpet will be
rolled out for high-tech heavy hit-
ters Friday as part of opening night
festivities for the South by South-
west music, film and multimedia
festival.

“This fits under the 'City of
Ideas’ umbrella, which i1s Austin’'s
theme,” said Gary Thompson,
executive director of Texas Elec-
tronic Commerce Association, or
Texas eComm.

“We thought, " You know, what
would be the intersection of e-
commerce and business that
would be kind of hip and thought
wouldn’t the first Friday of South
by Southwest be fun?”

The first-ever Texas eComm
Ten Awards to recognize Texas'
Internet pioneers is sponsored by
Thompson’s newly-formed high-
tech trade group of the same
name.

Dell Computer Corp. head hon-
cho Michael Dell is scheduled to
deliver the keynote speech and
CBS anchor Dan Rather will
host the event at the Four Seasons
Hotel.

Other notables include Austin
Mayor Kirk Watson and Vision
Master CEO Andrew “Flip” Fil-
ipowski.

“It is to recognize the people

'behind e-commerce,” Thompson

said Thursday. “Other ones tend
to be company focused, but we
realized for as intricate as e-com-
merce is, we needed to have an
event that anchors it, that realizes
behind all of these Web sites and
all of those businesses is all of
those people.”

Austin software company
Vignette Corp. co-founder Neil
Webber will pull double duty Fri-
day night — he’s scheduled to
perform with his band, Monkey on
the Bed.

The awards show is an exam-
ple of what South by Southwest
co-founder Roland Swenson calls
the “convergence factor” and the
festival’s attempt to keep up with
it.

“We felt that filmmaking,
music and interactive technology
were all kind of heading towards
this merger where the difference
between the film industry and the
music industry and the interactive
industry was going to be pretty
hard to detect,” Swenson said.

“We felt like that by launching
those events when we did, that
would position us in the future to
kind of reflect whatever that

occurrence was going to be,” he

sand.

Though names won't be

BECAUSE

SMALL THINGS

WQ felt that
flimmaking, music
and interactive
technology were all
kind of heading
towards this

merger ...’
— Roland Swenson,
founder of South by
Southwest

released until Frniday night,
Thompson said the first winners
of the statewide award are a

precedent-setting symbol of
Texas' burgeoning high-tech con-
necton.

“You really see why Austin and
Texas is sort of ground zero for
the new economy. We 're not try-
ing to catch up with Silicon Val-
ley. Austin and the state 1s
redefining itself as the heart of the
new economy,” he said.

The 50-member and growing
Texas Electronic Commerce
Association began last year n
Austin as a way for members 1o
discuss the industry, develop pub-
lic policy and offer resources to
prospective businesses. The group
expanded this year by adding

NURSING HOME NEGLECT

WE ARE CURRENTLY

ACCEPTING CASES

INVOLVING NURSING HOME AND HOME CARE

NURSING ABUSE AND NEGLECT.

IF A FAMILY

MEMBER OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW SUFFERS OR
HAS SUFFERED FROM BEDSORES, OR HAS BEEN
INJURED IN A NURSING HOME, THEY MAY HAVE A

CLAIM FOR NEGLIGENCE,

BEDSORES ARE

PREVENTABLE, BUT THEIR RESULTS CAN BE
CATASTROPHIC. OVER MEDICATION AND ABUSE

ARE ALSO NOT UNCOMMON.

IF YOU SUSPECT

ABUSE OR NEGLECT, CONTACT R. MIKE BORLAND
AT THE LAW OFFICES OF BORLAND & BORLAND,
213 N. MAIN, MIDLAND, TEXAS AT (915) 684-5290 OR
(800) 648-5290. FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION. See

our website, www.borlandlaw.com
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL SPECIALIZATION

Look for our ad on page 44 in
your Southwestern Bell Yellow Pages.
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e X . ﬂnngs mlttu' like a breath of fresh air with a new Puron System air conditioner
from the Bosworth Company Wxth ozone-friendly refrigerate, the Puron System

Clmmg
&1 "TWO DAYS ONLY
{ FRL 9am-Gpme SAT. dam-4pm

j If you ever wisbed for an Bmbroidery Machine,
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Discontinued models 50%

24 Off, Floor models, extra $25

Of. Al machines & sergers
discounted!

All Fabric 50% Off

' é (Fabric Sale Ends 12:00 on Sal.)

4\ A]lnotions,threads ott lights and
-“{_; memory cards (i Stock only) 30% Off

*So, clean up with Cool Savings at Bosworth. It's worth the call.

BOSWORTH Worh e . 70-5233

Selected systems, including Puron.  See Bosworth for details
Offer good through March 10, 2000. with approved credit. while supplies last
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NATION
Dell, Rather to appear at first high-tech awards

offices in Dallas and Houston.
South by Southwest, which
began in 1986 as a way 10 hink
local musicians with industry
professionals, starts Fnday and
runs through March 19. It features
more than 800 bands, 150 film
screenings, mulumedia trade
shows and educational panels.
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COKE

SPRITE

2 Ltr. Bottle

Assorted
Varieties

Prices Good Throuc

PREPAREDNESS FOR
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Please join the EPA and the Midland/Odessa Local Emergency Planning
Committees (LEPC) for an important workshop

Airport Conference Center
9506 La Force Boulevard, Midland, TX

®® No pre-registration necessary

®0 Not to be missed by: -+ Environmental / Safety Managers

For further information contact, Dennis C. Hof, Texas Department of Heaith
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MIDLAND STORES ONLY

215 Andrews Hwy. ° 00 N. Midland Dr.

DIET COKE

Prices Good Through 3/1

GANDY'S 1/2 GAllON
ICE CREAM

h3/12/00
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FROM 2595

Spa Enclosures, Spa Covers, Pools,
Spa & Pool Chemicals & Accessones

Family 1200 W. Business |-20 E
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Deep Root Feeding Program

Licensed & Bonded

ey MLAZA

ASSOCIATED LANDSCAPE
LCONTRACTORS OF AMFRICA

3300 FAIRGROUNDS
SE@SEL 682-4500

STORE HOURS: MON-SAT. 9:00-6:00 * SUNDAY 10:00-5:00

Texas Nuﬁtr}
Landscape Assocaton
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EMERGENCY

PREPAREDNESS - PREVENTION . RESPONSE «f

A SAFETY CONTINUUM

8:00 am- 4:00pm
March 16-17

» Local Emergency Planning Committee members
» Oil and Gas Industry Representatives

+ Fire and Police

+ And Other Concerned Citizens

800-452-2791

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAMLN

ryr

DRUG STORES

Prices Good Through 3/1
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U.S. helicopters deliver aid to Mozambican flood victims

BEIRA, Mozambique (AP) — After
several days of waiting in neighboring
South Afnica for the go-ahead, U.S. heli-
copters touched down Thursday and
began speedily delivering thousands of
pounds of rice to hungry flood victims.
But heavy rains kept aid from most of
the country.

With aid agencies unable to reach
scores of muddy, squalid makeshift
camps in southern Mozambique, food
could run out soon, said Lindsey Davies,
spokeswoman for the World Food Pro-
gram. More than a guarter-mulhon peo-
ple were jammed into camps there.

Thursday’s daylong downpour ‘just
made a bad situation worse,’’ said
Davies. Forecasters said the rains were
expected to continue through Sunday.

The shipment by the U.S. Air Force of
15,000 pounds of rice and other aid went
smoothly, and forces were able to deliv-

er sacks to villages along the hard-hit
Save River valley in central Mozam-
bique, where the sun was shining. U.S.
aid had intended to focus on central
Mozambique.

Continued rain was a nightmare out-
side of destitute Mozambique, as well.
Aud agencies Thursday rushed food, med-
icine and blankets to more than 700,000
flood victims in the nearby Indian
Ocean island of Madagascar. Flooding
in recent weeks has killed 130 people.

The U.S. military’s relief mission had
stalled Wednesday in South Africa as
commanders waited for a go-ahead
from aid agencies over when and where
to deliver aid. Air Force Col. Steve Eddy,
head of air operations for the U.S. mis-
sion, said lingening problems were
resolved in meetings with agency rep-
resentatives late Wednesday and early
Thursday.

s and ad workers
aboard the three U.S. Air Force Black-
hawk helicopters that landed in the
stecamy, Mozambican port city of Beira
witnessed firsthand the destruction
wrought by two cyclones and nearly four
weeks of constant rain that began in ear-
ly February.

Up to a million Mozambicans were

Air Force

made homeless or lost their livelihood as

the result of the floods. Aid agency offi-
cials expect the death toll to soar into the
thousands.

““There was massive destruction —
water still up to the rooftops, trees down,
dead animals in the water,’’ said Abby
Spring, a WFP spokeswoman who was
aboard one of the helicopters.

Soldiers from other countries already
transporting aid were uni sed by the
launch of the U.S. military’s relief
effort.

"“The Hollywood show is here,"”’ said
one German military pilot as the com-
mander of the U.S, relief mussion, Air
Force Maj. Gen. Joseph Wehrle, arrived
in Beira aboard a specially equipped C-
130 cargo plane. Greeting him were 30
journalists and a wall of television cam-
eras.

Several U.S. airmen said they under-
stood that the troops already in place
might resent the high-profile arrival of
the American forces.

‘I understand where they’'re coming
from,”” said Staff Sgt. T.P. Smith, of
Pomeroy, Ohio. ‘“They’ve been busting
their rears. But it’s the luck of the draw.™

Smith said his 41st Rescue Squadron
had postponed its return home to Moody
Air Force Base in Georgia after serving
for two months in Turkey to participate
in the relief mission, dubbed **Operation

Soon after the Amencans amrived in
Beira Thursday Mozambican Prime
Munister Pascoal Mocumbi flew in and
reassured the helicopter crews they had
ammved in time.

"“"We need aircraft because there are
still lives to be saved,’’ Mocumbi said.
"“If there is one life to be saved, you're
never late.”’

Still, Mocombi said he took pride that
during the most critical phase of the
flooding, nearby African states had
borme the bulk of the aid operation.

South Afncan helicopters plucked
more than 14,000 Mozambicans to safe-
ty from the floodwaters while Malawi,
one of the world’s poorest countries, res-
cued another 1,100. The tiny kingdom of
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Russian jet crash
kills nine, raises
fears of terrorism

MOSCOW (AP) — Investi-
gators examined the data
recorders of a wrecked pas-
senger jet Thursday for clues
to a crash that killed all nine
people aboard, including a
prominent journalist and a top
oil executive.

The Thursday morning
crash of the private Yak-40 jet
at Moscow’'s Sheremetyevo
airport dominated Russian
television news programs.
The extensive coverage
included speculation that the
crash was a terrorist act.

The capital’s nerves have
been on edge since apartment
bombings blamed on Chechen
rebels killed some 300 people
in Moscow and two other
Russian cities last fall.

One of the crash victims, oil
executive Ziya Bazhayev,
was a Chechen. Bazhayev had
been pressured by Chechen
separatists to help [inance
their war and he ‘‘was often
threatened,” Alexander
Zdanovich, a spokesman for
the Federal Security Service, PIONEER
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about 150 feet. It was carrying

five crew members and four

passengers, including well- —

known Moscow journalist SONY NANDYGAM ' SHARPY
v o ble R PANASONIC

Artyom Borovik, the Emer- CAMCORDER RE £
” PALMCORDER .
MTH 1-5 cmm EMDRBER . SHARP HI FI

gency Situations Ministry
il SWIVELSCREEN™ SAMCORBER
- e O o LCD MONITOR,
- P 18x OPTICAL

Kiev, the capital of Ukraine. 150x DIGITAL ZOOM
Borovik was en route there to s GRS Sustuns tnage Sl
work on a story about a Pack - Buit-in Auto Light
Ukrainian plant that report-

edly is being taken over by a
Russian financial group, the
ITAR-Tass news agency said,
citing a source in Borovik's
publishing company, Top
Secret.

The company publishes a
newspaper by that name that
includes investigative
reports. It also produced a
television program.

Along with his work in Rus- e | g i=lis
sia, Borovik was widely rec- — | o -
ognized overseas. He was a -
special correspondent and - l'[ s &
interpreter in Moscow for o i i B B
CBS’ ‘60 Minutes’’ news pro- Memory + 4 A
gram. He began his career as
a war correspondent In
Afghanistan, and in 1992 he
became the [irst Russian
journalist to win the US.- s
based Overseas Press Club’s 1 799
prestigious Edward R. Mur-
row Award. SHARP 0.7 CU. FT
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promised Thursday to con- EXPRESS DEFROST
duct an independent investi- & TEN POWER LEVELS
gation into the crash, NTV |
television reported.

The Yak-40 is a medium-
range Soviet-era aircraft that
carries 20 to 30 people. Police
said the aircraft’s flight data
recorder had been recovered
and was being examined, the
ITAR-Tass news agency
reported.

So far, investigators are
studying ‘‘technical aspects of
the tragedy,” the news
agency said.

The jet was not equipped
with a cockpit voice recorder,
NTV reported. It had been in
operation for 24 years and
was to be taken out of service
next year, the news agency
Interfax reported.
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IVANOVO, Russia (AP) -
For a candidate who insists he's
100 busy being president to cam-
paign, Viadimur Putin is spending
a lot of ume on the road, running
one of the shckest election cam-
paigns Russians have ever seen.

Cnisscrossing the vast country
on tnps described as official
business, the acting president
has reached out to interest groups,
building support for the March 26
presidential election — and giv-
ing himself an apparently unbeat-
able lead.
~ ""People in the executive must
prove their worth by their con-
crete deeds, not advertising,”’
Putin told reporters, insisting
that he was not campaigning on
a visit this week to Ivanovo.

It seems to be working with
Russia’s disillusioned voters,
who are tired of empty promises
after a decade of democracy fol-
lowing the Soviet collapse.
Putin s image as a tough leader
who can get things done goes
down well with voters, even
though he rarely offers specific
policies.

"*He's a master of his word,
who doesn’t give empty promis-
es,”” said Lyuba Belova, 34, a
worker at the New Ivanovo weav-
ing plant, which Putin visited.
““*So what if he’'s a former KGB
man? That means he’s a well-dis-
ciplined person, and discipline 1s

what our country needs most of
all.”’

Putin’'s 11 nvals seem almost
mvisible. The acting president has
the support of about 60 percent of
voters, with Communist leader
Gennady Zyuganov in second
place with 20 percent, opinion
polls say

Apart from the daily TV
accounts of Putin’s activities as
president and his trips to the
provinces, there are few signs that
Russia is less than three weeks
from a cntical election. Putin has
not accepted Zyuganov's chal-
lenge (o debate him and i1ssues
have barely surfaced.

Unlike the 1996 election, when
Bons Yeltsin defeated Zyuganov
by dwelling on fears of a Com-
munist comeback, few people
take the Communists senously
anymore. Yeltsin resigned Dec.
31 and named Putin acting pres-
ident, giving him a big edge at
winning a full four-year term.

“Only elderly people nostalgic
of the old times will vote for
Zyuganov,' ' said Yelena Rusova,
another worker at the weaving
plant.

The candidates’ platforms are
vague, with Putin and his nvals
all pledging to ensure economic
growth,improve miserable liv-
ing standards, combat corruption
and crime, and restore Russia as
a great power.

NATO head denies spy leaked Kosovo plans

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) —
NATO Secretary-General Lord
Robertson on Thursday denied
reports that a spy within NATO
headquarters passed information
to Serbia on planned air strikes
duning last year s Kosovo cam-
paign.

“*“We have no knowledge and
no evidence that the air tasking
order was ever leaked to the
Serbs,”” Robertson told reporters.

The Bntish Broadcasting Corp.
released details Thursday of a
documentary alleging that a mole
supplied information on the
allies’ strike plans and flight
paths in the first two weeks of the
air campaign, allowing Serbs to
move roops and equapment away
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from intended NATO targets.

NATO launched its 78-day
bombing campaign of
Yugoslavia in March 1999 to
force President Slobodan Milo-
sevic to halt his crackdown
against ethmc Albanians in the
southern province of Kosovo.

Serb forces shot down a U.S.
stealth bomber during the con-
thet.

The BBC program, *“‘Moral
Combat: NATO at War, ' claims
that an internal classified repon
prepared for senior U.S. defense
officials concluded that the Serbs
had information on air raids and
reconnaissance flights. The pro-
gram is to be broadcast Sunday.
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Zyuganov talks about rolling
back market reforms and reviv-
Ing Soviet-era economic con-
trols. Putin says he will go on with
market reform, while boosting
state economic oversight to
ensure everyone gets a fair break.

"“The choice isn't between
Putin and Zyuganov. It's a ques-
tion of to be or not to be for Rus-
sia,  the Communist chief said
recently, adding that Putin’s pro-
gram ‘‘is murderous for Russia.”™

A group of economic experts,
including reformers, has been
working oul an economic pro-
gram for Putin, but it’s not clear
when it will be unveiled.

"I think that it would be
offered to the public even before
the election,”” Putin said on a
recent trip, then quickly added:
“*Surely, before the election.”’

Putin has focused on reaching
out to the country’'s various inter-
est groups, such as local govem-
ment officials, farm workers and
factory crews, showing interest in
the problems each segment faces.

In Ivanovo, a major textile cen-
ter 190 mules east of Moscow,
Putin was targeting two groups at
once — industrial workers and
women. So many women work in
the city that it 1s known as *"The
City of Bnides.™

The visit coincided with Inter-
national Women's Day on
Wednesday — a national holiday
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WORLD
Putin dominates presidential race with ‘non-campaign’

when women traditionally
recetve gifts and flowers. Putin
spoke about reviving the textile
industry, then complhimented his
mostly female audience

"“The official purpose of this
tnp 1s to attend an official meet
ing dedicated to prospects of light
industnies, but the real reason is
to visit Ivanovo ... the women's
capital on the eve of March
8.”" he said Tuesday as the hall
burst into applause. "‘We owe
everything to women."’

But Putin prefers to address big
official gatherings and rarely
seems comfortable chatung with
people, rarely going out to press
the flesh. Not that the voters seem
to mund.

"*He has a lot of work to do, he

-has no ume to lose.’’ Belova said

as Putin rushed through her work-
shop without stopping to talk to
any of the adminng workers.
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having diabetes.
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Decision now
tests voters
on Bush, Gore

he bevy of Republican and

Democratic candidates seeking

their party’s nomination for presi-
dent has now been reduced to two —
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, the GOP
hopeful, and Vice President Al Gore, who
will carry the Democratic banner.

But that doesn’t diminish the impor-
tance of Tuesday's Texas primanes or the
other primaries still to be held. In fact, if
anything, those elections may be even
more important now because the candi-
dates are competing for a smaller pool of
undecided voters.

Over the next few
weeks, Bush and
Gore will be compet-
ing, essentially, for

the middle ground:
the independent vot- weeks, Bush

ers that will deer-  @and Gore will
mine the outcome of D@ competlng.
this year's presiden-  @gsentially, for

0ver the
next few

tal clection. ~ the middle
nterestingly, while ]

some of those inde- ground'dt:'.
pendents see Bush as "‘d.pen nt
too conservative for voters that

will determine
the outcome
of this year’s
presidential
election.

their political tastes,
others find Gore too
liberal for theirs.
Attracting those vot-
ers 1s critical to both
campaigns, although
most analysts believe
that it will be a
tougher sell for Bush than for Gore.

Al this point in the campaign, voters
need to determine the difference between
the candidates. One of the important
Issues remaining is campaign finance
reform and getting the facts about how
each candidate proposes to deal with
reform will be crucial to deciding who to
cast a vote for.

But finance reform isn’t the only issue
in this presidential race and as the year
progresses other issues may arise to better
define the difference between Gore and
Bush. One of the most important issues 1s
always money — where the candidates
stand on federal spending and taxation.
But other top concerns involve Social
Security, environmental laws and military
spending. '

This election is far from over. The
Texas primary next week won’t end it.
Voters need to begin determining which
candidate is really addressing their gut
concerns.

ToDAY IN HISTORY

Today is Friday, March 10, the 70th day of 2000.
There are 296 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On March 10, 1876, the first successful voice trans-
mission over Alexander Graham Bell's telephone took
place in Boston as his assistant heard Bell say, ‘“Mr.

‘Watson, come here. | want you."’

On this date:

In 1848, the Senate ratified the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo, ending the war with Mexico.

In 1880, the Salvation Army arrived in the United
States from England.

In 1949, Nazi wartime broadcaster Mildred E.
Gillars, also known as *‘Axis Sally,’’ was convicted
in Washington D.C. of treason. (She served 12 years
in prison and died in 1988.)

In 1965, Neil Simon's play ““The Odd Couple,””
starring Walter Matthau as Oscar Madison and Ant
Camney as Felix Unger, opened on Broadway.

In 1969, James Earl Ray pleaded guilty in Mem-
phis, Tenn., to the assassination of Martin Luther King
Jr. (Ray later repudiated that plea, maintaining his
innors in prison before being released in January
1993.)

Five years ago: Former Mexican President Carlos
Salinas de Gortari fled to the United States.

One year ago: During a visit to Guatemala, Presi-
dent Clinton acknowledged the U.S. role in Central
America’s ‘‘dark and painful pariod’’ of civil wars
amd repression. -

WiLLIAM MURCHISON

What's wrong with liking the Religious Right?

to make is that, yes, these questions do bear talk-
ing about, because they affect the gpality of the
life we lead together. '

For that matter, they affect life itself: e.g.,
when may the state intervene to protect unborn

tural decline, and for life.”’
So why did John McCain
disfigure his remarks with an
attack on Pat Robertson and
Jerry Falwell, then press the
attack still harder next day?

Because he wanted votes?
Well, yes, there's always
that.

But the implication here is
that votes are to be had by
beating up on some mythic

“‘religious right’* that stands Murchsion

ready to strip Americans of
their liberties.

There are indeed Americans who believe so.
Many others doubt it. We’ve got a problem here
that goes beyond whether John McCain or
George Bush snags the GOP presidential nom-
ination; beyond, for that matter, whether Bob
Jones U., site of the George Bush speech that
provoked the McCain speech, allows interracial

dating and disses the Pope.

Once more, hardly for the first time in our
comparatively brief national history, we are tack-
ling “‘transcendent questions,’’ the kind of ques-
tions you can't resolve in a voting booth.

Once more, as when Julia Ward Howe tied
Jesus Christ and the Union armies together in
one neat ideological package (''The Battle Hymn
of the Republic'’), we are in for the long haul.

Slavery and race are transcendent questions;
likewise, to borrow Sen. McCain's formulation,

he senior senator from Arizona made
some good points in his now-famous
Virginia Beach speech: the futility of
attempts ‘‘to build a wall around our party,’” and
the value of “‘the fight against pornography, cul-

OPINION

ment”?

gious right’’

in political arenas.

are pornography, cultural decline, and life.

One canard needs knocking in the head before
we proceed, that J. Falwell and P. Robertson are
the dark generalissimos behind a misbegotien
attempt to impose Southern Baptist values on
secular hife. Ah, not exactly.

What, come to think of it, has poor old Jerry
Falwell done lately to get his name in the papers,
besides sit through John McCain's bombard-

As for Robertson, you might think political
activism were as much his own right as it is, er,
hmmm, Jesse Jackson's right.

The Rev. Jesse can rise up in the name of the
Lord and the Democratic Party, and never a word
of reproach is uttered by those who cheer Sen.
McCain’s assaults on Robertson.

Up in New York last Sunday, the noted sen-
atorial candidate, Hillary Rodham Clinton,
delivered what the New York Times called “‘a
political address from the pulpit’’ of the River-
side Church, on crime and race.

Did liberal voices strain with anguish over
such a breach of church-state separation? No
voice that has penetrated my own ear.

The difference here is worth noting, Race
questions, such as the ones Rev. Jesse special-
izes in and would-be Sen. Clinton exploits, are
questions of citizenship: non-arguable and off
the table for discussion purposes.

Not so those questions with which the *‘reli-
wearies us,
“lifestyle.’’ Citizenship, as liberals tend to see
it, puts “‘lifestyle’’ questions to the side.

They become no-consequence, none-of-your-
business questions that don’t bear talking about

The whole point the *‘religious right’” wants

babies”’

Friday, March 10, 2000

To let a Bible-walloping Jesse Jackson define
“civil nghts’’ for everybody else, and simul-
tancously disparage attempts (such as Jackson

once endorsed) to restrict abortion, it makes no

SCNSC.

Wait: It makes a kind of sense. If what you
seek 1s political victory, and you see the
chance to embarrass or shut up your political
opponents, go ahead.

This 1s where we have been since, approxi-
mately, the moment Jerry Falwell first showed
his face outside Lynchburg, VA.

Are the religiously right always right? No
more so than other, in suitably religious terms,
fallen human beings. Haven't they the night, even
so, to put their case without being branded
threats to 1) the Republican Party, 2) the nation,
and 3) peace on Earth? You might think so.

Bad news, my fellow Americans: We're nev-
er going to resolve all these questions. That
means continued headaches for politicians.

Good news, at the same time: Democracy pro-
vides means of accommodation and reconcili-
ation, provided we listen to others rather than
ransack Webster's for names our opponents
questions of haven't yet been called.

Our *‘conservative reformer,” ' John McCain,
should know all this. If he does, he isn’t show-
ing it. Sigh.

William Murchison’s column is distributed

by Creators Syndicate, Inc.

Newspaper’s coverage
should be unbiased, fair

Bobby Burns has been trustwor-
thy, professionally and personally.
As elder, he handled church conflict
swith honor and forbearance.

As mayor, he tries to build
bridges and heal conflicts. He turns
the other cheek and admits mis-
takes.

He is a man of honor and integri-
ty, a man who would never lie or
intentionally deceive.

Consider, please, the role of our
newspaper in recent local contro-
versies.

For years, the Midland Reporter-
Telegram was criticized as agent for
the chamber and city government.
News that would make Midland
look bad was omitted.

Recent reporting 1s aggressively
investigative with the public's
right-to-know the stated goal.
Good, the newspaper should be our
“watchdog.”

But, readers, beware — writer
bias and slant. Printing doesn’t
establish truth; don’t make assump-
tions based on mere possibilities.

Good reporting reveals facts and
presents both sides fairly, without
bias.

Reporter lan Heald inserts sus-
picions that should be posed to par-
ties involved instead of readers.

In an article reporting stadium
costs, Heald paired the new esti-
mates with the off-site costs which

caused misunderstanding and much
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

outcry.

Reporters are to report news, not
create it.

Some Midlanders react to news-
paper “revelations” like crowds
who honored Jesus as a king only
to cry “Crucify!” one week later.

While council members are not
sinless like Christ, they don’t
deserve being tarred as deliberate
deceivers and hars.

Burns apologized for the coun-
cil’'s mistake in presenting the
costs of the sports complex, a fail-
ure to clarify costs beyond those to
be paid with sales tax.

Apparently, the figures were
available since some leaders who
had access to all the cost estimates
have admitted that they failed to
read them.

Midlanders should be more for-
giving of mistakes and failures and
insist on proof not just suspicions.

Perhaps a forgiving, cooperative
attitude would facilitate solving oth-
er dilemmas, such as school bound-
aries.

Don’t be led by pipers spilling
suspicions into the air.

Let's spend our efforts to find
ways to work together. Together
we can accomplish wonders; divid-
ed we will surely fall.

Mina Fitting

Painter helps comfort
Survivors of Homicide

| would like to thank Shenff Gary
Painter for all of his hard work and

dedication to the Survivors of
Homicide group.

In the last six years since this
group was started he has gone
beyond he call of duty to help give
us a place for our meetings and by
supporting the “Tree of Angels,”
Vicum's Crime Week, and cach and
every family that has had to face
losing their loved ones due to
someone's senseless act.

He has been there to write letters
to keep the murderers behind bars.

And by giving a helping hand
wherever it was needed. | thank him
again for all his support, and ded-
ication to the Survivors of Homi-
cide group.

Elishia Garvin
(Jip Poole Family)

Van Stavern should be

county commissioner

Midland is extremely fortunate to
have attracted so many talented
people interested in running for
public office.

In the Midland County Precinct
| County Commissioner's race,
my family is supporting Rob Van
Stavern.

He knows and understands the
primary role and responsibilities of
the commissioner’s court, which is
to set policies and to administer tax-
payer dollars in the form of a bud-
get.

Rob Van Stavern has many
strong qualities that will be bene-
ficial as a county commissioner.,

He has extensive experience in
long-range planning and evaluation,
as well as training in the Red Cross
Disaster Relief (Federal Emer-
gency Management Administra-
tion.)

Van Stavern has served 26 years
in the military police and civil
affaurs.

He is a Vietnam veteran receiv-
ing |18 military awards and deco-
rations.

For the past 18 years, Van Stav-
ern has served as an eclementary
principal and was named the 1997
Texas Elementary Principal of the
Year.

Join us in supporting Rob Van
Stavern for county commissioner,
Precinct 1.

George & Jackie Hamilton

Senior citizens can’t
support Sports Complex

In regard to the Scharbauer
Sports Complex, the city fathers
were not honest with the people

about the cost.

They want this for the younger
people, but the older people will be
the ones paying for it. Our senior
citizens cannot afford this increase
In taxes.

What would Midland do if all of
the people against this took their
shopping out of Midland? There
would be no way to pay for it.

Call for a revote.
Leon Freeman

WHOM 1O WRITE

Following is a list of the names and
addresses of various state and feder-
al officials Midlanders may wish to
contact from time-to-time:

PRESIDENT: Bill Clinton (D), The
President, The White House, 1600
Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, D.C.
20500 or call (202) 456-1414, Fax (202)
456-2461.

Senators: Kay Bailey Hutchison
(R), 284 Russell Senate Office Build-
ing, Washington, D.C. 20510 or call
(202) 224-5922, Fax (202) 224-0776; or
write to Kay Bailey Hutchison, Suite
1160 Commerce, OB606, 10440 N. Cen-
tral Expressway, Dallas, TX. 75231.

Phil Gramm (R), 370 Russell Bldg.,
Washington, D.C. 20510 or call (202)
224-2934, Fax (202) 228-2856.

Representative: Larry Combest
(R), District 19, 1026 Longworth

Building, Washington D.C. 20515 or
call 550-0743, Fax 550-0852.

Representative: Lamar Smith (R),

District 21, 2231 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20515 or call (202) 225-4236. Fax (202)
225-8628: or 4305 N. Garfield, Suite
228B, Midland, Texas 79705, or call
687-5232, Fax 687-5234.

Representative: Henry Bonilla (R),
District 23, 1427 Longworth, Wash-
ington, D.C., 20515-4323 or call (202)
2254511, Fax (202) 225-2237; or 4400 N.
Big Spring, Suite 211, Midland, Texas
79705, or call 686-8833, Fax 686-8819.

Governor: George W. Bush (R),
State Capitol Building, Austin, Texas
78701 or call (512)463-2000
- 463-1849. .
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Overcoming resistance

. from Republican conservatives but not President

Clhinton, the House debated legislaton Thursday that
combines a $1 boost in the minimum wage with a
$122 billion tax cut intended to soften the wage

' ipcrease s impact on employers.

Republicans staged the twin votes to prevent
Democrats from pushing through their own muni-
mum wage increase, which has strong support from
Northeastern Republican moderates who want to
defuse it as a campaign issue in the November elec-
ons.

““The question is whether we take a thoughtful

approach and a balanced approach, or whether we
have an ill-conceived bill foisted upon us,”” said Rep.
Rick Lazio, R-N.Y., a main of the GOP bill.

SpONSOr
The House planned votes later Thursday on leg-
islation that would increase the $5.15-an-hour min-

Researchers
find way to

predict solar
disturbances

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Solar waves that interfere with
satellite transmissions — and
were blamed for a power black-
out in Canada in 1989 — have
long eluded timely detection by
scientists. Now, researchers have
found telltale ripples from the sun
that enable them to predict these
disturbances weeks in advance.

Solar physicists analyzing data
from the Solar and Heliospheric
Observatory (SOHO) said mea-
suring the speed of waves mov-
ing through the great gas ball of
the sun lets them detect distur-
bances that start on the far side
and then rotate into view.

“This gives a week to two
weeks waming, ' said Douglas
Braun, a solar physicist and co-
author of a study appeaning Fn-
day in the journal Science.
““Such a prediction could be
important because it would give
time to wam the crew of a
manned mission to Mars, or
astronauts working outside the
International Space Station.”

Powerful bursts of electro-
magnetic energy and particle
radiation can erupt from the sun
and send waves toward the Earth.
The eruptions can disrupt radio
communication and cause surges
in electrical power transmissions
systems on Earth. Some black-
outs have occurred in the past.
Unusually large solar flares were
believed responsible for a huge
blackout in March 1989 that left
almost 6 million people in Que-
bec without heat or electricity.

These energy waves also pose
a particular hazard to satellites,
to spacewalking astronauts and,
perhaps one day, to the crew of
spacecraft en route to Mars.

Braun, a researcher with
Northwest Research Associates
in Boulder, Colo., said that nght
now, space weather predictions
must wait until satellites detect
the distinctive markings on the
face of the sun that precede an
eruption. These markings first
appeared on the far side of the
sun, but could not be seen. Hav-
ing to wait until the active region
is in view means there could be
only a day or two of waming, he
said.

With the new technique dis-
covered by Braun and Charles
Lindsey, a scientist with Solar
Physics Research Corp. of Tuc-
son, Ariz., it may be possible to
forecast a solar up to two weeks
in advance.

Braun said the SOHO satellite

pulses racing through the super-
heated plasma of the sun. He and
Lindsey found that some of these
waves had a pattern suggesting
they were affected by distur-
bances on the far side of the sun.

‘““These waves are coming
from all over the place,”” Braun
said. ‘“The trick is pick out the
ones that have gone all of the way

bounced back.
‘““Measuring this travel time
indicates if is an active

Because the sun rotates every
27 days, it could be weeks before
a disturbance on the far side
rotates into view and becomes a
threat to Earth, he said.

The researchers, checking
archived data from SOHO, found
what could be the signature of

and then related this pattem to lat-
er views that showed active
regions on the front face of the
sun. Braun said the timing
matched, proving that the npple
pattern they found on the near
side was caused by activity on the

Braun said the ripples seen on
this side of the sun are caused by
sound waves that flash through
the center of the sun. Since the
sun is, in effect, a dense and tor-
rid ball of gas, he said, ‘it is a
perfect medium for sound

When the sound waves pulse
through the sun, they create a vis-
ible motion in the plasma seen on
this side of the sun. It is this vis-
ible motion that the researchers
interpret, said Braun.

Action Lane ........ 369888

Lexington

Salem House S1 07888

imum wage by $1 over two years, or possibly a
three-year increase like that in a Senate-passed bill.
Votes also were set on the tax legislation, two-thirds
of which consists of cuts in estate taxes,

Even if the bill meets Clinton’s wish for a two-
year wage boost, the president repeated Thursday
he would veto the measure if it included large tax
cuts. Clinton contends the tax relief dispropor-
lionately benefits the wealthy and would consume
a chunk of the projected budget surplus that could
be used to shore up Social Security and Medicare.

“Once again, the Republican leadership has
derailed what should be a simple vote on the min-
imum wage with a maximum of political maneu-
vening, Chinton said. ‘*Congress should send me
a bill I can sign, not one | have to veto.”

Republicans, however, contended the tax pack-
age would offset the costs to business of raising the

NATION
House ties $1 minimum wage boost to $122 billion tax cut

mimmum wage, which many in the GOP view as
a job-killer and hindrance 10 new investment or
expansion

“Our point 1s sumply, let's find some tax relief
10 cushion the blow, ' said Rep. Rob Portman, R
Ohio

Much of the debate centered on the estate tax cuts.
Costing $78.6 billion over 10 years, they were por-
trayed by Democrats as a giveaway primarily for
people with incomes over $319,000 a year. Democ-
rals were prevented from offering their own, small-
er tax package for small business.

"“"We're not fighting any tax relief. We're fight-
ing for the nght kind of tax rehief, " sad Rep. Sander
Levin, D-Mich

GOP sponsors said current estate taxes actually
prevent small businesses and family farms from
being passed down to heirs and require costly tax

SELLING OUT TO
THE BARE WALLS!

)
Bagwell’s

HOME FURNISHINGS

3508 West Wall

Midland
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planning simply to case the impact

"“The real 1ssue 1s, who are the heirs”” sand House
Ways and Means Commuttee Chawrman Bill Archer,
R-Texas. The tax cut, he added, "“i1s not going 1o
benefit the people who died.”

The tax package also would gradually boost
401(k) contribution limits and make other pension
changes; make health insurance premiums fully tax
deductible for the self-employed sooner than
under current law; increase the amount of business
meals that can be deducted; and enact other tax
breaks for small business

The floor debate came after two days of imense
negotiations between GOP leaders and Re publican
conservatives who threatened to delay the hill over
their desire to allow states to choose whether o
implement the wage increase. The measure had
already been delayed once from last fall

Great $1 Million

Furniture Liquidation Sale

.THE REASON FOR THIS SALE-

In order to reduce our inventories for the purpose of
remodeling portions of our store and remerchandising
our showroom, we will be selling out our entire and
complete stock in a Great Furniture Liquidation Sale. At
the conclusion of our sale, we will restock oyr store with
new and affordably priced home furnishings, including
the latest collections from our current lines. Our store is
now closed to mark down prices on our entire and
complete stock of farniture and accessories. Over $1
Million of famous name furnishings from such
distinguished makers as Stanley, Lexington, Hooker,
Alan White, American Drew, Action-Lane, Pulaski and
1.6 Hammary, just to name a few, will be sold at drastic sale
prices, INCLUDING SPECIAL ORDERS.

GREAT
SALE DAYS!
FRIDAY
10-9

SATURDAY
10-6

SUNDAY

REG. 1466
100°: Leather
Recliner & Ottoman

REG. *3488"
Boh Timberiake
Queen Bed

*1595*

REG. 2488

7 pc. Pine/Denim
Dining Group

REG. *1875%
TV « Audio
Bookcase

Hammary ‘648"

SALE BEGINS FRIDAY, MARCH 10 AT 10 A.M.

One Only

Hammary

Pine Armoire

Salem House

B50% o oricra pac

REG. *1591%

REG. 2277

Wicker/Wrought lron
Etagere

REG. *1499%

ONE SELECT GROUP

Lamps - Pictures
Mirrors - Accessories

No Discounts on Prior Purchases'

TERMS OF SALE

* ALL SALES FINAL.
* ALL ITEMS SUBJECT
TO PRIOR SALE.
* NO REFUNDS.
* NO EXCHANGES.
» CREDIT CARDS WELCOME.
* DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Use Cash, Check, Visa or Mastercard - Financing Available

REG. 2620

5 pc. Dinette Set BELIERESEIIENelCIEL]

Alan White

REG. *1300%

Sofa

REG. 2100

100% Leather Sofa
Benchcratft ..$1 04988
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