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Honor Guard members ramse the flags Wednesday for the dedication ceremony of the new Hero Plazes at ClayDests Plaza 

Hero Plaza 
dedicated to 

honor wounded 
veterans who 

died in parade 
By Trevor Hawes 
thawes(@mrt com 

His shirt had hung there for five years, 
but Wednesday morning marked the mo- 
ment Terry Johnson pulled it out of the 
closet to wear one last time 

A black shooting-style shirt with a 
camouflage-printed patch sewn on the 
right breast and the Show of Support 
emblem embroidered in tan thread on 
the left is a memento of tragedy 

“This was the shirt | was wearing that 
night,” johnson said at the dedication 
of Hero Plaza, built to memorialize the 
deaths of four wounded veterans who 
were killed by a train as their parade 
float was stopped on the tracks. 

In the late afternoon of Nov. 15, 2012, 
Johnson's Show of Support organiza 
tion was in the process of celebrating 
wounded vet~rans just as it had in years 
past. A parade through town led to the 
Midland County Horseshoe Arena, 
where a celebration would take place 
On this day, however, the gathering 
never happened 

At about 4:30 p.m, the second of a 
pair of parade floats — flatbed trailers 
pulled by semi-tractor trucks with veter 
ans and their spouses seated stop — had 
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Record highs 
mark first 
anniversary 
of rebounded 
economy 

B® Midland-Odessa index for 
October is 11.1 percent higher 
than a year ago, economist says 

By Mella McEwen 
mmceweni@mrt com 

Economic recovery in Midland-Odessa 
celebrated its first birthday as the final 
quarter of 2017 got underway 

“It's looking extraordinary,” said Karr 
Ingham, the Amarillo economist who 
prepares the Midland-Odessa Regional 
Economic Index for the Midland Devel 
opment Corp. 

The October index came in 11.1 per- 
cent higher than October 2016, the 12* 
consecutive month of increase, according 
10 Ingham 
The the index remains about 10 

percent below the peak reached in Janu 
ary 2015, Ingham said some components 
already have rebounded to record highs 
The previous growth cycle lasted five 
years, and this recovery period is only a 
year old, he said 
Consumer spending is registering 40 

Please see HIGHS/4A 

‘Listen and 

Learn’ provides 
data for MISD 

By Stewart Doreen 
sdoreen@mrt.com 

Midland ISD officials have “listened” 
and “learned” after seven community 
input sessions over the course of two 
months 

District leaders announced Wednesday 
they have information they believe will 
help in creating an educational commu 
nity that is different and makes sense for 
& district “on the move.” 

Aiding the master plan will be feed 
back from community members, district 
staff and students. The forums were 
called “Listen and Learn.” They repre 
sented a first opportunity to meet Super 
intendent Orlando Riddick. He then put 
them to work, so he could have informs 
tion related to what they wanted and 

from the district 
information was generally related 
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Cardinal 

Law dead 

at 86 

By Rachel Zoll and 
Nicole Winfield 
Associated Press 

VATICAN CITY 
Cardinal 
Bernard 
Law, the 
disgraced 
former 
archbishop 
of Boston 
whose 
failure 10 
stop child 
molest 
ers in the 
priesthood tnggered the 
worst crisis in American 
Catholicism, died Wednes 
day in Rome at age 86 

Law, who spent the final 
years of his career lead- 
ing an important basilica 
in Rome and continued to 
wield considerable influ 
ence inside the Vatican, had 
been sick and was recently 
hospitalized 
Law was once onc of the 

most important figures in 
the U.S. church, serving in 
one of its most visible and 
storied posts. From 1984 
until he resigned under 
pressure |8 years later 
he was spiritual leader in 
Boston, the nation’s fourth 
largest archdiocese, with 
1 8 million Catholics 

In 2002, though, The 
Boston Globe began a se 
nies of stones that revealed 
that Law and his predeces. 
sors had transferred child 
molesting priests from 
pansh to pansh without 
alerting parents or police 
a scandal later chronicled 
in the Oscar-winmng film 

Spotlight” 
Within months, Catho 

hes around the country 
demanded to know whether 
their bishops had done 
the same. And the scandal 
quickly spread overseas, 
10 Ireland, Belgium, Chile 
Australia and beyond 

In Boston, Law's death 
was met with anger and bit 
terness among some 

“I hope the gates of hell 
are swinging wide to allow 
him entrance.” said Alexa 
MacPherson, who says she 
was abused for six years as 
a child. “1 won't shed a tear 
for him. | might shed a tear 
for everyone who's been a 
victim under him 
Robert Costello called 

Law “a cruel, selfish 
bastard,” while fellow 
abuse victim Phil Saviano 
wondered. “How 1s he go 
ing to explam this when he 
comes face to face with hus 
maker” 
Law's successor as 

archbishop, Cardinal Sean 
O'Malley, said it was a “sad 
reality” that Law's legacy 
will forever be tied te the 
abuse scandal, when the 
church “seriously failed” to 
care for its flock and protect 
children 

Pope Francis, who is be 
ing watched closely by the 
fasthful over his handling 
of bishups who shield 
pedophiles, is set to preside 
over Law's funeral nites at 
a Mass on Thursday at St 
Peter’s Basilica, an honor 
accorded to all Rome-based 
cardinals 

The pope said nothing 
about Law's death during 
his weekly general audi 
ence Wednesday, and in a 
condolence letter he made 
no direct mention of the 
cardinal’s tenure in Boston 

“I raise prayers for the 
repose of his soul, that the 
Lord God, who is rich in 
mercy, may welcome him 
in His eternal peace, and | 
send my apostolic bless. 
ing to who share in 
mourning the passing of the 
cardinal,” Francis wrote 

Since 1950, more than 
6,500 of the nation’s 
priests, or about 6 percent, 
have been accused of 

children, and the 
American church has paid 
over $3 billion in settle- 
ments, 10 news 
reports and commis | 
sioned by the U.S. bishops 

As Toe sender of te 
archdiocese at the epicenter 
of the scandal, Law became 
2 powerful of the 
crisis. His fall from grace 
was swift 

Law tried to the 
scandal at first by - 
ing ib Suiunees; Bien b 

agg 
thousands more church 

roi A 1 qu 
others more 
concern for accused priests 
than for victims. 
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Alma Louise 
Boone, 88, passed away on | 
December 15, 2017 in San | 

| Antonio, Texas 
She was born on Novem 

ber 12, 1929 in Carlsbad, 
New Mexico 10 Nigle C. and 
Mildred L. Outlaw. After 
being delivered by her 
Grandfather (Dr. | 

Post, Texas. Sh 
| Post High School m 1947 
While attending Post High | 
School, she yed on 
girls’ basketball team making 
All District her junior 
senior years. Alma played on 
the first Post girls’ basketball 
team to play in the State | 
Tournament 
Following high school, 

Alma attended Baylor 
University, graduating with a | 
B.S degree in 1951 and was 
then certified as a Medical 
Laboratory Technologist at 
Baylor Hospital m Dallas, 
Texas in 1952 While work 
ng at Baylor Hospital she 
met her future husband, Ste- 
phen Austin Boone Jr. They 
were mamed on September 
20, 1952 m Post, Texas This 
union lasted SO yeas 23 
days 

Following ther mamage 
they lived in Snyder 
Midland, Monashans. Lub. 
bock, Odessa, and returned to 
Midland m 1963 She 
worked as a Laboratory 
Technologist for vanous hos- 
pitals, rennng from Midland 
Memonal Hospital in 2012 at 
the age of 82 mamtaining her 
professional Certified 
Medical Technologist license 
for 60 years 

During the 49 years Alma 
was m Midland, she was ac 
tive m multiple aspects of St 

Luke's United Methodist 
Church, making its members 
her “second family” 

In 2013. Alma moved to 

San Antonio, Texas 10 be 
near her oldest son and farm 
ly. until the time of her death 

Alma is preceded in death 
by her husband, infant son 
parents and sister 

She is survived by her sons 
Stephen Austin Boone !I1 and 
Nigle Eugene Boone and 
ther families 

Outlaw | 
| 
| | 

il. Pate), | & 
Alma was raised in alls and | * 

|p — 

She is survived by one 
brother, Rudy Tarango of 
Reedsport, OR and two 
sisters, Hilda Saldana of 
Abilene, Texas and Alicia 
Ochoterena of Midland, 
Texas; numerous nephews, 
Wiggs 20d cvuaita. 

Viewing wil Thursday, 
December 21, 2017 from 
10:00am to 9:00pm starting 
with a rosary at 7:00pm at 
Lewallen-Garcia-Pipkin 

Funeral mass is set 
for Friday, December 22, 
2017 at 2:00pm at Our Lady 
of Catholic 
Church. Burial will follow at 
Resthaven Memorial Park 

Funeral service is under 
the direction of Lewallen 
Garcie-Pipkin Funeral Home 
and Chapel. Family messages 
and condolences may be 
emailed to 

pipkin@nts-online.net or you 
can visit our website at 
www lewallengarciapipkinfh 
com 

\ Lewallen 
» Garcia 

. Pipkin 
Funieral Home 

ae ve 

Elizabeth “Betsy” 
(Brumback) Beebe 

Elizabeth “Betsy” 
(Brumback) Beebe, 92 
formerly of Ashfield and 
Shelburne Falls, died Satur- 
day, Dec. 16th, 2017 at The 
Hospice of the Fisher Home 
in Amherst. Massachusetts 
Although in relatively good 
physical health, she struggled 

| with the challenges of 

iuara from the 
| Pearson School of 

Viewing will be Thursday | 
evening December 21. 2017 
from 6:00 10 800 pm at FE} 
hs Funeral Home Graveside 
services and interment will 
be at Resthaven Memorial 
Park Fridey December 22 
2017 at 10:00 a.m 

Online condolences may 
be 
www ellisfunerals com 

Ellis Funeral Home 
Pumerals & Cremations 
ED) 1 Andrews fey 

HO) ATT 

| Delia Tarango 

Delia Tarango Menchaca 

offered "| 

went home to be with her | 
Heavenly Father on 
day, December 16 
Reedsport, Oregon 
Deha was bom March 17 

1926 in Candelaria, Texas 

Satur- 

hairdresser most of her life 
She was preceded in death 

by her husband Sam 
Menchaca and by 7 brothers 
and wisters. 

2017 im | 

dementia over the last few 
years. She was bom in Van 
Wert, Ohio. on October 28 
1925, the daughter of 
Willson P and Rowena 
(Conn) Brumback. She 
attended grade school mn Van 
Wert, and high school at the 
Columbus | for Girls m 
Columbus, Ohio, and the 
Northampton School for 
Girls, in Northampton, MA 
where she graduated in 1942 
After high school, she attend 
od Smith College for a short 
time before moving to 
Boston, where she ultimately 

Tufts 
University 

John Peck, of La 
Selva Beach, CA, and Susan 

{ of Tucson, AZ: three sons, 
Dwight of N 
Willson and wife Vickic of 
Midland, TX, and Tyler and | 
wife Brooke of Briar CWT | 
Manor, NY. She is also sur 
vived by several nieces, 
grandchildren, and grea 

hildren. Her brother 
illson P drumback, Jr 

predeceased her carhier this 
year Her husband, William | 
H. Beebe, predeceased her on | 
January 15, 1975 

hose who kmew Betsy 
| would not be surprised to 

learn that several years ago 
she crafted her own obituary 
“Elizabeth (Brumback) 
Beebe, 101, died yesterday at 
home" And in her instruc- 
tions left with the funeral 
home, she also nsisted, “No 
funeral. but the kids may 
decide to have a party or 
what-have-you™ Although 
she dud not quite make it 10 
101 

and always 
empoyed sharing her life sto 
nes (and opimons) with 
students, friends, and family 
She “never met a stranger” 
and will be remembered 
fondly by all whose lives she 
touched She will he deeply 
missed 

The family would hke 10 
thank the wonderful doctors, 
nurses, aides, and volunteers | 

| at The Hospice of the Fisher 

Ehot | 

It was durmg her time mn | 
Boston that she developed a | 

| love of teaching. which lead 
| 10 a life-long carcer in educe- | 

tion. She taught all manner | 
and ages of children at more | 
than half a dozen public and | 
private schools in both Mas 
sachusetts (The Bement 

Rowe Elementary School mn 
Rowe 
Elementary 
Falls; and the Academy af 
Charlemont in Charlemont) 
and New York (she 
Id al what is now 
( “Dickinson School in 
the Wynantskill Union Free 
School District) She was 
most proud of the pinnacle of | 
her own education - obtain- 
ing a bachelor’s degree from | 

Coll n | Russell 
Troy, New York, at age 
of 43, while she was a dorm 
parent at The Emma Willard 

| School in Troy 
After retiring from teach 

ing at age 65, she continued 
| to work for many years, in- 
| cluding at the Smith College 
Alumni Association, § 
Real Estate, and the 
Trail Concert Association 
She also volunteered her time 

Buckland-Shelbume | 
in Shelburne 

Home Their compassion 
caring and support for our 
mother made her final 
months comfortable and 
happy, and for that we are 
truly grateful 

In keeping with her 
wishes, no services are plan- 
ned at this time; however the | 
family will host » 
during the of 2018 
TS wati t 
the charity of one’s choice or 
the Beebe Memorial Fund at 
the Bement School, 94 OM | 

Box & | Main Street, PO. 
| Deerfield, MA 01342 

School in Deerfield; Sander- | 
son Academy im Ashfield. | 

| 

| 

on church history at Kean Univer 
in New Jersey. 

, the former 
of who died 

for this darkest 

Betsy lived a rich and | 
| wonderful life 

| caretakers and nurses 

am. on Friday, December 
22, 2017 at St Stephen's 
Catholic Church. 

Johnie Lec was bom on 
December 28, 1941 to Oscar 
Lee and Mildred Aline 

of Today and 

fellow Veterans with finan- | 
cial help or counseling, or 
just provide a listening car to 
their troubles. He loved w0 
barbecue and was known for 
his famous “Johmie Lee's 
Briskets® He cooked them to 
feed over 4000 
cvacuces in 2005, and the 
National Guards in Midland 
and El Paso when they were 

| being deployed just to name 
a few He was an active 
member with St. Stephen's 

Katrina | 

Juan is survived by his wife 
Elva Moreno Jordan; 

Leticia Moreno, 
Vi Maldonado and 
husband Johnny Maldonado, 

Bermea, 
and 

Yoasam Molinar, 
Herrin and husband Steven 
Herrin; grandchildren 
Jonathan Maldonado, Alexis 

h Domingo 
Bustamante, Inri  Molinar 
Natalic Maldonado, Jacob 

| Villa, Antonia Galindo, Flora 
Bacza, and Julia Mercado 

Catholic Church, Knights of | § 
Columbus, VFW. snd Amen 
can Legion | 
He is survived by his wife | 

Gladys Qualls, sons 
Christopher John Beck 

| (Missy), Timothy Lee Qualls 
(Katie O'Day Qualls) 
Andrew Blake Qualls. 

Granddaughter Felicia Olson, | 
and Griffin Lee Qualls | 

He is preceded in death by 
his , Oscar Lec and | 
Mi Qualls, Sisters, 
Mona Lee Qualls, Carol Lee 
Beck, Brother, Jerry Qualls 

The family would like to | 
thank all the doctors and | 
medical staff at Memorial 
ER. Hospital, Health South, 
especially Dr. Paul Best 

with [ 

Comfort Keepers, Encom- | 
pass Home Health Care, St | 

ing | Josie’ fom Health Care, | 
for the care of Johnie Lee 
A are under 

the direction of Nalley-Pickle | 
& Welch Funeral Home & | 
Crematory of Midland | 

Online condolences may { 
be made ot | 
www npweich com 

Pickle & Welch 
Funeral Home 

phy 
| Meadow, TX 

Kathy Baier passed away 

Memorial services will be 
held at First Baptist Church 

on Saturday 
December 23rd at 3:00 pm 

In heu of flowers, 
| Memorials may be made to 

Kristen Corbin Scholarship at 
Permian Basin Foundation. 
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WORD OF THE DAY 
brought to you dally by 

[puhn-dit] 
noun 

1. a person who 

makes comments 
or judgments, 

especially in an 

authoritative 
manner, critic or 

commentator. 
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TODAYINMIDLAND 

hemisphere, I always 
Dec. 21 or 22. (in the southern hemi 
sphere. the winter solstice occurs 
around June 20 or 21 

Spring begins on March 20 

Source: amanac com 

Things to do 

subject 10 change due 10 the 
weelond) 
Watercolor art classes by 

Sars Drescher, 10am. and 6pm 
Arts Council of Midland, 1508 W. 
nos Ave. To register, small san @ 

com 
Storytime at the Library, 10:30 

am (brth-2 years), 11:30am 26 
years). Midland County Publc Library 
downtown branch, 301 W Missour! 
Ave. co midland tx usb. 

W Hogwarts 230.5% 
pm. Midland County Library 
Centennial branch, 2503 W. Loop 
250 N. This “Harry Poller” themed 
event will sor! Hogwarts students and 
muggles ino various houses and they 

attend magical classes. Teens can 
partake in the Harry Poller Escape 
Room. Costumes encouraged 

8 Bingo Nights, 7 pm. American 
Legion, 501 Veterans Arpark Lane 
682.5511 

Bridge game play 6.45 pm 
Alison Bridge Center, 913 W Wadley 
Ave. $6. For more information cal 
682-8505 

Watering schedule 

The current outdoor watering 

schedule allows residents and bus: 
nesses in he city of Midland 10 water 
twice per week 

Even-numbered addresses may 
water outdoors on Saturdays and 
Wednesdays 

Odd-numbered addresses may 
water outdoors on Fridays and 
Tuesdays 
Any violation may result in a fine 

wp to $500 
The ban on washing outdoor 
surtaces is sh In effect 

This date in Midiand 

On Dec. 21. 1997, the Stanton 
Bufisioes defeated Rogers 33-7 to 
clam the 2A footbal champonshp al 

Texas Stadium 

Today in History 

Today s Thursday. Dec 21. he 

3550 day of 2017 There am 10 days 
loft in he your Winter ames af 10.28 
am Central time 

Today's highlight 

Lottery 
Pick 3 moming: 040 
Pick J day: 651 
Pick 3 evening: 0.0. 
Pick 3 night: 58-1 
Dally 4 moming: 0-86-99 
Dally 4 day: 45.54 
Dally & evening: 014-8 
Dally 4 ight: 0.6.2.9 
Cash Five: 51331-3304 
Triple Chance: 585.1220 
2B 

Note: Bigar s Stars 1s haved 
wn the degree of your wn at 
birth The sign name is simply 
1 label astrologers put on a 
set of degrees for comventence 
For hest results. readers showld 

refer 10 the dates following each 
gn 

A baby born today has a Sun 
n Sagittarius and a Moon in 
Aquarius if born before 10 2% 
am Aferward, the Sun will be 
n Capricorn 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for 

Thursday, Dec. 21, 2017. 
This year you see life from 

an extremely disciplmed 
viewpoint, and you also gain 
an ultra-modern attitude about 
various issues. This combo 
makes you extremely interest 
ing 10 others. If you are single 
you will experience others 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
*Re® You have » hot 

Lotto Texas: 6-10-11-22-30-45 

Power Ball: 1:20.6164.00 88 

20 Powerplay 2 

AN or morning 
467-14-15-18-17-18-22- 4 
Avor doy 1-258 

1112151617 2021-22 
Al or evening 

6811-12416 17-22-20 
All or Nothing night: 1.2.3.5 

79101315.1619.24 

23 

145 

facebook conv 

On Dec. 21, 1937, Walt Dsney's 
frst arvmated lssture. “Snow White 
and he Seven Dwaris had ts 
world premiere af the Carthay Circle 
Theater in Los Angeles. 
On this date: 
In 1620, Pigrims aboerd he 
Mayflower went ashore for he frst 
firme af present-day Plymouth. Mas. 
sachusefts. 

In 1091, he frst basketball game 
Sevised by James Nasmih 
bekieved 10 have been played af the 

temperatures 
n 
8 
Po 

0 

High 
Low 

Normal high 
Normal low 

Dec. 20s records 
Record high: 79 set m 2010 
Record low: || set in 1973 

Precipitation 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Month total 
Year total 
Normal total 
(year to date) 

Winds 
Average speed: 10 mph 
Highest speed: 22 
Highest gust speed: 27 mph 

Today's forecast 
High: 75 

001 in 
0.00 in 
039 in 
1773 in 

1440 in 

James Durbin/Reporter- Telegram 

Aaron Bedell, Permian Basin Area Foundation chief operating officer, talks about 
the foundation and its community goals Tuesday during an event at which more 
than $2 million was allocated to area nonprofit organizations. 

Internationsl YMCA Training Schoo! in 
Springfield, Massachusetts. (The fre) 
score of his experimental game 10) 

In 1942, he US Supreme Court 
n Wiliams v North Caroline. ried 
6-2 hat of states had to recognize 
dvoroes n Nevade 
n 1048, US Army Gen George 

S Paton, 80, died in Heidelbery, 
Germany 12 days after being ser’ 
ously inured in a car accident 
n 1991, 11 of he 12 lormer 

Soviet republics procisimed he birth 

of the Commonwealth of independent 
States and the death of the Union of 
Soviet Soci! Republics. 

Today's birthdays: Actor Samuel 

L Jackson s 69 international Tenvus 
Hal of Famer Chis Evert is 63 
Actor comedian Ray Romano is 80 
Treasury Secretary Steven Much in 
#55 Contemporary Christian singer 
Natalie Grant s 46 

Source The Associated Press 

Forecast for Thursday, December 21, 2017 

hate 
wre 

Low: 37 

Conditions: Sunny dur 

ing the day/partly cloudy at 

night 

Winds: 5-15 mph during 

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS 
The stars show the kind of day 

GE (May 21-June 20) 
* You will deal with 

others effectively, though you 
might need to express your 
frustration in a way that can be 

heard A serious conversation 
might be the natural outcome 
Listen 10 what someone you 
respect shares. Clarify your 
opinions, if need be Tonight 
Try » new night spot 

CANCER (June 21-July 12) 
*## You could be emotion. 

ally strung out with everything 
that you want to accomplish 
before the holidays. A partner 

pushes your buttons in a 
conversation. This person tends 
10 make it difficult 10 have » 
serous tik. Discuss plans with 
» loved one. Tonight: Choose 
favorite stress-buster 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 12) 
wh # You could be 

pressing your feelings 
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vou 'll have: S-dynamic 

You'll want to deal with contain 

sues in your domestic life 

before you go full-throttle into 
the holiday happenings. By han 
dling a difference of opinion, 
you will ensure a wonderful 
few days. Tonight: Live in the 
moment 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Neov 
m 

* Rd * You might feel 
pulled in two different direc 
tions. You tend to juggle many 
different responsibilities and 
come out shead You are likely 
10 succeed even more easily 
than usual Make an effort to 
keep communication flowing 
Tonight: Head home carly, if 
possible 

SAGITTARIUS (Nev. 22- 
Dee. 21) 
wad True to form, you 

have taken a risk and left a great 

d-pasitive. 3-average, 2-so-so. | difficult 

deal of the holiday preparations 
10 the last minute You might 
need to get out and shop, wrap 
packages and do whatever else 
is part of your routine that has 
not yet been completed To- 
wight: Order some take-out 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19) 
hdd You are unusually 

mellow right now. This holiday 
flows seamlessly, unless you 
have negative fechngs about 
someone in your family If this 

1s the case, you might want to 

hdd You might want 

using any words. What you do 

the day and night 
Chance of rain: None 
Sunrise 
Sunset 

7:45am 
S49 pm 

Some National Weather Service 

will delight others. Sometimes 
words can creste expectations 

rather than the essence of what 
you are feeling. You might be 
surprised by 3 loved one's re 
sponse. Tonight: Avoid a power 
play ot all costs 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
* ak You sense that a lot 

1s going on behind the scenes 
You can’t seem to get someone 

10 spill the beans, hard as you 
might try. Let a secret romain 
so. You might be surprised 
when it comes out and you can 

hear the whole story. Tonight: 
Get some R and R — you are 
going 10 need it’ 

BORN TODAY 
Musician Frank Zappa 

(1940), actress Jane Fonds 
(1937), actress Jane Kacemarck 
(195%) 

COOL SEASON 
IUNING & SHAPIN 



Woman arrested on 

animal cruelty charges 
From staff reports 

charges are 
in relation 
to animal 
carcasses 
being 
discovered 
during a 
foreclosure 
proce- 
dure ata 
residence 
on East 

A 29-year-old Midland 
woman was arrested by Mid- 
land County sheriff”s depu- 
ties Wednesday afternoon 
on 16 ch of cruelty to 
animals, which are state jail 
felonies, Midland County 
Sheriff Gary Painter said 

Carly Jo Underwood 
was being held Wednes- 
day on cruelty to livestock 
ammals — physical abuse 
and cruelty to non-livestock 
animals torture, accord 

PLaza 
From 1A 

bottomed out on the train tracks at Garfield 
Street, with little time to escape the path of a 
Union Pacific locomotive traveling through 
town 
Marine Chief Warrant Officer 3 Gary 

Stouffer, 37; Army Sgt. Maj. Lawrence 

Boivin, 47; Army Sgt. Ma). William Luo- 
bers, 43, and Army Sgt. Joshua Michacl, 34 
died. More than a dozen others were injured 

Johnson was at the Horseshoe. In years 
past. he knew the parade was near because 
he could hear the sirens’ blare grow louder 
while he prepared for his honorees. On this 
day. their volume faded lower, and he knew 
there was a problem not far away 

Midland County Shenff Gary Painter also 
was at the Horseshoe when the crash 

happened 
When it came across on the radio, | just 

couldn't believe that something like that 
could happen nght there.” he said after 
the dedication ceremony. “1 arrived on the 
scene, and there were people everywhere 
screaming and hollering 

It took me back to when | was in Viet 
nam,” Painter said. “There were bodies lying 
everywhere” 

Painter, his deputies and Midland Police 
Department officers worked to calm the 
calamity and bring order to the scene 

| posted guards to where the bodies lay 
to protect them. We got them covered up as 
quickly as we possibly could.” Painter said 
There were some civilians who were get 

ting out of hand. They just had no respect 
There was nothing you could say to al 

leviate the pain and horror that these people 
went through.” the longtime shen ff and 
former Marine said of the victims. “These 
wounded soldiers went through worse 

From IA 

ing to the press release. The 

County Road 144, according 
to the release. The charges 
coincide with the number of set 

carcasses that were found in 
the residence, Painter said 
Bond had not been set as of 
Wednesday evening 
Underwood was arrested 

as she was getting off a flight 
at Midland International Air 
& Space Port, according to 

the press release 
She also was charged with 

three Class C misdemean- 
ors: driving with an invalid 
license, speeding and failure 
to appear. Bond had not been 

Underwood 

They had been through combat overseas 
It’s something they were accustomed to, 
but their family members had never been 
through it. It was a tragic event, a serious 
trauma for the family members.” 

Johnson decided shortly afier the tragedy 
10 pay respect to the victims and their fami- 
lies who had lost their loved ones. He also 
wanted to thank the community for its out- 
pouring of generosity. Hundreds of dollars 
in gift cards were passed to Show of Support 
10 give to victims and their families so they 
could buy necessities such as clothing, food 
and medicine. Hundreds rushed to donate 
blood. Thousands assembled at Centennial 
Plaza to pray 
Hero Plaza 1s located on a small parcel of 

land in ClayDesta. A bronze statue by Bruce 
Greene stands at the center. A young man, 
Icaning on a cane, and a young woman, 
leaning on his shoulder while draped in a 
blanket with “U.S A™ imprinted upon its 
fabric, together hold a baby and gaze up- 
ward at the Texas and Amencan flags. In the 
face of death and tragedy are life and hope 
state and country 
Clayton and Modcsta Williams, who own 

the property, offered the site as home to 
Hero Plaza 

1 think it's so important to honor and 
thank these men,” Clayton Williams said. He 
recalled the Vietnam War cra, when military 
members coming home received unkind and 
often hostile receptions 

Johnson said he, his organization, the 
victims and the community will never have 
closure. However, Wednesday marked the 
realization of hus five-year effort 10 give 
honor and thanks 

As for the black shirt, it’s back in the 
closet, never to be worn again but never to 

be forgotten 

8 Stop doing the things we always 
dad just because we did them 16 

in events across town in church 
es, businesses, nonprofits and 
educational sites 

Elise Kail said Wednesday 
she expects the strategic plan 
will revolve around three pillars, 
based on input district officials 
received. The pillars are to culti 
vate and sustain communication, 
10 maintam Norous instruction 
and to plan and invest for the 
future ahead 

In a few Listen and Leam 
cvents, the expansion/ improve 
ment of facilities and technology 
rated high, as did issues related 
to configuration and curriculum 
development 

There seemed to be positive 
feedback on the professional 
learning communities, which 
allow teachers to exchange infor 
mation to help in the classroom 
setting. There also was apprecia 
tion for ¢ no-excuses attitude for 
student development and that 
districts officials must maintain a 
growth mindset for all students 

Riddick said Jiricipus rated 
teacher quality high, and that the 
district is working with Abell 
Hanger Foundation and Schar 
bauer Foundation on a “good 
teacher” project that he expects 
will help with teacher develop 
ment and teacher quality 
He said the process will benefit 

from the district seeking “Dis- 
trict of Innovation” status and 
the work staff and MISD leaders  * 
did on the Lone Star Governance 
Report. It is also pected that 
the district will see ts as it 
seeks 10 put a “System of Great 
Schools” into place 

homework 

ton 12 

W Stop 

Sept. 21 

Things to keep doing 
Wl Keep open communication and 

Stop overwhelming kids with 
1“ 

IB Stop imposing politically corre: t 
agenda on our community and our 

13 
1 Start preparing kids for the real 

world and thinking beyond gradua- 

1 Stop placing a focus only on col 
loge degrees 10 

teachers who 
don’t want to or shouldn't be teaching 

@ Stop unhealthy food options § 

Things to start doing 

career training § 
Start providing af kids G1 learn 

ing opportunities 
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to 50 year-over-year growth, 
Ingham said. October sales were 44.5 
percent higher than last October, a new 
record for October spending, surpass- 
ing the previous record set in October 
2015. So far this year, sales are up 
16.6 compared to the first 10 
months of 2016. 

In Midland, October spending was 
up 35 percent, and year-to-date spend- 
ing is up 10.7 percent compared to 
year-ago levels. 
Automotive spending climbed 53.5 

it over last October, the second 
ighest total on record for October, 

again only behind October 2014 just 
before oil prices began falling to 13- 
year lows. Year-to-date automotive 
spending is up 27 percent compared to 
the same last year 

In Mid automotive spending 
was up 45.5 percent from October 
2016 and is up 28.8 percent so far this 
year compared to last year. 

“That general spending has soared to 
record levels in a year's time is incred- 
ible,” Ingham said 
He said that the second significant 

pillar of the Midland and Odessa econ- 
omies — employment -- remained un 
derstated, and he cited recent quarterly 
employment and wage data to back up 
his assertion 

“You can tell, through June, em 
ployment growth was much higher 
than the monthly numbers published 
by the Texas Workforce Commission.” 
said Ingham, putting employment 

| growth in Midland-Odessa at about 
72 percent, significantly higher than 
the commission's monthly estimates 
of about 2.3 percent, and probably the 
strongest growth among the state's 
metropolitan statistical areas. He ex 
pects the third quarter report to be even 
stronger 
“You could tell, with all other 

components nsing 30 to 40 percent but 
| employment only 2 percent, that there 
| were considerably more jobs being 

added than the numbers being pub. 
lished monthly showed,” Ingham said 

The housing market continued to 
| move deeper into record territory 
| There were 376 existing homes sold 

in the two cities in October, a record 
| for October, and 44.6 percent higher 
| than the 260 sold last October. To date, 

3.477 homes have been sold, the first 
| time the number of sales has exceeded 
| 3,000 mn the first 10 months of the year 

This is up 29.7 percent from 2,680 
homes sold in the first 10 months of 

| 2016 

In Midland, 259 homes were sold, 
up 58.9 percent from 163 last October 
So far this year, 2,382 homes have 

| been sold, up 35.6 percent from 1,757 
a year carlier 
Two negatives in the October index 
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The average home sales price of 
$239,815 was down 0.1 from 
$239,976 last October. sales price 
so far this year has averaged $258,542, 
up 6.6 percent from $242,425 a year 
ago 

In Midland, the October sales price 
a $259,376, down 6.9 percent 
from $278,500 last October. 
The year-to-date price average 

is $289,938, up 5.6 percent from 
$274,656 

“Pulling back on the rate of growth 
in home prices doesn’t bother me a 
bit,” Ingham said. 

Permits for new housing construc- 
tion is the other negative, he said. The 
78 permits issued in October in Mid- 
land and Odessa is a 6 percent decrease 
from the 83 issued last October. The 
two cities have issued a record 1,165 
housing pesitiis 35 far in 2017, up 34.2 
percent the 868 issued a year ago. 

In Midland, the 53 permits issued 
in October was unchanged from last 
October, and the 70S issued so far this 
year is up 40.4 t from 502 issued 
m the first 10 months of 2016 

Construction activity remained 
strong, according to Ingham. While the 
valuation of all building its is well 
below the $1 billion levels recorded in 
2013 and 2014, he said totals are up SO 
percent compared to a year ago. 

October permit valuations were up 
49! percent compared to last October 
and are up 22.3 percent so far this year 
compared to year-ago levels 

In Midland, permit valuations are up 
57.9 percent in October from last Oc- 
tober and are up 8.2 percent so far this 
vear over the first 10 months of 2016 
Ingham said hotel-motel activity 

continued to swell in the third quar 
ter, climbing 73.4 percent in October 
over the previous October and up 26 2 
percent so far this year 

In Midland, hotel-motel tax collec 
tions were up 70.5 percent over last 
October and are up 19.5 percent so far 
this year 

‘As was the case in the past, the 
numbers reflect two phenomena 
greatly expanded business travel to the 
region, largely as a result of the rapid 
recovery in the regional oil and gas 
economy, and the direct use of hotels 
and motels as work-week lodging for 
oil and gas workers,” said Ingham 

While the region's oil and gas in 
dustry may not soon return to the peak 
highs of 2014 in terms of employment 
and rig count, it will provide enough 
momentum for continued, rapid expan 
sion of the overall economy, Ingham 
said 

“There's a better than average 
chance that the general economy will 
continue to grow and find its way back 
te, and surpass, its peak reached in 
January 2015." he sad 
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With shutdown clock ticking, GOP struggles for spending deal 
By Andrew Taylor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — With 
a shutdown clock ticking 
toward a midnight Friday 
deadline, House Republi 
can leaders struggled on 
Wednesday to unite the 
GOP rank and file behind a 
must-pass spending bill 

Although a major ob- 
stacle evaporated after key 
GOP senators dropped a 
demand to add health insur- 
ance subsidies for the poor, 
a number of defense hawks 
offered resistance to a plan 
by GOP leaders to 
guns-versus-butter battle 
with Democrats into the 
new year. 

There's still plenty of 
time to avert a politically de 
bilitating government shut 
down, which would detract 
from the party's success this 
week in muscling through 
their landmark tax bill 
Some lawmakers from 

hurricane-hit states also 
worried that an $81 billion 
disaster aid bill was at risk 
of getting left behind in the 
rush to exit Washington for 
the holidays 
Lawmakers said the GOP 

vote-counting team would 
assess ort for the plan and GOF leaders wold 
set a course of action from 
there 

Rules Committee Chair 
man Pete Sessions, R-Texas 
said “there's no specific di 
rection right now" about the 
path forward. He spoke after 
an hourlong closed-door 
meeting of Republicans in 
the Capitol basement 

An earher plan favored 
by pro-Pentagon members 
of the influential Armed 
Services Committee would 

have combined the stopgap 
funding bill with a $658 
billion Pentagon funding 
measure. But the idea is a 
nonstarter with the Senate 
especially Minorhy Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-NY 

Meanwhile, an $81 bil 
hon disaster aid bill faced 
a potential separate vote of 
its own, but it was at nsk 
of languishing because of 
Opposition among some 
conservatives over its cost 
Senate action on that bill 
a priority of the Texas 

_ 

and Florida delegations, 
wouldn't come until next 
year anyway. 

position means Republicans 
need to find unity among 
themselves, which once 
again is proving difficult 
In such situations, congres- 
sional leaders often turn to 
lowest common denomina- 
tor solutions, which in this 
case would mean a stopgap 
measure that's mostly free 
of other add-ons 
“The number of options 

is collapsing down,” said 
Rep. Frank Lucas, R-Okla 
“I have faith that at the last 
possible moment, to para 
phrase Churchill, when we 
have no other choice, we'll 
do what we need to do.” 

Regardless of how the 
crisis of the moment will be 
solved, most of the items on 
Capitol Hill's list of unfin 
ished business are going to 
be pushed into next year 

“1 think it's highly un- 
likely that there's a govern- 

do is let's get a short-term 
funding and we'll deal with 
these issues in January.” 
The short-term 

measure would the 
government through Jan 
19, giving lawmakers time 
to work out their leftover 
business. 
Hopes for a bipartisan 

budget deal 10 sharply 
increase spending for both 
the Pentagon and domestic 
agencies appeared dead 
for the year, and Demo- 
crats were rebuffed in their 
demands for protections for 
immigrants brought to the 
USS. illegally as children 

Sens. Lamar Alexander. 
R-Tenn., and Susan Col 
lins, R-Maine, announced 
Wednesday that they would 
not seek to add the insur 
ance subsidies, which are 
designed to stabilize the 

Affordable Care Act's 
markets. The tax bill repeals 
requirement that individuals 
purchase insurance. 

Trying to combine the 
health mcasure with the 
spending bill was a demand 
of Collins when President 
Donald Trump and Senate 
GOP leaders secured her 
vote for the tax bill 

House Republicans 
weren't part of that deal, 
and with the tax vote over, 
it became plain that Senate 
leaders were not able to 
deliver for her. 
Lawmakers said a short- 

term, $2.1 billion fix for an 
expiring program that pays 

for veterans to seek care 
outside the Department of 
Veterans Affairs system 
would be added to the 

from the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program, which 
pays for health care for 9 
million children from low- 
income families, won't have 
10 purge children from the 
pro 

The file of the $81 billion 
House disaster aid measure, 
now likely to see a sepa- 
rate vote, appears unclear 
Conservatives are upset with 
the JRE sag of the pla, 

which also contains billions 
of dollars for California 
Wildiire sevovery Demo- 

for Hoye 

willingness for at least some 
accommodation to win 

Democratic votes. 
House Minority Leader 

Nancy Pelosi of California 
told fellow Democrats in 
an emailed update that 
GOP leaders aren't yielding 
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OPINION 
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Some words should be banned; others shouldn’t 
Ts recent excitement over an incred- 

ible story about the government try- 
ing to ban certain words reminded 

me of all the words and phrases | despise 
and wish were banned. 

For the sake of getting on with it, brief- 
ly: The Washington Post reported Friday 
that officials at the Centers for Discase 
Control and Prevention (CDC) had been 
forbidden from using seven words as they 
prepared their 2019 budget documents. 
The words were: vulnerable, diversity, 
entitlement, fetus, transgender, science- 
based and evidence-based 

Everybody went bonkers on cue 
Pro-choice activists insisted that such 

word changes were an attempt to thwart 
abortion rights. The CDC pushed back 
and denied the ban. Anonymous analysts 
continued to confuse everyone. CDC 
Director Brenda Fitzgerald went straight 
to Twitter, writing: “I want to assure you 
there are no banned words at CDC. We 
will continue to talk about all our impor. 
tant public health programs 

What really happened? It's hard to 
know for sure at this point. The Post sees 
a heavy-handed silencing, but the National 
Review's Yuval Levin offers a different 
explanation. According to Levin's sources. 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services, which oversees the CDC, issued 
a stylebook to departments for the prepa 

PARKER 
Washington Post Writers Group 

were three of the words mentioned above 
vulnerable, diversity and entitlement 
with the suggestion that they be used as 

little as possible because they were either 
used too often or incorrectly 
Now that you mention it, | think I'll add 

them to my list 
Levin was also told that other, more 

intriguing words were mentioned in a 
meeting as possible “trigger” words that 
might so upset congressional Republicans 
that they'd slash funding. These were 
fetus, science-based, evidence-based and 
transgender. In some cases, alternatives 
were suggested, such as “unbom child” 
for “fetus.” In other words, if you want 
those people congenial Republi 
cans — to fund us, don’t use language 
they don't like 
One could call this either, “Oh, my 

God, they ‘re trying to ban words!” Or. 
you could call it common sense. I'm not 
sure which 1s more discomfiting, however 

would su frighten R. 
kill their budget, or, 
wibly be true. 
So that happened. 
Obviously, the government shouldn't 

ban words, but there's no reason a col- 
umnist, who gets to be queen for about 
750 words, can't take a stab. In a gesture 
of democratic pandering, | even enlisted 
the help of my kingdom of Facebook 
i: " Because they were self-select- 
ing, this survey should not be construed as 
“se based.” 

But the evidence suggests that my 
friends are a peevish lot when it comes to 
mis- or over-used words, which makes me 
like them even more. My own personal 
list, the phrasing of which is rhythmically 
pleasing if obviously redundant, begins 
with nouns that have been “re-purposed™ 
as verbs 
When a friend recently said to me that 

she hadn't been “gifted” in a long while, 
| thought (to myself), “So | see.” Then, 
“lo and behold,” (a phrase that will be al 
lowed at Christmastime), | was informed 
by a linguist that “to gift” has been a verb 
since 1550. He noted, however, that he 
would have interpreted my friend's state 
ment as meaning that she hadn't been 
given (as a gift) in a while. That, too, I'm 
sure 

To put it bluntly, “awesome” isn’t any 

ublicans that they'd 
t this could pos. 

than insult. “Pivot,” “veritable,” “in real- 
ity,” and “best es” wear us down 
As do: “reach out,” “share” and “think 
outside the box.” “Own” it, if you must, 
but I'd sell it on Ebay. Just sayin’. 

“Breaking news" IS news. It's devas- 
tated, not “decimated.” You don't “effort,” 
for heaven's sake. You make an effort 
Or, maybe just try. Which apparently is a 
thing. No lem? You're welcome. And 
| take back my thank you. 

Literally, where is all this “low-hanging 
fruit,” if you don’t mind my asking. And, 
no, you're not recording me “for quality 
and training ." You're collecting 

fane diatribes to read at the company 
liday party. Nice try. Or just, “nice.” 

Sick. Stop it 
We're not going to “unpack” anything, 

unless you're my valet, or “drill down,” 
unless you're the plumber. We're sick 
of optics, ainin’, onboarding and 
THIS, as in “what she said.” We've had 
it with closure and ideating, as well as 
doubling down on the whole nine yards 
No one is “woke.” 

At the end of the day, when all is said 
and done, the fact of the matter is we were 
all vulnerable as fetuses, some of whom 
were surely bound to become transgender 
because evidence-based diversity is what 
nis 

But, no worries. It's all good. Believe 
ration of budget documents. Included 

(0) 

When woman says 
‘ves,’ sometimes 
she means ‘no’ 

Ox the weekend, Jessica Bennett, gender editor of The 
New York Times yes, that's a real title ~~ wrote a piece 
titled “When Saying ‘Yes’ Is Easier Than Saying ‘No’ ” She 

argued that in many cases, women say yes to sex but actually don't 
want to do so. “Sometimes ‘yes’ means ‘no,’ simply because it is 
casier to go through with it than explain our way out of the situa 
tion. Sometimes ‘no’ means “yes,” because you actually do want 
to do it, but you know you're not suppased lo lest you be labeled 
a slut. And if you're a man, that ‘no’ often means ‘just try harder 

because, you know, persuasion is part of the game.” Bennett 
continues by arguing that consent 1s actually socictally defined 
that “our idea of what we want of our own desire is linked 10 
what we think we're supposed 10 want 
But Bennett offers no clear solutions to this issue. If it's true that 

women say yes but mean no, are men supposed to read minds” If 
a woman says no but a man seduces her until she says yes, is the 
initial no supposed to take precedence over the final yes”? 

Unfortunately, Bennett offers no guidance. Neither does Re 
becca Reid, who wrote in Metro UK that she once participated in 
a threesome because she “didn’t want 10 be rude.” And Reid says 
that such experiences aren't uncommon: “There are hundreds of 
reasons why, but they all boil down to the same thing. We're mice 
girls. We've been raised 10 be nice.” She adds. “sometimes being 
careful means having sex that you don't want, that leaves you feel 
ing dirty and sad and a bit icky. It's not rape. It's not abuse. But it's 
not nice, either.’ 

In the pages of The New Yorker, a similarly vague story went vi 
ral. Titled “Cat Person.” it describes a woman named Margot who 
seduces a man and sends him all the signals that she wants to have 
sex with him but is internally divided over whether to go through 
with it: “she knew that her last chance of enjoying this encounter 
had disappeared, but that she would carry through with it until it 
was over.” In the end, she cuts short their relationship, and he texts 
that she is a “Whore.” 

It's a painful story, to be sure. But it also raises a serious ques 
non: What exactly are men supposed to do in such scenarios? Be 
cause as a society, we ‘re beyond suggesting that women are doing 
anything wrong in consent'ng to nonmarital sex; women are free 
to do what they want. But we are in the midst of a push to punish 
male aggressors. And if we water down consent to nothingness, 
how can we ever expect men to feel safe in the knowledge that a 
sexual encounter won't come with life-altering implications? 

Perhaps the problem is expectations. All three articies articulate 
the complaint that women want to fulfill men’s expectations But 
none of them admit to another expectation, one created by the 
feminist movement: the expectation that women themselves must 
treat sex casually or fall prey to Jeinforcing the patriarchy. Ask a 
person of traditional moral standards the woman should 
have said no in all of these stories. The answer will be yes. But 
then that person will be regarded as a prude 

There are costs to societal expectations. Traditional mores ruled 
out the male expectation of sex in non-commitment scenarios. Yes, 
men had hopes of sex — all men do, virtually all of the time. But 
men had no expectation that such hopes would be achieved absent 
serious commitment. Thanks to our consent-only society, however, 
in which sexual activity is a throws and any notion of cherish- 
ing it is scoffed at as patriarchal, ps fro 
that too many women feel they must meet — and men have taken 
up the feminist standard that consent is a goal to be achieved. The 
cost to such a system is borne almost entirely by women. 
The healthiest system of sexual interaction is a system in which 

most women can be sure of themselves most of the time to 
feel decent after saying yes system no longer exists, thanks 
to the disconnect between commitment and sex. And the continu- 
ing disconnect between consent and expectation will continue to 
burden women in heavier and heavier ways 

— Ben Shapiro, Creators Syndicate 

CDC guys wormed that “science-based” more Snowflake” produces more enn me. Bigly 

Trump's ticket to survival: Ban words 
only the best. If there is a word he does not 
like, or a phrase or proper noun that is not 

performing up 10 his expectations, he calls that 
word into In office he tells that word, in no 
uncertain terms, “You're fired ” 

Earlier this month, we learned that Republican 
National Committee Chairwoman Ronna Romney 
McDaniel dropped “Romney” from her official 
communications — at the request of Trump, who 
did not like McDaniel using the name “Romney,” 
even though that is her name, because it is also the 
name of her uncle Mitt, who Trump regards as a 
“loser.” 
Word dismissed. Problem solved 
Now The Washington Post's Lena Sun and 

Juliet Eilperin report that the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention barred the use in 
documents of terms Trump officials find objec- 
tionable: “vulnerable,” “entitlement,” “diversity,” 

The CDC disavowed the word ban after a brutal 
couple of days in which the response proved, to a 
science-based® certainty, that the Trump admin- 
istration had made itself vulnerable® to a great 
diversity® of mockery. The prevailing view: What 
the fetus® is going on? 

(*~Fi words used without permission.) 
My own analysis, made in consideration with 

my personal wishes, finds that the administra- 
tiun should not give up on its word ban. In fact, a 
more extensive word an all-out vocabulary 
blockade, enforced by an armada of language 
police — could be Trump's ticket to survival 
Trump could benefit enormously from restrict- 

ing the use of the many words, names and phrases 

Pa Trump has the best words — and 

reploced 
ones. The tax bill in Congress is 
because it's a 10 the rich it keeps 

DANA 
MILBANK 

Washington Post Writers Group 

1s banned in favor of “treatment-unencumbered,” 
“sick” is replaced with “in transition” and “dead” 
is replaced by “inactive” 
T also need to restrict use of the 

w Rickback” and “seif-dealing” after Sen 
Bob Corker, R-Tenn., reversed himself and an- 
nounced his for the bill, just as it emerged 
that a provision been added providing a 
bonanza to real estate invastors such as ... Bob 
Corker. 

Using the word ban to thwart the Russia 



Triumphant Trump 
celebrates tax win — 

but some fear backlash 
By Steve Peoples, 
Catherine Lucey 

and Marcy Gordon 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON -- A 
triumphant President 
Donald T and jubilant 
fellow Republicans cel- 
cbruted the passage of their 
$1.5 trillion tax overhaul 
Wednesday as a “histonc 
victory for the American 
people.” The American 
people, however, will need 
some convincing 

As Trump and GOP 
lawmakers gathered at 
the White House to cheer 
their first major legisla 
tive achievement — and 
the biggest tax changes in 
a generation - some Re. 
publicans warned that the 
party could face a painful 
political backlash gist 
an overhaul that offers 
corporations and wealthy 
taxpayers the biggest ben- 
cfits and triggers the loss 
of health care coverage for 
millions of Americans 

There was no hint 
of anxiety at the White 
House, though, as the 
president and congres. 
sional Republicans pushed 
any qualms aside and rev 
cled in a much-needed win 
at the end of a year marked 
by GOP infighting and 
political stumbles 

We are making Amen 
ca great again,” Trump de 
clared, personally thanking 
his “little team” of Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell and House 
Speaker Paul Ryan, before 
lawmakers lavished praise 
upon a president they have 
often openly criticized 

“1 don’t know if we'll 
have bigger moments, but 
we hope 10,” sad Trump 

The president was 
expected to sign the bill at 
a later date for techmical 
reasons. In fact, the signing 
may be postponed until the 
start of the new calendar 
year in order to delay $120 
billion in automatic cuts 
to popular programs such 
as Medicare and spare 
Republicans from having 
to explain them in an elec 
tion year 

The tax package pro 
vides a deep cut in the 
corporate rate, from 35 
percent to 21 percent. On 
the individual side, about 
80 percent of American 
households will get tax 
cuts next year, while about 
§ percent will pay more 
according to the nonparti 
san Tax Policy Center 

People who make less 
than $25,000 will see an 
average tax cut of $60. 
those who earn between 
$49,000 and $86,000 will 
get about $900, and those 
m the top | percent of in 
come earning more than 
$733,000 - will receive 
around $51,000 in tax sav 
ings, the jokey center said 
The cuts will come at a 

price: The Congressional 
Budget Office predicts the 
legislation will add $1.4 
trillion to the national debt 
over the next decade 
Some of the president's 

strongest allies conceded 
that voters may not im- 
mediately warm to the new 
law 
Andy Surabian, a senior 

aide for a Trump 
super PAC, likened the 

A tion 10 that 
of Ronald who 
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Carolyn Kaster/Associsted Press 

President Donald Trump joined by Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell of Ky, Vice President Mike Pence, of the 
House Paul Ryan, R-Wis., Sen. Tim Scott, R-8.C., front right, and 
other members of speaks 
on the South Lawn of the White House in 

an event Wednesday 
10 acknow! 

edge the final passage of tax overhaul legislation by Congress. 

Only about | in 3 voters 
have supported the legisla- 
tion in recent days, accord- 
ing to several polls. About 
haif of Americans believe 
the plan will hurt their 
personal finances. And 2 
in 3 voters say the wealthy 
will get the most benefits, 
according to a USA Today 
Suffolk University poll 
released last week 
The White House said 

Wednesday that Trump 
will actively promote the 
bill. Aides argued that 
media coverage has not 
accurately portrayed the 
benefits and that people 
will come around as they 
feel the payoff 

Trump himself com 
plained in a tweet that 
‘defeated Dems” and the 
media were out to “de 
mean” the tax Package but 
the results will speak for 
themselves, starting very 
soon 

Democrats, who unani 
mously opposed the tax 
plan in Congress, were 
furious about the new 
policy yet iveat about the 
potential political fallout in 
next year's elections. They 
need io flip 24 House seats 
and just two Senate seats 
to take control of each 
chamber. 

Asked if the tax bill will 
help Republicans hold the 
House, Minority Leader 
Nancy Pelosi leaned into a 
microphone and said, “Let 
Them. Think. That” 
The bill goes far beyond 

taxes 

While it does not repeal 
the law known as “Obam- 
acare,” the legislation 
finalized by the House on 
Wednesday attacks a cen 
tral tenet of the health care 
system by eliminating the 
requirement that all Ameri- 
cans have health insurance 
The Congressional Budget 
Office says elimination of 
the “individual mandate” 
will boost health care costs 
by about 10 percent for 
those with coverage and 
leave 13 million additional 
Americans without health said 

Ww 
ROLEX 

OYSTER PERPETUAL 

MILGAUSS 

insurance in 10 years 
Millions of people 

will still remain covered 
under the law's Medicaid 
expansion and health care 
exchanges, but Trump cast 
the package as a shadow 
repeal 
“We have essentially 

repealed Obamacare.” the 
president declared 
On taxes, the first mod- 

est effects will be felt in 
February paychecks 

People living in high-tax 
states like New York and 
California may ultimately 
pay more. Among those 
who benefit, the wealthy 
will make out far better 
than the working-class 
voters who fueled Trump's 
victory last year 
Trump said Wednesday 

the bill will spur economic 
rowth as ¢ tions, 
ush with cash, increase 

wages and hire more work- 
ers. Democrats questioned, 
even mocked that predic 
ton 

Reflecting the poiitical 
risks, some of the nation’s 
most vulnerable House 
Republicans voted against 
the bil! 

Rep. Peter King, R-N.Y 
one of 12 GOP House 
members to vote no, said 
the tax plan would hurt 
many people in high-tax 
states. The bill imposes 
2 $10,000 cap on taxpay 
ers who deduct their state, 
local and property taxes 
Currently, there is no limit 
on how much in state and 
local taxes you can deduct 

All but one of the GOP 
no votes came from like- 
minded Republicans facing 
re-election in 11 months in 
moderate districts across 
New Jersey, New York and 
California 
The road to a Democrat- 

ic House majority, if there 
is one, runs through these 
districts. 

All the salesmanship in 
the world won't change the 
reality that the tax overhaul 
overwhelmingly favors the 
rich, Democratic critics 

| tion bill that 

| House GOP's 
| of the day, part of the report card of leaders is 

Ryan savors tax bill win, but 
coming fights could roil GOP 

By Alan Fram 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — It was a victory lap 
so irresistible that Speaker Paul Ryan did it 
twice, 

When the House the $1.5 tril- 
lion Republican tax bill Tuesday and again 

with minor changes, it was a 

a dominant GOP voice on tax and budget 
issues. 

Few dispute that the Wisconsin Repub- 

cares more about the next battle than the last 
one, the coming few days and the 2018 elec 
tion year loom as a complicated and risky 

| time for R 
ward off a Christmas-scason or Janu- 

shutdown and win defense 
boosts, GOP leaders will eventu- 

, into early retirement in 2015 when 
| they decided he was 100 prone 10 cut biparti- 
| san agreements. 

Siioe £78 9 hishorie vx %Efous 
[ackase be enough credit to stop 

klash from a bad and immigra 
put on the | floor,” 

Rep. Mark R-N.C., leader of the 
hard-right House Freedom Caucus, said in 
an interview Tuesday. “It’s just not the way 

separate things. 
Up next will be the 2018 agenda, which 

Ryan envisions focusing on squeezing 
savings from benefit programs that moder- 
ates from competitive districts are leery of 
touching. Then comes November's midterm 
elections in which Trump's unpopularity 
means the GOP faces a real chance of losing 
House and Senate control 
“He's got 10 hold the House,” said former 

Rep. Tom Davis, R-Va., who once led the 
efforts. “At the end 

they ‘ve got to re-elect their members.” 
For now, Ryan is relishing 

approval of the tax bill, which Trump is 
certain to sign. His desire to revamp the code 

| was evident in 1998, when as 

decades before Trump made similar words 

with how far “1 am very pleased we 
gushed he wt of the punsible; Fyn aid 
uesday in an interview with The Associated 

Press. 
With a tricky 2018 

tion has arisen that from victory, R; 
would leave Congress afler the tax legi 
tion becomes law or afler next year's elec- 
tions. He's tried squelching that talk, though 
in a less-than-airtight way. 

“I'm not going anywhere anytime soon, 
and just let's leave that thing at that,” he told 
reporters. : 

Davis, the former Virginia GOP congress- 
man, says it would be a mistake” for 
Ryan to depart before the 2018 elections be- 
Suse ot wold dgpat io heipbiicate sero 

After this year's crash of the effort 10 
repeal Barack Obama's health care 
law, most Republicans viewed the tax bill as 
a crucial achievement to show voters. 

“A lot of people are thinking, ‘This is one 
of the reasons | came here,” said Rep. Jeb 
Hensarling. “There are just so many post 
offices you can rename.” 

Even so, conservatives are already 
ing Ryan in their direction. While deny- 
0g RoR they Way vy firciug 4 vos ou 

yan re 

tax bill wears off, we'll have to tum to other 
issues like spending,” said conservative 
Rep. Thomas Massie, R-Ky., who's clashed 
often with GOP leaders. “It depends how the 
pea picks his wat forwnd: 

bipartisan compromise on spending 
ng immigrants from deporta- 

tion who arrived il as children — the 
“Dreamers” k gamer enough 
Democratic and GOP votes to pass Con- 
gress conservatives’ objections. But 
no party wants resentment 
among their rank and file that could result in 
defections on future bills or even attempts to 
topple them. 



Three of Hoffman’s 
accusers explain why 

they decided to talk now 
By John Carucci 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK - Three women who have 
accused Dustin Hoffman of sexual mis- 
conduct say they are still able to watch his 
movies because they are able to separate the 
artist from his actions 
Ome of his alleged victims, Cori Thomas, 

said she still has admiration for him 
though she now sees him as a fallen idol 

“I wanted to be a method actor like him. | 
was so impressed with his performances in 
‘Midnight Cowboy" and that sort of ing 
So | really wanted to do that kind of 
And so | think | feel, felt just disappointed 
| felt disillusioned,” she said in an interview 
with The Associated Press. “I felt disap- 
pointed by somebody who | thought was 
maybe bigger than life and maybe that's 
the lesson is that nobody is bigger than 
life. You know we're all humans, but at the 
same time there's also right and wrong. You 
know everyone is accountable ” 

A handful of women have come for 
ward to accuse the “Tootsie” star of sexual 
misconduct, some of which allegedly 
occurred decades ago. The 80-year-old 
initially apologized for making one accuser 
feel uncomfortable with his comments, but 
in a testy conversation with comedian John 
Oliver at public talk cartier this month, he 
denied any wrongdoing. His representa. 
tive didn’t return a message from the AP 
seeking comment Tuesday on the women's 
allegations. 

ree of his accusers spoke 10 various 
media outlets Tuesday, detailing their expe 
riences with Hoffman and trying to explain 
why they decided to come forward now 

Kathryn Rossetter, an actress who shared 
the stage with Hoffman in the 1984 Broad 
way revival of “Death of a Salesman.” said 
she knows she’s going to “take a beating” 
for waiting to tell her story, but she said the 
sexual misconduct allegations that toppled 
Harvey Weinstein gave her the impetus to 

speak up 
“I was committed to having my whole 

story published because it's such a long 
story of how he was a hero and then it was 
a bait-and-switch in the affermath.” she 
sad 

Rossetter saw Hoffman as her hero when 
he helped her land her first Broadway play, 

but things quickly soured when she says he 
started repeatedly her backstage 
She claims he even tried to te her 
with his finger. Even afler was finally 
able to gain the courage to come forward 
to tell her story, Rossetter still Jes 
with the shame, especially when she had to 
break the news to her elderly father. 
“It’s not easy. | deal with it by trying 

not to look at all the negative comments. 
| know the truth. | know | have to live my 

Anna Graham Hunter was the first wom- 
an to come forward. She was a 17-year-old 
high school senior working as an intern on 
the film version of “Death of a Salesman” 
in 1985. She remembers the actor asking 
her for a foot rub on her first day on the set 
She obliged but said it made her uncomfort- 
able. She claims the actor ofien used sexual 
langsiage and even grabbed her buttocks 
several times. Hunter says she struck him in 
an effort to make it 

She carried a sense of guilt with her for 
yearns. 

“Most of us have stories like this and we 
deal with it in different ways,” she said 
Thomas was a friend of one of Hoffman's 

daughters. When she was 16, she ended up 
in the actor's hotel room waiting for her 
mother to pick her up. She Is Hoffman 
leaving the room to take a shower. He re- 
turned in a towel and exposed himself, then 
asked for a foot rub, according to Thomas 

But for years Thomas didn't consider 
herself a victim: “1 was dismissing it — | 
was saying, ‘Oh well but he didn't really do 
anything bad to me.” 
All of the women still appreciate some 

of Hoffman's work — albeit with some 
caveats. Rossetter said she can watch his 
films dating from before her alleged assault 
took place 

“I can watch Dustin's movies before 
Death of a Salesman’ and I've watched 
I've seen them after, but | see it differently 
| just can’t look at him the same way,” she 
said. “It's heartbreaking because he is a 
good actor.” 

Hunter said she still has respect for Hoff- 
man's talent 

“He is a brilliant, brilliant actor, you 
know,” she said. “So | don't want to be 
robbed of the movies. | love movies, 
vow, they Gory aways soot Te Sacks 
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Eight Americans, 
two Swedes, one 
Canadian dead in 
Mexican bus crash 
By Gabriel Alcocer 

Associated Press 

CANCUN, Mexico 
Driver negligence and 
speed caused a bus crash 
in southern Mexico that 
killed eight Americans, 
two Swedes, one Cana- 
dian and a Mexican tour 
guide as they traveled from 
cruise ships to visit nearby 
Mayan ruins, officials said 
Wednesday. 
Quintana Roo state pros- 

ecutors said a preliminary 
manslaughter investiga- 
tion indicated the driver 
lost control of the bus and 
when he tried to get back 
on the narrow highway, the 
bus flipped, struck a tree 
and landed in tion 
along the roads 
“Due to a lack of care 

the driver lost control of 
the bus’ steering to the 
right, leaving the asphalt,” 
state utor Miguel 
Angel Pech Cen said at 
a news conference. He 
said evidence found at the 
scene indicated the driver 
was going too fast 
The state government 

said that in addition to 

cruise 

Nghway 
ship 

the 12 people killed, three 
Canadians, four Brazilians, 
four Americans and two 
Swedes had to be hospital- 
ized for treatment of inju- 
ries. The two Swedes were 
transported to the United 
States for treatment. Seven 
other people were slightly 
injured in Tueaday's ac 
cident and retumed to their 
cruise ship 
By Wednesday after 

noon, only four tourists 
one Brazilian and three 

Americans — remained in 
local hospitals, the state 
prosecutor’s office said 
A state government 

statement early Wednes- 
day said the bus driver 
was injured and taken into 
custody. But Pech Cen 
later said the driver was 
not in custody. He said 
the driver was transported 
from the scene for medical 
treatment. They knew the 
driver's identity and would 
get a statement from him, 
but were not sure if he 
was in a hospital or still at 
home, the prosecutor said 
He did not elaborate on 
the conflicting government 
statements. 

The Swedish and 
Canadian ments 
confirmed the deaths of 
their citizens, but the U.S 
Embassy in Mexico City 
confirmed only that there 
were “multiple” American 
deaths and several inju- 
ries. A statement said the 
embassy had staff on the 
ground assisting victims 
and loved ones. 
“We express our 

heartfelt condolences to 
all those affected by this 
tragedy,” State Department 
spokeswoman Heather 
Nauert said in Washington 
Haim Shababo of Fort 

Lauderdale said Wednes- 
day that his mother-in-law, 
Fanya Shamis, was among 
the bus gers killed in 
the c “We are wait- 
ing for the bodies to come 
home,” he said. He said the 
family had no additional 
information to provide at 
this time 
Chris Brawley, of Haslet, 

Texas, was on one of the 
two cruise ships that had 

gers on the crashed 
s, and he was en route to 

the ruins as well. He said 
his bus passed by the ac 
cident just minutes after it 
occurred, and he observed 
skid marks on the dry 
pavement 

Brawley said the ship he 
was sailing on, the Sere- 
nade of the Seas, sailed out 
of Mahahual on Tuesday 
around 5:30 p.m., a couple 
hours after its scheduled 
departure. It was docked 
Wednesday up the coast in 
Cozumel 

“Captain informed us 
this moming one of our 
passengers passed over 
night,” Brawley said 

Novedades de Quintana Roo vie AP 

next 10 an overturned bus Tuesday in Mahahual, Quintana Roo state 

early 
10 the Mayan ruins at Chacchoben in eastern 
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Life isn’t 

bad these 
days for 

singer T.J. 
Broscoff 

By Rich Lopez 
jriopez(@mrt.com 

Texas musician TJ. Broscoff was 
celebrating his birthday at the time 
of this interview. While not keen on 
revealing his age, he has no doubt 
lived quite a life. Addiction to drugs 
and alcohol was followed by re- 
covery and a career in music that's 
led to his third and newest album 
“Love, Loss and A 

Life is good for the the Nowth Texas 
native, and he plans on keeping it 
that way. He said that as an inde- 

artist, he was able to call 
all the shots on the album 

“What | like about life right now 
is that | can pay the bills, and for a 
struggling musician, that's some 
thing,” he said in a phone interview 
“I'm also glad to wake up with a 
clear head and good conscience 
And I'm grateful I'm alive. | buried 
21 friends during my darker days 
So now is a blessing” 
Broscoff brings his energy and 

zeal to the Lone Star Bar on Friday 
Since his debut album “Ready to 

Fly” in 2010, Broscoff has scored 
seven top-40 hits on the Texas 
charts and went on 10 score the 
No. | single “Falling Down.” He's 
scored a nsing hit with “Devil's 
Done with Me,” which is gain 

perience 
thartic but he didn't feel necessarily 
better 

“To be honest, | felt more vulner 

bars. You drink. Listen to music 
Have fun 
+For me to come out and be I'm 

1" was a risk. And 
me through the 

tying 
he said. “1 like writing about life's 
little victories and challenges, like 

Please see BROSCOFF/Page 

HEAT INDEX: Hogwarts Holiday at 
Centennial, Chance Anderson plays Lone Star Bar 

By Rich Lopez 
jriopez@mrt.com 

Hoowanrs Houioay ar 
CENTENNIAL LIBRARY 

Even wizards like to celebrate 
during the holiday season. The 
library hosts this “Harry Potter” 
themed event where Hogwarts 
School of Witchcraft and Wiz- 
ardry students and muggles will 
get sorted into various houses and 
attend magical classes on potions, 
caring for magical creatures and 
more. Teens can step inside the 
Harry Potter Escape Room to test 
their skills to get out. Wear your 
favorite character costumes and 
spend the holidays at Hogwarts 
2:30-5:30 p.m. today at 2503 W. 

Loop 250 N 

Coons ano Cocoa witw 
SANTA AT Orar’s Tass 

There is still time to get those 
wish lists to Kris Kringle. Chef 
Chip Hight welcomes parents and 
children to meet Santa Claus and 
fur gotos and enokies. The bu 
will also be 
yy tins be pan fr 
options. ox all meet 
10am 10 noon Saturday #4 273 

W. Wall St. $20 per child 
opalstable.com 

and La Dezz there is no way not 
10 get on your feet and deck the 
halls. Besides, you can work off 

| [TEXAS PZT» WORK | 
HIRE TER FORLESSI "8 



CALENDAR & MORE 
HAPPENING THIS WEEK 

Tree, 6:30 pm today at Kidd's and 
Carvas Parties, 3303 N. Midioff 
Road $35. loddsandcanvasparties 
com 
Cooldes and Cocoa with 

Santa, 10 am noon, Saturday at 

Opals Table, 223 W'Wall Se $20 
opatstable.com 
Author signing with Suzie 

Jackson signing copies of her new 

book “¥You Were 2 Command. 

ment” 11:30 am. Seturday a 

Barnes and Noble Booksellers. 
2617 W Loop 250 N. barnesand- 
noble.com 
Starbright Village and Com- 
munity Tree Lighting. View 
the more than 300,000 kghts and 
holiday daplays. 6-11 pm. through 
Jan | at McKinney Park, 625 W 
Pool Road. Odessa Free 

FINE ART & DANCE 

‘Winter Art Exhibit featuring 
works by area art associations at 

The Gallery at Midland Shared 
Spaces, 3500 NLA. Se. 
The works of Anabella 

Chrys or — play 

“What IL” University 
of the Permian Basin Sensor Art 
Exhibition by tamhiex Fernander 
on display through Jan § at the Arts 
Council of Midland. | 506 W. lino 

Ave. scrmidland org, 

FOOD & DRINK 

Whiskey and Wild Game 
Dinner will feature four courses 
with pairings. 7 pm. Friday 

at Opal Table, 223 WWal Se $95 

opaistable com 

MUSIC 

AMERICANA 

Shotgun josephine. 9 p.m 

Business Loop 20, Odessa. 

Country 
Josh Ward, 9 p.m today at 

Rockin Rodeo, 4400 N Big Spring 
St. $10. rockinrodeomidiand com. 
Randy Rogers acoustic. 7 pm 

Friday at Dos Amigos, 4700 N 
Golder Ave. $17 sdvance. $20 door 

7 Brasco pn Frid 
the Lone Scar Bar, 621 WWall Sc 
Chance Anderson, 9 pm 

Saturday at the Lone Sear Bar, 621 
WWal Se 

Coven/TrsuTe 
The Trip, 9 pm Friday at Your 
Place, 3704 W Wal Se 

D)/Dance 
7pm 

Sunday at Atrium Lounge, 1904 W. 
Wall Sc 

Of Wildman, 9 pom Friday and 
Sunday at the Lik on 7th, 1401 E 
Seventh St Odessa 

Drac 
Tatianna from “RuPauls 

Drag Race AN Stars” | | pm 

2002 N. County Road West. 
Odessa. 

Karaoke 
Karaoke, 9 pm. Sunday at The 

Detour Bar, 1708 Rankin Highway 
thedetourbar.com. 
Karaoke with AR, 8 p.m Tues. 

days at Your Place, 3704 WWall Se. 
Karaoke and pool tourna- 

ment, Tussdays at The Lone Sar 
Bar. 621 WWM Se 

Lar 
Tejano Christmas Dance 

with Los Musicales y David Lee 
Garza, Jay Parez, Gary Hobbs, La 
Dezz. 7 pm. Friday at La Hacienda 

Event Canter, 12610 State Mwy 
191.525. haciendmidiand com. 
Latin Night hosted by West 

Texas Salseros begins with 1 free 
Latin dance lesson. Music by Df 
Rey 9:30 pom. Friday at Cub Crude. 
4101 E 42nd Se. Odessa $5.21 

and older. 

Por 
Justin Langston, 8 p.m 

Saturday at Brew Sc Bakery, 4610 

Slsapria ay Saturday at Escape Lounge. 3001 E Saturday at the Recovery Room, N. Garfield Se 

‘Greatest Showman’ is a great big mess 
the 2018 Golden 

Globe nominations were 
announced last week, “The 

Greatest Showman.” which had yet 
10 be released or reviewed, garnered 
a nomination for “Best Motion Pic 
ture Musical or Comedy,” seem 
gly just for being a musical “The 
Cireatest Showman 1s definitely a 
musical, but there's nothing “great 
est” or “best” about it 

This wild and wacky musical 
biopic of circus impresano PT Bar 
num 1s a profoundly confused and 
muddled film, with a story that’s at 
once too thin and too busy, a penod 
piece making a halfhearted gesture 
towards modern-day values, with 
everything pasted into place using 
a mixture of frantic pop music and 
Hugh Jackman 's flop sweat 

The songs, which are pervasive 
and endless, are car worms that are 
catchy as all get-out. They ‘re written 
by the Oscar-winning songwriters of 
La La Land,” Benj Pasek and Justin 

Paul, so it makes sense they would 
be so infectious. But there's a deeply 
strange cognitive dissonance in 
waic hing performers in period dress 
sing and dance to contemporary pop 
songs. The anachronistic soundtrack 
worked well in “A Knight's Tale’ 
and “Mane Antoinette,” but it just 

doesn't work here, when the char 
acters burst into modern songs 
especially to move the story forward 
or describe their emotions. There's 

2 particularly jarring number billed 
as “opera” that's actually a Celine 
Dion-style ballad 

KATIE 
WALSH 
Tribune News Service 

The story follows the rise of circus 
impresario Phineas Taylor Barnum 
(Jackman), a dreamer and a go 
getter always trying to improve his 
station in life to impress his upper 
crust m-laws. He risks it all on a 
show, turning his museum of oddities 
nto a live freak show with curious 
characters, animals, acrobatics, song 
and dance. But his constant striv 
ng for acceptance drives him to the 
breaking pomt. He abandons his wife 
(Michelle Williams), daughters and 
show as he becomes obsessed with 
attaining high-brow status (and a 
good review from a cranky theater 
critic), with a tour for opera singer 
Jenny Lind (Rebecca Ferguson) 

Michael Gracey makes his directo 
rial debut with “The Greatest Show 
man,” with a script by Jenny Bicks 
and Bill Condon. The script doesn't 
know what era it’s in, especially 
with regard to the circus performers 
Bamum delights in the different and 
strange people he hires, who draw 
large crowds both ticket buyers 
and protestors. Some of his “freaks 
have genetic differences (a dwarf, a 
giant), some have body modifications 
(tattooed guy), and some are just 

different because of white Western 
standards of beauty (a bearded lady, 

le of different races). Barnum 
tally exploits them, leaves them 

high and dry, and is then celebrated 
for putting diverse performers on 
stage. All is forgiven with a rousing, 
foot-stomping number celebrating 
individuality. It's almost impossible 
to recover from that moral whiplash, 
especially when Barnum is clearly a 
narcissist lacking in empathy 

At the center of all this chaos is a 
rather sweet love story between rich 
ie rich producer Phillip Carlyle (Zac 
Efron) and trapeze performer Anne 
Wheeler (Zendaya). Their stripped 
down aerial duet is simply stunning 
and demonstrates both the possi 
bilities of a circus-based musical, as 
well as the magnetic chemistry and 
charisma of these two performers 
It’s also a treat to watch Efron return 
to his musical roots. You wish that 
“The Greatest Showman” focused on 
this couple and got nA of the rest of 
the mess 

“Tre GREATEST SHOWMAN’ 

1.5 stars 
Cast Hi 

Michelle 
Jackman, Zac Efron, 

Wiams, Zendaya, Rebecca 
, Keala Sette 

Directed by Michael Gracey 
R time: i hour, 45 minutes 
Rated for thematic elements 

including a brawl 

Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 

‘Jumanji’ sequel serves up stars, good hearted fun 
ore than two de 
cades after Robin 
Williams con 

quered that pesky board 
game, “Jumanji” has been 
resurrected with more and 
glossier stars (Dwayne 
Johnson, Kevin Hart and 
Jack Black), a comedy 
director and a “modern 

LINDSEY 
BAHR 

Associated Press 

in nearly nothing (surely 
as a send up of what 
female characters usually 
wear in video games, but 
however meta it might 
have been intended to 
be, it is still literally her 
costume). There's also a 
jiot line that hinges on her 
learning how to flirt from 

twist. The result, “Jumany 
Welcome to the Jungle,” 1s 
a very sweet, and gener 
ally entertaining body 
swap lark with some nice 
messages ab. _. being, and 
believing in, yourself 
Why it had to be 
Jumanji” is the head 

scratcher. Even speaking 
as someone who was 12 
when the first came out, 
and genuinely enjoyed the 
Joe Johnston-directed ad 
venture and the fantasy of 
being swept up in a board 
game come 10 life, the idea 
that a die-hard “Jumanji” 
fanbase exists, or that 
the “brand” is so rock 
solid that it needs a reboot, 
seems dubious at best 

There are pointless 
sequels everywhere of 
course, and question- 
ing the purpose for their 
existence is a fruitless 
exercise. The only reason | 
bring it up here is because 
Jake Kasdan's “Welcome 
10 the Jungle” spends a fair 
amount of genumely un- 

Heart INDEX 
FromPage! 

necessary time straining to 

justify how it is connected 
to “Jumanji” including a 
whole prologue establish 
ing how it had evolved into 
a video game by 1996 

The conceit here is that 
when you're transported 
into the game, you are 
suddenty a character in 
the game, in body, voice 
and skillset but with your 
carthbound personal- 
" pretty much intact 

is is how a group of 
mismatched teens shar 
ing the same detention, 
including the , shy 
Spencer (Alex Wolff), 
the football player Fridge 
(Ser"Darius Blain), the 
superficial lar 
Bethany ( son seman) 
and the 100-smart for gym 
class Martha (Morgan 
Turner), transform into 
avatars played by Dwayne 
Johnson (Spencer), Kevin 
Hart (Fridge), Jack Black 
(Bethany) and Karen Gil- 
lan (Martha) 

It’s a role reversal for 

road show to 

everyone — the nerdy girl 
is hot now (and scant 
ily clad), the hot girl is a 
soft, middle aged man, the 
skinny guy is Rock 
and the big football player 
is now tiny and wimpy 

and they all have to 
ge through the stages of 
earning to accept their 
new bodies, talents and 
shortcomings 

There is of course a lot 

days. Thankfully, he's 

Bethany (because they all 
decide that flirting with the 
bad guy security guards 
is the only way they can 
get past { ). Maybe it's 
all in fun, or maybe 
one of the four credited 
screenwriters could have 
been a woman. 

But “Jumanji: Welcome 
to the Jungle” probably 
doesa’t warrant that much 
scrutiny. Its surface plea 
sures are si enough 
for a fun holiday afternoon 
at the movies 

“Ju i: Welcome to 
the Jungle,” a Sony Pic- 
tures , is rated PG- 
13 by the Motion Picture 
Association of America 

calories by bit boot-scooting across 
the dance floor. 

7 p.m. Friday at 12610 State Hwy 
191. $25. haciendmidland com 

brings a rocker’s 
tracks as if 

Bar, 621 W. St Hi
l i
 

i il 

KaTie 
WALSH 
Tribune News Service 

Father Figures’ 
is offensive, tone 
deaf borderline 
hostage situation 

[4 'ather Figures” is a 
e, ostensibly 

I'm pretty sure it is 

sound, which indicates it is 
a movie, but the effect was 
s0 listless, low-energy and 
profoundly unentertaining 
that | jotted down in my 
notes “what even IS this” It 
would be more accurate to 
describe the experience as a 
nearly two-hour borderline 
hostage situation, with tor 
ture involving bad, offensive 

The protagonists are 
brothers Peter (Ed Helms) 
and Kyle (Owen Wilson), 
who are “twins.” Sure. Peter 
1s a divorced doctor, with 

| a kid who hates him, and a 
personal life that consists 
predominantly of “Law & 
Order: SVU" reruns. He's 

ly envious of Kyle, 
a beach bum who's made 
millions licensing his hike 
ness 10 a barbecue sauce 
company 

At the wedding of their 
mother, Helen (Glenn 
Close), Peter, desperately 
unhappy with the banality of 
his cushy upper-middle class 
life, self-soothes with an 
episode of “SVU,” when he 
becomes convinced one of 
the actors is their long-lost 
father. He's not, but it tng 
gers a round of questioning 
about his parentage, which 
sets the brothers on a cross 
country road trip 

First, they head to Miami 
10 find football star Terry 
Bradshaw, the name Helen 
initially throws out. But 
it soon becomes a wild 
goose chase up the Eastern 
seaboard dubbed “( 
om Who's You Daly: as 
the bros dig up Helen's exes 

or ribaldry go on for far, far, 
painfully 100 long, and all 

BROSCOFF 
FromPage | 

As he's grown as a song 
writer, he's leamed ways to 
encompass listeners with his 
lyrics. 

“1 don’t want 10 tell audi- 
ences what to think. | want 
them to apply their lives to 
the song and run with i" 

it's not funny and makes no 
sense would be bad enough, 
but there's a virulent strain 
of sexism, 100. Every wom 
an the brothers encounter 
is evaluated for their sexual 
potential, not anything cise 
Their own mother, played 
the legendary Close, is re- 
duced to a running joke that 
involves the exes repeatedly 
describing her sexual skills 
of their mother. 

Tack on a wildly misguid 
ed and totally random scene 
wherein the brothers pick 
up 4 hitchhiker, played by 
Katt Williams, and things go 
from bad to worse. Uptight 
Peter worries about the safe 
ty of picking up a stranger, 
insists he isn't suspicious 
because the potential nder 1s 
black, so Kyle demands to 
know if he's a serial killer. 
They him a nde tied 
up with jump ropes in the 
backseat. The brothers then 
bicker over how many girls 
they each hooked up with in 
high school and how much 
money they make. How 
could anyone involved in 
this project possibly think 
this was a good idea” 

There's an entire sub- 
genre of films now where 
Helms is the vessel for 
expressing a collective 
white male anxiety about 
masculinity, but played for 
laughs, because why face is 
sues head on? Those stories 
deserve to be told, but not 
at the expense of others, 
and the limited, privil 
worldview of “Father Fy 
ures,” which is laced with a 
cutesy, insidious streak of 
sexism, homophobia and 
racism makes for a broman 
tic comedy that illustrates 
how exclusion wih be Hol 
lywood's downfall 

and sexual references 
throughout. 

Distributed by Tritame 
Content Agency 

is a 21-foot bass cat boat 
with a 250 on the back 

“I bass fish as much as 
1 can, and this is like the 
Cadillac of boats,” he said 
But with a price tag of 

350000 and 4p he 4tid he 

or somelhing singlet 
“1 cherish time 

with With all the 
me, I'm enjoy- 

this thing called life.” 



PICK O’ THE WEEK 

“Dunkirk” (PG-13) 
Christopher Nolan has been 
high on my radar since his 
second film, “Memento.” 
He has never let me down, 
even through the weirdness 
of “Interstellar™ and the 
brilliance of “Inception.” 
“Dunkirk” is not only the 
best of the bunch but easily 
the most accessible to those 
who might not late 
his thought ing style 
It is taut, intense and pro- 
found. It is for British films 
about World War 11 what 
‘Saving Private Ryan" is for 
American films. It is also the 
best film of the year. A 

ICK! O’' THE WEEK 

“The EN” (unrated) 
Pathetic horror fare man. 
ages 10 exploit at least three 
things: the title, which 
adds “the” so it won't be 
mistaken for the Christmas 
classic film; an attempt to 
capitalize on the recent spate 
of living homicidal dolls 
films; and an attempt to cash 
n on the popularity of the 
Elf on a Shelf toy. It fails 
miserably. Then again, had 
this film actually been scary, 
the exploitation would have 
been an enhancement, not a 
detnment. F 

MORE REVIEWS 

“Acts of Vengeance” 
(R) Antonio Banderas has 
made an effective transition 
over the past few years to 
action star. That's quite a 
move for the actor who first 
burst onto the screen in Pe 
dro Almodovar sex romps 
And his films are of a much 
higher quality than some 
of the others who eke out a 
living m this genre (Yes, | 
mean you, Steven Seagal) 
This effort is sleek and ong: 
nal but 100 predictable. B- 
“All Saints” (PG) 

Thoroughly enjoyable fam 
ily film about an Anglican 
priest told to close his 
church when his flock falls 
to about 10 members. He 
gets a second chance when a 
group of Burmese refugees 
join the church and helps 
plant and raise crops to keep 
the doors open. Shot at the 
real-life church, this is a 
real-life story that both en 
tertains and stays true to the 
true story. hd you know? 
The film stars Barry Corbin 
and John Corbett who also 
worked rogether in the TV 
series “Northen Exposure ” 
B+ 
“American Assassin” 

(R) Michael Keaton 's mere 
presence helps elevate a 
pedestrian action thriller to 
genuinely intriguing heights 

ON SCREEN 
Epic true story is best movie of the year 

Reele ream 

By Nancy Adamson | nadamson@mrt.com 

8 
“Better Watch Out” 

(R) Clever film proves the 
horror genre is not out of 

and “Cops Robbers 
(R) The ploi is respectable 
but the execution of it is 
not. C- 
“Dementia 13" (un- 

rated) Remake of Francis 
Ford Coppola's first feature 
film captures the 1960s Brit 
ish horror feel but doesn't 
enhance what was already a 
poor to fair story. D+ 

“ Me 3” 

(PG) All of the characters 
are out in ways the 
first two films failed to do, 
and all get their moment in 
the spotlight. None, though, 
makes a more adorable 
impact than Agnes, the 
youngest of the three sisters 
Magnificently voiced by 
Nev Scharrel, the girl's 
quest to find and c a 
unicom is the best thing in 
the film. A- 
“Good Time" (R) 

Gnitty story of a man who 
uses his mentally challenged 
brother for a robbery. It's the 
best movie 10 use this kind 
of theme since 2007s bri} 
lant “The Lookout” B+ 
“The Heist” (unrated) 

Aka “Hatton Garden the 
Hest,” this is the first of two 

films in as many years cen- 

tered on one of the biggest 
robberies in British history 
Alas, neither truly captured 
the spirit of what drove a 
group of old men to commit 
the crime, and this one is 
not nearly as compelling as 
the one that followed, * 
Hatton Garden Job" D 
“Home Again” (PG- 

13) Watching this film is not 
an unpleasant experience 
Reese Witherspoon can en 
hance almost anything she's 
in (with the notable excep 
tion of “Hot Pursuit), and 
she tries valiantly to rescue 
the story. But this is a story 
that was either mishandled 
by the filmmakers or never 
was meant to be greenlight 
ed 10 begin with. C 

“1 Do ... Until | Don't” 
(R) This is the second 
feature written, directed 
by and starring Lake Bell, 
who scored an 
hit with her first film, “In a 
World. This effort, 100, is 
smart and funny. If you like 
your romantic comedies 
with a dash of feminism 
thrown in, keep this film on 
your list. 8 

“Kodi” (unrated) Stir 
ring documentary about the 
sprawling cat population of 

Istanbul, where the felines 
aren't kept as pets but are 
taken care of by the city's 
cat lovers. B 
“Kidnap” (R) Halle 

Berry delivers a spunky 
performance in a film that 
would otherwise be forgot- 
ten. She helps make it a little 
more interesting, but the 
story is too derivative to be 
entertaining. D+ 

. The Gold- 
en ” (R) Things 
progress wonderfully in this 
rousing sequel to 2014's 
delightful “Kingsman 
The Secret Service.” Then 

something strange happens. 

stop, and the story becomes 
achingly boring. That goes 
on for another 45 minutes or 
50, and things return to the 
c delight. B- 

. Last Rites of 
Ransom Pride” (R) 
Kudos to the small bunch 
of filmmakers and country 
music stars determined to 
keep the Western film alive, 
but this is the kind of film 
that does more harm than 
good. C 
“The Limehouse 

Golum” (unrated) By the 
time this British period mys 
tery reveals its big secret, 
most of its audience will 
have lost interest. C- 
“Logan Lucky” (PG- 

13) No one knows his way 
around a heist film better 
than Steven Soderbergh. The 
man behind the “Oceans 
117 remake and its sequels 
cannot only do the shick, 
Las Vegas style robbery, but 
he is just as adept when he 
takes the theme 10 a NAS. 
CAR race in the South. Not 
only is the robbery nifty, this 
is also one of the funniest 
films of the year. A 

“Singularity” (PG-13) 
Bizarre thriller melds the 
machine-killer future of the 
“Terminator” films with 
the Dystopian teen film 
themes found in the “Hun 
ger Games” and “Maze 
Runner” franchises. It has 
its moments but ultimately 
collapses under the wei 
of its own lofty goals. 

“Tulip Fever” (R) The 
film held such promise 
Had it stuck with its title's 
theme about | 7th century 
Amsterdam's obsession with 
the flower and the pursuit of 
it, it could have been great 
Rather, it doesn't venture 

FILM CAPS 

“Coco” (PG) A young boy 
with musical asprations visits 
he Land of he Dead. Voices of 
Gael Garcia Bernal, Anthony 
Gonzales. Bratt 
Renee Victor by Lee 
Unkrich. Co-diracted by Adrien 

Black, Kevin Hart. Writien by 

Luke 2:9 
An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lond shone around them, and they were 

terrified. 
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| mess of ideas that mi; 

Alexander Payne makes big mistake 
with small story in ‘Downsizing’ 
irector Alexander Payne got our 
votes when he offered a brilliantly 

ity with his insightful high school-based 
comedy “Election.” He with “Side- 
ways" that he could present a story as firm 
and dry as a prized red wine. 

He's done neither with his latest offer- 
ing, “Downsizing.” All the Oscar-winning 
filmmaker has shown with the production 
is how he came up short whether 

| to make social commentary, dealing with 
political satire or attempting just to be 
funny. The film is a massively muddled 

have made more 
of an impact if Matt 's performance 

| wasn’t so painfully bland. It probably 
| wouldn't have mattered with another actor, 
| but it sure couldn't have hurt 

The downsizing here has nothing to do 
with the cutting of employees that seems to 
have become a favorite corporate pastime 
In this case, it’s very literal. A Norwegian 

| scientist has discovered a way to shrink a 
Things almost come to a full | person who is 6 feet tall to five inches. A 

world of Lilliputian-sized would put 
less strain on the ecology and be a finan 
cial boom because houses, cars, food, etc, 
would all be so small, a person's personal 
wealth explodes to gargantuan size 

After | a life of mediocrity, Paul 
(Damon) Audrey (Kristen Wiig) 
Safranek decide to the money to be 
downsized. Things don't go as planned, 
and Paul finds himself living a miserable 
existence in the tiny world. It gets worse 
when he meets Ngoc Lan Tran (Hong 
Chau), a Vietnamese dissident who was 
shrunk against her will as punishment for 
her protests. Now she cleans up after the 
rich and famous. 

There are multiple places where the 
film appears to be ready to take some kind 
of stand but then crumbles in indecisive 
writing. Just before Paul and Audrey go for 
their transformation, they are confronted 
in a bar by a man who wants to know why 
people who are only S inches tall should 
have the same right to vote as normal-size 
people. His argument is those who have 
been downsized are spending less and kill 
ing the economy. Debates on the bigotry of 
this thinking could have filled the movie 
but Payne brushes it off with little discus 
son 

And, the idea the small population 1s 
hurting the world economy makes abso- 
lutely no sense. Yes, they can make one 
steak last for a year, but there has 10 have 
been a boom in miniature technology, since 

all the residents have cars, TV sets, tables, 
clothes and any other item a full-sized 
person would need 

It’s the off- way Payne presents 
Ngoc that the film's most brutally 
bad moments. Instead of making her the 
focal point of the idea that size doesn’t 
matter, the director strips away any power 
Ngoc might have by making Chau play the 
character with an accent in which every 
word she speaks sounds like a cat dragging 
its claws down a chalkboard making a baby 
cry while a car alarm goes unattended 

It’s not the accent that is so disrup- 
tive. It's the way Payne has directed Chau 
to deliver the lines. The delivery is so 
mechanical that Chau’s range of emotions 
go from annoyingly angry to obnoxiously 
uritating. This comes across as even more 
painful to watch because Damon shows so 
few genuine emotions as he gets verbally 
smothered by Chau 
The only person who looks 10 be enjoy- 

ing the process is Christoph Waltz, who 
plays Damon's noisy neighbor. He's loving 
the small life and has even found a way to 
make it financially work for him. It's such 
a pleasure to get to see Waltz play such a 
character who is 30 in love with life, since 
he so often plays the dark antagonist 

Payne's main theme is there will be 
haves and have-nots no matter what size 
the population. Chau's character should 
have been the spokesperson for a small 
community that has been reduced to strug 
gling 10 find food. Even that world is so 
poorly presented that the movie shows a 
darkness that isn’t part of the story 

05 sary 
Cast: Matt Damon, Kristen Wig, Hong Chau 

Christoph Walz. 
Director Alexander Payne. 
Rated R for language including sexual references. 

some graphic nudity and drug use 
Running ome: | 35 minutes 

Distribasted by Tribune Content Agency 
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Chilelhood Home 
A PRESIDENTIAL SITE 

10 AM-§ PM Tues-Sat, 2-5 PM Sun 

(Tours given until 4:30) 

1412 W. Ohio, Midland, TX 

432-685-1112 

www.bushchildhoodhome org 
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Christinas 

We will be closed on 

Christmas Eve 

and Christmas Day 

May Peace be your 

gift at Christmas 

and your blessing 
all year through! 



ON SCREEN 
‘Pitch Perfect 3’ takes 

strange but fun tonal shift 
hen the a cappella-themed 
comedy “Pitch Perfect” 
debuted in 2012, its success 

proved audiences were hungry for the 
style of raucous yet decidedly femi- 
nine humor it served up. The inventive 
musical numbers didn’t hurt either, and 
suddenly, the niche singing style most 
often seen on college campuses went 
mainstream 

With “Pitch Perfect 2." the franchise 
went bigger and broader, to mixed 
results 

In the final farewell of the trilogy 
Pitch Perfect 3" jettisons the body 
humor for action-adventure, and leans 
so far into the weird that it’s very, very 
strange, yet sometimes amusing. At least 
the music's fun 

The film, written by Kay Cannon and 
Mike White, directed by “Step Up Ali 
In” director Trish Sie, follows the Bellas 
(formerly of Barden University) as they 
struggle with life after college. No lon 
ger able to perform regularly with their 
best friends, they ‘re creatively stymied 
and nostalgic for their collegiate prime 
For one last hurrah, they decide to hop 
on a USO tour, which bizarrely takes 
place in Spain, Greece and the South of 
France not Fallujah 

There's a streak of self-reflection 
throughout “Pitch Perfect 3,” pointing 
out the formulaic tics of the franchise 
Is there a competition? There always 

has to be a competition,” a manic Chloe 
(Brittany Snow) breathlessly asks. Of 
course there 1s. On the tour, which 1s 
somehow sponsored by DJ Khaled (play 
ing himself), four groups will compete 
to open for him on the last night. The 
Bellas are feeling insecure when they 
check out their competition, who all play 
struments They find their rivals in the 
all-girl rock group Evermoist, headed up 
by a perfectly smarmy Calamity (Ruby 
Rose) 

And yet, a competition just isn't 
enough. Adding to the drama are some 
serious daddy issues. Fat Amy's (Rebel 
Wilson) long-lost father (John Lithgow) 
turns up for reconciliation, but he's got 
more nefarious ulterior motives, and the 
girls have to put their special aca-skills 
to work to thwart him. It's probably 
the only spy movie that will involve a 
choreographed performance of Britney 

— Fong 
weeds lo 

DECEMBER 31ST | “tnere re” | Tickets $250.00 
ONLY 350 TICKETS WILL I BE SOLD! 

1 in 350 chance to win a new Pickup, Gourmet Meal, Open Bar, LIVE DJ, Champagne Toast at Midnight, Fireworks, $1000.00 in Casino Money 

Casino “Prizes Include: Golf Cart, Golf Clubs, Shotgun, 
Spa Day, ‘Texas Hold'em Sets, Gift Certificates, and many more!! 

Spears’ “Toxic” deployed as a diversion 
tactic 

The script is dense with jokes, espe. 
cially oddball one-liners and visual gags. 
Silent weirdo Lilly (Hana Mae Lee) gets 
several of these kooky moments, but 
in general, the storylines feel thin for 
everyone not named Rebel Wilson. The 
film is truly a showcase for her brazen 
and silly brand of humor, and she even 
gets some wild fight scenes, as she 
battles her father's henchmen aboard the 
yacht 

Even Anna Kendrick's Beca has been 
given short shrift on her story. Quitting 
her job as a music producer kicks off the 
journey, and she is later faced with a de- 
cision about whether to leave her group 
and go solo, or stick with the team. Frus- 
tratingly, she plays both sides. Sut with 
the a udes out of the picture, there 
aren't any tortured romances, just some 
light flirtation. It’s truly a story about 
female friendship and its persistence 
And that harmonies can be deployed 
to fight criminals? The tendency to 
try and squeeze a cappella into as many 
incongruous vessels as possible is one 
of the unfortunate habits of the series, 
because it's fun enough without all the 
pyro. “Pitch Perfect 3 is so breexy it's 
completely weightless, but it manages to 
deliver just enough of the goods 

‘Pitch Perfect 3’ 

15 stars 
Cast Anna Kendrick, Rebel Wilson, 

Anna Camp, Brittany Snow, Ester Dean, 
Hailee Steinfeld, john Lithgow, DJ Khaled 
Directed by Trish Sie 
Running time: | hour, 33 minutes 
Rated PG-13 for crude and sexual 

content, language and some action 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency 
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Benefit ‘Permian ‘Basta 1st Responders with New Bullet Troof Vests 

For More Information or for Tickets Call: 432-741-2317 
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Louisiana Tech routs sloppy SMU 51-10 in Frisco Bowl 
By Sean Shapiro 

Associated Press 

FRISCO — J'mar Smith threw 
three touchdown passes and ran 
for a score, Louisiana Tech's 
defense scored twice and the 
Bulldogs rolled to a 51-10 victory 
over sloppy SMU on Wednesday 
night in the Frisco Bowl 
Smith completed 15 of 23 

passes for 216 yards, and Teddy 
Veal caught four passes for 84 
yards for Louisiana Tech (7-6) 
The Bulldogs led 42-10 at the 
half. 
SMU (7-6) fumbled on its first 

It was a disappointing debut 
for SMU coach Sonny 
against his former school. Dykes 
was 22-15 at Louisiana Tech from 
2010 to 2012 before leaving for 
California in 2013. Dykes was 
fired by Cal a year ago, and spent 
this season as an offensive analyst 
at TCU before SMU hired him to 
replace Chad Morris on Dec. || 

With most of the staff join- 
ing Morris at Arkansas, Dykes 
elected to coach the bowl game 
and installed graduate assistant 
GJ. Kinne as offensive coordina 
tor for the bow! game 

It didn't have the desired effect 

Louisiana Tech had a short field 
to work with after Secdrick Coo- 
per returned an interception 31 
yards to the SMU 30 
Amik Robertson returned an 

interception 55 yards for a touch- 
down less than a minute ler, 
pushing the lead 10 14-0 
SMU held onto the ball on it's 

fourth drive, but couldn't reach 
the end zone and settled for a field 
goal after stalling at 8 
On the ensuing kickoff, Jagwis 

Dancy had a 65-yard return, set- 
ting up a 6-yard touchdown pass 
from Smith to Veal fora 21-3 
lead 

offensive snap and turned it over 
on its first three drives and six 
times overall 

Smith gave the Bulldogs a 7-0 
lead on a | -yard sneak with 7:43 
remaining in the first quarter 

Louisiana Tech added retumed 

Please see FRISCO/2( 

there, Sonny 

Louisiana Tech safety Darryl Lewis (38) runs 23 yards for a touchdown after 
intercepting an SMU pass during the second quarter of the Frisco Bowl on 
Wednesday in Frisco 

Tim FischerMeporter-Telegram 

Nick Dens. Lee High 2016 graduate, talks with Lee assistant coaches Floyd White (Tar left). Will Murchison (center left) and Boe Smith (Tar night) 
Wednesday befre signing his letter of intent to play football with SMU 

Lee grad Dennis signs with SMU 
By Will Korn 
whorn@ mrt com 

Nick Denms was the first to admit that 
six years ago, as a freshman offensive 
lineman at Lee, hardly anyone pictured 
him competing at the Division | level 

But he embraced his past head on and 
held a clear vision of the future when 
he signed with SMU on Early National 
Signing Day, Wednesday afternoon at the 
Lee Field House 
Dennis will join the Mustangs under 

newly hired head coach Sonny Dykes, 
the son of late former Lee coach Spike 
Dykes, who directed the Rebels from 
1980-83 

Things weren't always rosy for the 
imposing Dennis, who stood 6-foot-4, 

Cowboys star Elliott mum in retu 
before abandoning the case i 
when an 

By Schuyler Dixon 
Associated Press York 

FRISCO  Fazekiel El 
hott's Dallas teammates 
alluded 10 the happy-go-lucky 
locker room Jenonality they 
missed — along with 
football skills — during the 
star running back 's six-game 
suspension. 

Elliott wasn't interested either 
in sharing that side of him 
self, or much of ing 
else in a 70-sec session 
with reporters that last year's 
NFL rushing leader abruptly 
ended because he didn't want 
uestions about his time away  * 
rom the team 
“All right, I'm done.” EI- 

lott said after the fifth such 
question — why he didnt 
want 10 talk about what he did 
in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico, 
ere he spent almost all of 

six-game suspension over 
domestic violence 

Elliott fought Commis- 
sioner Roger Goodell's deci- 

300 pounds in his senior year at Lee. He 
struggled with attendance, grades and 
commitment to even football itself for a 
time 

“Freshman year, | didn’t go to school 
| hated it,” Dennis said. “At that time, | 
lived in Odessa, so | had a 45-minute to 
an hour drive over here and | just didn't 
like it. | got really behind that yer 
Sophomore year it was kind of bet 
ter, but | wasn't on varsity and | didn’t 
take it seriously. Once | got on varsity, | 
started taking it seriously and we didn’t 
do 100 well (in the 2015 season) and | got 
behind.” 

Dennis decided it was time for a 
change heading into his senior season 
With a goal of playing college football in 
the forefront of his mind, he wanted to be 

Is court in New 
an injunction 

Soon after announcing that 
he was ending the appeal, 
Elliott went to Mexico. There 
were photos of him running 
on a beach, and apparently 
a planned documentary that 
has yet 10 be released. Elliott 
didn’t want to talk about that 

“Just watch it,” he said 
“Tell me the message you get” 

Elliott's 
weeks ago 
Ohio State star would release 

said six 
the former 

statement” before 
his return, but it never hap- 
pened. 
The closest thing was his 

only answer of substance 
Wednesday, when Elliott 

oa about 

better and he knew he could be. Still, he 
battled through ineligibility for the Reb. 
cls’ first five games of the 2016 season 

“1 wanted to be a leader for this team,” 
Dennis said. “Going into my senior year, 
I was ineligible that was very hard 
That made me realize that | to do 
better, so | can go 10 a D1 school eventu 
ally.” 

For Dennis, all that time lost on the 
field was difficult and it fueled him to 
change. He signed in February to play at 
Navarro Junior Culiege and Hiiouh an 
increased focus and dedication to his craft 
over the next two seasons, he eventually 
camed offers from nearly 20 Division | 
programs 

Please see DENNIS 2( 

rn from suspension 

8 Steelers, 6 
Eagles and 

Saints 
highlight Pro 
Bowl squads 

BW Cowboys sending DE 
Lawrence, OLs Frederick, 
Martin and Smith 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK The Pittsburgh 
Steelers lead the NFL in one category 
this season: most Pro Bowl players 

Antonio Brown, Le’ Veon Bell and 
Ben Roethlisberger are among cight 
Steelers selected for the all-star game 
They will be joined on Jan. 28 in 
Orlando, Florida, by tackle Alejandro 
Villanueva, guard David DeCastro, 
center Maurkice Pouncey, kicker Chris 
Boswell, and linebacker Ryan Shazier 
who is injured. Brown, also injured 
but expected back for the playoffs, 
was voted a starter, as were Bell and 
the three offensive linemen 

The Philadelphia Eagles and New 
Orleans Saints each placed six players 
in the game in balloting announced 
Tuesday 
Four rookies were chosen in voting 

by NFL players, coaches and fans 
running backs Alvin Kamara of the 
Saints and Kareem Hunt of the Chiefs 
cornerback Marshon Lattimore of the 
Saints, and safety Budda Baker of the 
Cardinals as a special teamer 
Two long snappers will be selected 

by each coach; the losing AFC and 
NFC team with the best record will 
have its coaching staff work the Pro 
Bowl! 

Twenty-four of the 86 Pro Bowl se 
lections are newcomers. That includes 
two of the three Rams specialists cho- 
sen: kicker Greg Zuerlein and return 
specialist Pharoh Cooper. Rams punter 
Johnny Hekker is a repeat Pro Bowler 
“The presence of five of our players 

on the Pro Bow! roster is a testament 
to the collective effort of our football 
team,” Rams coach Sean McVay said 
in a release. “While we emphasize 
football as a team sport, we appreci 
ate their individual contributions to 
our overall success. We're extremely 
proud of them.” 

Five teams have no representatives 
the Jets, Browns, Colts, Bears and 
Packers. 
Other AFC offensive starters: 

Patriots QB Tom Brady and FB James 

and AJ 
SE and LB CJ. Mosley; 
Broncos LB Von Miller; Texans LB 
Jadeveon ; Chargers DE Joey 
Bosa; Titans DT | Casey, Bengals 
DT Geno Atkins; and Miami S Reshad 

Starting on offense for the NFC: 
Eagles QB Carson Wentz, who is 

ye; Ravens 
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DA ILYRUNDOWN 
FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS 

ON THE AIR 
Football 

Bowl: Temple vs. 
FIU, 7 p.m., ESPN, ESPNDEP 

Fairleigh Dickinson at Mary 
land, 6 p.m, ESPNU 
Drexel at Loyola-MD. 6 pm 

Twitter 
Tennessee Tech at indiana. 

7pm. BTN 
UConn at Arizona, 8 pm 

ESPN2 
Alabama ASM at Michigan 

6pm. ESPNU 
Miami-OH at DePaul, 8 

pm, FS1 
idaho State at BYU, 8pm 

BYUv 
Gonzaga at San Diego 

State. 9 pm , CBSSN 
Kansas vs. Stanford, 10 

pm. ESPN2 

Portland State at Cal, 10 
p.m, P12, P12 BAY 
Women's Basketball 
Cal at Kentucky, 11 am. 

SEC 
Arkansas al Arizona State, 
Som, P12, P12AZ 
Tennessee at Stanford. 8 

p.m, P12, P12 BAY 

Men's Soccer 
La Liga: Eber vs. Girona 

FC, 12:20 pm., beiN, beiN E 
La Liga: Alaves vs. Malaga 

CF, 2:30 pm, beiN, beiN E 
Copa MX Final: Monterrey 

vs. Pachuca, 8:50 p.m., UDN 
NBA 

Boston at New York, 7 p.m 
TNT 
San Antonio at Utah, 9:30 

pm. TNT 
NHL 

Chicago at Dallas, 7.30 
p.m, FSSW 

RADIO 
NBA 

San Antonio at Utah, 9:30 
p.m, KBYG 108.1 FM/1400 

AM (Big Spring) 
Women's College Basketball 
Incarnate Word at Texas 

Yech, 2 p.m. KPET 105 1 
FMWB90 AM (Lamesa) 

TRANSACTIONS 
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YOUTH 
2 YOUTH FOOTBALL 
PLAYERS NAMED 
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LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Ages = 
NE on owe Le 
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VLNAUKES BREWERS — Promoted Whe 

Scars 1 ves re woe 
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wn 18 Caries Saran on 4 Pome vas comivnct 

SPORTS 
American Bowl on Dec 31 in 
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FOOTBALL STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
downs for the Bears, who lost passing and two scores in 

the game, while Jared Kelley 
passed for 237 yards and three 
scores for Regufio (13-2) 

Conn 3A Divan 7 - Gute (5.0) 0. 
Newton (1481.7 pm 

aed 
Cn 4A Dvn | Karwdate (14.1) v0 

Cartage (1540) 11 am 
Clune 44 Dvn 4 - Tears Pasar 

Gove (150) Went Orange Shark (1304 J pm. 
Conse 34 Dwar | - Dues Mghtand Pas 
114.1) va. Marr (140), 7 pm 

Cian 34 Owen + = Ande (15:01 vs Cote 
Seaton (132), 11 4m 

Conte 04 Dvir |< Aen (15-00 we Aue 
Lote Tavs (1301 3pm 
Cee $A Dvn + 

Opa 40, Tom 
Waco Mowey (150 

APSE SA ALL-STATE FOOTBAL SELECTIONS 
FRET TAN OFFENSE 

Lineman. 
BAYCEN CASTILLO, Viet West, 5 — Grade M4 secon. 

ho | 
~ CARSON TPP, CC Catton. St — M0 pacers grace. & 

| parca 
 —— 

CADEN LEGOETT. Guorgmown, & — 9.1208 you. 21 TD8 
CEDRC WITERSON 5. Cooaty &¢ — #11229 yin 15 TO 
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SPENCER SANCGAS. Darton Ayan && — 160.23 2.96 

vin 34 TO8 pum 740 rust you. § TO 

“20 
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TD 
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Oumar, Constey Ss Corton Wheton, CC Veterans Warmers S¢ 

Acer 
Br Conurgt. Lotions Comvnadn, SG! Dongen 

Darton Agr. Se 
——— 

Om Oem Luton Covonaein, $0 
Ping bots 

Dubus osm Jie Now, 5 Aare Puen, 54 
vegrncn Se. Thus Sune. Has fate, 

[ad 
Farm fou. » 

[oo cor — 
Lineman 

Aton Eacoten. CC Cotten, fi. Mgr Gc. | ators 
Conran, Se Bunty Juvwcrun, Kaerete Toey 5 Jamas Wika 
Nn 

BY a—— 
Duet Danse, Nawrvile Toy Sait Matus. FW Bowe 

Nie. Dates Hgend Park Thomas Sham. Daas Meghan 

Pa Duet Sevpmor. Asthe NorPumst. Injen. Thomas. Lingnc 

2017-18 BOWL GLANCE 
Canpartie Bow 
BY er 

Wwe 46 FU B4 Kam EW 

Fray 
aad 
—] 

Te 5.4 UAB 4 12% pm EIN 

Tamim ate Pome bow 
Boe 

tn Mergen 8.4m Woy (0 85 4 
- Ew 

hn) Bowe 
So Parte 5.2) wn. Sas or B40 Noor 
EE 

Armed Forms Bow 
For mn 

Dennis 
From IC 

Dennis said his expen 
ence with the Bulldogs was 
transformational in every 

| sense of the word 
“1 got out there at 

150 (pounds) and lost 
30 pounds in about two 
months and started at 
center the first nine games 
my freshman year,” is 

| sad. “Going from that to 
spring ball, there was so 
much improvement, (me) 
getting bigger and stronger 
Going into this year, | felt 
like | was a whole differ 
ent person from what | was 
in high school. It’s crazy 
what a JUCO can do toa 
kid.” 

Then, the offers began to 
roll in 

First came Troy and 
North Texas following his 
freshman season. Afler a 
strong sophomore cam 

Cowsovs 
From IC 

Sar Doge Sate (10.2) Army S039 
- ow 

Doster Gener Bow 
ost. kin. 

Appuncrar Sue 4) wow (1 2 
sm EW 

Sunde 
how 
o———— 

paign, even more programs 
came calling the Um 
versity of New Mexico, 
Southern Mississi and 
nearly every ( eT 
USA program 

East Carolina was the 
next in line and Dennis, 
who desired to play in the 
American Athletic Confer 
ence, was hooked after a 
visit 10 the He was 
verbally committed until 
carly-December, when 
Dykes was hired at SM1 

Dennis, who plans to 
study business, always 
had interest in SMU and 
savored the thought of be- 
ing close 10 home. Former 
SMU head coach Chad 
Morris - now at Arkansas 
had a few conversations 

with him before communi- 
cation died down 

But it was who os 
made a personal and im- 
pactful overture 

him go, we'll do that 100.” 

pm EW 

Sonor Cote (7-6) 8 ow 78, 518 om 
ow 

tr —— 
Sats Cie. Colt 

Arson 75 v8 Pn S80 R30 0m FOX 

“Right when | commit 
ted to ECU, coach Dykes 
got hired and called me the 
same day and said ‘Hey, we 
want to offer you a scholar 
ship and want you to come 
take a visit.’ | said ‘| just 
committed, | don’t think | 
want 10." Then | talked to 
(Navarro head coach Cody 
Crill) and uncle and 
family and told me | 
need to go take the visit. | 
took the visit and it was a 
pod idea because | really 
iked it 
“Sonny Dykes his dad 
(Spike) was a head coach at 
Lee. | want to go into col- 
lege coaching, so | feel he's 

to get me there better 
somewhere else that 

doesn't know me as well or 
isn't a west Texas guy. You 
take care of your own.” 

Lee offensive line coach 
Boe Smith, who coached 
against Dennis while at 

A 
Tons 0) vn Mh 8 9 5m BIN 

Trang Ove. 3 
Wy Bont 
Aragon 

ogre S06 w Ney B40 10m EW 

Comping hd Sous 
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Onarers Ste B35 . Voges er 5.9) 
45m BI 

Awe Bow 
BE 

Sarton 54 4 TOU (BR Spm BSW 

Odessa High, said Dennis 
has a bright future in the 
game 
“(He'll bring) toughness 

said. “1 think his work 
ethic, what he brings to (the 
position), his dedication 
and he's going 
10 be a really special player 
who will do great things.” 

Dennis, who expects to 

play either guard 
or center at SMU, said he's 
proud to be representing 
west Texas at the Division 
| level 

“It's awesome putting 
west Texas back on the 
map, showing that kids can 
come out of here and make 
it a difference.” Dennis 
said. “It's very exciting and 
an honor” 

Follow Will on Twitter 
@wWill_MRT 

particular Elliott anecdote. “He's 

while winning when he was 
gone figures to be more efficient with 
the versatile runner, pass-catcher and 
blitz blocker. 

“It just makes our offense that 
much better, that much more power- 
ful,” said Dak Prescott, 
the NFL Offensive Rookie of the 
Year last season with fellow first-star 
Elliott as his backfield mate 

“It’s hard to scheme and play us. 
You can load the box if you want, the 
way we've been gning in the passing 
game, we'll beat you that way. If you 
want to lighten the box up and let 

Frisco 
Pamlico eee 

second quarter. 
Darryl Lewis had a 23-yard 

Since he was first emerging as a 
star, Elliott's teammates say they've 
fed off what they see as his fun- 
loving nature. He's shown it for the 
cameras a few times as well, most 
notably when he jumped into a large 
Salvation Army red kettle after a 
touchdown on Thanksgiving last 
year. 

Elliott was suspended for the 

Ne Bale out ot Soin that, 
being able to come in here, run 

end DeMarcus Lawrence, deciding 
he wasn't quite ready to share this 

crazy. It's fun just to have a guy like 

Once they lost three straight games 
without him, the Cowboys figured 
they would need to win all five re- 
maining games to make the playoffs 
a year after Prescott and Elliott led 
them to an NFC-best 13 wins. 
Now they know they have to win 

the last two, while getting a rare late- 
season boost with the return of one 
of their best players. 

“He gets guys juiced up.” receiver 
Dez Bryant said. “We are excited to 
have him back and get to rolling.” 



Braves acquire OF 
Preston Tucker 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA — The At- 
lanta Braves have acquired 
outfielder Preston Tucker 
from the Houston Astros 
for a player to be named 
or cash. 

Tucker hit .250 with 24 
homers and drove in 96 
runs for Triple-A Fresno 
last season. He hit .243 
with 13 homers as a rookie 
with the Astros in 2015 but 
hit only .164 in 48 games 
with Houston in 2016 

Tucker could contend 

for playing time in left 
field for Atlanta after Matt 
Kemp was traded to the 
Dodgers in a five-player 
deal on Saturday. 
trade opened a spot for top 
froapeet Ronald Acuna, 

t Acuna is only 20 and 
has yet to make his major 
le: debut. 

raves right-hander 
Luke Jackson, who had a 
4.62 ERA in 43 games out 
of the bullpen last season, 
was designated for assign- 
ment to clear a spot on the 
team’s 40-man roster. 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL 
SCORES 
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TEXAS COLLEGE 
BASKETBALL 
ROUNDUP 

BAYLOR 80 
SOUTHERN 60 

WACO — Manu Lecomte 
scored 22 points and No. 18 

(3-9) with 21 points, and Jamar 
Sander had 14. Southern shot 
27 for 72 from the field (38 per- 
cont) but was only 2 for 185 from 
3-point range (13 percent). 

NEBRASKA 104 
UTSA M4 

LINCOLN, Neb. — James 
Paimer Jr. had 0 career-high 
25 points and Nebraska used » 
iste 9.0 un to UT Sen 

porate 0.8 sere ror 
ro re 

The Cornhuskers led by 
as many as 10 points in both 

halves only 10 see the Road- 
runners come back to te the 
score repeatedly in the second 

hall 
UTSA (7-8), which iralled by 

seven at intermission, ht 10 of 
its first 12 shots of the second 
hal, knotting the score at 70 
on Nick Allen's dunk with 11.27 
remaining. Nebraska opened 
up 8 fve point lead at 81-76 on 

free vows in the game hat 
saw USTA whistled for 31 fouls. 
Puimer was 13 for 17 from the 
ne. The Roadrunner were 9 of 
10 from the free throw ine. Ne- 
braska was called for 12 fouls. 

Nebraska used a 10-0 mid- 
frst half run to take & 27-17 

Patrick Semanshky/Associeted Press 

| Tampa Bay Rays’ Evan Longoria walks off the Seid after striking out in the ninth inning of a baseball game against the Balimore Ori- 
| oles on Sept. 21 in Baltimore. 

Giants acquire Evan Longoria 
from Rays for 4 players 

By Janie Mccauley 
Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO Evan 
Longoria expects to win immediately 
with the San Francisco Giants, whose 
run of success in even years is well 
documented — and the club's new 
third baseman knows all about that 

The Giants’ brass realizes add 
ing Longoria to the lineup and an 
already-talented infield gives San 
Francisco a far better chance of 
bouncing back from a surprising last 
place season in the NL. West 
An offense-producing third base 

man the Giants sought this winter, 
Longoria was traded from Tampa 
Bay on Wednesday for outfielder 
Denard Span, star infield prospect 
Christian Arroyo and two minor 
league pitchers. 

“I'm looking forward to bring 
ing everything | can and more to the 
clubhouse and the organization and 
being back in the postseason and 
winning like | expect to do,” Longo 
ria said. “It's an even year coming up 
and | know the Giants win in even 
years. That | am looking forward to 

The position had been a priority 
for San Francisco, and Longoria's 
durability means so much, too. He 
has played at least | 56 games in each 
of the past five years, all 162 in 2014, 
and also hit 20 or more homers in 
each of those five seasons 

“He's sorely needed and will be a 
great addition for us,” Giants general 
manager Bobby Evans said 

It marked the first big offseason 
move by cach organization 

Bay in effect is responsible 
for $14.5 million of the $88 million 
Longoria is owed, and the Rays took 
on $13 million in guaranteed money 
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due Span 
Longoria had $86 million in 

remaining guaranteed salary and 
buyout as part of a contract that 
runs through 2022 and contains a 
2023 club option. The $9.5 million 
in deferred money included in that 
total was converted 10 an assignment 
bonus payable by the Rays from 
2025-29. bo 3 Bay will give the 
Giants $2 million by this Dec. 31 to 
cover Longoria's assignment bonus 
and an additional $3 million by Oct 
31,2022 

The 32-year-old leaves Tampa 
Bay as the longest-tenured player in 
franchise history, afler spending 10 
of his big league seasons in a Rays 
uniform. He is the club's leader with 
1,435 games, 261 home runs and 892 
RBIs. Longoria started all 30 of the 
Rays’ postseason games at third 

Longoria batted .261 with 20 
homers and 86 RBIs last season. The 
2008 AL Rookie of the Year and 
three-time Gold Glover has played at 
least 156 games in each of the past 
five seasons and hit 20 or more home 
runs in all of those years 

Longoria grew up in Southern 
California as an Angels fan but has 
plenty of friends who cheer for the 
rival Dodgers. “I'm going to be say 
ing a lot of sorries.” 

Also, he's getting off turf, noting, 
“I'm excited to be playing on grass’ 

In November 2012, Longoria 
received a $136.6 million, 10-year 
contract with Tampa Bay that added 
six guaranteed seasons and $100 mil 
lion 10 his previous deal. If exercised, 
the option would make the agreement 
worth $144.6 million over 11 years 
He will complete his 10th season of 
major league service on the second 

day of next season, which would 

NBA ROUNDUP 

night 
how i 

have given him the right to approve 
any trade from the Rays as a 10-year 
veteran who spent five or more years 
with his current team 
Rays general manager Erik Ne 

ander said trading Longoria “was 
in the best long-term interest of our 
franchise.” 

Still, he was the face of a small 
market franchise and meant so much 
to the city 
“The decision itself was one that 

was incredibly difficult for us to 
make,” Neander said 

The 33-year-old Span has hit 
283 with 60 homers and 432 RBIs 
over 10 years in the majors, but San 
Francisco was looking for more 
athleticism and steady defense in the 
outfield. In fact, manager Bruce Bo 
chy had hed Span about the 
possibility of playing left field going 
forward. Span led the Giants last 
season with 73 runs scored despite a 
stint on the 10-day disabled list. He 
previously played for the Nationals 
and the Twins 
Bochy expects Longoria to bat 

third or cleanup, and he can already 
envision | a as part of a top 
infield with Gold Glove shortstop 
Brandon Crawford, second baseman 
Joe Panik and Brandon Belt at first 
“When you talk about the elite 

third basemen of the game, Evan's 
name is going to be there. He's been 
one of the most consistent third base 
men in the game.” Bochy said. “It's 
going to be one of the best infield 
defenses in the game” 

Arroyo, a first-round draft pick out 
of high school in 2013 about an hour 
north of Tampa in Brooksville, was 
one of the Giants’ jrosheets but 
didn't play in the - after ) 2 
because of a broken left hand 

and four steals. Oklshoma City 
has won eight of 11 after » 
rough start 10 the season The 
Thunder (16-15) are above 
S00 for the first time since 
ary November 

Paul George scored 10 of 
Ns 18 points in the third quarter 
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432-882-9701 
casadeamigosmidiand.org 

The Uptown Midland 
BPW has a nich history of 

leadership and community 

involvement. 

P37 
We invite you to learn 

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Midland Texas 

for a better Midland 

more about us, and to 

consider joining us’ 
Uptown Midland Business 

& Professional Women 

MidlandBPW.c or 

Pe 
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ESSENTIAL 

$ SENIOR LINK 

Older Adults & 

Baby Boomers 

Volunteer here 

to meet 
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your needs 
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for children & families 

InfoPmidiandnesdioread.org 
432-682-9693 

Providing counseling for 
those in need. for children 

and adults, regardless of 

level of income 

Counseling emphasizes 
support and healing of 

individuals and families 

3701 Andrews Highway 

Midland, Texas 79703 
432.570.1084 

111 Ww Wieash Ave. 

Midland, TX 79701 

(432) 683-1114 

“Change the Path of & Met's Like" 

4206 W. Loop 250 

- Midland, TX 79707 

(Inside PetSmart) 

432-520-3134 ext. 7 
www. midlandhumane.org 

www.centerstx.org LIKE us on Facebook 1709 W. Wah St 
Midland. Texas 79701 

Family split by repercussions 
of a long-repressed assault 

DEAR ABBY: | am estranged 
from my sister, whom | love 
dearly. The reason goes back 
many years. When | wes 13, her 
husband got me drunk and mo- 

432.695.9901 

GOREN BRIDGE 

With Bob Jones 

Extra chances 

were much harder to figure, so the 

Write Dear Abby at www Dear Abby com or PO. declarer at the first table took the club 
lested me. While | never forgot, | Bax 69440 Los Angeles, CA 90089 Hier cota finesse at trick two. West won with the 
94 atte possibly due to distributed by Universal Press Syndicate King ind continued withthe jack of 

moved on would co 

ue as usual Well, five years ago op U8 70 of spdee chat 
the trauma erupted inside of me cashed St. 2 Sunded 

DEAR ABBY 

BAST 
Ay thraghet Sighs that poseibhy 454502 

it was becoming a 
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SOUTH 
(131) 
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ul som west 

Opening lead Queen of 

In a recent team match, both teams 
reached the same contract after identi 
cal auctions. 

The opening spade lead was won in 
dummy perforce. There were five top 
tricks and either minor suit might pro- 
vide another four. The club play was 2 
finesse for the king — 0 percent, 
The chances in the diamond suit 

three hearts, discarding both of his 
diamonds. When South finally led a 
diamond, West rose with his ace as 
East shed a heart. East overtook West's 
seven of spades with the eight and 
cashed the long spade for down one 
The other declarer was not will- 

ing to put all of his eggs in the chub 
basket. He led a diamond 10 his queen 
at trick two. Should East hold the ace 
nd duck it, South would switch 10 
clubs and make his contract even with 
a club loser. If nothing good happened 
in diamonds, South could still fall back 
on the club finesse later. West captured 
the queen of diamonds with the ace 
and continued spades, as af the other 
table. South won his king of spades 
and led a diamond 1 the king in order 
10 take the club finesse. “Great was the 
fall thereon.” as Edgar Kaplan used 

oy. 
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ROOFING. Then he ved Hartmn to roet ti. «#® ROOFING 
432-522-1117 All Types of Roof and Roof repair ® Free Estimates \ponvinn this ad. and receive $300.00 

QUALITY, INTEGRITY, EXPERIENCE Commercial ® Residential off a full roofing job or $50.00 off any 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!!! www. HartmanRoofing.com repair of $200.00 or more 

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE HAGAR THE HORRIBLE 

on SEO A 8008 S0% SUT I JOY KNow 
HOW MUCH LONGER | CAN KEEP IT UP." 

recipients 
of two Of 12 Criter-Hatehlings™ Containing 
heh thet turned them Info ferocious carnivores. FAMILY CIRCUS 
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A DAY ON WALL STREET 
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OIL PRICES 
FUTURES 

Wednesday 
Previous: 

$58.09 
$57.46 

POSTED 
Wednesday 
Previous: 

WEST TEXAS SOUR 
Wednesday $52.00 
Previous: $51.28 

NATURAL GAS 
$2.637 
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AP graphic 

| Major US companies say workers 
will see some of tax windfall 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Hours after landing a 
massive tax windfall, AT&T, Comcast 
Wells Fargo and Boeing -— among other 
major companies - announced plans 
Wednesday to share a fraction of their boun 
ty with workers 

The moves pleased President Donald 
Trump, who has claimed his $1.5 trillion in 
tax cuts that largely favor the wealthy and 
businesses would ultimately help the middle 
class 

But Democratic lawmakers and corporate 
watchdogs say the move is a public relations 
stunt that pales in comparison to the profits 
the companies’ shareholders and executives 
will reap because of the lower tax rates. The 
stock market, as well, has risen on the belief 
the savings will largely go to mvestors. 
rather than workers 

Trump was quick to celebrate an 
announcement by Dallas-based AT&T that it 
would pay a $1,000 bonus to 200,000 work 
ers once the tax bill passed Wednesday 1s 

signed nto law. His praise came as the Jus 
tice Department is suing to block a proposed 
$8S billion merger between the communica 
tions company and Time Warner, a deal 
Trump has objected to as “not good for the 

country.” 
Outside the White House, Republican 

lawmakers clapped and cheered as Trump 
highlighted AT&T's planned bonus 

High 8.991268 

FA 
J 

Low 8.908 42 

payments 

“That's because of what we did,” Trump 
said. “So that's pretty good. That's pretty 
good.’ 

The president suggested other companies 
would be making similar announcements, 
saying “We're going to see something that's 
very special” 
Comcast said later Wednesday it will give 

$1,000 bonuses to more than 100,000 
employees. Wells Fargo said it will boost its 
minimum wage to $15 an hour, as well as 
donate $400 million to nonprofit and com 
munity organizations. Major government 
contractor Boeing said it will provide an 
additional $300 million for job-training. 
facility upgrades and charitable giving 

A White House official said the compa. 
nies did not coordinate these announcements 
with Trumps’ economics team. The official 
insisted on anonymity to discuss private con 

versations. Trump has had an uneven rela 
tionship with corporate America since his 
election. He simultancously met with CEOs 
for job announcements that enhanced his 

reputation as a dealmaker, but he also 
deployed a populist anger on Twitter tc 
berate companies that crossed him 

The business community initially 
embraced and courted Trump, only to back 
away after his failure to strongly condemn 
white nationalists whose August rally in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, lead to the death of 
a counter-protester 

New blow for Uber: Top EU 
court likens it to taxi service 

{ssociated Press 

BARCELONA, Spain ~~ Uber suffered a 
new blow Wednesday as the European 
Union's top court ruled that it should be 
regulated as a transport company instead of 
a technology service, a decision that crimps 
its activities around Europe and could 
weigh on other app-based companies too 

Taxi drivers honked horns to celebrate 
the ruling, which punctures Uber's image 
as the pioneer of a new gig economy that's 
setting its own rules while governments 
clamber to keep up 
Uber — which is wrapping up a particu 

larly punishing year sought to downplay 
the decision, which might only affect the 
company's operations in four countries 
Uber sad it will try to keep expanding in 
Europe anyway 
The decision by the Luxembourg-based 

F wopeu Court of Justice in theory applies 
to ride-hailing services around the 28. 
nation EU. But the ruling leaves it to 
national governments to decide how and 
whether to change the way they regulate 
Uber and similar services 
Uber has gained 2 strong foothold and 

customer base in most European countries 
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adapting its multiple services to bend to 

local rules when faced with legal chal 
lenges. Its hallmark low-cost service 

hooking up unlicensed freelance drivers 
with riders via an app is already banned 

in many European cities, and instead 
Uber's services are much like taxis, just 

more flexible and sometimes cheaper 
Some other internet-based businesses 

fear the ruling could suppress innovation 
and usher in other restnctions, as Furopean 
authorities look for ways to regulate com 
panies that operate online and outside trad: 
tional sectors and don't fit in with existing 
laws. 

The decision stems from a complaint by 
a Barcelona taxi drivers association, which 

wanted to prevent Uber from setting up in 
the Spanish city. The taxi drivers said Uber 
drivers should have authorizations and 
licenses, and accused the company of 

engaging in unfair competition 
Arguing its case, San Francisco-based 

Uber said it should be regulated as an infor 
mation services provider, because it is 
based on an app that connects drivers to 
riders 
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| Stocks end mixed after 
| bouncing around for much 
| of the day 

NEW YORK — U.S. stocks 

2.500 | 
| 

Low 2878.18 | 

AP graphic 

ments in January. But with a tax bill 

passing at the very end of the year, 
TD Ameritrade Chief Market Strate- 
gist JJ Kinahan said that pattern 
might not hold 

The Standard & Poor's 500 index 
lost 2 22 points, or 0.1 percent, to 

2,679.25 The Dow Jones industrial 
average foll 28.10 points, or 0.1 per- 
cent, to 24,726.65 The Nasdaq 
composite sid 2 89 points, or less 
than 0.1 percent, lo 6 960 96 

Metal prices rise 

Gold rose $5.40 to $1.269 60 an 
ounce Silver climbed 12 cents lo 
$16 28 an ounce. Copper added 4 
cents to $3 20 a pound 

MIDLAND STOCKS 
Midland-Headquartered Publicly 

Traded Companies 

Concho Resources (CXO) 
Closing Price $146 81 Up 6.50 

Dawson Geophysical 
Closing Price $5 04 Up 004 

Diamondback Energy (FANG) 
Closing Price $117 24 Up 5 43 

Legacy Reserves (LGCY) 
Closing Price $1.20 Up 002 

Mexco E (MXC) 
Closing Price %3 08 Up 002 

Natural Gas Services Group 
| Closing Price $25.75 Up 0.35 

ProPetro Holdings (PUMP) 
Closing Price $19.80 Up 0 53 

RSP Permian (RSPP) 
Closing Price $37 98 Up 0 94 

Ring Energy 
Closing Price 

Viper Energy Partners (VNOM) 
Closing Price $22 13 Up 0.71 

1397 Up 053 
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Can't find your favorite stocks or mutual funds listed? 
Send your favorite to sdoreen@mrt.com or mmcewen@mrt.com 

We will regularly update the Permian Basin stocks fist 
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LOTBAC 
RRACEKC 
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CLUE: This person's real name was Edward Teach 
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Each Wuzzle is a word riddle which 

o Cromiess fingtized word, phrase, name, 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME Sd . 

WOOD 9 A : ° 2 
WORD PUZZLES BY TOM 

one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words 5 1 

ROH 

2 Lo] E 3 WOWOLFO 

AE — 10 RSE 

Print Your Answers Here: 
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Vestordays | Jumbles: ICING  SKIMP : 
Answer: You can buy shares of IBM because the baad Lo SS 

exchange has plenty — IN STOCK 

Be sure to check out Sunday’s edition to read weekly 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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THE BEST WAY TO FIND A NEW CAREER™ 

www.TexasBackToWork.com | 

Clerical Associate 
Now hiring individual with strong computer skills, billing 

Natural Gan Services Group has an immediate opening for a Design 
Engineer Responsbittes Sofware moroverment. design squpment 

wiring 
Sant interaction are essential Excellent Salary and Bene package 

For more information of 10 SuUbMAL your resume, contact 
et 1 282 41) 

Cimarron Place in Midland is HIRING! We are looking to expand 
Our GFOWING 18am with the folowing postions Resdent Care 
Partners an Assistant Cook. and a Maintenance ” 

and riche publications 

TIS position requires erceient communication skills. must be able 10 work 
fesible hours (largely In he sary moming hour inching weekends) have 
rehable YarspONAton Candidate with previous newspape! delhvery 
srpanence prefered tut not required 

This in 2 A me salaned position sigitle or Al benefits Inchuding heath 
non. dental and paul mae off with a rcaflent Seng salary 

To apply. please ema your resume and cover letter 1 

VINTAM in looking 19 bre in Seminole. TX | Carlsbad NM 

Ouolfcations. 

+ Mirvmum of 1 pears meperience with rowble GF Survmping Products 

+ Laparane in OF ond Gan Surveying 
+ [perience collecting wrvey date to wpport Ov Engineerny design promt 

Trrefart bane package ond tempefitive wage 

0oty orine I www AUNT NG 0 
s,s. 
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MERCHANDISE 

EARN UPTO 
$500 PER WEEK! 
Do you have 

a reliable car V 4 75 
with insurance UN 
and a phone?? 

Become an 

independent 

contractor delivering 

the Midland 

Reporter-Telegram 

in the in the Midland, 

Odessa, Andrews, Stanton, 

and Big Spring areas. 

Please come by our office 

located at 201 E. Illinois 

and fill out a carrier 

information sheet. Oscar 

Ronquitlo 432-687-9001 

1432.682.5 

S0me EE hi TE 

LOCAL TRUCK DRIVER COL A OR § / SHOT CREW MEMBER 
Austin Powder Company it Mring st ow Widiend, TX location 

* Operate company vacien 16 irsnaport products 10 and from job shes. 
* Lomding/unioading product for defivery, reauent Hing of 40-50 prund 
product bags or bores 

* Partorm \abor support» job shes snd location 
Quathcations 
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mrt classifieds 
© 4326826999 @ 4326826222 Q mrtclassifieds@mrt.com 

Sealed Proposals will be accepted by the County Purchasing 
Agent. located in Suite 1101 of the Midland County Courthouse, 

Jj 500 N. Lormine Street, Midland, Texas 79701 until 10.00 AM. 
Loos! Time, January 18, 2018. The proposals will be opened and 
acknowledged st 10:08AM . Local Time, January 18, 2018 | 

Generally. the Commissioners Court selection wil be made with- 
In 30 days interested parties are invited lo stiend the proposal 
acknowledgment and the Commissioners Court meeting 

I] RFP 17TMCOS29 DOWNTOWN LIBRARY RENOVATION BI 
Ij CONSTRUCTION 

A MANDATORY wis survey wil be heid af 9:00 AM. on Thurs. 
day. January 4. 2018 at the Midland County Downtown Library 

{fl Mitand Courty reserves the Aight to remct any or of of the 
[ responses. to wave af formaiies. and to withdraw the RFP Bi 
1] ot any me 
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| bi
 The RFP wil be avadable on Thursday December 21, 2017 

{ Information may be obtained fom the County Purchasing 

HY Agent's Office 432-688-4872 or pur103Mco midland tx us or 
| Purchasing webpage 
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See how this ad 
caught your eye 

with its effective 

use of a border 

as a frame? Ask 
your Rep. about 
framing your ad 

it
 

Request for Charter Bus Services 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE The Midland independent School Ditnct invites 
dors 10 submit a sealed proposals) for RFP 
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Pursuant to the Decree and Order for 

Partition by Public Sale entered in 

Cause No. 7104 in the | | 8 t h District 
Court in Martin County, Texas, the fol- 
lowing property will be sold by public i 
auction 

i Hi
 

i | 
- 
yam 
barr. 
pool Lage parking 
pad 24x30 
hop 
door i 
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THE SURFACE ONLY OF SECTION 43, § 
BLOCK 37, TOWNSHIP 1 NORTH, 
TEXAS & PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPA- 
NY SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 233, 
MARTIN COUNTY, TEXAS, CONTAIN- 
ING 64081 ACRES OF LAND, MORE Hi 
OR LESS 

Such sale will be for cash, which may al- 

so be in the form of certified funds. The 
public auction will take place in front of 
the northeast corner of the Martin Coun- 
ty Courthouse on the 2nd day of Janu- 

ary, 2018 between the hours of 10:00 
am and 10:30 am 

LOST CAT, Weot Kan 

For information about the property, 

please contact Brent Preston at (806) 
470-0464 
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il We buy homes in any area 
in any condition. 

Call the Scott Williams 

18t ESTIMATE FREE. 

[PAINTING SHEET 
rock, repairs, fans, 
whecirical. 
Sefoor & bath. Per. 
man Maintenance 

Media Group 

s to be the premier media provider in the nunity. Let our team of expert 

to develop a résults-driven, first rate-digital and print marketing strategy for your busine 

DIGITAL MARKETING SERVICES 

MAT Media Group has an extensive offering of digital 
promotional tools that produce measurable results for 
today's online marketing wena. We offer marketing 
solutions through digital channels such as search engines, 
websites, social media, email, and mobile apps. 

MAGAZINE MARKETING SERVICES 

MAT Media Group has an extensive line of Magazine 
publications offering 2 variety of local content and 
specialized categories 10 fit all your needs. We offer MRT 
Business Insider, Midland Magazine, Discover Midland, MRT 
All American and MRT Off Report. 

We don't sell advertising, we offer marketing solutions! 
MRT Digital Services will help you find your customers 

and engage with them to grow your business! 

Local, Trustworthy, News At Your Finger Tips. 
Advertise - 432-687-8811 

INSIDER 

PRINT MARKETING SERVICES 

MRT Media Group is a seven day a week paper offering a 
variety of local content and specialized categories to fit al 
your needs. We offer Education, Health, The Weekender, 
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Draw the snowman that should come next to complete the Find the words ; ORNAMENTS : BY locking up pattern in cach row 

OREOREO] || EE 
SOBEHGS [| Hn 

Look through the newspaper to find a news 
story about someone being naughty and 
another news story about someone being 
nice. Write a letter to each of them. 

Standards Link: Writing Applications. Write informal leflers 
using comect format. 

ROLLS 

ELVES 

TEDDY 

PAINT 
CANDY 

TAPE 

MUGS 

OXY Permian 
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__Comer 
Gifts 

Students describe some gifts 
that money can't buy. 

Write a song with no help. 
Someone who really loves 
you will love it. It could be a 
Christmas song. Use interesting 
words and give it to the person 
who loves you 

Gabby, 
pod grade 

A present that doesn’t cost 
money is service. Another 
thing is love and another thing 

| is caring 

Shannon, 
2* grade 

You can give a gift they will 
| never forget like a picture, or 

tell them a story, or a huge hug 
Not a television or an X-Box 
But best of all is a lot of love 

Christian, 
2 grade 

I would make a card out of 
some leftover paper. | would 
write about how much I love 

od that person, and draw some 
things on it as well. Then | 
would take an old can and cut 
out a diamond. | would take 
some wire from my wire fence 

| and put through the top of the 
diamond to make an ornament 
Finally, | would take the 
omament and the card and put 
them under the Christmas tree 

Zane. 
5* grade 

This year | am so totally 
bankrupt. | can’t donate my 
gifts to the toy drive this year 
1 could re-gift a bunch of 
things or that's it. | can donate 
my time to help the hungry 
There is a House of Mercy 
down the road from my house 
My family and I will measure, 
pour. package and send food to 
Africa for hungry children 
This good deed will only cost 
me my time 

Cole, 
4" grade 

A good no money gift would 
be a stuffed animal from home 

Porter, 

4* grade 

A gift that you can give that 
doesn’t cost money is love 
You can’t buy it and you can't 
trade somebody for it. You can 
give love by showing kindness 

Faith, 
5* grade 

You can make a paper card 
from home. You can give one 
of your toys. You can send 
them a book. You can give 
clothes that don’t fit anymore 

Faith, 
2 grade 

I can give my mom a cookie for 
Christmas and make the bed 

Breyanna, 
1” grade 

Write On! 

energy 


