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Hospital employee pay is hot topic

By Roy McQueen
SDN Publisher
Compensation — or the lack
of it — dominated most of the
discussion at this morning’s
Cogdell Hospital board meeting.
In a 2'%2-hour ting prior to
an executive to review
applications for ghe vacant chief
executive officer's post, the
board tabled a two-part proposal
for extra pay for director of nurs-
es Cheryl Chance who also is

acting CEO.
Last March, the board okayed

STUDENTS EVACUATED —
Photo by Anmie Rowe)

1iY:

a safety precaution after a bomb threa

a two-tiered salary structure for
the director of nurses and for the
chief financial officer based on
reduced operating costs —
including lowering the number
of employees or full-time equiva-
lents (FTEs).

The” CFO is no longer
employed; -but past board chair-
man Carl Williams, in a letter to
the board, noted that Chance is
due $4,242 because he said the
goals were met.

In addition, Williams said that
hiring an intenm CEO would
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have cost $9,000 a month. His
letter suggested that the acting
CEO be paid 30 to 50 percent of
that amount.

Board member Terry
Williams, noting that the hospital
IS in a financial turnaround
mode countered that it would be
moré Appropriate to form a com-

pensation committee to look at
all staff salanes.

Williams said that the board
had frozen salaries in 2000 when
cash at the hospital was at S2.5
million. “Now we have S300 to

H@School students calmly walk to West Elementary as
was received at the school on Wednesday. (SDN Staff

Bomb threat response praised

Snyder law enforcement offi-
cers responded to a bomb threat
at Snyder High School shortly
after 11:30 a.m. Wednesday.

Last Thursday a person con-
tacted the alternative education
program saying that there was a
bomb in the building. The pro-
gram’s five students were evacu-
ated to the Junior High.

Festivities set
to open WTC

baseball field

Western Texas College will
host festivities Friday morning to
inaugurate the new baseball facili-
ty on campus before the start of
the opening day game between
the Westerners and Vernon Col
lege.

A ribbon-cutting cerémony by
the Snyder Goldcoats will follow
the 11 a.m. introduction of WIC
board of trustees members Lee
Presswood, Carolyn Barbee, Jay
Kidd, Eddie Peterson, Drew
Bullard, Scott Richburg and Jack-
ie Greene.

The WITC cafeteria will then
host a tailgate party immediately
following the ribbon cutting until
1 p.m. at the baseball field. Ball
park fare featuring hamburgers
and hot dogs will be on the menu.
Cost for the meal is S5 and the
public is invited to attend.

The teams will begin batting
practice at 11:30 a.m. and will take
infield and outfield after both
teams bat.

The teams will be introduced at
1:30 p.m. and Devin Deloera will
sing the National Anthem at 1:45.

Albert Deloera, who helped
sponsor the Westerners in pur-
chasing uniforms, will throw out
the first pitch at 1:55 p.m.

With the latest incident how-
ever, evacuating the schools 723
students took a-fittle more time.

“Under the circumstances, we
were pleased with the way that
the staff and the students han-
dled the bomb threat,” said Sny-
der Supt. Dr. Ronny Collins. “We
have procedures in place and
when the call was received the
staff started taking the proper
steps right away.”

Students were evacuated near
the start of their lunch hour to
the Towle Park barn and to West
Elementary where they waited
while Snyder and Scurry County
law enforcement along with
school faculty and staff began
conducting a search of the
school building.

“We conducted a search of the
buildings and classrooms in the
high school and did not locate
anything unusual,” said Snyder
Police Sgt. Brian Haggard.
“After the search was complet-

ed, we determined that it was
safe to let the kids go back into
the school.”

After a delayed lunch, students
were allowed to leave at about
2:15 p.m. and were instructed to
return at 3 p.m. followed by reg-
ular dismissal at 3:30 p.m.

“The safety of the kids i1s our
number one concern,” Dr.
Collins added. “There were so
many people who did a great
job.”

The expense of responding to
a fraudulent incident such as this
takes an enormous toll on Sny-
der and Scurry County citizens.

“The person who is responst-
ble for this hurts more than just
the school,” said Sgt. Haggard.
“Everyone pays a price. Not only
does it cause everyone to experi-
ence fear and worry unnecessar-
ily; it’s an expense to the citizens
for law enforcement and for fire
and rescue to respond. It affects

the whole community.”

$400,000 and had to get a pay-
ment from the commissioners
court.”

Dink Foree, who was elected
board chairman on a split vote,
said a compensation study was
done in 2000, but the past admin-
istration had violated the guide-
lines set for salaries.

Willlams made a motion to
table action on the reimburse-
ments and to form a compensa-
tion committee to study all staff
salaries. Foree said he had been
advised by the county attorney
that the board can not go back
and make pay retroactive.

The discussion hit hard on
inequities of pay throughout the
hospital. “A lot of things were not
transparent (from the last admin-
istration), Willlams said. “Who
knows what we’re going to find.”

Interim CFO Ron Hunt sug-
gested that the incentive pay-
ment for cost reductions to
Chance be based on audited fig-
ures.

Williams then amended his
motion to concur with Hunt's
suggestion and to form a com-
pensation committee to study all
salaries m the hospital — includ-
iIng those who have taken on
additional responsibilities.

Williams, Mark Cullifer, Wade
Warren and Foree voted for the
motion while Dr. Charles
(hurth and Bo Roblnwun cast

“no” votes.

In the nursing and administra-
tive report, Chance said the com-
mittee needs to meet promptly to
consider more competitive
salaries for nurses.

Chance said one LVN is leav-

| g a S10 per hour job at the hos-

pital to take a S14 job at a nursing
home. “It's a sad commentary,”
said Chance.

Hunt added that the nursing
shortage will become acute
nationwide, and that the cost of
agency nurses, if available, will
become more costly.

Chance said the hospital needs
to start advertising for nurses
and that increased pay will be
important. “People don’t want to
move to Snyder. When | moved
here in 1977, Snyder was pro-
gressive, but it’s not any more."

Chance also said that a mar-
keting program for the assisted-
living facility needs to be imple-
mented. In the 23-bed facility,
there are currently 15 patients.

Net patient revenues for the
month of December were S1.7

million and net loss for the
month was S194.355.

Hunt said that almost $100,000
of the loss was due to a year-end
inventory of supplies and that he
made the adjustment from the
balance sheet to the operating
statement rather than waiting for
the auditors.

Hunt spent considerable time
explaining to board members the
way contractual and Medicare
adjustments are made.

Hunt noted that downsizing of
the hospital from 99 to 49 beds
will result in increased reim-
bursements — some $S65 per visit
to the rural health clinic by
Medicare patients.

Out-going board members
Carl Wilhams and Bill Voss were
due to be recognized, but were
not present.

Foree was named chairman
after being nominated by Terry
Willlams. Robinson nominated
Dr. Church.

Robinson and Cullifer voted for
Church while Williams and War-
ren voted for Foree. Deadlocked,
Foree then cast a vote for himself
to become chairman.

Church was named board vice
president and Williams was elect-
ed secretary.

Regarding the rural health
clinic, Chance said one nurse
practitioner from Arizona accept-
ed and then turned down the
position. Another interview is set
for Saturday.

Dr. Bid Cooper, chief of the
medical staff, proposed a by-law
change allowing an observation
period increase from three to five
hours to determine if a patient 1s
in labor.

].B. Tate, a part-time employee
of the hospital and Cogdell Foun-
dation, gained approval to submut
a $50,000 grant application to the
Office of Rural Community
Affairs. The funds would be used
to purchase a van and a baby
warmer.

In administrative reports, it
was noted that Chnsty Brown,
administrative assistant, has
taken a job with University Med-
ical Center in Lubbock and k-
day will be her last day at
Cogdell.

JoBeth Hardegree, quality
improvement director, said that
Cogdell will receive $75,000 from
Medicare for participating in a
quality of care program.

Following a the executive ses-
sion the board announced that
each member will pick eight
CEO candidates and then the
board will pick up to eight candi-
dates for personal interviews.

Tyler Trout, 2003 graduate of SECURITY ADVANCMENT — Price Daniel Prison Unit Secu- PERSONNEL PROMOTIONS — Non-Security personnel pro-
Snyder ngh School and slated as rity officers receiving promotions were (front row) Michael motions went to (front) Linda Warren, Esther Cabrera, Marie

the opening day starter, will get

Logan,

Danny Ragan, Rhonda Roemer, Gregory Howard McRoberts, Debbie Roemisch (standing) Gaston Tarbet,

the season underway with the (Mdmg) Richard Kruger, Kyle Herrley, Malcom Small and Robert Warren, Tammy Boen, James Gamel and Stephen
Frankie Sanchez. (SDN Staff Photo)

first pitch at 2 p.m.

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR
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the season is over before

..has been a resident of
Snyder since 1955. She is
married to Hazel Under-
wood and they have two chil-
dren: Jim Underwood of
Snyder and Deana Flavel of

Vetta Underwood...

the
Group.

San Angelo and they have
five grandchildren. Vetta's
favorite hobbies are crochet-
ing and being 'a member of
Emmaus

Reunion

o

Don’t ever go
place until you figure how In
the heck you’re gonna’ get
yourself back out.

Mcllroy. See story on page 10. (SDN Staff Photo)

TODAY’S THOUGHT

In some-

—Red Adair
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Home of Corey Knipe

| would like to know how to
get an application. I mean, do |
g0 to a website or write a letter
or what? | _

I'm talking about how you
sign up to get a blessing from
Pope John Paul II.

Now he seems like a heck of
a nice guy because he hands
out a lot of divine approval to
everyone from scout troops to
pets on parade.

Recently, a group of break-
dancers were asked to perform
for the Pope and afterwards, he
blessed the vyoungsters for
spinning on their headsand
twisting their appendages like
a bunch of Gumby dolls.

Now, don’t get me wrong. |
think talent in any form is a gift
from God.

But, what’s wrong with gettin’
a little blessin’ for two steppin”?

| grew up in South Texas
where dancing is as much a
genealogical heritage as it is"a
rite of passage from childhood
into adolescence.

Didn’t you ever hear Tanya
Tucker sing San Antonio Stroll?
In the song she sings about
being left behind when she was
too young to boogie. But when
she finally learned all the right
moves, her maw, paw and big
sister would take her along.

Nowadays some well-mean-
ing busybody would report her
neglectful parents for leaving
her home alone to listen to The
Grand O’ Opry on the radio.

What | mean is I don’t believe
break-dancers deserve any
more favoritism from the Pope
than country dancers do.

Think about it, there’s a lot of
dedication that goes into per-
fecting the Cotton Eye Joe.
Added to that, you have to learn
the “words” to it. My fellow
“kickers” know the verbiage.

| really believe that this
needs to be brought to the
Pope’s attention. Don’t get me
wrong. | have a great deal of
respect for ‘anyone who can
throw themselves into a one
and a quarter twist backward
from a flat-footed position. (Yes,
they do that.)

But, should there not be
equal consideration for those
who can do the Cowgirl Twist,
the Chill, the Electric Slide, the
Bump and Grind and the ever-
popular Chicken Dance without
so much as a bathroom break?

So what's the next step? A
committee, perhaps. We’'ll start
a group called PEST: Papal
Eucharist Solicitors of Texas
and I'll cast the first vote for
Willie Nelson as chairman.

Now, which one can translate
“Hey Cowboy, wanna cut a
rug?” into Italian for me.

Tax deadline
approaching

The deadline for payment of
property taxes in Scurry County
IS nearing.

Diana Williamson, Scurry
County tax collector, said Jan. 31
is the deadline for paying taxes.
However, since the last day of Jan-
uary falls on Saturday, taxpayers
may bring payments in person no
later than Monday. If the payment
is mailed, it must be postmarked
by Jan. 31.

“If someone wants to mail a tax
payment, it must be postmarked
no later than Jan. 31. However, if
taxpayers would like to wait until
Monday, they may come in and
pay over-the-counter and avoid
any penalties,” she said.

After Monday, penalties and
interest will be added to the pay-
ments.
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Book fair

Business After Hours

WHAT'S
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Scurry Community Services book fair continues through Friday.

Chamber of commerce members are invited to meet for Business After
Hours from 57 p.m. today at the chamber office. Light refreshments will be
served. The session will give chamber members the chance to network and get

acquainted.

tena.

Church of God revival

The Church of God, 1411 College Ave.,

Hermleigh booster club

The Hermleigh Booster Club will meet at 7 this evening in the school cafe-

is hosting a revival today through

Sunday. All services will be at 7 p.m. with the exception of 5 p.m. services on
Sunday. Evangelist is Stepaen Smith from Colorado.

Graduation planning meeting

Parents of SHS seniors are invited to attend a planning meeting at 7 tomight
at the Student Center to discuss end-of-school activities.

WTC adult basic education classes
Adult basic education classes at WIC are held Tuesday, Wednesday and

Thursday from 8 a.m. until noon, and from 6-9 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday.
Classes include E.S.L., GED and refresher courses. Certified teachers and
Spanish-speaking aides teach the classes. Call 573-8511, ext. 322.

Turkey shoot

A turkey shoot sponsored by the Scurry County Rodeo Association starts at
10 a.m. Saturday and continues until dark at the rodeo grounds on GGary Brew-
er Rd. For more information, contact Jeff Minor at 207-3832.

MAWC luncheon Sunday

Martha Ann Woman'’s Club will have a luncheon Sunday. Open to the public,
tickets are S8.50 per plate with serving to begin at 11:30 a.m. Entrée is choice
of roast or stuffed chicken breast. Reservations are needed by calling 573-3427,

073643 or 573-5586.

AA meeting

An AA meeting is held at noon every Tuesday at the Witherspoon house
next door to the First Presbyterian Church. The meeting is non-smoking and
closed. For more information, call 574-2656.

{Krispy Kreme doughnuts ——" om

Snyder High School band students will take orders for Krispy Kreme dough-
nuts until next Thursday. Cost will be S6 a dozen or two or more dozen for $5
each. Delivery is Feb. 10. Profits will be applied to the band’s spring trip to Win-
ter Park Colorado.

WTC GED testing dates

Western Texas College has scheduled six GED testing dates: Feb. 13, Feb.
20, March 12, March 26, April 16 and April 30. To take the test or for more infor-
mation contact Betty Thompson at 573-2310 or Emily Hataway 5738511, ext.
297 or 574-2112. It is recommended that candidates receive some preparation
before attempting the test.

United Way fundraiser

United Way is selling tickets for a Super Bowl Prizes project, one for S2 or
six for S$10. Items include black leather chair-and-a-half, 19inch TV, two large
topping Pizza Hut pizzas. To purchase tickets or for more information call 207-
1929, 573-5311, 207-1385 or 574-1931.

Girl Scout cookie sales

Snyder Girl Scout cookie sales continue through Feb. 11. Cookies will be
delivered from March 6-21. To place an order call chairman Alicia Graves at

073-7722 or service unit manager Judi Martin at 573-7556.

Windbreak trees

The Upper Colorado Soil and Water Conversation District is taking orders

through Saturday for windbreak trees. Large trees available are Oaks, Pines,
Desert Willows, Golden Raintree, Texas Redbud and Chinese Pistache and

more. To place orders, call 573-6317.

Cancer treatment transportation

Transportation for cancer patients to Lubbock, Abilene or Midland is avail-

able free of charge. Call Sammie Jarrell at 573-5993 or Blakey Fargason at 574
8041. If not home, leave message on answering machine.

What’s up guidelines

Effective Feb. 1, items for What's Up will be published twice at no charge, the
MWWMM#&MMWMWM”&

licity will be referved to the advertising department where a special non-profit rate

is avaslable.

Turkish genocide lawsuit settled

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The
descendants of some 1.5 million
Armenians who were killed near-
ly 90 years ago in the Turkish
Ottoman Empire will share in a
$20 million settlement of a lawsuit
for unpaid life insurance benefits.

The settlement with New York
Life Insurance Co. announced
Wednesday will help bring justice
to survivors of those killed during
“a deliberate, systematic and gov-
ernment-controlled genocide that
began in April 1915,” said state
Insurance Commissioner John
Garamendi, who helped negot-
ate the agreement.

Brian Kabateck, an attorney of

Armenian descent who repre-
sented the plaintiffs, said the set-
tlement is a step toward winning
U.S. recognition of the Armenian
genocide.

“Hopefully, a large company

like New York Life paying a set-
tlement will go a long way toward
achieving  acknowledgment,”
Kabateck said. “Certainly the
Armenian genocide deserves as
much acknowledgment as the
Holocaust and other tragedies of
the 20th century.”

Armenians have long asserted
that 1.5 million people were exe-
cuted between 1915 and 1919 by
Turkish authorities who accused
them of helping the invading
Russian army during World War
I

Turkey rejects the genocide
claim and says Armenians were
killed in civil unrest during the
collapse of the Ottoman Empire.
France and Russia are among
countries that have declared the
killings a genocide, but the Unit-
ed States has not made such a
declaration.

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP)
— A federal judge on Wednes-
day ordered Exxon Mobil Corp.
to pay about $6.75 billion in puni-
tive damages and interest to
thousands of Alaskans affected
by the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil
spill.

Exxon Mobil has 30 days to
appeal the order by U.S. District
Judge Russel Holland, who
ordered the Irving, Texas-based
company to pay $54.5 billion in
punitive damages and an est:-
mated S2.25 billion in interest.

The money is to go to 32,000
fishermen, Alaska Natives,
landowners, small businesses
and municipalities affected by
the 11-million gallon spill in
Prince William Sound.

“We have now closed the tnal
court doors for the last time in
this litigation after 15 years,” said
David Oesting, lead attorney for
the plaintiffs. “We'’re definitely
on track to the end of the entire

dispute.”
Exxon Mobil said it plans to
appeal. Spokesman  Tom

Ciniglhiano said the 9th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals has twice
vacated Holland’s decision in the
case.

The judge had been ordered
by the appellate court to recon-
sider the damages awarded in an
earlier ruling in light of a U.S.

DCOS reception
slated on Friday

The Development Corporation
of Snyder (DCOS) will host a
reception at 9:30 a.m. Fniday to
introduce Kevin Christian, execu-
tive director for the newly-formed
regional economic development
office in Abilene.

The reception will be in the
DCOS offices at Amenican “State
Bank and the public is invited.

The office was established to
work with community leaders and
companies to create jobs and
attract businesses to the area.

Gov. Rick Perry said Christian
would be “his eyes and ears in this
area” and would have a seat at the
table with regional economic
development officials workmg to
attract jobs. -

Supreme Court decision last
year about punitive damages.

“This ruling flies in the face of
the guidelines set by the appeals
court,” Cirigliano said.

In 2002, Holland reduced the
Exxon punitive damages award
to S4 billion after a threejudge
panel sent the original S5 billion
verdict back, saying it was exces-
sive.

For his latest ruling, the judge
was to consider a U.S. Supreme
Court decision last year involv-
ing a Utah traffic accident and
damages awarded in that case.

Attorneys from both sides
argued that the Supreme Court
case, State Farm Mutual Auto-
mobile Insurancé Co. v. Camp-
bell, supported their damages
claims. In that case, the Supreme
Court ruled that a state court
jury’s award of S145 million to
punish the insurance company
was grossly excessive when
actual damages were S1 million.

The high court held that the
ratio of punitive to actual dam-
ages should not exceed single
digits, or 9-to-1.

Exxon attorneys argued that
injury to plaintiffs was only eco-
nomic and damages should be
based on a lower ratio. Exxon
has already paid S3.2 billion on
cleanup, settlements and other
fees and penalties, attorneys said.

But lawyers for the plaintiffs
argued that the key issue is con-
duct, and that Exxon’s was
among the worst. They said
Exxon knew that tanker Capt.
Joe Hazelwood had alcohol prob-
lems but still allowed him to pilot
the Exxon Valdez. Attorneys cal-
culated the actual damages
caused by the spill at more than
S500 million, which equals
roughly S5 billion when the 9-1
ratio is applied.

Holland agreed with the high-
er rato.

“The decision by Exxon to
leave Capt. Hazelwood in com-
mand of the Exxon Valdez is the
critical factor in evaluating the
quality of Exxon’s conduct and
therefore the amount of punitive
damages,” Holland wrote.

Given the case’s history, the
amount of the award was aston-

‘Go before ou g0’

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — “Go
before you go.”

That’s the slogan under
consideration for a new
campaign in Minneapolis
to combat pubhc urina-
tion.

The bar business is
thriving in the city’s
Warehouse District, and
many patrons are appar-
ently leaving with a full
bladder.

The Downtown Minneapolis
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Neighborhood Association

plans to spend S10,000 in
an effort of convince
patrons to use the bar
restrooms before they
call it a night.

The association’s Kim
Motes calls public urination
a nuisance crime, that
makes a mess of. their

\)\ neighborhood. |
L\ Public urination is also a

civil crime punishable by an
S80 fine.
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Exxon Mobil ordered to pay. billions

ishing, said Los Angeles attorney
Curt Cutting, who has worked on
numerous punitive damage
cases, including filing a friend-of-
the-court brief in the State Farm
matter.

“I can’t mlag'me what the dis-
trict court saw in the State Farm
opinion to make it increase the
amount rather than decrease,”
Cutting said. “The point of puni-
tive damages is to punish and
deter defendants for their con-
duct, not to compensate plaintiffs
in the case, whether there are
one or 10,000. I would expect the
Oth Circuit to greatly reduce the
award. The appellate court’s
opinion was very clear that it
thought S5 billion was exces-
sive.

AUSTIN (AP) — Texas lottery
officials plan to install about 1,000
self-serve units at retail outlets
across the state to dispense tick-
ets for games like Lotto Texas,
Mega Millions and Cash Five.

The ATM-like machines will
also be able to scan tickets from
previous drawings and tell play-
ers whether they have won
money.

“We think the players will like
them,” lottery spokesman Bobby
Heith told the Fort Worth Star-
Telegram. “You can purchase
your tickets and check to see if
you have a winnegwithout taking
up the retailer’s time.”

In an open letter to players on

World Almanac

Thursday, Jan. 29, 2004
Today is the 29th day of 2004 and

the 39th day of winter.

TODAY’S HISTORY: In 1861,
Kansas was admitted into the union

as the 34th state.

In 1891, Queen Liliuokalani
became the last monarch of the
Hawaiian Islands.

In 1984, Ronald Reagan
announced that he would run for a
second term as U.S. president.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS:
Thomas Paine (1737-1809), patri-
ot/philosopher; Willam McKinley
(1843-1901), U.S. president; Anton
Chekhov (1860-1904), playwright,
writer; W.C. Fields (1880-1946),
comedian; Tom Selleck (1945),
actor, i1s 59; Oprah Winfrey (1954-),
TV personality, is 50.

TODAY’S SPORTS: In 1958,
the career of catcher Roy Cam-
panella of the Brooklyn Dodgers
ended as he was partially paralyzed
In an automobile accident.

TODAY’S QUOTE: “Start every
day off with a smile and get it over
with.” — W.C. Fields

TODAY’S FACT: Edgar Allan
Poe published his famous poem
“The Raven” anonymously in the
New York Evening Mirror on this
day in 1845. He was paid S15.

TODAY’S NUMBER: 9 — The
top price in dollars for a Broadway
theater ticket in 1973.

TODAY’S MOON: First quarter
(Jan. 29).

Copynight 2004, Newspaper
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Gov. Frank Murkowski said
Exxon’s appeal shows there is no
end in sight for the legal dispute,
which has lasted a decade.

“It would be helpful if the two
parties would consider dis-
cussing a settlement, so that any
award that might come from the
lawsuit could have application
during the lifetime of the thou-
sands of plaintiffs,” Murkowski
said.

The spill occurred March 23,
1989, less than three hours after
the 987-foot ship Exxon Valdez
left the Alyeska Pipeline terminal
in Valdez. The ship grounded at
Bligh Reef, rupturing eight of its
11 cargo tanks and spewing
some 10.8 million gallons of
crude oil into the sound.

Self-serve units will sell tickets

the lottery’s Web site, Reagah
Greer, the Texas Lottery Com-
mission’s executive director, said
the self-service terminals should
be up and running by August.

The terminals will be similar to
the instant ticket, or scratch-off
game vending machines in use at
some lottery retail locations.

“Players will have the option of
using a play slip or a touch screen
to quickly and easily choose spe-
cific games, pick the numbers
they want or play Quick Picks,”
Greer said in his letter. “Cus-
tomers will be able to use cash
bills to purchase tickets for the
exact amount.”

The machines will sell tickets
for all the lottery’s online games
— those where players can
choose their own numbers.

TEXAS LOTTERY

Wednesday’s
Lottery Numbers

Best Available Copy -

Lotto Texas

AUSTIN (AP) — Results of the
Lotto Texas dmwmg Wednesday
(Wednesday, Saturday) night:

Winning numbers drawn: 01-
02-30-33-39 (numenical order).
Bonus Ball: 14.

Number matching five of five,
plus Bonus Ball: 0.

Number matching five of five:
02. Prize: $30,990.

Number matching four of five,

29. Pnze:

lus Bonus Ball:

1,940.

Number matching four of five:
1,019. Prize: S119.

Number matching three of
five, plus Bonus Ball: 923. Prize:
$116

Number matching
five: 41,670. Prize: S5.

Number matching two of five,

I;s Bonus Ball: 12,081. Prize:

Number matching one of five,

glu s Bonus Ball: 56,724. Prize:

Estimated jackpot for Saturday
night drawing: $70,000,000.
Cash Five
AUSTIN (AP) — Results of the
Cash 5 drawing Wednesday

n%' [
inning numbers drawn: 07-

three of

13-16-26-32.
Number matching five of five:
0.

Prize per winner: S0.

Matchi four of five: 116.
' 'SSO%

Matching three of five: 3,939.
Prize: S11.

Matching two of five: 40,717,
Prize: S2.

Next Cash 5 drawing: Thurs-

day night. i
Pick 3

(Day) 4-3-3

(Night) 8-1-9

Knowles to perform

NEW YORK (AP) — Singer
Beyonce Knowles will perform
the halftime show at this year’s
NBA All-Star Game at the Staples
Center in Los Angeles on Feb. 15.

The 53rd NBA All-Star Game,
featuring the top players from the
Eastern and Western confer-
ences, will be televised by TNT (8
p.m. EST), the NBA announced
Tuesday.
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Lifestyles

SNYDER REALTOR BOARD — The board of realtors met Tuesday at the Snyder Country Club
where president Abel Deloera introduced new officers and directors. From left are, first row,
secretary/treasurer Dee Kemp, Fran Farmer, Shirley Drum, Faye Blackledge, Tresa Cornett,
Sherry Deloera; middle row, Kayla Moreland, Lora Lord, Linda Cole, Rita Knox, Doris Spikes;
top row, Deloera, Keith Hackfeld, Anne Sims, John Shirley, Temi Matthies and Ford Spikes.
Not pictured are vice president Bill Dryden, Wenona Evans, Joan Tate, Annette Waller, Sarah
Jamison, Jeffrey Martin, Darryl Calley, Helen McLeod, David Cotton and Shelby Clayton. New
directors include Hackfeld Moreland and Blackledge. (Staff Photo by Jo Ann Nunley)

For some people, to diet means
a menu to control or manage
body weight. For others, a special
diet 1S necessary to maintain
health. For example, an estimat-
ed one in 4,700 Amernicans has
been diagnosed with celiac dis-
ease. These people cannot toler-
ate wheat, oats, barley or rye in
their diet. More than 30 million
Americans are lactose intolerant
~r have a dairy allergy.

It's a good idea to have safe
alternatives to serve for specia!
occasions. This special bread,
developed by Red Star Yeast,
uses alternative flours and con-
tains no milk products, and is
simple to make, so it can be
enjoyed by those who need to
avoid gluten and milk in their

food.

FESTIVE FRUIT BREAD

Gluten-ﬁu/ Lacto-free
2 cups white tice flour'”

4 cup potato starch

14 cup tapioca flour

1/3 cup cornstarch

1 Thsp. xanthan gum

3 Tbsp. sugar

1'% tsp. salt

1 tsp. nutmeg

1 packet (Y4 o0z.) Red Star
Active Dry Yeast

2/3 cups water

Y4 cup vegetable oil

3 eggs (%4 cup), room tempera-
ture

1 package (6 or 7 oz.) dned
fruit bits

Thoroughly blend dry ingredi-
ents except dried fruit bits. Do
this either in a bowl with a wire
whisk or shake togetlier in a gai-
lon size, self-sealing plastic bag.
Heat water and oil to 120 to 130
degrees.

Bread Machine Method

Pour water and oil into baking
pan;, add eggs. Add dry ingredi-
ents to liguid ingredients.

United Way sets luncheon

Scurry County United Way
has set its appreciation lunch-
eon for 11:45 Monday at the
Western Texas College Muse-
um.

The Jack Smartt award will
be presented to volunteers who
helped in a special way in this
year's campaign. The goal was
S85,000 to help in the support
of 10 agencies.

Receiving funds from the
UW are the Snyder Child Day
Care, Boys and Girls Club,

Bridge

By Phillip Alder

Dealer: East
Vulnerable: Both

West North East

3@
4 M8 All pass

South
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The women’s

team won also
By Phillip Alder

The Venice Cup for women's
teams ran concurrently with the
Bermuda Bowl in Monte Carlo last
November. In the final, USA-1 faced
China, which had won the qualifying
stage. (The Netherlands finished
third.)

It was a seesaw struggle. There
were six sessions of 16 deals each,
and the margin to the US. team
after each segment was minus
seven, minus four, plus 23, minus
four, plus 24, and plus 19, the final
score being 229-210.

The winning team was Betty Ann
Kennedy — Kathie Wei-Sender, Jill
Levin — Sue Picus, and Janice Sea-
mon-Molson — Tobi Sokolow.

Gateway Family Services, Sny-
der Area CADA, Girl Scouts —
West Texas Council, Buffalo
Trail Boy Scouts, American
Red Cross, Food Cupboard,
Snyder Volunteer Firemen and
Scurry County Youth Outreach.

The cost of the meal will be
S8 and an RSVP is needed by
Friday by calling 573-5311 and
leave a message.

The event will be over at 1
p.m. in order for volunteers to
return to work.

In the fifth session, when the Unit-
ed States assumed the lead for good,
two three<diamond openings on six-
card suits not made by the Chinese
produced big gains. This was the
first.

When Sokolow (East) opened
three diamonds, the defense against
four spades was easy: diamond to
the king, diamond ace, heart to the
ace, heart ruff: plus 100 to USA-1.

At the other table, Levin (North)
and Picus had a free run to four
spades. West guessed to lead a low
club. Declarer took dummy’s two
tops, discarding a diamond loser,
drew trumps, and conceded two
red-suit tricks: plus 650. This gave
USA-1 13 points.

In the second deal, Seamon-Mok

. -son and Sokolow stopped in five

hearts after Blackwood told them
that two aces were missing. At the
other table, where Levin opened
three diamonds, the next player
doubled, and Picus jumped to five
diamonds. When the fourth player
contested with five hearts, the dou-
bler guessed to bid six, one down
when the US. pair cashed those
aces.
Copyright 2004, Newspaper
Enterprise Assn.

Joe's Pizza
Philadelphia Style

You Don’t Eat Pizza Every

Day, But When You Do,
Eat Real Pizza

EAT JOE'S PIZZA!

0/3-89595

- about 5 minutes.

Diet helps control weight and food allergies

Select the DOUGH cycle for
mixing. After the mixing action

begins, help any unmixed ingre-
dients into the dough with a rub-
ber spatula, keeping to edges and
top of batter to prevent interfer-
ence with the kneading blade.
Press STOP when the mixing 1s
complete. Fold in dried fruit bits.
Do not allow the dough to nse in
the bread pan.
Mixer Method

Pour water and oil into mixing
bowl; add eggs. With the mixer
on a low speed, gradually add dry
ingredients to liquid ingredients
until all dry ingredients are well
blended. Beat on medium speed
Fold in dned

fruit bits.
Rising and Baking

Pour dough into a lightly
greased ring mold; allow to rise
approximately 40 minutes to an
hour. Bake at 375F for 40 to 45
minutes; use a toothpick to test
for doneness. Allow bread to set
in pan for 10 minutes before
inverting onto cooling rack. Cool
completely before slicing. If
desired, lightly dust with pow-
dered sugar before slicing.

Makes 1 loaf.

Additional recipes are available
by calling 1-8004-CELIAC or vis-
iting www.redstaryeast.com.

CADA and

United Way
plan project

Scurry County United Way and
the Anti-Drug Connection have
joined hands in a Superbowl Prizes
project. Proceeds will go to the Unit-
ed Way to help support 10 local
agencies,

Tickets are S2 each, or six tickets
for S10, for a chance to win:

1. A black leather chair-and-a-half
(seats two), donated by Warehouse
Fumjture The retail value is S599

and it is manufactured by The Little
Ashley Co.

2. A 19inch Emerson color TV
donated by the Snyder Wal-Mart.

3. Two large onetopping pizzas
worth $16.99, donated by the Pizza
Hut.

Anyone wanting to purchase or
has questions concerning the tick-
ets may call Lyn Chaney, 207-1929;
UW, 5735311; Angela Velasquez,
207-1385; or the Anti-Drug office,
574-1931.

John Sneed

’
C‘oo
)

210 E. 37th St 573-9377

Dear Abby

By Abigail Van Buren

The Snyder (Tex.) Daily News Thu., Jan. 29, 2004 3

Sad vision of her future stirs woman to make changes now

DEAR ABBY: | sympathize with
“Waiting  in Wisconsin,” whose
boyiriend promised her an engage-
ment ring three years ago. Six
months ago, I broke up with my
boyfriend. We had lived together
for four vyears and everyone
assumed we would marry.

| needed to take the next step in
our relationship. We discussed it,
and he told me he was not ready
and might not be for several more
years — If then. | agonized about it
for several months. Then one day, |
envisioned myself five years down
the road in the same situation —
together but no closer to marriage.
[ broke down and cried.

It was then that | finally accepted
what | already knew in my heart. If
he wasn't ready in five years, he
might never be. | moved out.

Upon reflection, I think part of
the reason | needed the commit-
ment was that | wasn’t sure of his
love for me. I also believe that he
wasn't ready to get marned
because he wasn’'t convinced that
our relationship was the best for
him.

Your advice to “Waiting”™ was
absolutely right. She should move
on and waste no more time. | am
now in a relationship that i1s more
satisfying than I ever thought pos-
sible. Leaving that previous rela-
tionship was the hardest thing |

ever had to do, but the best deci-
sion I've ever made because | lis-
tened to my heart. — DID THE
RIGHT THING, SANTA CLARA,
CALIF.

DEAR D.T.R.T.: Making the
decision to move on isn't easy.
Sometimes admitting to ourselves
that what we want may not be what
the good Lord has planned for us
can be painful. However, the most
precious commodity we have is
time. I'm pleased you didn’t waste
any more than you did.

Read on:

DEAR ABBY: For three years,
the man | thought would be the
father of my children talked about
marniage. He would call me and
say, “Start planning the wedding,”
and I'd be overjoyed. Then he’d say,
“We'll do it after ( ).” (He had a mil-
llon excuses.)

The last straw was when he
served in Irag. We were rocky
before he left. 1 stood by him and
cried and waited for him to return
home. The day he left Iraq, he
called to say he had already asked
his best friend to be our best man,
and we’'d be engaged before his dis-
charge from the Army — in two
months’ time.

Well, he got back. He got his dis-

charge and moved to Texas — and
still no ring. 1 decided I'd had

enough.- Instead of getting my rnng

Community Calendar

THURSDAY

Horseshoe Pitching For Fun;
horseshoe courts located at the
coliseum; everybody welcome,
for further information call 573
9762.

Deep Creek Cloggers lesson;
at the coliseum annex; 6:30 to
8:30 p.m.

AA Big Book Study; closed
meeting; contact numbers are
074-1292 or 573-1141; 7 p.m.

FRIDAY

Free blood pressure clinics;
Senior Citizens Center; 9:30 to 11
a.m.

Blood pressures will be taken
at Cogdell Hospital Home Health
Services, 1800 Cogdell Blvd.,
Suite B; 1-2 p.m.

ABCL Open Pairs Duplicate
Bridge; Snyder Country Club;
1:30 p.m.

Cornelius-Dodson House;
open by appointment, call 573
0538 or 573-0770.

NA Just For Today open meet-
ing; Park Club; form information
call 573-6179; 67 p.m.

Scurry County AA closed
meeting; Park Club at Winston
Park; for information call 574
1292 or 573-9458; 8 p.m.

Al-Anon open meeting; Park
Club; 573-3733, 573-2101 or 573
1141; 8 p.m.

SUNDAY

Scurry County AA open meet-

ing; Park Club in Winston Park;

Fund established

A fund has been established
for the benefit of Mrs. David
(Judi) Martin to help with the
cost of treatments and recon-
structive surgery caused by
squamous cell carcinoma and
basal cell carcinoma cancer.

The family has no insurance
due to a recent job change.

Contributions may be
deposited at West Texas State
Bank, account number 343-
6276-05. Five hundred dollars
has been donated and $2,000
dollars must be raised before
treatment can begin, accord-
ing to a spokesperson for the
family.

Snyder Oaks Corner

John Sneed is our resident of the
month. He was bom in Wingate,
Texas on July 26, 1919. He was in
the army for 4 years spending 3%
years in the South Pacific. He
worked as a carpenter for many
years and always enjoyed his work.
He and his wife loved to fish and
had a camper out at J.B. Thomas
and spent a lot of time fishing and
enjoying each others company. He
has 3 children, 4 grandchildren, 7
great grandchildren and 1 great-
great grandchild. We are proud to
have him as one of our Snyder Oaks
family.

for information call 574-1292 or

97/3-9458; 10 a.m.

NA Just For Today open meet-
ing; Park Club; for more informa-

tion call 573-6179; 6-7 p.m.

PALETTE PROGRAM — Rachael Martin stayed from July 9-Dec.

finger, he got another one.

| have never been happier.
Please tell “Waiting” that thie soon-
er she lets this loser go, the sooner
she’ll find a real man, — NO
MORE DRAMA IN GEORGIA

DEAR NO MORE DRAMA:
They say a gesture 1s worth a thou-
sand words. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: That woman
should not wait another day to
move on! My girlfriend was with
her childhood sweetheart for 15
years. Each year, he would raise
the income level he felt he needed
before getting married. In the
process, he diminished her self-
esteem to the point that she felt no
one would want her. She finally had
enough and threw him out.

Within two weeks, he had anoth-
er “sweetie” sleeping over, and six
months later he marned the girl. —

LIFE’S TOO SHORT

DEAR L.T.S.: How sad that it
took yvour friend so long to realize
she had made a bad investment.
However, she should- look on the
bright side. If they were still togeth-
er, she’d still be waiting.

®x

Write Dear Abby at www.Dear-
Abby.com or PO. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.

* W

Good advice for everyone —
teens to seniors — 1s in “The Anger
in All of Us and How to Deal With
It.” To order, send a business-size,
self-addressed envelope, plus check
or money order for S5 (U.S. funds
only) to: Dear Abby, Anger Booklet,
PO. Box 447, Mount Morns, IL
61054-0447. (Postage is included.)

COPYRIGHT 2004 UNIVERSAL
PRESS SYNDICATE

23 in Louis Trichardt, Limpopo Province, South Africa. Her hus-
band, Bob, worked in Kutama Sinthumule Maximum Security
Prison (now known as GEO Group Inc.) as a program advisor.
He retired as regional superintendent at Windham School Dist.,

TDCJ. Rachael told the group about her experiences and dis-

played souvenirs and photos from Africa. The Palette Club will
meet again on Feb. 12 at the terminal building at Winston Field.

From left are Lila Guinn, Nettie Faye

Photo by Jo Ann Nunley)

Gardner and Martin. (Staff

Y itho

FLOOR FINISHING CENTER
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THE FIRST COMPLETE “DO IT YOURSELF”

Amnfm

Your Source For Total Facility Maintenance

900 College Ave. 573-4903

FLOOR FINISHING CENTER.
~* Easy to use * Convenient * Economical

Southern True Value

OPEN: Mon. - Fri. 7 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday 7 am to Noon
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FRANK & ERNEST ® by Bob Thaves
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BETTY '™ by Delainey & Rasmussen
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MRS. SHIPULSKI, MY
STOMACH FEELS FUNNY
THINK I MIGHT
THROW UP.
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Comics

DENNIS THE MENACE ® by Hank Ketcham

*NAME YOUR GAME, DAD."

T'VE GOT TO ASK—DO YOU
SLEEP IN THOSE PJ's?

© LaughingStock international Inc /s’ by United Media, 2004

“You're supposed to adjust the machine;
this chest X-ray only shows

the top of his head!”

KIT ‘N’ CARLYLE ® by Larry Wright

Iwright@ic.net

www.comics.com
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By Bobby Allen
SDN Sports Editor

New Western Texas College
baseball coach Billy Hefflinger
knows all about the struggles
his team had in its inaugural sea-
SOn.

And now, with a new skipper
taking the helm of a Division I
baseball program at the age of
27, and a new field and new
approach, this season feels like a
new beginning for the Western-
ers.

“m definitely excited about
getting it going. To be so young
and be in charge of a col]ege
team is an exciting opportunity,”
Hefflinger said. “The main thing
this year is a positive atmos-
phere. I truly thmk we have a
very good team.”

Snyder linebacker Isaac
Ramon earned a spot on the
Collin Street Baker/Texas Sports
Writers Association’s third team,
the final postseason football
award in the state.

Ramon, already named to the
All-State team and honored as the
Defensive MVP of District 3-3A,

recorded 97
B tackles with 35
B assists, with 14
] tackles behind
Mthe line of
scrimmage. He
also forced
seven fumbles
and recovered
four, while
recording three
sacks and nab-
bing an inter-
ception. He was the leader of a
defense that surrendered just
202 yards per game.

Snyder junior offensive line-
man Ricky McNatt and senior
defensive lnemaap Demetrius
Branden eam”mrable men-

2 SPORTS

Billy Hefflinger
Hefflinger said the most chal-
lenging part for him in taking
over the program was handling
the administrative part of the job

tion.

Brandon had 46 tackles, six for
loss, and a sack for the Tigers,
while McNatt helped anchor a
line that paved the way for the
offense to gain 4,006 yards in 13

games.
Snyder head coach Chad

Rogers is already getting excited
for the 2004
campaign.

“'m looking
forward to next
year's list,”
Rogers said.

TSWA Class 3A
2003 All-State Team

FIRST TEAM:

Offense:

Linemen — Eddie
Roliman, Bumet, 6-4,
297, sr.. Nick Willson,
Atlanta, 6-1, 290, sr.; Jermany Griffin, Marin,
6-3, 288, sr.; and Kellen Heard, Wharton, 6-6,
380, sr.

Center — Ernic Wilson, Abilene Wylie, 6-3.
250, sr.

Tight end — Tim Jackson, Everman, 6-3,
170, .

Wide receivers — Brnian Christian,
Decatur, 6-2, 175, jr. and Jordan Shipley, Bur-

net, 6-0. 180, sr.

Ouaﬂerback — Stephen McGee, Bumet,

season’s

— sending out recruiting letters,
meeting area coaches and famil-
larizing himself with the region.
“The biggest challenge is that
you are always recrumng and
always working,” he said. “It’s
more office time. It takes a lot of
hours and commitment. It’'s a
seven-day-a-week job.”

The Westerners went 1141
and just 4-29 in conference play
in their inaugural campaign
under coach James King, who
&als replaced by Hefflinger last

And while pitching would
seem the likely culprit for last
troubles, Hefflinger
said several factors hindered the

team’s progress.

“I don’t believe pitching was

our weakness — defense was

Ramon named to TSWA Team

6-4, 205, sr.
Running backs — Terrius Purvey,
Gainesville, 6-1, 185; jr.; Lashon Thayer,

Gatesville, 6-0, 195, sr.; and Baylen Laury,
Fomey, 5-9, 165, sr.

Placekicker — Brandt Goeke Bellville, 6-2,
165, sr.

Defense:

Linemen — Brian Jones, Everman, 6-1,
270, sr.; Jeremiah Chapman, China Spring, 6-
4, 235, sr.; Giles Montgomery, Sweetwater, 6-
4, 238, sr.; and (tie) Kelley Taylor, Bumnet, 6-3,
225, jr. and Stryker Sulak, Rockdale, 6-5, 225,

ST.

Linebackers — Ty
Kuhn, Bumnet, 6-2,
210, sr.; John Sadler,
Mariin, 5-9, 215, sr;
Trey Benneft,- New-
ton, 6-1, 215, sr.; and
Andy Rickerson, For-

Chris Briggs, New
Boston, 5-10, 175, sr_;
Brian Penn, Barbers
il Hill, 6-1. 170, sr.: Mat-
tenal Richardson,
Mariin, 6-0, 195, sr.;
and Dallas Washing-

McNatt

. ton, Atlanta, 6-1, 195, sr

Punter — Oriando Ochoa, Port Isabel, 6-2,
170, Ir.

Kick-retumner — Dallas Washington,
Atlanta, 6-0, 190, sr.

Offensive Player of the Year — Jordan

Defensive Player of the Year — John
Coa:h of the Year — Ben Schamberg,

Tigers close to landlng Pudge

NEW YORK (AP) — lIvan
Rodriguez is close to moving
from the World Series champi-
ons to a team coming off one of
the worst seasons In major
league history.

Rodriguez and the Detroit
Tigers were on the verge of
agreeing to a S40 million, four-
year contract, The Associated
Press learned Wednesday
night.

The 10-time All-Star catcher
was to be examined in Texas on
Thursday by Dr. Andrew Dos-
sett, two baseball sources told
the AP on the condition of
anonymity. Dossett is the spine

The Ira Bulldogs will try to
keep pace in District 7 when
they head to Dawson Friday
night to take on the Dragons at
8.

Ira (9-8, 4-2) lost post player
Brian Proctor on the opening
tip Tuesday, then lost the tilt to
district-leading Grady, 62-44.

The Lady Bulldogs (8-12, 2-
4) will try to get back on the

consultant to the Rangers and
has treated Rodriguez for many
years.

If all goes well in the exam,
the agreement between the
free agent and Detroit could be
announced Friday, one of the
sources said.

The deal contains a team
option for 2008 that could make
the contract worth S50 million
over five years, one of the
sources said.

Tigers president and general
manager Dave Dombrowski did
not immediately return a tele-
phone call seeking comment.

“We've been working diligent-

Bulldogs try to keep playoft
hopes alive Friday in Dawson

winning track against the Lady
after
falling to Grady Tuesday, 52-35.

The Hermleigh cagers also
are on the road Friday, heading
to Trent to take on the Gorillas.

Hermeligh was swept Tues-

Dragons at 6:30 p.m.,

day by Loraine.

The Tigers and Lady Tigers
are at home against Sweetwa-

ter Friday.

National Hockey League

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atiantic Division
W L TOL Pis GF
25 11 11 5 66 142 116
26 12 10 1 63 115 89
24 20 5 1 54 142 125
1921 7 4 49 134 144
11322 5 3 30 101 189
Northeast Division
W L TOL Ptis GF GA

Toronto 27 13 8 3 65 137 121
Ottawa 27 13 7 3 64 170 107
Boston 22 14 11 4 59 124 120
Montreal 24 19 6 2 56 124 112
Buffalo 2125 5 1 48 124 133

122
116
127
142
148

B2

SESER
TrLT

8 2 68 156 112

28 14 7 2 65 147 115
2518 4 3 57 118 108

Vancouver

Calgary

Minnesota 1720 15 0 49 112 117
Edmonton 1923 8 1 47 126 134
Pacific Division

W L TOL Pis GF GA
San Jose 24 12 11 4 63 127 105
Dallas 24 20 9 0 57 109 117
Los 20 1511 5 56 134 129
Phoenix 18 16 13 2 51 124 126
Anaheim 15622 8 6 44 107 135
Two points for a win, one point for a tie and
overtime 10Ss.

Wednesday's Games

Philadelphia 3, Florida 3, tie

Washington 2, N.Y. Rangers 1

St Louis 1, Atlanta 1, he
Dallas 5, Ottawa 3

San Jose 4, Caigary 1
Los Angeles 4, Anaheim 3, OT

Today’'s Games

Washington at Carolina, 6 p.m.

Nashville at Columbus, 6 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Tampa Bay, 6 p.m.

N.Y. Islanders at Boston, 6:30 p.m.
New Jersey at Detroit, 6:30 p.m.
Vancouver at St. Louis, 7 p.m.
Montreal at Minnesota, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at Phoenix, 8 p.m.

Chicago at Edmonton, 8 p.m.
Colorado at Los Angeles, 9:30 p.m.

ly with the Tigers on this mat-
ter,” said Rodriguez’s agent,
Scott Boras. “We're having fur-
ther meetings on Thursday.”

Rodriguez, 32, spent his first
12 seasons with the Rangers,
then became a free agent and
signed a S10 million, one-year
deal with the Marlins.

Rodriguez hit .313 last season
with 16 homers and 85 RBIs,
and he was MVP of the NL
championship series win over
the Chicago Cubs.

Baltimore and. Seattle also
were said to be interested In
Rodriguez.

Area Sports Caendar

our weakness,” he said. “We did-
n't have a set inﬁeld, and we had
one of our catchers playing
short. Cody (Guzman) went 0-9
last year, and Cody’s not an 09
pitcher.”

The Westerners will carry 15
hurlers on the roster, adding
three new arms to the staff,
including Snyder graduates
Logan Hill and opening day
starter Tyler Trout.

“This year we are going with
an emphasis on destroying the
hitters’ timing. With 15 pitchers,
if a guy i1s struggling, we'’re
going to relieve him.”

Sophomore Josh Heiney will
bring experience to short, while
Rosenberg High graduate Derek
David will help solidify the left
side of the infield at third base.

“Our defense will be more
sound this year,” Hefflinger said.
“And our pitching will be better
because of the defense.”

In addition to stability in the
lineup, Hefflinger said he wants

to play an aggressive brand of

baseball, with hit-and-runs and
steals to take advantage of the
team’s most  pronounced
strength.

“Our team speed is phenome-
nal,” he said. “l don’t believe in
the book — we are going to take
every risk possible. My philoso-

phy is it gets you 90 feet closer to
scoring. We'll put an emphasis
on base-running and press
teams to create holes.”

Hefflinger said the team inte-
grated the attacking philosophy
on the base paths in the fall, and
it translated into roughly 70
steals for the Westerners during
the preseason.

Another positive factor for the
Westerners this season — one
that Hefflinger points to as
extremely important to the team
— 1S a new home to practice and
play on. In 2003, the Westerners
split practice times between the
high school practice field, North
Park and an empty dirt patch on
campus that is the site of the new
field.

“Last year, we didn’'t have a
place to call home,” he said.
“North Park was functional, but
this is better. It will be a huge
help.”

WITC athletic director Dave
Hanes is enthusiastic about the
coming season and the job Hef-
flinger has done since taking the
helm.

‘e have a great group of
guys who have come together as
a team this vear. | think every-
one will be impressed with their
enthusiasm and effort,” Hanes
said. “We may have sltuatlon:-,
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WTC baseball New coach, new home, new attitude
;

during the season where we find
ourselves out-manned, but I can
guarantee you that we won't be
out hustled. Coach Hefflinger
has done an impressive job
instilling a strong work ethic and
winning attitude which I believe
will be reflected in the won-lost
column this season.”

Hefflinger said he is in a good
situation with the core group of
players.

“l feel very fortunate to have
this group of guys,” he said.
“We've got guys that will run
through a brick wall.”

Hefflinger has made a con-
certed effort to get his players
out into the public eye — going
to Tiger football games and
being a part of the ‘Meet-the-
Tigers’ night sponsored by the
SHS booster club, not only to
raise awareness of the program,
but to help the players become
part of the community.

“We really want the communi-
ty to come out and support these
guys,” he said. “It’s college base-
ball, and the program is benefi-
cial to the community.”

Hefflinger said he would fill
out his line-up card for Friday’s
opener late today, but has Trout
penciled in to take the mound.

First pitch i1s scheduled for 2

Jazz snap Mavs’ wmmng streak

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) —
Dallas’ nine-game winning
streak 1s over, thanks in large
part to a player the Mavericks
didn’t re-sign last summer.

Raja Bell scored 18 points
against his former team, includ-
ing two free throws with 12.3
seconds remaining that forced
the Mavericks to go for two 3
pointers that wouldn’t fall in the
Utah Jazz's 91-88 win Wednes-
day night.

“I told my teammates before
this game. | said, ‘I don’t care if |
score a point. Please, just beat
them tonight,” said Bell, who
spent last season with the Mav-
ericks before signing with the
Jazz as a free agent. “We got the
‘W’ and that’s all I really care
about.”

The Jazz used a big night by
Bell, Andrei Kirilenko's 25
points, 10 rebounds and five
blocks and a huge rebounding
advantage to beat the Mavericks
for the second time in three
games this season.

Utah outrebounded Dallas 45
24 and won for the second
straight game after losing five in
a row.

“Basically when you get outre-
bounded as bad as we did

TODAY

Basketball:

Snyder girls at Frenship Tournament, 6:30 p.m.

[JHS at Highland Tournament
FRIDAY

Basketball:

Snyder varsity girls vs. Sweetwater, 6:30 p.m.

Snyder varsity boys vs. Sweetwater, 8 p.m.

Ira varsity girls and boys at Dawson, 6:30 p.m.
Hermleigh varsity boys and girls at 1rent, 6:30 p.m.
Snyder JV boys vs. Sweetwater, 6 p.m.

Snyder JV girls vs. Sweetwater, 5 p.m.

Snyder frosh boys vs. Sweetwater, 5 p.m.

Snyder frosh girls at Frenship Tournament, 8 p.m.

Baseball:

WTC vs. Vernon JC, season opener, 2 p.m.

SATURDAY

Basketball:

Snyder girls at Frenship Tournament

[JHS at Highland Tournament
Snyder frosh boys at Lamesa Tournament

Baseball:
Softball:
Tennis:

National Basketball Association

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atiantic Division
W L Pct GB
New Jersey 23 20 538 —
Boston 22 25 468 3
New York 20 27 426 5
Miami 19 27 413 5%
Philadelphia 19 27 413 5'%
Washington 19 31 206 10'%
Orlando 13 M4 277 12
Central Division
W L Pct GB
indiana M4 13 723 —
Detroit 30 16 652 3%
New QOrleans 26 19 578 7
Milwaukee 25 20 556 8
Toronto 21 22 488 11
Cleveland 17 28 378 16
Atlanta 14 32 304 19'%
Chicago 13 33 283 20%
WESTERN CONFERENCE
W L Pct GB
Minnesota 31 13 706 —
San Antonio 30 17 638 2%
Dallas 29 17 630 3
Houston 26 19 578 9%
Memphis 25 19 568 6
| 6

WTC vs. Vernon JC, DH, noon
WTC at El Paso College Tournament
SHS at Midland College, dual matches, 9 a.m.

Utah 23 22 511 8%
Pacific Division

W L Pct GB
Sacramento 31 12 729 —
L.A Lakers 27 15 643 34
Seattle 22 22 .500 9
L.A. Clippers 19 24 442 12
Portland 19 24 4472 12
Golden State 19 25 432 12'%
Phoenix 17 30 362 16

Wednesday's Games

Detroit 106, Boston 103

Cleveland 94, Miami 93

Indiana 101, Phoenix 79

Orlando 104, Washington 100

loronto 94, Philadeiphia 84

Portland 88, Memphis 76

New Orleans 101, Milwaukee 100

Utah 91, Dallas 88

Denver 115, Chiwcago 99

Sacramento 99, Houston 94

L.A. Lakers 96, Seattle 82

Golden State 97, Minnesota 90
Today's Games

New Jersey at Orlando, 6 p.m

Portland at Atlanta, 630 pm

Sacramento at San Antonio, 830 p.m

tonight, it’'s awful hard to win,”
Mavericks coach Don Nelson
said.

The Jazz rallied from an eight-
point deficit in the fourth quar-
ter, but had to survive some

tense moments in the closing
seconds before they could cele-
brate the win.

Michael Finley, who scored 29
for Dallas, put up a tying 3-point
attempt that bounced off the nm.

Sports Briefs

Basketball booster club

The SHS boys and girls basketball booster club will meet in the gym
Friday immediately following the conclusion of the boys game.

Football booster club

W - vy

’ " - = -
- o ]
...b

The SHS football booster club will meet at 7 p.m. Monday at Chlna

Dragon.

Lindros sustains eighth concussion
NEW YORK (AP) — Enc Lindros sustained another concussion and
left the New York Rangers’ game against the Washington Capitals.
Lindros, plagued by seven previous concussions in his career, took a

hard hit along the boards from Capitals defenseman Jason Doig in the
second period and was knocked to the ice.

Majerus will resign because of health concerns
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Utah basketball coach Rick Majerus will
resign at the end of the season after his latest health problem put him

in the hospital with chest pains.

Assistant Kerry Rupp will coach the Utes in the interim, though
Majerus, 55, could return and finish out the season if his health allows.
Rupp will guide the team Saturday against BYU.

The health of the portly Majerus has always been a concern, espe-
cially after he had heart bypass surgery in 1989 — just six games into

his first season at Utah.

Crazy Legs Hirsch dead at 80

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — Elroy “Crazy Legs” Hirsch died. He was 80.

Hirsch died of natural causes at an assisted living facility, according
to Wisconsin assistant athletic director Steve Malchow.

Hirsch earned his nickname for his running style as a halfback and
receiver for the NFL'’s Los Angeles Rams from 1949-57.

In college, Hirsch starred at Wisconsin for one season, then com-
pleted his career at Michigan. He was assigned to Michigan for
schooling in 1943 while serving in the U.S. Marine Corps.

He was elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1968 and served
as Wisconsin’s athletic director from 1969-87.

PUBLIC
FAX
SERVICE

Fax Number

973-0044
Sending: $1.95 First Page
$1 Thereafter
Receiving: 75¢ Per Page

Snyder Daily News
3600 College Ave.
573-5486
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Atr Duct Cleaning

Our Service Provides
0000 OOOOOOOEOOOS

Specializing in 3409B Snyder Shopping Center

Snyder, Texas
+ CLEAN AIR!! -  Specializing | e
eececccccooce o!o o 192 LYY Driskets & Ribs 073-3414 | For All Your Roofing Needs
k& :1 Homemade Sauce Membership includes:
O © *24 hr access 7 days/wk *Group classes COMPOSITION

QU MNEI RN AY®A | <Weddings *Anniversaries |*Over5000 bs of e weights *Crout weghts & WOOD

EXPRESS eReunions ¢ Private Parties *Cardio equip. "6000.sq.f1. facility e :

. Call Kerry Clay  Alsoavailable: R
10 years experience ( 39 5) 573.8349 'Sg;pr}mn p::rsog‘a):) gzlgﬁ:wsks GARY BURT, Owner
073-2661 (325) 207-2934 (mobile) §*Wolff sunbeds *Lotions *Herbal body wraps 573-1562

—— e i e ———————————————— — e —

Auto Servi .
gﬂo cﬂﬁ?ei/ Construction Insurance |Storage Rentals

\ LUBE \i\m |

e —— o ———, T T e ———: e e e e e e

Stewart <> North Av.e. ‘E
Insurance Services | Storage Buildings

CARPENTER?

\ . Repair - Remodel + GREAT RATES 107 x 20
_ o . - Paint - Build + GREAT SERVICE I*enfred Boat
R e i l / All Lines of Insurance & Tra{“" r Storage
— — ' 904 26th St. Snyder, TX DAVID HOLT
207-0574 573-8401 973-3295

A PROUD PAST WITH A |
SOLID FUTURE Tree & Lawn Service

2. X
TREEMASTERS

® Tree & Shrub Trimming, Pruning & Shaping
® Deep Root Fertiization Injection

® Bucket Truck for those high to reach spots
® Trees & Shrubs Planted & more
21 yrs. expenence. References available.

325-573-4937
Complete Field, Lawn &

Construction

“No Job Too Small”
Residential
Remodeling & Repair

STEVE LEE 325/573-2708
Snyder, lexas Mobile
79549 325/207-1879

SPARLIN Nm
CONSTRUCTIO

Welding Metal Buildings

We Do All Major & Minor Repairs &
Complete Custom Exhaust Systems

Let us save you money!!
405 26th St. (Behind Skinny's on E. Hwy.)

v 329-573-0495 .+ 325-573-4028
Robbie & Sarah Jamison, Owners

JOHN’S
MACHINE & RADIATOR
1604 College Ave, Snyder

(325) 573-9710
Your complete automotive machine shop!'

Property ® Auto ® Life Insurance
KUBENA INSURANCE AGENCY
325-863-2754

Marsha Kubena, Agent

INSURANCE

e Best Rates In Town®e
*All Lines of Insurance®

* Radiator Service: repair & rebuild Fabrication Carpentry =] ir rigation Service
* New Radiator Sales ¢ Rebuilt Engines Fencing Painting Yo vendazeg.uros ** Lortilizer Available **
& r:eE&erke El'ts :' Pr{aensd t para Xico Foliar feed or Granular
. | Ork- DIOCKS, Neaas, eic.. Bud Sparlin 2701 48th Si 29 . » Ave e o B B T
Your business i$ greatly appreciated 574-2206 5739752 Snyder, TX 3;1173112’8 ';E s .l i he .[111}_1_}. I‘NP call
New Owners: Randy & Christy James or -2/>-418¢ s - HIN’IUN C & S

(325) 573-0878

X Commercial Lic. #2846842 Floral Certihcate #298929
X imgation Lic. #6312

Carpet/Cleaning || M WELDI

& Services Inc.
KING CARPET » Roustabout

* Welding
*Cleaning *Floor Coveri oo * Concrete Work
ngs .

& Air Duct Cleaning m e AP

24-HR Fire & Water Restoration _
Free Estimates On All _|nb-; OﬂICE: 325'573“5
Fax: 329-573-8047

Carpet - Tile - Laminate - Linoleum
Kesidential & Commercial -Installation 7393 West Hwy 180  Snyder, TX 79549

Minor Remodeling & Repairs

3707 COLLEGE AVE. '
325.573-3032 Llectric

BV NREI AN ATe | PALE'™S ELECTRI
EXPRESS 403 33rd St.

* Residential

*Brick *Block *Stone Internet Service
*Custom Fireplaces |
Residential/Commercial
Repairs - Houses
Retaining Walls

Free Estimates

= Paul Dickerhoff
573-0258 436-9143 (» IR

Dell Computer Dealer
i Local support if you buy from us

Internet Business Consulting

Now affiliated with

#1 Internet Consulting Corp.
Free Internet Business Analysis

: Internet Access Provider
Plumbt ng Dialup and Broadband Wireless

If you have Internet problems,

Yous Local Commercial Plumbing we fix them for free.
Carpet Cleaning Specialist or Residential [ &wes Telephone Networking, Repairs, Upgrades
*Water, *Fire & *Smoke Damage 573-5330 'ﬁ (325) 573-3085 In house technician.

24 Hour Emergency Services

573-2661 Plumbir;
Superior muoing

c"”t w Fa rm/ Dirt Work 1311 College Ave. Jin Coventry
Snyder, Texas 79549 Owner

SPECIAL * Blade Work
& 315 pPer roorn

Bullard's Computer
Solutions, Inc.

3405 College Ave

573-4801

dbullard @ snydertex.com

James c# 207-1228
Dale c# 207-1227

Coventry

Business Hours
Monday - Friday 8a.m. — 5:30p.m.

Classified Deadline

* Fire Breaks / Right of Ways

Using state of the art equipment
$60/hr. Joe Dan Collier

CF 325-201-0791 _573-3655 Tues. — Fri. 4p.m. the prior day

et SN ”('l]) (:tve You ¢ Stock Tank Cleaning & BU“diﬂg SUH. & MOH by 3pm OIl Fl‘iday
The Most Exposure For $65/hr Steve Babcock

(S65 per month)
You Can Advertise Your Services In The

* Dirt Roads Built or Repaired
Leaves carpet cleaner & dryer! NS 2 TS SN
073-1780 | c#325-207-0191 573-
* Grubbing & Raking
Your Advertising $$ c# 207-1820 573-7292 573-5486
FOR AS LOW AS $2.50 PER DAY
Call 973-5486

Leather interior, sound system. Certified Police Officer
817-825-1129 or 5734882 for the City of Snyder. MUST
HAVE BASIC CERTIFICATION.
1985 Olds 98 Contact the Personnel Dept. at

High mileag_e but everything the City of Snyder for an applica-
works, cold air etc. Body perfect. tion; the number is (325)573-9362.
573-1252 after 6p.m. $1,500 Please complete application in full

(a resume may be attached, but
does not replace application). Be-
ginning salary is $2,225 and after
one year is $2,432. Good benefits.

WANTED: LABORER
Duke and Son WATER/SEWER CREW
Concrete, Masonry, House ~ Must be able to perform manual
Leveling, Patchwork (brick & labor in all types of weather, in all
concrete). 573-5911, 573-2477 types of conditions, must be able

Home Renaire. Remodeling to lift a minimum of 100 pounds.
Homq R_epalrs, R_em _elmg, Maintenance of water and sewer
Painting, Flooring, Tile,

: lines and plumbing knowledge

Metal Roofing, F %ncmg, helpful but not required. Must
YFar ds,'El:“;e_es. \C. have valid Texas drivers license.
V'\;eg 20“,;“1?&8 Must be available for 24-hour
ade : call. Retirement and employee

BAR-R-DOZER insurance included. An applica-
.Ravegene Shi tion can be picked up at the
.Bﬁsﬂ mmfg Personnel Office at City Hall,
¢ Road b[ad]ng& repajr 1925 24th Street, Snyder. EOE,

e Cleaning & building tanks ~ Employer paid ad.
Free Estimates
No charge for road time!

3253385656 325-962-2416 M arihasdian

Chimney Cleaning & Repairs
Walter Banks or Darrell Craig ‘
573-4736 073-2472 16” American Racing custom
Leave Message rims for ‘99-present Chevy PU
w/like new Goodyear Tracker
tires. S700 5734854

Backyard Office Buildings

Interior finished out, insulated,
wiring, HVAC unit.

Discovery School Several sizes. (806)794-6772

is looking for childcare givers Finance & Free Delivery

for 230p.m. to 5:30p.m. shift Begros e full-size bed
Christian atmosphere. Apply in w/mattress" & box springs.

person at 1st Methodist Church. headboard. . frame dresser

Employmen‘r

Experienced w/mirror, desk w/hutch, also

ive Technician complete full-size_- bedding set.

ASE preferred, own tools a 5350 Large, nice computer

must. 401K insurance & desk. S200 207-2559 before
uniforms. Pollard Chevrolet Spm

1501 East 4th, Big Spring. R I T T~ U R . e —CR
432-261-142] Modular Office. Space for

NEEDED sale or lease. Please'call
OTR flatbed truck driver. Mini- (806)794-6772

mum 4 years experience, clean ~GONVATESCENT NEEDS
driving record. Come by 3707 Wheel Chairs, Walkers, Canes,

College Ave. or call 573-3032, ask s Blond Piaatite it abe

for Rudy. Sales & Rentals

PART-TIME 3706 College O73-7582

NURSERY WORKER e T
for First Baptist Church. Must 2 St%ﬁgg%%u%%ng{%x%'

be able to work during Sunday 0’16 S
Worship Services. If interested, (300 7016770 e angS.
please pick up an application at ‘ '
1701 27th St. Firewood!! Mesquite & Oak

Local cutter. Part seasoned.
Snyder Healthcare Center

ol _
needs LVN’s full-time & Dietary oA-cc H(I))elli% ér?:j)me split.
part-time. Apply in pérson, PR |
5311 Big Spring Hwy. 073-1216, leave message
NIeT GUARANTEED
CHURCH ORGANIS USED APPLIANCES

wanted to play for Sunday

. . ; Washers, Dryers, Refrigerators,
morning services, special

Ranges & Freezers

~evening services, & Wednesday wESTERN AUTO 2510 Ave. R

evening choir practice.

First Presbyterian Church, Pool Sale
Snyder. Call church office at (et ready for summer fun!
073-6915, leave message. 16" Advantage, including filter,

S1.150 + tax. 14'x24’ soft side.
Use The S870 + tax. (806)794-6772
SDN Classifieds
For All Of Your

Employment Needs!

For best results, use Snyder Dai-
ly News classifieds. They really
work! 573-5486

ROUSTABOUT

Energen Resources, a subsidiary of Energen Corporation has an immediate
opening for a Roustabout at its Westbrook, Texas office. Responsibilities include:

* Assisting Technicians in repairing oil field equipment.
* Performing entry level duties related to properly maintaining well sites.
* Assisting Lease Operators as needed.

The qualified applicant will have 1-3 years oil field production experience with a
broad knowledge of and a proven track record in maintaining and repairing
all types of oil field equipment. Maintaining and repairing equipment related to a
secondary recovery operation a plus. We offer a highly competitive salary and
bonus plan with a complete benefits package.

For immediate consideration, please forward your resume and salary history to:

Workforce Network of Midland
Attn: Ruth Forsdick
3510 North “A”, Building A
Midland, Texas 79705
E-mail: ruth.forsdick @twc.state.tx.us
Telephone Number: (432) 685-8316
Fax Number: (432) 686-8742

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Best Available Copy |

“Show Room |

All models, cor
Fiber Optics v
Was 511,396, n«
Finance & Free
(806) 794~

r k
1.00 &
Call 573-5486
Snyder Daily N

—
Dogs, Pet

News

AKC Regis
German Shephe
S250 325-

Rottweiler I
Parents on pre
papers. S100 Call

073-2453 or

| G arage

GARAGE

3204 42n

Fri. & Sat. 93

16’ trailer, Table
Furniture, Severa

HUGE 2 E
MOVING

3311 Avi

Saturday 9a.m
Wreaths, Candl
Baskets, Small
Christmas items
LLuggage, Yarn, Cr
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Best Available Copy

All models, come see the
Fiber Optics w/Stereo.
Was $11.396, now $7,900.
Finance & Free Delivery.
(806) 7946772

r End Rolls
1.00 & Up
Call 573-5486 or come by

Snyder Daily News today!

News

Dogs, Pets, Efc.

AKC Registered
German Shepherd puppies.
S250 325-573-0370

Rottweiler P ' -
Parents on premises. No
papers. S100 Call after 6:30pm

573-2453 or 207-3533

GARAGE SALE
3204 42nd St.
Fri. & Sat. 9a.m. - ??
16’ trailer, Table saw, Welder,
Furniture, Several more items.

HUGE 2 FAMILY
MOVING SALE
3311 Ave. U
Saturday 9a.m. - 3p.m.
Wreaths, Candles, Linens,
Baskets, Small appliances,
Christmas items, Glassware,

Luggage, Yarn, Craft kits, A few
pieces of furniture, & lots of stuff.

JUNK SHOP SALE
Thurs., Fn. & Sat. 10a.m.
1601 College Ave.
50% Off Everything!!!

NOAH’S ATTIC
1503 26th St.
Thursdays & Fridays

10a.m. — 3:30p.m. .

————————————————————————

YARD SALE
401 34th St.
Friday 8a.m. — Noon
Warm clothes, Baked goods,
Valentine candies, & lots more!

All proceeds will go to building

fund for a Romanian Church.

GARAGE SALE

Advertise your garage full
of “Don’t needs” in
SNYDER DAILY NEWS

573-5486

Fieldcrest

Apartments

1 bedroom/1 bath - $325
(very big bedroom)

2 bedroom/1+ bath - $350

*We pay water
*You pay electricity

700 E. 37th
(across from coliseum)

573-3519 573-1681

Our famous one-liner:

SOLD

X

January
\I; AW III
‘“]H-t‘i;l]

y o

Western (rest
N\
Windridge Village

1 Bedroom. 1 Bath. Poo!

2 Bedrooms. 2 bath
W/D Connections. Pool & Playground

H ouses For Rent

212 35th, 2 bedroom, 1 bath.
$250/mo., $100/dep.
325-669-1501 mobile

1-888-596-6218.

2 bedroom, 1 bath, 1 car

arage, CH/A, clean.
5375/ mo., S200/dep.

073-6436

Mobile Homes

For Sale - To Be Moved
14x76 Breck mobile home.
1976 model. S4,000 573-2323

for Sale or Lcase

2 office/shop buildings, 1
w/fenced yard, North College.
5730972, 575-2901, 573-2461

Real Estate

2-1, excellent location, corner
lot, new roof & interior paint.

Great starter home or rental.
S20.000 863-2723, leave mes-

sage.

For Sale By Owner
Owner financing provided. Low

down, low monthly. 2 bedroom,
1 bath, 133 Milburn. Call Kelly

432-425-9994.

For Sale By Owner
Owner financing provided.
Low down payment, low month-
ly. 3 bedroom, 1 bath, 2 living
areas, fenced backyard, close to
schools. 418 29th St. Call Kelly
432-4259994.

Owner Will Finance
*2811 Ave. X 3-1
Low down payment,

low monthly payment.
Call Milton, 806-790-0827.

573-5486

More than 6,000 people read The Snyder Daily
News every day. Many of them will be searching
our classified ads for a car, computer to buy, a
washing machine or an apartment to rent.

With readership like this, advertising in our classi-
fieds means you'll be laughing all the way to the

bank.

Snyder Daily News

3600 College Ave.
915-573-5486
Fax: 915-573-0044

WASHINGTON (AP) — Satel-

- l lite television providers such as

DirecTV and the Dish Network
that didn’t exist 10 years ago now

have captured almost one-quar-

ter of all households who pay for

TV, the Federal Communications

(dl:mmission reported Wednes-
Y

The agency’s 10th annual re-
port on TV competition also
found subscribers to cable and
satellite services have a choice of
more than 300 channels beyond
the conventional network broad-
casts, triple the number a decade
ago.

“The vast majority of Amert-
cans enjoy more choice, more
programming and more services
than any time in history,” the
FCC said.

The FCC report provides sup-
port for Chairman Michael Pow-
ell and the other two Republicans

on the five-member commission,
who have been criticized by con-
sumer advocates and lawmakers
for enacting new media owner-
ship rules allowing companies to
own more TV and radio stations.

Supporters of the rules, which
have been challenged in federal
court, say that the increased
competition from cable and satel-
lite networks has made the old
limits on ownership obsolete.

The FCC said the number of
non-broadcast channels — such
as HBO, CNN and ESPN — has
grown from slightly more than
100 in 1994 to more than 330 In
2003.

Despite the increased number
of channels, consumer advocates
said, most viewers still get their
news from the network stations
and a handful of cable stations
owned by the networks’ parent
companies, such as MSNBC

The Snyder (Tex.) Daily Ne‘ws, Thu., Jan. 29, 2004 [

FCC: Satellite services gaining ground

(General Electric), Fox News
Channel (News Corp.) and CNN
(Time Warner, which also owns
the WB network).

“You have to look at what peo-
ple actually watch to form an
opinion about political issues,”
said Gene Kimmelman, senior di-
rector for public policy at Con-
sumers Union, the publisher of
Consumer Reports magazine. “A
handful of companies control the
channels consumers watch most
for news and information.”

The FCC report found that ca-
ble, which had a near-monopoly
10 years ago on delivering pro-
gramming to households willing
to pay for it, now has 75 percent

‘of the market. Satellite services

have 22 percent. Other competi-
tors, such as telephone compa-
nies or electric utilities, have the
rest of the market. About 70.5
million households subscribe to

Texas death row inmate admits

HUNTSVILLE (AP) — A
death row inmate confessed to
over a dozen killings just before
he was executed Wednesday
night, about a month after his
punishment was postponed while
courts considered an appeal.

After he was strapped to the
death chamber gurney, Billy
Frank Vickers, 58, admitted for
the first time that he shot gro-
cery store owner Phillip Kinslow
during a botched robbery in
1993. He was being executed for
that crime.

“It was nothing personal, | was
just trying to make a living,”
Vickers said.

Vickers also took credit
Wednesday for more than a
dozen other killings. He said
there were “several more that |

Accuser’s

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The
father of Michael Jackson’s

young accuser appeared on the

verge of tears Wednesday after
a judge denied his request to
see his children.

Barred from contacting the
boy and his brother and sister,
the father had asked to visit his
son because of rumors the boy
is sick and because he hoped to
determine if Jackson molested
him.

Although he denied the re-
quest, Superior Court Judge
Richard E. Denner scheduled a
Feb. 24 hearing to hear any ad-
ditional evidence showing why
the father should be allowed to
have contact with the boy.

Jackson has pleaded innocent

had done or that I had been a

part of, and I'm sorry but I am
not sure how many. There must
be a dozen or 14, | believe, all to-
tal.”

He mentioned no names, ex-
cept in the case of a former 1exas
oil millionaire who was accused
and later acquitted of killing his
stepdaughter i 1976.

“One | would like to clear up 1s
Cullen Davis — where he was
charged with shooting his wife,”
Vickers said, without elaborating
or taking clear responsibility for
the slaying.

Cullen Davis was accused of
killing his second wife’s 12-year-
old daughter at his Fort Worth
mansion. Priscilla Davis, his sec-
ond wife, was wounded and her
boyfriend was killed. Cullen

to seven counts of performing
lewd or lascivious acts on a child
under 14 and two counts of ad-
ministering an intoxicating
agent, reportedly wine. He 1s
free on S3 million bail pending
tral.

The father pleaded no contest
to child cruelty in 2002 and
spousal abuse in 2001 and was
barred from seeing his children.
The boy’s mother filed for dr
vorce in October 2001. The fa-
ther’s attorney, Russell Halpern,
said he has since completed
classes in parenting and anger
management.

The Associated Press is not
identifying the father to avoid
identifying Jackson’s accuser.

The father has said that if ru-

Patterson-UTI Energy

posts last quarter gains

Patterson-UTI Energy, head-
quartered in Snyder, reported a
tenfold increase in net income
on a 48 percent increase in rev-
enues for the last quarter of
2003.

Net income for the quarter to-
taled $20.4 million, 25 cents per
share, compared to net income of
$1.8 million, two cents per share,
for the fourth quarter of 2002.

Revenues for the quarter were
up 48 percent to 5208.3 million,

compared to $S140.9 million for
the fourth quarter of 2002.

Net income for the 12 months
ended Dec. 31 increased to $55.3
million, 68 cents per share, com-
pared to net income of $2.2 mil-
lion, or three cents per share, for
the previous year.

Revenues for the year In-
creased by 47 percent to S776.2
million compared to $528.0 mil-
lion in 2002.

Cloyce Talbott, Patterson-UT]
chief executive officer, said,
“While demand for drilling ngs
remained relatively stable during
the last half of 2003, average rev-
enues and margin per drilling
day continued to increase in the

fourth quarter.
“Our average revenue per

drilling day increased by S180 to
39,760 and our average margin

r drilling day increased by
5640 to $2,840 compared to the
third quarter of 2003.

“During the fourth quarter, we
had an average of 191 rigs oper-
ating, including 12 in Canada,
compared to 192 in the previous
quarter, including 11 in Canada.
We estimate that our rig count
will average 186 rigs operating in
January, including 15 in Canada.”

The CEO said January activity

Davis was later acquitted of mur-
der-for-hire charges in a separate
case.

Jack Strickland, a former pros-
ecutor who worked on the Davis
case, said Wednesday night that
he had never heard of Vickers
and doubted that he was involved
in the shooting.

“For some perverse reason
known only to him (Vickers), he
once again screwed with the sys-
tem. | certainly don’t put any
stock in it, not the slightest bit,”
Strickland said.

Vickers also referred to an in-
mate serving a life term for a
murder, but said the inmate’s fa-
ther was responsible for the
crime. “I did not do it, but | was
with his daddy when it was
done,” he said.

mors about the boy’s health are
true, then it is important his side
of the family get back in touch to
be available as potential organ
donors.

William Dickerman, a former
attorney for the family, told The
Associated Press last week that
the boy was ill. Jamie Masada, a
friend of the family, said in No-
vember the boy’s remaining kid-
ney was failing, though he said
last week his condition was 1m-
proving.

Halpern said an attorney for
the mother produced doctors’
letters saying the boy was In sta-
ble condition. It was unclear

to Killings

cable: 23.7 million get satellite

service. -

“The FC(C’s report reaffirms
the sweeping .competitive
changes that have taken place m
the video marketplace over the
past 10 years,” said Robert Sachs,
president of the National Cable
and Telecommunications AssocCr-
ation.

Even with the increased com-
petition, cable rates have contin-
ued to rise faster than inflation.
Congress deregulated the cable
industry in 1996; over the next
seven years rates increased by 53
percent, while inflation rose 19
percent.

Cable operators say the higher
prices reflect increased costs to
operators, including technical 1m-
provements to systems, better
customer service, additional
services and new and improved
channels.

Vickers also expressed re-
morse.

“I wish to say to my family, I'm
sorry for all the grief I've put you
through,” he said.

He died at 6:21 p.m., six min-
utes after lethal dose began. It
was his second visit to the death
house in about seven weeks.

On Dec. 9, Vickers spent about
10 hours in a small holding cell
just outside the death chamber
while courts considered an ap-
peal challenging the constitution-
ality of the lethal drug combina-
tion used In executions.

When the appeal was not re-
solved by midnight, six hours af-
ter he was scheduled to die, the
execution warrant expired and
Vicker% was returned to death

father cannot visit hlS chlldren

whether that meant the boy had
been hospitalized.

The boy has lost a kidney to
cancer surgery, but law enforce-
ment officials suggested the boy
is healthy in another letter
Halpern said the mother’s attor-
ney had.

Her attorneys declined to
comment.

The father declined interview
requests.

“] appreciate your concern but
I can’t comment. It’s really diffi-
cult,” he said. Asked if there was
anything he wanted to tell his
family, he replied, “Just how
much [ miss them.”

levels were impacted by slow
post-holiday start-ups and weath-
er delays, but a steady pickup is
noted at the end of January. Also
he said customer inquiries are in-
creasing as 2004 drilling pro-
grams commence.

“We expect our rig count will
continue to increase as the first
quarter progresses,” Talbott
added.

“We are also very pleased with
the performance of our pressure
pumping services and oil and
natural gas exploration and pro-
duction business segments. The
performance of our drilling and
completion fluids services bust-
ness segment was hindered by
continued weakness in the Gull
of Mexico.”

Mark S. Siegel, company chair-

man, said,
quarter continue to demonstrate

the earnings leverage that we are °

able to achieve as revenues In-

crease and daily margins im- o

prove.
“Looking ahead, we: believe

that Patterson-UTI continues to'

be .well-situated to enhance its
position as a leading provider of
onshore contract drilling servic-
es to exploration and production
companies in North America.
During the year we .incre ased
our drilling rig fleet by 19, bring-
ing our total land-based dnilling
rig count to 343. Our balance
sheet continues to be strong. We
ended the year with S100 million
in cash and cash equivalents,
S200 million in working capital
and no long-term debt, providing
us with the opportunity to be pa-
tient buyers of additional drilling
capacity when the opportunity
arises,” Siegel concluded.

“Our results for the

Markets Midday Stocks
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Oh my gosh! I'm 22!

Happy
Birthday Corey!

We love you Corey

Grandma Becky & PaPa Lloyd

Mom, Dad, PawPaw Ken, Grandma Joyce,
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a new Democratic front-runner in
John Kerry, President Bush'’s re-
election campaign is quietly shift-
Ing gears, prepanng for the possi-
bility it will confront a war hero
and current senator.

The line of attack is the same:
Whether Howard Dean or Kerry,
the Democrats’ nominee would be
a left-leaning New Englander who
wants to “raise taxes” and reverse
course on Iraq, campaign officials
and Bush advisers say.

“This week’s front-runner is

very much like the front-runner of

two weeks ago: a Northeast liber-
al who motivates his support
based on anger and negativity,”
said Bush campaign spokesman
‘Terry Holt.

There is debate within Bush’s
administration and inside his re-
election headquarters about how
hard to strike at Kerry, of Massa-
chusetts, who won the lowa cau-
cuses and the New Hampshire

[LOS ANGELES (AP) — Two
major- movie studios sued an
actor and longtime member of
the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences who alleged-
ly leaked “screener” copies of
movies that were then repro-
duced and distributed on the
Internet.

Columbia Pictures Industries
and Warner Bros. filed the law-
suits against Carmine Caridi, a
20-year Academy member who
has appeared in “The Godfa-
ther: Part II” and “NYPD Blue.”

Caridi, 70, has told investiga-
tors he sent VHS copies of
about 60 movies he received
each vear to his Illinois friend,
51-year-old Russell Sprague,
who used a software program
to convert the VHS tape into
DVD format and then sent the
original tapes back to Caridi,
authorities said.

Investigators said a search of
Canidi’s Hollywood apartment
turned up 36 original Academy
screener tapes, including “The
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primary.

Some of Bush’s political advis-
ers take credit for successfully tar-
ring Dean as an angry liberal, and
are now suffering a kind of
buyer’s remorse. They wonder
whether their criticism fueled the
rise of Kerry.

He 1s a decorated Vietham War
veteran, knowledgeable about
domestic and foreign affairs, and
has a certain gravitas and
strength as a debater.

Knocking down Kerry now,
they say, could help ignite the can-
dldacy of a Democrat some Bush
campaign officials fear even more:
Sen. John Edwards of North Car-
olina, who finished a strong sec-
ond in lowa but slumped to fourth
place in New Hampshire, just
behind retired Gen. Wesley Clark,
his other Southern rival. A recent
poll showed Edwards with a slight
lead in South Carolina’s critical
primary next Tuesday, and he
holds a strong appeal elsewhere

Studios sue actor over leaks

Last Samurai,” “In America,”
“Shattered Glass” and “Mona
Lisa Smile.”

Warner Bros. seeks damages
of a minimum of $150,000 for
each infringing use of its releas-
es “The Last Samurai” and
“Mystic River.” In a separate
complaint, Columbia is asking
for its choice between actual
damages or S150,000 for each
infringing use of “Something’s
Gotta Give” and “Big Fish.”

Caridi’s attorney, Richard
Millard, did not immediately
return calls Wednesday. An
attorney for Warner Bros.
declined to comment. An attor-
ney for Columbia did not return
messages left late Wednesday.

Caridi has said he received no
money for the films. He alleged-
ly told investigators he believed
Sprague was a film buff and
merely wished to watch them.

Sprague was arrested and
charged with criminal copyright
infringement last week. Caridi
has not been charged.

Bush campaign shifts gears for
possible run against John Kerry

WASHINGTON (AP) — Facing

in the South, which was Bush
Country in 2000.
Some Bush campaign advisers
worry that Edwards’ promise to
end what the candidate charges
are the “two Americas” — one for
the wealthy and privileged and the
other for working people and the
poor — could have broad appeal.
Bush operatives are also mindful
that in Edwards’ 1998 election,
about six in 10 women backed
him, and black voters supported
him by a 9to-1 margin.

As Democrats moved on to the
next round of primary states,
Bush was heading to New Hamp-
shire today, two days after the pr-
mary, to polish his image after
months of pummeling by the
Democrats.

Later in the evening, Bush was
raising re-election money In
Greenwich, Conn. He_has more

than $130 million, a sizable war

chest that will allow him to ham-
mer the Democrats between now
and August.

Officially, the administration
says it is above the Democrats’
fray. White House corrnidors were
abuzz Wednesday with talk of
New Hampshire and the Democ-

ratic candidates.
The Republican National Com-

mittee began compiling dossiers
on each of the potential Democra-
tic candidates as early as January
2002, and Bush’s re-election cam-
paign now has those files at its fin-
gertips.

The campaign’s rap on Kerry:
He casts himself as an enemy of
special interests, while cozying up
to them and benefiting from them
as a senator; He has spent most of
his career in Washington; He has
a privileged background that
leaves him out of touch with the
concerns of everyday Americans;
He is an “old Left” liberal in the
mold of Edward Kennedy and
Michael Dukakis; His populist
talk smacks of “class warfare.”

Republican Party chief Ed Gille-
spie, who has criticized Kerry as
being more liberal than Kennedy,
was continuing the anti-Kerry
message in a speech today.

Are Your “Little Darlings”
Sports Standouts?
School Geniuses?
Community Leaders?

GRANDPAREN IS

Whatever they have accomplished, we want you to

BRAG with a Brag Ad in the SDN.

Bring a photo and a Brag Message to our office and

Kaitlyn
Hargrove

8 year old daughter of
Leslie and Rafe Hargrove
of Austin and
granddaughter of Carolyn
& Wade Warren of Snyder
and Lana & Raford
Hargrove of Rotan.

we'll publish it whenever you want - ONLY $25

First year in Lake Travis Youth

Association Basketball League,

she averaged 8 points a game.

Give us their
address and we’ll
mail them a copy

of the SDN with
their Brag ad in it.

Snyder
Daily
News

3600 College Ave.
573-5486
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SEVENTH AND EIGHTH UIL WINNERS — Hermleigh seventh and eighth graders recently won
awards in UIL competition. Seventh graders in the back row are from left Marissa Davis, sec-
ond place team dictionary skills, fifth place individual dictionary skills, fourth place impromp-
tu speaking, fourth place oral reading, second place ready writing, second place team science
I; Julian Fuentes, second place team dictionary skills, sixth place individual dictionary skills,
second place team listening, third place team maps, graphs and charts, fifth place ready writ-
ing, fifth place spelling; Jonathan Hernandez, second place team listening; Rustin Webb, sixth
place impromptu speaking, second place individual listening, second place team listening, third
place team maps, graphs and charts, second place team science I; Casey Willilamson, second
place team dictionary skills, fourth place individual dictionary skills, fifth place individual
maps, graphs and charts, third place team maps, graphs and charts, first place modern orate-
ry, third place ready writing, second place team science I, second place individual science |,

sixth place spelling; eighth graders in front are Jake Alaniz, fourth place individual dictionary

skills, fifth place individual listening, third place team listening; Derek Anderson, third place

teamhstemrgBrettMcCIure fifth place individual listening, third place team listeniing, fourth
place individual science Il. (Staff Photo by Shirley A. Gorman)

Astro-graph

By Bernice Bede Osol
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Q2

Fnday, Jan. 30, 2004
In the year ahead, consider all

contingencies before giving up that
which you have going for you now
for some new and different. If
you need a ¢ , try to view old
involvements from a fresh perspec-
tive.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19)
— Desires for instant gratification
could tngger a bum deal for you
today. Don’t settle for immediate
returns in situations where you
stand to gain a great deal more with
time.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20)
— By scattering your forces today,

you can count on ending up with a
nonproductive day. You'll fare far bet-
ter and accomplish much more In

Fewer people sent

to state jail facilities

HOUSTON (AP) — For the
first time in years, the number of
Harris County residents sent to
state jail on low-level drug pos-
session charges is falling.

The drop in state jail admis-
sions for possession of less than
1 gram of a controlled substance
follows two new mandates from
state lawmakers last year — a
newly created Harris County
drug court program and a law
requiring probation rather than
jail for first-time, nonviolent
offenders.

“This is very welcome news,”
said Rep. Ray Allen, a Republican
from Grand Prairie who backed
the bill prohibiting jail for first-
time offenders. “Criminal prose-
cutions in Harris County were
more aggressive than any other
place in the state.”

Harris County faced heavy
statewide criticism last year after
reports that nearly half of all low-
level drug offenders in state-fund-
ed jails came from here, although
the county accounts for about 16
percent of the Texas population.

After climbing by about 40 per-
cent in two years, from 3,243 In
2000 to 4,475 in 2002, the number
of Harris County residents sent
to siate jail on the lowest felony
drug offense dropped by 5 per-
cent, to 4,241 inmates in 2003,
according to the Texas Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice.

the long run by doing just one thing
at a time.

ARIES (March 21-April 193vh—
You're not n a person who
takes time m about what
you're going to say before you say it,
but today

, it behooves you to do so.
Spontaneous remarks could get you

into trouble.
ZO-Mw 20) —_

TAURUS (
Think twice before inconveniencing

ybody
ing what they can't afford at the
moment.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) —
There is nothing wrong with your
abilities to achieve your goals today,

but what could do you iIn is your
don’t work

tience. If things
ngﬁ: away, you lymay throw in the
towe i
CAﬂCER (June 21-July 22) —

Be particularly mindful of past expe-
riences that didn’t work out well for
you should a similar situation arise
again today. If you failed to learn
tf]r_:::-m them, you’re destined to repeat
en.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) —
would you want to get involved agam
In a2 new en ise with an individ-
ual who has introduced co
tions in your life previously?
before you agree to team up again.

www.Comics.com
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VIRGO 23-Sept. 22) —
Even if you be youre a quick
thinker with the ability to make on-
the-spot decisions, take all the time
available to you today so that you

_don t rush to judgment. You could be

offtra((:k. o
Sept 23-Oct. 23) —If
things in fits and starts today
( when taking on a tedious
hanoesareyourenotgomgto
wﬂFmd of the result& Consistency

S(I)RPIO (Oct. 24-N0v. 22)
— You might meet someone socially
today who could cause your heart to
, but get to know this person
before making any commit-
mts The  bloom could quickly
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec.
21) — It may take all the patience,
tolerance and understanding you've
when dealing with a family prob-
today, but it'll be worth it. If you
lose your cool, it'll only make mat-
ters worse.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19) — This is definitely the wrong
day to ent with any new
methods, techniques, tools, materi-
als or machinery where your work is
concerned. You could

prone.

accident-
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NASA sets today
to remember the
astronauts who died

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — In a hopeful sign of cultural shift,
NASA has set aside today as a day to remember the Columbia, Chal-

lermandApoﬂodeadandﬁnetmglcoonsequmoesofgetnnglt

TheDayofRﬂnemlxanoefallsﬂ]reeda before the first anniver-
sary of the Columbia disaster. NASA Administrator Sean O’Keefe
plans to make it an annual late-January event, coming as close as it
does to all three of the nation’s space program catastrophes.

The Apollo 1 fire during a countdown test on Jan. 27, 1967, left three
astronauts dead. The Challenger explosion during liftoff on Jan. 28,
1986, left seven dead. The Columbia breakup during re-entry on Feb.
1, 2003, killed seven more.

Seventeen casualties all because of lousy human judgment.

“If’s a time to continually, continually remind ourselves of what the
price is for getting this wrong,” O’Keefe said earlier this month. “There
are seven families that will live with this forever, and it’'s something we
can'’t any single day ever forget.”

NASA’s redempuon for Columbia is moving forward, slowly, in
small, sometimes barely perceptible ways.

These days the e-mailed gripes to the boss from NASA employees
are often signed. More workers stand up at meetings and ask ques-
tions. More time is spent in making careful decisions.

Not everyone on the inside likes what they see in terms of cultural
shift, including the widower of one of the Columbia astronauts. Some
of the accident investigators who assailed NASA for its broken safety
culture still hear grumbling from the lower working levels, and say
they’re not surprised.

Those at the top appear to be working hard to eradicate fear of
reprisal for speaking out, one of the flaws in the system that doomed
Columbia.

“Obviously, that kind of attitude comes from the top down,” says
Jose Garcia, a retired space shuttle operations manager who took his
complaints about NASA safety cutbacks all the way to the White House
in 1995.

Garcia keeps in touch with many of his former co-workers and the
\irord is, “things are getting better, they’re headed in the right direc-
tion.”

The fact that NASA is putting aside its “bunker mentality” and seek-
ing outside help to achieve cultural change is encouraging, says Diane
Vaughan, a Boston College sociologist who assisted in the Columbia
INquiry.

“They are up against the obstacle of time, of course, because it takes
a long time to change culture,” says Vaughan, author of the 1996 book,
“The Challenger Launch Decision.”

COLLEGE STATION (AP) —
Texas A&M University is pro-
posing a 21 percent tuition
increase for the fall 2004 semes-
ter.

The proposal, announced by
A&M President Robert Gates,
would increase tuition from the
spring semester by $19.50 per
edit hour, or about S300 for
dentS carrying a 14-hour
semester workload.

It would constitute a 33 per-

cent increase over what they
paid in fall 2003.

“This 1s a significant

increase,” Gates acknowledged -

during a presentation about the
proposal. “State support has
declined from almost half to a
third of our expenditures while
tuition and fees have increased
from a fifth to a fourth. It's
unlikely this trend will change:

Kerry lines up endorsements;
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Regents eye 21% jump in A&M tuition

Students will share an increas-
ing portion of this burden of the
cost of their education.”

Texas A&M University Sys-

tem board of regents will con-.

sider the increase at its March
29-26 meeting.

Although Gates had recently
suggested a fall 2004 tuition
hike was likely, the proposed
Increase comes just six months
after A&M officials, particularly

Howard Dean shakes up staft

WASHINGTON (AP) — Demo-
cratic front-runner John Kerry,
building on his New Hampshire tri-
umph, pocketed fresh endorse-
ments from the party establish-
ment on Wednesday and launched
television commercials in the next
round of prnmary states. Howard
Dean shook up a campaign in peril.

“l still have the same underdog
mentality,” Kerry said as he left
Boston for Missouri, the first of
seven states on a campaign itiner-
ary leading to next week’s round of
balloting.

But it was Dean who was scranmr
bling to regain his balance, replac-
ing his campaign manager with a
longtime associate of Al Gore and
asking aides to defer their pay-
checks for two weeks.

“Governor Dean asked Roy
Neel to join the campaign CEO
and Joe Trippi resigned as camr-
paijgn manager, said Ircia
Ennght, a campaign spokes-
woman.

One source said Trippi, the
architect of Dean’s antiestablish-
ment campaign, turned down an
offer to stay on as senior adviser.

Kerry, winner of the kickoff

Activists see dangerous trend

in animal abuse at fraternities

ATHENS, Ga. (AP) — Fraterni- idea that ammmals are in any more

ty brothers have dropped a puppy danger at fraternity houses than
off a Mississippi River bridge, anywhere else.

beaten a gobse ta death with a golf “No, we don’t believe it’'s a
club and abandoned am uncon- trend,” he said. “I'm sure it came
scious, intoxicated pig in a park. to light because it was a fraternity.

In December, Phi Kappa Psi Do we think that incidents like
members killed, skinned, burned these happen everywhere? Yeah.”
and ate a raccoon at the University The Humane Society said the
of Georgia. puppy’s death at Quincy Universi-

These and other acts on cam- ty in [llinois, the goose beating at
puses across the country have Davidson College in North Caroli-
drawn the fury of animal lovers na, and incidents involving pigs at
who say such abuse has grown both Wake Forest University in
into a dangerous trend because it North Carolina and Clarkson Uni-
is too often treated as innocent col  versity in Massachusetts back up
lege hijinks. its claims.

“Animal cruelty is a crime and Experts on the Greek culture
certainly can’t be accepted. Years acknowledge that meanness
ago it had to be made clear that toward animals could be a byprod-
rape is a crime,” said Ann uct of the wild behavior and drink-
Chynoweth, The Humane Society ing that have been part of fraternr-
of the United States’ counsel to ty life for years, despite efforts to
Investigative services. change the “Animal House”

She recently wrote to the North-  stereotype.

American Interfraternity Confer-
ence, asking it to educate its
350,000 undergraduate members
about animal cruelty and its con-

nection to human violence.
But Pete Smithhisler,

“With alcohol, they lose all
sense of propnriety, they just don’t
think about what they're doing.
You see some ugly things when
that happens,” said Dr. Thomas
“Sparky” Reardon, dean of stu-
dents at the University of Missis-

sippi, which has banned animals at

spokesman for the Indianapolis-
based conference, dismissed the

parties to try to avoid instances of

cruelty.

Stephen Sweet, a sociology pro-

fessOr at Ithaca College, said the

intenseé loyalty the fraternities
require of pledges and members
often warps the line between nght

and wrong.

“It seems absolutely insane but
if everybody says, “This is what
you've got to go through,’ then it
becomes something where they'll
submit,” said Sweet, author of a

book on the fraternity culture.

The Humane Society has asked
the North-Amenican Interfraterns

ty Conference to add to its expec-

tations for fraternity members

some recognition that the humane

treatment of anmimals is part of liv-
ing with respect for others. Acade-
mic integrity, drug and alcohol use,
and abuse of human beings and

property are already addressed.

The fraternity group doesn’t
plan to add anything about animal

cruelty, Smithhisler said.

“It’s really unfortunate that these
guys thought that was a really neat
thing to do but I was pleased to
hear that their fraternity brothers

- are holding them accountable,” he

said.

lowa caucuses last week, added
New Hampshire to his campaign
trophy case on Tuesday with a
double-digit victory over Dean.
Retired Gen. Wesley Clark, Sen.
John Edwards and Sen. Joe Lieber-
man finished farther back.

A total of 269 pledged delegates
are at stake next week in primaries
in Missoun, South Carolina, Okla-
homa, Arizona and Delaware as
well as caucuses in New Mexico
and North Dakota.

After single-state contests In
lowa and New Hampshire, the can-
didates’ travel schedules reflected
the changed nature of the race.
Kerry went first to Missoun,
where Dick Gephardt’s recent
departure from the race created a
wide-open race. Edwards started
in South Carolina; Clark and
Lieberman in Oklahoma.

After staying off the air last week
except to advertise to New Hamp-
shire voters, Kerry’s campaigned
opened its checkbook to pay for
commercials in each of the Feb. 3
states.

His primary victory reaped

immediate dividends in the form of

endorsements from former Sens.

s ady wite and

Isagree about an 1ssue concern-
ing blood pressure. | have found
that if | take several deep breaths
before having my pressure
checked, the level will be signifi-
cantly lessened. This technique has
been so successful that my doctor
has, as a tnal, taken me off ant-
hypertension medication.

My wife i1s convinced that | am
giving him misleading data. She
wants to know how long my BP
remains at that the reduced level.

However, I've monitored the situ-
ation at home. My low re culmga
persist for hours. All I have to do is
to take a deep breath, relax, hold it
for about 10 seconds, exhale slowly,
and repeat the process three or
four times. 1 won’t bore you with
my theory about how this works.

Does this make sense to you?

DEAR READER: Absolutely.
And, with all respect to your
spouse, | give you a gold star.

Blood pressure levels change
from minute to minute, literally.
You could be sitting in my office
with a normal pressure; if [ tell you
that you have cancer, your blood
pressure could skyrocket. Similar-
ly, stress of any kind can raise the

Dr. Gott

By Peter Gott, M.D.

Jean Carnahan and Tom Eagleton
in Missoun.

Rep. Jim Clyburn of South Car-
olina, the dominant black politician
in his state, also intends to endorse
Kerry, according to campaign and
other officials.

lowa Gov. Tom Vilsack, too,
signed on after remaining neutral
In his state’s caucuses earlier this
month. “He’s the Democrat best
positioned to provide President
Bush with the strongest debate
and the best chances for success in
the fall,” he said of Kerry.

Electability has emerged as a
key 1ssue this year for Democrats,
many of whom rate ousting Bush
their highest prionty. In interviews
as they left their polling places on
Tuesday, one in five New Hamp-
shire voters said the quality that
mattered most was a candidate’s
ability to defeat Bush. Kerry won
the support of 60 percent of those
volers.

Carnahan, the widow of former
Democratic Gov. Mel Carnahan,
lost her seat in the 2002 elections.
Eagleton retired from the Senate

rather than seek re-election In
1986.

What you have inadvertently dis-
covered is a simple method. to
relieve stress by deep breathing.
Such activity appears to relax arte-
rial spasm. (Could this be the rea-
son physically active people tend to
have low blood pressures? Possi-
bly.)

[ routinely have patients perform
this maneuver and am seldom dis-
appointed. Here is my personal
record-holder: a 55-year-old, appre-
hensive man came to the office for
an exam. His BP was 220/110. Sev-
eral minutes later, | encouraged
him to relax and take three deep
breaths. His BP dropped to 120/70.

That was more than 30 years
ago.

He has never required treat-
ment, continues to remain active,
has no medical problems — and
invariably breathes deeply when 1n
the office, with spectacular resulits.

Understandably, this technique
doesn’t work for everybody, but
when it does, brother, it does.

In answer to your question, you
are not providing “misleading
data”; in fact, you are supplying
vital information that your doctor

regents, vowed that they would
keep tuition increases moderate
and not abuse their new power
to set tuifion as high they want.

After the Texas Legislature
deregulated tuition last vear,
universities were given authori-
ty to raise it as needed.

As some schools took great
advantage of thé new freedom,
some’ legislators publicly won-
dered if tuition deregulation was
a mistake. The University of
Texas-Austin raised tuition and
fees 26 percent from fall 2003 to
fall 2004. UT-El Paso increased
them 28 percent.

A&M’s proposed increase
would represent a smaller per-
centage if it included fees, but
school officials Wednesday had
not yet made such a calculation
for fall 2004.

(Gates emphasized Tuesday
that the tuition increase was
necessary to offset an expec ted
2005 budget deficit of nearly S23
million and to improve the qual
ity of education.

“This tuition increase we have
tried to frame and apply almost
exclusively into reinvestment
into the faculty,” he said.

The university plans to bring
in more than 400 tenured and
tenure-track professors over the
next several years, Gates said.

A&M student body President
Matt Josefy said Wednesday
that students intend to make
(Gates accountable for the prom-
1se that they’ll be the beneficiar-
1es of the tuition increase.

About 100 people, mostly stu-
dents, attended the forum. Jose-
fy said he has not detected stu-
dent outrage about the proposal.

(ates said tuition would not
Increase next spring, but said it
IS possible it could rise again in
2005-06.

A simple way to reduce high blood pressure

BE, Such strgss 1S a common con:.,
sequence of visiting the doctor.

_has (reawml;i 1y) considered and
acted upon. Follow his advice about

appropnate follow-up.

To give you related information,
| am sending you a copy of my
Health Report “Hypertension.”
Other readers who would like =
copy should send a long, self-
addressed, stamped envelope and
s2 to Newsletter, PO. Box 167,
Wickliffe, OH 44092. Be sure to
mention the title.

DEAR DR. GOTT: You have

suggested that health care person-
nel and other citizens may wish to
complain about the restrictiveness
of the new HIPAA law about patient
privacy. | agree with you, but how
can | respond?
DEAR READER: By contacting
your congressman or cCongress-
woman. Modifications of HIPAA
will only be possible through our
legislators.

If readers would like to contact
Dr. Gott, they may write him
through your newspaper or send
their mail directly to Dr. Gott ¢/o
United Media, 200 Madison Ave.,
4th fl., New York, NY 10016.

Copyright 2004, Newspaper
Enterprise Assn.
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PASADENA, Calif. (AP) —
The Opportunity rover could roll
off its lander and onto Mars as
early as Sunday, giving NASA sci-
entists more chances for explo-
ration just days before the rover’s
convalescent twin, Spint, could
resume its own work.

Opportunity unfolded its front
wheels and locked them into
position, leaving just a few more

THE

ISNYDER DAIL

NASA readies one rover to roll

tasks before it's ready to travel
the final 10 feet onto the surface
of Mars, mission members said
Wednesday during a news con-
ference at the Jet Propulsion Lab-
oratory.

The National Aeronautics and
Space Administration still wants
to adjust the forward tilt of
Opportunity’s lander, pitching it
down 5 degrees to smooth the

six-wheeled robot’s path. Engi
neers hoped to complete that
work in time for a late Sunday
roll-off, said rover activity lead
scientist Rick Welch.

Meanwhile, engineers worked
to regain full control of Spirt,
which has been sidelined for a
week on the other side of the
planet with crippling software
problems.

Some economists say interest
rates could rise this summer

WASHINGTON (AP) — Feder-
al Reserve policy-makers rein-
forced some economists’ belief
that interest rates could move
higher this summer, dropping an
assessment that they could stay
near rock-bottom levels for a
“considerable period.” Central
bank officials said the economy
was expanding briskly.

The change by Federal
Reserve Chairman Alan
Greenspan and his colleagues
came Wednesday with agreement
to hold a key short-term interest
rate, called the federal funds rate,
at a 45vyear low of 1 percent,
where it has been since last June.

Since its August meeting, poli-
cy-makers had been saying they
foresaw holding rates low for a
“considerable period.” But that

phrase is now gone. Instead, the.

Fed said it “can be patient in
removing its policy accommoda-
tion.”

Economists viewed the new
language as a first step by Fed
policy-makers to prepare Wall
Street and Main Street for higher
iInterest rates down the road.

Investors were jolted by the
new language, interpreting it as
signal that higher rates were like-
ly to come sooner than previously
expected. Stocks fell sharply in
trading.

But economists offered differ-
ent opinions about the timing of a
possible increase in the funds rate
— the interest that banks charge
each other on overnight loans
and the Fed’s primary lever to
influence economic activity.

There seemed to be agreement
among economists that there will
not be a rate increase at the Fed’s
next meeting on March 16.

“The Federal Reserve i1s put-
ting a little less pressure on the
accelerator and may be coming a
little closer to putting its foot on

Snyder officers arrest

e Arvests

Snyder officers made two
arrests on Wednesday.

A 19-year-old man was taken
into custody in the 1300 block
of 26th St. at 5:30 p.m. for mak-
ing an offensive gesture.

A 22-year-old woman was
arrested in the 1900 block of
26th St. at 5:32 p.m. on a war-
rant for failure to maintain
financial responsibility.

* Minor accident

A minor accident was report-
ed at 4:59 p.m. Wednesday in

the 1900 block of 26th St. The

Otha Mclintosh

1921-2004
Otha McIntosh, longtime Sny-
der resident, died Tuesday, Jan.
27, in Cogdell Memorial Hospi-
tal after a lengthy illness.
Funeral -
service for |

Mrs. Mclin-
tosh, 82, will be

held at 10 a.m.
Friday in the
Bell-Cypert-

Seale Funeral | &
Home Chapel. | .,

The Rev. Miller Mclntosh
Robinson,

retired Baptist minister, will offi-
ciate. Burial will follow in Hill-
side Memornial Gardens.

Born Sept. 6. 1921 in Bell
County, she married David
Mcintosh on May 24, 1966 in

BELL
CYPERT-SEALE
FUNERAL
HOME

3101 College Ave. 5735454 J

mishap involved a 2001 Ford
Escort driven by Amanda
Marie McBee, 22, 1406 N. Ave.
R and an unoccupied 1989
Cadillac DeVille owned by Jean
Hayes of 1301 40th.

e Burglary

Deputies were called to a
residence at 8 p.m. Wednesday
at 209 CR 221 in reference to a
burglary of the residence. Two
cases of beer were stolen.

e Criminal mischief

A caller reported at 9:12 a.m.
Wednesday that someone had
driven through the yards at

Obituaries

Colorado City. She worked for
26 years as a checker at Piggly
Wiggly and was a member of
the Union Baptist Church, the
VFW Auxiliary and the Ira Craft

Club.
Survivors include her hus-

band, David McIntosh of Sny-
der; two daughters, Sandra
Lewis of Dimmitt and Julia
Hardin of Washington, D.C.; a
son, Robert Boyd of Snyder;
seven grandchildren, Casey
Sandman of Houston, Debra
Spain of Austin, Jackie Cornett
of Dimmitt, Chris Hardin of
Alpine, Trent and Laura Boyd of
Snyder and Darrell Lewis of
Dallas; and 10 great-grandchil-
dren.

Family visitation will be from
6 to 7 this evening at the funeral
home.

Friends are contributing to
the American Cancer Society.

Jo Ella Young

1929-2004

BRADY — Jo Ella Young, sis-
ter of Nell Spence of Snyder,
died Tuesday, Jan. 27, in Eden.

Service for Mrs. Young, 74, is
set for 10 a.m. Friday in the Her-
itage Funeral Home Chapel.
David Cozart, formerly of Sny-
der, will officiate. Burial will fol-
low in Rest Haven Cemetery.
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the brake,” said Lynn Reaser,
chief economist at Banc of Amer-
ica Capital Management.

Reaser predicts the Fed could
begin to nudge up rates as early
as its June 29-30 meeting and that
by the end of this year, the funds
rate could rise to around 2 per-
cent.

Stuart Hoffman, chief econo-
mist at PNC Financial Services
Group, agreed with that timing.
At Wednesday’s meeting, the Fed
“has made its first move in imple-
menting its exit strategy from a 1
percent funds rate,” Hoffman
said. “The door has been opened
to a funds rate hike.”

Any increase in the funds rate
would mean a similar boost to
commercial banks’ prime lending
rate, currently at 4 percent, the
lowest level since 1959. The
prime rate is the benchmark for
many shortterm consumer and
business loans.

two people

2208 and 2210 40th St. during
the night.

e Spot lighters

A pickup was reported to be
spotlighting on FM 1609 at 8:47
p.m. Wednesday. Deputies
made contact with the driver
who said he was a relative of
the landowner.

e Loud music

A report of loud music in the
1200 block of 26th St. was
called in at 11:12 p.m. Wednes-
day. Officers located the source
of the music and they were
advised to lower the volume.,

Born on Feb. 23, 1929 in
Placid, Tex. she married Arthur
Young Jr. on Oct. 17, 1947 in
Rochelle. Mrs. Young was a
retired nurse and a Baptist. She
was a lifetime member of the
VFW Auxiliary and a member of
the Hillbilly Hits Fan Club.

She was preceded in death by
her parents, Paschal and Flora
Cottle Waddill; and one sister,
Lillie Mae Mathews.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Arthur Young Jr. of Brady;
one daughter, Kathy Richardson
and husband Bob of Austin; two
sons, Arthur G. Young of Dallas
and James O. Young and wife
Dolores of Austin; a twin broth-
er, John Waddill and wife Bob-
bie of Brackettville; two other
sisters, Billie Frenzel of Hobbs,
N.M., and Roxie Wiley of Gar-
land; two  grandchildren,
Christopher Young of New York
City and Jazymn Young of
Austin; and numerous nieces
and nephews.

Pallbearers will be James
Mathews, Stanley Cozart, H.P.
Hampton, Bill Wiley, Larry Sim-
mons, Marvin Lee and Buster
Williams.

Q Independently
. + 8
WCF W Operated

WRIGHT COLONIAL
FUNERAL HOME

200 East 37th St.
Snyder, Texas

325-573-6200

“We are working to get com-
plete control of the vehicle but
still aren’t quite there yet,” said
Jennifer Trosper, a mission man-
ager.

Spirit began using its high-gain
antenna again late Wednesday,
which should speed the trans-
mission of data to Earth needed
to debug the rover’s problems. It
also took its first picture in more
than a week, mission manager
Mark Adler said. The picture
shows Spirit’s arm, poised as it
had been in front of a rock scien-
tists had dubbed Adirondack.

“Everything’s right where we
left it,” Adler said.

To fix Spirit, engineers planned
to either selectively pluck files
from its flash memory or, if that
fails, simply wipe it clean.

Depending on the outcome,
Spirit could return to its science
work early next week, Trosper
said. It could resume taking engi-
neering pictures before then,
after a weeklong pause.

While parked 6,600 miles
away, Opportunity has been busy
snapping its own surroundings,
taking more than 500 pictures
with its panoramic camera.

Best Available Copy

Price Daniel Unit

names promotions

A number of promotions and
reassignments were announced
at the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice Price Daniel
Unit.

“We are very glad to have the
type of staff that we do here at
the Price Daniel Unit, said assis-
tant warden Richard Thomas.
“They are very dedicated and it’s
a real pleasure to see the suc-
cess we have.”

The security division saw 11
promotions — Kyle Herrley to
captain; Rickey Mayfield,
Frankie Sanchez and Danny
Ragan to lieutenant; Gregory
Howard, Richard Kruger,
Michael Logan, James Minnix,
Malcom Small and Robert
Thompson to sergeant.

Promotions for non-security
personnel were Tammy Boen to

clerk IV human resources;
Esther Cabrera to clerk III
inmate records; James Gamel to
agricultural specialist; Stephen
Mcliroy to offender grievance;
Marie McRoberts to clerk Il
supply; Rhonda. Roemer to food
service manager; Debbie
Roemisch to mailroom assistant
supervisor; Gaston Tarbet, chap-
lain; Linda Warren, administra-
tive assistant in the warden’s
office; and Robert Warren,
industrial specialist V factory.
“The staff here is one of the
best groups I've ever seen in the
way they work together as a
team.” Thomas said. “They
share a real concern for the safe-
ty of one another and for the unit
as a whole. These are a very
high caliber of staff who have
been chosen for these positions.”

Delay sought in Stewart trial

NEW YORK (AP) — A
defense lawyer sought today to
delay the testimony of the gov-
ernment’s star witness against
Martha Stewart and her ex-
stockbroker, saying new doubts
had surfaced about what led the
witness to execute the stock sale
at the heart of the case.

Richard Strassberg, the
lawyer for broker Peter
Bacanovic, said doubts were
raised by a 2002 FBI statement
given by Jeremiah Gutman, the
former lawyer of Douglas
Faneuil, the star witness.

Gutman’s FBI statement said
that Gutman was unsure

Today's Weather

Sunny skies. High 54F. Winds W at

510 10 mph.

Sunset
6:14 PM

whether Bacanovic or ImClone
Systems founder Sam Waksal
had asked Faneuil to tip Stewart
that the Waksals were selling
ImClone shares on Dec. 27,
2001, Strassberg said in Manhat-
tan federal court.

Strassberg said he had just
received the information
Wednesday night, and that it was
inconsistent with the govern-
ment’s theory — that Bacanovic
ordered Faneuil to tip Stewart.

U.S. District Judge Miriam
Goldman Cedarbaum said she
would consider delaying
Faneuil’s testimony, which was
set to begin later today.

More sun than clouds. Highs in the | Times of sun and clouds. Highs in

upper 60s and lows in the upper
30s.

Sunset
6:15 PM

Sunrise
7:39 AM .

Sunrise
7:39 AM

the low 50s and lows in the uppeér
20s.

Sunset
6:16 PM

~-Come Rain or Shine-

THE SNYDER DAILY NEWS

Is Your Local News Source

Area Cities

f,m.r g S ;
! ; g _,-_ :, e

- ', Brownsville
' 73/50 ;

»

City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond City Hi Lo Cond.

Abilene 52 38
Amarilio 54 33
Austin 54 43
Beaumont 63 48
Brownsville 73 50
Brownwood 38
Corpus Christi
Corsicana

Dallas

Del Rio

sunny
sunny
pt sunny
pt sunny
pt sunny

pt sunny
pt sunny

mst sunny

-3 pt sunny

Full
Feb 6

First
Jan 29
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mst sunny

mst sunny
mst sunny

Last
Feb 13

El Paso 62
Fort Stockton 62
Gainesville 45
Greenville 51
Houston 60
Kingsville 72
Livingston 58
Longview 53
Lubbock 60
Lufkin 57

36 sunny

40 sunny

35 mst sunny
37 mst sunny
46 pt sunny
48 pt sunny
43 pt sunny
41 pt sunny
35 sunny

43 pt sunny

Houston 60 46 ptsunny

Los Angeles 66 50 ptsunny
Miami 74 62 rain

Minneapolis 2 -1 ptsunny
New York 26 15 pt suinny

UV index

New
Feb 20

Midland 62 37
Raymondville 73 47
Rosenberg 60 45
San Antonio 59
San Marcos 59
Sulphur Springs 50
Sweetwater 51
Tyler 52
Weatherford 47
Wichita Falls 46

Phoenix

The UV Index is measured on a 0 -
11 number scale, with a highe

sunny

pt sunny
pt sunny
mst sunny
mst sunny
mst sunny
sunny

pt sunny
mst sunny
sunny

70 46 sunny

San Francisco 54 44 rain
Seattle

St. Louis
Washington, DC 31 14 flurries

45 36 rain
17 9 flumes

ONE Jm 11

r UV

Iindex showing the need for greater

skin protection.




